
PEARL RIVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE                                                  SEPTEMBER 2017

Student tickets for
Penrod concert are $5

PRCC fall enrollment 
numbers look strong

Newson returns to River
Former student joins campus police force

PRCC Campus Police Officer Jerrod “Pawpaw” Newson talks with soccer players Taylor
Anderson of Byram and Spencer Martin of Spring, Texas, before Meet the Wildcats.

By JANET BRASWELL
Public Relations Assistant

Jerrod Newson came to Pearl
River Community College as a
freshman in the fall of 2013
with a diploma from East
Marion High School.

Four years later, he’s still
here - in the uniform of the
PRCC Campus Police, certi-
fied by the state of Mississippi
as a law enforcement officer.

Known by all as Pawpaw,
Newson graduated from
PRCC in the spring of 2016
and transferred to Nichols
State University to study law
enforcement. 

By the end of the fall semes-
ter, he was back at The River.

“They didn’t have my pro-
gram,” he said of Nichols
State. “They told me they did
but they never did.”

He spent several months as
Marion Hall head resident and
PRCC security officer before
heading to the Harrison
County Law Enforcement
Training Academy in April
2017. 

He graduated in July as the
American flag guidon carrier
and holder of the driving
award for his class.

Newson considered himself
“somewhat” of a leader for the
class, which started with 25
students and ended with 18.

“Bringing everyone together
as a team,” he said. “Being a
leader in whatever you do, you
have to take responsibility for
that.”

Newson embraced the lead-
ership role as a PRCC student
- he was a Wildcat cheerleader
for three years, Student
Government Association sec-
retary/treasurer as a freshman
and vice president as a sopho-
more, freshman class favorite
and Mr. PRCC as a sophomore
and a resident assistant as a
“super” sophomore.

Doug Rowell, PRCC direc-
tor of public safety, got to
know Newson well during
those years.

“During his time there, I was
able to observe his character
and willingness to help others,”
Rowell said. “One
day he told me he
was interested into
going into law en-
forcement. The op-
portunity came for
him to come to us
part time (as a se-
curity officer) and
during that time,
he demonstrated
the characteristics
and the integrity
and the values of a
police officer.”

Rowell and Newson both see
his familiarity with PRCC and
his youth - he’s just 22 - as ad-
vantages.

“The fact that he spent so
much time at the River and was
involved in every activity pos-
sible helps him understand and
know what the students are
dealing with on a day-to-day
basis,” Rowell said. “The stu-

dents will often
feel like they can
relate to someone
that age a little bet-
ter than they can to
someone like me
who’s older.”

Newson thinks
he probably un-
derstands the
thought processes
of students better
than older officers

but acknowledges
his age can be a drawback.

“Some won’t take me as se-
rious,” he said. He’s gotten
mixed reactions from students.

“In uniform, they look at me

as a police officer they don’t
want to mess with,” he said.
“Out of uniform, they look at
me like another student.”

His long-range plans include
earning a bachelor’s degree in
criminal justice from the
University of Southern Mississ-
ippi and a master’s degree, then
applying for a job with a feder-
al law enforcement agency.

“I’ll apply for numerous
ones and whichever accepts
me,” he said.

For now, he works the
overnight shift on campus.

“It has its ups and downs,”
he said. “Some nights, it’s
busy. Some nights, you just
count the frogs hopping across
the road.”

So where did the Pawpaw
name originate?

“I was born with back teeth
so it was like an old man’s
smile,” he said.

‘Pawpaw’ Newson

The Hancock County
Chamber of Commerce named
Raymunda Barnes Citizen of
the Year at its annual banquet
on Aug. 24.

Barnes is assistant vice pres-
ident for PRCC’s Hancock
Center.

“Mr. Barnes is most deserv-
ing of this recognition,” said
PRCC President Dr. Adam
Breerwood. “He is an outstand-
ing man and educator who has
dedicated his life to serving stu-
dents. I am honored to call him
a friend and colleague.”

PRCC opened its Hancock
Center in Waveland just days
before Hurricane Katrina
swamped it under six feet of
water on Aug. 29, 2005.
Barnes came to the Hancock
Center as lead instructor in
2007. He was named director
in 2011 and now has the title of
assistant vice president for the
Hancock Center.

Barnes was surprised when
he was chosen Citizen of the
Year from nine other nomi-

nees.
“I felt honored but most of

all I was shocked to think that
the people of Hancock County
thought enough of me and
Pearl River Community
College to select me as citizen
of the year,” he said.

He is a member of the cham-
ber board of directors and
chairman of its education com-
mittee.

“Our commitment to
Hancock County is stronger
than ever,” Breerwood said.
“Employees like Raymunda
are representing the institution
to the highest of standards. I
am proud of him and his con-
tinued contributions to Pearl
River Community College.
This honor is well deserved.”

The chamber’s education
committee meets monthly at
the Hancock Center and PRCC
has helped sponsor a gradua-
tion breakfast for high school
seniors for several years.

“We do a lot for the county,”
Barnes said. 

Raymunda Barnes is pictured with PRCC President Dr.
Adam Breerwood after Barnes was named Citizen of the
Year by the Hancock County Chamber of Commerce.

Hancock chamber recognizes Barnes

Dr. Breerwood era begins at PRCC

Dr. Adam Breerwood, president of Pearl River Community
College, speaks at the college’s professional development
event on Aug. 7.

Theme of his message: Burn the Boats
The 2017-18 year at Pearl

River Community College
kicked off Aug. 7 with new
president Dr. Adam
Breerwood presiding over pro-
fessional development meet-
ings.

All employees from custodi-
ans to vice presidents assem-
bled in the Brownstone Center
for the Arts to hear Breerwood
base a message on the exploits
of Hernan Cortez.

The Spanish explorer or-
dered his crews to burn their
boats when they landed in
Mexico to conquer the Aztecs
and explained they would re-
turn home in boats seized from
the Aztecs.

“That’s the level of committ-
ment we need to get Pearl
River Community College
where we need to be,”
Breerwood said in a short
video. “We’re going to burn
the boats, no retreat, no surren-
der.”

He came to PRCC as a first-
generation college student on a
baseball scholarship and has
served the college as a coach,
teacher and administrator

while completing his degrees.
“There’s no place I’d rather

be,” he said. “Why can’t Pearl
River Community College be
the best? I’ve never under-
stood the concept of it’s ok to
be second best. 

“I think about our students a
lot, different ways to alleviate
the challenges, the obstacles. I
believe we can change lives
here. I wouldn’t be standing
here today if I didn’t.”

Breerwood acknowledged
PRCC faces budget challenges
but said he and his administra-
tion will deal with them with-
out lots of complaining. But he
promised to communicate with
employees, leading to trans-
parency and responsibility.

“Everybody has a role in
this,” Breerwood said.
“There’s only so much room
on this boat. Give me an op-
portunity. I guarantee you
we’ll change lives on a daily
basis.”

The faculty also heard from
Dr. Sam Jones, motivational
speaker and vice president for
student affairs at Jones County
Junior College. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon - PRCC Lil’ Wildcat Cheer Clinic -- 
Open to ages 2-12

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. - Visit the PRCC Museum and see 
new college history exhibits for 2017

10:15 a.m. - Voices Ensemble, Homecoming Court Meet and 
Greet & Alumni Open House; Alumni House/Gazebo  

11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. - Carnival for Community and Fans; 
Practice Field Next to the Football Stadium

11:00 a.m. - Homecoming Alumni/Sports Hall of Fame 
Luncheon; Olivia Bender Cafeteria in Crosby Hall            

12:00 p.m. - Pre-Coronation Tea Party with Homecoming 
Court for Community and Fans; Ethel Holden Brownstone 
Center for the Arts, Lobby

     1:00 p.m. - Coach T.D. “Dobie” Holden 
      Players’ Reunion Tent at South End Zone; 
     Dobie Holden Stadium 

     2:00 p.m. - Kick-Off 
                           PRCC vs. MGCCC Bulldogs & 
     Homecoming Court Presentations; 
     Dobie Holden Stadium
  

 
 
 

 
                                   

 
 

Homecoming
Celebration 2017

Students can buy $5 balcony tickets for the Guy Penrod con-
cert at 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 25, at the Brownstone Center.

He is one of the most in-demand touring artists in Christian
music. A vocal powerhouse, Penrod travels throughout the U.S.
and abroad in addition to making multiple media appearances
including radio’s “The Mike Huckabee Show”, RFD-TV’s top-
rated “Larry’s Country Diner” and one of North America’s most
popular Christian television programs “100 Huntley Street”.
Additionally, Penrod hosts DayStar Television’s Emmy Award-
winning “Gospel Music Showcase” program.

Students will also be able to buy $5 balcony tickets for the
performance of illusionist Mike Super on Tuesday, Oct. 24.
Reserved seating tickets for both the Penrod concert and Super
appearance are $20 and $25. 

All tickets can be purchased in the fine arts office on the sec-
ond floor of Moody Hall.

The first event in the Honors Forum lecture series will be at 7
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 17, when scientist Dr. Robert Ballard speaks
at the Brownstone Center.

Ballard, best known for his discovery of the wreckage of the
Titanic, is also an author and college professor. He was featured
in a National Geographic television program chronicling dis-
covery of the Titanic. 

He also discovered the wreckages of the German battleship
Bismarck, the American aircraft carrier Yorktown, John F.
Kennedy’s PT-109 and the lost fleet of Guadalcanal.

The series, part of the Dr. William Lewis Honors Institute, is
made possible by a grant from the Lower Pearl River Valley
Foundation. 

Complimentary tickets are available through the fine arts of-
fice on the second floor of Moody Hall.

Ballard headlines
Honors lecture series

Nominations for the 2017 homecoming court can be made
through the link on the RiverGuide homepage through Friday,
Sept. 22. Each student can nominate once.

Elections will be held through the same link Tuesday, Sept.
26, through Friday, Sept. 29. Each student can vote one time.

Poplarville campus students elect the queen, two sophomore
maids and two freshman maids.

Forrest County Center and Hancock Center students elect one
sophomore maid and one freshman maid from each campus.

Students: Time to choose 
‘17 homecoming court

Join PRCC team for
Heart Walk on Oct. 7

PRCC will be participating in the Heart Walk on Saturday,
Oct. 7, at the University of Southern Mississippi.

Cabrini Smith, administrative assistant for Forrest County op-
erations, is chair of the PRCC team.

Participants are asked to raise $100 in donations for the
American Heart Association.

For information on how to get involved, contact smith at cm-
smith@prcc.edu or extension 5525.

Pearl River Community College is one of only four commu-
nity colleges to show an enrollment increase for the 2017 fall
semester, according to preliminary headcount enrollment fig-
ures released by the Mississippi Community College Board.

PRCC had the second largest increase (3.5 percent) of the 15
community colleges in the state over last fall.  

Early figures compiled through Sept. 6 showed 4,882 students
enrolled at one of the three PRCC campuses, satellite locations
or online. Enrollment through Sept. 12 is now up to 4,934 stu-
dents, a 6.7 percent increase over this date last year.

“We are obviously pleased with the confidence that our stu-
dents have placed in our College,” said PRCC President Adam
Breerwood. “We take the confidence shown in us seriously.”

n See story and graphic, page 2.
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Pearl River Community College offers equal ed-
ucation and employment opportunities. The
College does not discriminate on the basis of race,
religion, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, age, national origin, veteran status, or dis-
ability. For inquiries regarding the non-discrimina-
tion policies or to request accommodations, spe-
cial assistance, or alternate format publication
please contact Tonia Moody Seal, Director of
Admissions and Records and ADA/Civil Rights
Coordinator, at P.O. Box 5537, Poplarville, MS
39470 or 601-403-1060. For inquiries regarding
Title IX, contact Maghan James, Assistant Vice
President of Student Services and Title IX
Coordinator, P.O. Box 5560, Poplarville, MS
39470 or 601-403-1253.

Pearl River Community College is accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to award asso-
ciate degrees. Contact the Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Ga.
30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500, or at
http://www.sacscoc.org for questions about the
accreditation of Pearl River Community College.
The Commission is only to be contacted to learn
about the accreditation status of the College, to
file a third-party comment at the time of the
College’s decennial review, or to file a complaint
against the College with evidence that appears to
support non-compliance with a standard or re-
quirement. All normal inquiries about the institu-
tion, such as admission requirements, financial
aid, educational programs, etc., should be ad-
dressed directly to Pearl River Community
College and not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

CAMPUS?SCENES

Students gathered outside the library to meet each other and enjoy snacks and music
provided by the Student Life Center.

Dorm meet and greet

Ice cream social

Skylar Boone of Brandon, left, waits for Development Foundation accountant Shana
Breerwood to serve her at the Alumni Association’s Ice Cream Social on Aug. 25 at the
Alumni Gazebo. With them is Charisma Walker, also of Brandon. 

By LENA KINDER
The Drawl Staff Writer

Return to Arcadia Bay, Oregon in Life is
Strange: Before the Storm and play as Chloe
Price, the beloved childhood best friend of Max
Caulfield from the original Life is Strange.

In this prequel, you will experience Chloe’s
struggle with losing her father, her
best friend, and the overflowing
loneliness she feels. You will follow
her through her wild and extreme ef-
forts as she tries to fill her void.  

At the beginning of her journey,
she meets Rachel Amber, the most
popular girl at Blackwell Academy
and, who later goes mysteriously
missing in Life is Strange.

Rachel Amber becomes best
friends with Chloe as they both feel
absolutely misunderstood and face
different, but life altering events. 

Rachel Amber quickly becomes Chloe’s only
escape from reality, giving Chloe the ability to
fully be herself in a world where she is con-
stantly being told who she is isn’t good enough. 

In this episodic journey, Before the Storm al-
lows you to create a special connection to

Chloe through a third person point of view. As
Chloe, you will face tough decisions through
both conversations and actions, which will ulti-
mately affect the rest of the story. 

Chloe will find items that can help you along
the way, but could later cause consequences.
The conversations she has with the people
around her, whether they are her mom, peers, or

teachers will influence the way they
feel about her and this will in turn af-
fect the story.  

The sound track by Daughter cre-
ates a nostalgic and melancholy tone
that fits perfectly with the overall
theme of the game.   

Chloe will have you feeling your
teenage angst, whether you are an
adult or teenager.  This story will
have you both laughing and crying.

Before the Storm is filled with
both sarcastic humor and heart rend-

ing moments, allowing you to see Chloe and
Rachel Ambers’ friendship unfold.  

You will truly feel what the characters around
you feel, leaving you with heart break and an
overwhelming need for more.  
n Lena Kinder is a freshman student from

Roanoke, Va.  

Kinder

Life is Strange: Before the Storm

Video game review:

By JOSHUA FERGUSON
The Drawl Staff Writer

As we immerse ourselves in the semester
with its academic necessities and impending
deadlines, it’s easy to forget the real reason
we’re here. We all want a career. 

The problem is often those careers are com-
petitive and while it’s relatively easy to find a
new job once you have been hired somewhere,
breaking into the field can pose a challenge.

In computer science (for exam-
ple), the jobs geared toward people
with that degree vary so much from
the academic discipline that there is
a very real need to stand out from
your contemporaries. 

You can’t just take your courses,
make decent grades, and expect to
get a job at Google. You have to be
able to offer something more than
just a good GPA.

The examples I will use on how to
make yourself stand out are pulled
from my academic and career focus,
computer science, but these same ideas apply to
most other fields. Just do your research so that
you can know what’s expected of you once you
make it to your field. 

The first two things you need to work on re-
gardless of what field you are going into is math
and social skills. 

A study conducted by the University of
California, Santa Barbara, found that people
possessing strong math and social skills earned
more over a 20-year period than those with only
one set of skills, and the ROI on these skillsets
has been gradually increasing over a 30-year pe-
riod (since the advent of home computing).

In today’s technologically driven world you
need to have a good understanding of how to
solve problems. You don’t need to be a human
calculator (that’s what computers are for) but
you do need to understand the relationships be-
tween various mathematical concepts and have
an eye for patterns so you can see these relation-
ships in real world applications.

How? Practice. Hit khan academy, download
some practice books, and just play around with

it. It doesn’t matter what skill level you are; just
try to push your boundaries. 

Social grace is a little harder to quantify, thus
harder to gauge in terms of what needs work,
but it can still be developed. 

I used to not be able to detect sarcasm, or lies,
or generally any implicit social cues; I eventual-
ly realized I had a problem and started reading
every book (and watching every video) I could
find on body language, lie detection, social dy-
namics, emotional intelligence, and a myriad of

other related subjects.
I’m fairly good at reading people

because of it. If you decide to go a
similar route just realize that human
lie detectors don’t exist and the best
anyone can achieve is an approxi-
mation of reality because we don’t
know what goes on in other people’s
heads. 

The next few things may or may
not apply to you. In computer sci-
ence you really have to demonstrate
technical skill in whatever field you

want to find yourself in. 
Having side projects that push your technical

skill while allowing you apply your skills to a
real world application really improves your
odds of landing a job at a high paying company
right from the starting line.

Once you have a project going, find a way to
publish it (for my fellow CS students, having an
active github account is better than having a re-
sume). The best way to go about it is to get with
a group of friends and build something.

The last thing is also one of the most impor-
tant: Find internships. I worked one this sum-
mer and no amount of coding on my own could
have prepared me for a development environ-
ment. 

My skills improved more in two months than
they had in the previous six months. My odds of
landing work in the future have drastically im-
proved because I now have some history of em-
ployment in the field. 

Now I can actually offer Google something
other than just a good GPA.
n Joshua Ferguson is a sophomore student

from Perkinston.

Ferguson

Make yourself stand out
as you pursue career path

Academic Year

Coahoma

Copiah Lincoln

East Central

East Mississippi

Hinds

Holmes

Itawamba

Jones

Meridian

Mississippi Delta

Mississippi Gulf Coast

Northeast Mississippi

Northwest Mississippi

Pearl River

Southwest Mississippi
System Totals

College 10th Day SSCH 10th Day SSCH

2,191 30,387 0.8% 0.9% 2,015 28,068 8.0% 7.6%

3,075 39,787 2.2% 1.3% 3,099 39,006 0.8% 2.0%

2,379 33,670 8.6% 7.9% 2,625 36,285 10.3% 7.8%

4,261 54,254 6.0% 4.8% 4,166 53,228 2.2% 1.9%

11,505 143,449 1.3% 0.7% 11,830 144,137 2.8% 0.5%

6,176 80,134 0.9% 2.2% 6,073 76,478 1.7% 4.6%

5,833 75,691 1.2% 1.1% 5,336 70,212 8.5% 7.2%

4,749 66,714 0.3% 0.0% 4,624 63,018 2.6% 5.5%

3,606 43,506 6.4% 2.1% 3,520 42,652 2.4% 2.0%

2,372 32,948 4.0% 0.3% 2,348 32,595 1.0% 1.1%

9,294 119,040 3.7% 5.1% 9,215 116,896 0.9% 1.8%

3,524 47,651 1.2% 1.8% 3,501 46,557 0.7% 2.3%

7,894 95,422 1.2% 0.0% 7,668 92,164 2.9% 3.4%

4,725 62,054 1.5% 4.5% 4,882 64,492 3.3% 3.9%

1,897 27,041 0.2% 0.2% 1,945 27,236 2.5% 0.7%
73,481 951,748 0.9% 0.6% 72,847 933,024 0.9% 2.0%

PRELIMINARY HEADCOUNT
ENROLLMENT

PRELIMINARY HEADCOUNT
ENROLLMENT

2016 2017

Fall 2016 Fall to Fall
Headcount

Fall to Fall
SSCH

2017 2018

Fall 2017 Fall to Fall
Headcount

Fall to Fall
SSCH

Mississippi Community College Board

Enrollments show a slight decline
Enrollment this fall fell from an all-time

high at Mississippi’s eight public universi-
ties and declined for the seventh straight
year at the state’s 15 community colleges.

Preliminary counts released Sept. 9 show
students decreasing 1.6 percent at universi-
ties and 0.9 percent at community colleges.

Jackson State shrank 12.5 percent, the
most among the universities. Spokeswoman
Maxine Greenleaf said the school cut back
on aid to students as the university deals
with a financial crisis and purged students
with overdue bills more quickly.

“The university is requiring payment ear-
lier in the semester, which allows us to man-
age our resources more effectively,”
President William Bynum said in a state-
ment. “Also, JSU reduced institutionally
funded scholarship offerings in order to sta-
bilize these expenditures.”

Also seeing enrollment fall were the
University of Mississippi, the Mississippi
University for Women and the University of
Southern Mississippi. Ole Miss dropped 470
students, or 1.9 percent, saying it’s trying to
increase its share of in-state students and
raise academic requirements for nonresi-
dents.

Delta State University and Alcorn State
University both saw their student bodies
grow by 5 percent or more. Delta State
President Bill LaForge said his school’s 5.3
percent growth was fueled by, among other
things, better recruiting, keeping more stu-
dents from dropping out and doubling the
school’s number of international students in
the last three years. Alcorn said its freshman
class surged by 38 percent to a record level.

UNIVERSITIES
Alcorn State:    3,592,     + 5 percent
Delta State:      3,778,     +5.3 percent
Jackson State:   8,583,   -12.5 percent
Miss. State:      21,884    +1.2 percent
M.U.W.:           2,796,    -5.4 percent
Miss. Valley:     2,458,   +0.1 percent
Univ. of Miss.:   23,870, -1.9 percent
Southern Miss.:  14,479, -0.5 percent
All universities:  81,350, -1.6 percent

Community college enrollment began dropping after
hitting an all-time high of almost 89,000 in 2010, as a
better job market means fewer people are brushing up on
job skills. This fall’s enrollment, dipping below 73,000
students, is 18 percent lower than peak. But overall de-
clines are moderating, with student numbers falling by
less than 1 percent for the second year in a row.

East Central Community College grew fastest among
the five community colleges adding students, rising 10
percent. President Billy Stewart said a new women’s dor-
mitory may have provided the biggest boost. Enrollment
shrank most at Itawamba Community College. 

By MYCHEAL WILLIAMS
The Drawl Staff Writer

The LSU Tigers football program has obvi-
ously proven that they are one of the top and
most competitive teams in the SEC.

LSU’s football team has shown that they can
beat teams like Auburn, Georgia, Ole Miss,
and, of course, longtime rival Alabama. The
infamous Crimson Tide has given
fans and LSU players more of a
reason every single year to look
forward to their matchup. 

Alabama has single handedly
dominated the college football
game nearly every year recently
from close to undefeated seasons or
their yearly trips to the national
championship games.

Personally, I wouldn’t call the
LSU and Alabama game a rivalry
anymore. I say this because Alabama
has beaten LSU every year for the past six
years. Alabama beat LSU six years in a row
not because LSU isn’t good because the team’s
record shows otherwise.

I don’t think that Alabama is better than LSU
in every aspect, like defense. The LSU defense

is so strong and talented this season I think it
will be a lot harder for teams to run the ball
down the field.

LSU picked up a 300-pound freshman and
put him on the defensive front line. Senior de-
fensive end Deondre Clark has had a dominat-
ing first two games as the starting end in their
rotation. 

After this summer’s loss of sophomore de-
fensive back Savion Smith, the
LSU defense needs all the help it
can get. Smith reportedly left the
Tigers for Mississippi Gulf Coast to
become more focused on playing
time. It is still possible the four-star
athlete could transfer back to LSU
but we will have to wait and see.

After defeating the Louisville
Cardinals in last year’s bowl game,
LSU hopes to make it to a national
championship playoff soon. The

Tigers haven’t been to a BCS cham-
pionship game since its loss to Alabama in
2012. I believe the Tigers will have an out-
standing season and I can’t wait to see their
progress.
n Mychael Williams is a freshman stu-

dent from Atlanta, Ga.

Williams

This LSU football team
may be real deal in ’17

Health notice
Immunizations for Influenza (flu), Hep B, Pneumonia, Shingles, MMR, Tdap, and
Chickenpox will be available for any interested PRCC student/employee on Tuesday and
Wednesday between the hours of 10:30 am and 1:30 p.m. The schedule:
n Forrest County Center (Sept. 19) - Allied Health Center, room 103. 
n Poplarville Campus location (Sept. 20) - Crosby Hall great hall conference room. 
Immunizations are covered by PRCC employee health insurance. Students may use their

personal insurance or pay by check/cash. Family members over the age of ten covered by
our employee health insurance are invited to participate.
Call Health Services at 601-403-1303 or ext. 1303 if you have questions.



Dr. Jennifer Seal and Dr. Terri Smith Ruckel
have been named deans of Pearl River
Community College’s Honors Institute.

Dr. Seal will serve the Honors Institute on the
Poplarville campus and Dr. Ruckel will serve
the Honors Institute at the Forrest County
Center in Hattiesburg. They will
work collaboratively across campus-
es to plan joint opportunities for
Honors students.

“We are very pleased with the
progress that the PRCC Honors
Institute has experienced since its in-
ception a few short years ago,” said
PRCC President Adam Breerwood.
“The quality students that are partic-
ipating in this program are a real
asset to our institution.  At the same
time, the programmatic and scholar-
ship opportunities that are afforded
these students are significant and, in
some cases, life-changing.”

Dr. Seal will add the duties of dean
to her role as vice president for plan-
ning and institutional research, a po-
sition she has held since 2014. Prior
to that, she was director of institu-
tional effectiveness and served as a
reaffirmation review committee
member for the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SAC-
SCOC), the College’s accrediting
body. 

“The Honors Institute provides an excellent
experience for students who want to challenge
themselves academically,” said Dr. Seal.   

She chairs several college committees, in-
cluding the Women’s Health Symposium steer-

ing committee, and has served on the Honors
Institute advisory board. In addition, Seal cur-
rently serves as president of the Hancock
County School District Board of Education and
as president of the Rotary Club of Poplarville.  

Dr. Ruckel has served as Honors Coordinator
at the Forrest County Center since
2012 and has served as a member of
the Honors Institute advisory board
from its inception. She currently
serves Mississippi and Louisiana as
the associate regional coordinator for
Phi Theta Kappa International Honor
Society for the two-year colleges,
while she continues to work with
Beta Tau Gamma, the award-winning
local chapter on the Forrest County
Center campus.

“There are so many exciting op-
portunities associated with this posi-
tion, not the least of which is working
with Dr. Seal,” said Dr. Ruckel. 

An honors education at Pearl River
includes personal attention, award
winning faculty, lectures and semi-
nars, study-travel experiences, re-
search opportunities, and career-
building studies - all designed to en-
hance a classic education and to pre-
pare students for a lifetime of
achievement. 

According to Dr. Ruckel, “The
Honors Institute provides opportuni-

ties like those which might be found at a much
more expensive liberal arts college.” 

The opportunities are significant, as last
spring’s numbers prove: Honors graduates
earned more than $500,000 in total transfer
scholarships. 
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Dr. Seal

New employees at Pearl River Community College went through orientation on Aug. 1. They are, seated from left, football
offensive coordinator Ryan Trevathan, biology instructor Amanda Lawler, Sarah Simmons, adult education navigator at
Forrest County Center; Cassie Reid, FCC biology instructor; Hancock Center English instructor Shari Brooks, Stephanie
Clark, Hattiesburg WIN Center case manager; standing, John Ladner, unmanned aerial systems instructor; chemistry in-
structor Erick Moffett, FCC chemistry instructor Jeff Tinnon, advisor Alexandra Kennedy, Daphne Stevens, coaching and
professional development specialist; FCC electronics instructor Tim Donati, Melanie Davis, early childhood academy coor-
dinator; Deloris Butler, Hattiesburg WIN Center adult education-computer instructor; and Darby Lenoir, Picayune WIN
Center adult education-computer instructor. Not pictured is associate degree nursing instructor Malcolm Hotzman.

New employees at PRCC

Dr. Ruckel

Drs. Seal, Ruckel named
deans of Honors Institute 

Fourth District Congressman Steven Palazzo talks to Honors Institute students Emily
Brannon of Hattiesburg and Dalton Spiers of Poplarville during a visit on Aug. 23.

wmcarey.edu | 601-318-6103

Open House

You are invited to come tour 
William Carey University, learn about the 

application process and explore scholarship and 
financial aid opportunities.

October 4  1-4 p.m. 
RSVP: Sept. 27

November 15 1-4 p.m.
RSVP: Nov. 8

To reserve your spot, call (601) 318-6007 or 
email kwheat@wmcarey.edu

Calendar of events
Weekly events

Poplarville
Monday - BSU Leadership Bible Study, 5

p.m., BSU
Tuesday - Priority Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday - DECA meeting, 2 p.m.,

Technology Center Room 126
Student Led Bible Study, 6 p.m., BSU
Fellowship of Christian Athletes gathering, 7

p.m., Malone Chapel
Thursday - Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU

Forrest County Center
Wednesday - BSU Lunch Encounter, 12 p.m.,

multipurpose room
—-

Monday, Sept. 18 - Pledging ceremony for
ADN students, 12:30 p.m., Malone Chapel
n Beta Tau Gamma Phi Theta Kappa induc-

tion, 6 p.m., Forrest County Center multipurpose
room
n SGA Movie Night, 8 p.m., library lawn
Tuesday, Sept. 19 - Guest lecture by biologist

Dr. Janet Donaldson, 11 a.m., Science Building
Room 114
n Forrest County Center Honors Institute

Faculty Lecture by Terri Clark, 12:15 p.m., mul-
tipurpose room; “Learning is a Marathon, not a
Sprint”
n Development Foundationís Scholarship

Dinner, 6:30 p.m., cafeteria
Wednesday, Sept. 20 - College Fair, 10 a.m.-1

p.m., Great Hall
n Sigma Kappa Delta meeting, 12:15 p.m.,

Building 2, room 103
Thursday, Sept. 21 - Student tailgate at The

Bend, 4 p.m., north end zone of Dobie Holden
Stadium
n PRCC football vs Hinds, 6 p.m., Dobie

Holden Stadium
Friday, Sept. 22 - Friday Fun-Day trip to

kayak on Black Creek
Monday, Sept. 25 - PRCC soccer vs East

Central, 5 & 7 p.m., Athletic Complex 
n Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa induc-

tion, 6 p.m., Malone Chapel
n Guy Penrod concert, 7 p.m., Brownstone

Center; $20, $25 tickets; $5 balcony back row
student tickets

Tuesday, Sept. 26 - Travel Club meeting,
12:15 p.m., Forrest County Center Student
Success Center 
n Day of Disc Golf, 2-6 p.m., Wildcat Trace

Disc Golf Course

Thursday, Sept. 28 - “The Village” movie
screening, 11 a.m., Hancock Center biology lab
n Lunch and Learn on Degree Works with Dr.

Amy Townsend, 12 p.m., Forrest County Center
multipurpose room
n DECA meeting, 12:30 p.m., Forrest County

Center Building 5, room 113
Monday, Oct. 2 - SGA Movie Night, 8 p.m., li-

brary lawn
Tuesday, Oct. 3 - Allied Health Tour Day,

Forrest County Center
Wednesday, Oct. 4 - Allied Health Tour Day,

Forrest County Center
Friday, Oct. 6 - Senior Preview for high school

seniors, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Brownstone Center
Saturday, Oct. 7 - PRCC soccer vs Gulf Coast,

5 & 7 p.m., Athletic Complex
Monday, Oct. 9 - Columbus Day holiday;

night classes meet
Tuesday, Oct. 10 - Ping Pong Tournament,

Student Life Center
Friday, Oct. 13 - Friday the 13th Movie Night,

8 p.m., Student Life Center
Saturday, Oct. 14 - PRCC football vs Jones, 1

p.m., Dobie Holden Stadium
Tuesday, Oct. 17 - PRCC soccer vs Jones, 5 &

7 p.m., Athletic Complex
n Honors Forum lecture by Dr. Robert Ballard,

7 p.m., Brownstone Center; free
Thursday, Oct. 19 - Lunch and Learn with

Sylvia Preston, 12 p.m., Forrest County Center
multipurpose room

Saturday, Oct. 21 - PRCC Museum open, 10
a.m.-2 p.m., old Hancock Hall
n Voices perform, homecoming court meets

and greets alumni, 10:15 a.m., Alumni Gazebo
and Alumni House
n Carnival - 11 a.m.-2 p.m., practice field
n Alumni/Sports Hall of Fame luncheon, 11

a.m., cafeteria
n PRCC football vs Gulf Coast, 2 p.m., Dobie

Holden Stadium
Tuesday, Oct. 24 - Forrest-Lamar Alumni

Chapter fish fry, 4:30-6:30 p.m., SMEPA in
Hattiesburg; $8 per plate 
n Illusionist Mike Super, 7 p.m., Brownstone

Center; $20, $25 tickets; $5 balcony back row
student tickets

Monday, Oct. 30 - SGA Halloween Bingo
Night, Student Life Center
n Online registration for spring begins
Tuesday, Oct. 31 - Forrest County Center Fall

Fest

The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character
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By Dr. AMANDA PARKER
Vice President/Forrest County Operations

The Forrest County Center is back in action
as students, faculty, and staff eagerly begin the
fall semester. 

We are excited to offer a packed calendar of
events with a variety of activities for all to join.
The History & Humanities Club, Science Club,
Mu Alpha Theta, Sigma Kappa Delta, Social
Sciences Club, Video Game Club, and Phi
Theta Kappa all have meetings and events
scheduled to begin a great year. 

To get involved with events on campus, con-
tact any of our student services offices and take
a look at the FCC student events calendar. We
can direct you to the calendar and to a club that
is right for you! 

The most exciting thing about college is the
opportunity to learn something new and make
new friends. Getting involved can make this
happen.

Our first campus wide event will take place
on Sept. 19  in the Multipurpose Room as we
begin our 2017-18 Honors Lecture Series titled,
“Four Speakers. Four Topics. Four Insights. For
Anyone Who Loves Learning.”

Ms. Terri Clark, Director of Adult Education,

will present “Learning is a Marathon, Not a
Sprint: A Personal Insight on Running,
Marathons, Bombs, and Life.”
n BSU will continue each Wednesday in the

Multipurpose Room at noon. We hope each of
you will join us for some great food and fellow-
ship. 

On Oct. 31, we will have our traditional Fall
Fest with free food and lots of fun. There always
seems to be a little surprise from the faculty and
staff for the students as well.  

Our second honors lecture is Nov. 16 in the
Multipurpose Room. We will have many other
events; please check out your River Guide por-
tal for calendar updates and events.

Here is a list of adjunct instructors at the
Forrest County Center this fall:

Thomas Conner - Art for Elementary
Teachers; Randy Taylor - Business; Jack
Denton - Business; Laila Ali - Biology; Melinda
Miller-Butler - Biology; Frank Turnage -
Anatomy & Physiology; Dennis Hatten -
Economics; Matthew Martin - English;
Andrelle Nicholson - English; Mary Fiveash -
Human Growth & Development; Dorothy
Reynolds - Nutrition; Melinda Marks -
Orientation; Kirby Lambert - Math; and Benny
Hornsby - Sociology.

Calendar of events offers
students many nice options

Plans are in the works to renovate Building 3 at the Forrest County Center. Here, archi-
tects Larry Albert and Chris Robinson of Albert and Associates Architects show PRCC
President Adam Breerwood, Dr. Jana Causey, Vice President for Forrest County
Operations; and Craig Tynes, director of buildings and grounds, the drawings. Student
Services and Adult Education will relocate to Building 3 while practical nursing will be
moved to the Allied Health Center.

Renovation plans underway

The Hattiesburg Woman’s Club recently presented a $350 scholarship to Pearl River
Community College student Rebecca Barrett of Poplarville at the Forrest County Center.
Barrett is a freshman student majoring in business. On hand for the presentation were,
from left: PRCC President Adam Breerwood, PRCC instructor Dr. Ryan Ruckel; Margaret
Thomas, scholarship chair for the Hattiesburg Woman’s Club; Barrett, Dr. Jana Causey,
vice president for Forrest County Operations; and Dr. Amanda Parker, assistant vice
president for Forrest County Operations. Barrett’s scholarship is for the 2017 fall semes-
ter. She is a member of the Honors Institute, Phi Theta Kappa, Sigma Kappa Delta, and
currently serves as a peer mentor in the Student Success Center. 

Woman’s Club scholarship

Terri Clark

Terri Clark, director of Adult
Education Services at Pearl
River Community College,
was recently named director of
the year for the southern region
of the state of Mississippi.

Clark’s award was presented
at the Adult Education State
Conference, which was spon-
sored by Mississippi
Community College Board.  

“It is an incredible honor to
be recognized as Adult
Education director of the year
for the southern region,” said
Clark.

“I am fortunate to work
alongside the best adult educa-
tion staff in the state. During the
2016-2017 academic year, our
team assisted more than 1,100
adults in our district with im-

proving their reading and math
skills. More than 250 of these
adults earned their high school
equivalency with PRCC.”

Clark has been director of
PRCC’s program since 2015.
Prior to that time, she worked
as adult education counselor at
PRCC from 2009-15 and as a
school counselor in the Forrest
County School district from
2005-09.

“I am honored to serve with
such a strong instructional
team who truly wants to assist
adults in reaching their aca-
demic goals,” said Clark. “I
am excited about the upcom-
ing semester and look forward
to serving many more adults
needing a high school equiva-
lency diploma.” 

Clark receives Adult Education honor

Dickie Scruggs, the former high-profile
Mississippi attorney who spent time in jail for
attempted judicial bribery, is hoping more
adult education students will take advantage of
scholarships his foundation is giving away. 

Scruggs’ Second Chance MS awards schol-
arships for GED’s, skills training and academ-
ics at community colleges.

On Aug. 24, he spoke to adult education stu-
dents at the Forrest County Campus of Pearl
River Community College.

Some of the students attending have benefit-
ed from the scholarships.

“It’s a good thing, because I do have a felony
too, so it was like, this could help me from
moving on to bigger and better things,” said
Nyra Morgan, a PRCC student from Louisiana
who used her scholarship to learn new manu-

facturing skills.
“It takes one person to make a change and

that’s us and showing up to these classes and
studying and it pays off,” said Minerva Avalos,
another student who received a scholarship.
“But, I’m so happy because that money helped
me in so many ways.”

Scruggs said more scholarships are available
for those need them.

“We’re trying to get 50 (students) into either
welding, manufacturing skills or nursing, or to
move on with their academics, once they get
their GED,” said Scruggs. 

“We wanted to introduce ourselves to a
wider group of students here and that was the
purpose of coming.”

Scruggs’ foundation also provides gas cards
and bonuses for completing course work. 

Second Chance program
benefits local GED students 

Adult education studens (below) at Pearl River Community College listen as Minerva
Avalos (above), a PRCC student, talks about the advantages that came her way thanks
to scholarships she received from the Second Chance Mississsippi program. Second
Chance was founded by former attorney Dickie Scruggs and is run by his son, Zach
Scruggs (standing above). 

Upper left, Dickie Scruggs
talks to the local media
about the Second Chance
Mississippi program. Below
left, Zach Scruggs visits
with PRCC student Nyra
Morgan about the benefits
of the scholarship program.
Above, Zach Scruggs an-
swers questions from
PRCC student Donna
McClinton. 
PRCC Public Relations
photos 

Honors Institute orientation

DECA officers for 2017-2018 at the Forrest County Center include from left: Gen’Charla
Echols of Columbia, director of membership services; Amber Sullivan of Hattiesburg, direc-
tor of finance; Ronnie Duff of Hattiesburg, director of communications; Carrie Buchanan of
Columbia, president; and Hailey Holland of Columbia, director of public relations.

DECA officers

Above, Lorenzo Catlett of
Hattiesburg (standing),
president of the Forrest
County Center’s Honors
Institute chapter, speaks to
incoming Honors freshmen
students about the benefits
of the program. Left, Honors
Institute 2017 graduate
Rachael Carraro tells in-
coming students about the
many scholarship opportuni-
ties that came her way via
the Honors program.
Carraro was the second
PRCC student to win the
Jack Kent Cooke
Foundation Transfer
Scholarship.
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Faculty Association officers 

Faculty Association officers on the Poplarville campus are, seated from left, secretary-treas-
urer Lois McDonald, English instructor; president Jason Ramshur, political science and his-
tory instructor; vice president Justin Williamson, English instructor; standing, career techni-
cal representatives Tyrone McLaurin, barbering instructor, and Sonya Tapper, early child-
hood development instructor, and academic representative Maggie Smith, English instructor.

Faculty Association officers at the Forrest County Center include from left: Treasurer Doug
Donohue, mathematics instructor; president Aaryn Purvis, sociology instructor; vice presi-
dent Beth Strahan, instructor of mathematics/VD & ADA Coordinator; and secretary
Sharon Clark, instructor of mathematics.

By JAMIE DICKSON
Assistant Director/Wellness Center      

The fall semester is always an exciting
time for us at the Wildcat Wellness
Center, as we welcome a new freshman
class and many new transfer students to
our facility.  

Did you know that approximately 90
percent of PRCC’s incoming students
have never exercised in a facility like the
Wildcat Wellness Center prior to entering
college? 

Most have no experience using exer-
cise machines, such as treadmills and
weights. Not having experience can
make anyone hesitant to be a part of this
campus resource.  

I want to encourage everyone to regis-
ter for our “Show Me How” classes.  

These classes began this month and
will be available at various times
throughout the week.  

Each “Show Me How” class will be
led by a student trainer.  We’ll do our best
to keep each class small, with about eight
participants per class, so that you will
have the best opportunity to ask ques-
tions and to seek assistance with certain
exercises. 

These classes will include a complete
tour of the wellness center, demonstra-
tion of exercise machines, and you will
receive an exercise program to follow. 

If you still have questions after attend-
ing a “Show Me How,” you can register
for a 1-1 training session with a student
trainer.  

The student trainer will guide you
through a more specific exercise regimen

based on your personal goals and abilities. 
Both the Show Me How classes and 1-

1 training opportunities have been estab-
lished to make students feel more com-
fortable with exercise and with the use of
the equipment in our facility. We also
offer many group fitness classes.  

Attending group fitness classes are a
great way to adapt to a regular exercise
program. Many group fitness classes will
cover exercises such as, strengthening
abdominals, use free weights, and im-
proving flexibility.  

Students can register for a “Show Me
How” class through Canvas. If you do
not have access to Canvas, we’ll provide
a way to register on site. 

We hope that everyone takes the op-
portunity to learn with us and develop a
lifestyle of fitness.  

Learn how by attending a ‘Show Me How’
class at our Wildcat Wellness Center

By Dr. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to The Drawl 

I’ve noted with more than passing interest the
recent spate of deadly collisions involving U.S.
Navy ships in the Far East. 

A few weeks ago, for example, the USS John
S. McCain hit a Liberian-flagged oil tanker, the
MV (motor vessel) Alnic MC, in the Singapore
Strait which connects the Indian Ocean and the
South China Sea. Last June, the USS Fitzgerald
hit the Philippine-flagged container ship, MV
ACX Crystal, off the coast of Japan. 

The two collisions resulted in significant loss
of life on the American ships. Both
of our vessels are Arleigh Burke-
class destroyers, our latest and most
modern ships. They are the most
complex pieces of steel sitting in
salt water today.

Having stood at least eight years
of underway watches in the pilot
house or on the “bridge” as the
Navy calls it, many of them in the
same waters, I can think of many
reasons why such accidents occur.
In fact, I can predict with a high de-
gree of certainty what the ongoing of-
ficial investigations of the collisions will find.

Interestingly enough, many of these reasons
also apply to a college student dropping or fail-
ing a difficult class. A curious comparison, per-
haps, but failure can be a personal tragedy, a
metaphorical shipwreck, as it were.  Let’s take
a look.

1. Fatigue. Because of severe personnel cut-
backs, a shortage of ships, world-wide commit-
ments, and extended deployments, today’s
sailors are pushed to the limits of their en-
durance. 

Likewise, I see students in my classes who
are worn out from taking a full load, working
two jobs, and maintaining a home for their fam-
ilies. 

For example, I have one young man in my
0800 English Composition class who comes

straight to school from working the midnight
shift at Wesley Hospital. 

If I noticed him nodding off in class, I would
cut him some slack. Unfortunately, going to
sleep would have dire consequences on the
bridge of a ship. So, get some rest.

2. Loss of situational awareness. Being on
the bridge at night, which is when both of the
above collisions occurred, is like being inside a
video game: flashing strobe lights from the
radar screen; incessant reports from the
Operations Center about ships in the area, espe-
cially those with constant bearing and decreas-
ing range; constant chatter from five or six

radio circuits, often in foreign lan-
guages; it’s very easy to lose focus. 

Think now of the student; new to
college; possibly away from home
for the first time; taking four hard
classes; tons of homework; it’s easy
to understand why some students
have a “far away” look in their eyes.
Moral: stay focused.

3. Overextended. This is what we
refer to in Sociology as “role
strain.” A person can have so many
jobs or roles that they end up com-

promising their performance in each
one. We used to joke that “I’m responsible for
everything but not in charge of anything.” 

You put an overworked, tired, unfocused
sailor on the bridge watch, and it’s an invitation
for bad things to happen. Likewise, a student
with the same issues, however motivated, is
going to have problems. Evident truth: Pace
yourself.

I suppose it’s a leap of logic to compare a
shipwreck with having trouble in a college
class, but it depends on what’s important to
you. 

In any event, instead of waiting for your ship
to come in, you need to be proactive for suc-
cess: Get some rest; stay focused; and pace
yourself.
n Dr. Benny Hornsby is an adjunct in-

structor of sociology and English at PRCC.

Dr. Hornsby

Shipwrecked in class?
Time to pace yourself

By EMILY SHECKELLS
FYE Orientation Coordinator

This summer was an exciting time at the
River. 

We had more than 1,400 students across all
campuses begin their Wildcat journey. 

Faculty, staff, and administrators spent their
summer welcoming new students to the
Wildcat family. ROAR Orientation Sessions
prepped PRCC students for the kick off of their
first semester. Students participated in a wel-
come session where they were given an
overview of college life at PRCC. 

They experienced an online tutorial of
RiverGuide and other online tools. These tuto-
rials were led by the ROAR student workers,
and freshman were encouraged to ask ques-
tions of their leaders as they learned more
about navigating college. 

Finally, instructors and advisors advised stu-
dents for their classes across the college based
on their majors. Since these events, multiple
instructors have reported students being more

prepared for their first day of class. 
During the ROAR sessions, parents were

given the opportunity to write letters to their
students. These letters were given out during
the third week of the semester. 

Studies show that the third week of a studen-
tís first semester is when they begin to hit a
wall with their studies and can begin to feel
overwhelmed. These letters allowed the stu-
dents to receive a little pick me up from home
during a time when they needed it most. 

As a part of PRCC’s Freshman Convocation,
students participated in a new tradition for in-
coming freshmen - PRCC Paw Printing cere-
mony. 

Freshman students were invited to ìmake
their markî on a Class of 2019 canvas to sym-
bolize their commitment to their future gradu-
ation. 

These ROAR events have been a great start
to the Fall 2017 school year. After seeing stu-
dents’ success and preparedness, we can all
agree that this school year will be the best one
yet. The River is Rising!

Summer ROAR sessions
an overwhelming success

These five students enjoyed their ROAR orientation session. They inlude Haylee Herrin,
Kathleen Duplessis, Shea Garland, Jesse Woody, and Raygan Herrin.

ROAR workers, from left to right, are Karsen Gildea of Ocean Springs, Ronshae Moore of
Gulfport, Jonathan Dixon of Petal; standing in the back is John Paul Pierce of
Hattiesburg.

Student Tarence Raymond (standing) goes through the ROAR registration process in the
Brownstone Center. He was one of 1,400 students who began their Wildcat journey dur-
ing a ROAR session. 
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POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community
College students discovered a lot of new looks
and food options last month when the remod-
eled Olivia Bender Cafeteria serving line
opened.

Valley Services, which operates PRCC food
services, spent $600,000 to rip out the old serv-
ing lines and install new stations that offer some
old favorites along with new food choices.

“This is a new system for the company,” said
Leah Woodward, PRCC food services manager.
“We’re the guinea pig. I’m trying to figure out
what the kids like, what we’re going to change.”

The new area opened to generally positive re-
views from returning sophomores.

“The food’s a lot better,” said Hunter King of
Carriere.

Lucas Williams of Picayue praised the look
but complained that students milling around
made it seem crowded.

Woodward acknowledged that everybody has
to get used to the new routine - no trays, sever-
al stations for picking up food rather than one
long line, drink dispensers away from the food
lines.

“Once it gets in order, I think it will be good,”
said Ashlyn Smith of Picayune.

The revamped cafeteria offers nine stations:
n Rotisserie - slow roasted chicken and other

meats along with traditional side dishes.
n Pizza and Italian - flatbreads, calzones and

pizzas.
n Current trends - vegetarian, Vietnamese,

Italian, Chinese, Mexican, barbeque.
n Cafe Classics - traditional southern food.
n Deli Depot - sandwiches and wraps, house-

made pickles and chips, side salads.
n Salad bar - traditional along with seasonal

local ingredients. 
n Soup, baked potato and pasta bar.
n Sweet Sensations - hot desserts, ice cream

and toppings, “Itty Bitty” desserts.
n Breakfast - waffle bar and cereal available

at all meals.
Digital signs display the various menus.
“Most of it changes from day to day,”

Woodward said. The menu for the evening meal
isn’t as elaborate, she said.

Valley designed the layout specifically for
PRCC, said Todd Hickman, district manager.

“That’s completely unique,” he said. “We
have nine of the community colleges in the
state. That is by far the best serving area of all
the community colleges.”

As with any project, a few kinks remained on
opening day - the big rotisserie and ice cream
dispensers weren’t operational yet. 

The cafeteria is open 7 to 9 a.m. for breakfast,
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. for lunch and 4:30 to 6 p.m.
for supper. Visitor prices are $4.85 plus tax for
breakfast and $6.50 plus tax for other meals. All
prices are all-you-can eat.

PRCC offers new food
service look, menus

Above, Pearl River Community College information technology employee Tevin Noel gets
chicken from Randy King at the Rotisserie station while assistant baseball coach Anthony
Izzo waits his turn. Below, food service employee Gerrica Morris, center, and food servic-
es manager Leah Woodward fix dishes at the trends station at the remodeled
PRCCcafeteria. PRCC Public Relations photos

Career closet program

Donations suit
PRCC students

Students of Pearl River
Community College needed a
place where they could find
business attire to wear for job
interviews. The Wildcat Den
came up with a solution.

The Wildcat Career Closet, a
joint venture among the
Wildcat Den, the PRCC re-
cruitment office, the business
marketing department, and
Collegiate DECA, a national
organization formerly known
as Delta Epsilon Chi that pre-
pares students for careers in
marketing and managment,
will open this fall to provide
students with a choice of gently
used garments and accessories
to wear for interviews, required
course presentations, or cam-
pus events such as Career Day.

The best part is the clothing
is free to PRCC students.

“We carry a lot of merchan-
dise, but students would come
to us seeking professional at-
tire. Unfortunately, we don’t
carry a lot of it,” said Den
Director Candace Harper. “I
would try to help students on
an individual basis when possi-
ble, but as the need grew, we
knew something needed to be
done.”

PRCC students are eligible
to pick one free outfit to keep
each semester. They are also
asked to write a “thank you”
note that is kept in the store to
show donors.

“We want this to be a seam-
less, beneficial experience for
the students without all the red
tape,” Harper said. “We feel
this is a great recruiting tool to
show our students that PRCC
wants to help them succeed and
that we will pull out all the
stops to help them reach their
goals.”

The Career Closet is located
across the hall from the campus
store in office space provided
by the recruitment office.

Clothing racks and tables were
moved into the office to display
the available apparel. Students
from Collegiate DECA help
students find clothing that best
fits their particular needs.

“The business marketing
program and Delta Epsilon Chi
have adopted the WCC as their
yearly project,” Harper ex-
plained. “Those students were
chosen because they are taught
in their primary courses the
value of dressing professional-
ly. We believe they can help
their peers find a professional
yet stylish outfit that will give
them the confidence boost they
need to succeed.”

Clothing and accessories
have been donated from
around campus and the
Poplarville community.
William Lewis, who retired as
college president at the end of
July, made the first donation.

“His show of support in our
efforts before he left made a
huge statement to us that this
program is fully supported and
appreciated,” Harper said.
“Since then, a member of the
board of trustees and many
alumni have dropped off pro-
fessional suits, dresses, ties,
and accessories.”

Donations have been coming
in regularly since the effort was
announced. News of the proj-
ect has spread and it’s been fea-
tured in local television and
newspaper reports.

“We will continue to push,
through advertising and local
communications, for donated
items to ensure the Closet has a
wide selection for all students
to choose from,” Harper said.
“We do understand that there
will be situations where we
don’t have anything that meets
the needs of a particular student
and we are prepared to reach
out to employees we feel may
help in these situations.”

President Dr. Adam Breerwood, left, and Dr. Ryan Ruckel,
instructor of Humanities and Social Sciences, view the
solar eclipse at the viewing station at the Forrest County
Center in Hattiesburg.

Solar Eclipse
Above lefty, Quantavian
Dampeer of Mendenhall
and Ni’Jah Pace of
Bassfield look at the eclipse
with a pinhole view box.
Lower left, Heather Dinger
of Carriere and Bo Bowman
of Bay St. Louis make pin-
hole viewers during an
eclipse viewing party in
Poplarville. Above right,
Logan Stiens uses NASA
approved glasses to look at
the solar eclipse on Aug. 21
whilte Matthew Merrell waits
his turn. Both are from
Poplarville. Below left,
Skylar Landor of Pearl
River, La., looks at the
phone as Demoyndre`
Morgan of Houston, Texas,
photographs the eclipse
which is reflected on his
chin. They were at an
eclipse viewing event in
Poplarville. PRCC Public
Relations photos

PRCC students Taylor Martinolich (left) of Picayune and Taylor Ramsey of Oak Grove
browse over some of the business attire available for students preparing for job interviews.

Above, Taylor Martinolich of
Picayune tries on one of the
business jackets available
for students.

The Wildcat Career Closet
is located across the hall
from the Wildcat Den cam-
pus store in office space
provided by the recruitment
office. 

Annie Fowler, center, and Fay Donston serve students at the Cafe Classics station in the
revamped PRCC cafeteria.
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The 2017-18 Wildcat cheer squad at Pearl River
Community College is, kneeling from left, Karrigyn White of
Long Beach, Savannah Peterson of Kiln, Makinley Taylor of
Oak Grove, Grayson Green of Magee, Kirsten Brunson of
Picayune, captain Hana Pitts of Sumrall, Brailey Raphael of
Kiln, Kallie Ezell of Lucedale, Hailey Bernard of Picayune,
Elizabeth Glenn of Diamondhead, Carmen Douglas of
Sumrall, Harlee Stuart of Poplarville; standing, coach

Meghan Byrd, mascot Wesley Fortenberry and Gillian May,
both of Columbia; Mckinsy Harris, Ben Jones and Jason
Davis, all of Poplarville; Juan Hudson of Hattiesburg, cap-
tain Dylan Ingram of Carriere, Jared Truxillo of Bay St.
Louis, Deshawn Evans of Gulfport, Austin Watson and
Addison Smith, both of Picayune; Abbey Fisher of Long
Beach, mascot Richard Patton of Poplarville and assistant
coach Corey Willis.

Cheerleaders do well at camp
The Pearl River Community College

Wildcat cheer squad came back from
summer camp with prizes, ribbons and ti-
tles.

The cheerleaders were named one of
two Most Improved squads at the
Universal Cheerleading Association camp
at the University of Alabama. The other
was from the University of Mississippi.

The Wildcats placed third overall in
their division and won competitions for
their game day and fight song routines.
The cheerleaders and mascot also re-
ceived All-Superior ribbons each of the

four days of camp, which was held July
27-30.

“They did incredibly well,” said sec-
ond-year cheer coach Meghan Byrd.
“This is one of the most tightly knit group
of young people I’ve ever been around.”

Captain Hana Pitts of Sumrall and Jason
Davis of Poplarville received a perfect
score in partner stunt competition.

The rest of the squad includes Abbey
Fisher of Pass Christian, Elizabeth Glenn
of Diamondhead, Karrigan White of Long
Beach, Grayson Green of Magee, Harlee
Stuart, Addison Smith, Ben Jones and

Mckinsy Harris, all of Poplarville; Hailey
Bernard, Kirsten Brunson and Austin
Watson, all of Picayune; Makinley Taylor
and Juan Hudson, both of Hattiesburg;
Savannah Peterson and Brailey Raphael,
both of Kiln; Kallie Ezell of Lucedale,
Gillian May of Columbia, Carmen
Douglas of Sumrall, captain Dylan
Ingram of Carriere, Deshawn Evans of
Gulfport and Jared Truxillo of Bay St.
Louis. 

Mascots are Richard Patton of
Poplarville and Wesley Fortenberry of
Columbia. Assistant coach is Corey Willis.

Above, Career technical students and instructors helped Pearl River County crews load
supplies donated by the Poplarville community into one of the PRCC trailers. Truck driv-
ing instructor Daniel Smith delivered the supplies, along with more picked up in Picayune,
to a distribution point in Houston. Below, Practical nursing students on the Poplarville
campus Delina Jackson of Waveland, from left, Taylor Hood of Picayune, Samantha
McKee of Bay St. Louis and Sabrina Williams of Picayune pack clothing for foster chil-
dren displaced by Hurricane Harvey in Texas. The practical nursing programs in
Poplarville and Hattiesburg and the associate degree nursing program collected a variety
of supplies to be distributed through the Texas Department of Family and Protective
Services and through a church. PRCC Public Relations photos

Hurricane Harvey relief efforts

The Office of Recruitment is off to a very busy tour sea-
son.

Below are dates that we will have groups on the
Poplarville campus.

All groups will start touring at approximately 9:15 a.m.
and should end by 11:45 with lunch on campus. 

Please feel free to give these groups a warm Wildcat wel-
come when you see them on campus.

Campus Visits
n Wednesday, Sept. 20 - Dixie Attendance Center (122

students)
n Sept. 21 - Picayune Memorial High School Senior

Preview Day (220 students)
n Friday, Sept. 22 - Poplarville Senior Preview Day (150

students)
n Wednesday, Sept. 27 - Pearl River Central Senior

Preview Day (220 students) 

Recruitment office 
schedules tours

Above, students wait their turn to donate blood for Hurricane Harvey relief on Sept. 8
through a drive organized by the PRCC nursing education department and United Blood
Services. Below, Elizabeth Benton of Carriere checks her phone while donating blood at
the PTK Hurricane Harvey Relief Blood Drive on Sept. 13.

Wildcat fans turn
out big for games 

The PRCC-Northwest football game on Sept. 7 (above) and the PRCC-Northeast football
opener on Aug. 31 attracted huge crowds to Dobie Holden Stadium.
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2017 Spirit of the River marching band

Drum majors are Jordan Sistrunk of Mize,
K.J. Andrews of Laurel, Olivia Conley of
Gulfport and William Leuba of Picayune.

Tuba players are section leader Cade
Evans of Bay St. Louis, Miles Dedeaux and
Wyatt Duncan, both of Poplarville, Bryce
Hall of Hattiesburg, David Rollins of
Columbia, Timothy Moss and Kder Beverly,
both of Picayune, Alandus Nelson of Bass-
field and Keveon Montgomery of Oak Grove.

Trombone players are section leader
Tristan Baggett of Picayune, Vincent Canoy
of Pass Christian, Brian Ross of Picayune,
Christian Swayze of Columbia; Garrett
Pittman of Gulfport, Alberto Moroyoqui of
Bay St. Louis, Brandon Belk of Columbia,
Bryce Crawford of Picayune and Jason
Clark of Covington, La.

Baritone players are Ian Lacoste of Kiln,
LaDerrica Peters of Angie, La., section lead-
er Victoria Dewease of Purvis, Jallen Wilks
of Columbia and Joseph Hayes of Picayune.

Trumpet players are Steven Warren of
Kiln, section leaders Chase Mitchell of
Hurley and Briton Meadows of
Diamondhead, Demoyndre Morgan of
Hattiesburg, Christian Arcement of Carriere,
Kyle Whitfield of Picayune, D’Artagnan Lee
of Pearl River, Ayana Williams of Gulfport,
Joshua Fricke of Pearl River, La., Brian

Broom and Alexander Musino, both of
Columbia, Leigh Ann Gallagher of
Diamondhead, Cody Johnson of Poplarville
and Justice Webber of Long Beach.

Mellophone players are section leader
Olivia Segari of Picayune, Candyce Martin
of Gautier, Matthew Merrell of Poplarville,
Jacob McNeese of Carriere and Nasaya
Cox of Picayune.

Alto saxophone players are Sidney
Howlett of Columbia, Kain Daniels of
Wiggins, Darian Hargess of Poplarville, sec-
tion leader Josiah Hicks of Taylorsville,
Brittany Tribble and Alexandria Irias, both of
Kiln; Cole Cox of Kokomo, Logan Stines of
Poplarville, Anthony Nutter of Kiln, William
Master of Purvis and Jasmine Evans of
Collins. Tenor sax player is Jonathyn
Masters of Purvis.

Clarinet players are section leader Faith
Prats of Columbia, Ashley Smith of
Hattiesburg, Alexis Williams of Mount Olive,
Kristen Blackwell of Picayune, Hailey Reid
of Sumrall, Michael Neal of Columbia, Kate
Cable of Poplarville, Akira Myers of
Hattiesburg, Kristen Blackwell of Picayune
and Natasha Pierson of Columbia. 

Piccolo players are Rachel Carlisle of
Poplarville, J.D. OíBrian of Baxterville,
Aaliyah Loper of Pascagoula, section leader

Kate Witsell of Poplarville; flute players are
Rachelle Henderson of Bay St. Louis,
Shyniqua Johnson of Foxworth, Victoria
Pardew of Purvis, Rachel Johnson of
Hattiesburg, Dakota Bahsman of Foxworth,
Phoebe Nix of Poplarville. 

Front ensemble players are Talia Raine
of Purvis, Daniel Munyan of Saucier, Robert
Parham of Sumrall, Tyler Bolar of Carriere,
Sarah Cook of Columbia. Drum line players
are snare drummers Tristan Lee of
Poplarville, Jalon Cooper of Columbia,
Eddie Chaney of Waveland, section leader
Joseph Heitzmann of Waveland, Bobby
Graves of Laurel, Jacquan Hicks of Hebron,
Autumn Shaw of Picayune; tenor drummers,
Laken Akinyokunbo of Columbia, Chris
Smith, Caleb Gruys, both of Kiln; bass
drummers Chris Pace of Laurel, Tylyr
Budovec of Bay St. Louis, Cody King of
Columbia, Tyler Pittman of Foxworth and
Richard January of Laurel.

Color guard members are captain
Courtney Sones of Carriere, Morgan
Runyan of Picayune, Rebecca Barrett and
Jenny Bond, both of Carriere, Lexi Eaton of
Poplarville, Raven White of d’Iberville,
Kaitlyn Stampley and India Dedeaux, both of
Poplarville; Garyn Miller of Columbia,
Cammie Moree of Sumrall, Heather Shows

of Picayune, Anna Beard of Columbia,
Sharnece Evans of Lawrence, Alexis Dixon
of Kiln, Malloree Beck of Columbia, Chelsea
Stuart of Purvis, Sarah Smith of Poplarville,
Haley Staples of Carriere, Lamarkeyon
Watts of Bay St. Louis, ShaBreantay Lewis
of Slidell, La., Nineta Johnson of Foxworth
and Janay Ross of Pascagoula.

String of Pearls dancers are lieutenant
Brynn Al-Jabi, captain Abby Montgomery,
co-captain Abby Russell, Carolyn Willis,
Kelsey Leonard, Hannah Walker, Keanna
Mitchell, all of Picayune, Sarah Nations of
Wiggins, Ally Gaspard of Waveland, Tori
Tortonch of Picayune, Makenzie Bean and
Cameron Steelman, both of Carriere, Shelby
Furr of Bay St. Louis, Brooklyn Feaster of
Picayune, Cameryn Jones of Wiggins,
Jessie Besanson of Carriere, Lindsey
Hodge of Clinton, La., Megan Wright of
Wiggins, Malori Bourn of Waveland, Taylor
Gregory of Picayune, Logan Whipple of
Poplarville and Madison Arable of Carriere.

Band managers are Devin Stogner and
Donovan Stogner of Columbia, Courtney
Cassell of Bay St. Louis, Julia Carson of
Columbia, Charlie Pardew of Purvis, Hadyn
Chance of Columbia, Adam Spiers of
Carriere, Noah Lafferty of Ocean Springs
and Clint Stennett of Kiln.

Above photo, Chase
Mitchell of Hurley plays the
solo on Summertime during
the Spirit of the River’s half-
time show, Mississippi:
Birthplace of America’s
Music. Next to him is String
of Pearls captain Abby
Montgomery of Picayune.
Right photo, color guard
captain Courtney Sones of
Carriere does a routine to
the song Bang Bang before
the game.

Above, the String of Pearls dances as the Spirit of the River plays a medley of dance hits.
Below, the trombone section moves along the sideline as the Spirit of the River marches
behind them and the String of Pearls dancers perform with flags during Old Man River.

The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

Halftime performance of the PRCC-Northwest football game
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Dr. Kyle Hill, Chair 
of the Department 
of Fine Arts and 
Communications.

 As we look forward to the 2017-18 season, we hope you will consider joining us at the Brownstone Cen-
ter for the Arts as we present an exciting season of entertainment.  Information about season tickets and individual 
tickets can be found on our Facebook, our website, and by contacting the BCA ticket offi ce.  We look forward to 
seeing you at the Brownstone.  

2017 - 2018 Season2017 - 2018 Season

Season Tickets: $150                                        601-403-1180                                    Individual event tickets available

September 25September 25
Guy PenrodGuy Penrod

October 24October 24
Illusionist Mike SuperIllusionist Mike Super

November 13November 13
USM Wind EnsembleUSM Wind Ensemble

November 28November 28
Denver & The Mile High Orchestra Denver & The Mile High Orchestra 

ChristmasChristmas

December 9 & 10December 9 & 10
South MS Ballet presentsSouth MS Ballet presents

The NutcrackerThe Nutcracker

January 13January 13
Acapella 101 Acapella 101 

February 8February 8
Of Ebony and EmbersOf Ebony and Embers

April 5 & 6April 5 & 6
Big RiverBig River

Plus all 2017-2018Plus all 2017-2018
PRCCPRCC

Fine Arts ConcertsFine Arts Concerts

www.brownstonecenter.comwww.brownstonecenter.com

Bicentennial Celebration

Far left, Wes Lee of Petal performs
during the Blues in Mississippi con-
cert Aug. 29 at the Brownstone
Center. Left, Dr. Mark Malone, for-
mer PRCC choral director, discusses
the birth and evolution of blues dur-
ing the concert. Right, Vasti Jackson
of Hattiesburg performs during the
concert. With his band, Jackson rep-
resents the influence of rock and roll
on the evolution of blues music.

Vasti Jackson makes his way through the audience as concert goers take cell phone pho-
tos and Campus Police Officer Pawpaw Newson and PRCC President Adam Breerwood,
far right, look on. The concert was funded by grants from the Mississippi Humanities
Council and the Mississippi Development Authority as a Mississippi Bicentennial event.

By ALEXX KENNEDY
Special to The Drawl

The Association of Educational Office
Professionals met Sept. 5 to discuss the upcom-
ing semester. 

The theme for this meeting was Tropical
Tuesday and the group shared in tropical fruit
and do-nut holes while they discussed many
goals and upcoming events. 

AEOP is a group with members across all
campuses that allows administrative staff to be
provided with quality professional development
as well as donating time and resources to better
the community. 

AEOP is involved in donating to Backpack
Buddies ministry to help provide weekend food
for needy children in the Poplarville school dis-
trict grades K-8. 

Please contact Marilyn Dillard at
mdillard@prcc.edu for a list of accepted dona-
tion items and drop off points. 

AEOP also has committed to gathering art
supplies for Pearl River County Nursing home
members. All supplies donated must be non-

toxic and please no X-Acto knives. The nursing
home members use these supplies throughout
the year to join in craft activities. 

Contact me at akennedy@prcc.edu for infor-
mation. We ask that you consider donating to
both of these programs. 
nAEOP will be conducting its annual Turkey

Raffle fund raiser close to the Thanksgiving hol-
iday. This raffle raises money for AEOP’s abili-
ty to offer professional development sessions to
its members. 

A professional development session on Soft
Skills and Awkward Communication in the
Workplace will be taking place this semester. As
soon as the date is confirmed that will be re-
leased as well. 
n There is still time to join AEOP if you

would like to be a part of a group that not only
betters its members and their skill sets but pro-
motes unity across campuses and positive com-
munity building. 

The fee to join is only $10 and covers all pro-
fessional development sessions throughout the
year. If you are interested, contact me at
akennedy@prcc.edu to obtain an application. 

AEOP group planning
activities this semester

Baptist Student Union Back 2 School Bash

Above, sophomore
Matthew Thigpen of
Columbia, left, plays
foosball against freshmen
Jeremy Hudnall of
Poplarville and Shea
Garland of Slidell, La., at
the Baptist Student
Union. The BSU hosted a
special event each night
of the first week of class-
es. Right, Caitlin Sumrall
of Poplarville, left, and
Dominique Burse of
Hattiesburg play Jenga
on Aug. 15. Below, stu-
dents gather at the
Baptist Student Union for
Hot Doggin’ Games night.

Students enjoy supper under the trees during the Back 2 School Bash Aug. 21 at the
Student Life Center.

Above, Student Success Center peer leader Jonathan Dixon of Petal paints Kylie Terrell’s
“paw” so she can leave her paw print on the Class of 2019 board. Terrell, a freshman
from Hattiesburg, was at the Back 2 School Bash at the Student Life Center. Below,
La’Derrica Peters of Angie, La., left, and Aaliyah Loper of Pascagoula authograph their
“paw prints” on the Class of 2019 board.

Columbus Day holiday Oct. 9
All PRCC campuses will be closed on Monday, Oct. 9, in
observance of Columbus Day.
Night classes will meet.
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MLT graduatesDental Assisting gradsRadiology graduates

The 2017 Medical Laboratory Technology class at the
Forrest County Center of Pearl River Community College
received pins and certificates on July 27 at the Lowery
Woodall Advanced Technology Center. Pictured from left:
Front row - Brandy Jones of Magee and Tracy Smith of
Sumrall. Second row - Kaitlyn Molinere of Poplarville and
Sam Foxworth of Beaumont. Third row - Rosemary
Anderson of Carriere, Meagan Tynes of McHenry and
Nathan Dedeaux of Perkinston. Fourth row - Meagan
Sundstrom of Moorcraft, Wy, Raven Johnson of Columbia
and Shaina Sumrall of Franklinton, La. Fifth row - LeKala
Coleman of Collins, Kailey Anderson of Foxworth and Rikki
Stewart of Poplarville. Evelyn Wallace is department chair
and Tamara Henderson, program instructor. PRCC Public
Relations photos

The 2017 Dental Assisting Technology class at the Forrest
County Center of Pearl River Community College received
pins and certificates on July 27 at the Lowery Woodall
Advanced Technology Center. Pictured from left: Front row
- Brittany Miskell of Hattiesburg, Alexis Dixon of Petal and
Shakyra Peters of Columbia. Second row - Traci Truong of
Bay St. Louis, Moriah Johns of Summitt and Destiny
Barrett of Petal. Third row - Laken Jorns of Hattiesburg,
Jessica Roe of Columbia and Katelyn Patrick of Lucedale.
Fourth row - Tiffani Wallace of Picayune, Amanda Coker of
Columbia and Ashtyn Rowell of Ellisville. Fifth row - Ashlyn
Pigott of Purvis and Jessica Smith of Brookhaven. Top row
- Summer Hartfield of Lumberton and Megan Rippy of
Brookhaven. Rhonda Bosarge is program director and
Karen Carlisle is dental assisting instructor. 

Graduates of the Pearl River Community College practical nursing programs at the Forrest County Center and the
Poplarville campus are, first row from left, Matthew Sims of Hattiesburg, Amanda T. Brister of Purvis, Elexis Simmons of
Petal, Monique Lowe of Long Beach, Emma Haymes of Tulsa, OK., Sarah Siders of Sumrall, Sabrina Sims of Columbia,
Tyesha Cooley of Hattiesburg, Tabatha Lewis of McComb; second row, Aaliyah Tate of Tylertown, Precious Simmons of
Yonkers, N.Y., NiQueria McSwain of Richton, Sherika McGhee of Meadville, Ashia Newell of Hattiesburg, Rebecca
Lenkowski of Biloxi, Jaimi Jackson of Columbia, Jason Tingle of New Augusta, Jeslia Stewart of Columbia; third row,
Carisa Breakfield of Foxworth, Carlie Benoit of Moselle, Kayla Freeman of Richton, Marissa Lee of Hattiesburg,
Dominiqua Harper of Hazlehurst, Whitney Palmer and Mia Magee, both of Hattiesburg; Seth McCain of Columbia,
Hailey Shoemake of Poplarville; fourth row, Brittany Marlborough of Picayune, Meagan Lee of Picayune, Felecia Mitchell
and Arica Bennett, both of Carriere; Ashley Farmer of Wiggins, Angela Duncan of Poplarville, Kristi King of Sumrall, Calli
Poche of Picayune, Janica Bester of Hattiesburg; fifth row, Tyler Wagner of Slidell, La.; Shalon Lopez of Picayune, Tiana
Davis of Jackson, Veronica Sanders of Perkinston, Kashandra Peters of Poplarville, Kashia Natiel of Diamondhead,
Haylee Pierce of Columbia, Waynika Hampton-Norris of Slidell, La.; sixth row, Carrie Welborn of Hattiesburg, Hillary
Smith of Petal, Undrea Harris of Hazlehurst and Lori Poole of Hattiesburg. Not pictured are Jasmine Adams of Bassfield,
Tanesha Roche of Picayune and Lenora Robinson of Hattiesburg. PRCC Public Relations photo 

Practical nursing graduates this summer

Cosmetology graduates Barbering graduates

Nine graduates of the Radiologic Technology program at
Pearl River Community College’s Forrest County Center
received pins Aug. 10 at the Lowery A. Woodall Advanced
Technology Center in a ceremony marking the end of their
two years of study. They included, first row from left,
Brooke Wactor of Picayune and Emilie Rushing of
Wiggins; second row, Anna Smith of Petal and Brandon
Lerner of Pass Christian; third row, Ashley Standberry of
McComb and Taylor Smith of Purvis; fourth row, Ashley
Pidcoe of Picayune and Ellen Christian-Thomas of
Brandon. Not pictured is Toni Loomis of Picayune.
Program director is Hope Husband and clinical coordinator
is Kristie Windham. 

The Pearl River Community College cosmetology graduates received certificates of profi-
ciency June 26 during a ceremony at Malone Chapel. Pictured are instructor Michelle
Patterson, first row from left, Jamie Daniels of Picayune, Abby Sumrall of Sandy Hook,
Laken Bond of Sumrall, Chikyjah Jordan of Columbia, Brandi Murray of Brooklyn, Katie
Davis of Wiggins, Leanna Higdon and Jenne Swan, both of Carriere; second row, Katelyn
Wilcox of Carriere, Braeden Herndon and Breanna Mata, both of Poplarville; Whitney
Neal of Picayune, Morgan Ford of Poplarville, Rebecca Mendoza of Carriere, Jodi Taylor
of Gulfport and Joyce Lumpkin of Carriere.

Graduates of Pearl River Community College’s barbering program received their certifi-
cates of proficiency during a ceremony on June 26 at Malone Chapel. Pictured are, first
row from left, instructor Tyrone McLaurin, Brandi Mann of d’Iberville, Raegen Miller of
Lumberton, Derrick Cook of Tylertown, Quaneilus Bonds of McComb, Sachio Spurlock of
Slidell, La; second row, William Morgan of Saucier, Blake McGrew of Gulfport, Fernandria
Byrd of Brookhaven, Dewey Graham of Lumberton and Miriam Stubbs of Gulfport. Not
pictured is Ricky Franklin of Columbia.

Bridge to College
wraps up with
awards event

POPLARVILLE - Twenty-
five students celebrated com-
pletion of the Bridge to
College program at Pearl River
Community College on July
27 during an awards luncheon.

Miles Gay of Lumberton re-
ceived the outstanding
achievement award from
Georgia Field, director of
PRCC Student Support
Services.

Other award winners were
John “Jack” Hayes of
Picayune, basic communica-
tion; Ethan Wicktom of Petal,
math; Colton Guidry of
Picayune, community college
survival skills; and Destiney
Horton of Picayune, hashtag
award for photos used to make
a class slide show.

Others who completed the
program are Tyrel Angrum,
Alexis Boone, Joshua Carter,
Keisha Jenkins and Zyaria
Richardson, all of Hattiesburg;

Onnlia Cox and Kyle Guidry,
both of Picayune; Daniel
Fairley and Sarah Toucet, both
of Bogalusa, La.; Alisha
Moody and Farah Williams,
both of Perkinston; Minerva
“Minnie” Avalos and Douglas
Amir, both of New Orleans,
La.; Tess Ball and Samantha
Knight, both of Poplarville;
Ricardo Booth of Bassfield,
Elizabeth “Betty” Clark of
Diamondhead, Brianna
Dalcour of Gulfport, Ozzie
McGee of Brooklyn and Casey
Mina of Lumberton.

A part of PRCC’s Student
Support Services programs,
Bridge to College eases the
transition to community col-
lege for first-generation col-
lege students and those who
meet specific disability and/or
income criteria. 

Instructors were Lois
McDonald, Craig Carrigee and
Haley Amacker. 

Miles Gay of Lumberton received
the Bridge to College outstanding
achievement award presented by
Georgia Field, SSS director.

Destiney Horton of Picayune re-
ceived the hashtag award in a
Bridge to College contest for class
photos. Lauren Baker, academic
success coach for Student Support
Services, presented the award.

Instructor Lois McDonald presented
the basic communication class
award to John “Jack” Hays of
Picayune. The program is a part of
Pearl River Community College’s
Student Support Services.

Colton Guidry of Picayune received
the award for the community col-
lege survival skills class in the
Bridge to College program from in-
structor Haley Amacker. SSS offers
the program to incoming freshman
who meet specific qualifications.

Ethan Wicktom of Petal re-
ceived the math award from
instructor Craig Carrigee dur-
ing the Bridge to College cele-
bration lunch.
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By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Assistant VP/Hancock Center

The Hancock Center began the fall semester
with much excitement and enthusiasm. 

The addition of the Biology laboratory has
made the Hancock Center an option for stu-
dents who would have otherwise attended an
institution with laboratory sciences. 

With the upcoming ACT Boot Camp, the an-
nual SGA Can Food Drive, PRCC Fall Lecture
Series, and the Hancock Center Fall Festival,
the Hancock Center will be busy throughout
the semester.
n Eclipse Watch
Instructors Craig Carrigee and Jennifer

Ferrell assisted students in viewing the partial
solar eclipse through pinhole cameras. 

The students were also able to view the
eclipse with a pair of solar glasses provided by
Instructor Dr. Debora Ladner. 

Students were also treated to pizza and
drinks and a view of the eclipse in totality from
the NASA website. 
n New employee Shari Brooks
My name is Shari Brooks, and I am thrilled

to say this is my sixth year teaching English. I
began my teaching career as an English
teacher at Hancock High School.

I have enjoyed reading and writing since
childhood, and I became a teacher to share my
love of the English language to my students.

I grew up in Starkville, but I am considered
a traitor because I graduated from the
University of Mississippi with a bachelor of
arts in English. I received a Masters of Arts in
Teaching English from the University of West
Alabama.

I do realize I have been all over the place but
what is life without adventures. I am the proud
owner of one plant that my mother gave me
when I moved to the coast, and I am delighted
to say that after six years it is still alive.

I am honored and excited to be a member of
the Wildcat family because the right way is the
Wildcat way.
n Student testimonials
Alexus Palode (Hancock High)
Why did you decide to attend PRCC

Hancock Center?
“Convenience played a major role in my de-

cision making. Also, the economics of attend-
ing the Hancock Center could not be ignored.
Being close to home has allowed me to keep
my job at Buccaneer State Park and save
money. I truly enjoy the setting and staff at the
Hancock Center.”

Kristin Lizana (Hancock High)
“My parents attended and graduated from

PRCC. Therefore, they recommended PRCC
instead of attending a four-year institution
first. I have enjoyed my time at the Hancock
Center and I look forward to adding my name
to the list of alumni.”

Hancock Center report

Instructors Craig Carrigee and Jennifer Ferrell assisted students in viewing the partial
solar eclipse through pinhole cameras. 

Biology lab a big boost;
students offer testimonials

DiscoverDiscover
thethe

Yesteryears
Yesteryears

at theat the
Pearl River Community College MuseumPearl River Community College Museum

  See the dorm rooms where students livedSee the dorm rooms where students lived
   See the classroom equipment used to teach students   See the classroom equipment used to teach students
     See the beginnings of today’s technology in the Emerging Tech room     See the beginnings of today’s technology in the Emerging Tech room
       See photos from the early life of the agricultural high school       See photos from the early life of the agricultural high school
         Follow a timeline from the beginning until the present day         Follow a timeline from the beginning until the present day
           See things you’ve heard your grandparents talk about like:           See things you’ve heard your grandparents talk about like:

rotary dial telephone    early computers    typewriters    record players    antique cameras    rotary dial telephone    early computers    typewriters    record players    antique cameras    
fi lmstrip projectors   letter jackets and other period clothing    early video tape recordersfi lmstrip projectors   letter jackets and other period clothing    early video tape recorders
antique medical equipment    antique physics, chemistry, and biology equipment and moreantique medical equipment    antique physics, chemistry, and biology equipment and more

The museum is located next to Pearl River Hall and across from Jefferson Davis HallThe museum is located next to Pearl River Hall and across from Jefferson Davis Hall

Museum hours for the fall 2017 semester are as follows:Museum hours for the fall 2017 semester are as follows:
Monday and Wednesday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.Monday and Wednesday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.Tuesday and Thursday 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Friday 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.Friday 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
The museum is also available to open for special events. Groups or classes that are planning to visit The museum is also available to open for special events. Groups or classes that are planning to visit 
the museum should be scheduled in advance.  Call museum director Ronn Hague at 601-403-1316 the museum should be scheduled in advance.  Call museum director Ronn Hague at 601-403-1316 
for more information or to schedule your group.for more information or to schedule your group.

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

Welcome back to school, and stomach bugs
and colds and now - the flu. 

The Hattiesburg American recently reported a
flu outbreak on the USM campus in Hattiesburg
with more than 80 cases at their press time. 

PRCC Health Services will host our annual
Immunization Day on both the Hattiesburg and
Poplarville campuses (10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.).
n On Sept.  19 in the Allied Health Building

in room 103 on the Hattiesburg campus.
n On Sept. 20 in Crosby Hall great hall con-

ference room on the Poplarville Campus. 
If you are a PRCC instructor and would like

to schedule vaccinations for your allied health
classes or other groups, call Health Services and
we will work to set up a day that is convenient
for your class. 

Before and during flu season, Mississippi
State Department of Health county clinics offer
pediatric flu vaccinations for children up to age
18. Certain high-risk adults who lack health in-
surance coverage or who are underinsured can
also receive their flu shots at county health de-

partments. 
Yearly flu shots are recommended by the

CDC for everyone six months of age and older.
Flu vaccination can reduce flu illnesses and pre-
vent flu-related hospitalizations and death. It
takes about two weeks after vaccination for pro-
tection against the flu to take effect.

Flu symptoms usually appear within one-four
days after being infected with the
virus and may last for several days.
These symptoms can appear sudden-
ly and may include:
n Fever of 101-104 degrees F. last-

ing 3-4 days,
n Severe body aches and pains,
n Severe Headaches,
n Weakness/Fatigue and extreme

exhaustion lasting up to 3 weeks,
n Loss of appetite,
n Coughing and chest discomfort

that can be severe, and
n Stuffy nose, sneezing, and sore throat

(these occur more frequently with the common
cold).

The flu is spread in respiratory droplets when
a person coughs or sneezes. These droplets may

be inhaled directly or transferred by touching
contaminated objects such as door handles,
shaking hands, remote controls, phones, etc.,
and then touching your mouth or nose. The
virus can live up to 8 hours on hard surfaces. 

Below are some steps you can take to de-
crease your risk of “catching” the flu.
n Wash, wash, wash your hands. 

n Follow the 6 Foot Rule - Stay at
least three to six feet away from
someone who is sick. If you have the
flu, STAY HOME. 
n Don’t cover your mouth with

your hands unless you are able to
wash them immediately. If you don’t
have a tissue available, bend at the
waist and cough or sneeze to the
ground. This will prevent your hands
from becoming contaminated.
nMaintain a healthy lifestyle - get

plenty of rest, maintain good nutri-
tion and plenty of fluids.
n Get the flu shot. Vaccination is the best

means of protection against contracting the flu. 
October and November are the ideal months

to be vaccinated, but you may still benefit from

vaccines given in December or later. 
The flu season usually begins in October and

may last as late as May. 
The timing and duration of the season varies

from place to place but peak season usually oc-
curs during the winter months. 

Side effects from the flu vaccine may include
soreness at the injection site, a low-grade fever,
or minor body aches. 

Some physicians recommend taking aceta-
minophen (Tylenol) prior to or after taking the
flu vaccine for these minor side effects. 
n Please call Health Services Clinic at 601-

403-1303 with any questions regarding the
flu or other health concerns. Office hours are
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. dur-
ing the fall and spring semesters. The Health
Services Clinic is free to all current PRCC
students, faculty and staff.

The medical information on this site is pro-
vided as an information resource only, and is
not to be used or relied on for any diagnostic
or treatment purposes. This information is
not intended to be patient education and
should not be used as a substitute for profes-
sional diagnosis and treatment.

Left photo, nurse Susie Hall works in the new clinic on the south side of Crosby Hall. Right, the door to the exam/treatment room can now be closed for privacy.

Flu season arrives early; make plans for vaccine 

Hall

By TONIA SEAL
Director of Admissions & Records

ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator

I recently saw a YouTube video by Navy
Admiral William McRaven where he identified
10 lessons he learned from basic SEAL training.

The first lesson he identified was “make your
bed every day.”  

He went on to say although it seems like a
simple and somewhat mundane task, it is impor-
tant. If you make your bed every morning, you
will have accomplished the first task of the day.
It will give you a sense of pride, and it will en-
courage you to do another task and another and
another.

By the end of the day, you will have turned
that one task into many. He went on to say, if
you can’t do the little things right, you will
never do the big things right. 

This made me think about what simple tasks
could be applied to make your college experi-
ence a success. 

The first task to lead to successful college ex-
perience is to take personal responsibility.
Students who grow into successful adults learn
to take responsibility for their own lives and
their own issues. When they make mistakes, the
take responsibility for it and learn from it.

Rather than blaming others, they look for
ways to change and overcome the issue.  

Second is to understand that work is work.
Successful students learn that work is not al-
ways easy. They learn that hard work and their
future depends on their ability to work and pro-
duce. Successful students avoid feeling entitled
to positions, perks or privileges. 

They are not afraid to work hard for their
own successes.

They know if college was easy, everyone
would do it.

Third, they learn to take correction. In the
past, people took correction a little better than
they do today. People used to value their elders
and authority figures. We don’t seem to hold
those values in as high esteem today.

Successful students know that correction
doesn’t have to be negative, correction is in-
tended to make them better. When correction is
received with a positive perspective, they can
use it to grow and become better. 

Fourth, they become teachable. Being teach-
able and accepting correction go hand in hand.
Being teachable is when you open yourself up
to new ideas, thoughts and opportunities.  There
is nothing worse than trying to teach someone
who thinks they “know it all”.

Listen to others and expand your horizons and
be open to new ideas or new ways to do things.
You can learn so much from others that will chal-
lenge you to grow in different areas of your life.

Lastly, find a mentor. Mentors will take your
life further and faster. Mentors will help you to
see your blind spots and tell you the truth when
you need it.

Regardless of your age, you can be a mentor
to someone else. It is simply helping someone
grow to their full potential. With the assistance
of good mentors, teaching and molding you,
you can do things far beyond others your age.  

In conclusion, to be successful in college start
each day with a task completed, find someone
to help you through life, be open to new ideas,
and always make your bed each morning.  

Simple steps to be
a successful student 

Fans of the Game

Left photo, Fan of the Game for the Sept. 7 football game against Northwest was Dr.
James Sones, retired administrator at PRCC with 32 years of service. He has been a
Wildcat supporter since he enrolled as a student at PRCC in 1957. 
Right photo, Fan of the Game for the Aug. 31 football game against Northeast was
Carolyn Greenlee of Columbia, mother of Wildcat wide receiver Heath Greenlee.
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Left, PRCC President Adam
Breerwood (right) presents
Frank Ladner of Bay St.
Louis with a plaque, recog-
nizing Ladner’s 25 years of
service as a member of the
PRCC Board of Trustees,
representing Hancock
County. Right, Dr.
Breerwood presents Tony
Waits (left) of Prentiss and
Dale Purvis (right) of Sumrall
with plaques, recognizing
their 10 years of service as
members of the PRCC
Board of Trustees. Waits, a
pharmacist, represents Jeff
Davis County. Purvis, presi-
dent of COMSOUTH, repre-
sents Lamar County.  

Board of Trustees
recognitions

Mississippi Power recently donated $1,000 towards the William A. Lewis Scholarship
Endowment fund at Pearl River Community College. Lewis retired June 30 as president
of PRCC for 17 years. Presenting PRCC President Adam Breerwood with the check are
Arnie Williams (left), area manager for Mississippi Powerís coast division, and Michael
Harvey (right), Pine Belt division manager for Mississippi Power.

Clyde Dease, president of the Lower Pearl River Valley
Foundation, presents a grant to Dr. Jennifer Seal, dean of
the Honors Institute at PRCC, and PRCC President Dr.
Adam Breerwood for the Lyceum Lecture Series.

A grant from the Lower
Pearl River Valley Foundation
will allow Pearl River
Community College to present
two free programs to students
and the public during the
2017-18 year.

The $30,000 grant funds the
Dr. William A. Lewis Honors
Institute Lyceum Lecture
Series, beginning with an Oct.
17 presentation by undersea
explorer Dr. Robert Ballard.

“The Lower Pearl River
Valley Foundation has provid-
ed outstanding opportunities
for our faculty, staff and stu-
dents over the years,” said Dr.
Adam Breerwood, PRCC
president. “The Dr. William A.
Lewis Honors Institute lecture
series is one of the most antic-
ipated events on our campus
each fall and would not be pos-
sible without the support of the
LPRVF.”

Ballard, best known for his
discovery of the wreckage of
the Titanic, is also an author

and college professor. He was
featured in a National
Geographic television pro-
gram chronicling discovery of
the Titanic and also discovered
the wreckages of the German
battleship Bismarck, the
American aircraft carrier
Yorktown, John F. Kennedy’s
PT-109 and the lost fleet of
Guadalcanal.

“Those who are aware of Dr.
Ballard know of his significant
contributions to the oceanogra-
phy world,” said Dr. Jennifer
Seal, dean of the Honors
Institute on the Poplarville
campus and vice president for
planning and institutional re-
search. “Those who are un-
aware of Dr. Ballard’s contri-
butions will be amazed at his
underwater explorations and
their impact on society. 

“Dr. Ballard is a truly pas-
sionate explorer and motivates
others to ask questions in order
to open doors to the un-
known.”

The lecture series, which has
featured physicist Michio
Kaku, ABC news anchor John
Quinones and British actor
David Payne, is free and open
to the public. A second program
will be held during the spring.

“The foundation is pleased
to partner with the college in
bringing educational enrich-
ment to both students and
adults in our region,” said

Clyde Dease, foundation pres-
ident. “Through the lecture
series, a variety of talented in-
dividuals who have national
acclaim can be brought to
campus and expose our stu-
dents to the best in the arts,
scientific, technical and aca-
demic accomplishments. This
exposure may be the spark
that motivates one of our stu-
dents to achieve greatness.”

Foundation funds 
PRCC lectures

Coast Electric Power Association recently presented $2,000 to Pearl River Community
College for career technical education scholarships. CoBank matched Coast EPA’s origi-
nal gift for a total donation of $4,000. On hand for the presentation were Mark Wallace,
Coast EPA director of residential energy management; April Lollar, director of communica-
tions; Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, PRCC vice president for workforce and economic develop-
ment; Melissa Russo, vice president of marketing and members services for Coast EPA;
Merilee Sands, communications and community relations specialist; and Dr. Ed Pinero,
PRCC career technical education director.

Coast EPA donation Rep. Palazzo visits PRCC

Mississippi Power donation

Sophomore student Mickie Hill of Hattiesburg is the recipient of the 2017 Tuition
Giveaway contest at PRCC. The announcement was made June 29 at the Ramey’s in
Poplarville. Those on hand included from left: Austin White, Ramey’s store manager;
Chuck Abadie, PRCC public relations director; 2016 Tuition Giveaway contest winner
Raechel Zimmerman of Purvis, iHeart Radio’s Sherry Marengo and Devin “Big Daddy”
Cole, Hill, Russ Henley, sales manager for Hattiesburg Coca-Cola, James Coward with
Coca-Cola, Vickie Wilberding with iHeart Radio, and Brad Stephens and Earl Hayes with
Coca-Cola. Coca-Cola and iHeart Radio were co-sponsors of the event.

Mickie Hill this year’s Tuition Giveaway winner 
Pearl River Community College student

Mickie Hill is breathing a little easier today after
winning the 2017 PRCC Tuition Giveaway con-
test, a full year of free tuition.

Hill, 20, a sophomore, is attending the
Poplarville campus this fall, and lives in a dor-
mitory. She attended the Forrest County Center
in Hattiesburg last year as a freshman, where
she was a member of the travel club, involved in
BSU activities and worked in the Student
Success Center as a tutor.

“I am really excited to get my tuition taken
care of,” said Hill, a 2016 graduate of Forrest
County AHS. “Switching campuses will be best
for me from a personal standpoint. I can get
more involved in study groups and, eventually,
I want to get into Phi Theta Kappa.”

Hill says she plans to concentrate on juvenile
justice activities and eventually transfer to the
University of Southern Mississippi and major in
criminal justice. 

“I love kids,” she said. “I want to help them,
show them that they can do well, accomplish
things, even if they have had a rocky past. When
I was in high school, my last two years I was in
classes called law enforcement-public safety.
We learned about criminal justice and got to in-
teract in the community. I also got FEMA certi-
fied so I can help out during disasters.” 

Hill was selected as the winner of the sixth
annual Tuition Giveaway contest, a promotion
PRCC held in conjunction with Hattiesburg
Coca-Cola United and radio stations SL-100
and Wild 106.3.   

Live radio promotions, featuring free soft
drinks and t-shirts, were held to advertise the
contest in Hattiesburg, Oak Grove, Petal,
Purvis, Sumrall, Columbia and Poplarville.

Contestants had to tell their story through on-
line submissions.

Hill is the daughter of Sharon Dumas. She has
a younger brother and older sister.

Congressman Steven Palazzo visited PRCC twice recently. In the top photo, he is shown
with career technical staff, from left, Brad Ladner, Braden Ladner, Robby Shaw, Heath
Ladner and Ed Pinero. Pinero was recently elected to the South Mississippi Planning and
Development Board of Directors and to the Mississippi Municipal League Board of
Directors. In the lower photo, he is with, from left, PRCC Development Foundation direc-
tor Ernie Lovell, PRCC vice president Dr. Martha Lou Smith, PRCC assistant vice presi-
dent Raymunda Barnes, PRCC vice presidents Dr. Jennifer Seal and Dr. Scott
Alsobrooks after speaking to Honors Institute students.
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INVEST IN 
YOURSELF

At Delta State University, being a college student is a hands-on experience: 
flying commercial planes and drones, creating art, operating world-class 

recording studios, learning to save lives, and more. Delta State 
consistently ranks among the best in the nation for affordability. 

Come find your place in the #DSUFamily.

WWW.DELTASTATE.EDU • 1.800.GO.TO.DSU
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2017 Lady Wildcat soccer team

2017 Wildcat soccer team

Members of the 2017 Pearl River women’s soccer team are, front row from left, manager Summer Cook of Kiln; Rylee
Foster of Ocean Springs; Mellie Snyder of Leakesville; Kayla Nobles of Hurley; Abbi Henderson of Leakesville; Caroline
Grafe of Kiln; Sarah Havens of Hurley; manager Mary Reiger of Ocean Springs; middle row from left, Sarah Walden of
Pascagoula; Lacey Polderman of Picayune; Kayley Fountain of Ocean Springs; Karsen Gildea of Ocean Springs;
Miriam Fuguet of Barcelona, Spain; Mallorie Seal of Hattiesburg; Taylor Manning of Laurel; Miranda Carnes of Houma,
La.; Grace Sanders of Hattiesburg; top row from left, head coach Jack Byrd; Anna Grace Cooley of Lucedale; Raine
Frazier of Olive Branch; Mia Richardson of Pascagoula; Shelby Lowery of Laurel and assistant coach Tom Keen.

Members of the 2017 Pearl River men’s soccer team are, front row from left, Isidro Loya of Picayune; Mark Johnson of
Bay St. Louis; Spencer Martin of Spring, Texas; Parker Rose of Bay St. Louis; Trevor Clark of Waveland; Bo Bowman of
Bay St. Louis; Junior Sanchez of Hattiesburg; T.J. Gines of Moss Point; second row from left, Jevaun Ennis of Maypen,
Jamaica; Jefti Soares-Becerra of Ceara, Brazil; Bradford Clark of Long Beach; Jackson Hall of Pass Christian; James
Dempsey of Galway, Ireland; Kobe Lie of Hattiesburg; Eren Welford of Lucedale; Cameron Hatch of Moss Point; Brian
Wright of Pascagoula; third row from left, T.J. Anderson of Byram; Sam Buras of Diamondhead; West Zimmerman of
Bay St. Louis; Trey McClinton of Meridian; Joe Elliot of Leicester, England; Jackson Turner of Leakesville; Kyle Estess
of Laurel; top row from left, assistant coach Tom Keen; manager Anthony Hertzke of Lucedale; manager Jorge Loya of
Picayune; manager Walker Leathers of Gulfport and head coach Drew Gallant.

Upcoming games
Sept. 20 - at Hinds, 5 & 7 p.m.
Sept. 25 - host East Central, 5
& 7 p.m.
Sept. 27 - at Itawamba, 2 & 4.
Oct. 3 - at Meridian, 5 & 7.
Oct. 7 - host Gulf Coast, 5 & 7.
Oct. 14 - at Southwest, 1 & 3.
Oct. 17 - host Jones JC, 5 & 7.

Winning goal

PRCC sophomore Sarah Walden (19) of Pascagoula
shoots during women’s soccer action against Southwest.
Walden scored the game-winning goal in the Lady
Wildcats’ 2-1 victory. Soccer photos by Brett Russ.

Wildcats sweep 2
from Southwest

PRCC freshman Joe Elliot (17) of Leicester, England is
mobbed by teammates after scoring the go-ahead goal in
a 2-1 victory over Southwest.

PRCC sophomore Caroline Grafe (4) of Kiln dribbles the
ball up the field against Southwest.

PRCC sophomore Parker Rose (5) of Bay St. Louis maneu-
vers with the ball during men’s action against Itawamba.

PRCC sophomore Abbi Henderson (12) of Leakesville heads a ball downfield as team-
mate Shelby Lowery (1), a freshman from Laurel, looks to help out against Itawamba.

PRCC sophomore T.J.
Gines (9) of Moss Point is
tripped up during men’s ac-
tion against Southwest.

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

After missing the postseason for the first time
in eight seasons, the PRCC softball team is hard
at work this fall looking to ensure that it doesn’t
happen again next spring.

The Wildcats were 19-23 overall last season,
11-17 in MACJC games, and that’s unaccept-
able to longtime head coach Leigh White.

“We had a lot of talent, but when you expect
kids to lead and they don’t, that’s what hap-
pens,” said White, now in her 16th
season at PRCC.

“But we’ve got a good group com-
ing back, with a lot of experience
under their belts, and a lot of good
kids coming in who we think can re-
ally step in and help us.”

The Wildcats have been conduct-
ing fall drills in preparation for a
schedule of intra-squad games and
exhibitions. The first Maroon and
Gold scrimmage at Wildcat Stadium
was played Sept. 16. The Wildcats
host Pensacola State (Fla.) in a doubleheader at
noon on Sept. 23.

PRCC returns a strong nucleus of sopho-
mores, led by infielder Ilyssa Easton, who was a

first-team All-State selection last season after
batting .377, with 5 home runs, 30 RBIs and 14
stolen bases.

Also back is second-team All-State center-
fielder Anna Grace Cooley, who hit .375 and
had 12 steals. However, Cooley is playing soc-
cer this fall and won’t join the Wildcats until the
spring.

The Wildcats also return two pitchers from
last season in sophomore Olivia Holley, who
was 6-11 last season, despite a 3.49 earned-run
average, and Krista Robles, who was 4-2 with a

4.98 ERA. Robles also played first
base and batted .351 with 21 RBIs.

White signed what looks like a tal-
ented class of incoming freshmen, led
by pitcher-first baseman Dallas Blake
of OLA, who hit .569 with 7 homers
and 49 RBIs, and posted a record of
16-9 with a 2.48 ERA and 211 strike-
outs as a senior.

Kirsten Bales is back for another
season as assistant coach, but PRCC
has a new softball assistant in former

Wildcat pitcher Danielle Barton, who
will work with the pitchers.

And, in addition to on-field workouts, the
Wildcat softball players are also manning the
concessions at Wildcat football games this fall
to raise money for the program. 

White

Wildcat softball team
looking for improvement

Southwest tied it up on a
goal by Connor Smith, and it
stayed tied until the 85:24
mark in the second half.

Elliot took a free kick a few
steps inside the center line
against the right sideline and
sent an arcing missile toward
the goal that caromed off
Smothers’ hands and into the
net for the game-winner.

The Lady Wildcats got a
fierce battle from Southwest,
but were able to prevail,
thanks to a goal by sophomore
Sarah Walden (Pascagoula).
The win kept PRCC (4-0-1
overall, 2-0-1 division), while
Southwest (2-4, 0-3) lost its
fourth straight game.

Walden knocked in a close-
range shot off a pass from
sophomore Mia Richardson
(Pascagoula) for the game-
winner at 75:30 to cap a sec-
ond-half of dominance that
saw Pearl River take 19 shots
to just five for the Lady Bears.

“It was a tough game,” said
Lady Wildcats coach Jack
Byrd. “Southwest has im-
proved a little each year, and
they were much better than a
year ago. The second half, we
dictated what we wanted to do.
We had a lot of opportunities
and we finally cashed one in.”

Southwest got the scoring
started less than nine minutes
into the game on an unassisted
goal by Auset Gibbs but soph-
omore Lacey Polderman
(Picayune) buried a perfect
pass from sophomore Kayla
Nobles (Hurley) at 16:14 to
even the game.

Pearl River Community
College showed its mettle when
it mattered most last Tuesday
against Southwest Mississippi
in South Division soccer action
at the PRCC Sports Complex.

Both the Wildcats and the
Lady Wildcats got goals late in
the second half for a pair of 2-1
wins.

Freshman Joe Elliot
(Leicester, England) scored
from 50 yards away with less
than five minutes to play in reg-
ulation to give the Wildcats a
dramatic win in their game.

PRCC (4-1 overall, 2-1 divi-
sion) moved into sole posses-
sion of second place in the
South. Southwest (5-2, 1-2) lost
its second straight game.

“We had a plan that was
working in the first half, but we
got away from it,” said PRCC
men’s coach Drew Gallant.
“We went back to it after half-
time, and I thought we did
much better in the second half
than the first.”

Pearl River won despite a
significant disadvantage in
shots. The Bears took 28 shots,
11 on goal, while the Wildcats
had 16 shots, just six on goal.
But redshirt goalkeeper Kobe
Lie (Hattiesburg) stopped all
but one of the Bears’ shots, reg-
istering 10 saves.

The Wildcats got on the
board first, at 9:56, when fresh-
man Jevaunn Ennis (Maypen,
Jamaica) took a pass from
freshman Bo Bowman (Bay St.
Louis) in stride and buried the
shot past Bears’ keeper Conner
Smothers.
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Players on the Wildcat baseball team and their families gathered at the Student Life
Center on  Aug. 13 to meet the coaches and get to know each other over hamburgers
and sausage dogs. Coach Michael Avalon (left) talks to Wildcat players and their families.

Baseball meet and greet

By STAN CALDWELL
Sports Information Director

Basketball season is still almost two
months away, but the PRCC men’s and
women’s teams are already getting their
games in order for the coming season.

Pearl River opens the 2017-18 season
on Nov. 1 at home against Bishop State
(Ala.).

Both the Wildcats and Lady Wildcats
are looking to improve this season after
both teams failed to qualify for the
MACJC State Tournament. 

The PRCC men were 14-9 overall and
6-8 in the South Division. The women
were 10-11 and 3-11.

“I wasn’t happy with where we fin-
ished last season,” said Wildcat coach
Chris Oney, who is in his third season as
head coach. “We have high expectations
for this program, and I don’t think we
achieved what we should have.”

Oney graduated five sophomores off
last season’s squad, including most of
his frontcourt players. However, PRCC
has a talented backcourt returning, led
by sophomore Rodney Mallett, who av-
eraged 9.3 points and 3.3 assists a game
last season.

The Wildcats also have their leading
scorer from last season returning in 6-
foot-2 shooting guard Jamani Glover,
who had 12.2 points a game last season.

n The Lady Wildcats return the bulk
of their team from last season, led by 5-
foot-3 sophomore guard Rehema
Franklin, who averaged 16.3 points per
game last season.

“We have a good sophomore nucleus,
who are leading the way for our new-
comers,” said Lady Wildcats coach
Scotty Fletcher, also in his third season.
“We’re getting great leadership from
these girls, and everybody is working
hard.”

Pearl River was crippled by two key
injuries last season, to point guard Elexis
Peyton and forward Tyasia Willis.

Peyton was averaging 5.1 points per

game when she suffered a season-ending
knee injury on Jan. 12 against
Southwest, while Willis was averaging
8.8 points and 7.8 rebounds when she
went down to an ankle injury late in the
season.

Fletcher said both players are rehab-
bing nicely, and should be ready to take
the court for preseason practice in a few
weeks.

While Oney returns both of his assis-
tants from last season in Ryne Colvin
and Chris Woodall, Fletcher has one
new assistant in Chelsee Black, a former
standout at UAB, joining Joanna Ortiz,
who returns for her second season at
PRCC.

Oney

Fletcher

Oney, Fletcher see brighter days ahead

POPLARVILLE – Pearl River Community
College has sent a number of its baseball stand-
outs to the professional ranks, and now some of
those former Wildcats are returning to lead a
new generation of players.

PRCC will host a special Day with the Pros,
Sunday, Oct. 1 at Wildcat Field on
the Pearl River campus. 

A number of ex-Wildcats have in-
dicated that they plan to attend, and
Wildcat coach Michael Avalon says
other standouts may join in.

“We had so many of our guys who
came out last fall and helped us, guys
like Ashley (Graeter) and Zach
Clark,” said Avalon. “We thought it
would be cool to give them a chance
to interact with some younger play-
ers.”

The camp is for young players ages 5-14 and
begins at 1:30 p.m. Cost is $75 per player.

Among the former Wildcats who are expect-
ed to participate are Ashley Graeter, who is in
the Colorado Rockies organization, Braxton
Lee, who won the Southern League battle title
this past season as a member of the Miami
Marlins organization, and Jacob Taylor, who
plays in the Pittsburgh Pirates organization.

PRCC also has a former big-leaguer on staff

in assistant coach Rhyne Hughes, and he will
join Wildcat players and coaches in helping
with instruction.

“A lot is going to depend on whether their
teams have called them up to play fall instruc-
tional league. We’ve also talked to Anthony

(Alford) and (Edward) Forbes, who
said if they are here, have indicated
they’d like to come.

“I think it lets kids see their dream
in front of them. These guys went to
the same high school, the same ele-
mentary school as they do, and hope-
fully it will motivate them.”

Alford is a former Petal High
standout in the Toronto Blue Jays or-
ganization, while Forbes is a former
Columbia High star now playing in

the Chicago White Sox organization.
Meanwhile, the Wildcats began fall practice

last week, and Avalon is confident after a 29-20
season that saw PRCC advance to the semifi-
nals of the NJCAA Region 23 Tournament.

“We’re excited,” Avalon said. “Our depth is
tremendously improved, and it will have to be,
because we’re replacing a great group of guys.
The tell-all is going to be how well they gel. If
they gel as well as last season’s bunch, we have
a chance to have a special year.”

Pro players to lead PRCC baseball camp

Avalon

Wildcats make history
hosting first rodeo

Marriage
proposal

Chason Stogner of
Sandy Hook, a
PRCC alumnus,
proposed to PRCC
rodeo team mem-
ber Selena Broom
of Purvis before
the rodeo started
on Saturday night.

Pearl River Community College got the 2017-
18 college rodeo season off to a rousing start this
past weekend, hosting an event for the first time
in the school’s short history in the sport.

The Wildcats had a respectable showing, and
put on a good show at the inaugural PRCC
Rodeo at the James Lynn Cartlidge Multi-
Purpose building in Hattiesburg.

“It went real well,” said Pearl River
rodeo coach/advisor Robbie Shaw. “It
took us three nights to really get it
right, but (Saturday) was our best
night. We got the show done in two-
and-a-half hours, which is about as
good as you can expect, especially for
our first time.”

The PRCC event was the first of 10
rodeos scheduled for the Ozark
Region of the National Intercollegiate
Rodeo Association, the sanctioning
body for college rodeo, and the
Wildcats stepped up on short notice.

“This has been spectacular,” said Sasha
Nelson, NIRA secretary for the Ozark Region.
“Mr. Shaw and his kids have done a great job of
getting everything set up. 

“We needed another rodeo to fill the season
schedule, and (PRCC) volunteered. (Shaw)
stepped up and put on a really good rodeo for us.
We’re excited about coming back.”

Teams from nine of the 13 schools in the re-
gion, along with individual competitors from
other schools, took part in the rodeo, which cov-
ered three nights.

The Wildcats finished fourth of six teams in
the men’s events with 355 points, and fifth of
nine teams in the women’s events with 120
points.

“Overall, not bad, not bad at all,” Shaw said.
“I was proud of our kids, not only for how they

competed, but for how they helped make this
event a success. We had a little rough start on
Thursday, but we had a meeting on Friday and
everything came together.”

Freshman Chase Graves of Poplarville was
the top point-producer for PRCC with 220
points. 

Graves finished second in the championship
round in steer wrestling, with an 8.5
average for his two runs, and was
third in total points for the event with
95. 

He and sophomore Ryder Ladner
(Kiln) finished second in team rop-
ing, both in the championship round
and in total points, as they were one
of only two teams in the 10-team fi-
nals to complete a successful run. 

Ladner and Graves each scored 50
points for the finals and 130 total in

the team-roping event.
“I drew a good steer, so I knew I was going to

have a good run,” said Graves. “The steers (in
team roping) were a little soggy; they were a lit-
tle slow.

“It felt good to be able to go home each night.
It was a lot of work, and we had a few kinks, but
we got by them and it turned out good. I think
this will be one of the better rodeos on the cir-
cuit.”

Sophomore Chelsey Johnson was the lone
point-scorer for PRCC in the women’s stand-
ings, based on her scores in the preliminaries. 

She was second in breakaway roping after the
first round, with 50 points, and she also got 30
points for a fourth-place ranking as the second-
best preliminary scorer of the non-finishers in
the finals. 

And she earned 40 points for standing third in
goat tying after the first round. 

Shaw

Above, Pearl River freshman Chase Graves of Poplarville secures the legs of a steer dur-
ing team roping competition at the PRCC Rodeo held last week at Hattiesburg. Graves
was second in team roping, along with sophomore Ryder Ladner of Kiln, and was also
second in steer wrestling. Below, PRCC sophomore Chelsey Johnson of Poplarville las-
sos a calf during the breakaway roping event at the PRCC Rodeo at Hattiesburg.
Johnson scored a fourth-place finish in the event. (Photos courtesy of Pat Causey)

PRCC’s Emily Farve (left) of Kiln and Abbi Holliday (right) of Poplarville compete in the
barrel racing event at the rodeo on opening night. 

Above, Ryder
Ladner and
Chase Graves of
PRCC compete
in team roping.
Left, Graves
wrestles a calf in
calf roping. Right,
Selena Broom of
Purvis competes
in barrel racing.

PRCC Public
Relations photos
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PRCC quarterback
Markevion Quinn rushed 15
times for 226 yards and
completed 13 of 22 passes
for 207 yards. He account-
ed for 433 total yards and
four touchdowns.

PRCC offensive line coach and recruiting coordinator
Terrence Metcalf was honored as an inductee into the Ole
Miss M-Club Hall of Fame during festivities surrounding
the Rebels’ season opener against South Alabama on
Sept. 2.

Coach honored 

The Northwest game The Northeast game

Above, Pearl River run-
ning back Chandler
Roberts hurdles a de-
fender during a run
against Northeast CC
Aug. 31 at Poplarville.
Left, Pearl River quarter-
back Justin Agner fakes a
pass after handing off to
running back Ron
Thompson during action
against Northeast. 
Below, PRCC defensive
end Shelton Fortenberry
holds up the ball to show
that he recovered a first-
quarter fumble for the
Wildcats in their 27-21
win over Northeast.

Above, Pearl River Community College running back Caleb Batie is chased by the
Northwest defense on a big run during second-half action at Poplarville. Below, Pearl
River linebackers coach Nathan Wiggins celebrates with special teams players after the
Wildcats recovered a muffed punt in the second half against Northwest.

Northeast game
photos by
PRCC student
Lane Hall.

2017 JuCo standings

Wildcats begin season 2-1
DECATUR - Markevion Quinn made

his first career start for Pearl River
Community College one for the ages.

Quinn, a freshman from Ruleville, was
pressed into service due to an injury to
starting quarterback Justin Agner, and all
he did completely steal the show.

Quinn accounted for 433 yards of of-
fense and four touchdowns, leading the
Wildcats to a 59-40 victory over East
Central in the South Division opener for
both teams.

PRCC improved to 2-1 overall; East
Central dropped to 1-2. 

“He did a great job,” said PRCC head
coach Ted Egger of Quinn’s perform-
ance. “He stepped up when we needed
him, and he had a great game. He did a
good job holding onto the ball and mak-
ing plays.”

Quinn ran 15 times for 226 yards and
three touchdowns, and completed 13 of
22 passes for 207 yards and a touch-
down, as the Wildcats piled up 602 yards
of offense, including 395 on the ground.

“I found out Friday I was going to
start,” said Quinn. “I just had to get warm
to the game, settle down and do my job.”

Quinn’s rushing total was the second-
highest single-game total in school histo-
ry, and it was the first time the Wildcats
surpassed 600 yards of total offense since
2005.

Redshirt freshman Caleb Batie (West
Marion) ran for 100 yards on 14 carries
and scored a pair of touchdowns, and
freshman Tyler Polk (St. Martin) also
scored twice.

“We knew the line had to come out

strong, because we had a freshman quar-
terback out there,” said Wildcat guard
Tyrin Arceneaux, a sophomore from La
Place, La. “We knew we needed to be
physical. This gives us a lot of confi-
dence moving into the next game.”

The Wildcats weathered an early storm
as the Warriors missed a field goal after
PRCC went backwards on the opening
possession of the game.

And that’s when Quinn began to spin
his magic. On third-and-3 from the
PRCC 27-yard line, Quinn scrambled out
of trouble on a pass play, got loose down
the right sideline and 70 yards to the
Warrior 3. Batie scored the first of his
touchdowns on a 2-yard run.

The game turned midway through the
second quarter on a third-and-12 from
the Wildcat 28, with PRCC trailing 20-
14. Quinn found Ron Thompson
(Bassfield) free down the left sideline for
a 42-yard pick-up.

Two plays later, Quinn found tight end
Jakwaize Walker (Pascagoula) open in
the end zone for a 26-yard touchdown
pass. Mark Johnsonís PAT made it 21-20,
and the Wildcats never looked back.

That drive was the first of five consec-

utive possessions that Pearl River scored
touchdowns. Johnson (Bay High) also
converted a 39-yard field goal in the
fourth quarter and was perfect on all
eight PAT attempts.

“Iím really proud of our guys,” Egger
said. “Our offensive coaching staff did an
excellent job of getting us ready for this
game. We’ve got some things to work on
with our defense and special teams, but
I’ll take the win.” 

The Wildcats return home this week to
battle Hinds. Kickoff at Dobie Holden
Stadium is scheduled for 6 p.m.
Thursday.

PRCC GAME SUMMARY
Thursday at Decatur
Pearl River 59, East Central 40
Pearl River   14   21   14   10 —  59
East Central    7   13    6    14 — 40

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing

Pearl River – Markevion Quinn 15-226,

Caleb Batie 14-100, Chandler Roberts

6-30, Ron Thompson 4-22, Tyler Polk

3-8, Jesse Pernell 7-7, Christian

Williamson 1-2; 

Passing

Pearl River – Markevion Quinn 13-22-

0-207.

Receiving

Pearl River – Malcom Staten 3-41,

Jakwaize Walker 2-30, Tyler Polk 2-34,

Shakeenen West 2-25, Ron Thompson

1-42, Heath Greenlee 1-20, K.J. Breland

1-3.

Upcoming games
Sept. 21 - host Hinds, 6 p.m.
Sept. 28 - at Itawamba, 7 p.m.
Oct. 7 - at Southwest, 5 p.m.
Oct. 14 - host Jones JC, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 - host Gulf Coast (HC) 2 p.m.
Oct. 28 - at Co-Lin, 3 p.m.
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