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Hurricane Katrina strikes PRCC
Damage estimates on campus: $30-40 million

POPLARVILLE - Moody Hall, a three-story structure built in 1926 and the oldest classroom building among the state’s 15 community and junior colleges, suffered heavy dam-
age from Katrina. The auditorium roof blew off during the height of the storm, resulting in extensive interior damage from wind and rain. Photo by Mitch Deaver.

President Bush pays PRCC a visit
‘Mississippi is on my mind. We are with you’

POPLARVILLE - President Bush, with Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour at his side, spoke to some 250 elected officials Monday, Sept. 5, at
Pearl River Community College’s Technology Center. The president praised local relief efforts in Pearl River County.

POPLARVILLE - Despite the cir-
cumstances surrounding
Hurricane Katrina, history was
made Monday, Sept. 5, 2005, on
the campus of Pearl River
Community College.

President George Bush became
the first sitting president to ever
set foot on the PRCC campus, or to
visit Poplarville for that matter.

In a response to criticism his ad-
ministration has been slow to help
the victims of Hurricane Katrina,
President Bush arrived at the
PRCC Technology Center with
praise for local relief efforts and as-
surances more federal help is on

the way. 
Mississippi

is on my
mind,” Bush
said. “We are
with you.
That is what I
want you to
know.”

Speaking to
about 250
elected state
and local offi-

cials, including
Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour,
U.S. Sen. Trent Lott, and U.S. Rep.
Chip Pickering, gathered at PRCC,
the president praised local relief ef-
forts. “You showed courage,” he
said. “People have risked their
lives to help.” 

Bush was optimistic the hurri-
cane-damaged Gulf Coast would
be rebuilt bigger and better than
before the storm. He told officials
they would one day be “cutting rib-
bons and creating new jobs.” 

■ SSeeee BBUUSSHH,, PPaaggee 44

Bush

This 12-page special sec-
tion was produced by the
PRCC Public Relations
Department to commem-
orate the destructive
storm and its impact on
Pearl River Community
College.
Photographs were taken
by Pamela Luke, Mitch
Deaver, Ronn Hague, Dr.
John Grant, Clint
Tapper, Dr. Adam
Breerwood, George
Clark and Chuck Abadie,
Director of Public
Relations. 

POPLARVILLE - Hurricane
Katrina devastated South
Mississippi, including Pearl River
Community College, with a force
not seen since Hurricane Camille
36 years ago.

The date: Monday, Aug. 29,
2005, will be remembered for quite
some time.

Winds that blew as high as 120
miles-per-hour on the PRCC cam-
pus began just before dawn and by
the time they subsided after 3
p.m., Katrina had left massive
damage in her wake.

By Monday night, South
Mississippians began to feel the
damage of Katrina on a broader
scale. 

Communications were down,
power was off, water systems were
crippled, and transportation routes
were demolished. 

■ M.R. White Coliseum, which
was built in 1974, suffered exten-
sive interior and exterior damage.
It will probably be torn down.

■ Moody Hall, a three-story
structure built in 1926 and the old-
est classroom building among the
state’s 15 community and junior
colleges, suffered heavy damage.
Dr. John Grant, Vice President for
Instruction, and Athletic Director
Richard Mathis were among 20
evacuees who watched from the
basement floor as the auditorium
roof blew off during the height of
the storm, resulting in extensive
interior damage from wind and
rain.

■ Two dormitories, Lamar Hall
and Marion Hall, received severe
damage and, before all is said and
done, may have to be torn down
and rebuilt.

■ The school’s vehicle mainte-
nance shop was demolished, roof
and water damage was evident on
every building on campus, includ-
ing the president’s home, and de-
bris from limbs and trees blocked
the roadways.

“We had roof damage on 27 of
the 53 buildings on campus,” said
Clint Tapper, Director of the
Physical Plant at PRCC. “Every
building on campus had some type
of damage. We had a tremendous
amount of water damage. We have
four buildings that could possibly
be totaled after we get the reports
from the insurance company and
the engineers.

“The cleanup just to get to
where we could get to the build-
ings was a major chore with the
trees and limbs and such.”

The bottom line: Pearl River
Community College suffered be-
tween $30-40 million in damages
from Hurricane Katrina.

“It’s bad,” said PRCC President
William Lewis, who rode out the
storm in the PRCC Technology
Center, headquarters for Emer-
gency Services for the city of
Poplarville before, during and after
the storm. 

“This is worse than Hurricane
Camille.”

■ SSeeee KKAATTRRIINNAA,, PPaaggee 33
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By TERROD JACKSON
Dixie Drawl Staff Writer

Yeah, it was really crazy to have to eat Peanut
Butter and Jelly for five days in a row. Why
were people missing cows? I wore the same out-
fit for three days out of the week.

Why does my phone say, “Due to the
Hurricane your call cannot be completed,”
when people call it? My friend went to jail for
two days for curfew violation in Columbia.

Hearing gun shots just to check on my aunt,
was one thing, but hearing about a guy shoot-
ing his sister over a bag of ice in Hattiesburg
was another. This is a date that will either bring
out the very best of people or the very worst!

My date started with a huge 95 year-old oak
tree in front of my home in Columbia. It didn’t
want my neighbor to go home. It simply
blocked her driveway and front entrance, and
her neighbor’s too! What was really scary was
seeing it play Russian roulette with our house
and the ground. This tree was right beside the
house and it was rocking.  It could have sat on
my car if it wanted to. It’s too bad that our
water, cable, telephone, and electric line were
disconnected by that fallen old tree.

So what to do now? The water line (broken
in half) was spewing from the tree, the live elec-
tric wire was in the branches, and the tree also
took my television show  “Pimp My Ride” away,
too. Well, there was my cell phone. It worked
for about one hour and then “Whoop!” There it
went too.

I am definitely running out of options. I can
only sleep for so long. I also worried about my
friends on the coast. I was lucky to have a house
compared to a lot of people. I am a very creative
person and even I was starting to run out of op-
tions!  It’s crazy.

After the storm, I had to be really creative!
Nobody likes working in the yard, so I made it
fun!  I put on part of my Air Force uniform and

some face paint. I crawled under the house on
a mission to fix the broken water pipe that the
big old, nasty oak tree took.

It’s too bad that the city turned off the water
due to lack of electricity and too much water
pressure around town. So that we didn’t have to
potty in the woods, we decided to save rainwa-
ter from the storm. It was placed into the bath-
tub to flush the toilet.

We also had to travel to the middle of town to
get water from an underground secret artisian
spring! Of course everybody knew about it and
I had to get in the huddle of people to fill up
coolers and buckets of water.

Yes, it’s sad to say but, people were taking
baths in the water that we were trying to get to
survive.

Family value went way up. We really came to-
gether. Barbeque was everywhere. The whole
town smelled like a big pork chop with some
ribs on the side.

When our neighbors needed some candles we
had plenty. We helped people who couldn’t get
ice and water from FEMA by offering ours. It
was amazing. When we were hungry, Grandma
still knew how to use that ole gas stove.

Days later, we didn’t have any more meat, be-
cause Wal Mart didn’t open. Waiting in an
eight-hour gas line was out of the question. My
sister did. She told me that people fought over
it. While they  fought another guy snuck in with
a gas jug and took some gas.

I have a friend that barbequed in Lampton, a
little community near Columbia, for everybody.
Now, that was gravy. People from South
Carolina even came by to cut up the huge oak
tree in one hour. 

There were some bad stories though. Once
my cell phone sorta kinda worked, I was able to-
call some of my coast friends. I had to play Dr.
Phil. They went through some rough stuff. My
best friend lost her childhood home. She tried
to contact her parents, but some how she found

them displaced on the beach living in some
tents. Their Waveland homes were destroyed.

The house smashed into the neighbor’s
house, the roof came off landing across the
street, and there were some mysterious panties
found on the destroyed car. 

I had another friend, who lost her apartment
instantly. She had dead neighbors when she
was able to go back and check her house out.
Freaky! I also heard that there were even lawn
mowers in some power lines!

I love my family though. We made jokes and
played games.

“Hurricane Katrina is a black hurricane,” my
crazy stereotypical brother said.  It was a bad
joke. But it was also funny too! Statistically,
there are more black girls named “Katrina”
than any other race. I mean, when I think about
it, I wouldn’t date Katrina, but I had to.

She was a mean and feisty woman. I heard a
lot of jokes and some newer ones too. Katrina
being the big bad wolf and Rita is next in line
for the fight so she is “taking her earrings off!”

The fact that we can joke around and still
play spades and Yahtzee under candlelight was
incredible. 

With no electricity we were having family
talks under very beautiful starlight.

At one time, I thought that I was going crazy!
What? No more football withdrawals? 

When the power came back on, I used a flash-
light at night and didn’t even think about the
light switch.

Why did I get water bottles from the cooler
when the refrigerator worked? Electricity,
phone, and cable were missed right?

I realized that I took the modern day items
for granted, that I will not do again.

The date, that my parents had, with
Hurricane Camille  in 1969 made much more
sense now.

■ TTeerrrroodd JJaacckkssoonn iiss aa ssoopphhoommoorree ssttuuddeenntt aatt
PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr CCoommmmuunniittyy CCoolllleeggee.. 

DDeeaarr FFrriieennddss::

Hurricane Katrina has reminded all of us that life is
fragile and that we should never take tomorrow for
granted. The aftermath of Katrina left us with so
much devastation and yet so much to be thankful for. 

Life has become more precious and the material
things of our daily existence seem not to be quite as
important. There seems to be a new humbleness in
our people and a new resolve that the things of life
may quickly melt away, but the spirit of goodness that
abides within us will overcome the tragedies of life.

So it is with our institution.
Pearl River Community College suffered a severe

blow from Katrina’s winds. On the Poplarville cam-
pus, many of our  buildings received substantial dam-
age, some beyond repair. The roofs of 22 buildings
were damaged.

Some with only a few shingles missing, while the
roofs of other structures were completely removed by
the hurricane’s relentless winds. Many of our build-

ings survived with little damage.
Several of our buildings, howev-
er, including historic Moody Hall
(the oldest classroom building
on any community college cam-
pus in the state) and White
Coliseum, are damaged to the
point that they may have to be
re-built.

Damage to the Forrest County
Center and to our new Advanced
Technology Center in
Hattiesburg was minimal.

The story at the Hancock Center was a different
one as the building was totally devastated.  The
Hancock Center, which had been in operation for only
a few months, was located on Highway 90 in
Waveland and received substantial damage. All of the
contents of the building have been completely lost
and the building we were leasing will need major ren-
ovations.

The 2005-06 school year had begun with much
promise. A record enrollment of over 4,300 students
had enrolled at the college. The largest marching
band in our school’s history and a football team that
was ranked No. 1 in the country in the pre-season
polls were precursors to a fantastic school year. The
year held much promise and still does.

Our employees and students have stepped forward
with a renewed enthusiasm and support for one an-
other. The community college family from other com-
munity colleges around the state rallied around our in-
stitution and sent a large contingent of workers to
help us get back on our feet.  We have received a help-
ing hand from many individuals and organizations.
President George Bush even made a historic visit to
our campus on Sept. 5 and helped boost our spirits.

We are determined, and I am convinced, that great
things will come from this adversity. More than ever
before the services that Peal River Community
College provides are needed by the citizens of south
Mississippi.

PRCC will help our region of the state to re-build,
to become more productive and beautiful than ever.
While we wish that this monster storm had not un-
leashed its fury on us, we will emerge a stronger and
more focused institution.

Thanks to all of you who have expressed concern
and have offered your support during these trying
times. We look forward to the return of some normal-
cy in the life of our college and our personal lives.

Please know that Pearl River Community College
will continue to strive to be an institution where the
spirit of family is demonstrated each and every day.
We will do our best to support our students, our
alums, our employees and the region of our great
state that we serve.

We are, again, focused on seeing that great things
come from the unfortunate adversity that has fallen on
us.

SSiinncceerreellyy,,
WWiilllliiaamm LLeewwiiss,, PPrreessiiddeenntt
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Lewis

PRCC President William Lewis met with employees in Malone Chapel, where he outlined plans for resuming classes at all locations.
Malone Chapel suffered minimal damage from Hurricane Katrina.

POPLARVILLE - Dateline, Aug. 17, 1969.
One million dollars: That was Hurricane Camille’s

gift to Pearl River Junior College Aug. 17-18. The
storm’s 160-190 mile-per-hour winds caused extensive
roof damage to all buildings on campus except the stu-
dent center.

Fast forward to Monday, Aug. 29, 2005.
Hurricane Katrina devastated South Mississippi, in-

cluding Pearl River Community College, with a force
not seen since Hurricane Camille 36 years ago.

Those are two dates that will be remembered for
quite some time at Pearl River Community College.

Despite the length of time between the two storms,
they do have their similarities.

Here is what was written about Camille in the
September, 1969 Dixie Drawl.

“Besides the roofs, the library, gymnasium, audito-
rium and vo-tech center received major interior dam-
ages, partially due to daily rains after the hurricane.

Batson Hall, freshman girls’ dormitory, lost its entire
roof and is considered a total loss. The new bus repair
shop was wiped out; faculty housing was severely hit
with one faculty building, the Veterans Apartments,
losing its roof.

“With several construction companies repairing
damages, buildings on campus are rapidly taking
shape. The classrooms and usable dormitories have
been re-roofed and are occupied. The interiors of the
library and the administration building are being re-
done; the gym floor is being torn up and relaid.
Restoration of the lighting of the T.D. Holden
Stadium is only tentatively scheduled with metal light
poles replacing the downed Redwood ones. Most of
the debris - trees, shrubs and roofing - has been
cleared with the help of the faculty, students, service
men and city employees.”

Some of the buildings on campus damaged in
Camille received the same damage in Katrina.

Take Moody Hall, for example. The damage report
from Camille read:

“Total loss of auditorium roof and ceiling; caved
into auditorium: loss of stage, curtains and drapes: ex-
tensive damage to walls, floors and fixtures: extensive
damage to Spanish tile roof over main part of build-
ing; water damage to ceiling, walls, floors and fix-
tures. Cost of repairs: $59,069.90.” 

Basically, that’s the same damage report from
Katrina, except, of course, the cost of repairs.

The damage report for Shrivers Gymnasium from
Camille reads:

“Roof completely removed; extensive water damage
to interior of the entire building. The floor must be re-
placed in the gym. Cost of repairs: $41,706.36.”

The damage report for the bus shop from Camille
reads:

“Building demolished. Cost of repairs: $11,650.45.”
We could go on and on. Some of the other buildings

damaged from Camille and their cost of repairs in-
cluded:

■ Academic Building   $49,876.58
■ Fine Arts Building    $ 1,463.07
■ Library                    $29,366.87
■ Lamar Hall              $31,631.84
■ Pearl River Hall       $10,385.85
■ Crosby Hall               $2,362.67
■ Bilbo Hall                $86,445.06
When all was said and done in 1969, the total cost

of repairs from Hurricane Camille was $694,195.72.
Early estimates from Hurricane Katrina put the figure
somewhere between $15-25 million.

The Dixie Drawl article on Hurricane Camille con-
cluded like this:

“Once more, with the exception of the few “topless”
trees and buildings, the PRC campus is resuming is
traditional appearance.”

The same could be said for today.

Camille, Katrina: Many similarities as far as PRCC is concerned

An open letter from PRCC President William Lewis

My date with a girl named Katrina

By DR. JOHN GRANT
Special to the Dixie Drawl

For over 40 years Batson Hall
stood with three-story tall white
columns as part of an impressive
array of buildings on the Pearl
River College campus overlooking
U. S. Highway 11.

On the morning of Aug. 18,
1969, the roof of Batson Hall was
upside down with much of its third
floor across the street next to the
old President’s Home.

Batson Hall would later be torn
down; the damage was too great
to repair. That stately building
was a victim of the most intense
hurricane ever to strike the U.S.
mainland. Her name was Camille,
and her eye passed directly over
Poplarville on Sunday, Aug 17.

Those of us who experienced
that night can never forget it.
Sometime before midnight the
electricity had already gone off,
and my parents, my two sisters,
my brother (who slept through the
whole thing!), and I had taken
shelter in an inner hallway.

Radio station WWL in New
Orleans was the only station we
could pick up on our battery pow-
ered radio. Indelibly printed in my
memory are the words of a CBS
radio network news announcer
who said: “No section of the
American coastline has ever faced
the danger that Mississippi’s coast
faces at this hour as Hurricane
Camille sits poised offshore with
200 mile per hour winds.” 

That was the first time I had
ever heard of even the possibility
of a hurricane having 200 mile per
hour winds! 

For many years time was meas-
ured and events were remembered
as “before Camille” or “after
Camille.”  It would be weeks before
schools would start back; it would
be years before the Coast would be
rebuilt. 

Gradually people restored their
property and life returned to nor-
mal, although the definition of nor-
mal was changed. 

Everyone knew there would be
hurricanes after Camille, and there
were. There was Frederick in 1979
and Elena in 1985. Still later would
come Georges and Ivan. But all of
those were mere shadows of
Camille and did not strike this part
of Mississippi with the fury of
Camille, which remained “gold
standard.” Surely there could
never be another so destructive as
she. But, thirty six years later,
there was.

Aug. 29, 2005, will forever be re-
membered as the date of the worst
natural disaster in American histo-
ry, surpassing even the great flood
of the Mississippi River in 1927
and Hurricane Andrew in South
Florida in 1992. Hurricane
Katrina's winds were not quite of
the intensity of Camille, but she
was huge, and her storm surge
along the Coast was as much as
thirty feet. 

My wife and other family mem-
bers, as well as family members of
another College staff member,
took shelter on the ground floor of
Moody Hall on Sunday night, Aug.
28.  By daylight the wind was
blowing briskly and I watched
through the glass front door of the
building as a arge oak come down
across the street.  

The wind increased steadily dur-
ing the morning and, by 10:30, was
screaming out of the east.  Large
pieces of Moody Hall's roof could
be heard tearing loose. As several
of us were looking out the west
door of the first floor, a huge chunk
of roof, consisting of three-by-six
tongue and groove decking, came
crashing down.  We backed away
from that door in a hurry! 

The wind would increase in
speed for another hour and a half.
At times we could not see the
Career-Technical Building across
the street for the white, wind-
blown rain, but when we could see,
the roof of the north wing of that
building could be seen flapping up
and down, although it ever did
completely blow off. 

We knew the roof of Moody Hall
had failed, at least the part over
the auditorium, and soon ceiling
tiles began to sag and collapse. We
worked quickly to move pianos
and other instruments out of the
falling water. I went upstairs and
looked into the auditorium. The
stage was wrecked, and daylight
could be seen above it. I stayed up-
stairs and watched the storm
through the front doors until a par-
ticularly violent gust shook those
doors, made my eardrums pop,
and ran me back down to the
ground floor.  

The eye of Katrina passed over
sometime shortly after noon, al-
though the sky never cleared com-
pletely and the wind did not total-
ly stop. My wife and I decided
sometime in the early afternoon to
see if we could make our way to
her aunt's home in the southern
part of town as she was anxious to
go home. A short way down
Highway 11 we encountered a
metal sign coming toward us end
over end up the road. We dodged it
and soon decided to turn around
and return to Moody Hall. Finally,
about 4:30, we were able to leave
the building and return home. 

The winds of Katrina, though
they were spread over a much
greater area, were somewhat less
intense than those of Camille.
There are still many trees stand-
ing; they are not all reduced to
snags. But, the damage to the cam-
pus of Pearl River College was far
more extensive. For one thing, the
campus is much bigger now than it
was in 1969 and there are more
buildings to be damaged. Moody
Hall, the oldest building used for
instruction on any community col-
lege campus in Mississippi, suf-
fered extreme damage just as it did
in Camille.  (It was also badly dam-
aged in Hurricane Elena on Labor
Day in 1985.) White Coliseum
may also have suffered its final in-
sult. 

As this is being written we have
been back in class in Poplarville for
a full week. We started back after
just three weeks, just as was done
by my father and others who
worked at the College in 1969. 

Pearl River Community College
has endured for almost a century
since its beginning as Pearl River
County Agricultural High School
in 1909.  It survived World War I,
the Great Depression, and World
War II.  It survived terrible hurri-
canes in 1947 and 1969. 

It has now survived Hurricane
Katrina as well.

PRCC survives
another storm 

                                     



By Jackie Magee   
Dixie Drawl Staff Writer

My parents went through Hurricane Camille. Every
time there is a hurricane that could possibly hit the
Mississippi Gulf Coast, I hear about Camille.

My mother rode Camille out underneath her fami-
ly’s kitchen table with her sister and brothers. My fa-
ther stayed with his family on their farm. They had no
electricity for four weeks. I do not think anyone imag-
ined a hurricane could ever hit the Gulf so hard again
35 years later.

Unfortunately, Hurricane Katrina did hit the Gulf
Coast, and I got to see firsthand what a major hurri-
cane can do to the region I know and I love.

On Sunday, Aug. 28, my dad, Scott, woke me up at
7 o’clock in the morning. The TV was blaring reports
about the size and strength of Katrina. My mother,
Lisa, was being discharged from the hospital and I
had to go get her from Picayune before Highway 11
became packed with evacuees.

Interstate 59 had been opened for contraflow the
day before. As I passed through town an hour later,
Poplarville was bustling. The gas stations were
packed. The grocery stores were quickly going
through their stock. After getting my mom home, I
headed to the grocery store. I managed to get my fam-
ily enough sandwich food for two or three days.

My dad had made the executive decision to leave
our home in town and ride the storm out at a friend’s
house on Highway 53, 10 miles south of Poplarville.
None of us wanted to leave.

The house we were living in is my grandmother’s
and it had survived Camille. My mom said, “If the
house can survive Camille, it can survive Katrina.” We
left the house without even boarding a single window
with wood. I packed everything I could fit into my car.

On Monday, Aug. 29, Hurricane Katrina hit the
coast. I woke up that morning to the sounds of harsh
winds and stinging rains. All through the day, I
watched the trees being uprooted by the winds. I
stood outside on the porch and looked on helplessly
as the barns were torn apart and shingles were ripped
off the roof. I saw two huge tree limbs fall in the very
spot I had parked my car the day before.

Thankfully, I had moved it to an open field before
the wrath of the storm really hit. Later in the day,
when the storm had calmed down, my family and I
ventured out into the unknown.

The small piece of country land that we were on
had only suffered some tree damage. A couple of

barns were torn to pieces and there was some damage
to the houses. I will admit, I have never had so much
fun riding four wheelers as I have that day!

Tuesday morning, my family and I headed into
town. We had a small caravan of six cars  making our
way up Highway 53. The normal drive to Poplarville
is 10 minutes. It took us an hour to dodge all of the
trees and power lines that covered the road. A small
path had been cleared the day before, but I still had to
watch out for live power lines and branches that could
scratch my car. The destruction was magnificent. 

Trees had been uprooted and houses and business-
es were damaged. Downtown Poplarville did not look
like downtown Poplarville. Windows were blown in,
awnings were on the street, and buildings had holes.
When my family and I got to my grandmother’s house
in Poplarville, we all cried a huge sigh of relief.
Luckily, we had not sustained any damage. We did not
even lose a tree or have a cracked window.

After I found out that our house was okay, I imme-
diately began to worry about my friends. I had not
heard from a single person because of the cell phone
service being out. I desperately wanted to go to their
houses and check on them, but I also could not afford
to waste my precious tank of gas in my car.  A world
of uncertainty began to set in. When would my life go
back to normal?

My father decided it was necessary to take my moth-
er, grandmother, cousin, and uncle to my aunt’s house
in Houston, Texas. My mother needed to be some-
where comfortable where she could recover from her
surgery, especially since electricity had been wiped
out.Wednesday morning, my family headed to Texas.
The drive from Poplarville to Baton Rouge, La., was
jaw-dropping.

Houses were destroyed, cars were smashed, and de-
bris covered the landscape. I have never seen anything
so horrific in my entire life. 

In Baton Rouge, I had my first look at a picture of
New Orleans while my dad filled up his gas tank. In a
McDonald’s, I talked to several people who lost every-
thing they owned in New Orleans. I knew in that in-
stant how incredibly lucky I was to have a roof over my
head and clothes in my closet. In Houston, my dad and
I headed to Wal-Mart to stock up on supplies. We
bought enough canned food, water, and bread to last us
several weeks. We were also in need of gas cans and a
generator, but there were none to be found. I was
amazed that the effect of Katrina hit all the way to
Houston.

Thursday morning we headed home. On Interstate
10, we passed over a hundred power trucks, heading
our way. I waved to each one, in a gesture of thank
you. We also passed over 80 buses of refugees heading
to Houston from the Superdome.

At home, the first place I went was Poplarville
Baptist Church. I knew that there was some way I
could help someone else through this destruction. On
Friday and Saturday, I was put to work cleaning up
the church and cooking. On those two days alone, I
saw the beauty of helping souls. The men and women
at the Baptist church gave all of their time to take care
of five older men and women with special needs.
These people could have left and gone home, but they
stayed to help someone else. I saw neighbors helping
other neighbors clean up their homes and yards.

I finally got to see my best friend, Kalyn, on
Saturday afternoon and I tell you, I have never been so
happy to see her before. We hugged and we talked
about everything we had been through. Kalyn lost her
house but we had not lost our jobs. Deb’s Four Star
Pizza and Pasta, where we both work, would be open
for business as soon as we got electricity up and run-
ning. On Tuesday, Sept. 6, I went back to work wait-

ing tables. I did not know most of the people who
came in. They were electricity workers, clean up
crews, military, policemen, and firemen from different
states. The best part about my job was that I got to
meet these people who have come to help Poplarville. 

Until Katrina, I had never really understood how a
person could be humbled. Now, I can say that I have
been humbled. I now know what it is like to see the
wrath and fury of nature, and I shall never underesti-
mate it again. For a few weeks, I saw the normalcy of
my life and my world ripped up.  For a few seconds, I
thought that my life was on still for a while. And then
I realized, situations like this don’t put your life on
hold. Experiences like this only make your life more
interesting and your resolve a little bit stronger. 

Hurricanes like this are a part of our life, and look-
ing back, I can only see positive aspects of the storm.
Family and friends are alive. Homes and businesses
can be repaired or rebuilt. I have learned to appreciate
and be thankful with what I got. Life is good, even in
the year of the hurricane.

■ JJaacckkiiee MMaaggeeee iiss aa ssoopphhoommoorree ssttuuddeenntt ffrroomm
PPooppllaarrvviillllee..
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Some PRCC employees suffer severe damages 

English instructor Greg Underwood’s home in Hattiesburg. 

■ FFRROOMM ppaaggee 11
Indeed, Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans and

the Mississippi Gulf Coast, causing more damage and
killing more people than any storm in American his-
tory. Katrina has been called the worst natural disas-
ter to ever hit the United States.

CCaammppuuss wwaass sseeccuurree
Campus Police at PRCC were on the job around

the clock. 
“Ken Winters was here constantly throughout the

storm,” said Dr. Adam Breerwood, Director of
Student Services. “He and Bob Marble worked close
to 15 hours a day for two weeks, making sure the cam-
pus was safe and secure. They all deserve some acco-
lades.”

According to Charlie Kindja, chief of Campus
Police, officers not only secured the damaged build-
ings, but they kept emergency generators running on
campus. He said Winters worked 109 hours of over-
time during the storm, Marble 90 hours over and,
himself, 70 hours over.

Said Breerwood, “I am very proud of the jobs those
guys did for us.”

AAtthhlleettiicc ffaacciilliittiieess ddaammaaggeedd
Sports facilities at Pearl River Community College

took some major hits from Katrina.
The press box at Dobie Holden Stadium was wiped

out and the football scoreboard was damaged.
The roof on the grandstand at the baseball field was

ripped off, the first base dugout was destroyed and
one of the light poles fell down. The outfield fence suf-
fered extensive damage.

Both dugouts and the scoreboard at the Lady
Wildcat softball field were destroyed, as were the
scoreboard and grandstand for the soccer field. The
fence around the tennis courts was damaged. And the
roof and the floor at Shrivers Gym have to be re-
placed.

But all those pale in comparison to the damage at
White Coliseum, home of the basketball Wildcats and
Lady Wildcats, as well as the football coaches= offices,

dressing rooms, weight room, training room, class-
rooms, etc.

Plans are for the Wildcats to play most of their
home basketball games at nearby Poplarville High
School. As for spring and summer graduations and
the annual fund-raising Extravanganza, temporary
homes will have to be found.

HHaannccoocckk CCeenntteerr ddeemmoolliisshheedd
Dr. Lewis said even though the brunt of the school’s

damages were on the Poplarville main campus, the
Forrest County Center and Lowery Woodall
Advanced Technology Center in Hattiesburg and the
Hancock Center in Waveland did not come through
the storm unscathed.

“Our centers in Hattiesburg had minimal damage,
including some downed trees and some roof and
water problems, but nothing major,” said Dr. Lewis.
Classes resumed there the week of Sept. 12.

The Hancock Center, located on U.S. 90, was basi-
cally destroyed. Tapper said 8-10 feet of water passed
through the facility, destroying everything inside.
Portable classrooms are being shipped to Hancock
County. Fall semester classes are to resume Monday,
Oct. 3, possibly at Stennis International Airport, ac-
cording to Dr. John Grant, Vice President for
Instruction.

As for the new Aviation program at Stennis, Tapper
said the classroom trailer there washed off its blocks.
The hanger had four feet of water inside.

RRooaadd ttoo rreeccoovveerryy bbeeggiinnss
Immediately after the storm, PRCC officials began

the road to recovery - aggressively.
Members of the administrative council, who could

get to campus, began meeting to map out plans. 
Disaster Services Inc. of Atlanta, Ga., arrived and

began airing out all the buildings. Debris cleanup got
underway quickly. 

Power to the campus was restored within a week of
the storm. 

History was made Monday, Sept. 5, when President
George Bush became the first sitting president to ever

set foot on the PRCC campus.
In a response to criticism his administration has

been slow to help the victims of Hurricane Katrina,
President Bush arrived at the PRCC Technology
Center with praise for local relief efforts and assur-
ances more federal help is on the way. 

“Mississippi is on my mind,” Bush said. “We are
with you. That is what I want you to know.”

Speaking to about 250 elected state and local offi-
cials, including Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour, U.S.
Sen. Trent Lott, and U.S. Rep. Chip Pickering, gath-
ered at PRCC, the president praised local relief ef-
forts. AYou showed courage,@ he said. APeople have
risked their lives to help.@ 

Dr. Lewis briefed PRCC employees about storm
damage in meetings in Hattiesburg (Sept. 8) and
Poplarville (Sept. 9). Students living on campus
began moving back in on Sunday, Sept. 18. Classes re-
sumed the next day.

Many returning dormitory students faced some
temporary challenges. 

Said Breerwood, “We lost 80 beds in Marion Hall
and about 20 beds in Huff Hall. So we had to combine
some students into housing combinations. We also
had some Hancock County students who were com-
muting to classes, but lost their homes, and needed us
to find room for them.

“That meant putting three students in one room.
All of our students have been very understanding and
cooperative. Some of them brought extra sheets and
clothes for those students who lost everything.”

Once repairs are made to those dorm rooms, stu-
dents can move back in. Repairs could take six to
eight weeks.

Most of the damage to the dorm rooms came from
water. The school immediately purchased 75 new
mattresses from a manufacturer and Camp Shelby
loaned the school 40 sets of bunk beds.

Meanwhile, Tapper said PRCC has had a lot of help
from a lot of people. He listed the U.S. Army, the
Corps of Engineers, the Seabees and others.

Dr. Lewis said several other community colleges
have come to the aid of PRCC. Among them Copiah-
Lincoln, Itawamba, East Central, Mississippi Delta,
Hinds and Northwest. Said Dr. Lewis, “Some of their
skilled workers, like carpenters, electricians and
plumbers are here lending us a hand.”

Added Tapper, “Without the help of these workers
from the other community colleges, we would not
have been able to make it in time to resume classes
when we did.” 

A dozen portable classrooms arrived on the main
campus. The Department of Fine Arts and
Communication classes will be held in some of those
portable facilities. Some will be used as office space.
They are scheduled to be hooked up sometime in
October.

Since classes were suspended, changes have been
made to the 2005 Fall Semester calendar. The sched-
ule of classes on the Poplarville campus has also been
revised.

Students can check the PRCC website
(www.prcc.edu) for those changes.

Before Hurricane Katrina hit on Monday, Aug. 29,
enrollment at PRCC had reached an all-time high of
more than 4,300 students, or up 4 percent from a year
ago. 

“We’ve got a lot of challenges and a lot of issues to
face,” said Dr. Lewis. “We are all adapting to the situ-
ation. We will recover from Hurricane Katrina and be
stronger than before.”

KKaattrriinnaa wwiillll bbee lloonngg rreemmeemmbbeerreedd
Was Hurricane Katrina the perfect storm?
News reports said she didn’t rise to the absolute

worst-case scenario that could be imagined. Shortly
before she made landfall, weakened slightly - from a
Category 5 in the Gulf of Mexico to a Category 4 - be-
fore it struck South Mississippi.

Yes, it could have been worse.
As we approach “normal,” with a season-opening

football win to pump our saddened hearts, we have
only to see how much worse it could have been.

KATRINA 

Academic Counselor Ethel Batson’s home in Poplarville suffered extensive interior damage.

Public Relations Associate Pam Luke’s husband is dwarfed by the root of tree that caused damage.

‘Year of the Hurricane’
won’t soon be forgotten
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Bush first sitting president to visit PRCC

President Bush, showing the effects of a hot and humid South Mississippi day on his shirt and surrounded by Secret Service agents, boards Marine I for his departure from Pearl River Community College.

Due to limited space in the Technology Center, only a small number of local and national press were al-
lowed to hear the president, according to a spokesman from the White House press secetary’s office.

President Bush arrived at 1:30 p.m. aboard Marine I, accompanied by a second Marine helicopter and
two Black Hawk helicopters (above), which carried the press and presidential staff.  

Bush visit
Speaking to about 250 elected
state and local officials, includ-
ing Mississippi Gov. Haley
Barbour, U.S. Sen. Trent Lott
(above, left) and U.S. Rep. Chip
Pickering (below, left), gathered
at PRCC, President Bush
praised local relief efforts. Bush
and his wife, Laura (right),
shoke hands with many of those
present. The president and his
wife, along with other state offi-
cials, visited a storm-damaged
neighborhood in Poplarville.  He
also greeted Alabama Power
Co. workers who were repairing
downed wires on the street.

Photos by
Chuck Abadie and Ronn Hague
PRCC Public Relations 

BUSH
■ FFRROOMM ppaaggee 11
But, he conceded, “it’s easy for

me to see a better tomorrow be-
cause I’ve haven’t been living what
you’ve been living through.” 

The president then visited a
storm-damaged neighborhood in
Poplarville. He and his wife, Laura
Bush, hugged residents, asked
what they could do to help and if
they were all right. 

Brad Holliday said the president
asked him if he needed help clear-
ing his yard. Holliday, who was
stunned by the presidential visit,
said he couldn’t remember how he
responded. “But I know he lifted
people’s morale,” Holliday said. 

His neighbors also were elated
about the presidential visit. “We
are very, very surprised, but we are
very, very happy that he took the
time,” said Alice Gennin. 

PRCC President William Lewis
first learned of President Bush’s
visit to PRCC from Mississippi
Gov. Haley Barbour. Secret Service
personnel began arriving on cam-
pus the day before his visit.

“They pretty much took over our
campus,” said Dr. Lewis. “We did
everything we could to help them
get set up.”

The first thing was getting
power restored to the campus.

Chuck Abadie, Director of
Public Relations at PRCC, met
with the Secret Service and mem-
bers of the White House press sec-
retary’s office that morning.

“I learned there was only going
to be a minimal number of press
people, local and national, who
were going to be let into the meet-
ing,” said Abadie. “That was a
good thing because the multi-pur-
pose room in the Technology
Center was crowded as it was, and
the air-conditioning units were
fighting a losing battle.”

Gov. Barbour and other state of-
ficials met with the local officials
from some 15 South Mississippi
counties from 11 a.m. until the
time the president arrived.

As President Bush’s arrival time
neared, armed Secret Service per-
sonnel panned out throughout the
campus.  

President Bush arrived at 1:30
p.m. aboard Marine I, accompa-
nied by a second Marine helicopter
and two Black Hawk helicopters,
which were carrying the press and
presidential staff. They landed just
behind the Technology Center.

Meanwhile, an Air Force F-16
fighter circled the air space over
the campus during his visit.

Following his speech, President
Bush and his wife worked the
crowd, shaking hands and posing
for some pictures. 

The presidential party departed
the campus around 2:30 p.m.
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The Department of Human Services spent two days (Sept. 18-19) on the PRCC main campus distributing food stamps to distressed families seeking relief.  Thousands of vehicles were parked near the soccer
field and patrons were bussed to the Technology Center. Members of the National Guard were on hand to help park vehicles and keep the process running smoothly.

Traffic
snarls
This was the scene on U.S.
59 South of Hattiesburg,
the day after Hurricane
Katrina struck South
Mississippi. Traffic creeps
around the debris left scat-
tered by Hurricane Katrina.
The southbound lane was
the only one passable. The
northbound lane, between
Poplarville and
Hattiesburg, was closed.

Life after Katrina: Traffic, volunteers, food, ice, etc.

Similiar to scenes throughout coastal counties, PRCC Tech Prep Coordinator Brenda Wells (right) was
one of the many volunteers who sorted through and distributed thousands of donated items.  

At a non-denominational, community-wide service held in a grocery store parking lot, severall local min-
isters gave words of encouragement from a magazine stand pulpit.

Similiar to many scenes, refugees unable to return home share a
pew in the shelter at a local church.

Refugees were served three hot meals a day at a local Baptist
Church turned shelter.

Local and visiting soldiers became heroes who distributed food,
water, ice, and provided help with law and order.
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POPLARVILLE - The PRCC bus barn was completely destroyed by winds that reached 120 miles-per-hour on campus.

POPLARVILLE - The 2005-06 Wildcat basketball teams will have to find a new home for the rest of this school year and possibly the next. M.R. White Coliseum, which was built in 1974, suffered extensive interi-
or and exterior damage. The early reccommendation is that White Coliseum, home to such events as graduation and the annual Extravanganza, will have to be torn down.

Huge trees and every building on the main campus in Poplarville suffered wind and water damage from Hurricane Katrina, which packed winds of 120 miles-per-hour when they hit Pearl River County. 

The Alumni House, the bus barn and faculty row were unable to escape the wrath of Hurricane Katrina, which halted classes on the PRCC campus on Friday, Aug. 26. Students were sent home. 
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Some of the damage from Hurricane Katrina to historic Moody Hall included Department of Fine Arts and Communication Chair Archie Rawls’ office (left) and the Grand Piano in the auditorium.

Pearl River Community College put the task of cleaning and airing out all the buildings on the Poplarville campus in the hands of Disaster Services Inc. of Atlanta, Ga.  

Downed power lines and poles were not just evident on the PRCC
campus, but throughout all of South Mississippi. 

Workers take down what’s left of the Vehicle Maintenance Shop,
which was demolished by Hurricane Katrina.

The roof at Moody Hall was not only a casualty during Hurricane
Katrina but during Hurricane Camille back in 1969.

Daylight the morning after Hurricane Katrina revealed just how much damage was done to M.R. White Coliseum, home of graduation each year.
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Damage to Hancock Center in Waveland  extensive

Forrest County Center, Woodall ATC damages minimal

Outside of a bent light pole and some roof damage, resulting in a few water leaks inside, the Lowery Woodall Advanced Technology Center suffered minimal damage.

Classes at the Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg resumed Sept. 12 due to minimal damage from Hurricane Katrina. The biggest problem was some fallen trees. The multi-purpose room at the center served
as a shelter for medical evacuees after the storm. Construction work also resumed on the center’s new library and classroom expansion. The Forrest County Center is located on U.S. 49 South.

The Hancock Center, located on U.S. 90 in Waveland, was destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. PRCC President William Lewis walks through the great hall to get to the Hancock Center offices. 

Don Welsh, Director of Poplarville Career-Technical Education
Programs, points to the eight-foot water mark in the Hancock
Center.

Clint Tapper, Director of the Physical Plant at Pearl River
Community College, walks through the muck on the Hancock
Center floor left behind by flood waters in Waveland.

One of the first things they saw upon entering the Hancock Center
was a dead trout on the floor (above). Below, a view toward the
front door of the Center, which opened its doors last January. 
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BByy CCHHUUCCKK AABBAADDIIEE
DDiixxiiee DDrraawwll aaddvviissoorr

When my wife first mentioned the idea of our fami-
ly doing volunteer work for the American Red Cross
two days after Hurricane Katrina came through, we
had no power at our home, no water, no communica-
tions, and a bunch of refrigerated food going bad in a
hurry.

The yard was a mess, the roof leaked, pine trees lay
sprawled across my backyard. 

Going to work was out of the question. No gas in
my truck.

My days consisted of yard work and hauling 5-gal-
lon buckets of water from our neighbor’s swimming
pool to the bathroom every time somebody had to go.
My 12-year-old daughter Catherine was having
Internet/email withdrawal symptoms.

Who’s going to help us, I thought.  
Well, after working several days as an LDV on an

ERV, and traveling to some of the small towns around
the Pine Belt, I didn’t feel so bad about my situation. 

I felt good about what my family and I were doing,
particularly about what one area of the American Red
Cross does in relief efforts, and I felt bad for a lot of
people in South Mississippi. Let me explain.

LDV stands for Local Disaster Volunteers, some-
thing the Red Cross could use more of. ERV stands for
Emergency Response Vehicles, which are built to Red
Cross specifications and used to transport hot food to

places which have little or no food or clean water.
In our first meeting at Main Street Baptist Church

three days after the storm, a room full of people were
glad to see us. Why? Not because we were volunteers,
but we were local. People were there from California,
Washington state, Washington, D.C., Pennsylvania,
Maryland, North Carolina, even Spain. 

Sandi Timmons, the kitchen supervisor, says they
needed locals to show ERV drivers where to go. That’s
where we came in. Right away, Martha and I were
split up. I went with an ERV group to Prentiss, she
and Catherine went with a group near Hattiesburg
High School.

Each ERV schedule goes something like this: My
ERV loaded up the lunch, drove to downtown Prentiss
to feed, drove back to Hattiesburg to pick up supper,
drove back to Prentiss to feed. The next day, we went
to Richton. The third day it was Bassfield. Two meals
a day, every day, serving between 200-250 meals each
feeding.  

Seven ERVs are doing this on a daily basis in this
area. The Southern Baptist team members, from
Florida mainly, prepares the hot food and the ERVs
deliver it to the rural areas that need it most.

In the first six days, they served 12,558 meals,
4,372 snacks, 3,196 bottles of water and so forth. Who
are these people? 

Sandi and Pat Timmons are here from California.
They have been married 45 years. He is retired from a
utility company. She is retired from Anheuser Busch,

where she basically was a scheduler, so her Red Cross
role is a natural for her. They worked the tornadoes in
Columbus back in 2002.

Blaise and Larry, both 52 years-old, came down
from Erie, Pa. Blaise is retired, Larry has a automobile
body shop. 

Said Larry: “Blaise called me up one day, asked me
what I was doing? I told him working. He said, “Want
to take a trip South with me?’ I said, ‘Where to?’ He
said Mississippi to help with the hurricane victims. So
we loaded up and came down.”

Folks, there are a bunch of stories like this one. Feel
good stories. You don’t hear enough about these kinds
of dedicated people. Blaise and Larry had never been
to Mississippi before. Here they were, loading
Cambro containers of hot food into the ERVs, travel-
ing the backroads to places like Brooklyn, New
Augusta, Beaumont, and Columbia to feed people.

The same with Dale and Pat, a married couple,
Matt from Washington, D.C., and even Jose from
Spain. Many of them work in their own Red Cross
chapters and drove these ERVs to South Mississippi.
They wanted to help any way they could.

The satisfaction they get is hearing the people they
serve say things like “thank you” or “bless you.” When
I handed a woman some plates of chicken and
dumplings for her and her children in Richton, she
had tears in her eyes and spoke of how they had no
water, no ice, no power and her dad’s medicine was
about out.

On one trip, my wife was touched by a man from
New Orleans, who didn’t want food, just wanted to
thank the Red Cross over and over. Some official from
the city had told him all his relatives were dead -
aunts, uncles, a brother, too, with all his six children.
He had just been told by the Red Cross that the entire
clan was healthy and safe in the Houston Astrodome. 

You wish you could do more. You wish you didn’t
have to tell the 45-50 people still in line that you had
no more food.

When I got home after that first night of volunteer
work, it was still hot, the power was still out, but I felt
good. So did Catherine. It was a good experience for
her. She went back again the next day. We all did. And
the next day, too. 

According to Sandi, each passing day brings a few
more LDVs. Some are considering further Red Cross
training to become ERV drivers themselves. 

As the Hattiesburg area moves from the immediate
devastation of the storm towards “normalcy” once
more there remains much work to be done. Some out-
lying communities still don’t have power or water. But
the Red Cross is doing all it can to send hot food to
these areas.

Next time you see or pass one of these Emergency
Response Vehicles on the road, give them a wave or a
toot of your horn as a way of saying thanks.

■ CChhuucckk AAbbaaddiiee iiss DDiirreeccttoorr ooff PPuubblliicc RReellaattiioonnss aatt
PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr CCoommmmuunniittyy CCoolllleeggee.. HHee ccaann bbee rreeaacchheedd aatt
ccaabbaaddiiee@@pprrcccc..eedduu

Volunteering with Red Cross ERV program satisfying experience

Katrina’s path of fury
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Helping hand

POPLARVILLE - Thanks to the
efforts of many people, including
workers from several community
colleges in Mississippi, Pearl River
Community College was able to re-
sume classes on Monday, Sept. 19,
three weeks after Hurricane
Katrina made landfall on Monday,
Aug. 29.

“We certainly appreciate what
these other community colleges
were able to do for us,” said PRCC
President William Lewis. 

“Some of their skilled workers,
like carpenters, electricians,
plumbers and locksmiths were
here lending us a helping hand.”

Among the community colleges
who sent workers to Poplarville
were Copiah-Lincoln, Itawamba,
East Central, Mississippi Delta,
Northwest, Northeast and Hinds.
Workers from other community
colleges are expected in the next
week or two as PRCC bounces
back from Hurricane Katrina’s dev-

astation.
Pearl River Community College

suffered between $15-25 million in
damages from Hurricane Katrina.

“Without the help of these work-
ers from the other community col-
leges, we would not have been able
to make it in time to resume class-
es Monday,” said Clint Tapper, di-
rector of the PRCC Physical Plant.
“If we can ever return the favor, we
will.”  

PRCC President William Lewis
said even though the brunt of the
school’s damages were on the
Poplarville main campus, the
Forrest County Center and Lowery
Woodall Advanced Technology
Center in Hattiesburg and the
Hancock Center in Waveland did
not come through the storm un-
scathed.

The Hancock Center, located on
U.S. 90, was basically destroyed.
Portable classrooms are being
shipped to Hancock County.

Fellow community colleges
provide aid to PRCC

POPLARVILLE - Physical plant employees from East Central Community College spent some time in Poplarville this week helping prepare
Pearl River Community College for the return of students the week of Sept. 19. The workers included from left: Wes Chandler, Scott
Everett, Damion Russell, Jonathan Merritt, Sean Mowdy, Artie Foreman, Stuart Tune and Adam Foreman.

POPLARVILLE - Physical plant employees from Mississippi Delta
Community College spent some time in Poplarville this week help-
ing prepare Pearl River Community College for the return of stu-
dents the week of Sept. 19. The workers included from left: Jim
Moore, Danny Abney and Mack Sheffield.

POPLARVILLE - Physical plant employees from Northeast
Community College spent some time in Poplarville this week help-
ing prepare Pearl River Community College for the return of stu-
dents the week of Sept. 19. The workers included from left: Frank
Gambill, Hunt Barron and Ray Hall.

POPLARVILLE - Physical plant employees from Itawamba
Community College spent some time in Poplarville this week help-
ing prepare Pearl River Community College for the return of stu-
dents the week of Sept. 19. The workers included from left: Terry
McCarthy and Jerene Fikes.

POPLARVILLE - Physical plant employees from Northwest
Community College spent some time in Poplarville this week help-
ing prepare Pearl River Community College for the return of stu-
dents the week of Sept. 19. The workers included from left: Jamie
Kennedy and David Lambert.

More photographs from President Bush’s visit to PRCC

Dr. Adam Breerwood (above left), Dean of Student Services at PRCC, didn’t get quite as close to President Bush as Clint Tapper, Director of the Physical Plant (above right). Actually, it was Dr. Breerwood who
shot the photograph of Tapper and the president.  

From left, President Bush relaxes before his speech, shakes hands with city and county officials, and then signs a copy of the Hattiesburg American’s Hurricane Katrina edition for someone in the crowd. 

POPLARVILLE - Physical plant employees from Hinds Community
College spent some time in Poplarville this month helping prepare
Pearl River Community College for the return of students the week
of Sept. 19. The workers included from left: Jesse Jones, Jack Lee,
and George Reid.
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Sports facilities take some direct hits from Katrina

Dobie Holden Stadium, home of the Wildcats, lost its roof during the storm. The scoreboard was also damaged as was the row of billboard signs in the South end zone.

The first-baseball dugout at the Wildcat baseball field and both the dugouts on the Lady Wildcat softball field fell victim to Hurricane Katrina’s 120 mile-per-hour winds that passed through Poplarville.

The Wildcat baseball field lost a portion of its grandstand roof while
one of the light poles at the stadium could not stand up to the fury of
Hurricane Katrina’s winds. 
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Katrina: The recovery is underway

(Pictured, from left) An employee from Disaster Services Inc., of
Atlanta, Ga., contracted to clean and sanitize PRCC, removes insu-
lation from Marion Hall. Another employee installs a blue roof on
White Hall. (Right) Laura Henley of Picayune replenishes school
supplies at the PRCC Bookstore upon her return to PRCC.  (Below)
Local contractors quickly cleaned up debris around Seal Hall. The
bulk of the debris came from the building’s roof.  (Not pictured)
Navy Seabees also helped to clean PRCC. 

Returning to school, Child Development Technology student Marissa Lizana of Hancock County fulfills
her lab hours in the Child Development lab.    

Tennis Coach Jessica Olson and her mother, Pam Olson, removed debris from the tennis courts.
Several PRCC faculty helped to clean the campus.

Pictured working on Faculty Row, the 890th Engineer Battalion, with men from PIcayune, Columbia,
Purvis, Lumberton, and Hancock County, removed debris from throughout the campus.

Contractors had a huge pile of debris to remove from Moody Hall.  Most of the debris was the roof that
was once over the stage and ceilings from faculty offices located on the first floor.
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