
Sumrall named College
Counselor of the Year

Telling Project features
veterans sharing stories

Wildcat watch group
assists police at events

Wasmund’s presentation 
focuses on vets services

Christina Sumrall, academic counselor
on the Poplarville campus, recently was
named College Counselor of the Year by
the Pine Belt Counseling Association.

She received the award during the as-
sociation’s fall meeting in Hattiesburg.

The association also nominated
Sumrall for the state award from the
Mississippi Counseling Association.

Sumrall has been a counselor at PRCC
since August, 2014. Prior to that she
served as a counselor for the Forrest

County Schools and Lamar Christian. She
was also a speech and debate coach at Oak Grove. 

She has also taught public speaking as an adjunct at PRCC for
15 years. 

Sumrall
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The fall schedule of hours for the PRCC Museum:
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays, the museum is open from 1

p.m. until 4 p.m. Wednesday’s hours are from 3 p.m. until 4 p.m.
Thursdays, the museum is open from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. then
from 12 noon until 4 p.m. Arrangements for groups or for off-
hours tours must be pre-arranged by calling 601-403-1316.
Arrangements must be made one week in advance. 

Phi Theta Kappa members on the Poplarville campus are par-
ticipating in their annual cheese sale.  

The prices are $10 for a two-pound block of mild, sharp, or
extra sharp; and $6 for 12 ounces of jalapeno cheese. The
cheese comes wrapped in cellophane.

If anyone would like to place an order, contact a Phi Theta
Kappa member. The orders are due by Nov. 3, and payment is
due at the time of order. The cheese will be delivered the week
before Thanksgiving break, on Nov. 17.  

Museum hours announced

PTK annual cheese sale

2015 Homecoming court

Above, the 2015 Homecoming Court is, from left,
freshman maid Cassady Compretta of Bay St.
Louis, Forrest County Center freshman maid Alexis
Pickens, sophomore maids Katherine Johnson of
Tylertown and Belle Failla of Picayune, Queen
Michaela Andrews of Foxworth, Hancock Center
maid Maranda Bennett of Pearlington, Forrest
County Center sophomore maid Demayah Johnson
of Hattiesburg, freshman maids Courtney King of
Columbia and Ellen Hall of Purvis.
Left, Pearl River Community College Homecoming
Queen Michaela Andrews of Foxworth was
crowned Oct. 17 PRCC President Dr. William
Lewis, left, and presented roses by Dr. Kyle Hill,
right, director of bands. Her escort is her father,
Jack Andrews.
PRCC Public Relations photos
n More Homecoming coverage, pages 10-11

Pearl River Community College sopho-
more Evan Thornton of Collins has been
awarded the Dowell Leadership
Scholarship, a $1,500 grant administered
through Phi Theta Kappa’s Leaders of
Promise program.

Thornton, 19, is a student at the Forrest
County Center. His major is English.

“The significance of this award is it is
given to only one Mississippian scholar
each year,” said Dr. Terri Ruckel, PRCC
English instructor and PTK advisor.
“Evan’s growth over the past year and a
half is nothing short of remarkable. 

“He stepped into the main leadership
position with our (PTK) group and does
an excellent job of providing direction and
motivation for his peers.”

The Dowell Leadership Scholarship is a
regional award given to the Phi Theta

Kappa member enrolled at a Mississippi
two-year college who has applied for the
Coca Cola Leaders of Promise scholar-
ship and who has received the top score in
the state. Only one scholar each year re-
ceives the scholarship which is intended
to provide financial resources to help de-
fray expenses while enrolled in the two-
year college in order that the student have
more time to develop leadership potential
through participation in Phi Theta Kappa
and other campus programs.

“This scholarship is worth so much
more than money,” said Thornton. “It’s
the affirmation that I’m doing something
right. This scholarship to me is God’s gift
to keep me from drowning beneath the sea
of my own stress.

“When I’m amidst my own activities, it
can be hard to see whether or not I’m

doing anything right, and this great honor
that was given to me helps me pull my
head out of the water, giving me a chance
to breathe, and help me take my education
even further than before.”

Thornton serves as president of PRCC’s
Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa, vice president of the Honors
Institute, a member of Sigma Kappa Delta
and Mu Alpha Theta, and holds a position
of webmaster for the Mississippi-
Louisiana region of Phi Theta Kappa.

Said Dr. Ruckel, “Evan is making the
time to develop his leadership potential.
He has taken an active approach in lead-
ing our Honors in Action project on home-
lessness as well as in directing the college
project on the Forrest County Center - a
health fair coming up next month.
n See THORNTON, page 4

PRCC sophomore student Evan Thornton and English in-
structor Dr. Terri Ruckel.

PRCC student Thornton earns Dowell grant

The Telling Project is coming to the Brownstone Center at
7:30 p.m. Nov. 12.

In conjunction with the University of  Southern Mississippi
and the Mississippi Humanities Council, The Telling Project
puts South Mississippi veterans on stage to share their stories. 

“This experience will deepen our understanding of their mili-
tary experiences,” said Dr. Kyle Hill, Brownstone Center director. 

Admission is free and no ticket is required.  
More information on The Telling Project can be found

at http://thetellingproject.org/
n See POSTER, page 12

Gloria Wasmund, PRCC’s VA
Certifying Official, was one of the pre-
senters at the 2015 National Council for
Workforce Education annual conference
held in mid-October  in Portland, OR.

The topic of her portion of the pro-
gram was “Maximizing Military
Benefits and Honoring Military
Learning for Credit.”

PRCC’s veterans affairs services is
being noted as a model on a national
level.

A dozen students make up PRCC’s new
Wildcat Watch student safety group.

Members assist the PRCC Police
Department with traffic at football games
and other events, escort handicapped
guests and provide escorts for students
from campus events to their residence
halls at night, said Police Chief Doug
Rowell.

“It’s still brand new and we’re working
the kinks out,” he said. “I’ve been utiliz-
ing them quite a bit.”
Wildcat Watch students use a golf cart

for the night-time escorts, which can be arranged by calling 601
403-1300.                       

Watch emblem

Wasmund

PRCC recruiters are, from left, Chelsie Dobbins, Brittyn
Ezelle, Delana Harris, director of recruitment and orienta-
tion; and Dakota Dale.

Students launched the Wildcat Color Dash in a big way
Oct. 19 on the PRCC campus. Stephanie Lee (left), Phi
Theta Kappa Advisor-Iota Mu, and Tara Rouse (right) flank
the 5K winners, Austin Ard (right) and Jared Johnson, both
of Poplarville. See more pictures, page 3.

Color Dash a success

For the first time, Pearl
River Community College has
four recruiters and all are
PRCC alumni.

And for the first time, re-
cruiters are based at the Forrest
County Center.

The PRCC board hired
Dakota Dale in August for a
new position as advisor/re-
cruiter at the Forrest County
Center and authorized the
transfer of Chelsie Dobbins
from recruiter in Poplarville to
advisor/recruiter in Hatties-
burg.

Brittyn Ezelle returned to
PRCC in September as re-
cruiter in the Poplarville office
with Delana Harris, director of
recruitment and orientation.

“I’m excited to showcase
and provide information to the
public on the amazing oppor-
tunities that PRCC has to
offer,” Harris said. “Dakota
and Chelsie assist with both re-
cruitment and advising at
FCC. Having additional re-
cruiters located at the FCC has
allowed our office to provide
information to high schools
and to the community more ef-
ficiently.”

Harris was named director in
July after nine years as market-
ing and management technolo-
gy instructor and sponsor of
the Collegiate DECA chapter.

She also taught online cours-
es for five years and was part
of the team that developed
PRCC’s first online degree
program.

She earned the associate’s
degree in marketing and man-
agement technology at PRCC
before receiving the bachelor’s
degree in marketing and mer-
chandising from USM and the
master’s of education degree
from Carey.

Dobbins received as AA de-
gree from PRCC in 2011 and
returned as recruiter in
February 2014.

As a student, she was treas-
urer of Phi Theta Kappa inter-
national honor society, a mem-
ber of the 2010 Homecoming
court, a member of the PRCC
cheerleading squad and was
selected for the PRCC
Leadership Forum. She re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in
speech pathology from USM
and is working on the master’s
degree.

PRCC recruiters hit ground running

Ezelle also holds an associ-
ate’s degree in marketing from
PRCC, graduating in 2010.
She was a River Navigator,
captain of the Diamond Girls,
president of MS Collegiate
DECA and a member of Phi
Theta Kappa.

She also earned a bachelor’s
degree from USM and has ex-
perience in the business world
as manager of The Southern
Market in Hattiesburg and co-
owner of Simply Vintage. She

also assisted her sister, celebri-
ty chef and author Whitney
Miller, on a trip to South
Africa and interned with Chef
Dance.

Dale graduated from
PRCC’s business marketing
program in December 2010.
He was elected as a national
vice president of DECA for the
2011-12 year. 

He earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in marketing from the
University of Mississippi. 

All are PRCC alumni;
Dobbins, Dale at FCC

Baker joins PRCC staff 
Joining the Pearl River

Community College family is
Lauren Baker. 

Lauren resides
in Poplarville and
is excited about
being a Wildcat.
She is joining
Student Support
Services/TRiO as
an Academic
Success Coach/
Peer Tutor/ Coach
Supervisor.

Originally from
Simpson County,
she attended
Simpson Academy for high
school and then continued her
education at William Carey

University in Hattiesburg
where she received her bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees. 

Jason Baker,
former Voice of
the PRCC Radio,
is her husband,
and they have two
boys: Jackson (7)
and Camden (3). 

Lauren comes to
PRCC after teach-
ing seventh and
eighth grade in the
public school for
six years in the

Pearl River County.
She looks forward to being an
instrumental part of the PRCC
family.

Baker
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Pearl River Community College offers equal edu-
cation and employment opportunities. We do not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, religion, color, sex,
age, national origin, veteran status, or disability. For
inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies or
to request accommodations, special assistance, or al-
ternate format publication, please contact Tonia
Moody, ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator, at P.O. Box
5118, Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601 403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredit-
ed by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to award as-
sociate degrees. Contact the Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
Georgia 30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500,
or at http://www.sacscoc.org for questions
about the accreditation of Pearl River
Community College. The Commission is only
to be contacted to learn about the accreditation
status of the College, to file a third-party com-
ment at the time of the College’s decennial re-
view, or to file a complaint against the College
with evidence that appears to support non-
compliance with a standard or requirement. All
normal inquiries about the institution, such as
admission requirements, financial aid, educa-
tional programs, etc., should be addressed di-
rectly to Pearl River Community College and
not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

By BRANDON MOORE
The Drawl Staff Writer

Let me introduce myself. My name is
Brandon Moore, and I am 21 years of age. I
was born in Laurel and raised in Heidelberg.

My mother’s name is Daphne
Moore, and my father’s name is
Jerome Moore. It has been a long
road for me to reach this point at
PRCC, but I am doing great now.

I went to elementary school at
William J. Berry and junior high and
half of high school at Heidelberg
High School. I transferred to
Northeast Jones High School my
junior year, and I finished high
school there. I received the princi-
pal’s award on Senior Class Night.

I finished high school in 2013, but
was not able to graduate due to failing the
English and History state test by one and two
points. It hurt, but I always knew failure is the
first step toward success. 

When I didn’t graduate, I immediately start-
ed taking GED classes so I could get into col-

lege and further my education. In 2013, I
passed four of the five state tests in December,
but in 2014, the state came out with new GED
test, and my old scores would not count.

I had to pay about $30 for one test. On May
22, 2014, I went to Job Corps in Batesville.  It

was my first time leaving home, but
I knew I had to get my high school
diploma so I could go to college. In
May 2015, I successfully completed
Job Corps, and I was so happy. 

I decided to further my education
in news broadcasting at Pearl River
Community College. I decided to go
to PRCC because it was the best
place for me. 

I love it here. All of the instructors
are very nice and respectful. My
dream is to make it to the NBA one

day, because I have played basketball
a lot of early mornings and even late nights.
However, I am excited to be here my freshman
year at PRCC, and I am having a great semes-
ter.
n Brandon Moore is a freshman student

from Laurel. 

Moore

My road to Pearl River
was full of challenges

By JOCELYNE BROWN SIMS
The Drawl staff Writer

“A college degree is the key to realizing the
American dream, well worth the financial sac-
rifice because it is supposed to open the door
to a world of opportunity.” - Dan Rather.

While a college degree is arguably one of the
most important documents that we will ever
obtain in our lifetime, it’s undoubtedly the
most expensive.

Though some of us are blessed to receive
scholarships, grants, or even loans, many stu-
dents must work, at least, a part-time job in
order to survive. 

However, multiple students fear that holding
a job can interfere with their school work.
Brandi Korbe, a sophomore at PRCC, doesn’t
seem to think so.

“There are a bunch of employers who hire
students and understand that school is their top
priority,” Brandi said. “Take me for instance. I
work part time at a local animal clinic, and my
bosses are extremely flexible when it comes to
my schedule. They realize that my studies are
important to me, and I’m grateful for that.” 

Brandi believes that the ability to stay on top
of her school work and handle a job is fairly
simple, but not everyone feels the same. Many
students deem it rather difficult to focus on re-
ceiving a decent paycheck at work, while also
trying to maintain good grades. 

“I have yet to find the balance between
working and attending school,” says Loretta
Shields, a sophomore at PRCC. 

“It’s just a matter of learning time manage-
ment while tackling all of my responsibilities
head on.”

Loretta works at a local restaurant where she
bartends part time. “Thankfully, my bosses are
also very flexible, so scheduling hasn’t been a
major issue.” she adds. 

Juggling school and work doesn’t have to be
exhausting. Whether your school expenses are
at an all-time high, or you just need extra
money, both Brandi and Loretta believe that
maintaining a job while you’re a student, is
more than doable. 

It’s all about working hard toward your goal
and pushing for balance.  
n Jocelyne Brown Sims is a sophomore

student from Hattiesburg.

Working while enrolled: Struggles
and joys of the working student

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

Pearl River hosts many outdoor events dur-
ing this time of year. West Nile Virus continues
to be a concern for public health officials
across the state.

New human cases of the West Nile Virus
have been confirmed by the Mississippi State
Department of Public Health this week bring-
ing the state’s total of WNV cases to 36 with
one death. The Louisiana
Department of Health and
Hospitals reports their confirmed
total WNV cases to be 55 so far this
year. 

West Nile Virus is transmitted
primarily through the bite of infect-
ed mosquitoes. Ninety percent of
people who contract the virus do
not have any symptoms. Those that
develop mild cases may have
symptoms such as a fever,
headache, fatigue, and occasionally
a skin rash on the trunk of the body,
swollen lymph glands, and eye pain. 

Severe cases may exhibit a rapid onset of
high fever with head and body aches, disorien-
tation, tremors, convulsions and in the most se-
vere cases, paralysis or death. No specific
treatment exists for viral infections, other than
to treat the symptoms and provide supportive

care. The incubation period is believed to be
between 2 to 14 days with symptoms occur-
ring from 5 to 15 days after exposure.  

A person cannot become infected by ordi-
nary contact with an infected bird, horse, or
human. Although the chances of a person get-
ting sick are small, you can take some simple
steps to reduce your risk of being bitten by
mosquitoes.

Peak mosquito biting times are between
dusk and dawn. Some protection measures in-

clude:
1. Use mosquito repellent with up

to 30 percent DEET for adults and
10 percent or less on children two to
12 years. Consult your physician for
DEET use on children under 2. 

2. Wear clothes that cover your
skin. 

3. Eliminate or drain water-hold-
ing containers and discarded tires.
Used tires have become the most
common mosquito breeding sites in
the country.
4. Keep screens on windows and

doors in good repair. 
5. Avoid places and times when mosquitoes

bite. Mosquitoes have resting areas in high
grass and heavy underbrush and breed in areas
of stagnant water such as bird baths, wading
pools, etc. 

6. If you know of specific mosquito control

problems, call PRCC physical plant director at
403-1155 to report the problem. 

The MS State Department of Health has nu-
merous FIGHT THE BIGHT West Nile Virus
brochures and literature available on the web-
site and at any health department. Contact the
MSDH at msdh.ms.gov for information. 

There is also a toll-free West Nile Virus hot-
line at 1-877-WST-NILE or 1-877-978-6453.
The Center for Disease Control also has a
WNV hotline at 1-888-246-2675 for questions
concerning West Nile Virus. 
n Walgreen’s will continue to offer the flu,

shingles, pneumonia, and Tdap vaccine for
any faculty or staff member of PRCC at any
Walgreens location. Show your PRCC insur-
ance card and vaccines will be free of charge. 

This article is intended for informational
purposes only. Please see your health care
provider if you believe that you have any
health care issues. 
n Health Services is open Monday

through Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. during the
fall and spring semesters. We provide vari-
ous OTC medications for students
/faculty/staff to “self-medicate.” We also
provide literature and brochures on various
health related subjects, first aid services,
blood pressure, pulse, temperature checks,
feminine products, and other services ac-
cording to student needs. Call 403-1303 for
assistance or information. 

West Nile Virus: Take it seriously

Hall

Wednesday Oct. 28: BSU Lunch Encounter, 12
p.m., Forrest County Center multipurpose room
n FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone Chapel
n BSU Late Night Bible Study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Thursday Oct. 29: BSU Lunch Encounter, 11

a.m., BSU Judging of entries in Pumpkin
Decorating Contest, 12 p.m., Wellness Center
n Fall Poetry Cafe’, 12:15 p.m., Forrest County

Center multipurpose room
Saturday Oct. 31: PRCC soccer teams in state

semi-finals. Times TBA, Hinds Community
College.

Monday Nov. 2: Spring registration begins
n Phi Theta Kappa Iota Mu chapter induction, 6

p.m., Technology Center
Tuesday Nov. 3: Deadline for ordering cheese

from Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa; contact
Stephanie Lee, 601 403-1056 or slee@prcc.edu

Thursday Nov. 5: Fall Choral Concert featuring
PRCC Singers, high school choirs, 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center; no charge

Monday Nov. 9 - Thursday Nov. 12: Last week
for night classes

Monday Nov. 9: Practical nursing blood pres-
sure screenings, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Walmart in
Columbia; screenings are free but donations are re-
quested for holiday charity project and/or St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital 
nPhi Theta Kappa, Beta Tau Gamma induction,

6 p.m., Forrest County Center multipurpose room
Tuesday Nov. 10: Career Fair, 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.,

Forrest County Center multipurpose room
n Last day to donate to Salvation Army canned

food drive at Forrrest County Center
n Marion-Jeff Davis Alumni Chapter scholar-

ship dinner, 5:30 p.m., Kane’s in Foxworth
Wednesday Nov. 11: Spirit of the River in

Hattiesburg Veterans Parade, 10 a.m., Hardy
Street, Hattiesburg

n Veterans’ Day Program, 11 a.m., Forrest
County Center multipurpose room
n Suggested deadline for turning in gifts for

Operation Christmas Joy to head residents
Thursday Nov. 12: Telling: South Mississippi

presentation of veterans’ stories, 7:30 p.m.,
Brownstone Center; no charge

Friday Nov. 13: Deadline to order Hebert’s
stuffed chickens; contact members of softball team

Monday Nov. 16 - Thursday Nov. 19: Night
class finals

Monday Nov. 16: Deadline for donations to
practical nursing students’ holiday charity project;
Linda Griffis at 601 403-1046 or lgriffis@prrc.edu

Tuesday Nov. 17: Humanities Teacher of the
Year lecture by Dr. Terri Smith Ruckel, 12:15 p.m.,
Forrest County Center multipurpose room; recep-
tion following
n Deadline to purchase $1 DECA raffle ticket

for Thanksgiving meal from Dickey’s Barbecue;
Katie Davenport at 601 403-1118 or kdaven-
port@prcc.edu

Wednesday Nov. 18: Mu Alpha Theta student
presentation, 12:15 p.m., Forrest County Center
Student Success Center 
n Last day to turn in Operation Christmas Joy

gifts to head residents
n Last day to donate to Hancock Center canned

food drive for Hancock County Food Pantry
Monday Nov. 23 - Friday Nov. 27:

Thanksgiving break
Wednesday Dec. 2: Operation Christmas Joy

party for mentally disabled school children, 11
a.m.- 1 p.m., Shiver’s Gym

Thursday Dec. 3: Last day for Tuesday-
Thursday classes
n Christmas at the Movies featuring PRCC

bands, choirs, String of Pearls, 7 p.m., Brownstone
Center; $5 and $10 admission

Calendar of events

Honors Institute assignment

For the Honors Forum this
semester, all Honors Institute
students, with Dr. Stephen
Black (above, right) as the
instructor, were assigned to
read “Spirit of the Pearl: The
Life, Legend, and Legacy of
T.D. “Dobbie” Holden.” After
reading the book, all stu-
dents were required to take
a quiz on the book. Left
photo, student Madden
Stockstill of Picayune com-
pletes the test.

By IVERY BODDIE
The Drawl Staff Writer

Writing is a nonverbal method for communi-
cating ideas and feelings. It is the creative
process of binding abstract thoughts to the
physical world. 

A single sentence can be comedic, inspiring,
saddening, or at times even, offen-
sive.

Since words have the ability to
connect an individual to a specific
set of beliefs, it is very important to
choose them both wisely and care-
fully.

In composition class, students are
taught the mechanics of writing and
are given assignments to enhance
their knowledge of grammar rules. 

However, I believe creative writ-
ing skills are most important. The
ability to produce a well-polished text
is beneficial but over time mechanics change. 

For example, Beowulf has survived over
time to allow a glimpse into the creative minds
of the Anglo-Saxons, and readings of

Shakespeare provide validity to how mechan-
ics have changed within the English language.

However, an array of creative expressions
and a display of emotions can be found in Epic
of Gilgamesh, the oldest piece of western liter-
ature. Writings that resonate with the human
spirit have and will continue to survive the
span of time. 

Creative writing courses empha-
size the importance of expressing
ideas focusing on the artist aspect of
writing. Therefore, enrolling in a
creative writing course can prepare
an individual for composition
courses. 

Furthermore, we live in a creative
world progressively changing with
something as simple as a thought
that is then communicated through
the usage of words. 

For better or for worst, writing is
a privilege that allows an individual

to communicate ideas to an audience, even an
audience that the individual may never meet.
n Ivery Boddie is a sophomore student

from Sandy Hook. 

Creative writing class
can be a huge benefit 

Boddie

Intramural football fun 

Above photo, Kevin Simmons of Franklinton, La., quarterback for the Legion of Boom,
tries to find an open receiver while playing the Clowns ENT in intramural football. Below,
Jerron Kennedy of Biloxi heads into a crowd of Clowns ENT defenders.
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Dr. Amanda Parker, assistant vice president for the Forrest County Center (above photo,
center), and Chelsie Dobbins and Dakota Dale, recruiters at the FCC, recently spent
some time visiting with seniors at Petal High School. Below, Dobbins talked about PRCC
opportunities with Petal seniors at the Petal Performing Arts Center.

Recruiters on the job

PRCC was represented recently at Petal College Day. Pictured from left are dental hy-
giene instructor Donna Lunn; science instructor Chris Christen; Amanda Parker, assistant
vice president for the Forrest County Center; surgical technology students Jamie Fleming,
Kayla Walley and Sandi Sheffield; medical laboratory technology instructor Tamara
Henderson; and Beverly Lewis, director of business and student services. 

Wildcat Color Dash

Students launched the Wildcat Color Dash in a big way Oct. 19 on the PRCC campus.
They doused themselves in color before participating in the fun run-walk. The event was
to help raise awareness of the Prevention of Unplanned Pregnancy and educate students
about making good choices as they affect their future.

Stephanie Lee (right), Phi Theta Kappa Advisor-Iota Mu, and Tara Rouse (left) flank the
one-mile fun run winners. They were from left: 1st-Jacelyn Aguilar of Savannah, Ga., 2nd-
Jessica Hendry of Woodville and Jamie Dickson, assistant director of the Wellness Center. 

Singer Michael Simeon of American Idol fame, a Lumberton native, performed for stu-
dents at the end of the festivities.
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Above, Southern Transportation Commissioner Tom King presented a $304,200 check to
PRCC President Dr. William Lewis Sept. 25 at PRCC’s Forrest County Center. The money,
awarded by the Mississippi Department of Transportation via a federal Transportation
Alternatives grant, will be used to construct a pedestrian commons area on the Hattiesburg
campus. On hand for the presentation, from left: Dr. Lewis, Dr. Jana Causey, vice president
for Forrest County Operations; Dale Purvis, chairman of the PRCC Board of Trustees; and
King. Below, FCC Allied Health students take part in the ceremony.

MDOT awards PRCC $304,200
grant for Hattiesburg campus

A new $304,200 Mississippi Department of
Transportation grant will make Pearl River
Community College’s Forrest County Center
campus just a little nicer for students and alum-
ni who visit the campus.

The money, awarded by the MDOT via a fed-
eral Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
grant, will be used to construct a pedestrian
commons area in the place of an existing park-
ing area on the Hattiesburg campus.

“This funding opportunity that MDOT has
granted to Pearl River College will greatly en-
hance our Forrest County Center,” said PRCC
President William Lewis.

“The FCC has experienced rapid growth in
the past decade and we anticipate continued en-
rollment increases and expansion in the future.”

Enrollment at the Forrest County Center this
fall reached some 1,500 students and has come
as close as 2,000 students in years past.

Southern Transportation Commissioner Tom
King presented the check to Lewis on Sept. 25
at the Forrest County Center. 

The grant is an 80-20 match, with PRCC
adding around $76,050 to the project. Total cost

of the project: $380,250.00
“This grant award will provide for not only

improvements in the functionality of the cam-
pus by providing common space for pedestri-
ans, but will greatly enhance the safety of the
campus as well,” said Dr. Lewis. “We are most
grateful to Commissioner King and MDOT for
this generous award.”

King said MDOT is proud to partner with
PRCC on this project.

“MDOT is thrilled to partner with Pearl River
Community College on this pedestrian com-
mons project on the Hattiesburg campus,” said
King. “This Transportation Enhancement fund-
ing will greatly benefit students and staff at this
campus for many years to come.”

Dr. Jana Causey, vice president for Forrest
County Operations, said the grant is a plus for
PRCC’s growing campus in the Hub City.

“We are excited to be recognized with this
funding by MDOT,” she said. “This endeavor
will provide our students with an opportunity to
network, study, and build relationships. This
project will contribute so much to the college
experience that we want for our students.”

Happy Birthday, Mr. Faulkner

Homecoming 2015 fun

FCC hosts math conference

Governor’s Job Fair

Faculty and staff from PRCC’s chapter of Sigma Kappa Delta joined forces with William
Carey University at Main Street Books in Hattiesburg to celebrate William Faulkner’s birth-
day on Sept. 23. Above, PRCC folks include from left: Standing in front - Daniel Prather of
Hattiesburg, Tyler Abney of Purvis, Christian Davis of Oak Grove, instructor Heather
Peerboom and Brianna Dillon of Oak Grove. Seated - Sandra Silvain Sossa of Hattiesburg,
Brendan Massey of Oak Grove and instructor Dr. Dan Childers. Kneeling in front - Turah
Hicks of Petal. Back row - Tierney Manning of Sumrall and Evan Thornton of Collins. Below,
Sossa reads some of Faulkner’s passages to the audience. PRCC Public Relations photos 

Above, students in the den-
tal assisting technology pro-
gram at the Forrest County
Center dressed up during
Homecoming Week on “fa-
vorite sports team dress-up
day.” The students, lined up
on the bridge at the center,
include from left: Brandy
Talley of Bay St. Louis,
Colleen Kirby of Waveland,
Kyleigh Creel of Petal,
Kaylie Sellier of Kiln,
Cortney West of Greene
County, Nicole Jackson of
Hattiesburg, Kim Bragg of
Vancleave, Alyssa Holifield
of Carriere, Misty Doherty of
Gulfport, Jordan Shaw of
Lucedale, Urvi Patel of
Hazlehurst, Valen Williams
of Moss Point, Morgan
Manring of Hattiesburg,
Caitlin Herrin of Carriere,
Kim Franklin of Purvis and
Devan Lane of Biloxi.

Office Systems Technology students took part in hippie
day during Homecoming Week. They are from left: Haley
Herring and Latrise Hartfield, both of Beaumont, and Annie
Leon of Hattiesburg. 

Above, PRCC instructors participating in the Louisiana-Mississippi Mathematical
Association of Two-Year Colleges regional conference were, from left, Kirk Powell, Lisa
Palchak, Jacki Runnels, Sharon Clark and Bobby Thrash. Below, Clark and Palchak are
pictured with keynote speaker for the event, Dr. Bernd Schroeder, math chair at USM.  

On Sept. 26, FCC instructor Sharon Clark hosted
the 16th annual Louisiana-Mississippi Mathematical
Association of Two-Year Colleges  regional confer-
ence at the Forrest County Center. Thirty members
were in attendance. 

Dr. Bernd Schroeder, department chair of mathe-
matics at USM, was the keynote speaker. Attendees
attended breakout sessions regarding various mathe-
matical topics and teaching styles.

During the business meeting, Clark was elected as
the MS vice president, and Lisa Palchak assumed her
role as president for the 2015-2016 year. Palchak
will hold the 18th annual conference at the FCC in
2017.

Clark and Palchak are members of the local events
committee for the association and will be represent-
ing PRCC at the national convention in New Orleans
this November. 
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Above seated, Lee Bell, di-
rector of the Woodall Center,
and Michelle Wilson, special
populations coordinator, dis-
cuss the many opportunities
offered at PRCC during the
Governor’s Job Fair Oct. 20
in Hattiesburg. Left, Brad
Necaise, dislocated worker-
ITA coordinator, talks with a
client at the WIN Job Center
booth. 

n FROM page 1
Thornton’s older brother and

sister attended PRCC. A home-
school student, he dual enrolled
at PRCC and found the experi-
ence to his liking.

“I was in Greg Underwood’s
English class and he was open,
friendly, and all of my fears that
I would be crushed beneath the
weight of a ‘real’ school dis-
solved as he guided me through
that class,” said Thornton. 

As to his future, Thornton
plans to stick with English. “I
want to continue to publish my
novels, hopefully being picked
up by a larger publisher along
the way,” he said.

“I want to see my band
through to success, and eventu-
ally open my own production
company where I can put out
my own musical and literary
material under my own name,
as well as produce other talent-
ed artists.”

THORNTON
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Allied Health and Career Preview Day (Oct. 6)

Above, office systems technology instructor Amy Smith
(right) discusses her program with high school students.
Below, PRCC dental assisting student Amanda Holland of
Petal demonstrates tooth care, along with fellow PRCC stu-
dents Shelby Odom of Picayune, Stacy Gonzalez of
Poplarville and Lauren Calhoun of Sumrall. 

Nearly 450 high school students attended this year’s Allied Health Tour Day at the Forrest
County Center. Students enjoyed a pizza lunch after visiting the Allied Health program. 

PRCC surgical technology students Christa McGill of Petal and Holly Peterson of Oak
Grove go over some demonstrations with area high school students.

Area high school students enjoyed some of the demonstra-
tions while touring the occupational therapy assistant tech-
nology program. Above, Shakeda Magee (right) of
Mendenhall explains the use of adaptive feeding equipment,
specifically a plate guard. Below, Molly Capell of Memphis
(left) is checking a student’s grip strength. 

Above, Melinda Johnson (center) of Beaumont, along with
classmates Jennifer Turan of Saucier, Ashley Gerald of
Sandy Hook, Olivia Pitts of Ellisville and Allison Guy of
Greensburg, La., go over some of the procedures in the res-
piratory care technology program. Below, PRCC student
Frances Jenkins (left) of the respiratory care technology pro-
gram shows students how to care for a patient.

The following high schools participated: North Forrest,
Jeff Davis Technical Center, Pearl River Central,
Forrest County AHS, Hancock High, Picayune High,
Petal High, Lamar County Technical Center,
Hattiesburg High, Greene County, Walthall County,
Poplarville, Carl Loftin Career-Technical Center and
Perry County Vocational Center.  

Faculty Lecture Series

Homecoming fun

Forrest County Center in-
structors Cheri Alder
(above), Dr. Silvia Preston
(right) and Christina Otalvaro
Rahaim presented a Faculty
Lecture Series Sept. 22. The
title: “Passport to the
Americas.” Dr. Ryan Ruckel
gave an overview of the
topic. Alder spoke on
“Canada, Eh?”, Dr. Preston
on “Brazilian Culture,” and
Rahaim on “How Important
is Language Study?” The
next series is Nov. 17. 

By Dr. AMANDA PARKER
Assistant VP for Forrest County Operations

As the semester begins to wind down at the
Forrest County Center, we have several events
planned for the month of November.

Two of our honor societies, Phi Theta Kappa
and Mu Alpha Theta, will have induction cere-
monies. We are so proud of our students for
achieving this honor. Several programs and ac-
tivities are also planned to take place on our
campus.

We encourage students, faculty, and staff to
attend these programs.
n On Nov. 10 we will host a job fair. This

event serves as an opportunity for students to
network with potential employers. The job fair
runs from 8:30-11 a.m. in the multipurpose
room. For information, contact Michelle
Wilson-Stokes at mwilson@prcc.edu.

We are proud to host our annual Veteran’s
Day program to celebrate this special holiday.
Our speaker is Colonel (Ret.) Sheila Varnado,
president of the African American Military
History Museum Committee, former Executive
Director of R3SM, and former board member of
the Greater Pine Belt Community Foundation.

The program begins at 11 a.m. on Wednesday,
Nov. 11, and includes student tributes, music,
and commemorations. 

The Presbyterian Christian High School

Color Guard will present the colors to begin the
program.

On Nov. 12, the science department and
Honors Institute will present our first Science
Honors Forum at 12:15 in the multipurpose
room. Honor’s students will present individual
research projects to their peers.

Our last big event before Thanksgiving break
is our Humanities Instructor of the Year Faculty
Lecture Series. Dr. Terri Ruckel will present
“Poetry in the Biology Classroom: What the
Humanities Can Do for STEM.” 

This event will occur at 11 a.m. on Tuesday,
Nov. 17.   Dr. Ruckel stated the following re-
garding her selection as Humanities Instructor
of the Year:

“Teaching English and mentoring students
represent the lion’s share of my life, and I would
not have it any other way. I love people and I
still have hope for humanity. The humanities lit-
erature of both ancient and modern languages,
the performing arts, philosophy, comparative re-
ligion and cultural studies, but also history, an-
thropology, and linguistics — stress the value of
learning to think critically and independently. 

“No matter what major a student chooses,
being able to read powerfully, write precisely,
and speak articulately - decide the difference be-
tween being a mediocre student or being an ex-
ceptional student. I am giving my life to encour-
aging the latter.”

Forrest County Center’s
November schedule busy 

The ABE staff at Pearl River Community
College would like to spotlight the successes
of student Nathan Ruff.

Nathan moved to Hattiesburg from Arizona
in 2014. After he arrived, he began looking for
a local Adult Education program to
earn his High School Equivalency.

He enrolled in the Adult Basic
Education program at PRCC in
August 2014 and began classes to
prepare him for the GED.  

Nathan’s work ethic and dedica-
tion drew the attention of his ABE
instructors who recommended him
to participate in a co-enrollment
program to earn college credit while
also studying for his GED. 

He successfully took the GED in
the fall semester of 2014 while also
completing the BOT classes Professional
Development and MicroComputer

Applications with an A average. 
Ruff’s plan to enroll at PRCC in the spring

semester was put on hold after meeting with
Army National Guard Recruiter, SGT.
Christopher Fredrick.

He signed a contract with the
Army Mississippi National Guard
and began training in Fort Leonard
Wood, Mo., in January 2015.  

After 20 weeks of training, Ruff
graduated and serves in the Military
Police.

“It has been incredibly rewarding,
and I’m honored to serve and pro-
tect my family, my community, and
my country,” said Ruff.

He recently took another step on
his educational journey when he en-

rolled this fall at Pearl River
Community College to begin his degree in
criminal justice.  

The Forrest County Center Phi
Theta Kappa chapter had a booth
set up to raise funds at the
Homecoming Carnival in Poplar-
ville. Pictured above from left:
Advisor Dr. Ryan Ruckel, Joseph
Gwin of Hattiesburg, Annie
Woods of Petal, Tierney Manning
of Sumrall, Breanna Cheval and
Erica Black, both of Hattiesburg;
Victoria Valliant of Picayune; advi-
sor Dr. Terri Ruckel and Sandra
Silvain Sossa of Hattiesburg. Staff
photos by Ishtar Rosario.

Nathan Ruff one of many
success stories in GED

Ruff

PRCC’s Adult Education program contact information:
Call at 601-554-5551 or 601-403-1431
or email us at adulteducation@prcc.edu
Students must be 17 years of age or older and be officially withdrawn from school
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By TONIA MOODY
Director of Admissions and Records

Have you ever wanted to get one of
those pesky classes that are required
for graduation over quick? Are you
having difficulty in a class now and
want to drop the class but stay full
time?  

A growing trend is what we refer to
as minimester courses.

These are courses that usually last
eight weeks or less but require the
same number of contact hours as reg-
ular semester classes. 

If you have never taken a min-
imester class before, you may want to

consider it for the future. At PRCC
we have a number of minimester
courses that include 8 week, weekend
(classes over two weekends), block
(classes over two weeks), and winter
term courses (classes over one week).  

There are plans in place to add
even more options to these min-
imester classes.

There are definite pros and cons to
taking minimester classes.

Pros include early graduation, es-
pecially if you start taking these min-
imester courses early in your college
career. Minimester classes are usual-
ly smaller in size, which gives more
interaction in class discussion and

more of a one-on-one interaction
with your instructor.  

Even though you cover more infor-
mation in less time, your instructors
take this into considera-
tion.  They understand a
lot of information is com-
ing at you fast, so as long
as you work hard and dili-
gently, they are under-
standing of the time com-
mitment.  

Some of the cons to
these fast-paced courses
include accelerated learn-
ing time.  There is a lot of
information crammed into

a short time frame, which means you
have to pay close attention during
each class meeting and not fall be-
hind on homework and readings as-

signments.  
The minimester dura-

tion determines the
amount of face-to-face
class time; for example a
course that lasts eight
weeks may have a longer
class time than a tradition-
al 16-week course and a
weekend course will have
even longer face-to-face
time.

Because these classes

last for eight weeks or less, you may
have homework every night so the in-
structor can get through their entire
lesson plan.  

Minimester courses may not be for
everyone. However, if you feel the
pros outweigh the cons or you are
currently struggling in a traditional
16-week class and want to drop the
class but still remain full time, one of
these minimester courses may be just
what you need. 

For more information about the
minimester courses, talk to your advi-
sor, any member of the PRCC facul-
ty or staff or the Counseling Center
staff.Moody

Maybe it’s time to consider a minimester class 

Patrick Smith of Hattiesburg, from left,
Kendall Patrick of Hattiesburg and Kayla
Smith of Columbia visit with Navy re-
cruiters Steven Hinton and Tawanda
Dodier during the College Fair. The re-
cruiters work out of the Slidell, La., office.

University, college and military recruiters filled the Great Hall on Sept. 30 for PRCC’s annual
College Fair. Participating were Alcorn State, Delta State, Jackson State, Louisiana State,
Mississippi State, Mississippi Valley, Southeastern, Troy and five departments from William
Carey University, JSU On-Line, MSU Distance Learning, Mississippi University for Women,
University of Mississippi and University of Mississippi Medical Center, three departments
from University of Southern Mississippi, University of Louisiana Lafayette and Monroe,
University of South Alabama, Millsaps and Tougaloo colleges, Magnolia Gold, Mississippi
Army and Air National Guard, U.S. Army, Army Reserves, Navy and Navy Reserves.

College Fair in Poplarville

Louisiana State University transfer counselor
Heather Schmidt, left, talks with PRCC stu-
dents Tre Robinson of McComb and Chasity
Henry of Greenville during the College Fair.

Above, first-year students in the associate degree nursing program recite the Nightengale
Pledge during a pledging ceremony on Oct. 19 at Malone Chapel. Below left, Dr. Arlene
Jones (left), director of the ADN program, hands a copy of the Nightengale Pledge to first-
year student Rebecca Armstrong of Foxworth after instructor Marla Breland pinned her
name tag. Below right, instructor Cathy Davis pins his name tag on first-year associate de-
gree nursing student John Bethea of Bay St. Louis.

ADN pledge ceremony

2015 Wildcat Fest a huge success

Some 900 high school students from throughout the Pearl
River Community College district were on hand for Wildcat
Fest on the PRCC campus in Poplarville on Oct. 20. They
were entertained by RiverRoad (below). Four students
found maroon tickets in the Brownstone Center, making
them eligible to compete for a $250 scholarship. Abby
Thornhill from West Marion High School, left, was first to put
on a PRCC t-shirt and cap and pack a backpack to win the
scholarship. Also competing were, from left below, Brandon
Wilson of West Marion, Khary Wilson of North Forrest High
School and William Leuba of Picayune High School.



N E W S
October 2015 • Page 7The DRAWL 

Nearly 50 percent of our 
students are transfers, 
so we understand where 
you’re coming from and 
where you want to go.

Southern Miss is the next step in your journey.

AA/EOE/ADAI 73620.5016 10.15

View majors and degree plans: 

usm.edu/undergraduate

Apply for admission: 

choose.usm.edu

Students
getting these
PRVEPA
scholarships

Columbia Academy - George Colby
Bilbo, Bailey Daniel Giles, Morgan W.
Maxwell, Courtney Smith, and Jacklyn
Wilkes.

Columbia High School - Jay Brown,
Jalon Cooper, Parker J. Dungan, Seth
Justin McCain, Alonzo Pittman, and Aileen
Reyes. 

East Marion High School - Frances
Hooks, Tarish Mallard, Justin Gregory
Montgomery, Adrean Mikelsia Peters,
Tyrek Ruffin, Jonathan Daniel Sims, and
Kelle’ DeAnna Thigpen.

Forrest County AHS - Ty Brantley
Bond, Katie Breland, Kevin Lee Broom,
Lindsay P. Garner, Bailey Humphrey,
Breanna Johnson, Britannie Johnson,
Trannie McCardle, Kirk Michael Stringer,
and James Warren Terry Jr.  

Home School - Emily Rachelle Broom. 
Lamar Christian - John Patrick

Gardner and Rachel Mossor.
Lumberton - William Daren Durham,

Aryssa Fountain, Charlisia Tichelle
Moore, and Kyran Moore.  

Northeast (Md.) High - Selena Lorden. 
Oak Grove High School - Kevin Craft,

Karissa Davis, Justyce Cheron Moffett,
Darius Petro, and Tomias A. Rhodes.   

Poplarville High School - Summer
Mitchell, Brianna Smith, Billy Kyle
Stringer.

Prentiss Christian - RaDonna Chyann
Powell. 

Purvis High School - Dustin Jameson
Bullock, Reilly Bunnell, William Curtis,
Brooke Sierra Evans, Katlyn Garrison,
Andrew Green, Derrik A. Harvey, Briana
Lauren Jameson, Rachel  Johnson, Patricia
Loften, Mary Kate Lott, Kacie J.
McRaney, Ashlyn Pigott, Morgan E.
Rummage,  Keri Smith, and Wesley
Thompson.

Stone High School - Larry Hartfield and
Leigh Anne Howe, and Reagan Whitten.  

Sumrall High School - Zachary David
Berry, Collin Davis Carpenter, Jack
Gurley, Perry Dean Hopstein III, Laurel
Peighton Jordan, McKenzie Taylor
Kennedy, Chance Edward Morris,
Kameron Blake Ochenrider, Robert
Matthew Parham, Jacob Phelps, Austin
Sellers, Maddox R. Thompson, and
Zachary Williamson. 

West Marion High School - Angela
Beasley, Cordale Andrew Blocker, Phillip
Christopher Forbes, Bryan Anthony Ginn,
Aaron Allen Graham, Savannah Holman,
Kendra Lewis, Peyton Nace, Drew
Anthony Reagan, Abbie Stringer, Jonathan
Wade, Jeremy Dalton Walley, and
Kamryne a. Watson. 

Youth Challenge - Summer McRaney.

Round Up for Education
PRCC students benefit from scholarship program

Ninety-one Pearl River Community College
students from throughout Pearl River Valley
Electric Power Association’s 12-county service
area are receiving scholarships of $975 to attend
PRCC this year, thanks to the generous spirit and
support of the Association’s member-consumers.

More than 200 students from throughout
PRVEPA’s service area are receiving these schol-
arships to attend state community colleges.

This is the third year for the Round Up for
Education scholar’s program, which is funded by
members who round their bills up to the nearest
dollar each month. Scholarships are available to
members who do the round up, as well as for their
spouses or dependent children who are enrolled
as freshmen this fall.

“We are sincerely grateful for the commitment
to this scholarship program that has been devel-
oped by the Pearl River Valley Electric Power
Association,” said PRCC President William
Lewis. “Our students continue to benefit from the
generous efforts of the PRVEPA members who
support this program. The commitment they have
made to this program is making a difference in

the lives of many students who attend PRCC and
other community colleges in the PRVEPA service
area.”

PRVEPA serves more than 48,000 meters.
Since the Round Up program began in November
2012, more than $617,000 has been collected and
deposited in an account overseen by the Greater
Pine Belt Community Foundation.

“Throughout our history, Pearl River Valley
Electric has not only been providing electric serv-
ice to rural areas, but working to improve the
quality of life of our members and the communi-
ties where they live,” said General Manager
Randy Wallace. “We believe that education is
vital to improving the future for all of us in south
Mississippi, and the Round Up program was de-
signed to encourage more young people to further
their education.  

“Members working together to achieve a com-
mon goal is a unique hallmark of cooperative or-
ganizations, and I am proud of the positive re-
sponse we’ve received on this effort. More than
90 percent of our members continue to round up
their bills and we’re very thankful for their sup-

port.”
At least ten percent of each year’s funds are set

aside in an endowed fund for future use. The re-
maining money is divided equally between the
number of eligible applicants, resulting this year
in 209 scholarships worth $975 per student (the
maximum award per the program’s guidelines is
$1000). 

In the program’s three years, more than 550
students have now received scholarships.

“The Round Up for Education Scholarship pro-
gram is the largest scholarship program we man-
age,” said Theresa Erickson, executive director of
the PineBelt Community Foundation. “We often
see how small contributions from large numbers
of people can grow into significant amounts that
benefit many individuals, and when people con-
tinue their education it not only benefits the indi-
vidual, but it also benefits their family and ulti-
mately their community.”  

Round Up for Education funds collected after
Aug. 1 go toward next year’s scholarships.
Applications for 2016 scholarships will be avail-
able beginning in November.

Recipients of Round Up for Education scholarships at Pearl River
Community College were on hand Tuesday, Oct. 20, for a ceremo-
nial presentation of a check from Pearl River Valley Electric Power
Association general manager Randy Wallace to PRCC. Pictured
are, seated from left, Jonathan Sims of Bassfield, Keri Smith of
Purvis, Kamryne Watson of Sandy Hook, Aaron Graham of
Foxworth, Tarish Mallard of Columbia; second row, Jack Gurley of
Sumrall, Chyann Powell of Columbia, Terri Ball representing the

Greater Pine Belt Foundation, Kurt Brautigam of PRVEPA, Tomias
Rhodes of Poplarville, Aileen Reyes of Columbia, Wallace, Frances
Hooks of Columbia, Charlisia Moore of Lumberton, Zach Berry of
Sumrall; third row, Ernie Lovell, executive director of the PRCC
Development Foundation; Jay Brown of Columbia, Wesley
Thompson of Purvis, Kellie Thigpen of Columbia, Bryan Ginn of
Foxworth, Darius Petro of Hattiesburg and PRCC President Dr.
William Lewis. PRCC Public Relations photo

The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character
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Campuses celebrate launch of QEP
Passport to Success

POPLARVILLE CAMPUSFORREST COUNTY CENTER

HANCOCK CENTER

The QEP Kickoff Sept. 24 on the Poplarville campus included the PRCC cheerleaders
competing (above) in a sack race and (below) a tug of war won by the student team, led
by W.C. Rivers, over the faculty team. 

The Cotton Candy
Queen was LaDona
Tyson (right), director of
the PRCC choral pro-
grams. Katie Johnson
(left) of Poplarville en-
joyed the picnic lunch at
the QEP Kickoff event. 

Door decorations to the dental hygiene technology (left) program and the medical radiog-
raphy technology program promote the launching of the QEP.

Hancock Center students (left) sign their passports to suc-
cess during the QEP Kickoff event Sept. 14. Above, Dr.
Amy Townsend, director of the QEP and the Office of
Student Success, explains the benefits of the QEP.  

Band director Dr. Kyle Hill (left) laughs as Dr. Eric Leatherwood, English instructor, takes
a dunk during the QEP Kickoff.

Above, W.C. Rivers and
Bjorn Byrd of Purvis com-
pete in the bungee run
during the QEP Kickoff
on the Poplarville cam-
pus. Right, Chris
Kennedy of Columbia
wallops Chad Clark of
New Orleans in the gladi-
ator ring. 

Above, medical radiography
technology program stu-
dents Magan Ladner (left)
and Morgan Vonderbruegge
make sure their passports
are in order during the QEP
Kickoff in Hattiesburg on
Oct. 21. Left, Office
Systems Technology stu-
dents Abbie McMahon of
Petal and Demayah
Johnson of Hattiesburg
made sure visitors to their
table at Fall Fest saw the
Mission Statement promi-
nently displayed for all to
see.

PRCC Public Relations 
photos 

Sociology instructor Aaryn Purvis (left photo) and surgical technology instructor Brittney
Hawkins (right photo) help students with the Passport to Success process during Fall Fest
at the Forrest County Center. Students had to visit the various booths promoting the Quality
Enhancement Plan, which is creating a First-Year Experience for incoming freshmen.
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2015 Spirit of the River marching band

n Drum majors are Hanna Eckie of Petal and Alyssa Fuller
n Color guard members are Rache Williams of Mount Olive and Alana Maliden of

Columbia, captains; Courtney King, Shelby Jones, Mariah Bellais, Keri Bailey, Jenny
Bond, Rebecca Barrett, Courtney Sones and Savanna Blansett, all of Carriere; Andrea
Martin, Jessica Bissell, Morgan Rynyan, Jourdan Hoever and Kaitlyn McManus, all of
Picayune; Jay-Bre-Ana Terrell and Kale McCann, both of Laurel; Candice Parrish and
Summer Hartfield, both of Lumberton; James Clingan of Petal, Courtney Thompson of
Seminary and Jason Gegenheimer of Perkinston.
n String of Pearls dancers are Brittney Ladner, Alexia Leleux, Hayle Shoemake, Anna

Breland, Madden Stockstill, Tavari Gray and Nala Carter, all of Picayune; captain Jonna
Tomei, Sarah Ladner, lieutenant Kristi Smith, Hannah Ingram, Abby Unbehagen and
Katie Wilcox, all of Carriere; co-captain Chelsea Frederick, Madeline Aubert, Alexis
Hoffman and Cassady Compretta, all of Bay St. Louis; lieutenant Jourdyn Cowart and
Bailey Rester, both of Poplarville; Haley Putnam of Brandon, Liz Letort of St. Martin and
Katelyn Brown of Richton.
n Flutes are Kate Witsell of Poplarville, Madelyn Dyess of Bogalusa, La., Heather Estis

of Picayune, Heather Peavy of Columbia, Rachel Johnson, Melana Callendar and
Elizabeth Felipe, all of Oak Grove. 
n Clarinets are Sarah Smith and Lori Stewart, both of Poplarville; D’Aquila Baker and

Amber Seebert, both of Carriere; Rebecca Armstrong of Foxworth, Amanda Bolin of
Purvis, Cameron Foxworth of Sumrall, Nikki Furr of Oak Grove and Faith Prats of
Columbia.
n Alto saxophones are Amanda McKeny of díIberville, Mason Dedeaux of Poplarville,

Larry Byrd of Picayune, Curtis Peters of Columbia, Anthony Nutter of Kiln and Alexandria
Irias of Diamondhead.
n Tenor saxophones are Scott Nguyen of Picayune and Jonathan Masters of Purvis.
n Trumpets are Michael Toomer, Austin Rester and Alexix Tynes, all of Poplarville; Seth

McCain, Brian Rogers and Alex Bounds, all of Columbia; James Morgan and Peyton
Stephens, both of Carriere; Ayana Williams and Lyman Tate, both of Gulfport; Kaycie
Cucurullo and Brennan Warren, both of Kiln; Chase Mitchell of Hurley, Anthony
Jeansonne of Diamondhead and Chris Saucier of Picayune
n Horns are Ariana Thompson, Alex Byrd and Rashawn Johnson, all of Columbia; Colin

Rust and Bailey Holcomb, both of Picayune; Katie Johnson of Poplarville and Trey
Crosby of Pass Christian.
n Baritones are Samuel Glorioso, Ryan Hodgson and Taylor Guillory, all of Picayune;

Lane Smith of Oak Grove and Will Bailey of Eupora.
n Trombones are Jansen Mark of Columbia, Michael Irvin, Tristan Baggett, Aaron

Stockstill, Hunter Seal and Austin Patterson, all of Picayune; Jansen Mark, Andrew
Magee and Ricky Markins, all of Columbia; Kenneth Bellamy and David Davis, both of
Poplarville; Vincent Canoy of Pass Christian, Candice Foxworth of Foxworth and Victoria
Dewease of Purvis.
n Tubas are Chayse Dorn, Justin McDonald, Max Whitlow and Morgan Echols, all of

Picayune; Jay Brown, David Rollins, Shatoria Daniels and Latoria Daniels, all of
Columbia; Michael Thrash and Kyler Mitchell, both of Poplarville; C.J. O’Neill and Leland
Thomas, both of Carriere; Anthony Expecto of Ocean Springs and Alandus Nelson of
Bassfield.
n Pit musicians are Aaron McKenzie, Cody Cawley and Hope Cook, all of Columbia;

Najee Dillon and Matt Parker, both of Hattiesburg; Brantley Welsh of Petal, Elizabeth
Griffin of Pearl, Elizabeth McDaniel of Sandy Hook, Kelley Ola of Picayune, Michaela
Andrews of Foxworth, Tiernay Henry of Poplarville, Travis Stennett of Kiln and Cassidy
Wharton of Slidell, La.
n Bass drumers are Donte Benoit of Bay St. Louis, Wasani Martinez of Picayune,

Michael Womack of Poplarville, Justus Rainey of Diamondhead and Gabriel Ericson of
Silver Creek. 
n Snare drummers are Jacob Richey and William Hinkle, both of Picayune, Jalon

Cooper and Natalia Hampton, both of Columbia; Robert Perry of Petal, Brandon
Bourgeois of Waveland, Julian Duckworth of Laurel and Daniel Moseley of Carriere.
n Tenor drummers are Jeffery Gutierrez of Carriere, Tyler Pendergast of Bay St. Louis,

Jonathan Mobley of Columbia and Malik White of Forest. 
n Managers are Shiloh Stampley, Haley Lajaunie, Halee Dunaway, Allison Fuller, Adam

Spiers, Bjorn Byrd, Ryan Furey, Allen Marek, Allen Boutwell and Savannah McLeod.
n Dr. Kyle Hill is director of bands. Assistant directors are Mike Bass and Reuben

McDowell. Percussion instructors are Bill Thompson and Brandon Hutchison. String of
Pearls director is Kara Fleming. Color guard director is Leslie Vaner.

A big thank-you to Mike Frazer and his JuCo Weekly staff for visiting PRCC recently.
They interviewed Dr. Kyle Hill (above left), band member James Clingan (above right)
and other students as well as filmed the Spirit of the River marching band in action.
PRCC will be featured on the Oct. 28 episode of “Inside Mississippi JUCO Football” at 10
p.m. on your local MPB TV channel.

Spirit of the River on MPB TV

Chase Mitchell of Hurley, left, and Michael Toomer of Poplarville take the lead as the
Spirit of the River plays Boogie Down under the direction of drum majors Alyssa Fuller of
Carriere, left, and Hanna Eckie of Petal. PRCC Public Relations photo

Haley Putnam of Brandon leaps high during
the halftime performance.

Alexis Tynes of Poplarville plays during
the halftime show.

The Spirit of the River borrowed a few moves from the String of Pearls for the History of
Dance halftime show.
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Dr. Adam Breerwood recognized punter Cody Mikell of
Poplarville as the recipient of the Keith Daniels Memorial
Football Scholarship.

Center Ryan Rainey of Gulfport was recognized by head
coach William Jones as recipient of the Dobie Holden
Memorial Scholarship.

Mac Deaver, left, accepts a plaque from Dr. Adam
Breerwood in recognition of the 19 years his late brother,
Mitch Deaver, spent covering athletics at Pearl River.

Dr. William Lewis presents the Alumnus of the Year Award
to Philip Moran of Kiln.

Ernie Lovell presents the Distinguished Service Award to
Randy Wallace, PRVEPA general manager. 

Homecoming a festive event at PRCC

Pearl River Community College in-
ducted five new members into its
Sports Hall of Fame Oct. 17 as part of
the college’s homecoming celebration.

The list included football standout
Demetrius Byrd of Miami, Fla., an
All-American wide receiver for the
Wildcats (2005-07) who helped the
team win back-to-back MACJC state
championships. He went on to have a
stellar collegiate career at LSU and
was a seventh round draft pick of the
San Diego Chargers in 2009.

Other football inductees include star
defensive lineman Frank Harry Jr.
(2004-05) of Angie, La. who earned
All-American honors in 2005 and was
a two-time all-MACJC and all-Region
23 section for two seasons, and quar-
terback Gene Estapa (1970-72) of Bay
St. Louis, who was an all-state and an
honorable mention All-American. 

The other inductees include All-
American and All-State pitcher Craig
Rodriguez (2004-06) of Sugar Land,
Texas, who led the Wildcats to a
MACJC state championship, and soft-
ball star Baleigh Volking Ford (2008-
10) of Enterprise, who was All-State
and All-Region 23 for two straight
years while leading the Lady Wildcats
to a state championship. 

Demetrius Byrd
In two years as a Wildcat, Byrd

caught 87 passes for 1,433 yards and
12 touchdowns. After leading the team
to two state titles and a first-team All-
American selection, he was rated the
No. 8 JuCo wide receiver in the coun-
try in 2006.

“We ran the greatest offense I ever
played on,” said Byrd. “We had
Jimmy Oliver my freshman year. He
could throw it now.”

It wasn’t all a bed of roses for Byrd
when he first arrived at PRCC.

“Pearl River was a big step for me
but it was also a culture shock,” he
said. “I am used to a fast-paced life
and when I found my way to
Poplarville; well, I called my mom
and told her ‘I am ready to come
home. I can’t do this.’ She encouraged
me to stay. In the end, I really loved it
there. My teammates were like broth-
ers to me.”

Today, he works as an independent
insurance agent in Miami and as a per-
sonal trainer. In the future, he desires
to be a high school coach. 

Frank Harry Jr.
As defensive linemen go, Frank

Harry has to rank as one of the best to
ever don the Wildcat uniform. He was-
n’t just a two-time all-MACJC and all-
Region 23 section for two seasons, he
was ranked as one of the top defensive
recruits in the country.

At Varnado (La.) High School, the
6-foot-3, 270-pound Harry played
both ways at tackle. Former PRCC as-
sistant John Creech spotted Harry at a
Southern Miss football camp. 

“Coach Creech asked me what
school I went to and what size shoe
did I wear,” said Harry. “They fol-
lowed up with me later on. They of-
fered me a scholarship and had never
seen me play.”

They did see Harry play in the
Louisiana all-star game where he
played well. “After the game, coach
Hatten told me I would make one
heckuva Wildcat.”

Indeed he did. He bulked up at 6-4,
280 pounds and became a force on the
defensive line.

Today, Harry is a sheriff’s deputy in
East Baton Rouge. 

Gene Estapa
Estapa quarterbacked a PRCC foot-

ball team in 1971 that finished the sea-
son with a 9-1 record. He played two
seasons under coaches John Russell
and J.C. Arban.

As a sophomore, he came into his
own as the team’s quarterback. 

“I really look at Pearl River as my
home college experience,” said
Estapa. “Winning was so awesome.
We only lost three games in two years.
It was a fun place to play. The coaches

were all on the same page, it was fun
to be in the meetings. It made for a re-
ally good atmosphere.

“I made relationships with guys
who I stay in contact with today.”

Estapa lives in Houston and works
with Compaq and Hewlett-Packard as
a manufacturing operations manager. 

Baleigh Volking Ford
Baleigh wasn’t just a fine softball

player for the Lady Wildcats but she
was also an outstanding student.
During her time at PRCC, she was an
active member of Phi Theta Kappa
Honor Society, and served as an offi-
cer her sophomore year. 

She was awarded PRCC female ath-
lete of the year in 2010.

During her freshman year, when the
Lady Wildcats finished with a 30-16
record, they hit .345 as a team with a
school record 28 home runs. 

The following year, Volking, a
shortstop, was a force on the diamond.
She hit .459 with six home runs, lead-
ing the Wildcats to a state champi-
onship. 

“She was definitely one of the top
players in the state that year,” said her
coach Leigh White. 

As a high school standout at
Enterprise, she had her mind made up
she was going to play for Coach
White. “I knew Coach White when

she was younger. My mom played
with her in church-league ball. That’s
why I wanted to go play for her,” she
said.

She continued her education at
USM, where she graduated with hon-
ors and a B.S. She was accepted into
the physician’s assistant program at
Mississippi College.

Craig Rodriguez
PRCC won its second-ever MACJC

state championship in Rodriguez’s
freshman season and back-to-back
MACJC South Division titles in 2004
and 2005, while winning a record 27
straight games during the 2005 season.

In that 2005 season, under coach Jay
Artigues, Rodriguez was instrumental
in the team’s 45-12 record. He was the
team’s No. 1 starter, posting a team-
best 10-2 record. He also had four
saves in 18 appearances and 2.21
earned-run-average. He struck out 110
batters while walking only 23 in 78 in-
nings of work.

“My mom is from Picayune and my
dad played baseball at Southern
Miss,” said Rodriguez. “I would go to
Southern Miss camps and that is
where I ran into Coach (Jay) Artigues.
He recruited me to Pearl River.”

Today, Rodriguez lives in Sugar
Land where he gives baseball lessons
to local youngsters.   

Hall of Fame class features great athletes

Above, Bayleigh Volking Ford waves as she is introduced as an inductee into the Sports
Hall of Fame. With her are, from left, Foundation director Ernie Lovell, PRCC President
Dr. William Lewis, inductees Demetrius Byrd, Gene Estapa, Frank Harry Jr. and John
Craig Rodriguez; Pearl River Valley Electric Power Association general manager Randy
Wallace, recipient of the Distinguished Service Award; and Alumnus of the Year Philip
Moran. Right, Mac Deaver and his sisters, Michele Slade, Melissa Bourn and Melanie
Hanlin, admire the MD painted in the football stadium end zone in honor of their late
brother, Mitch Deaver.

2015 Sports Hall of Fame

Pearl River Community College’s 2015 Sports Hall of Fame inductees include from left: Football stars Demetrius Byrd
(2005-07) and Frank Harry Jr. (2004-05), softball star Baleigh Volking Ford (2008-10), football star Gene Estapa (1970-
72) and baseball star Craig Rodriguez (2004-06).  

Pearl River Community
College celebrated Home-com-
ing on Oct. 17 by crowning
Queen Michaela Andrews of
Foxworth, inducting five ath-
letes into the Sports Hall of
Fame and honoring alumni and
college supporters.

Unfortunately, the PRCC
Wildcats lost a close football
game to the Northeast
Mississippi Tigers, 26-23.

Activities began on Friday
night, Oct. 16, with a reunion
marking the 50th anniversary of
PRCC’s associate degree nurs-
ing program. Among the alum-
ni on hand were three members
of the first class - Vivian Smith
of Lumberton, Kay Andres of
Cottondale, Ala., and Sandra
Atwood of Meridian - and the
program’s first director,
Charlotte Odom of Picayune.

Homecoming day started
with the Sports Hall of Fame
inductions of five outstanding
stars of yesteryear.

PRCC welcomed children to
campus with about 80 girls at-
tending the Lil Wildcat Cheer
Clinic and hundreds of kids and
parents enjoying the
Homecoming Carnival outside

Dobie Holden Stadium.
Alumni attended the annual

luncheon where they were en-
tertained by The Voices ensem-
ble. Honorees included:
n The family of the late

Mitch Deaver, sports informa-
tion director for 19 years.
n Sponsors for the Premier

Performance events at the
Brownstone Center for the Arts.
n Center Ryan Rainey of

Gulfport, recipient of the Dobie
Holden Memorial Football
Scholarship.
n Punter Cody Mikell of

Poplarville, recipient of the
Keith Daniels Memorial
Football Scholarship.
n Pearl River Valley Electric

Power Association, recipient of
the Distinguished Service
Award. The association has do-
nated approximately $250,000
to PRCC students for scholar-
ships through its Round Up for
Education program.
n Philip Moran of Kiln, re-

cipient of the Alumnus of the
Year Award. Moran was hon-
ored for his accomplishments
as owner of Philip’s Pest
Control and his current service
in the Mississippi Senate.

LaDona Tyson, left, assistant director of the Brownstone
Center, presented plaques to Premier Performance spon-
sors, including Dr. Kyle and Debby Hill, Tina Stockstill with
John Pigott Allstate Agency and Brittany Krutzfeldt with
Hancock Bank.
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Some of the Lil Wildcat cheerleaders at Homecoming were, from left, Kaitlyn Dedeaux, 2,
daughter of Tim Dedeaux; Faith Coalson, 5, niece of Craig Tynes; Sarah Esslinger, 8,
daughter of Amy Esslinger; Anna Tynes, 11, daughter of Craig Tynes; Kate Causey, 5,
daughter of Dr. Jana Causey; Jillian Christen, 5, daughter of Chris Christen; Kara Parker, 5,
daughter of Dr. Amanda and Adam Parker; Eva McCardle, 3, daughter of Tiffany McCardle.

50th Anniversary Nursing Reunion Wildcats of all ages had good time

Right photo, three members of the first associate degree nursing class at PRCC attended
the 50th Anniversary Reunion on Oct. 16. Vivian Smith of Lumberton is seated. Standing
are Kay Andres of Cottondale, Ala., (left), and Sandra Atwood of Meridian. Left photo, the
three directors of the PRCC associate degree nursing program are, from left, Peggy
Dease, Dr. Arlene Jones and Charlotte Odom.

Kay Andres of Cottondale, Ala., left, and Sandra Atwood of Meridian greet each other at
the 50th Anniversary Nursing Reunion on Oct. 16 in the Brownstone Center. They were
members of the first ADN class that enrolled in 1965 and graduated in 1967.

Football reunion highlight

One highlight of Homecoming at PRCC was a gathering of members of past Wildcat foot-
ball stars who were on hand. Seated is former manager Ray Turner, a popular member of
the PRCC football’s successful years. Standing from left are former PRCC head football
coach Tim Hatten, and former PRCC stars wide receiver Shalamar Walker, quarterback
Jimmy Oliver, defensive lineman Frank Harry Jr. and wide receiver Demetrius Byrd.
Oliver was a two-time All-American for the Wildcats. 

The Poplarville campus Student Government Association sold pizza as a fundraiser. Pictured from left: Ashley Lewis,
Ashton Whitfield, Patrick Scott, Hunter Williams, advisor Maghan James and Kayla Smith.

Little Addison Long came all decked out in her Pearl River
cheerleading uniform for Homecoming festivities.

The PRCC Alumni Association and the Student Alumni were the hosts of the Homecoming Carnival. Nineteen booths,
including foods such as pizza, hamburgers, jambalaya, boiled peanuts, pulled pork sandwiches, cheesecake cake pops,
baked goods, snacks, cotton candy and a variety of different drinks were available. A photo booth, alumni tent, face
painting and dunking booth, were enjoyed as well. Daniel Smith and his granddaughter, Eva McCardle (far right), en-
joyed the day as did little Katelyn Albritton (near right), who enjoyed her cotton candy. Staff photos by Ishtar Rosario.

Participants in the Lil Wildcat Cheer Clinic cheer on the sidelines in Dobie Holden
Stadium as the Wildcats prepare to take the football field against Northeast.

Hundreds of Pearl River Community College fans and supporters, including the River
Rowdies Student Section, turned out on a beautiful day to enjoy Homecoming 2015.



By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Assistant VP for Hancock Center

The Hancock Center of Pearl River
Community College recently committed to
having a can-food drive for the Hancock
County Food Pantry. 

The Student Government Association spon-
sors this event every fall semester. As a cam-
pus, the student body desires to serve the com-
munity by helping the needy and less fortu-
nate.
n In an effort to increase our visibility and

contribute to the Hancock County business
community, PRCC-Hancock Center,
Mississippi State Extension Service and the
Hancock Chamber of Commerce have forged a
relationship bringing Breakfast and Learn op-
portunities to the Hancock County Business
Community. 

This month’s Commerce seminar topic was -
Mobile Phones and Your Business.
Participants learned how mobile devices are
changing how customers and visitors physical-
ly find store fronts and how to control and post
correct information about your business by
claiming or registering your business with lo-
cation based services. 
n SGA spotlights: Student Government

Association president at the Hancock Center is
Samantha Hipps. 

Samantha is a determined individual who
does not let life’s obstacles get in her way. She
is a freshmen at PRCC, with an abundance of
larger-than-life aspirations and goals, intend-

ing to graduate in the spring of 2017 with her
associate’s degree.

Samantha plans to attend Tulane University
to earn her bachelor’s degree in the medical
field focusing on children’s health. She is
choosing a profession revolving around chil-
dren because she loves children and hopes to
one day have some of her own.

Samantha does not have any free time as she
works two jobs, and when she does have free
time, she spends it studying, sleeping or spend-
ing time with her mother.

SGA vice president is Kristen Metz, a first-
year freshman at the Hancock Center. She is
proud to call herself a Wildcat.

She strives to become a strong, independent,
educated woman running her own business
one day. After her career at PRCC, she plans to
transfer to the University of Southern
Mississippi to earn her degree in business
management. She knows that anything is pos-
sible if she works hard for it.
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Hipps

Above, Pearl River
Community College
Magnolia Gold students
who worked on the
Poplarville Upper
Elementary School nature
trail are, in front, Alan Marek
of New Orleans; standing
from left, Bjorn Byrd of
Lumberton, Keith Mitchell of
Carriere, Jamyrian Quinn
and Justin McWilliams, both
of Gautier; Markeysia
Harness of Biloxi and Jared
Johnson of Poplarville.
Left, PRCC students in the
Magnolia Gold military lead-
ership program clear the
nature trail at Poplarville
Upper Elementary School.

PRCC Wellness  
Annual Holiday Food Drive 

 

 

To benefit Brother s Keeper Ministries of Poplarville 

November 2nd  December 11th  
 

In need of Non-Perishable foods, such as: 
Macaroni & Cheese 

Canned vegetables 

Canned fruit 

Dried peas, beans, rice 

Cake mixes 

Pasta/noodles 

 

Spaghetti sauce 

Corn meal 

Muffin mix 

Flour 

Sugar 

Jello & Pudding mix 
 

Deposit your donations at the PRCC Wellness Center.  Students enrolled in 
General PE will receive a 1 hour exercise credit for donating at least 5 items. 

(1 credit per student) 

We appreciate your generosity!  

Metz

Hancock Center
Can-food drive; SGA student spotlights

SOUTHERN MISS THEATRE

FREE TO THE PUBLIC.  TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR WHILE SEATS LAST. 
FOR ADVANCED RESERVATIONS, CALL 601.266.4999.

HARTWIG THEATRE
Theatre and Dance Building
Hattiesburg Campus
NOV. 11 and 21, at 7:30 p.m.
NOV. 22, at Noon

BROWNSTONE CENTER
Pearl River Community College
Poplarville, Miss.
NOV. 12, at 7:30 p.m.

FLEMING EDUCATION CENTER 
AUDITORIUM, Gulf Park Campus
Long Beach, Miss.
NOV. 13, at 7:30 p.m.
NOV. 14, at Noon

AA/EOE/ADAI     UC 73150.5052  10.15@usmtheatre Southern Miss Theatre

TELLING:
South Mississippi

Our Wars. Their Stories. 
Through performance, Telling: South Mississippi puts veterans in front of 

their communities to share their stories. We give veterans the opportunity 

to speak, to deepen our understanding of their military experiences.

Performed by South Mississippi Veterans of Foreign Wars

SUPPORT PROVIDED BY THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND LETTERS ON BOTH THE HATTIESBURG AND GULF PARK CAMPUSES

 FREE TO THE PUBLIC!  
Scan and reserve your tickets now.

https://forms.usm.edu/arts-letters/view.php?id=42799
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Magnolia
Gold Cadets
work at 
local school

Cadets in the Magnolia
Gold program at Pearl River
Community College recently
completed a community serv-
ice project at Poplarville
Upper Elementary School.

The students cleared and
cleaned an existing nature trail
near the school so that it can
be used by the younger stu-
dents.

Working on the project were
Bjorn Byrd of Lumberton,
Keith Mitchell of Carriere,
Jamyrian Quinn and Justin
McWilliams, both of Gautier;
Markeysia Harness of Biloxi,
Jared Johnson of Poplarville
and Alan Marek of New
Orleans.

Magnolia Gold is the
Mississippi Army National
Guardís military leadership
program at the community
college level. The program
began at PRCC in the 2015
spring semester.

For more information, con-
tact SFC Jeff Yelverton at 601-
310-8928 or jeffrey.yelver-
ton@us.army.mil.

Maj. Jason Holmes swears Seth Bowman of Poplarville into the Mississippi Army National
Guard as PRCC Magnolia Gold cadets stand behind them before the PRCC-East Central
football game Oct. 22. Bowman plans to transfer to Mississippi State University and tran-
sition into ROTC after graduation from PRCC in May.

Swearing in ceremony

Holloween coming

Columbia Block and Brick
recently made another dona-
tion to the PRCC brick, block
and masonry program.

The company delivered pal-
lets of bricks, blocks and mor-
tar mix to be used by the stu-
dents in the program. The sup-
plies are valued at almost
$1,700.

The company periodically
makes similar donations to the
program, said Dr. Scott
Alsobrooks, vice president for
workforce and economic de-
velopment.

Columbia Block
and Brick makes
big donation

Moody Residence Hall has been decorated for Halloween.

Violence against women month

Student Government Association officers provided information about Violence Against
Women Month awareness to fellow students Kevan Magee of Sandy Hook and Tristan
Wheat of Poplarville, right, on Oct. 22 in the Great Hall. Officers are, from left, freshman
vice president Kayla Smith of Columbia, sophomore vice president Patrick Scott of
d’Iberville and executive president Hunter Williams of McNeill.
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Congratulations to Georgia Field, assistant director of Student Support Services. Her
name was randomly selected by the computer to receive the September River Rewards
prize, a $60 gift certificate to Apples, Ltd. located in Poplarville, presented to her by Dr.
William Lewis on behalf of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation included Tara
Rouse (left), Health, Physical Education, & Recreation Department Chair and Dr. Scott
Alsobrooks (right), vice president for Workforce and Economic Development; both are
River Rewards Committee members.

River Rewards

Pearl River Community College’s film pro-
duction soundstage looked a bit like a
Hollywood film set on Sept. 24 as the college’s
film production class hosted Poplarville High
School’s Digital Media Technology class.

The ongoing workshop was designed to pre-
pare the PHS students for the filmmaking phase
of their class by showing how a film set is oper-
ated.

The group worked from a short script that was
performed and filmed by PHS students while
PRCC film production class members acted as
mentors, giving advice and direction.

“We partnered with Poplarville High School’s
digital media class a number of years ago,” said
Ronn Hague, PRCC film production class in-
structor. “Poplarville students who are interest-
ed in going into film production often end up in
PRCC’s film production class.”

The workshop prepares Poplarville students
to do a better job on their own film assignment.
It also qualifies them to work as an intern on a
PRCC film set.

Donna Baxter, Poplarville High Digital Media
Technology Instructor, took the PRCC film pro-

duction class the second year it was offered.
“My students learn so much from this work-

shop each year, and they are able to begin their
own film projects afterward feeling much more
prepared to assume the various roles of a film
production crew,” said Baxter. “I truly appreci-
ate the time and effort Ronn and his students de-
vote to local high schools.”

According to Hague, Poplarville has a real
presence in the film market with the PRCC film
production class filming and placing films in
film festivals throughout the country. But they
are not alone in their efforts.

PRCC alumnus Frank Ladner is a local film-
maker who also does more than his share to de-
volop film in Poplarville. His second feature
film, “Max Peril,” has won awards in two film
festivals just recently, and the film is showing in
festivals across the country.

To view some of the films the PRCC film pro-
duction class has produced, to get more infor-
mation about the class, or to fill out a film class
application go to: www.hpn.prcc.edu. For more
information about the film production class, call
Hague at 601-403-1316.

Film production students hold 
workshop for PHS media class

The PRCC film production workshop held on the Poplarville campus included PRCC stu-
dents Andrew Madden of Slidell, La., Jonathan Brockhaus and Kayla Mallyon, both of
Picayune; Jay Rito of Slidell, and instructor Ronn Hague.

Above, PRCC Board of Trustees long-time member Frank
Ladner, right, and his crew fried fish as a fundraiser for
breast cancer awareness at the Oct. 14 soccer games.
Right, Ladner prepares fish for cooking. 

Breast cancer fundraiser

Forrest-Lamar Fish Fry

Pearl River Community College participated in this fall’s Poplarville Homecoming Parade.
Riding the vehicle were from left: Back row - Jonathan Smith of Carriere, Hayle
Shoemake of Picayune, Mary Kate Lott of Purvis, Rachel Barras of Poplarville, and
Delana Harris, PRCC recruiter. Front row - Leah Balli of Carriere, Madden Stockstill of
Picayune and Sarah Fortenberry of Hattiesburg. 

Poplarville Homecoming Parade

Rep. Palazzo visits PRCC

Congressman Steven Palazzo took time out to visit with Pearl River Community College
and local officials during a visit to Poplarville on Oct. 14. Palazzo said his visit was meant
to open the lines of communications between himself and the people he serves as the
representative of south Mississippi’s Fourth Congressional District.

By MICHAEL SCHAFER and
TIFFANY McCARDLE

AEOP Officers

The PRCC Association of
Educational Office Profession-
als is made up of Office
Support Staff throughout
PRCC.

We are proud to say this
year’s group boasts one of the
largest memberships yet. In
AEOP we strive to promote
networking, information shar-
ing, professional development
and to foster better relation-
ships and communication.

One of the ways we do this is
through Training Sessions and
Community Involvement.

On Oct. 21, we had a very
successful Outlook Training
session led by Shannon Rojas
from Ellucian, teaching us to
use a tool that is already at our
fingertips to its best advantage. 

Further training sessions for
the fall will consist of an
Advanced Outlook Training
session focusing on very spe-
cific/advanced activities within
Outlook, and a DiSC Profile
training class by Dr. Lindsey
Lewis, with more to be an-
nounced in the spring.

During the month of October
we have our fundraiser for the
PRCC Employee Cancer Fund
(the Pink Jars) happening and
in December we will have a
Sock/Throw Blanket Drive for
the Pearl River County Nursing
Home. 

Throughout the school year,
AEOP is collecting specific
food items for the Backpack
Buddies program which pro-
vides kid-friendly and nutri-
tious food items for children
which are victims of food inse-
curity in the Poplarville School
District.

Membership in AEOP
has many advantages 

Tiffany McCardle, left, and Marilyn Dillard unload food col-
lected by the Association of Educational Office
Professionals at Pearl River Community College for the
Backpack Buddies program. Backpack Buddies provides
four snacks, two breakfasts, two lunches, two suppers and
three drinks for more than 60 Poplarville students each
weekend. Carol Williams, center, founded the program to
aid disadvantaged students. AEOP will be collecting food
as a community service project throughout the school year. 

Nov. 6, AEOP members will
be traveling to Jackson State
University for the annual
Professional Development
Seminar sponsored by MAEOP,
the state organization. There
will be two presentations by
Becky Tilton, the president of
Organizational Resource
Solutions titled “Change
Management” and “Working
Through Conflict” and one by
Ruby B. Allen, former
NAEOP/MAEOP president ti-
tled “Parliamentary Cause.”

Finishing up the seminar will

be Marcus L. Harris the manag-
er of Tiger Tech Store at JSU
doing a presentation titled, “The
Latest Trends in Apple
Innovations.”

PRCC AEOP is having a won-
derful fall semester and is look-
ing forward to the days ahead. 

If you are interested in joining
AEOP or want to help with any
of our projects, contact us:

Tiffany McCardle at the
Poplarville Campus, tmccar-
dle@prcc.edu or Michael
Schafer at FCC,
mschafer@prcc.edu.    

PRCC head coach William Jones, right, recognized long-time supporters of Wildcat foot-
ball at halftime of the PRCC-East Central game on Oct. 22. They are, from left, Sam
“Wink” Jenkins of Mack Grubbs Motors in Columbia, Barry Harper and Dub “Paw Paw”
Herring of Paw Paw’s Campers and Cars in Picayune.

Thank you from PRCC

Film production workshop

Below, PRCC President
William Lewis addresses the
crowd at the annual Forrest-
Lamar Alumni Chapter fish
fry Oct. 13. Left, PRCC
English Instructor Greg
Underwood and his family,
wife Leigh Ann, and children
Jill Ellen, 11, and George 8,
enjoy some fish. This year’s
event raised some $5,000
for scholarships.
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Championship rings

Members of the 2014-15 PRCC men’s basketball team ad-
mire the state championship rings they received as part of
Meet the Wildcats night Oct. 1 in White Coliseum. They
are from left: Assistant coach Chris Oney, manager
Kadesha Campbell, guard William Brown of Jackson
Forest Hill, head coach Richard Mathis, forward Teddy
Scott of Jackson Provine, guard Dontellius Ross of
Jackson Callaway, forward Jeffrey Spence of Richland,
guard Cortez Mitchell of Jackson Callaway, guard Jamond
Franklin of Ocean Springs, and forward Darrlyn Willis of
Madison, Wis.
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By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

Pearl River Community College has com-
pleted its fall baseball season and heads into
the offseason with plenty of confidence.

The Wildcats closed out fall play by sweep-
ing a doubleheader Oct. 22 from Lawson State
(Ala.), 9-2 and 3-2 at Pete Taylor Park on the
Southern Miss campus. PRCC finished 7-0-1
for the fall.

“I’m pleased with the young guys,” said
Wildcat coach Josh Hoffpauir. “Obviously,
when you don’t lose a game, that’s a good
thing. That gives you a positive vibe going into
the spring. 

“I’m excited. I’m sure we’ll have some
growing pains at some point in the course of
the year. But it’s a good group of kids. They’re
working hard, and if we stick together, we’ve
got a talented enough group that we’ve got a
chance to win some ball games.”

PRCC is looking to reverse its record of 14-
29 from this past spring. The Wildcats return
nine sophomores from last season’s team.

“It went really good,” said sophomore catch-
er Carter Hankins. “We became one as a team
much earlier than we did last year, and as a
group, we played really good ball this fall.”

Hankins, a former Forrest County AHS
standout, is the Wildcats’ leading returning
batter this season, after hitting .276 in 2015.

Also back is big right-hander Jordan Hayes,
who led the team with a 6-3 record last season.

He has committed to Southern Miss, so
Wednesday’s game gave him a chance to test
out the mound at The Pete.

“I liked the mound and I like this park,” said
Hayes, who played his high school ball at
Taylorsville. “It’s definitely a pitcher’s park.
I’m really looking forward to getting out here.”

Hayes had a 2.95 earned-run average last
spring, with 40 strikeouts in 55 innings.

“I didn’t throw too many innings this fall,
because we’re trying to save my arm for the
spring,” Hayes said. “But I feel really good.
My arm feels good, and I’m confident on the
mound.”

Typically, teams use the fall season to move
players around in different combinations,
while also working on establishing a tentative
lineup for the coming season.

“We’ll spend the next couple of days review-
ing that, seeing where we are with some guys
and looking at where we see matchups,” said
Hoffpauir, who is entering his seventh season
at the Wildcat helm.

“But we have a pretty good idea of who’s
going to be the guys. But, at the end of the day,
you’ve got 30 guys and everybody’s got a role.
It’s a matter of whether those guys understand
that role and accept it.”

The Wildcats will get into their offseason
workout program next week in preparation for
the beginning of preseason practice on Jan. 7.
PRCC opens the 2016 season on Feb. 5 with a
four-game weekend series at home against
Mineral Area (Mo.). 

2016 baseball Wildcats 
finish strong in workouts 

Above, Pearl River
Community College 
sophomore right-hander
Jordan Hayes fires a pitch to
the plate against Lawson
State (Ala.) Oct. 22 at Pete
Taylor Park in Hattiesburg.
Left, PRCC baseball coach
Josh Hoffpauir talks to his
team following Oct. 22’s
doubleheader sweep over
Lawson State (Ala.).
Photos by Stan Caldwell

Softball field house

The new PRCC softball indoor
facility, featuring a batting cage
and new locker rooms, is now
open for business. Above, a pic-
ture of the new indoor batting
cage. Left, Coach Leigh White
hands out game uniforms to
some of her players as the team
begins to move into the new
field house. Below, the new lock-
ers are ready for occupancy.
The 2016 softball team opens
the season Feb. 1 at Alabama
Southern.

2016 Baseball
opening games
Feb. 5-6 - host Mineral
Area (Mo.), pair of double-
headers. 4  & 7 p.m.
Feb. 11 - at Alabama
Southern
Feb. 12 - host Southwest
Tennessee, 1 & 4 p.m,
Feb. 13 - host Jackson
(Tenn.) State, 3 & 6 p.m.
Feb. 24 - at LSU-
Alexandria

Lady Wildcat softball 
welcomes new facility

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

The Pearl River Community
College softball team complet-
ed its fall exhibition season this
past weekend, just in time to
inaugurate a new era for the
Lady Wildcat program.

PRCC is in the process of
moving into its new softball
field house, a state-of-the-art
facility that head coach Leigh
White calls, “one of the best in
the state.

“We’ll have three batting
cages inside, with a drop-down
net, coaches’ offices, a pretty
nice-sized locker room for the
kids, laundry room, storage; it’s
nice.”

The Lady Wildcat coaches
and players spent a few days
last week moving gear into the
5,000-square-foot facility,
while sod was being laid out-
side the building.

On the field, PRCC played
the last of six fall scrimmages
on Oct. 24 at Southern Miss
against the Lady Eagles. All six
games were against four-year
programs.

White said she was pleased
with some aspects of the Lady
Wildcats’ play and not so
pleased with others.

“We did all right, but not as
good as I had hoped,” White
said. “We got some things ac-
complished, but we’ve got to
work harder in the (batter’s

box), hitting-wise. This group
can do it; we’ve just got to get
it done.”

The Lady Wildcats expect to
be improved over their 23-24
season of 2015. PRCC returns
10 sophomores from last sea-
son’s squad, including No. 2
pitcher Skylar Cook, a right-
hander from St. Amant, La.

“I think I’m going to be
fine,” said Cook, who was 8-8
last season, with a 3.84 earned-
run average and 57 strikeouts
in 102 innings. “I definitely
think I’m better and more accu-
rate than last spring.

“I think we’ll have some re-
ally good sophomore leader-
ship.”

Also back are the team’s sec-
ond and third-leading hitters
from last season, Katie Davis,
who batted .339, and Branda
Northrop, who hit .310.

Among the 11 freshmen on
the Lady Wildats’ roster, White
singled out Perry Central’s
Toree Clifton as one that looks
ready to step into a big role in
the infield.

“They’re coming along,”
White said. “Toree looks like
she’s really getting settled in on
defense. She needs to work a
little harder on her bat, but
she’s getting there.”

The Lady Wildcats will
begin preseason practice on
Jan. 7, and open the regular
season Feb. 1 against Alabama
Southern at Monroeville, Ala. 

2016 Softball
opening games
Feb. 1 - At Alabama Southern
Feb. 5-6 - Wildcat Invitational 
Feb. 17 - at Baton Rouge, La. 
Feb. 19-20 - at LSU-Eunice
Feb. 25 - host Faulkner St.
Feb. 28 - host Ala. Southern 
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Lee

Bourdene

Pearl River Community College soccer coaches Carl Reynolds (left) and Jack Byrd
(right) stand with their teams holding a replica of a check for $2,069 to Brittany Creel,
wife of Poplarville Police Capt. Rossi Creel, who is battling breast cancer. Creel was pre-

sented the check, the funds for which were raised at various fundraisers, as part of the
soccer teamsí Pink Out Night on Oct. 14 against Copiah-Lincoln at the PRCC Soccer
Complex. PRCC Public Relations photo

PRCC soccer teams raise benefit funds

A pair of Pearl River
Community College soccer stand-
outs have been honored by the
Mississippi Association of
Community/Junior Colleges as
Menís and Women’s Offensive
Player of the Week for games
played Oct. 12-18.

Sophomore forward Lyndsey
Lee was named Women’s
Offensive Player of the Week and
sophomore forward Chance
Bourdene was recognized as
Men’s Offensive Player of the
Week.

Lee, who transferred to PRCC
from Southern Miss after her high
school career at Our Lady
Academy, was honored after a
phenomenal performance in three
games last week in which she
scored six goals and had two as-
sists on 43 shots, including 25

shots on goal.
Against Copiah-Lincoln at

Wesson in a 5-0 win, Lee had 14
shots, nine on goal, 1 goal and one
assist. 

In an 8-0 win at home against
Co-Lin on Wednesday, Lee had 15
shots, nine on goal, three goals and
an assist. On Friday, in a 5-0 win at
Southwest, she had 13 shots, seven
shots on goal and two goals.

She leads the state in scoring
with 15 goals and 12 assists.

Bourdene, who prepped at
Northwest Rankin, had seven
shots on goal, four goals and four
assists in his three games last
week. 

He had three goals and two as-
sists in a 7-0 rout of Southwest
Community  College. He has nine
goals and eight assists for a team-
high 26 points for the season.

PRCC soccer stars named
MACJC Players of the Week

Turnabout was fair play for the Pearl River
Community College women Oct. 20 as they
avenged their only defeat of the season.

Sophomore Delaney Gustafson knocked in a
goal just 20 seconds into the second sudden-
death overtime period to give the Lady Wildcats
a dramatic 2-1 victory over Jones County in a
soccer showdown for the South Division cham-
pionship.

With the win, PRCC (13-1 overall, 9-1 divi-
sion) gets a bye through the first round of the
MACJC State Tournament and will move to the
tournament semifinals Oct. 31 at Hinds.

The victory was almost a mirror image of the
earlier meeting between the two teams on Sept.
18 at Ellisville, won by Jones 2-1 in double
overtime.

“Jones was well-organized, and they put a lot
of pressure on us the first 15 minutes,” said
PRCC coach Jack Byrd. “We dealt with the
pressure and the tide swung our way. We had an
unlucky bounce that scored for them.

“But at halftime, I just told them, ‘let’s play
our game. Don’t play into the hands of the big
ball.’ And I thought we did that.”

Jones (11-3, 8-2) got its only goal of the game
at the 32:06 mark, when Kelly Stubbington
scored on a slow roller that bounced away from
Lady Wildcat goalkeeper Shelby Koon.

However, PRCC got the equalizer at the
56:36 mark when sophomore Lyndsey Lee
powered in an unassisted shot from the left side
that bounced off the crossbar and across the
line.

“I knew I had to be a game-changer,” said
Lee, whose goal gave her 16 goals for the sea-
son, best in the state. “I just tried to keep it sim-
ple. We knew we had to shoot to score, so we
just had to settle down and play our game.”

Pearl River’s Sarah Fortenberry had the best
scoring chance in the first overtime, when Lady

Bobcats keeper Holly Pike made a diving save
on a hard shot from 25 yards out.

But Pike was out of position when Gustafson
found herself open in front of the goal after Kira
Morrell opened the period with a brilliant run
down the right side off the opening kickoff of
the second overtime.

Morrell got it to Lee on the left side of the net,
Lee’s pass to Gustafson was right on the money
and she buried the shot just inside the right post.

“I felt like I had to do something,” said
Gustafson. “I saw Kira running hard down the
line and I told myself, ‘I have to be in there for
this ball, and this is our opportunity,’

“At first, I thought she was going to cross it
in, but she passed it to Lyndsey and sort of rico-
cheted off her leg and I was able to sneak it in.”

The Lady Wildcats had a 21-13 advantage in
shots, but nine of the Lady Bobcatsí shots were
on goal. 

Pike finished with nine saves, while Koon
had eight stops.

The Pearl River men made it a sweep of the
two games with a 3-0 victory. PRCC (13-2, 10-
0) had already clinched the division title, and
Jones (7-6-2, 5-4-1) was already assured of third
place in the division.

The Wildcats scored all three of their goals in
the first 16 minutes of play, and were never se-
riously threatened. 

Tyler Polderman scored first at the 3:42 mark,
assisted by Mark Mangum, then Sam Lawson
got his first goal of the season on a pass from
Romar Smith at 7:27, and Smith closed out the
scoring at 15:10, assisted by Chance Bourdene. 

The Wildcats will play the winner of the first-
round clash between Jones and Northwest on
Oct. 31 in the MACJC State Tournament semi-
finals at Hinds. 

The Lady Wildcats will play either Meridian
or Hinds in their state semifinal match.

Lady Wildcats beat Jones for South title
Both PRCC soccer teams in MACJC event

Pearl River Community College sophomore Lyndsey Lee (8) of Picayune leads the state
in scoring with 16 goals and 12 assists.

Pearl River Community College sophomores Suleiman Carr (33) of Mobile, Ala. and
Kelsey Taylor of Hurley take the offensive with the ball in earlier matches this fall. 

Pearl River Community College sophomore Katelyn Williams (44) of Ocean Springs
moves the ball downfield for the Lady Wildcats, who enter MACJC state playoff action
this coming weekend at Hinds Community College.

Pearl River Community College sophomores Cole Wooten (14) of Lucedale and Romar
Smith of Gulfport battle an opposing player for possession of the ball during a match ear-
lier this fall at the PRCC soccer complex.
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PRCC football finishes season 2-7

2015 FOOTBALL RESULTS
Date          Opponent               Result   
Aug. 27    Coahoma (A)            W, 32-6
Sept. 3      Holmes (A)               L, 14-34   
Sept. 10    Hinds (H)                  L, 7-35
Sept. 17    Jones County (A)       L, 6-34
Sept. 24    Southwest (H)            L, 27-31  
Oct. 3      Copiah-Lincoln (A)    W, 17-9
Oct. 8      Miss. Gulf Coast (A)   L, 10-41
Oct. 17    Northeast (H)              L, 23-26  
Oct. 22    East Central (H)          L, 3-20

Wildcat freshman quarterback Matt Williams (12) of Lancaster (Tenn.) Christian lands on
his head after a running play during action against Copiah-Lincoln Oct. 3.

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

The defense showed up for Pearl River
Community College, but the offense was once
again nowhere to be found Oct. 22 against
East Central.

As a result, the Warriors took a 20-3 victory
over the Wildcats in the season finale for
PRCC. 

Pearl River finished 2-7 overall and 1-5 in
the South Division, while the Warriors (7-2, 4-
2) will continue their season next week in the
MACJC semifinals at East Mississippi.

“I think we got locked in on what they were
doing,” said PRCC coach William Jones. “We
thought if we set some edges, I thought we’d
have a chance. But it’s just hard to play with
your backs against the wall all the time.”

Turnovers proved to be PRCC’s downfall, as
three fumbles and an interception led directly
to 13 of the Warriors’ points.

East Central used a big pass play to jump on
top with 3:29 left in the first quarter, when
Jesse Hosket connected with Henri Murphy on
a 51-yard touchdown pass. 

The Wildcats got their only points of the
night midway through the second quarter after
driving as far as the East Central 2-yard-line
before settling for Brennan O’Keefe’s 22-yard
field goal.

Later in the second quarter, the Wildcats lost
a fumble at their own 7-yard line, and Hosket
needed just one play to find Kabion Ento in the
back of the end zone for a touchdown.

The Warriors had two golden opportunities
in the second half after recovering a Wildcat
fumble at the PRCC 17, then intercepting a
pass and returning the pick to the Wildcat 23.

Highlight of season was 17-9
victory over No. 1 Co-Lin

Both times, however, Pearl River denied
ECCC a first down and the Warriors were
forced to settle for field goals of 23 and 36
yards by Aaron Garrett.

The Wildcats also stopped East Central four
times on fourth down.

“Everybody gave it their all,” said PRCC
linebacker Jarkeith Ruffin. “We had a couple
of tough breaks on the offensive side, but
everybody played hard.”

However, PRCC only converted 3 of 14
third-downs and totaled 196 yards of offense
and 11 first downs.

East Central was led offensively by fresh-
man Tredarian Gamble, who ran 23 times for
139 yards and caught five passes for 38 yards. 

“We told each other just to play your hearts
out,” said Wildcat safety Tavarious Moore,
who has committed to Southern Miss. “We
tried to stop them as much as we could, even
with bad field position.

“You just have to play for your teammates,
no matter what. Just go out and do your job
each and every play. I hope I can take every-
thing I learned here on to D-1.”

Wildcat players and coaches, led by offensive line coach Steve Sorrells, celebrate Pearl
River’s 17-9 upset over then-No. 1-ranked Co-Lin on Oct. 3.

PRCC sophomore defensive lineman Kendrick Hair (19) of Jones, Fla., and sophomore
linebacker Jarkeith Ruffin (9) of West Lauderdale team up to tackle a Co-Lin ball-carrier.

Wildcat linebacker Jarkeith Ruffin (9) tackles a Co-Lin run-
ner during the Wildcats’ victory over the Wolves.

Upper left, a swarm of
PRCC defenders bring
down East Central’s Henri
Murphy after a short gain
during junior college football
action Oct. 22 in Poplarville.
Bottom left, an East Central
defender draws a bead on
Pearl River quarterback
Marshall Kranz  (16).
Above, PRCC defender
Stevie Scott (3) of Perry
Central goes high to break
up this pass against Co-Lin.
Photos by JuCoWeekly

PRCC defender Deandre Anderson (14) of Picayune sticks
a hand in to break up this pass play against No. 1 Co-Lin
earlier this season. 
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