
POPLARVILLE - Hundreds of
Pearl River Community College
students took advantage of

College Day Thursday to talk
with recruiters from in-state and
out-of-state universities.

Personnel from 12 universities
and three branches of the armed
forces set up displays in Crosby
Hall to five PRCC students a one-
stop information source.

“This is the first time we’ve been
to this fair, but we’ve had quite a
bit of interest,” said Christy
Sevier, recruiter for Louisiana
State University.

PRCC student Marsee Lee of
Columbia collected information
from Sevier and filled out a card to
get on the university’s mailing list.

“I’’m looking at it,” she said
about when asked if she plans to
enroll at LSU.

Other participating schools
were University of South Alabama,
Mississippi College, Jackson

State University, Blue Mountain
College, Mississippi University for
Women, Delta State University,
Mississippi State University,
Tulane University, University of
Mississippi, William Carey
University and University of
Southern Mississippi. Recruiters
from the Marine Corps, Army and

Air Force also were available. 
Dustin Miller was one of dozens

of students filling out address
cards at the William Carey
University table.

“We send them catalogs, applica-
tions, follow-up letters,” said re-
cruiter Amanda Freeney.

Several students who had al-
ready made visits to Carey’s
Hattiesburg campus stopped to
chat with Freeney as they made
their way through the display area.

Lashunbra Hooker of Prentiss
talked with Shelley McNees, re-
cruiter for MUW about the visit

she made to the Columbus campus
while still in high school. Although
she wanted to attend MUW,
Hooker has decided to continue
her education closer to home.

“I’m planning to transfer to
USM and major in biology,” she
said.

POPLARVILLE  -  MACJC state
football champion Pearl River will
get a shot at a second NJCAA na-
tional championship in three years
Dec. 9 when it travels to the
Pilgrim’’s Pride Bowl Classic in
Mount Pleasant, Tex., to do battle
with No. 1-ranked and undefeated
Blinn College (Tex.). 

Kickoff is at 1 p.m. 
The second-ranked Wildcats,

who won their fourth straight
state title with a 21-20 come-from-
behind win over Copiah-Lincoln in
Wesson Nov. 11, won the 2004 na-
tional championship when they de-
feated then-defending champ
Butler (Kan.) 35-14 in the Dalton
Defenders Bowl in Coffeyville,
Kan., to wrap up the year unde-
feated at 12-0. 

PRCC president William Lewis

was elated over the invitation. 
“The opportunity to participate

in the Pilgrim’s Pride Bowl is a
wonderful reward for our football
program’s success this season,” he
said. “And the chance to play for
the national championship for the
second time in three years is a
great tribute to Coach (Tim)
Hatten and the program. 

“This will be a great experience
for our students, fans, and sup-
porters.” 

Hatten echoed Lewis’ senti-
ments. 

“It’s a great thing for our players
and coaches who have worked so
hard to get where we are now,” he
said. “We knew if we took care of
our business against Co-Lin that
we’d have a chance to play Blinn
for the national title. It’s great to

have the opportunity.” 
Blinn College, located in

Brenham, Tex., defeated Kilgore
(Tex.) 20-14 in overtime for the
Texas league championship to
boost its record to a perfect 11-0.  

Pearl River (10-1) avenged its
only loss of the year with its cham-
pionship win over the Wolves, as
Co-Lin pulled off a 31-21 home
upset Sept. 21 to kill the Wildcats’
then-No. 1 national ranking. 

In the title game, PRCC quarter-
back Carlton Hill hit wide receiver
Demetrius Byrd with a 36-yard
touchdown pass with 44 seconds
left to tie the game at 20, then
placekicker Brad Bingham iced the
one-point victory with his extra
point boot. 

This year marks the second time
Pearl River has won or shared four

consecutive titles. 
PRCC also won four straight

from 1925 through 1928 and also
won three straight from 1959
through 1961 with the Wildcats’’
only other national title coming in
1961. Pearl River has won an un-
precedented 19 state titles. 

Jennifer Seal wins seat on
Hancock School Board

POPLARVILLE - Jennifer Seal, a mathematics instructor at
Pearl River Community College, won the Hancock County
School Board District Four seat Nov. 7 by
scoring a convincing victory over incum-
bent Peggy Haas-Ladner and former
Hancock High coach Rocky Gaudin.

Seal, 36, taught a number of years at
Hancock High School, where she was
awarded Teacher of the Year honors a few
years back. Her and her husband own
Seal’s Marketplace on Highway 43.

Unofficial results show Seal collecting
662 votes which is 56.8 percent of the
1,166 votes to overthrow Haas-Ladner
with 354 votes or 30.36 percent. Gaudin
finished with 149 votes, or 12.8 percent.

Seal said she was elated with her victory and she said she
wants to address issues related to transportation, test perform-
ance, rebuilding, and uniforms.

“The children are the real winners here,” said Seal. “My election is a
great honor and I deeply appreciate the confidence and trust the voters
have shown in me. No matter how the people voted, each and every
person will be fully represented. I sincerely hope everyone will join me
as we work to make a difference for the children, parents, and staff of all
Hancock County schools.”  

Seal

PRCC programs qualify for
federal tuition assistance

HATTIESBURG - Four career training programs at PRCC
have been added to the list of those eligible for federal tuition
assistance.

The addition brings to 52 the number of programs at PRCC that
qualify for funding under the 1998 Workforce Investment Act, said
Frankie Lee, WIA program coordinator. Currently, 398 students are re-
ceiving WIA assistance to attend PRCC, she said.

The programs are emergency medical technician, Six Sigma
Black Belt and Six Sigma Green Belt, which deal with stream-
lining processes in the manufacturing and service industries;
and computer aided design. All are taught at the Lowery A.
Woodall Advanced Technology Center in Hattiesburg.

Applications for the spring semester will be available starting
Nov. 20 and will be accepted through Dec. 15. Prospective stu-
dents interested in the programs should contact Lee at 601 544-
5531 before applying.

Spirit of the River band to
march in holiday parades

POPLARVILLE - The Spirit of the River marching band will
represent Pearl River Community College in Christmas parades
throughout the college’s six-county district.

The band will participate in two parades on Nov. 28, march-
ing at 4:30 p.m. in Prentiss and at 6 p.m. in Columbia.

The hometown Poplarville parade will roll at 5 p.m. Dec. 1.
The band will be in Forrest County on Dec. 2 for the Petal pa-

rade at 9:30 a.m. and the Hattiesburg parade at 4:30 p.m.
The Spirit of the River also will travel to Mt. Pleasant, Texas,

for the Dec. 9 Pilgrim’s Pride Bowl. The Wildcats will take on
Blinn (Texas) College for the national championship.

Approximately 140 students make up the Spirit of the River
band, the color guard and the String of Pearls dance squad.

PRCC fan charter bus set
for Pilgrim’s Pride Bowl 

POPLARVILLE  - Pearl River Community College is charter-
ing a fan bus for the No. 2-ranked and MACJC state football
champ Wildcats’ trip to the Pilgrim’’s Pride Bowl Classic in
Mount Pleasant, Tex., Saturday, Dec. 9, to do battle with No. 1-
ranked and undefeated Blinn College (Tex.) for the NJCAA na-
tional championship. 

Cost of the trip is $200 per person and includes transporta-
tion, a hotel room for Friday night, and a game ticket. Rooms
are based on double occupancy, but an additional $75 will ac-
commodate any one who prefers single occupancy. Meal costs
are not included. 

The charter will depart from the PRCC campus from the
home side of Dobie Holden Stadium Friday, Dec. 8, at 7 a.m.
The return trip is immediately after the 1 p.m. game concludes. 

Deadline for payment is Friday, Dec. 1, at noon. 
For more information, telephone the Pearl River Community

College Development Foundation at 601-403-1183. 

PRCC Fall Fest benefits 
local Salvation Army 

HATTIESBURG - Students, faculty and staff at PRCC’s
Forrest County Center donated almost 9,000 cans and packages
of food to the Salvation Army. The food drive was part of the
center’s annual Fall Fest celebration.

The Salvation Army depends on the Fall Fest drive to help
provide food for Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for about
600 families, said Mary Ann Parish, Salvation Army communi-
ty development director.

“It would be a big hurt if we didn’t get it annually,” she said. “It’s got-
ten bigger and bigger. That helps us serve more families.”

The radiologic technology program collected 5,669 items to
take first place in the food drive competition.

“That comes to 157 items per student,” said Dr. Joe Wesley,
career and technical education counselor and food drive coor-
dinator. The students won a pizza party.

Fall Fest also included costume, pumpkin-carving, program
T-shirt and decoration contests along with skits.
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HATTIESBURG - The surgical
technology program at Pearl River
Community College’s Allied
Health Center has been ranked in
the Top 20 nationally.

The ranking comes from the
Accreditation Review Committee
on Education in Surgical
Technology and is based on the
100 percent pass rate attained by
PRCC students who took the
Program Assessment Examination
in July.

“It means a lot to the program,”
said Debbie Hinton, program
chair. “We first started taking in it

’01, so it’s taken us less
than five years to get this
recognition. This test is
part of our continuing
accreditation.”

The accreditation re-
view program is part of
the national Association
of Surgical Technolo-
gists.

Sixteen students grad-
uated this past summer
from the surgical technolo-
gy program at the Forrest County
Center and took the test in July.

“They passed with flying colors,

but I didn’’t think we’’d
be that high up,”
Hinton said. “We work
real hard for that.”

The PRCC surgical
technology program can
accept up to 24 students
per year and is one of nine
programs offered at the
Allied Health Center.

“We always knew we
had an excellent pro-

gram, but our ranking on
the national examination verifies
that,” said Dr. Cecil Burt, dean of
the Forrest County Center. “We’re

very proud of our students and fac-
ulty.”

Approximately 300 students are
enrolled in the nine allied health
programs at the Forrest County
Center - Occupational Therapy
Assistant, Medical Laboratory
Technology, Dental Hygiene,
Respiratory Care Practitioner,
Practical Nursing, Physical
Therapist Assistant, Surgical
Technologist, Dental Assisting
and Radiologic Technology.

For more information about any
of the Allied Health programs, call
601 554-5505.

Surgical technology program among nation’s best

Hinton

Wildcats set sights on another national crown
Tim Hatten at PRCC

Year   Record
2002      7-3
2003    10-1
2004    12-0
2005      8-1
2006    10-1
Total    47-6 

Members of the 2006 PRCC football team celebrate their fourth straight Mississippi Association of Community/Junior College state titles.  
Photos by Mitch Deaver.

College recruiters visit PRCC campus

William Carey Univeristy recruiter Amanda Freeney talks with PRCC student Dustin Miller of
Waveland about possibly attending Carey. 

                                          



Stress is a part of everyday life, and campus life is
no exception. Final exams begin on Dec. 11 and many
students will feel the pressures. Tension is often the
first sign of stress. Some symptoms of stress include:

Rapid heartbeat and breathing, sweating or sweaty
palms, headache, stiff neck and/or tightness in the
shoulders, backaches, upset stomach, nausea, or diar-
rhea, Irritability, feelings of frustration, losing your
temper for minor things, inability to concentrate or
focus on tasks, Feelings of exhaustion or fatigue.

Chronic stress can lead to more serious problems
and increase your vulnerability to illnesses such as
colds and minor infections. If left untreated,
chronic stress can lead to cardiovascular dis-
ease and increase the severity of diseases
such as arthitis, asthma, peptic ulcer and
acid reflux disease, irritable bowel syn-
drome, and many others. 

Here are a few things you can do to keep
daily stress at a controllable level.

■ Take care of yourself.,    
■ Get plenty of rest.
Our bodies need sleep to heal and rejuve-

nate from the day’s stressors. Eat well bal-
anced and nutritious meals. Avoid alcohol or
limit your alcohol intake and don’t smoke. 

■ Exercise. 
Take a walk around campus with a friend, work out

in the wellness center, or sign up for intramurals. 

■ Learn to manage your time. Don’t wait until the
last minute to study for final exams or complete a
project. Prioritize the demands on your time.
Remember how good it feels when you complete a
task that you have been dreading and putting off. 

■ Learn some relaxation techniques - Breathing ex-
ercises, aromatherapy, yoga, or just listen to some re-
ally good music. Attend a worship service in Malone
Chapel on Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. or go to Movie
Night on Tuesdays in the cafeteria. (Contact
Christopher Miller, President of the CSU at 601-606-
7653 for worship service information)

■ Examine your behavior. Some people
experience stress because their personal be-
liefs conflict with the way they are living
their life. Don’’t allow peer pressure to in-
fluence you into doing something you don’’t
personally agree with or really want to do.

■ Look for the humor in life. How many
times in your life have you heard the old say-
ings “Laughter is the best medicine” and
the Biblical axiom “A merry heart doeth
good like a medicine”? An article in the
Journal of the American Medical
Association provides scientific evidence

that laughter helps the body to provide its
own medications (endorphins) to decrease pain and
produce infection fighting proteins. 

■ Ask for help.  Talk to a teacher, counselor, preach-

er/priest, or a well-trusted family or friend or medical
professional. Studies have shown that students with a
supportive group of family/friends manage stress bet-
ter. Health Services has information regarding stress
and crisis counseling available for students and can
assist in referrals to local doctors and clinics.

If you feel that life is too much or you can’’t handle
the stress anymore, there are a number of places that
you can call for confidential and even anonymous
help. Listed below are a few.

Pine Grove Counseling Center of Picayune, 1-877-
303-6829

Family Therapy, Hattiesburg, 601-266-5475
Community Assessment, Hattiesburg, 601-266-

4601
Substance Abuse Information, 1-800-662-HELP

(4357) U.S. DHHS
Gulf Coast Mental Health 24 Hour Crisis Hotline,

1-800-681-0798
Alcoholics Anonymous (Pearl River County) 
Domestic Violence Services 24 Hour Hotline,  1

800-800-1396
Memorial Hospital Behavioral Health Services,

228-831-1700
Pine Belt Mental Health, 228-863-1132
Sexual Assault Center 24 Hour Hotline, 601-264-

7777
Area hospital and physician office numbers are list-

ed for students needing medical attention after Health

Services Clinic hours.
Pearl River County Hospital After Hours Clinic,

Monday-Friday, 5 p.m.-10 p.m.,  601-795-4543
Wesley Medical Center-24 Hour Emergency Care,

Hattiesburg, 601-268-8000
Forrest General Hospital 24-Hour Emergency Care,

Hattiesburg, 601-288-7000
Highland Community Hospital- 24-Hour ER Care,

Picayune, 601-798-4711
After Hours Clinic, Hattiesburg, Monday-Friday, 7

a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday 8 a.m.-6 p.m., Sunday 12-6 p.m.
601-261-5710

Immediate Care, Hattiesburg, Monday-Saturday, 8
a.m.-10 p.m., Sunday, 1 p.m.-10 p.m., 601-261-3737

Pearl River County Health Department, 601-798-
6212; Vaccines, STD testing and counseling.

■ Approximately 100 faculty, staff, and students re-
ceived the flu vaccine on Nov. 1 on the Poplarville
campus. 

Flu vaccines are still available at the health depart-
ment and at local physician offices. 

■ TThhee HHeeaalltthh SSeerrvviicceess CClliinniicc iiss ooppeenn MMoonnddaayy
tthhrroouugghh FFrriiddaayy 88 aa..mm--33 pp..mm.. dduurriinngg tthhee ffaallll aanndd sspprriinngg
sseemmeesstteerrss oorr ccaallll eexxtt.. 11330033.. DDoorrmmiittoorryy ssttuuddeennttss
sshhoouulldd nnoottiiffyy tthhee hheeaadd rreessiiddeenntt aanndd//oorr ccaammppuuss ppoolliiccee
aatt 440033--11330000 ffoorr eemmeerrggeenncciieess aatt nniigghhtt aanndd wweeeekkeennddss..

WWiisshhiinngg tthhee bbeesstt ttoo aallll ooff oouurr ssttuuddeenntt dduurriinngg ffiinnaall
eexxaammss aanndd tthhaatt eevveerryyoonnee hhaass aa ssaaffee aanndd HHaappppyy
TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg aanndd MMeerrrryy CChhrriissttmmaass.. 
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By LORIE LIEBIG
Dixie Drawl Staff Writer

In the past few months, the band OK Go has
exploded onto the music scene after years of
flying under the mainstream radar, all thanks to
some great songs, the Internet, and a few good
dance moves. 

When commended on the band’s choreo-
graphed dance skills, bassist Tim Nordwind
replied, “Good, good, it’s all smoke and mir-
rors,” with a sincere laugh. Nordwind continues
to explain where the concept for “Here It Goes
Again” came from.

“Well, it all basically stems from the fact that
we’ve had two videos that we shot ourselves
where we’re doing choreographed dance,”
Nordwind said by phone from California.

“The first one we shot was for ‘A Million
Ways,’ which was off of our record ‘Oh No’, and
that dance was originally made only to perform
at the end of our live shows, and we made a
video of ourselves rehearsing just so that we
could kind of see it. We thought it was funny, so
we made a link and showed our friends. 

“When our friends saw it they were like, ‘this
should really be your video,’ but at the time we
had to pick another single with the label and
plans to make a more big budget video were al-
ready on the way. We were kind of focused on a
single called ‘Do What You Want,’ but everyone
was like, ‘you should really put out “A Millon
Ways,”’ because the video is fantastic. We were
just kind of, ‘yeah, whatever, we’ll see.’

“Then, some friends of ours began to pass it
around to their friends, and pretty soon it was
on some blog sites and MySpace pages, and
this is just before YouTube had really taken off,
so it was mostly MySpace and that kind of
thing. About a month after we started showing

our friends it had been downloaded 100,000
times.”

Their video for “Here It Goes Again” has now
been watched more than 1,500,000 times on
YouTube alone. Even though OK Go has be-
come a recent success, the band has had a long
history dating back to the bandmates’ child-
hoods.

“We (Nordwind and lead singer Damian
Kulash) were 11 and 12 at summer camp in
northern Michigan and it was a sort of art
camp,” said Norwind. “We had a class together
which was sort of like a drawing class, and we
had a really sort of smelly, bohemian artist
hover over us while we would draw. He gave us
his best sort of psychedelic wizardry advice all
the time.

“One of the things he would do is he would
come over and while you were drawing he
would say, “OK, now, feel the tree,” if we were
drawing a tree. Then he would say, “now, touch
the paper, now, draw the tree.” And even
though I had never stopped drawing, he would
still stand there and say, “OK...OK...OK, go!

“That was supposed to be his magic words of ad-
vice to make you the ultimate artist. It’s not that funny,
but it was an inside joke and he ended up saying it so
much that it kind of stuck with us. It turned into an in-
side joke and then it just kind of turned into the name
for a few art projects that Damian and I did together
and eventually it became the name of the band.”

When asked about the huge success of Here
It Goes Again, Nordwind responded, “It’s pret-
ty crazy. It was funny for us because when we
initially handed the video in for our label, we
basically said. ‘Here’s something we’ve done,
don’t expect us to do it live unless some big
show comes calling, like the VMA’s,’ but that
was kind of like a joke, you know, because we
never really thought we would be on the VMA’s.

“Probably about two weeks later, they actual-
ly called and we were really pretty nervous at
first because it had been about a year since we
actually had made the video and none of us re-
ally expected to see that routine again.

“One, it’s a little bit scary and it’s kind of dan-
gerous and we all just sort of felt like OK, we
got through it the first time, let’s not ever press
our luck again. But, you know, when the VMA’s
come calling you kind of have to, I think.

“We felt like we were tourists in
‘Famousland;’ we’re not used to being under the
roof of so many famous people at one time. It
was a huge relief when it was over, but we re-
hearsed for about a week and we sort of re-
hearsed it military style.”

He continued with a laugh, “We would just
run it over and over again and then we would
do different things, like we would run the rou-
tine and throw things at each other and we
would turn the lights on and off and the music
on and off and just think of any kind of distrac-
tion we possibly could so that when we actual-
ly did it, we would be prepared for whatever
could possibly happen.

“In the end, I’m glad we did it that way be-
cause nothing can really prepare you for the ac-
tual moment because it’s pretty nerve wracking
to look out into the audience full of  Paris
Hiltons and Justin Timberlakes, but then to
also think how many millions of people are
watching at that point in time is nerve wrack-
ing as well. I feel like we did the best kind of
training we could have to go the front lines.”

OK Go is currently on tour throughout the
rest of 2006 and plans on recording its third
album and continue touring throughout the
next year.

■ LLoorriiee LLiieebbiigg iiss aa ffrreesshhmmaann ssttuuddeenntt ffrroomm
CCaarrrriieerree.. 

Internet helps OK Go group explode
onto the national music scene

HEALTHWATCH: Stress comes with final exams; take precautions

Efforts to spruce up the Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg are well underway. One phase of the project included clearing brush and de-
brie from Burkett’s Creek, which runs through the campus, and adding a rock landscape. In the background, work is nearly complete on the
new walking bridge, linking a new parking lot with the Allied Health Center. Future plans call for landscaping the area around the bridge.

By William F. Coston, Ph.D.
Special to the Dixie Drawl

The 2006 mid-term elections
have passed, and a new day has
dawned for political leadership in
the United States.

The major news media polls had
predicted a Democratic take over
of the U. S. House. However, few
political experts had predicted a
win for Democrats in the Senate. 

This was not just a win for
Democrats, but a message to
Republicans that the voters were
unhappy with both the executive
and legislative branches of govern-
ment.

The writing was on the wall, so
to speak, in that surveys of voter
satisfaction rated Mr. Bush in the
mid 30s and Congress around 25
as related to the percent of  overall
voter approval prior to the elec-
tion. 

The message was even more
convincing as Democratic incum-
bents retained their seats and
Republican incumbents lost seat
after seat in the House and Senate.

Why were American voters so
dissatisfied with Washington?
Election exit polls, particularly in
the Midwestern states, indicate
several problems for the
Republican Party.

The perception of political cor-
ruption was on the voters’ minds. 

The Jack Abramoff scandal
which tied Tom Delay and other
key Republicans to unethical and
perhaps illegal activity was a fac-
tor.  More recently uncovered scan-
dals involving Congressman Mark
Foley, Republican from Florida and
the inappropriate behavior of the
evangelical leader Ted Haggart
from Colorado, who has had ties to
Republicans, were also negatives. 

These scandals along with re-
maining questions about how con-
tracts were let for American com-
panies in Iraq, especially
Halliburton, who was headed by
Mr. Cheney a few years ago, also
added to the perception of corrup-
tion in Washington. 

Perceptions may or may not deal
with reality. The famous sociolo-
gist W. I. Thomas once opined
“that what a person perceives to be
real, for that person, it is real.”
The war in Iraq and the leadership
of Donald Rumsfeld was another

trouble spot for Republicans. 
The course in Iraq remains un-

clear to many voters. If there is a
clear plan, then the Bush
Administration has not communi-
cated with the voters. For exam-
ple, the slogan that the President
uses “we must stay the course” is
ambiguous.

What does this mean? Is this a
5, 10, 50-year plan?  Or, is this a
noble attempt to completely
change the culture of  Iraq? If so,
cultures change very slowly and
our great-grandchildren will still
be there.

Thus, for many voters the
Republican Party has created the
perception of a lack of honesty and
credibility. The voters wanted
change.   

The strategy of the Democrats
prior to the elections worked well.
It was a “give them enough rope
and they will hang themselves”
type of strategy.

The Democrats sensed the
mood of the voters and let the
process play out.  A point of inter-
est is that many of the newly elect-
ed Democrats are conservative to
centrist politically.  It will be fasci-
nating to watch Ms. Pelosi, the
first woman Speaker of the House,
as she attempts to unify such a di-
verse group of Democrats. 

Should she be successful then
the Democrats will have the edge
in 2008.

As for our Mississippi
Democratic members of the
House, Mr. Thompson’s and Mr.
Taylor’s opportunities abound.
Key committee appointments
should be in their futures.

Senators Lott and Cochran, both
senior Republicans, are wise and
experienced politicians who are ca-
pable of leading their party in
working with the new Democratic
leadership.

Mr. Lott and Mr. Cochran have
demonstrated in the past the abili-
ty to be flexible and keep the best
interest of the people of
Mississippi in mind.

Therefore, the Mississippi
Congressional delegation will
work effectively in representing
our state. 

■ DDrr.. CCoossttoonn iiss aa ssoocciioollooggyy iinn--
ssttrruuccttoorr aanndd ccoooorrddiinnaattoorr ooff ssoocciiooll--
ooggyy aanndd ppssyycchhoollooggyy aatt PPRRCCCC..

War, scandals
worked against
Republican Party

By TOM SMITH
Manager of Student Activities

A new Intramural Flag Football
Champion was crowned on Nov.
9th at PRCC’s Dobie Holden
Stadium, when the two-time de-
fending champs “The Has-Beens”
faced a true underdog “Team
Chance”. 

The game had plenty of high-
lights as well as a huge perform-
ance by the games MVP, Patton
Stanley. The game was controlled
from start to finish as Team
Chance won 38-28. 

The Has-Beens came into the
game riding the momentum of a
perfect 8-0 season, not to mention
a three-year undefeated win
streak. The Has-Beens breezed
through the regular season, and
the playoffs with little resistance. 

Team Chance, who finished the
season with a 1-7 record, used the
playoffs to develop a lot of momen-
tum of its own. Although Team
Chance had a 1-7 record in the reg-
ular season, they hadn’t lost a
game by over 7 points all season.
Each game Team Chance played,
they seemed to be more organized
and were executing with better re-
sults. Because of their record,

Team Chance had a 4th seed in the
tournament. They defeated the
6th and 2nd seeded teams to qual-
ify for the finals. 

The Flag Football Final was an
exciting game that was controlled
from start to finish by the new
champions, Team Chance. Team
Chance jumped out to an early lead
and never looked back.

They led by 10 points for most
of the game, and never seemed to
be bothered by their two-time un-
defeated opponents, the Has-
Beens. 

After the game, Team Chance
stated that teamwork, dedication,
and cleats were all they needed to
upend the defending champs.
They also stated that the Has-
Beens underestimated them and
their potential, due to their regular
season record. The new champs
also stated that the old champs fi-
nally lived up to their name, The
“Has-Beens”.

The December schedule for stu-
dent activities includes the World
Series Texas Hold ‘em Finals,  and
movie nights every Tuesday at
7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.

For questions, contact Tom
Smith at the Student Activities
Office at 403-1327. 

Chemistry comes at right time for
Intramural flag football champs

Team Chance defeated The has
Beens 38-28 to win the
Intramural Flag Football
Championship. Members of the
team included from left:
Front row - Justin Barrett of
Wiggins, Justin Kopf of Kiln,
Chance Whitfield of Picayune,
Patton Stanley of Waynesboro
Center - Robert Pullens of
Catahoula
Back row - Michael Landreaux of
Poplarville, Rodrick Pullman of
Pearlington, Dean Pierce of
Poplarville, Braxton Necaise of
Kiln.

Flag football
champions
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A visit to Mississippi State

is the best way to experience

the excitement of campus life.

Touring campus will show you

all that Mississippi’s largest university

has to offer, as well as what to expect

when you make the transition from

community/junior college to

Mississippi State University

State
yourchoice

Make your choice MSU.

Office of Admissions and Scholarships
Contact:  John Dickerson

P.O. Box 6334
Mississippi State, MS 39762-6334

Campus Visit:  662-325-0539
Admissions and Scholarships:  662-325-2224
Publication Mailing Requests:  662-325-3077

Fax:  662-325-1MSU
admit@msstate.edu

msstate.edu

MSU is an equal opportunity institution.

Snakes at PRCC

Herpetologist Terry Vandevender of Jackson holds a corn snake, one of 55 species of snakes
found in Mississippi, during a presentation to the Alpha Omega science club Vandevender specializes in
studying snakes of the Gulf Coast plains and the northern Amazon regions. 

POPLARVILLE - Ginny Warren
Miller has been named Humanities
Teacher of the Year at Pearl River
Community College.

Miller, a psychology
instructor,  lectured on
“A Sensational Journey
to Healing, Hope and
Wholeness” on Oct. 17.

The Mississippi
Humanities Council cel-
ebrates October as Arts
and Humanities Month
by presenting the
Humanities Teacher
Awards to a faculty
member at each institu-
tion of higher learning in
the state. Each recipient must
make a public presentation based
on scholarly research and receives
a $500 cash award.

“It was an honor, for sure,”
Miller said. “I’ve had such respect
for the people in our department

who have received it over the
years.”

Miller teaches general psycholo-
gy and child psychology
and is the adviser for
the PRCC chapter of
Phi Theta Kappa inter-
national honor society.

PRCC President
William Lewis nominat-
ed Miller on the recom-
mendation of Martha
Willoughby, chair of the
Department of Human-
ities and Social
Sciences.

Willoughby cited
three factors in recom-

mending Miller - her leadership
role with Phi Theta Kappa, her
concern for students and her selec-
tion as a Faculty Scholar at Phi
Theta Kappa’s International
Honor’s Institute at the University
of Delaware.

“She’s just always involved in
things above and beyond the class-
room,” Willoughby said.

A native of Sandy Hook, Miller
earned her bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from the University of
Southern Mississippi and is li-
censed by the Mississippi State
Board for Licensed Professional
Counselors.

She has taught at PRCC for 12
years.

Miller terms her work with Phi
Theta Kappa a mixed blessing.

“It’s a lot of work but it’s such
meaningful work,” she said. “All of
my students know that I’m all
about meaning and connecting
with people in a real way. We have
opportunities to travel and I get to
expose them to things they won’t
see if they weren’t involved.”

Miller lives in Poplarville with
her 6-year-old son, Harrison, and
an assortment of pets. 

Ginny Miller lectures at
PRCC on healing and hope

Miller

POPLARVILLE - Eighty-three students at Pearl
River Community College were inducted Oct. 12 into
the Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa international
honor society.

Only full-time students who maintain a 3.4 grade
point average and are recommended by a faculty
member are eligible to belong to the society.

The students became members during a candle-
lighting ceremony at Olivia Bender Cafeteria on the
Poplarville campus.

“Phi Theta Kappa is the largest honor society in the
world,” said Ginny Miller, chapter co-adviser and psy-
chology instructor. “It is an honor to be here.”

Membership is indicative of academic excellence
and future success, PRCC President William Lewis
told the new members.

“As days go by, you’ll realize how very important
this induction ceremony is,” he said. “It signifies that
you are the best of the best. You have achieved in your
scholarly pursuits. It gives you an opportunity to open
some doors to success that might not otherwise have
opened to you.”

The new members include Cynthia Alexander of
Hattiesburg, Todd Aultman of Sumrall, Sonja Baker of
Hattiesburg, Pamela Barkley of Foxworth, Benjamin
Benson of Hattiesburg, Laurie Berges of Carriere,
Bruce Blakeney of Poplarville, Melinda Bliss of
Carriere, Robert Bliss of Carriere, Kyle Boehl of
Diamondhead, Amy Bordelon of Pearlington, Crystal
Bowler of Hattiesburg, Shari Bryant of Prentiss, Jodie
Burge of Columbia, Tabitha Burque of Picayune,
Larita Campos of Perkinston, April Carter of Bay St.
Louis, Karen Castigliola of Picayune, Jeanne Chu of
Poplarville, Danny Crawford of Foxworth;

Also, Zach Crawford of Hattiesburg, Amanda Crews

of Lumberton, Loretta Crocker of Perkinston, Lindsey
Cuevas of Perkinston, Tia Cuevas of Kiln, Christine
Dugas of Poplarville, Jenna Dubuisson of Perkinston,
Samantha Dyess of Bassfield, Erica Eden of Carriere,
John Evans of Picayune, Sarah Forbes of Sandy Hook,
Annette Freeman of Bogue Chitto, Shawn Freeman of
Carriere, Julie Gandy of Carriere, Ashley Garfield of
Kiln, Samanta Garcia of Hattiesburg, Benita Graham
of Columbia, Sherry Graham of Foxworth, Jennifer
Green of Sumrall, Janie Griner of Columbia, Linda
Guillet of Carriere; 

Also, Emma Harris of Kiln, Kassie Holston of
Carriere, Brandi Jefferson of Bassfield, Jennifer Jones
of Poplarville, Corey Ladner of Poplarville, Katie
Lambert of Hattiesburg, Robert Lancaster of
Lumberton, Kevin LeBlanc of Bay St. Louis, Tiffany
Morris Lopez of Picayune, Carley Lowe of Foxworth,
Joy Lowery of Picayune, Talley Martin of Carriere,
Allison McElveen of Franklinton, La., Shanteds
McGrew of Picayune, Whitney Miller of Poplarville,
Roxanne Noel of Poplarville, Jerald Paschke of
Picayune, John Pounds of Foxworth;

Also, Michael Pounds of Foxworth, Matthew Riehm
of Picayune, Amanda Riley of Sumrall, Benjamin
Rushing of Columbia, Allison Saucier of Columbia,
Holly Saucier of Sumrall, Brand Schmid of
Poplarville, Angelique Shelnick of Carriere, Aaron
Simmons of Hattiesburg, Daniel Slade of Sumrall,
Brittany Smith of Carson, Jennifer Smith of Picayune,
Laken Stamps of Hattiesburg, Courtney Summers of
Kokomo, Emily VanLandingham of Hazlehurst, Alvin
Walsh III of Kiln, Brittany Walters of Foxworth, Brock
White of Columbia, Clint Whitley of Hattiesburg,
Julie Williams of Poplarville, Shane Wilson of
Bassfield and Michelle Ybarzabal of Picayune. 

Top PRCC students
join honor society

Laurie Berges of Carriere lights a candle from the symbolic torch of knowledge as she and 82 other
PRCC students were inducted into Phi Theta Kappa international honor society.

         



H O M E C O M I N G 2 0 0 6
The DIXIE DRAWLNovember 2006 • Pg. 4

POPLARVILLE - The Pearl
River Community College Alumni
Association honored two long-time
members during the Homecoming
Luncheon and Annual Meeting on
Oct. 21, on the Poplarville campus.

P.W. Polk Jr. of Picayune was
honored as Alumnus of the Year
and Wayne Alexander of
Poplarville received the
Distinguished Service
Award.

Both men have a long
history of devotion to
their alma mater, serving
as unofficial goodwill
ambassadors, said Ernie
Lovell, executive direc-
tor of the PRCC
Development
Foundation and Alumni
Assn.

“P.W Polk has a long-time in-
volvement with the school and was
heavily involved with several cam-
paigns,” Lovell said. “He just
comes highly recom-
mended by the selection
committee. Wayne has
been involved on a num-
ber of committees that
have helped create the
new dormitories and
such.”

Alumni involvement
such as that by Polk and
Alexander is essential to
PRCC’s success, Lovell
said.

“They help us grow and
have more finances available to
support our students and our pro-
grams,” he said.

Polk earned an associate’s de-
gree in business administration
from PRCC in 1958 before trans-
ferring to the University of
Southern Mississippi. He worked
in employee relations and human
resources in Bay St. Louis and
New Orleans before being named
assistant vice president of First
National Bank of Picayune. He re-
tired from the bank in 2000.

Basketball brought Polk to
PRCC where he was a member of
the 1958 Championship Team.

“I had made plans to go to
Southern, then was offered a bas-
ketball scholarship to go to Pearl
River,” he said. “It was not a real
difficult transition because I knew
a lot of the students. A number of
them were from Picayune itself
and a number of the others I knew
and had played ball against in the
past.”

Since graduating from PRCC,
Polk has been an active member of
the Alumni Association and the
Development Foundation as well

as serving on the Malone Chapel
Fund-raising Committee.

He is a charter member of the
Pearl River County chapter of the
Alumni Association.

“I feel an obligation to stay ac-
tive in some way because of what
the school gave to me,” he said.

“In terms of a two-year
period of my life, that
was very memorable and
perhaps got me off to a
good start.”

Polk and his wife,
Betty, are the parents of
three children. 

Alexander first attend-
ed PRCC for a semester
immediately after gradu-
ating from high school.
He recalls a combination

of poor study habits and a
low draft number during the
height of the Vietnam War con-
vinced him to drop out of school
and join the U.S. Navy. After two

years of military service,
he resumed his educa-
tion.

“I went to school on
the GI Bill and ended up
making the Dean’s List
while I was there,” he
said. Alexander earned a
degree in drafting and
worked in the PRCC
maintenance department
while going to school.

“When I came back, I
was in my early 20’s, mar-

ried with a new baby,” he said. “We
lived in Bilbo Hall. There were a
lot of young married couples in
there with us. We were in one of
the luxury apartments ... we had
two rooms.

He has fond memories of a
snowfall that stranded the stu-
dents in their apartment building.

“We were all kind of stuck,” he
said. “We threw together what we
all had and made a big pot of
homemade soup.”

Alexander worked in several
fields after leaving PRCC but has
spent the past 20 in the banking
business. He is City President of
the Poplarville branch of
BankPlus.

He is serving his second year as
chairman of the PRCC
Development Foundation and
served on the search committee
that hired Lovell and on the PRCC
Student Housing Corporation.

Alexander continues his involve-
ment with PRCC because of “the
people that I met and the contacts
I got there.”

He and his wife, Mary, are the
parents of a son.

Polk, Alexander
PRCC honorees

Polk

Alexander

Dr. William Lewis, president of Pearl River Community College, presents a plaque to Phil “Doc” Hudson
of Poplarville, inducting him into the PRCC Sports Hall of Fame. Hudson, who was accompanied by
nurse Rhona Saucier, spent 20 years as PRCC’s unpaid athletic trainer. Also inducted into thePRCC
Sports  Hall of Fame were, from left, Larry Stanford of Lumberton, PRCC public relations director and
the Wildcat radio announcer for 29 years; Joe R. Newton of Hattiesburg, a member of the 1958 and
1959 football teams; and John McElroy of Columbia, who played football on the 1957 and 1958 Wildcat
teams.

Clint Whitley, left, recipient of the Keith Daniels Scholarship, and Seth Hayden, right, recipient of the
Dobie Holden Scholarship, were recognized during homecoming. They are shown with Earlora Holden,
seated, widow of Dobie Holden, and Scott and Sunny Daniels Hall, standing, son-in-law and daughter
of the late Keith Daniels. Whitley is the son of Rhett Whitley and Sharon Stahler, both of Oak Grove. He
is a sophomore offensive lineman and a business major. Hayden is the son of Sally and Daniel Hayden
of Carriere. He is a running back and sports administration major. The late Dobie Holden was PRCC’s
head coach from 1948 to 1966. The late Keith Daniels passed away in 2000 during his sixth season.

POPLARVILLE - Robin Nikita
Drake of Hattiesburg, the daugh-
ter of Rev. Robert L. Drake of
Hattiesburg, was crowned queen
of Pearl River Community
College’s Homecoming court on
Oct. 21 in Dobie Holden Stadium.

A sophomore early childhood
education major, Drake graduated
from Hattiesburg High School.
She has been a member of the
Spirit of the River marching band
color guard for two years. She also
serves as a resident dormitory as-
sistant and received the child de-
velopment technology scholarship.
Her escort was her father.

Drake’s court included Ashley
Christine Ladner of Waveland as
Student Body maid. The Forrest
County Center maid was Jessica
Nicolle Lanham of Sumrall. The
Hancock Center maid was Emily
Marie Owens of Kiln. The Football
maid was Tamika Ebony Buckley
of Bassfield. 

Sophomore maids were Jessica
Ann Boehmer and Jaclyn Leslie

Allen of Oak Grove. Freshman
maids were Sunni Melissa Smith
of Carriere, Allison Renee Bynum
of Picayune and Courtney Nicole
Dossett of Collins.

Buckley is the daughter of
Deandera Clavo and Thomas
Buckley Sr. of Bassfield. She is a
sophomore business administra-
tion major. She was a freshman
maid in high school and a member
of her high school’s marching
band. She is a work study in the
learning lab on the PRCC campus.
Her escort was her father.

Lanham is the daughter of
Herman D. and Teresa Lanham of
Sumrall. She is a second-year
PRCC student in her first year in
the medical radiography program.
She is the recipient of a scholastic
excellence scholarship, the Miss
PRCC Wildcat scholarship and
ComSouth Scholarship. Her escort
was her father.

Owens is the daughter of Jeff
and Tammy McGuire of Pass
Christian. She is a freshman ma-

joring in nutrition. She was a
homecoming maid and cheer-
leader at Hancock High School.

Her escort was her stepfather,
Jeff McGuire.

Ladner is the daughter of Elaine
Ladner and the late Vernon Ladner
of Waveland. She is a sophomore
majoring in business fashion and
merchandise. She is a two-year
member of the PRCC cheerleading
squad and a member of the spring
String of Pearls. She is also a re-
cipient of the Deep Sea Fishing
Rodeo Pageant scholarship. Her
escort was her brother, Vernon
Ladner Jr.

Boehmer is the daughter of
Barbara and Herb Bennett of Oak
Grove. She is a sophomore sports
medicine major. She is a member
of the Lady Wildcat soccer team
and the Catholic Student
Association on campus. Her escort
was her stepfather, Herb Bennett.

Allen is the daughter of Randy
and Angelia Allen of Oak Grove.
She is a sophomore sports medi-

cine major. She is a student athlet-
ic trainer and played on the
women’s soccer team her freshman
year, and received academic,
sports medicine and art scholar-
ships. She also made the national
dean’s list her freshman year. Her
escort was her father.

Smith is the daughter of Jon and
Missi Smith of Carriere. She is a
freshman majoring in secondary
education and speech. She is a
cheerleader and the recipient of
leadership and Junior Miss schol-
arships. Her escort was her father.

Bynum is the daughter of Mike
and Jan Bynum of Picayune. She is
a freshman majoring in pharma-
ceutical sales. 

She is a member of the String of
Pearls and recipient of a leadership
scholarship. Her escort was her fa-
ther.

Dossett is the daughter of Carla
and Tim Dossett of Collins. She is
a freshman athletic training major.
She is a student athletic trainer.
Her escort was her father.

Pearl River Community College’s 2006 Homecoming court, and queen Robin Drake, a sophomore from Hattiesburg, were presented on
Oct. 21  before the PRCC-Southwest football game. The Homecoming court included  from left: Front - Queen Robin Drake; Second
row - Freshman Maid Sunni Smith of Carriere, Sophomore Maid Jessica Boehmer of Oak Grove, Hancock Center Maid Emily Owens, a
freshman from Kiln; and Sophomore Maid Jaclyn Allen of Oak Grove. Back row - Forrest  County Center maid Jessica Lanham, a freshman
from Sumrall; Football Maid Tamika Buckley,  a sophomore from Bassfield, Freshman Maid Allison Bynum of Picayune, Student Body Maid
Ashley Ladner, a sophomore from Waveland; and Freshman Maid Courtney Dossett of Collins.

Soph Robin Drake reigns over
PRCC Homecoming festivities

PRCC
Sports 
Hall of
Fame 
inducts 4

Sports Hall of Fame inductees
John McElroy of Columbia, Joe
Newton of Hattiesburg, Larry
Stanford of Lumberton and Phil
“Doc” Hudson of Poplarville were
recognized during Homecoming
festivities.

Joohhnn MMccEEllrrooyy
John McElroy is the first to

admit that as far as his football ca-
reer is concerned, he was a late
bloomer. 

McElroy was a 6-foot, 170-
pound “wiry guy,” in his own
words.

“I remember Elmer Cook and I
went down there together,” said
McElroy. “He was a big ol’ boy and

there I was. I was scared to death
to go into his office. I mean we had
all heard of Coach Holden, but I
never thought I would ever have
the chance to play there.”

As an end, he played both ways
for the Wildcats. His sophomore
year, Pearl River finished with an
8-2 record and defeated Wharton,
Texas, 30-20 in the Hospitality
Bowl.

JJooee NNeewwttoonn
Joe Newton was like many play-

ers who played for the legendary
Dobie Holden. He was a good ath-
lete who could play more than one
position.

His freshman year in 1958, he

played guard on a PRC team that
finished the year 8-2, including
three shutouts and a 30-20 victory
over Wharton, Texas, in the
Hospitality Bowl.

His sophomore year, Holden
moved Newton to end, where he
played both ways on a Pearl River
team that finished 9-0-1, won a
state championship and defeated
Henderson, Texas, 30-0 in the
Hospitality Bowl.

At the end of the 1959 season,
Newton was one of five Wildcats
named to the Mississippi Junior
College All-Conference team.

LLaarrrryy SSttaannffoorrdd
Larry Stanford was Director of

Public Relations at PRCC for 29
years. He was the longtime radio
voice of Wildcat sports. He attend-
ed a record 266 consecutive
Wildcat football games from 1971
until 1997, and kept statistics for
all of the school’s sports teams. He
personally witnessed nearly 200
football victories.

Said head football coach John
Russell, who coached the Wildcats
(1967-73) during Stanford’s early
years, “Before Larry got there, we
didn’t get much recognition in the
newspapers. After he got there, we
got more and more publicity.”

PPhhiill ““DDoocc”” HHuuddssoonn
Ask former PRCC President

Marvin White about how impor-
tant Phil “Doc” Hudson was to the
Wildcat athletic program and he
will tell you that Hudson had the
confidence of the players and
coaches that he could heal them.

Hudson, a native of Lubbock,
Texas, spent more than 20 years as
Pearl River’s trainer, beginning in
1974 and ending in the mid-1990s. 

“He was our first trainer,” said
Dr. White. “Anyone who got hurt
or injured on this campus, whether
it was an athlete or a student, they
would find Coach Hudson on the
campus or off the campus. He de-
veloped the reputation of being
able to help them.”

Student homecoming displays were on hand for all to see.

                            



POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College honored its
students and staff who have served
in the War on Terror during a cer-
emony before this season’s football
game against East Central
Community College.

The ceremony included presen-
tation of an American flag that
flew over Camp Patriot, Kuwait
Naval Base, Kuwait on April 17.

Petty Officer 1st Class Billy
Landrigan, assistant librarian at
PRCC’’s Forrest County Center,
presented the flag to PRCC
President Dr. William Lewis.

“This flag was flown in PRCC’s
honor and is presented to the
school on behalf of the men and
women of the U.S. Armed Forces
and U.S. Coast Guard serving our
nation at Camp Patriot during
Operation Iraqi Freedom,”
Landrigan said.

He served at Camp Patriot with
Navy Cargo Handling Battalion
13, based in Gulfport. A PRCC
graduate, Landrigan lives in
Sumrall with his wife, Cathy, and
two children. He served 13 years
on active duty and has been in the
Naval Reserve for eight years.

Two soldiers from Company B,
155th Infantry, 155th Brigade Combat
Team and a U.S. Marine Corps veteran
also were recognized.

Spc. Charles Seals of Purvis and Spc.
Adam LaBarge of Poplarville served in
Iraq with Company B, based in
Poplarville. The brigade spent a year in
Iraq and returned home in January.
Seals is a computer science major at
PRCC while LaBarge is majoring in
criminal justice.

Limon Stepney of Columbia served
in the Marine Corps from 1999 to
2003, including a tour of duty in Iraq.

He plays tuba in the Spirit of the River
marching band and is majoring in
music education.

Dr. Barbara Gandy, PRCC
Director of Recruitment and
Orientation, began publicly honor-
ing PRCC’s veterans three years
ago after talking with a student
who was unfamiliar with the Scott
Peterson murder case because he
had been serving in Iraq.

“It didn’t dawn on me until that
happened how much these people
gave up,” she said.

Also recognized but unable to at-
tend the ceremony were Sr.
Airman Kealvin Barnett, Cpl.
Brandy Andrews, Spc. Amanda
Crews, Timothy Bilbo, William
Shawn Talbot, Sgt. Dandridge
Brooks, Antonio Duffy, Passion
May and Sgt. Kevin Cline.
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William Carey University
Hattiesburg     Gulfport     New Orleans

601-318-6103                           800-962-5991, ext. 103                           www.wmcarey.edu

Seeking to transfer?
William Carey is a great place to continue your education. If you are looking for small classes, one-on-one

attention from your professors, and a great Christian atmosphere, WCU is the place for you!
Merit based, sports related, church related and talent based scholarships are available. 

NNaammee: Camille M. Soulier
FFaammiillyy: Single, #8 of ten children

RReessiiddeennccee:: Hattiesburg, Ms (originally from
Lake Charles, La.- where Hurricane Rita hit.

EEdduuccaattiioonnaall BBaacckkggrroouunndd:: St. Louis High
School, Center for Catholic Studies, Lake
Charles, La.; B.S.- McNeese State University;
M.S.- USM

PPoossiittiioonn aatt PPRRCCCC:: Teaching Edu 1103
Essential Skills; HPR 1213 Personal/Community Health

TTeeaacchhiinngg eexxppeerriieennccee:: Tennis Teaching Professional 33 years; PRCC
Faculty 9 years

FFaavvoorriittee BBooookk:: To Kill a Mocking Bird

FFaavvoorriittee MMoovviiee:: Shawshank Redemption / Gandhi / Rear Window

FFaavvoorriittee FFoooodd:: Country French Cuisine

PPoossiittiivvee AAssppeeccttss ooff TTeeaacchhiinngg:: As spoken by Mark Twain,  “Work and
play are words used to describe the same thing under differing condi-
tions.” I really enjoy what I do and have always enjoyed work. It makes
play so much better. 

AAddvviiccee ffoorr SSttuuddeennttss: Don’t try to change your destination overnight,
but work on your direction, it can be changed in as little time as a mo-
ment. Never, Never, Never give up!

Soulier

Faculty profile

POPLARVILLE - As many as
100 players are expected to com-
pete Dec. 9 on the Poplarville cam-
pus of Pearl River Community
College in the Wildcat Trace Disc
Golf tournament.

PRCC instructor Shane Seal is
organizing the tournament to raise
funds for the disc golf scholarship
he established this year.

“I’ve seen a lot of the world be-
cause of disc sports,” Seal said.
“I’ve played everywhere from the
East Coast to the West Coast. I’’m
trying to find a way to give back to
the sport.”

Seal, who is PRCC’s Cisco
Network Academy instructor, is
tied with Tony Bass of Hattiesburg
as the highest rated disc golf play-
er in Mississippi. 

He tours during the summer and
placed eighth in the Southern

National Disc Golf Tournament in
Mobile and 31st out of 123 in the
Professional Disc Golf
Association’’s world championship
at Augusta, Ga. 

The first scholarship recipient is
David Buckley of Bay St. Louis, an
avid disc golf player already famil-
iar with the PRCC course.

“That’s one of the reasons he
chose Pearl River Community
College,” Seal said.

Buckley, a sophomore, plays for-
ward on the Wildcat soccer team
but expects disc golf to be a sport
he can continue playing after his
soccer days are over.

“It’s just fun getting out with a couple
guys, doing something fun,” Buckley
said. “It’s competitive.”

Seal built the course on the
PRCC campus as well as three of
the other 32 courses in the state.

Instead of playing with the tra-
ditional balls and clubs, disc golf
players throw a flying disc from a
tee area towards an elevated metal
basket. 

As the player progresses
down the fairway, he or she must
make consecutive shots from the
spot where the previous throw
landed.

While traditional golfers change
clubs for each shot, disc golfers
change discs, starting with a driv-
er and progressing to a mid-range
and a putter, Seal said.

The PRCC course is a 20-hole,
par-60 course open to the public
with no greens fees, Seal said. A
disc golf league plays on the course
on Monday evenings.

To enter the tournament or for
information, call Seal 601-403-
1114. Shane Seal makes a putt on the disc golf course at Pearl River Community College.

Disc golf tournament to raise scholarship funds
Big event set for Saturday, Dec. 9

PRCC honors students, staff for military service

Navy Reserve Petty Officer 1st Class Billy Landrigan of Sumrall presents an American flag that flew
over Camp Patriot, Kuwait, to Pearl River Community College President William Lewis during military
recognition ceremonies on Sept. 28. Looking on are Spc. Charles Seals of Purvis, left, and Spc. Adam
LaBarge of Poplarville who served in Iraq with the Mississippi National Guard’’s 155th Brigade Combat
Team. Not pictured: Marine Corps veteran Limon Stepney, a member of the PRCC marching band. 
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NNAAMMEE:: David Armstrong 
FFAAMMIILLYY:: Married to  Connie Tillman

Armstrong; two sons, Adam Armstrong of
Columbus; and  Capt. and Mrs Douglas
Armstrong of Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE:: Dixie Community, Forrest
County, Miss. 

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD::  Graduate
of Sumrall High School,  1968; The Hattiesburg
School of Radiologic Technology 1976; William
Carey College B.S. 1978; University of Southern Mississippi, 1991
M.Ed.

CCLLAASSSSEESS TTEEAACCHHIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC:: Medical Radiologic Technology 

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE:: 28 years combined PRCC (7), and
Hattiesburg School of Radiologic Technology (21) 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE BBOOOOKK::  Tom Clancy Books, The Sum of all Fears 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE FFOOOODD:: Chocolate 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE MMOOVVIIEE:: Where Eagles Dare 

PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE AASSPPEECCTTSS OOFF TTEEAACCHHIINNGG:: Watching the student grow
in knowledge and professionalism.  Exceptional people to work with. 

AADDVVIICCEE FFOORR SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS:: Study  hard, stay focused keep your
eye on your goal.  If you don’t have a goal find one. 

Armstrong

Faculty profile
NNAAMMEE:: Angelia Ryals
FFAAMMIILLYY:: One son, Brandon Freeman, 18

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Hattiesburg

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD:: Forrest
County Agricultural High School, PRCC, USM
B.S. Social and Rehabilitation Services, MSU
M.S. Rehabilitation Counseling

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN AATT PPRRCCCC:: I am PRCC’s Dislo-
cated Worker Program Coordinator

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE BBOOOOKK:: I couldn’t choose just one, I love to read! Nora
Roberts and Stephanie Grace Whitson are my favorite authors. 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE FFOOOODD:: Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE MMOOVVIIEE:: The Sweetest Thing 

PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE AASSPPEECCTTSS OOFF WWOORRKKIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC:: As a part of the
Workforce Education team at the Lowery Woodall Advanced
Technology Center, I have had the opportunity to help develop and de-
liver services offered to business and industry throughout our six-
county district. This affiliation set the stage for me to not only obtain,
but also be successful in, my current position working with dislocated
workers.  

AADDVVIICCEE FFOORR SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS:: Time gets away from you, so make the
most of today. 

Ryals

Staff profile

Dental Hygiene program reunion

About 90 graduates of the Pearl
River Community College Dental
Hygiene program gathered recent-
ly  in Hattiesburg for their first-
ever reunion.

The first class graduated in
1994.

“It’s been fun looking back,” said
Renee Henry of Lucedale as she
and fellow 1995 graduate Lisa
Taylor of Buckatunna looked at a
scrapbook of their student days.

“We’ve all changed,” Taylor said.
“There are more blondes than
brunettes now.”

The Dental Hygiene program is
one of nine health-related training
programs offered by PRCC at the
Allied Health Center.

Sixteen new students are accept-
ed each fall for the two-year pro-
gram, said Dr. Stan Hill, director.

“We get 80 or 90 applicants a
year,” he said.

Hill was planning the reunion a
year ago but postponed it after
Hurricane Katrina devastated
South Mississippi.

“It was something the students
have been on me for years to do,”

he said. “I think that speaks well
for our program.”

The reunion coincided with
National Dental Hygiene Month.
The former students earned three
hours of continuing education
credit for a lecture Hill gave on
childhood oral health, the theme of
National Dental Hygiene Month.

Dental hygienists are required to
complete 20 hours of continuing
education every two years.

“Dental hygienists are the front
line of defense against oral disease
and play a key role in educating
their patients about the benefits of
proper oral health care for chil-
dren,” Hill said.

Both Henry and Taylor say they
frequently recommend the PRCC
program to prospective students.

“The instructors are the best
and they have a high number of
students passing the boards (for
certification),” Henry said.

The program has an impressive
track record of 99.5% of its stu-
dents passing the written national
board exam and 100% passing the
clinical state board exam.

About 90 graduates of the Pearl River Community College dental hygiene program held a reunion recently at the Forrest County Center.

Lisa Taylor of Buckatunna, left, and Renee Henry of Lucedale look
through a scrapbook documenting the PRCC dental hygiene class
of 1995. 

Many PRCC students return
for Dental Hygiene reunion

HATTIESBURG - About two
dozen companies and government
agencies set up shop recently at
Pearl River Community College to
recruit employees from the Forrest
County Center.

Most of the employers on hand
were associated with the health-
care field and up to half of them
came from outside PRCC’s six-
county district.

“We’re willing to look for talent
wherever we can find it,” said
Terri Taylor-Joseph, a recruiter for
the Ochsner Clinic Foundation in
New Orleans. “There are programs
here that train people for the posi-
tions that we have.”

PRCC’s Forrest County Center
offers nine one- and two-year pro-
grams at its Allied Health Center.

“We’re hoping to pick up some

medical techs and some surgery
techs,” said Connie Sinclair, a re-
cruiter with St. Tammany Parish
Hospital in Covington, La. “We’re
very happy with the programs
here.”

Students spent time talking with
recruiters about future job open-
ings and the benefits and perks of-
fered by the various companies.

“I’m in the LPN program, and
there’s a lot of choices,” said
Keisha Hutcherson of Greene
County. She hopes to work in the
mental healthcare field after com-
pleting the one-year program.

Tiffany Houston of Lumberton,
also an LPN student, picked up a
job application from an area clinic.

“That’s where I want to work be-
cause you don’t have the 12-hour
shifts,” she said.

Companies visit
PRCC campus in
search for employees

Terri Taylor-Joseph, a recruiter with Ochsner Clinic Foundation in
New Orleans, talks to students during an annual career fair at the
Forrest County Center of Pearl River Community College.

Fall Fest at PRCC: A fun time for all 

Lisa Ready of Hattiesburg, left, and Angela Mallette of Tylertown react after being tricked into competing
in a pie-eating contest during Fall Fest at the Forrest County Center. Behind them is student Danny
Crawford of Columbia dressed as Big Daddy Sparkle. 

Mary Ann Parish, Salvation Army community development director, thanks students, faculty and staff at
PRCC’s Forrest County Center for the stacks of non-perishable food they donated as part of the annual
Fall Fest. 

Anne-Marie Kratofil of Hattiesburg dressed as Bad Trends of the
’80s to capture first place in the Fall Fest costume contest at the
Forrest County Center. Second place went to Allison Pierce of Petal
as Crest Girl. Danny Crawford of Columbia as Big Daddy Sparkle,
in hat and feather boa, and Ryan Kinsey of Petal as Dirty Clothes
Man, tied for third place. 
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NNAAMMEE: Julie M. Ray
FFAAMMIILLYY:: Married to Jonathan Ray; Three

sons, Chandler (10) Camden (7) and
Canaan(6).

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Poplarville

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD:: Poplar-
ville High School, Pearl River Community
College, 2 years; University of Southern
Mississippi, 2 years, B.S.B.A. (accounting).

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN AATT PPRRCCCC:: Work in the Business Office

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE BBOOOOKK:: Not much of a reader

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE FFOOOODD:: Pasta/seafood

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE MMOOVVIIEE:: Lord of the Rings Trilogy

PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE AASSPPEECCTTSS OOFF WWOORRKKIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC:: Close to home,
time with family, co-workers and boss are great

AADDVVIICCEE FFOORR SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS:: Keep life in perspective. Your relation-
ship with Jesus Christ should be above all else, your family deserves
all your love and respect, and remember life is about serving others not
yourself.

Ray

Staff profile

POPLARVILLE - Roger Knight,
Pearl River Community College’s
dean of business services, has been
named the 2006 Outstanding
Chief Business Officer for Region
9 of the Community College
Business Officers (CCBO) organi-
zation.

CCBO Region 9 includes
Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi
and Alabama.

Knight and other business offi-
cers from regions throughout the
United States were selected based
on their effectiveness in carrying
out responsibilities, participation
in institutional strategic planning,
professional involvement in state
and national associations and con-
tributions to the community.

Knight is now eligible to receive
the International Outstanding
Chief Business Officer award,
which will be presented in
November at the 24th annual
International Conference in Vic-
toria, British Columbia.

“Roger Knight has provided out-
standing leadership for Pearl River
Community College’s financial
services area,” said PRCC
President William Lewis. “He has
been creative and dili-
gent in his efforts to im-
prove the College’s fi-
nancial operations. His
focus on improving serv-
ices is making a differ-
ence for the students we
serve.”

Knight has been
PRCC’s dean of business
services since July 2002.
He supervises all compo-
nents of the business of-
fice, student accounts, fa-
cilities and grounds, human re-
sources, payroll, accounting, pur-
chasing, administrative computer
services and auxiliary services, in-
cluding the college bookstore and
cafeteria.

He serves as financial advisor to
the president and board of trustees

and he is responsible for the devel-
opment and management of a
$41.5 million annual budget.

“It’s quite an honor just to have
my peers to nominate me at the

state level to compete for
the award at the next

level,” said Knight.
“These are the same
folks who were there for
me when I first joined
PRCC and helped me
with my transition. They
really helped me to get
settled in.

Our MACJC Business
Managers Association is
the best.”
For the last 15 months,

Knight has been involved in
PRCC’s Hurricane Katrina recov-
ery efforts.

Knight, a native of Franklinton,
La., has been a resident of
Poplarville since 1970 and Pearl
River County since 1964. He at-
tended PRCC from 1974-76,

earned B.S. and Master’s degrees
from the University of Southern
Mississippi and graduated from
the Mississippi School of Banking
at the University of Mississippi.

Prior to coming to PRCC,
Knight was business manager and
marketing coordinator for Crosby
Memorial Hospital in Picayune,
credit sales promotion director at
Waldoff’s, Inc. in Hattiesburg and
loan officer for Hancock Bank in
Poplarville.  

He and his wife, Chris, have two
daughters, Lindsay Olsen and
Meaghan Knight. Lindsay is em-
ployed with White’s Funeral Home
where she serves as a dual licensed
funeral director and mortician.
Meaghan is enrolled at PRCC in
the Physical Therapy Assistant
program at the Forrest County
Center in Hattiesburg.. 

The Knights also have two
grandsons, Peyton and Brenton
Olsen. He is the son of Sonny and
Juanita Knight of Poplarville.     

Knight

PRCC’s Knight named outstanding
Chief Business Officer of Region

The Pearl River Community College family is
mourning the loss of three well-known alumni, two
who were former employees who died within two
days of each other.

D.R. Davis of Poplarville, former Pearl River
County chancery clerk, died Oct. 8 after passing out
while burning trash at his family farm. He was 61.

Coach Lewis V. Murray Jr., an educator, coach and
administrator for 54 years, died Oct. 10 in Bogalusa
where he made his home. He was 75.

Davis held an associate’s degree from PRCC and a
bachelor’s in marketing from USM. He taught mar-
keting at PRCC for six years before being elected
chancery clerk in 1980.

An avid sports fan, Davis was part of the PRCC
sports broadcast team for 25 years, coached a
Poplarville T-ball team and refereed peewee football.
He was a member of the PRCC Alumni Association
and was honored as Alumnus of the Year in 1994.

Davis is survived by his wife, Jo Laurin Davis of
Poplarville; a son and a daughter, and a sister.

The family requested memorial donations to
Gideon’s International, First Baptist Church Building

Fund or St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital.
Murray played football for legendary coach Dobie

Holden in 1948 and 1949 before transferring to USM.
He coached at Poplarville High and served as an as-
sistant to Holden at PRCC from 1955-59. He became
head football coach at Bogalusa High School in 1960,
a position he held for 27 years. He also was coach,
principal and athletic director at Bowling Green
School in Franklinton, La., where he retired in June.

During Murray’s days as a Pearl River student, he
served as class president and was elected Mr. PRC. He
was inducted into the PRCC Hall of Fame in 1989.

He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Fran Smith
Murray of Bogalusa; a daughter and three sons, 10
grandchildren and a great-grandson; a sister, five sis-
ters-in-law and a brother-in-law. 

Garland Parish, also a member of the PRCC Sports
Hall of Fame, died Nov. 13. He was 75. He was a two-
sport star at PRCC in basketball and baseball.

He is survived by his wife, Maude Parish of Sandy
Hook; a daughter, a son, two sisters, three brothers
and four grandchildren.  He and his wife were mem-
bers of the Development Foundation Board at PRCC.

POPLARVILLE - Ricky Rain of Poplarville plans to
turn a hobby into a career after completing the new
Web development technology program at Pearl River
Community College.

“I just love sitting here at computers fool-
ing around with them,” Rain said during a
recent class. 

The two-year degree program on the
Poplarville campus prepares students to cre-
ate and manage the Internet aspect of al-
most any business or industry, including
government agencies, said instructor Jason
Hebert. The curriculum includes creation of
maps and Web sites and editing of on-line
documents and spreadsheets, for example.
On-line retail is a major part of the curricu-
lum.

“Internet and e-commerce is a big part of our
course,” Hebert said. “We teach students to do shop-
ping carts and payment interfaces.”

Hebert came to PRCC in August to oversee the new
program.

“There was a demand in industry for persons to cre-
ate applications that are Internet-based,” he said. 

Eight students are majoring in the program in its
first year but 20 or more can be accommodated, he
said. Graduates will earn an applied science degree

and will be prepared to transfer to a four-
year college or go to work at a good rate of
pay, he said.

“In our area, there’s a wide range depending
on the position,” Hebert said. “We’re looking
at anywhere from $30,000 to $50,000, more if
they move away from our area.”

Hebert brings practical experience to the
program after working as a developer at
Northrop-Grummond and operating his
own Web development company in Saucier
until Hurricane Katrina hit in August 2005.

Rain hopes to eventually follow in
Hebert’s footsteps.

“If I have enough experience, maybe I’ll start my
own business here in Poplarville,” he said.

■ Students interested in the Web development
technology program should telephone Hebert at 601-
403-1105 or go to Career/Technical Programs in the
Departments/Programs section of the PRCC Website
at www.prcc.edu.

Web development technology major Ricky Rain of Poplarville works on a Web page assignment
during class at Pearl River Community College. 

New PRCC program offers
Web development training

Hebert

Thrash

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College art major Jenna
Thrash of Poplarville recently took first
place in the mixed media category at
the St. Joseph’s Fall Art Show and Sale.

Thrash’s pen and pencil drawing is
entitled “Gregory the Sleeve,” which
she sold at the end of the show. She
completed the work during spring se-
mester under the guidance of PRCC art

instructor Charleen Null.
“It’s the first time I’ve won something

in awhile,” Thrash said. 
She prefers working in pencil but has

been experimenting recently with pas-
tels.  

Thrash plans to eventually teach art.
“But I don’t know if I want to do that

right away,” she said. “I want to travel
around a bit.”

PRCC student wins art award
This drawing by Jenna Thrash received first place in the mixed media category recently at the St.
Joseph’’s Fall Art Show and Sale in Poplarville. Thrash is a PRCC art major from Poplarville.

PRCC family loses 3
devoted school fans

NNAAMMEE:: Phyllis Daniels
FFAAMMIILLYY:: Married to Doug Daniels; one son,

Bryan Daniels, two daughters, Darla Mann and
Dana Eddins; and eight grandchildren, Anna,
Laura, Joseph, Evie, Emily, Eli, Ezra and Elam

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE:: Poplarville

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD:  Oak
Grove High School, University of Southern
Mississippi, B.S., M.E.

CCLLAASSSSEESS TTEEAACCHHIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC:: Desktop Publishing, Business
Communication, Records Management, Document Formatting, and
Skillbuilding. 

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE:: 36

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE BBOOOOKK:: (1) Bible and (2) Living the Extraordinary Life

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE FFOOOODD:: Catfish, hush puppies, slaw, and fries

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE MMOOVVIIEE:: (1) Facing the Giants and (2) The Passion of
the Christ

PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE AASSPPEECCTTSS OOFF TTEEAACCHHIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC:: Being able to con-
tribute to the quality education and training of our students and being
associated with excellent administrators, faculty, and staff.

AADDVVIICCEE TTOO SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS:: You should believe in yourself, take
pride in what you do, and always do your best and what is right in all
things.

Daniels

Faculty profile

The Delta Epsilon Chi club created a window display promoting October as National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month. They also dressed in pink and gave out pink ribbons to anyone pass-
ing by to wear for awareness. Pictured left to right, front: Angelina Swift, Bay St. Louis, Sonja
Baker, Hattiesburg, Tiffany Baker, Lumberton, Rashell Reese-Davis, Picayune; Second row:
Ebony Lewis, Picayune, Patti Gasper, Picayune, Beth Duck, Purvis, Carolyn Peters, Bogalusa,
Conchetta Thomas, Hattiesburg, Justin Martin, Sumrall, Courtney Porter, Picayune.

Promotion project

POPLARVILLE - After years of a
slow job market in the oil industry,
an aging workforce has forced
Chevron to implement a new way of
attracting young employees.

Four supervisors with experience
in different divisions of Chevron vis-
ited PRCC recently to tout the com-
pany’s benefits.

“They’re looking at automation
control students, electricians,
welders, heat, air and refrigeration
and electronics students,” said Don
Welsh, director of career and techni-
cal education at PRCC.

“This is the first time we’ve had a
group of them come.”

Students interested in a career
with Chevron can submit job appli-
cations and resumes through the
PRCC counselors, bypassing the
first round of scrutiny undergone by
those who apply through the com-
pany’s Web site, said Trina
Steinberg of Bellaire, Texas, a coor-
dinator with Chevron.

“This is fabulous,” said Scott
Corbin of Carriere, an automation
and control student who spent four
years in the Marines as an aviation
electronics technician.

“Being prior military, I know my
opportunity is a lot better for career
advancement,” he said.

About 100 students from the
Hattiesburg and Poplarville campus-
es participated in the fair.

Chevron looking
for some workers
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POPLARVILLE - Several students say the quality of
the early childhood education technology program at
Pearl River Community College makes it worth their
time to drive more than an hour one-way to study at
the Poplarville campus.

Students who complete the two-year program earn
an Associate of Applied Science degree and are quali-
fied for careers revolving around the care and educa-
tion of young children.

Sophomores Carrie Williams, Latasha Betts and
Sheila Fuller spend about an hour and 40 minutes on
the road to drive from their homes in Prentiss to
Poplarville and another 100 minutes traveling home. 

“You have small classes, so it’s easier for the teach-
ers to have one-on-one contact,” Williams said.

A sophomore who will graduate in May, Williams
transferred to PRCC after attending a four-year uni-
versity.

Fuller enrolled at PRCC because of the early child-
hood program.

“I just heard people talking about how good it was,”
she said.

Pearlie Martin of Tylertown, one of several students
in the program from outside of PRCC’s six- county dis-
trict, enrolled after a friend recommended PRCC. She
spends more than an hour on the road from her home
in Tylertown.

“I chose this program because I like working with
children,” Martin said. “I have two kids of my own. I

just enjoy working with the kids at the daycare.”
She plans to transfer to Jackson State University to

continue her education after completing the PRCC
program next spring.

In addition to traditional classroom instruction, the stu-
dents must work at the PRCC Child Development Lab
School as part of their studies. By the time they graduate,
each student will have worked about 400 hours in the
school, which is licensed by the state and accredited by the
National Association for the Education of Young
Children, said instructor Sonya Jordan.

About 65 students are enrolled in the early child-
hood program, including some who are taking classes
on-line, Jordan said.

Several of the students plan to use the education
they’re receiving at PRCC as a foundation for eventu-
ally owning daycare centers.

“I like working with the kids,” said Earnestine
Hagens of Mount Olive. “I want to open my own busi-
ness in my area.”

Betts already sees a need she hopes to fill one day.
“I want to open a 24-hour daycare,” she said. “It’s

hard to find somebody to babysit at night.”
Prospective students interested in the early child-

hood program can go on-line at www.prcc.edu or tele-
phone Jordan at 601 403-1248.

Parents interested in enrolling children in the Child
Development Lab School can call the school at 601
403-1256.

Sophomore early childhood education student Pearlie Martin of Tylertown plays with children
enrolled in the Pearl River Community College Child Development Lab School on the Poplarville cam-
pus. Students completing the two-year early childhood program spend about 400 hours working with
the children. 

PRCC students spend time on road
to study childhood education 

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College faculty mem-
bers Stephen Richard Black of
Carriere and Timothy Pulver of
Wiggins recently attended the
2006 Lamplighter Conference at
Holmes Community College.

The instructors were selected
for the conference by Dr. John
Grant, PRCC vice president for in-
struction.

“They’ve demonstrated a degree
of leadership to the college, but
they’ve also demonstrated the po-
tential to give a whole lot more,”

Grant said. “It’s a motivational
thing, an inspirational thing.”

The Lamplighter Conference
was founded in 1990 by the state
Academic Deans’ Association to
recognize faculty who go above
and beyond requirements and to
help them share innovative teach-
ing techniques and approaches to
learning with counterparts at
other community colleges.

Black teaches history and sociol-
ogy at the Poplarville campus. He
will receive his doctoral degree in
December from the University of

Southern Mississippi. Black has
taught full-time at PRCC for three
years and as an adjunct professor
for five years.

The conference provided a good
opportunity to network with col-
leagues at the state’s other 14 com-
munity colleges, he said.

“It was pretty much a rejuvena-
tion, a recharging,” Black said. “It
was sort of networking, kind of
find out what other people are
doing.”

Pulver is director of the occupa-
tional therapy assistant technology
program at the Forrest County
Center. He holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in occupational therapy from
the State University of New York
at Buffalo and has taught at the
Forrest County Center since 2001.

“I was reminded at the confer-
ence how learning is enhanced in a
pleasant and sociable environ-
ment,” Pulver said. “The hospitali-
ty and comforts provided at the
conference prepared me to really
tune into its educational aspects.
The variety of learning experi-
ences also reminded me of the im-
portance of having broader inter-
ests and a well-rounded education.
This is especially important for a
technical teacher, I think, since
there can be a tendency to only
focus upon your program area.” 

The conference program includ-
ed a presentation of “Oh, Mr.
Faulkner, Do You Write?” by John
Maxwell and a tour of the Nissan
plant in Canton.

PRCC faculty network at
Lamplighter Conference

Pearl River Community College history instructor Stephen Richard
Black, left, and occupational therapy assistant director Timothy
Pulver participated in the 2006 Lamplighter Conference at Holmes
Community College.

NNAAMMEE: Cynthia M Schafer
FFAAMMIILLYY: Married to Michael Schafer; 3 cats:

Silky Sadie, Picasso, Toulouse and 2 dogs:
Jasmine and Lacey

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Hattiesburg

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD: High
school: Ocean Springs High School, and college:
Gulf Coast Community College; Associate
Degree in Human Services and South Alabama
University: Bachelors Degree in Graphic Design
and Printmaking 

CCLLAASSSSEESS TTEEAACCHHIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC:: I have taught PowerPoint,
Scanning, and Digital Camera Workshops for faculty and staff. I have
taught Photoshop and Scanning Mini Workshops for Instructor class-
es

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE:: Teaching workshops has been 3 years
at USM and 6 years at PRCC

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE BBOOOOKK:: All Creatures Great and Small by James Herriot

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE FFOOOODD: Lasagna

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE MMOOVVIIEE: Fried Green Tomatoes

PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE AASSPPEECCTTSS OOFF WWOORRKKIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC:: I love my job,
everyday I have new challenges to do and it allows me to learn new
software and share with others.

AADDVVIICCEE FFOORR SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS:: Enjoy life, learn all you can and live in
today. Take time to smell the roses about you. 

Ryals

Staff profile

Services*

*Student projects will be charged for supplies.

Explore Your
Possibilities...

With
PRCC
Media

Services!

Flyer Layout
Brochure Layout
Scanning
Signs
Transparencies
Posters
Lamination
Photography
Audio Duplication
Video Duplication
PowerPoint Presentations
Videotaping Classroom Events
Free Faculty/Staff Workshops

Location
Garvin H. Johnson
Library

Contact
Cynthia Schafer
 403-1333

Schedule
August through May
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
7:40 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Tuesday/Thursday
8:30 am to 4:30 p.m.

The female housing complex on the PRCC campus is now called The River Village

Demolition complete

Demolition of PRCC’s 34-year-old M.R. White Coliseum is complete. Hurricane Katrina destroyed the
facility on Aug. 29, 2005. A new multi-purpose athletic facility is in the planning stages and will retain the
name of former PRCC President Marvin R. White. 

Bundles of joy

PRCC President William Lewis has another rea-
son to smile - granddaughter Mary Catherine
King, 7 pounds and 9 ounces when she was born
Sept. 29. She was welcomed by her big sister,
Caroline, and their parents, Dr. and Mrs. Clay
King of Hattiesburg. 

Coach Richard Mathis gives a bottle to grandson,
William Philip Pejic, under the watchful eye of
grandmother, Barbara Mathis, a PRCC English
instructor. The baby, born Sept. 30, weighed 6
pounds and 6 ounces and is the son of Dr. and
Mrs. Rade Pejic of New Orleans.

A Pearl River Community
College student recently received
the highest degree of membership
in the National FFA Organization.

Tim Bounds of Sumrall received
the American FFA Degree during
the organization’s national conven-
tion Oct. 28 in Indianapolis.

Bounds earned the degree dur-
ing his senior year at Sumrall High
School while working part-time at
Vesley’s Nursery.

“You have to pick something in
the agriculture industry to devote
300 hours to during the year,” he
said. “I grew plants and flowers,
and I raised coon hunting dogs and
sold them.”

Bounds, who is majoring in busi-
ness marketing at PRCC, served as
Sumrall FFA chapter secretary for
two years. He credits his involve-
ment in FFA for teaching him lead-
ership and public speaking skills.

The National FFA Organization
is dedicated to developing stu-
dents’ potential for premier leader-
ship, personal growth and career
success through agricultural edu-
cation, according to the organiza-
tion’s Web site. The organization
has approximately 495,000 mem-
bers.

Student
earns high
FFA degree
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POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College women’s soft-
ball coach Leigh White feels confi-
dent about her 2007 team follow-
ing six weeks of fall workouts and
exhibition games.

White, beginning her fourth sea-
son at PRCC, believes her team
will be a contender when
the spring season gets
here. 

“Our goals for this fall
were to get our freshmen
to learn the system,”
said White. “We are
loaded with freshmen
players this year and we
want to make sure they
are thinking on a higher
level. They responded
well. They are a hard-
working group. We will
have a lot more depth than we had
last year.”

If the Lady Wildcats are to im-
prove on last year’s 17-16 record
and third-place finish in the South
Division, they are going to have to
do it with 18 freshmen players and
only four sophomores.    

“We will have more speed this
year and more pitching depth,”
said White. “Depth was a big prob-
lem last year, especially with our
pitching. We will be better in the
infield and have more speed in the
outfield. And, we will be able to do

more at the plate because of that
added speed.”

This spring’s pitching staff will
feature four freshmen, led by
righthanders Jessica Dubuisson of
Hancock High and Elizabeth
Powers of Columbia. The other
two pitchers are Kristen

Domangue of Houma,
La., and Bridget
Hannaford of Poplarville.

“Jessica and Elizabeth
have some speed, and
nice change ups to keep
batters off balance,” said
White. “Kristen and
Bridget have a lot of
movement on their pitch-
es. This will be one of the
better pitching staffs we
have had here.”
Two returning sopho-

mores who will be counted on for
leadership are catcher Jessica
Scallan of New Orleans and second
baseman Krystal Penton of
Picayune. Other sophomores in-
clude outfielders Kaci Williams of
Hurley and Angela Stallings of
Picayune.

The Lady Wildcats split eight
exhibition games this fall, which
pleased White considering the
schedule included games against
some Division I schools.

Shortstop Courtney Dickens of
Picayune and infielder Morgan

Necaise of Hancock also had good
falls. Other players for the Lady
Wildcats include Kim Boutwell of
Carriere, India Chancellor of
Demopolis, Ala., Vicky Ferencak of
Vancleave, Julie Hyatt and Heather
Ladner of Hancock, Quenyata
McCann of Wayne County, Cyntria
Monroe of Stone County and
Whitney Sumter of Poplarville.

“They have all done a good job
this fall,” said White. “Last year,
our hitting was a roller-coaster;
not very consistent. This year, we
have potential throughout our line-
up. We have slappers, speed and
some power. I am excited about
this year. I am rejuvenated because
of the excitement of our team. If
we can keep everybody healthy, we
will have a great year.”

The Lady Wildcats have 25 play-
ing dates in the spring, most of
them doubleheaders, starting Feb.
13. New features at the softball
complex are the addition of lights
for more night games and a trailer
for offices and dressing facilities.

Assisting White this season is
former PRCC All-American Megan
Dawson.

PRCC will compete in the South
Division against Gulf Coast,
Southwest, Copiah-Lincoln and
Jones Junior College. The first-
place team in the North Division
will host the state tournament. 

White

Softball coach pleased with fall workouts

The Rotary Club of Poplarville raised $340 for the PRCC basketball teams by selling ice cream at the
PRCC homecoming game. Pictured are club member Wayne Alexander, PRCC Athletic Director and
men’’s basketball coach Richard Mathis, club president Tara Rouse and member Dennis Grissom. The
money will be used for wind suits and other extras for the men’’s and women’’s teams. Photo by PRCC
Public Relations. 

POPLARVILLE - Following six
weeks of workouts and several ex-
hibition games this fall, Pearl River
Community College head baseball
coach Jamie McMahon says
Wildcat fans have something excit-
ing to look forward to next spring.

“Overall, we have a lot of guys
coming back, especially
in our infield,” said
McMahon. “That’s going
to help us experience
wise. We will be young
on the pitching mound,
but we have some good
arms.”

The Wildcats were 38-
12 last spring, missing
the MACJC state play-
offs by one game.

“The biggest thing
that hurt us last year were
injuries,” said McMahon.

Indeed, pitchers P.J. Treadway
of Picayune and Kyle Lindsey of
Purvis both were hurt. Treadway
has moved on to Southeastern
Louisiana. Lindsey, who injured
the middle finger on his pitching
hand, returns as the pitching ace
for the Wildcats.

“The biggest thing we tried to
accomplish this fall was teaching
the younger guys our system,” said
McMahon. “We worked on little
things, like base running.”

Offensively, McMahon expects
the Wildcats to be more potent
than a year ago. One reason will be
the addition of Florida State trans-
fer Kyle Maxie, an all-star catcher
who prepped at North Forrest. He
will join the team at the semester
break.

“Offense will be a strong suit for
us,” said McMahon. “We will have
some 3-hole hitters from the sec-
ond through the seventh spots in
our lineup. We hit .310 as a team
last year, but we did not have much
power. I think that will change this
year. I think we will have the best

lineup we have ever had
at Pearl River.”

Success on the dia-
mond starts with the
pitching corps. Besides
Lindsey, McMahon will
be counting on Chris
Hartfield, Brennen
Hodge, Kelly Ray, Tyler
Watkins, Ryan Hebert,
Wayne Smith, Heath
Stevens and Seth
Edwards.
Smith, the red-shirt

freshman lefthander from Oak
Grove, had elbow surgery last year
and is recovering from a shoulder
injury this fall. He may be the
team’s closer. Stevens, sophomore
from Picayune, had shoulder sur-
gery over the summer, but could
be ready to pitch by March.

“We have got some good arms,”
said McMahon. “They are not
dominant arms, but enough good
ones that we can use any one of
them at any time.”

Maxie and Grenada sophomore
Johnny Allen will handle the catch-
ing chores. Sophomores Daniel
Lawrence of Petal and Adrian
Bowens of Lumberton are working
at first base. Sophomore Jeremy
Greene of Purvis, who hit .390 last
spring, returns at second base.
Freshman Reggie Lee of

Hattiesburg will play at shortstop,
along with Stephens, who hit .370
last spring. Brock White of
Columbia and Edwards, a
Picayune freshman, are working at
third base.

Sophomore Zac Tisdale of Petal
played some infield last season but
faces shoulder surgery later this
fall.

The list of outfielders includes
freshman Nick Smith of Purvis,
who led the team in hitting this
fall, Lindsey, Hattiesburg sopho-
more Jermaine Jackson, Purvis
sophomore Hunter Dunaway, and
Picayune sophomore Hoyt
Hughes.

McMahon also expects
Hattiesburg freshman Josh Wiley,
a member of the PRCC football
team, to make contributions in the
spring. 

The Wildcats finished 4-2 in ex-
hibition games this fall.

“We won some close games,”
said McMahon. “We had some
guys who showed us some things
we were not expecting. Our soph-
omores coming back showed us
they have been here a year.”

As a result of Hurricane
Katrina, the PRCC baseball stadi-
um continues to undergo renova-
tion work. 

New lights have been installed
as well as a natural turf halo
around home plate.

The Wildcats will play a 50-
game schedule in the spring.    

Assisting McMahon this season
are Reggie Richardson and Nate
Murray.

McMahon

McMahon expects Wildcats
to be better baseball team

PRCC head football coach Tim Hatten (right) presents Craig Robbins, president of the PRCC Board of
Trustees, with the 2006 MACJC State Championship trophy during the November board meeting.

PERKINSTON - Pearl River swept Northwest
Mississippi in women’s and men’s final-day basketball
action at the Mississippi Gulf Coast Tournament.

PRCC’s women took a 60-50 victory to improve to
4-3 overall, while its men cracked the century mark for
the first time this season via a 100-91 win to improve
to 4-4 overall. 

In the women’s game, the Lady Wildcats led 29-23
at the half, but the Lady Rangers opened the second
half with a 12-7 run to cut PRCC’s lead to one - 36-35
- with just under six minutes gone. Lady Wildcat
Shonderlette Paul of Baton Rouge, La., answered
Northwest’s scoring surge with a trey and kicked off a
14-5 PRCC run to push its lead to 50-40 with 6:50 left.

Pearl River ended the game with 20-10 run to take
the 10-point victory.

Paul paced the Lady Wildcats with a game-high 20
points (two treys, nine rebounds), while Sherrion
Thomas of Jackson added 15, Ziena Husband of Petal
(one trey) and Shantrelle Blakely of Harrison Centrall
(nine rebounds), seven each; Nicole Lowe of Jackson
six, and Calla Daggons of Mereaux, La., five.

In men’s action, Pearl River opened the game with
10 unanswered points with 16:42 left, but Antonio
Logwood hit a bucket seconds later and kicked off a
14-4 run to put the Rangers up 15-14.

Pearl River kept it close, cutting the Rangers’ lead
to two - 32-20 - off a bucket by Jarrott Husband of
Richton. Northwest built its lead to 41-32 with four
minutes left in the half, but the Wildcats answered
with a 13-9 run to cut the Rangers’ lead to 44-43.

Northwest retained its lead for the first three-plus
minutes of the second half, but Payne grabbed back-
to-back steals and sped the distance down court for
two 2-point baskets to put the Wildcats ahead with
15:20 left. The Rangers managed to tie it up at 59-59
two minutes later, but Payne sank a pair of foul shots
to put PRCC up for good at 61-59.

The Wildcats sank 10 of 16 free throws during the
remaining time.

“It was a good win against a good basketball team,”
said veteran PRCC head coach Richard Mathis.
“Wesley (Jones) came through for us with a big game
and Corey (Breland) and Brandon (Payne) played
well. It’s something for us to build on for sure.”

Jones of Beatrice, Ala., paced PRCC with a game-
high 31 points (eight rebounds), while Payne added
20 (seven rebounds, five of seven field goals, 10 of 14
free throws). Breland of Perry Central hit 19 (seven
assists, two treys, three steals, 5-6 free throws), while
James Williams of Piney Woods hit a season-high 10
points (4-5 field goals), Jarrot Husband six (three of
three field goals), Jeremy Stewart of Moss Point five,
LeBaron Weathers of Oak Grove three, Darrionne
Jones of Picayune High two, and Abram Robins of
Forrest County AHS one.

PRCC hit 34 of 46 (73.9 percent) of its free throw
attempts to Northwest’s 10 of 25 (40 percent), while
the Wildcats hit 53.2 percent (32 of 59) from the field
and the Rangers 57.6 percent (38 of 66). From three-
point range, PRCC was two of 13 (15.4 percent),
while NWCC was five of 14 (35.7 percent).

Pearl River sweeps Northwest Miss.
in Miss. Gulf Coast tourney finals

PRCC freshman Shonderlette Paul (right) defends against Itawamba in an earlier game this season.
PRCC basketball photos by Mitch Deaver.

The Pearl River Community
College golf team recently won the
East Central Community College Fall
invitational in a 2-day tournament
held at Dancing Rabbit Golf Course
in Philadelphia, Miss. 

The medalist for the tournament

was Jess Helton, a sophomore from
Petal High School. Also finishing in
the top five for the tournament was
Colby Strickland, a freshman from
Petal. 

The rest of the PRCC golf team
consists of freshman Garrett Lyles of

Petal, sophomore Patton Stanley of
Waynesboro, freshman Dave Porter
of Columbia and sophomore Justin
Kopf of Kiln.

The PRCC golf coach is Jason
Williams.

PRCC golf team wins fall tournament 

PRCC freshman guard Corey Breland (5) races past this Itawamba Community College player during
their game earlier this season in Shivers Gymnasium.

Lady Wildcats take 60-50 win, Wildcats crack century mark 100-91 
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Boardwalk will be located on Campbell
Scenic, just south of the Convention
Center. Only minutes from USM!

POPLARVILLE - The host Pearl River Lady
Wildcats came up short in defending their state title
in the MACJC State Tournament Oct. 21-22, but took
a 4-0 shutout over rival Mississippi Gulf Coast in the
consolation game to earn a berth in the regionals at
Hinds in Raymond. 

PRCC’s women were tossed into the consolation
round after falling to eventual state champ Hinds 2-1
in the first round, while the Wildcat men saw their
season end with a loss to the eventual state-regional
champ Hinds’ men by the same score in the nightcap. 

Pearl River’s men ended their season with an im-
pressive 10-3-1 overall record, while finishing 9-2-1 in
South Division play.

The division champ Lady Wildcats, the South’s No.
1 seed in the tournament, improved to 13-3-1 with
Sunday’s win. They wrapped their division slate un-
defeated at 12-0. 

Against Gulf Coast, Hannah Johnson of Bay High,
Kristy McCain of Vicksburg, and Nikki Shows of
Forrest County AHS scored goals for PRCC; while the
Lady Bulldogs provided the Lady Wildcats with a sin-
gle goal. Johnson also had an assist. 

The game was scoreless at the intermission. 

In the women’s championship game, Hinds took a 1-
0 victory; while in the men’s state and regional title
bout, Hinds defeated Holmes 3-2. 

The Lady Eagles hosted the women’s Region 23
Tournament as the No. 1 seed, followed by Northwest
at No. 2, Bossier Parish (La.) at No. 3, and Pearl
River at No. 4. 

In other action, Gulf Coast’s women took a 2-0 loss
from North No. 1 Northwest to open the state tour-
nament, while Holmes men trimmed Gulf Coast 3-2 to
end the Bulldogs’ season. The Pearl River-Hinds
women’s match followed amidst a steady rain, while
the Pearl River-Hinds men’s game ended the day’s ac-
tion. 

Jessica Boehmer of Oak Grove scored the Lady
Wildcats’ only goal in the loss, while Laura Alford and
Meghan MacMillan scored for the Lady Eagles. The
score was tied 1-1 at the intermission. 

In the men’s game, Britton Fortenberry of Picayune
High scored the only goal for the Wildcats; while Brad
Blackwell and Paul Muffuletto scored for Hinds.
Hinds led 2-1 at the half. 

Patrick Hayes is the men’s and women’s head coach
at PRCC. 

Soccer teams make playoffs; women earn berth in Region 23

SOCCER ACTION: Above, PRCC freshman Hannah Johnson (10) of Waveland battles Gulf Coast
Community College’s Bailee Hayes (6) for control of the ball in their South Division battle this fall. In the
photos on the right, freshman Britton Fortenberry (18) of Picayune and sophomore Andrew Smith-
Parker of Slidell, La., take shots on goal during games this season. The PRCC women’s soccer team
finished the season with a 13-3-1 record, including the South Division championship. The PRCC men’s
team finished the season with a 10-3-1 record. (Photos by Mitch Deaver)

     


