
Spanish instructor selected
Humanities Teacher of Year

Pearl River Community College Spanish instructor Robin Nix
will receive the Humanties Teacher of the Year award this
November.  

According to Humanities Department
Chair Martha Willoughby, Nix was an easy
choice.

“Nix was selected as the recipient of the
award because of her continued pursuit of
scholarly activities in Mexico and Spain,”
said Willoughby.

Nix has also established a popular
Spanish program and has had a positive in-
fluence on a huge number of students at
PRCC.

“Robin is an extremly popular teacher on
campus,”  said Dr. John Grant, Jr., Vice President for
Instruction,  “She enjoys teaching and the students enjoy at-
tending her classes.   She is an excellent choice for this award.”

Nix is married to PRCC English instructor Bill Nix and has
two daughters. 

Nix
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Homecoming Day (Saturday,
Oct. 15) at Pearl River
Community College was a success-
ful one, thanks in large part to
beautiful weather that made for a
festive occasion.

The theme for 2005
Homecoming was “Together We
Rebuild,” a spinoff from the recent
devastation inflicted on South
Mississippi by Hurricane Katrina.

It was certainly a much better
day than last year. Homecoming
2004 was a wet one, courtesy of
Tropical Storm Matthew.

On this day in 2005, reunion
meetings went off as scheduled in
the morning, followed by the
Alumni Luncheon in Olivia Bender

Cafeteria. Tables in the cafeteria
were decorated with centerpieces
displaying pictures of campus re-
covery efforts from Hurricane
Katrina.

Maude Parish of Columbia and
Donald K. Robbins of Carson, both
members of the PRCC
Development Foundation Board of
Directors and PRCC graduates, re-
ceived alumnus of the year awards.  

Verlene Norton Cole, a 1951
graduate of Pearl River
Community College, received the
PRCC Distinguished Service
Award. She is a native of Lamar
County and played a major role in
helping form the Forrest-Lamar
chapter of the PRCC Alumni

Association in 2003.
Celecia Sones, a 1967 graduate

of Pearl River Community College,
was honored as 2005 Volunteer of
the Year. Sones retired in 2000
from PRCC after 25 years as the
school nurse. Her husband,
James, retired from PRCC as the
Dean of Vocational-Technical
Education.

Sports Hall of Fame inductees
Earl “Mutt” Watts and Paul Oliver
Highstreet, both of Hattiesburg,
Adam Breerwood of Poplarville
and the late B.A. “Bama” Falls of
Chattanooga, Tenn., were recog-
nized.

Also recognized were PRCC
football players Chris Lowery of

Petal and Ben McGilton of
Carriere.

Lowery  is the 2005 recipient of
the Dobie Holden Scholarship at
PRCC. Ben McGilton of Pearl
River Central is the 2005 recipient
of the Keith Daniels Scholarship.
Lowery and McGilton are sopho-
mores. 

The Homecoming court, featur-
ing queen Chastity McLemore of
Picayune, were recognized before
the start of the football game.

The Homecoming football game
also produced the kind of results
that were pleasing to the home
team. Final score: PRCC 40,
Southwest 7.

The Wildcats improved to 4-0.    

Student Support Services gets
additional $100,000 supplement

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community College’s Student
Support Services program has received a $100,000 supplement
award from the Federal TRIO Programs Student Support
Services of the U.S. Department of Education.

The supplement award is being made in recognition of the
substantial adverse impact the recent hurricanes (Katrina and
Rita) have had on students who reside or attend school in the
PRCC district.

These funds are to be used to assist SSS Program eligible stu-
dents, especially those who were adversely affected by the
storms.

Earlier this year, PRCC’s Student Support Services program
received a $298,263 grant from the Federal TRIO Programs
Student Support Services. The grant is for the first year of a
four-year program that was approved.

Thirteen institutions of higher learning in Mississippi, in-
cluding the University of Southern Mississippi and Mississippi
State, received grants, with PRCC receiving the highest
amount.    

Student Services gets grant;
other campus news of interest

PRCC museum receives portrait
of Supt. Will Jacobs (1911-17)

■ Dr. Adam Breerwood, Director of Student Services, re-
ports that PRCC received an $8,000  Federal Grant intended to
discourage underage Drinking on College Campuses.

“This grant will pay overtime for our Campus Police Officers
to monitor our campus and look for those students who may be
involved with alcohol on campus or returning to campus after
the consumption of alcohol,” said Breerwood. “It’s an opportu-
nity to set up sobriety check points throughout campus. We
have also been issued funds to purchase two portable breathal-
ysers which will be kept in the Campus Police cars. We have
also been given approval to purchase literature and informative
videos on the effects of underage drinking.”      

■ David Armstrong, Program Director of Medical Radiologic
Technology at the Forrest County Center, recently received
word that “We had a 100 percent pass rate on the American
Registry of Radiologic Technologist examination in radiogra-
phy this year. Our average score was up 3.75 percent from last
year.”

■ AACCAADDEEMMIICC CCAALLEENNDDAARR
Thanksgiving Holidays - Nov. 23-25 at the Forrest County

Center in Hattiesburg; Nov. 24-25 at the Poplarville campus, as
well as Columbia, Picayune and Stennis Space Center.

Final Exams - Night classes, Dec. 13, 14, 15, 19; Day classes,
Dec. 14, 15, 16, 19.

Christmas Holidays - Dec. 20-Jan. 1, 2006.
2006 Spring Registration - Jan. 3-4, day/night registration at

Forrest County Center; Jan. 5-6, day/night registration,
Poplarville campus; Jan. 9, day and night classes begin. 

INSIDE
■ Homecoming court, page 4
■ Homecoming photos by Mitch
Deaver and Pamela Luke, page 5
■ Forrest County Center news,
page 6
■ Hancock Center photos, page 8
■ Sports coverage, pages 9-10   

Homecoming
celebration
The Spirit of the River marchng
band, along with the award-win-
ning String of Pearls, enter-
tained the sun-drenched crowd
during halftime of the PRCC-
Southwest football game.
Joining the halftime show were
Girl Scouts from the Pine Belt
District. 

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community College’s museum
recently received a portrait of the school’s second superintend-
ent, Will Jacobs, from members of his family.

Jacobs was superintendent of Pearl River County Agricultural
High School from 1911-17. 

Under his leadership, the school began obtaining a reputation
throughout the state and nation.

By the end of his term, the school had become recognized as
a leader in rural education in the United States, having been the
subject of national magazine and newspaper articles, and a visit
by the U.S. Commissioner of Education (equivalent to the pres-
ent day Secretary of Education).

“We had little knowledge of Will Jacobs’ background,” said
Ronn Hague, director of the PRCC Museum.  “We knew from
Poplarville’s early newspaper, ‘The Free Press,’ that his previous
job was superintendent of Louisville City Schools, but we didn’t
know what happened to him after he left the agricultural high
school.”

Rebecca Jacobs Barlow, Will Jacobs’ daughter, her twin broth-
er, Robert Jacobs, and another sister, Sarah Jacobs Woodrow, all
of Jackson, visited the PRCC Museum specifically to bring a
portrait of their father and to see the school he had helped build.
The three Jackson Jacobs and an older sister in Texas are all
that remain of the nine Jacobs children. 

Will (not William) Jacobs, from Watertown, Tenn., was born
May 28, 1880, and educated at Peabody College, the University
of Nashville, and the University of Wisconsin. 

The affects of Hurricane Katrina
continue to be present at Pearl
River Community College even
though the storm passed through
Pearl River County back on
Monday, Aug. 29.

Damage estimates have now
risen to more than $50 million.

M.R. White Coliseum was severe-
ly damaged, the Moody Hall audito-
rium was demolished, Lamar and
Marion residence halls had major
damage and the vehicle mainte-
nance shop was destroyed.

Twenty-seven buildings had roof
damage. Blue tarps are already be-
ginning to show signs of wear as
they wave with the wind.  

Insurance adjustors and engi-
neers have yet to present their final
report.

Between 400 and 500 of the
school’s 4,300 students before the
storm have since dropped out, re-
sulting in lost tuition and state
funding, which is based on enroll-
ment counts, although more than
200 students have signed up for on-
line mini-semester courses that run
from Oct. 24 through Dec.16.

“The 2005-06 school year had
begun with much promise,” said
PRCC President William Lewis.
“We had record enrollment. The
largest band in our school’s history
and a football team that was ranked

No. 1 in the country in the pre-sea-
son polls were precursors to a fan-
tastic school year. The year held
much promise and still does.”

Indeed, the news is not all bad
this fall.

The Wildcat football team has
qualified for the state playoffs for
the fifth straight year, with an eye
on a third straight state title. 

Homecoming 2005 was a success
from the reunions to the alumni
luncheon, to the football game,
which the Wildcats won 40-7 over
Southwest. It was a glorious day
filled with lots of sunshine, pomp
and pageantry. 

The men’s and women’s soccer
teams won the South Division
championship and the women’s
team, under coach Patrick Hayes,
went on to win its first MACJC
State Championship.  

Construction work on two new
dormitories on the Poplarville cam-
pus and a classroom-library building
at the Forrest County Center that
began before Katrina is going
strong today.

The facility at the Forrest County
Center will include five new class-
rooms, a learning center, expanded
library and academic offices.
Completion is expected sometime
in late spring, 2006.

The new dorms on the Poplarville

campus, one for the men and one
for the women (282 rooms in all)
are still on schedule to be complet-
ed in time for students to move into
by July, 2006.

Many questions have yet to be an-
swered.

■ Such as where to hold spring
graduation exercises and the annual
River Extravaganza, two events
held in White Coliseum. 

■ Such as what happens to the
theater group’s plans, which before
the storm included a major per-
formance, “The Music Man,” in
Moody Hall. Plans are now being
scaled back to a selection of
Broadway acts that will be per-
formed in the cafeteria.

Clint Tapper, Director of the
Physical Plant has had nothing but
praise for his staff during the
Katrina recovery period.

“They have all done a wonderful job,
gone above and beyond,” said Tapper.
“They never questioned anything we
were doing. They just did it. I have been
extremely pleased and satisfied with
their performance.”

While all the debris has been
cleaned up on campus, the situation
regarding damaged buildings on
campus remains unsettled. “We are
still waiting on the insurance settle-
ment,” said Tapper.

However, some work is ongoing

and more work is planned. Work
has begun on repairing grandstands
and dugouts in the athletic com-
plex. Fence repair is going on
throughout the campus.

Bids for a new roof on Seal Hall
will be opened on Nov. 3. Bids are
starting to come in for shingle roofs
on Hancock Hall, the Honors dor-
mitories and faculty housing.

Set up work continues on the
nine classroom trailers on campus.
Tapper says they should be ready
for use for the spring semester.  

“Work could begin in December on
the new courtyard here on the main
campus,” said Tapper. “That plan has
been approved by the state. New light-
ing in the athletic complex for baseball,
softball and soccer has been approved
and work could begin as soon as
December, too. We expect to have new
lights in place for the start of baseball
and softball seasons.”

The road to full recovery will be a
long one for all in South
Mississippi. 

“We are determined and I am con-
vinced that great things will come from
this adversity,” said Dr. Lewis. “More
than ever before the services that Peal
River Community College provides are
needed by the citizens of south
Mississippi. PRCC will help our region
of the state to re-build, to become more
productive and beautiful than ever.”

PRCC bouncing back from Katrina

                                                      



Ginny Warren Miller
Special to the Dixie Drawl

Cold drinks, hot showers, clean
water, full tanks of gas,
McDonald’s, cell phones, and
going to class; oh what privileges
we sometimes take for granted.

In the disorienting days follow-
ing Hurricane Katrina, we all be-
came acutely aware of how accus-
tomed we have become to these
luxuries. Having served as an in-
structor of psychology at Pearl
River Community College for the
last 11 years, I was anxious to re-
turn to the classroom and to my
students.

Ironically, prior to my tenure at
PRCC, I was a counselor specializ-
ing in Critical Incident Stress
Management, so I knew some of
what to expect when I stepped
into the classroom. I decided to
use that first day back as an op-
portunity to allow the students to
tell their stories as well as to edu-
cate about the symptoms of trau-
matic stress and coping strategies.  

The first aspect I noticed was
the sheer sense of relief in doing
something so “normal!” 

The predictable nature of a class
schedule was very reassuring and
comforting for all of us. One of the
things I always tell my students is
that we are our stories, and they
are all important. Sharing our ex-
periences demystifies and vali-
dates what we have been through
and weaves a common thread
among us all. We have been forev-
er bound together by this common
tragedy; we are not alone.

Upon sharing their experiences,
I noticed the vast individuality and
diversity in how human beings
react and cope with life’s curve
balls. We discussed the physical,
emotional, cognitive, behavioral,
and spiritual reactions they experi-

enced before, during and after
Hurricane Katrina. 

Strategies they had been using
to cope and the ways they could
improve were also discussed. But
what remained with me most the
first day was the resiliency and the
hope radiating from their spirits.
We were down, but we were most
certainly not out.  

Since our return, I periodically
check as to lingering symptoms
and how well they are coping. 

As of late, the chief complaints
the students recall are: the inabili-
ty to focus, lack of concentration,
feeling overwhelmed, difficultly
prioritizing and dealing with their
children’s reactions.

In addition, many report the in-
evitable frustrations of the recon-
struction and recovery efforts such
as insurance claims, etc.  

But most students seem to echo
sentiments that their lives are get-
ting better each and every day.

And many students continue to
report that school is an integral
part of their recovery from the past
and their striving toward the fu-
ture.      

Many acute stress-related symp-
toms following a significant trau-
ma are normal and they will di-
minish in time; they are normal re-
actions to an extremely abnormal
event. However, the aftermath of
Katrina is proving to be a chronic,
prolonged stressor for many peo-
ple.

Therefore, it is important to
manage these stress symptoms in
order to mitigate the harmful ef-
fects of chronic stress.

Some suggestions include: exer-
cising regularly, getting adequate
rest, eating well-balanced and reg-
ular meals even if you don’t feel
like it, avoiding excess caffeine
and nicotine, avoiding alcohol and

sleep aids (they actually interfere
with the quality of sleep over
time), making as many daily deci-
sions as possible which will give
you a feeling of control in your life,
avoiding making hasty decisions,
and consulting with others as
needed, journaling, talking with
others   talking is the best medi-
cine, realizing those around you
are under stress as well, knowing
that recurring thoughts, flash-

backs and dreams will get better
over time   not fighting them or
dulling the pain with substances,
breaking tasks down into realistic
steps, believing in yourself, asking
for what you need, laughing, vol-
unteering, having some fun.

We all need diversions from the
stress at times, taking time to re-
connect with yourself, others and a
higher power, giving yourself time
to heal, give yourself permission to

feel rotten at times, maintaining as
normal a schedule as possible, and,
above all, trying to reframe the sit-
uation and finding personal mean-
ing for your life.

We can all be thankful for the
things that wind and water can
never take away:  the love we share
for our family and friends.

Finally, have the courage to seek
professional help if needed. It is
also important to remember that

those who manage stress success-
fully tend to use multiple coping
strategies.

Note: Children’s reactions to
stressors can be markedly different
than those of adults, so it is impor-
tant to become knowledgeable
about what to expect. When you
know better, you do better! 

■ GGiinnnnyy WWaarrrreenn MMiilllleerr iiss aa ppssyy--
cchhoollooggyy iinnssttrruuccttoorr aatt PPRRCCCC’’ss mmaaiinn
ccaammppuuss iinn PPooppllaarrvviillllee.. 

By ERIC LEATHERWOOD
Special to Dixie Drawl

When I began teaching at Pearl River Community
College in the fall of 1995, I met a distinguished gen-
tleman by the name of Walter Lowe who taught
History.

Mr. Lowe loved to tell stories, and one of my fa-
vorites that he told not infrequently was about
Hurricane Camille which hit the Gulf Coast on Aug.
17, 1969. Mr. Lowe's eyes would twinkle as he remi-
nisced about the aftermath of Camille.

Living on faculty row with no electricity and little
food, surviving by pooling resources and forging deep-
er, more familial bonds with colleagues outside of a
traditional classroom setting seemed, to me, a mag-
nificent yarn.

Whenever Mr. Lowe told stories about Camille, I
would feel a secret twinge of envy. Never before had I
witnessed first hand Mother Nature's ability to flex
her muscles and bring civilization to a collective
pause. A pause that, if only for a brief moment, caused
folks to remember the idea of community and the im-
portant things in life.

But on Aug. 29, 2005 I got my chance. In the spirit
of Joseph Muir, Allison (my pregnant wife) and I rode
out Hurricane Katrina from our front porch in
Hattiesburg.

We were awed by the sight of uprooted trees crash-
ing down all around us. Some fell on and crushed
neighbors’ houses. Others demolished cars or took
out power lines. We watched squirrels scramble wild-
ly for shelter and every now and again a disoriented
bird would land on the porch near us, fuzzy and ruf-
fled, walking in circles before flying who knows
where.

As the days after Katrina piled into weeks, I began
to feel a bit like some of those squirrels and birds.

Initially we all scrambled for gas, food, water, tarps,
and chainsaws. A dazed silence filled the gap left by
the absence of cable television, the internet, and cell
phones.

Five o'clock shadows became scruffy beginnings of
beards. We cut and chopped trails through the roads
and piled the lumber high. Nightmarishly large brush
piles began to resemble a landscape born from the
imagination of Tim Burton or Salvador Dali. At night
we stank, our backs ached, and the roar of chainsaws
and generators, in our ears wouldn't seem to stop. 

Eventually, power and water were restored. Going
to Wal-Mart became a new adventure involving at
least three hours, and the sight of completely empty
shelves is still a bit disconcerting.

At work, administrators, faculty, and staff spent
sweaty days sweeping debris, salvaging office materi-
als, chainsawing, and breathing through paper masks.

The days Ginny Miller, Tom Thoms, Scott Kimble,
and I spent trying to help restore some semblance of
order to Seal Hall seem like a bizarre dream. 

Even now, on our daily commute from Hattiesburg,
Donna Matthews, Laura Berry, and I still marvel at
the heavy machines, that like prehistoric beasts, lift
and move storm timber from the freeways, devouring
logs and spewing mounds of mulch in lots on the
edges of towns.

Some of us still have no phone or internet service.
My wife is on edge because the cable is still out, and
we have been unable to view college football on
Saturdays. But we know these indulgences are just
that - dispensable luxuries that do make life comfort-
able. 

Other folks have yet to meet with an adjuster or re-
ceive financial assistance. And those further south
often still have a need for the basics - water and ice.

The weeks pass, and still we work with the dili-

gence of ants to return our lives back to some sense of
normalcy. Slowly, but surely, the chaos wrought by
Katrina is being tamed.

And the future looks bright. In my neighborhood
folks are having their homes repaired and their vehi-
cles replaced. The debris is, for the most part, cleared.
Only the most massive of stumps have been left for
the corps of engineers to deal with. 

At work we have almost gotten back into a routine
- although I must ask the forgiveness of my
Tuesday/Thursday 11:15 class that I inevitably begin
at 11:10. Plastic ducts no longer clutter the floors of
Seal Hall and the drone of the dehumidifiers no longer
make class discussions a challenge.

And now, like Walter Lowe, I too have a story to tell
about a time when a hurricane temporarily disrupted
our lives. And what means the most to me are not the

hardships of the storm’s aftermath, but the narratives
of progress that continue to spring forth during the
recovery period. 

Because of Katrina, we got to know our neighbors
better as we helped each other on our streets. Katrina
gave us the opportunity to work with our colleagues
outside of our normal 9 to 5 routines. 

Katrina has given us a chance to reflect on the past
and realize that once upon a time Mississippi recov-
ered from a hurricane named Camille. Katrina has
also given us a chance to glimpse the future.

In the years ahead, like Walter Lowe, I’ll have a
twinkle in my eyes as I tell a story that begins some-
thing like this: “Well, I remember in August of 2005
when Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast . . .”

■ EErriicc LLeeaatthheerrwwoooodd iiss aann EEnngglliisshh iinnssttrruuccttoorr oonn tthhee
PPooppllaarrvviillllee ccaammppuuss..
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Hurricane Katrina did not stop construction work on two new dormi-
tories on the Poplarville campus. The new dorms, one for the men
and one for the women, are still on schedule to be completed in
time for students to move into by August, 2006. The dormitories will
have two stories. The total number of new rooms will be 282, in-

cluding 114 male rooms and 168 female rooms. Each room will be
semi-private with its own bathroom. Cost of the project: $10.6 mil-
lion. The general contractor is Witherington Construction Corp. of
Mobile, Ala. The dorms were designed by Hattiesburg architect Don
McClesky.

PRCC Instructors (from left) Scott Kimble, Tom Thoms and Eric Leatherwood joined other members of
the faculty and staff in helping clean up the main campus in Poplarville.

Life slowly returning
to normal at PRCC

Back to school ...
Back to the Future

HEALTHWATCH: Survive flu, cold season
By SUSIE HALL, R.N.

PRCC Nurse

Influenza, “the Flu,” is a respira-
tory illness that is caused by a very
contagious virus and can cause mild
to severe symptoms and complica-
tions such as bacterial pneumonia.
Approximately 36,000 people die
yearly in the U.S. from the flu. Flu
symptoms usually appear within 1 –
4 days after being infected with the
virus and may last for several days.
They appear suddenly and can in-
clude:

1. Fever of 101 – 103 degrees F.,
2. Severe body aches and pains,
3. Headaches,
4. Weakness,
5. Loss of appetite,
6. Coughing and chest discom-

fort,
7. Stuffy nose, sneezing, and sore

throat.
The flu spreads in respiratory

droplets caused by sneezing and
coughing. These droplets may be in-
haled directly or transferred by
touching contaminated objects such
as door handles, telephones, remote
controls, etc., and then touching
your mouth or nose.  Infected per-
sons can spread the virus one day
before they exhibit symptoms and
up to five days after they become
sick. You can pass the flu to some-
one else and not even know that you

are sick. 
Your best defense against catch-

ing the flu is the flu vaccine.  There
are two types of vaccine:

1. The FLU SHOT is given with a
needle and contains an inactivated or
killed virus. It is approved for use in peo-
ple 6 months and older who are healthy
or have chronic illnesses. You cannot get
the flu from the vaccine.

2. The NASAL-SPRAY VACCINE is
made with live, weakened  flu viruses
that do not cause the flu. This is used for
healthy people 5 years to 49 years of age
who are not pregnant. 

October and November are the
best times to be vaccinated, but you
may still benefit from vaccines
given in December and later. The
flu season can begin in October and
last as late as May.

The CDC recommends that per-
sons in high-risk groups be vacci-
nated prior to October 24. 

FLU and PNEUMONIA vaccines
are available at the Pearl River
County Health Department on Hwy
11 in Carriere on Mondays and
Thursdays at 8 a.m. and 1 p.m.
There will be 50 numbers given out
at 8 a.m. each day and 50 numbers
given out at 1 p.m. each day.  Due to
a shortage of nursing staff, only 100
vaccines will be given each day. The
costs are:

Children’s Flu shot - $10
Adult flu shot - $20

Pneumonia vaccination - $30
High-risk individuals who have

been displaced by Hurricane
Katrina may be eligible for flu-shots
at reduced cost.

The Family Clinic – a Division of
Heart South – located at 302 Hwy 11
just south of the college is administering
the flu and pneumonia vaccine Monday
thru Fridays from 8 a.m. – 12 noon and
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. According to Betty Jo
Kirkland and Jody Crain, office man-
agers for Dr. Aaron and Dr. Long, you do
not have to have an appointment or wait
to see the doctor. You will have to fill out
some paperwork and the office nurse
will administer the vaccine. The
Vaccines are covered 100% by most in-
surances and they will bill you for any
uncovered amount. 

According to the Mississippi
Department of Health website,
Mississippi has an ample supply of
flu and pneumonia vaccine to ad-
minister this flu season. 

Other ways to decrease your risk
of catching the flu include:

*WASH YOUR HANDS frequent-
ly.

* Use a disposable tissue to
cough or sneeze into and dispose of
properly.

*Stay away from crowds,
*Do not share personal items

such as glasses, straws, towels or
washcloths, make- make-up, etc.

*Get plenty of sleep,
*Lead a healthy lifestyle. Eat and

drink healthy foods, drink lots of
fluids, (no           Alcohol), don’t
smoke, exercise regularly, and try
to reduce stress.

There is no cure for the flu. If
you are one of the unfortunate
ones to catch the flu, here are
some things you can do to relieve
the symptoms.

1. Stay home and in bed. Not
only will this help you recover, it
will decrease your chances of
spreading the flu to others.

2. Drink plenty of fluids to pre-
vent dehydration.

3. Use over the counter medica-
tions such as cough syrups to re-
lieve symptoms.

4. Use a humidifier to loosen any
secretions and ease coughing.

5. Avoid tobacco and alcohol.
6. Take over the counter pain re-

lievers and fever reducers such as
Tylenol. Do not give aspirin to a
child or teenager.

7. See your doctor for severe
symptoms or those lasting longer
than 7 – 10 days.

■ TThhee HHeeaalltthh SSeerrvviicceess CClliinniicc iiss
llooccaatteedd iinn CCrroossbbyy HHaallll aanndd iiss ooppeenn
MMoonnddaayy –– FFrriiddaayy dduurriinngg tthhee rreegguu--
llaarr sscchhooooll yyeeaarr ffrroomm 88 aa..mm.. –– 33
pp..mm.. OOvveerr--tthhee--ccoouunntteerr mmeeddiiccaattiioonnss
aarree aavvaaiillaabbllee aatt nnoo cchhaarrggee ttoo PPRRCCCC
ssttuuddeennttss wwiitthh aa vvaalliidd PPRRCCCC IIDD.. 

                           



POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College has received a
grant from the Lower Pearl  River
Valley Foundation for the
Mississippi Courage to Teach
Program for educators.

The $15,000 award will help
cover expenses for area teachers to
participate in this unique work-
shop/retreat program of personal
and professional renewal.

“We deeply appreciate this
grant. Our institution has been
able to do some great things with
this program,” said Dr. William
Lewis, President of PRCC.

The program is directed by Dr.
Susan Nodurft, a biology instruc-
tor at PRCC.  After receiving facil-
itator training from the National
Center for Courage and Renewal
in Bainbridge Island, Washington
in 2001, she developed this educa-
tional outreach program at PRCC.

Courage to Teach, a national
program, was developed by Dr.

Parker Palmer and Fetzer
Institute in the early 1990’s in re-
sponse to his highly acclaimed
book, Courage to Teach:

Exploring the Landscape of a
Teacher’s Life. The program is
based on the belief that good
teaching comes from the life of the
teacher, and not technique.
Therefore, the focus is on support-
ing the life of the teacher, the
source from which quality teach-
ing comes. 

At the weekend workshops and
retreat series in large-group, small-
group and solitary settings, the
“heart of the educator” is explored
using personal stories, reflections
on classroom practice, and in-
sights from poets, story-tellers,
and diverse wisdom traditions.
Through the support of a caring
community of colleagues, they
have an opportunity to reconnect
with     themselves, their students
and their vocation.  All programs

carry continuing education credit.
“It has been a privilege to be in-

volved in bringing the Courage to
Teach program to Mississippi,”
said Nodurft “This program has
made a dramatic difference in
many teachers’ lives. As one
teacher put it, ‘CTT has been one
of the greatest experiences in my
life. I never knew it would bring
out the youth and energy I had
when I first began teaching. It
rekindled that spark to try new
methods and awaken those I had
when I really felt successful as a
teacher.’” 

“On behalf of the educators who
have been benefited by this pro-
gram, I would like to express ap-
preciation to LPRV Foundation.
Without their support provided
since its beginning in 2001, it
would not be the vibrant source of
renewal that has revitalized educa-
tors and retained some of our best
teachers in the classroom.”

The Lower Pearl River Valley
Foundation seeks opportunities to
participate in creative, innovative,
and educational endeavors with
the potential to positively impact
the community.

LPRVF is a philanthropic entity
serving this region to improve the
physical, mental, emotional,
spiritual, and social health of the
people in this area
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Visitors to Pearl River Community College’s main campus in Poplarville (above) and Forrest County
Center (below) in Hattiesburg on U.S. 49 South are now greeted by new message boards that recently
became operational. The message boards will inform the public about upcoming events at the school. 

PRCC receives grant
for Courage to Teach

Campus
reminders
Student activities
■ Nov. 10 - Woman-Less
Beauty Pageant & Dinner in
Olivia bender Cafeteria

■ Nov. 14 - Movie Night at 7
p.m.

■ Nov. 28 - Movie Night at 7
p.m.

■ Month of November - Great
American Smoke Out Month

■ Dec. 6 - “River Idol”

For more information, call
403-1327
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Chastity McLemore reigns over
PRCC Homecoming festivities

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community College=s 2005 Homecoming court, featuring queen Chastity Nicole McLemore, a sophomore
from Picayune, was presented Oct. 15, before the PRCC-Southwest football game. Other members of the Homecoming court included from
left: First row - McLemore; second row - Jessica Stuart of Purvis (football maid) and Sarah McLaney of Carriere (student body maid); back
row - Fredra Hinton of Hattiesburg (sophomore maid), Erin Fortenberry of Prentiss (sophomore maid), Ashley Ladner of Waveland (fresh-
man maid), Emily Bryant of Hattiesburg (freshman maid), Kimberly Stewart of Picayune (freshman maid), and Deidra Green of Raleigh
(Forrest County maid).

PRCC inducts 4 into Sports Hall of Fame
POPLARVILLE - Pearl River

Community College inducted four
new members into its Sports Hall
of Fame Oct. 15 as part of the col-
lege’s 2005 homecoming celebra-
tion.

Former PRCC basketball star
Earl “Mutt” Watts of Hattiesburg,
who averaged 28 points a game for
Coach Woodrow Daley from 1951-
52 headlined the group that also
included baseball star Adam
Breerwood (1994-95) of
Poplarville, and former football
stars Paul Oliver Highstreet (1955-
58) of Hattiesburg and the late
B.A. “Bama” Falls (1951-53) of
Chattanooga, Tenn., both former
players under legendary coach
Dobie Holden.

EEaarrll ““MMuutttt”” WWaattttss
Watts, a native of Columbia,

played his high school ball at
Improve High School, where he
made the all-state team for two
years while his dad, John Watts,
was the coach. He signed with Ole
Miss, but quit the team. 

Former University of Southern
Mississippi Coach Lee Floyd want-
ed him to play at USM, but he had
to sit out, so Floyd sent the 6-foot-
5 Watts to Pearl River, where he
starred as the center. “We were as
good as anybody in our league,”
said Watts. “We had Bull Parish,
Glynn Kerley, Sam Clinton.

We worked hard. We had good
team work. Going to school there
was one of the best things I did. I
thoroughly enjoyed it.”

Watts went on to play three
years for Floyd at USM. He is re-
tired today after some 38 years in

education, starting with two
years in Purvis. He spent the rest
of the time in Florida, including 10
years as a coach in Chipley and 22
years as a principal in Lake City,
before retiring with his wife,
Barbara, of 51 years, to
Hattiesburg. 

He spends the bulk of his time
caring for his daylillies. He has

some 1,800 to 2,000 varieties and
more than 10,000 seedlings.

AAddaamm BBrreeeerrwwoooodd
Breerwood, currently Dean of

Student Services at PRCC, was an
all-state and All-Region 23 player
for two seasons for the Wildcats
from 1993-95. His .416 batting av-
erage his sophomore season is tied
for the highest average in school
history. He was also named the
most valuable player in the 1994
Region 23 Tournament.

He was a first baseman and out-
fielder for coach Jim Nightengale.
Besides his high batting average as
a sophomore, he also hit 12 home
runs, 18 doubles and had 51 runs-
batted-in. He played his high
school ball at St. Stanislaus High
in Bay St. Louis, where he was the
Gulf Coast batting champion his
senior year.

“This is a tremendous honor for
me to be recognized as a member
of the Hall of Fame,” said
Breerwood. “I am well aware of the
tradition of this institution and all
of the outstanding athletes that
have wore a PRCC uniform. I
know the sense of pride in wearing
those letters across my chest. I
thoroughly enjoyed my two years
here playing for Jim Nightengale
and I still carry many of those life
lessons with me everyday.”

Breerwood continued his career
at William Carey College, where
he earned All-Gulf South
Conference and All-Southwest
Region honors as a junior and sen-
ior.

He coached the first men’s and
women’s soccer teams at PRCC,
winning the men’s state title in
2003 and four South Division
championships.

PPaauull OOlliivveerr HHiigghhssttrreeeett
Highstreet, 70, came to Pearl

River in the fall of 1955 from
Redemptorist High in New
Orleans as a senior and played
three years as an offensive and de-
fensive tackle, weighing 220

pounds, for
coach Holden. 

“I really loved it at Pearl River,”
said Highstreet. “Coach Holden
was one of the finest people I ever
met. He treated me like a son. I left
New Orleans in 1955 on a
Greyhound Bus. The bus let me off
at the Movie Star plant and I
walked across the street to the jun-
ior college.”

He explains why he came to
Pearl River for his senior year. “In
New Orleans, when you reached
19 in high school, you couldn’t
play. I played in the high school all-
star game as a junior. Coach
Holden went to the game and he
chose me to come to Pearl River.”

He made the all-state team for
two years and participated in the
All-American game in Jackson his
sophomore year. 

While at Pearl River, Highstreet
also made a name for himself as a
Golden Glove boxer. “A bunch of
us were sitting around the gym,
bored to death,” he said. “We de-
cided to put a boxing team togeth-
er, six of us. We went to
Hattiesburg to compete and three
of us won, including myself. We
went to the state championships.”

Highstreet fought in the heavy-
weight class and won. However,
Holden did not let him go to
Memphis for the regionals because
Pearl River was beginning spring
training.

Highstreet signed with the
University of Miami and married
Janice Lott, a PRCC student from

Bassfield. “She
got pregnant and homesick, so we
moved back.” USM came calling
and Highstreet wound up playing
two seasons there. He then spent
36 ´ years in the oil business be-
fore retiring in Hattiesburg.
“This honor brings tears to me
eyes,” said Highstreet. “I really am
proud. You know, both of my sons
played ball at PRCC. This is one of
the greatest honors I have ever re-
ceived.”    

BB..AA.. ““BBaammaa”” FFaallllss
B.A. “Bama” Falls earned the

nickname Bama because he was
the only player on Pearl River’s
team from 1951-53 from the state
of Alabama. Stephenson, Ala., was
his hometown.

Falls, an all-state defensive guard
for the Wildcats, passed away May
1 of this year. Nine days later, his
wife, JoAnne, also died.

“Pearl River was the high point
of his life after his childhood,” said
Bruce Falls, one of Bama’s three
sons. “He was an aggressive per-
son on and off the field.”

According to Bruce Falls, Bama
lost his right eye when he was 10
years-old in a school-yard accident
involving a bow and arrow.
“Daddy fought off a lot of personal
problems growing up due to losing
that eye,” said Bruce. “Coach
Holden was a major turning point
in his life. If anybody ever had in-
fluence on his life, it was him. He
always talked about him. He kept
every football program from his
playing days at Pearl River.”

Watts Highstreet Breerwood Falls

POPLARVILLE - Chastity
Nicole McLemore of Picayune, the
daughter of Scott and Marilyn
McLemore of Picayune, was
crowned queen of Pearl River
Community College’s Homecom-
ing court Saturday afternoon (Oct.
15) in Dobie Holden Stadium.

A sophomore sports medicine
major, McLemore graduated from
Picayune High School. 

She has been a cheerleader for
two years, and captain of the squad
this year, she is a member of the
String of Pearls and a baseball dia-
mond girl. Her escort was her fa-
ther.

McLemore’s court included
Sarah Patricia McLaney of
Carriere as Student Body maid.
The Forrest County Center maid
is Deidra LeAnn Green of Raleigh.
The Football maid is Jessica Layne
Stuart of Purvis. 

Sophomore maids are Erin
Kathryn Fortenberry of Prentiss
and Fredra Antoinette Hinton of
Hattiesburg. Freshman maids are
Emily Lauren Bryant of
Hattiesburg, Kimberly Anne
Stewart of Picayune and Ashley
Christine Ladner of Waveland. 

Football Maid, Stuart, is the
daughter of Jimmy and Stephanie
Stuart of Purvis. She is a sopho-
more nursing major and vice presi-
dent of the Student Government
Association. She is also a member
of the RiverRoad Showchoir, Pearl
River Singers, Baptist Student
Union and Partnership on
Campus. Her escort was her fa-
ther.

Forrest County Maid, Green, is
the daughter of Terry and Ava
Green of Magee. She is a freshman
in the Dental Hygiene program
and a member of the American

Dental Hygienists Association.
Her escort was her father.

Student Body Maid, McLaney, is
the daughter of Suelin and Pat
McLaney of Carriere. She is a
sophomore majoring in journalism
and public relations. She is a mem-
ber of Partnership on Campus and
has been a member of the String of
Pearls for two years, serving as
captain in 2004. Her escort was
her uncle, Lenny Messina.

Fortenberry is the daughter of
David and Suzy Fortenberry of
Prentiss. She is a sophomore ma-
joring in dental hygiene. She is a
member of the PRCC Showchoir,
the Concert Choir, the Baptist
Student Union and the
Partnership on Campus. Her es-
cort was her father.

Hinton is the daughter of
Fredrick Hinton and Rosalind and
Lee Nixon of Hattiesburg. She is a

member of the Spirit of the River
marching band, the concert band,
the PRCC Recruitment team and
Partnership on Campus. Her es-
cort was her brother, Fredrick
Hinton Jr.

Bryant is the daughter of Micky
and Debbie Bryant of Hattiesburg.
She is a freshman in the nursing
program. She is also a drum major
for the Sprit of the River marching
band. Her escort was her father.

Stewart is the daughter of Tom
and Dona Stewart of Picayune.
She is a freshman majoring in jour-
nalism. She is a member of the
PRCC cheerleader squad and the
Partnership on Campus. Her es-
cort was her father. 

Ladner is the daughter of Elaine
Ladner and the late Vernon Ladner
of Waveland. She is a freshman ma-
joring in public relations. Her es-
cort was her brother, Skip Ladner.

POPLARVILLE - Verlene Nor-
ton Cole, a 1951 graduate of Pearl
River Community College, would
be the first to tell you
that her life has been for-
ever rewarded for having
attended PRCC.

She doesn’t have a
memory of PRCC that
isn’t good. 

“Today, Pearl River is a
big part of my life,” said
Cole. “When I went to
school there, we were a
good bunch. We did not
get into any trouble.
Everybody was friendly. It
is a very special place for me.” 

The 73-year-old Cole received
the PRCC Distinguished Service
Award as part of the college’s 2005
Homecoming celebration.

“I feel like I don’t deserve this
honor,” Cole said. “I haven’t been
involved that long. I am just
thrilled to death that they think
this much of me.”

Cole, a native of Lamar County,
played a major role in helping form
the Forrest-Lamar chapter of the
PRCC Alumni Association in 2003.

Among the events that she has
played a major role in helping plan
are the annual Forrest-Lamar golf
tournament, the chapter’s annual
fish fry and the school’s
Extravaganza.

“Verlene is like the energizer rab-
bit - she just keeps going and
going,” said Donna Wilson Lee, ex-
ecutive director of the PRCC
Development Foundation. “She is

the best volunteer fund raiser that
I have ever had the privilege to
work with.”

During her time at
Pearl River, Cole played
on the basketball team
under Coach Graham
McDonald when the
Wildcats played in
Shivers Gym.   

After graduating from
PRCC, Cole planned to
attend the University of
Southern Mississippi
and be an elementary
school teacher. But a

friend helped her land a
summer job at First National Bank
(now BancorpSouth) in
Hattiesburg. She began work at
the bank on July 16, 1951 and re-
tired as a first vice-president on
Dec. 31, 1989.

Distinguished Service
award goes to Verlene Cole

PROFILE

NAME: Verlene Norton Cole
HOMETOWN: Hattiesburg
BORN: March 2, 1932
FAMILY: Husband, Harry D. Cole,
deceased; one daughter, Linda Cole
of Perryland, Texas.
EDUCATION: Graduated Oak Grove
High School, 1949; graduated Pearl
River Junior College,
1951.
PROFESSION: Retired from the
banking business after 38 1/2
years.

Cole

POPLARVILLE - Celecia Sones,
a 1967 graduate of Pearl River
Community College, was honored
as 2005 Volunteer of the Year dur-
ing Homecoming activi-
ties.

Sones retired in 2000
from PRCC after 25
years as the school nurse.
Her husband,  James, re-
tired from PRCC as the
Dean of Vocational-
Technical Education.

“Celecia has been an
avid supporter of and a
volunteer for Pearl River
Community College for
many years,” said Donna
Wilson Lee, Executive Director of

the PRCC Development
Foundation. “Her untiring efforts
in assisting to decorate for various
events such as Homecoming and

the River Extravaganza
are unmatched.

“She has spent count-
less hours volunteering
to work events taking
tickets, distributing auc-
tion items, collating and
binding our cookbooks,
stamping and sorting
bulk mailings and vari-
ous other jobs. Her dedi-
cation as a volunteer has
never waivered even

since her retirement from
PRCC in 2000.”  

Sones named Volunteer of Year 

Sones

Parish, Robbins
Alumni of Year

PROFILE
NAME: Donald K. Robbins
HOMETOWN: Carson
FAMILY: Wife, Floyde (40 years);
one son, Dr. Brett Robbins of
Hattiesburg; one grandson, Sterling.
EDUCATION: Graduated Bassfield
High School, 1955; graduated Pearl
River Junior College, 1957;
University of Southern Mississippi,
1959.
OCCUPATION: Retired, U.S. Postal
Service; owns-operates 500-acre
tree farm.

PROFILE
NAME: Maude Parish
HOMETOWN: Sandy Hook
FAMILY: Husband, Garland (51
years); one son, William Parish of
McComb, one daughter, Susan
Albritton of Sandy Hook; four
grandchildren; two great grand-
daughters.
EDUCATION: Graduated Columbia
High School, 1950; attended Pearl
River Junior College, 1951-52.
OCCUPATION: Retired, J.C. Penney,
25 years.

POPLARVILLE - Maude Parish
and Donald K. Robbins have al-
ways loved Pearl River Community
College. 

“Pearl River meant a
whole lot to me,” said
Parish, who attended
PRCC in 1951-52. “I
found my husband
(Garland) there. And,
thanks to the business
courses I took there,
Pearl River got me start-
ed in my working career.
It was a fun time for me.”

Said Robbins, 68, a
1957 graduate of Pearl
River, “Going to Pearl
River was the thing to do
during that era. I never
considered any other col-
lege.”

The Parishes were
elected to the PRCC
Development Found-
ation Board of Directors
in 1997. Maude Parish
served as vice-chairman
of the Board of Directors
in 1999-2000.

Robbins is a member of the ex-
ecutive committee of the PRCC
Alumni Assn. He is also a member
of the Board of Directors of the
PRCC Development Foundation.     

Because of their dedication,
Maude Parish and Robbins were
this year’s co-recipients of the
school’s Alumnus of the Year
award. 

“I think there are many more
people more deserving than I am,”
said Robbins. 

According to Donna Wilson Lee,
executive director of the PRCC
Development Foundation, Robbins
has done more than his share.

“Don is tenacious in his efforts
to promote Pearl River,” said Lee.
“He has been an active Foundation
board member and is devout in his
attendance at PRCC events. Don

was an outstanding member of the
chapel committee and worked re-
lentlessly to see the project to

fruition.”
The same goes for

Maude Parish, who has
been an active member of
the Extravaganza
Committee and the
Sports Hall of Fame se-
lection committee.

“Maude has been an
outstanding Foundation
board member for many
years and has served in
various other capacities
as an alumnus of PRCC,”
said Lee. “She has been a
vital force in the success
of the annual River
Extravaganza having
served as its chairman
for two different years. ” 

Parish came to PRCC
from Columbia on a bas-
ketball scholarship when
her high school coach,
Jamie Turnage, got the
PRCC job. “She wanted

me to come down here
and play, so that’s what I did,” said
Parish. “I got a half-scholarship. I
paid $18 and a few cents to go to
school.”

Robbins played baseball at
PRCC under coach Lewis Murray.
His wife, Floyde, is a teacher and
PRCC graduate.

Robbins graduated from
Bassfield High School and studied
business at PRCC.

“When I went to PRCC, Dr.
Garvin Johnston was the president
and he pushed academics,” said
Robbins. “We had chapel once a
week and he expected you to be at
the chapel events. His favorite
thing to say was, ‘I want to urge
you students to apply yourself and
make something of yourself.’ Pearl
River has always been a big part of
my life.”

Parish

Robbins
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Sophomore Chastity McLemore was crowned Homecoming queen by PRCC President William Lewis. These PRCC students enjoyed Homecoming Day under sunny skies in Dobie Holden Stadium. 

Girl Scouts (left) enjoyed meeting the Wildcat.       

The Pearl River Community College Cheerleaders helped to keep the fans’ team spirit high. Former PRCC student Stevie Dewease sang the national anthem. 

Homecoming is enjoyed by alumni as well as future generations of PRCC students. The baby wanted to know where the Wildcat went.    
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HATTIESBURG - Pearl River Community College's School of
Practical Nursing program at the Forrest County Center recently in-
ducted its 2005-06 HOSA (Health Occupations Students of
America) officers. They include from left: Seated - Debbie Hebert,
chaplain, Quiana Hinton, president, Brandon Doby, vice president,
and Elizabeth Hall, all of Hattiesburg, secretary, and Instructor

Donna Simpson. Standing - Instructor Susan Bedwell, Delia
Mackabee of Columbia, chaplain, Patsy Hanberry of Runnelstown,
Tommie Jean Hinton of Walnut Grove, parliamentarian, Mandy
Lewis of Sumrall, treasurer, Chris Clinton of Petal, chaplain, Erica
Woods of Hattiesburg, chaplain, Instructor Cindy Boutwell, and
Valerie McDougle of Hattiesburg, parliamentarian.

HATTIESBURG - Pearl River Community College’s Dental Hygiene
program recently was recognized for hosting the national “Give Kids
a Smile Day” at the Forrest County Center. Children from low in-
come families received free dental services ranging from oral
screenings to cleanings, fillings and crowns. Pictured in the photo,
from left, are Richton Dentist Roddy Scarbrough, president elect of
the Mississippi Dental Association, Dr. Stan Hill, Chair of the PRCC
Dental Hygiene Department, and Hattiesburg Dentist Erik Graham,
president of the South Mississippi Dental Society. PRCC received
its award at the MDA 130th annual session this year.

The students in the Dental Hygiene program re-
cently held a table clinic at the Forrest County
Center in the Allied Health Center on “Smoking
Cessation.”  The Dental Hygiene Program offers
PRCC students free nicotine replacement therapy
in the form of patches, gum , or lozenges.  For
more information, phone 601-554-5509.
Students participating in the clinic were from left:
First row - Angie Horton of Moss Point, Wendy

Monroe of Biloxi, Elisha Prisk of Columbia, Christa
Ellzey of Ellisville, Cristal Bean of Bay St. Louis.
Basck row - Emily Lochner of Biloxi, Carol Leigh
Dossett of McNeill, Ashlie Smith of Picayune,
Andrea Dedeaux of Pass Christian, Jennifer Self
of Saucier, Jaclyn Goar of Hattiesburg, Cynthia
Latham of Carriere, Norma Allen of Long Beach,
Stacy Mathews of Petal, and Katie Bringedahl of
Gulfport.

Billy Landrigan visits the FCC Library before leaving for Kuwait.

Despite Hurricane Katrina’s interruption, construction continues on the new building at the Forrest
County Center in Hattiesburg. The 12,000 square-foot building across the front of the campus on U.S.
49 South will provide a new academic image to the school. New spaces include five classrooms, a

learning center with 30-35 computers, new library space with two study rooms and administrative
space, two new academic offices and new restrooms. Completion of the project is expected to be
sometime in late spring, 2006.  

PRCC assistant librarian doing
military service in Kuwait

Pearl River Community College
assistant librarian Billy Landrigan
has left behind the stacks of books
at the Forrest County Center to
fulfill a more crucial mission —
that is serving his country.

In August, Landrigan left for
Kuwait to carry out his Naval
Reserve position as a First Class
Petty Officer Storekeeper (SK1)
with Navy Cargo Handling
Battalion 13 (NCHB-13).

“I’m excited,” said Landrigan.
“I’m ready to go. I’m ready to see
Kuwait, and I don’t expect any
problems. I’ll be able to keep in
touch with my family through the
internet, and my co-workers at
PRCC gave me a digital camera as
a going away present, so I’ll be
able to send pictures home.”

Headquartered at the Gulfport
Seabee Base, NCHB 13 spent sev-
eral weeks in Virginia learning
small arms training and hand-to-
hand combat before arriving at the
Kuwait this September.

The reservists will provide com-
bat service support through logis-
tics operations, which include
cargo handling support and port
operations.  The NCHB loads and
unloads cargo of all types (If it is in
Kuwait or Iraq we can and will un-
load it.), which will then used to
support American troops.

Landrigan has worked at the
PRCC Forrest County Center li-
brary for three years. He has  a cer-
tificate of proficiency in licensed
practical nursing from PRCC and
an Associates degree from PRCC,
which has made him a valuable
asset to the library,  which is
housed in the Allied Health
Center.

He spent 11 years as an active
duty sailor stationed in Scotland,
Iceland, Okinawa, and then Japan
before becoming a Naval
Reservist.

Landrigan lives in Sumrall with
his wife, Cathy, and his two chil-
dren, Josh, 11, and Sarah, 14.

When Landrigan returns, the
Forrest County Center should
have a new, expanded library, as
part of the addition to the facility
currently being built on U.S. 49
South.

The battalion is scheduled to re-
turn in May of 2006.

Frankie Lee is PRCC’s new
WIA coordinator for district

Frankie Lee of Hattiesburg is the
new Pearl River Community
College Workforce Investment Act
(WIA) Coordinator of the PRCC
six-county district.  

Previously, Lee worked in mort-
gage banking and then
at Jones County Junior
College as an instructor
in the Adult Basic
Education Department.
Lee has a bachelor’s de-
gree in accounting and
business administration
from Lincoln University
in Missouri and a mas-
ter’s degree in Education
Administration from
William Carey College.

WIA provides new job
skills or improves on existing
skills through approved training
programs at the college.  WIA
helps to pay for the tuition and
books that students will need to
complete a one or two-year pro-
gram, such as Surgical

Technology, Dental Hygiene,
Practical Nursing, Welding,
Heating and Air Conditioning,
Barbering, Computer Networking,
Drafting, Respiratory Care
Technology, and Electrical

Technology.
Lee began at PRCC

this June and is excited
about working here.  “I
really like it here.  This
job has a lot of variety,
and I think my back-
ground in teaching and
business are a perfect
combination for this job.

I was thrilled to see
forty-six students who
received assistance from

the WIA office graduate
this summer.”   

According to Miriam Manaway,
a widow with four grown children
and five grandchildren, WIA en-
abled her to begin a new career.  

“I completed the Licensed
Practical Nurse program at the

Pearl River Community College
Hattiesburg and graduated this
summer,” said Manaway.  I had
worked at the public schools as an
assistant and then as a secretary
for 10 years, but that wasn’t what I
wanted to do.  I wanted to work
where I could really help people.”

“I had to quit my job to go back
to school, and I knew juggling
home and school would be a finan-
cial burden, so WIA was a tremen-
dous help.

“People who are interested in re-
turning to school can contact me,”
said Lee.  “I’ll tell them what they
need to do to get the process start-
ed.  

To participate in WIA, partici-
pants must be accepted into the
school before their application will
be considered.  

Participants must also report
their progress to the PRCC WIA
coordinator.

For more information, contact
Lee at 601-554-5531.

Lee
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Adjunct faculty in Poplarville pose for a photo after their orientation training in August.  From left to right,
front, are Sonja McCaskill, Child Psychology; Dell Douglass, College Skills; Barbra Harris, Nutrition;
Svetlana Lucas, Oral Communication; Ellen Hawkins, Music Appreciation; (2nd row) Jennifer Carroll,
Biology I (online); Laura Lee Moore, Spanish I & II (online); Carrie D. Strickland, Applied Brass & Music
Appreciation; Anna Holsten, Design I & Art Appreciation; Betty B. Kelly, English Composition I; (3rd row)
Richard Douglass, Business Law; Toby Lofton, Old Testament; Janice Dear, College Algebra; Chris
Copelan, Algebra; Emily Carlisle, Biology 1 & 11; James Royston, Biology I; Stan Davis, New Testament
Survey.

PRCC Museum receives national recognition
Ronn Hague (center), representing Pearl River Community College
Museum, receives the Certificate of Commendation at the 60th
Annual AASLH Awards program in Pittsburgh. The award is present-
ed by Chairman of the American Association for State and Local
History, David Crosson (left) and President and CEO, Terry Davis
(right).  The museum received the award for its production, “The
Pearl River College Story,” a documentary on DVD. PRCC Museum
was the only Mississippi museum represented at the awards cere-
mony.

Johnnie Taylor (center), telecommuncations manager at PRCC, re-
cently received from the State Board for Community and Junior
Colleges, a “Resolution of Commendation” for his contributions to
the Community and Junior Colleges Technology Contacts, Pearl
River Community College and the State of Mississippi. Associate
Executive Director, Dr. Larry Day and Chairman of the State Board
of Community and Junior Colleges, George Walker, presented
Taylor his award.

Look back in time:
Pearl River on TV 

TThhee ffoolllloowwiinngg aarrttiiccllee aappppeeaarreedd
iinn tthhee FFeebbrruuaarryy,, 11995588,, eeddiittiioonn ooff
TThhee CCaaddeett,, PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr CCoolllleeggee’’ss
sscchhooooll nneewwssppaappeerr aatt tthhee ttiimmee..

------
The Pearl River College

Orchestra and “String of Pearls”
maded their television debut on
WDAM-TV in Hattiesburg
Wednesday night, Jan. 29, 1958.
The 15-minute program CAMPUS
HIGHLIGHTS was under the di-
rection of Mr. Joe Ello.

The Orchestra opened the pro-
gram with the Alma Mater. Mr.
David Waite, announcer for the
station, introduced Mr. Ello, the
Orchestra, and the Majorettes.
“The String of Pearls,” led by head
majorette Charlotte Lott, danced
as the orchestra played “ ‘S
Wonderful.”

Mr. Waite then interviewed
Prof. Art Higmon on the technical
program here at Pearl River
College.

The Orchestra swung into the

“Main Title Theme” from “The
Man With The Golden Arm.”

After thisd swining selection,
Coach Jack Gallagher was inter-
viewed by Mr. Waite as to the fine
achievements of the Wildcat
cagers thus far this season.

As their grand finale, the
Orchestra and “String of Pearls”
selected “Rock Right.”

The program went off the air
with the orchestra playing the
Alma Mater in the background.

The “String of Pearls” appearing
on the program were: Head
Majorette Charlott Lott of
Picayune; Featurettes, Barbara
and Gaynell Lee, also of Picayune;
Ruby Cosper of Prentiss; Nita Von
Jonjes of Gulfport; Gloria Steel of
Columbia; Marilyn Rodgers of
Hattiesburg; Carroll Dyar and
Phyllios Taylor of Purvis; Patricia
Stuart, Jo Beth Bass, madelyn
Sinclair, Joann Watts, Dianne
Stewart and backy Phillips, all of
Poplarville. 

Abadie, Martha _ English          
Sumrall, Christina _ Oral
Communication  
Rutland, Donald _ Biology
Simon, David _ Mathematics     
Soulier, Camille _ Personal
and Community Health
Rich, Glenda _ Essential
Skills      
Turner, Sue _ American
National Gov't.                         
Wells, Judy _ Mathematics        
Wildman, Mary Gail _
College Skills                            
Barnard, Lisa _ Accounting       
Brady, Christie _ Psychology     
Brockway, Jane _ Computer
Science                                  
Bufkin, Martha _ Biology          
Catlett, Shelia _ Mathematics    
Conerly, Janice _ English          
Cowart, Toni _ Mathematic       
Crider, Tanya _ Biology            
Downing, Allison _ Biology       

Dunnam, Kathryn _
Psychology                               
Easterling, Victoria _ Reading   
Elliot, Vickie _ Nutrition           
Fagan, Patsy _ English              
Gatlin, Rudy _ Music                
Gauthier, Mona _ Psychology    
Glamser, Eva _ English             
Hampton, Joan _ Chemistry      
Harris, Lynn _ Psychology        
Hornsby, Ben _ History,
Philosopy, Psychology,
English                
Jerome, Tina _ Criminal
Justice                               
Jones, Justine _ Sociology         
Johnson, Linda _ Psychology     
Johnson, Lashanda _
Psychology                               
LaVigne, Lynn _ History           
Leatherwood, Eric _ English     
Lindsey, Leticia _ Biology         
Loftin Kristi _ Nutrition            
Loper, Teresa _ Mathematics     

Lowery, Debbie _
Mathematics                             
Lucas, Svetlana _ Oral
Communication                        
Lux, Mary _ Biology                 
Magomo, Douglas _
Mathematics                             
Mc Guyer, Donna _ English      
McHale, Mary _ Biology           
McMillan, Sheryl _ College
Skills, Self Affirmation              
Milling, Dorothy _ English        
Neary, Kevin _ English              
Nicholson, Andrelle _ English   
Pearce, Kathy _ Mathematics    
Powe, Neil _ Reading                
Powell, Kirk _ Mathematics       
Powell, Amanda _ Biology         
Stahler, Sharon _ Psychology   
Norman Rowe _ History
Powers, Alicia _ Nutrition     
Ransom, Brian _ Music     
Rich, Glenda _ Essential
Skills 

Adjunct faculty at Forrest County Center

Dr. John Grant, Vice President for Instruction at PRCC, conducts an orientation session for adjunct faculty at the Forrest County Center in
Hattiesburg before the start of a new school year. 
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POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community College's School of Practical Nursing program at the 
Poplarville campus recently inducted its 2005-06 HOSA (Health Occupations Students of America)
officers. They include from left: Seated - Amanda Anderson, treasurer, and Monica Hammack, both of
Poplarville, secretary, Lacy Parks of Purvis, vice president, and Rebecca Peterson of Poplarville,
president. Standing - Emilie Prince of Picayune, parliamentarian-chaplain, Instructor Barbara Whiddon,
Michele Herndon of Poplarville, historian, and Devin Quave of Carriere, social committee chair.

NEW FACULTY/STAFF MEMBERS at Pearl River Community College took a break from orientation to
pose for a photo.  The new instructors are (left, front) Darlene Gray, Learning Lab instructor; Amanda
Estes, Associate Degree Nursing instructor; Stacy Smith, Learning Lab instructor; Diane Stringer,
Occupational Therapy Instructor; (2nd row) Thomas Smith, Fitness-Wellness specialist; Joyce Martin,
Associate Degree Nursing instructor; Barbara Mathis, English instructor; Kelly Tucker, Math instructor;
Frankie Lee, Workforce Investment Act Coordinator; (3rd row) Reggie Richardson, Asst. Baseball
Coach and Health instructor; Kyle Roane, Asst. Men’s Basketball and Golf coach; Douglas Donohue,
Forrest County Center Math instructor;  (4th row) Terra Lynn Cox, Medical Lab Technology instructor;
Stephen Black, History instructor; Maggie Smith, Hancock Center English instructor.

Work to renovate the Hancock Center in Waveland, which was devastated by Hurricane Katrina, is underway. PRCC President William Lewis and Vice President for Instruction John Grant met with building offi-
cials recently and plans call for the center to be fully operational again sometime in the spring. Currently, Hancock County classes are being held at Stennis International Airport.
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POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College alumnus Kyle
Roane has joined the PRCC
College athletic family. Roane, 32,
a 1992 graduate of PRCC, is the
new assistant men’s basketball and
head golf coach.

“The time I spent at Pearl River
was some of the best years of my
life,” said Roane. “I love every-
thing about Pearl River. I am very
familiar with all aspects of the
school.”

Roane, a native of Brooklyn and
1991 graduate of Forrest County
AHS, has an extensive coaching
background. He played one season
for the Wildcats, then served as a
student assistant coach for one
year and worked two years as full-
time assistant under current head
coach Richard Mathis. During that
time, the Wildcats won the state
championship in 1995.

Roane received his B.S. from the
University of Southern Mississippi
in 1995 and his Masters from USM
in 1997.  He joined the USM

coaching staff
in 1996 and
spent seven
seasons as an
assistant
coach for the
Golden
Eagles, the
final two as
assistant head
coach. During
Roane’s time
at USM, the
Golden Eagles won the
Conference USA regular season
championship in 2001.

Following USM, Roane spent
two seasons as the boys’ basketball
coach at FCAHS. The Aggies
reached the South State playoffs in
both seasons.

“An opportunity came up for me
to be a part of Pearl River again in
my professional career, and I am
excited about it,” said Roane. “It
also gives me the chance to work
again under Coach Mathis, who I
think is one of the best junior col-

lege coaches in the country.”
Roane will also teach math and

health at PRCC. He is married to
Brooke Roane, and they have two
children: Spencer, 9, and Shelby, 7.

n Meanwhile, Reggie
Richardson, Nate Murray, and
Justin Byrd have joined the PRCC
staff as assistant baseball coaches
under new head coach  Jamie
McMahon.

Richardson comes to PRCC
from Northeast Lauderdale High
School, where he was baseball
coach for one year. He has also
coached at East Central
Community College and Jones
County Junior College. He played
baseball at Jones and William
Carey College.

Murray played shortstop on the
PRCC World Series team in 2002
before playing three seasons at the
University of New Orleans.

Byrd, who is serving as a volun-
teer coach, comes to PRCC from
Lumberton High School. He also
played baseball at PRCC.

PRCC names Kyle Roane assistant basketball coach

Roane

POPLARVILLE - Five-year
Wildcat assistant Jamie McMahon
has been named head coach of the
Pearl River Community College
baseball team.

He succeeds ay Artigues, who
recently resigned to accept the
head coaching job at Southeastern
Louisiana in Hammond.

McMahon joined the Wildcat
coaching staff in 2001 as an assis-
tant to Jim Nightengale and re-
mained on board with Artigues
who was hired the following sea-
son. The last three seasons of
Artigues’ tenure, McMahon served
as assistant head coach.

Pearl River president Dr.
William Lewis lauded McMahon.
“The baseball program is a highly-
visible aspect of our institution
and we’re happy to have Coach
McMahon as our head coach,” said
Lewis. “His background is from
this area and he is very familiar
with all aspects of our program.

“We have a lot of confidence in
Jamie. The people he has gone to
baseball school under - Harry
Breland, Corky Palmer, Bobby
Halford and Jay Artigues - have

provided him
with a strong
baseball back-
ground.”

McMahon
says he’s
ready for the
opportunity.
“I’m excited
that I’ve been
given the op-
portunity
here,” he said.
“We’ve built a tremendous tradi-
tion here over the last four years
and my goal is to keep it going. I
learned a lot under Coach
Artigues. His off-field organiza-
tional skills were outstanding and
that aspect of his coaching abilities
were an education for me.”

McMahon, affectionately known
as “Coach Mac,” graduated from
Oak Grove High in 1993 and went
on to play two seasons (1994-
1995) at Meridian Community
College under now-Southern
Mississippi coach Corky Palmer.
He then transferred to William
Carey College where he played sec-
ond base for Coach Bobby

Halford’s Crusaders in 1996-1997.
McMahon served as a student

assistant coach under Halford in
1998, then returned to Meridian
CC in 1999 and 2000 as an assis-
tant. He was an assistant at Mount
San Antonio College in Walnut,
Cal., in 2001.

McMahon, 29, earned his bache-
lor of science degree in physical
education from William Carey in
1998 and his master’s of science
degree in secondary education
with a discipline in social studies
from Mississippi State University.   

Artigues was hired in 2002 to
lead the Wildcats and guided the
team to unprecedented heights; in-
cluding a NJCAA Division II
World Series berth and Region 23
championship in his first season in
Poplarville and an MACJC state
championship in 2004. His 2005
team finished No. 1 in the final
NJCAA Division II baseball poll.

The Wildcats qualified for both
state and regional tournaments all
four years during his tenure. 

While at Pearl River, Artigues
was 170-48 and posted a 46-12
record this past season.

McMahon new PRCC baseball coach

McMahon

POPLARVILLE - Sophomore
Chris Lowery of Petal is
the 2005 recipient of the
Dobie Holden
Scholarship at Pearl
River Community
College.

Lowery, 19, is a gradu-
ate of Petal High School.
He is a starting line-
backer on the Wildcat
football team. He is a
General Studies major. 

Lowery is the son of
Mike and Debbie Lowery
of Petal.

“Chris is a hard-working kid
with a lot of potential,” said PRCC
head coach Tim Hatten. “He is
very coachable, a hard worker and
a model citizen for our program.”

The late Dobie Holden was a
highly successful head football
coach at PRCC. From 1948 until

1966, he recorded a 140-43-7
record and his teams were always
ranked in the NJCAA’s Top 10.

In addition, he led the Wildcats
to 17 straight wins over arch-rival
Gulf Coast, while winning four of
five bowl games. 

Holden coached at Picayune for
a decade, posting a 72-19-7 record

and, at one point, won 37 straight
games. He resigned the
Picayune job in 1943,
took a job with a ship-
building firm in Slidell,
La. , and a year later he
was back in
coaching - this
time in
Pascagoula.

By 1948,
Coach Holden
had accepted
the Wildcats’

head job and the
rest is history. Holden’s
lifetime record was 240-
74-15. His PRCC teams
won seven state champi-
onships. The 1961 team
finished 10-0 and also won the
NJCAA national championship. 

Holden died in 1986, but his
competitive attitude on life re-
mains alive in so many people
today. 

He was one of the first to be se-
lected into the college’s Sports
Hall of Fame and has also been in-
ducted into the Mississippi Sports
Hall of Fame.

KKeeiitthh DDaanniieellss SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp
Sophomore Ben McGilton of

Pearl River Central is the 2005 re-
cipient of the Keith Daniels
Scholarship.

McGilton, 19, a General Studies
major, is a defensive lineman for
the Wildcats. He is the son of

Patrick and Cheryl
McGilton of Carriere.

“Ben is a kid who
came in here last year
and made a difference
during our champi-
onship run,” said Hatten.
“He’s one of our team
leaders this year. He has
been a solid player for us.
He gets better with every
game. He is a very hard-
nosed player.”
Daniels passed away in

2000 during his sixth season as
PRCC’s head football coach. He
had a long, successful career as an
assistant coach on the collegiate
level before he was hired in the
spring of 1995 to succeed Willie
Coats at PRCC.

Daniels guided PRCC to a 7-3
record his inaugural season. In
1996, his freshman-ladened team
fell to 2-8.

His overall record at PRCC was
21-34.     

Lowery, McGilton get scholarships

Lowery

McGilton

PRCC Cosmetology students recently traveled to Jackson for the
59th Annual National Cosmetology Association of Mississippi
Convention. Two PRCC students won in the Consumer Extension
Competition category: Lottie K. Sandifer (left) of Purvis won third
place and Aria S. Magee of Columbia won first place. “They are
just beginning cosmetology students, but they won in a major
event, and I’m proud,” said Delois Stovall, cosmetology instructor. 

Men’s soccer: South Division champs

Soccer
action
The PRCC men’s soccer team
finished the season with a 12-2
overall record.  Above photo,
PRCC’s Zach Crawford (1) pur-
sues the ball in the Wildcats’ 4-3
season-ending loss to
Mississippi Delta in the MACJC
Tournament recently at
Raymond. Crawford, a freshman
from Oak Grove, scored one of
PRCC’s goals in the final game.
In other action, Michael Kivlan
(18), sophomore from Bay St.
Louis, works to get a shot, while
freshman Hagen Napier (5) of
Oak Grove bounces the ball off
his shoulder. Photos by Mitch
Deaver. 

PRCC Drafting & Design instructor William Lee shadowed NASA
technicians and engineers at Marshall Space Flight Center (MSFC) this
summer.  Lee learned the skills needed to prepare his students to become
effective designers, build innovative first year Aerospace design, and
3Dmodeling and Rapid Prototyping.

“My goals at PRCC have really expanded since being accepted for the
NASA faculty internship,” said Lee. “One of these goals is to create a
unique Rapid Prototyping center at PRCC. The RP Center along with
our Drafting and Design program would reach out to high schools, in-
dustry and the community, allowing the students to create parts from
their computer-aided designed geometry.  The goal is to encourage sec-
ondary students to explore options in the Design, Manufacturing and
Aerospace fields by allowing them access to high end applications.”

By serving on the PRCC SpaceTEC faculty team in conjunction with
the National SpacTEC program, Lee plans to teach students how to enter
the Aerospace workforce as operational and viable employees. Along with
the Drafting and Design curriculum framework, the Rapid Prototyping
experience, and the integrated Aerospace Technology, the program will
be followed with a National SpaceTEC Certification Exam.

“My intentions are to train PRCC students in the specific and general
skills needed to easily blend into the Aerospace workforce as
Drafter/Designers/Engineering Techs or into higher education,” said
Lee.  

“I’m very proud and privileged to have had the opportunity to work
with NASA at Marshall,” said Lee.  

D&D Instructor learns
Aerospace Design
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Lady Wildcats: 2005 MACJC State Soccer Champs

Pearl River Community College’s Lady Wildcats pose with the
MACJC championship plaque following their 2-1 victory over
Mississippi Gulf Coast recently on the Hinds CC campus in
Raymond. The state title marks the first-ever for the PRCC women,
who have won six MACJC South Division championships since the
women’s and men’s soccer program started at the college in 1999.

Pictured are from left: First row seated - Jennifer Vital of Carriere
and Aaron Holder of Oak Grove. Kneeling - Nikki Shows of
Hattiesburg, Holland McCandless of Waveland, Becky Horton of
Slidell, La., Jaclyn Allen of Oak Grove, Kasey Hendry of Oak Grove,
Jessica Boehmer of Oak Grove, and student trainer Chris Darden of
Poplarville. Third row - Mandy Walker of Florence, Laken Stamps of

Oak Grove, Haadi Likely of Gautier, Emily Vanlandingham of North
Pike, Amanda Melville of Gulfport, Samanta Gracia of Oak Grove,
Kristy McCain of Vicksburg, Brittney Parks of Carriere, assistant
coach Chad Hampton and manager Ashley Scott of Raleigh. Back
row - manager Chase Coon of North Pike, Brandi Re of Oak Grove,
Carol Ann Thigpen of Carriere and head coach Patrick Hayes.           

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community College’s
men’s and women’s basketball teams will be homeless
this season, thanks to Hurricane Katrina.

M.R. White Coliseum, home of the Wildcats, suf-
fered extensive damage from the Aug. 29 storm.
According to Athletic Director and head men’s bas-
ketball coach Richard Mathis, the Wildcats will play
all of their home games except one at Poplarville High
School.

PRCC students will be admitted with their ID
cards.

“We hope the students will make the trip across
town to support us,” said Mathis. “The gym over
there is relatively close quarters which should make
for a good atmosphere for basketball. Plus, we intend
to play a more exciting, up tempo game this year.
That should be exciting to everyone. We have held a
couple of scrimmages and I think we should be okay.

“But we need the student support to make it a fun

environment to play in.”
The starting lineup for the Wildcats this season will

include:
■ Alton Robinson, 6-6 sophomore from Hattiesburg
■ Jamar Flowers, 6-6 freshman from White Castle,

La.
■ Wesley Jones, 6-7 freshman from Beatrice, Ala.
■ Jeremy Holder, 6-5 sophomore from Lumberton
■ Adrian Harris, 5-9 sophomore from Wiggins
Other members of the team include: 6-1 sophomore

Marquez Singleton of Bay St. Louis; 5-9 freshman
Patton Stanley of Waynesboro; 5-10 sophomore
Darius Acker of Pearlington; 6-1 Chasen Uptain of
Poplarville; 5-9 freshman Tyshawn Brown of Gulfport;
6-7 freshman James Williams of Hattiesburg; 6-4
freshman Braxton Rockwell of Pearlington; and 6-6
freshman Tim Sterling of New Orleans.

Mathis is beginning his 15th season at PRCC. Last
year’s team finished 13-14 following back-to-back

state championships. Assisting Mathis is Kyle Roane.
Graduate assistant is Jason Francis.

Coach Ed Walley begins his sixth season at PRCC.
The Lady Wildcats were 13-12 last season. Assisting
Walley is Brady Walley.

“We will have a better ball club than what we have
had the last couple of years,” said Walley.

“It will be tough playing every home game off cam-
pus. We won’t have the home-floor advantage, but we
do have some freshmen and look forward to seeing
what they can do.”

The starting lineup for the Lady Wildcats this sea-
son will include:

■ Angela Miller, 5-7 freshman from Penbroke, Ga.
■ Tina Lewis, 5-11 sophomore from Mableton, Ga.
■ LaTerrica Booth, 5-7 freshman from Bassfield
■ Calia Daggons, 6-0 freshman from Meraux, La.
■ Brittany Blackston, 5-6 sophomore from

Hattiesburg

■ Ashley Jones, 6-0 sophomore from Florence
Walley said Doggons, Blackston and Jones are com-

peting for inside starting positions.
Other members of the Lady Wildcat team include:

5-5 freshman Ziena Husband of Petal; 5-6 freshman
Tanesha Stokes of East Marion; 5-9 freshman Kaci
Williams of Moss Point; 5-9 sophomore Shannon
Primos of Forrest County AHS; 5-10 freshman
Shyeeda Wynne of Lumberton; 5-7 freshman Slyvanna
Houston of Brandon; 5-7 freshman Cashara Outlaw of
Brandon; and 5-8 freshman Dee Robertson of North
Forrest.      

The Wildcats open the 2005-06 season on
Thursday, Nov. 3, at Mississippi Delta.

The home opener is Monday, Nov. 7 against East
Mississippi. Other home games before the Christmas
Holidays include Monday, Nov. 14, against Northeast
CC, Monday, Nov. 28, against Holmes and Monday,
Dec. 5, against Itawamba CC.   

Wildcat basketball teams face new season without a home court

Wildcats make playoffs, shoot for 3rd straight state title
Defending NJCAA and MACJC champion Pearl River Community

College is not the South Division champion, but the Wildcats are in the
state playoffs for the fourth straight year.

“We would’ve loved to win a third straight (division title), but we’re in
(the playoffs) and that’s what counts,” said fourth-year PRCC head coach
Tim Hatten, who has guided the Wildcats to back-to-back state titles and
an NJCAA championship last year. “You’ve got to get into the tourna-
ment to even have a chance to win it. We’re looking forward to it. It’s
going to be fun.”

The Wildcats close out regular season play Thursday (Nov. 3) night at
home against Co-Lin. Last week, the Wildcats pounded non-division rival
Mississippi Delta 51-14 in Dobie Holden Stadium.

Two weeks ago, PRCC saw its record 23-game winning streak snap
with a hard-fought, high-scoring 55-47 road loss to arch-rival Mississippi
Gulf Coast; which clinched its first South Division championship.

Gulf Coast will now host to North No. 2 seed Itawamba in Perkinston
in first-round action Saturday, Nov. 12, while South No. 2 Pearl River will
travel to North No. 1 Northeast Mississippi in Booneville. The winners

of those two bouts will face off for the MACJC championship Saturday,
Nov. 12.

Pearl River, which fell from second to 10th in the NJCAA poll follow-
ing its loss to Gulf Coast, improved to 5-1 overall, while sporting a 5-1 di-
vision mark. Delta fell to 2-4 overall and is 2-3 in North play.

All-American quarterback Jimmy Oliver, who passed for a record 623
yards and six touchdowns in the Gulf Coast loss to earn NJCAA and
Region 23 “Offensive Player of the Week” honors, played only three quar-
ters against the Trojans but still passed for 263 yards and five TDs.

“It was a typical game for Jimmy,” Hatten continued. “His numbers
would’ve been bigger if we had thrown the ball in the second half more
before we took him out.”

His first scoring toss came on the first series of the game when he
zipped a 26-yarder to Demetrius Byrd in the first to cap a six-play, 66-
yard drive; then he kept for a four-yard score two series later after
Wildcat linebacker George Leverette intercepted a pass and returned it
inside the five.

Scott Hillery booted both extra points to put the Wildcats up 14-0.

Late in the first, PRCC defensive end Ben McGilton snatched his first
collegiate interception at the Trojan 24 and it took the Wildcats only four
plays to pad their lead when Oliver hit Chris Wright with a 35-yard TD
pass.

Steven Kulikowski’s ensuing kickoff bounced out of bounds, but a 15-
yard Delta got things started at the 20 and it took only one snap for the
Trojans to cash in when running back Kendall Evans sped around right
end for the 80-yard distance to the end zone. 

Oliver answered with a 65-yard scoring drive, hitting Byrd for 10 yards
to the Trojan 35 as the first quarter ended, then connected with Ole Miss
transfer Larry Freeman for a TD catch and run on the first play of the sec-
ond. Oliver’s two-point conversion pass was incomplete, but things were
26-7 with 14:48 left in the half.

Lightning struck again for the Trojans just over a minute later when
Cobbs hit wide receiver Ryan Mason with a 90-yard touchdown pass.
Reed’s PAT made it 26-14 at the 13:32 mark of the second.

PRCC drove to the MDCC three midway in the quarter before Hillery
missed on a 20-yard field goal attempt.    

Defensive lineman Ben McGilton (98) has been a steady performer for the Wildcats all season.

Standout
performer

Sophomore quarterback Jimmy
Oliver (6) plays his final home
game for the Wildcats Thursday,
Nov. 3, against Co-Lin. Oliver,
who prepped at East Marion,
has had a stellar career as a
Wildcat. In 18 games, he has
completed 335 of 621 passes
for 5,460 yards and 61 touch-
downs. He has thrown a touch-
down pass for every 5.4 comple-
tions. His average gain per pass
completion has been 16.2 yards.
He has been intercepted only 22
times.

Photos by
Mitch Deaver
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