
Cosmetology ranked
among country’s best

Veterans Day programs
planned at campuses 
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The Community for Accredited Online Schools website has
ranked Pearl River Community College’s cosmetology program
among the best in the country.

The PRCC program came in at 44 on the list of top 50.
Michelle Patterson is the cosmetology instructor.

The website ranked the schools based on tuition cost, finan-
cial aid opportunities, number of career technical programs, stu-
dent-to-teacher ratio and graduation rate.

The Community for Accredited Online Schools is a compre-
hensive accreditation resource that provides prospective stu-
dents and families with the tools needed to make well-informed
decisions about their education. 

Veterans Day programs will be held at both the Forrest
County Center and on the Poplarville campus. 

The Poplarville campus program will be at 11 a.m. Thursday,
Nov. 10, in the Brownstone Center. Guest speaker will be Gen.
Hudson Holliday, Pearl River County supervisor. PRCC’s
Voices and alumnus Howell Purvis will present the music.

The Forrest County Center program will also be at 11 a.m.
Thursday, Nov. 10, in the multipurpose room. Gen. Jeff
Hammond, director of veteran and military student services at
the University of Southern Mississippi, will be guest speakers. 

Petal High School’s showchoir, Soundsations, will present the
music.

Cheri Alder, faculty member at the Forrest County Center, has
been chosen to serve on the Benjamin A Gilman International
Scholarship Selection Panel for Spring 2017 scholarships.

The Gilman is a U.S. State Department scholarship program in-
tended to support study abroad opportunities for both two-year
and four-year college students. 

She will travel to Houston where she will meet other panelists
from around the nation, receive training regarding the program
and its application process, and have the opportunity to evaluate
applications from students in community colleges all across the
U.S.

In addition to her duties teaching history and geography, Alder
serves as faculty of the PRCC Honors Institute.

Dorms close for Thanksgiving

Hancock lecture coming up

Cheri Alder selected to panel

Residence halls on the Poplarville campus will close at 4 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 18, for the Thanksgiving holiday.

The dorms will reopen at noon on Sunday, Nov. 27.
n Also, the Baptist Student Union at the Forrest County

Center will have its last lunch meeting of the semester on
Wednesday, Nov. 16.

Erin Parker will present a talk on The Amazon of North
America: Biodiversity on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

Parker, programs director at the Pascagoula River Audubon
Center in Moss Point, will speak at 12 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 10,
at the Hancock Center.

Registration for spring classes started Tuesday, Nov. 1.
The interactive class schedules can be seen online under the

Academics tab.
“The students need to start seeking advisement,” said Dr.

Martha Lou Smith, vice president for general education and tech-
nology services. “If they need clarification for who to go to for
advisement, contact the Student Success Center at extension 1250
in Poplarville or 5493 at the Forrest County Center. Contact Mr.
Barnes at the Hancock Center.”

Spring semester classes start on Jan. 9
Registration is also on-going for the winter term the week of

Dec. 12.
Classes in Poplarville are preschool and primary child develop-

ment and world literature I. Courses at the Forrest County Center
are English composition I, world literature I, Spanish I, music ap-
preciation and introduction to sociology. 

The classes meet from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with a 30-minute
lunch break, starting Monday, Dec. 12, through Friday, Dec. 16.
Final exams will be given on Saturday, Dec. 17.

Spring registration
is now underway

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday for the 2016 presidential election.

Photo identification is required to vote in
Mississippi.

Voters who will be out of their home county
on election day can vote by absentee ballot at
the circuit clerk’s office in each county during
regular business hours through Friday, Nov. 4.
State law requires the offices to be open from
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 5, for ab-
sentee voting.

The Mississippi ballot will include the
phrase “Presidential electors for” followed by
the candidates’ names and party affiliation:

Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine, Democrat
Donald J. Trump and Michael R. Pence,

Republican
Darrell Castle and Scott N. Bradley,

Constitution
‘Rocky’ Roque De La Fuente and Michael

Steinberg, American Delta
Jim Hedges and Bill Bayes, Prohibition

Gary Johnson and Bill Weld, Libertarian
Jill Stein and Ajamu Bara, Green.
All of Mississippi’s four congressional seats

are also in contention. Most of PRCC’s six-
county district is in the 4th Congressional
District. 

Those candidates are Democrat Mark
Gladney, incumbent Republican Steven
Palazzo, Libertarian Richard Blake
McCluskey and Reform candidate Shawn
OíHara.

Jefferson Davis County is the the 3rd
Congressional District. Those candidates are
incumbent Republican Gregg Harper,
Democrat Dennis C. Quinn, Veterans candi-
date Roger I. Gerrard and Reform candidate
Lajena Sheets.

The nonpartisan election for Supreme Court
Justice Southern District Post 2 is between in-
cumbent Dawn Beam and Michael T. Shareef.

Some counties will also have local races on
the ballots.

Make sure you vote;
elections next Tuesday

Game ball to Dr. Breerwood 

PRCC head football coach David Saunders awarded the game ball to Vice President Dr.
Adam Breerwood following the Wildcats’ 30-23 victory over Jones County Junior College
in the annual Cat Fight in Ellisville. See more sports coverage, pages 14-16.

2016 Homecoming court

Ellen Hall of Purvis, center, was crowned Pearl River Community College homecoming queen Saturday in Poplarville.
Her court includes, from left, freshman maid Joyce Lumpkin of Carriere, Forrest County Center freshman maid Hailey
Holland of Columbia, freshman maid Takeaslyn Gardner of Prentiss, sophomore maids Cassady Compretta of Bay St.
Louis and Keeli Clark of Franklinton, La., Forrest County Center sophomore maid Alexis Pickens of Hattiesburg, fresh-
man maid Brittany Bright of Laurel and Hancock Center maid Kamri Jones of Bay St. Louis.
PRCC Public Relations photos

Left, Pearl River
Community College
President Dr. William
Lewis, right, congratulates
Ellen Hall of Purvis sec-
onds after crowning her
PRCC homecoming
queen Saturday. She is
escorted by her father,
Rett Hall of Purvis.

Homecoming a festive event at PRCC
Pearl River Community College cele-

brated homecoming Saturday, Oct. 29,
with reunions, awards, beautiful girls and
a new men’s choir.

PRCC President Dr. William Lewis
crowned Ellen Hall of Purvis as queen
after she and her court of eight maids were
presented to the crowd at halftime.

The day started with the Sports Hall of
Fame induction of six outstanding ath-
letes.

John Pigott of Picayune, insurance
agent and member of the Mississippi
Community College Board, received the
Alumnus of the Year Award at the annual
luncheon.

Distinguished Service Awards went to
John Clearman of Sumrall and the
Southern Mississippi Planning and
Development District. Clearman and
SMPDD have both provided thousands of
dollars in scholarships to PRCC students.

Three football players were recognized
as recipients of special scholarships -
quarterback D.J. Gillins of Jacksonville,
Fla., Coach John Russell Memorial
Scholarship; lineman Josh Neumann of
Carriere, Coach Dobie Holden Memorial
Scholarship; and linebacker David Salser
of Carriere, Coach Keith Daniels
Memorial Scholarship.

Approximately 30 members of the

Classes of 1955-57 reunited at the lunch-
eon and under a reunion tent at Dobie
Holden Stadium. A dozen members of the
1956 state championship football team
were recognized on the field during pre-
game ceremonies.

The pre-game events included singing
of the national anthem by the new PRCC
Men’s Choir, including singers in football,
band and cheerleader uniforms.

While alumni were attending the lunch-
eon, little girls enjoyed a Pre-coronation
Tea Party with the homecoming court at
the Brownstone Center and the communi-
ty attended the Homecoming Carnival
near the stadium.

The Spirit of the River paid tribute this year to Ray Charles
with a halftime show featuring his music.
Several of PRCC’s outstanding musicians were in the spot-
light, especially pianist Aaron McKenzie (right) of Columbia.
“Aaron was key to the success of this show due to his piano
skills,” said Dr. Kyle Hill, director of bands. 
McKenzie was barely visible to the audience from his spot in
the “pit” or percussion ensemble in the middle of the band for-
mation.
The show included the iconic Ray Charles hits Georgia,
Fever, Hit the Road Jack and Song for You.
“The music was written specifically with the piano and Aaron’s
talent in mind,” Hill said. “As a matter of fact, the show fea-
tured several other soloists and the music was specifically
arranged around their talents.” 
They were trumpet players Chase Mitchell of Lucedale, Kyle
Whitfield of Picayune, Payton Stephens of Carriere and Briton
Meadows of Pass Christian, trombone player Tristan Baggett
of Picayune and saxophone player Curtis Peters of Columbia.
The show also featured solo performances by String of Pearls
captain Kristi Smith of Carriere and Elizabeth McDaniel of
Sandy Hook, color guard co-captain.

Inside
n Homecoming on-field
recognitions, page 7
n Sports Hall of Fame,
page 9
n Homecoming entertain-
ment, page 10
n Pre-coronation tea party,
page 11
n Impact players and coin
toss, page 13
n Football game coverage,
page 15
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Pearl River Community College offers equal

education and employment opportunities. The

College does not discriminate on the basis of race,

religion, color, sex, age, national origin, veteran

status, or disability. For inquiries regarding the

non-discrimination policies or to request accom-

modations, special assistance, or alternate format

publication, please contact Tonia Moody, Director

of Admissions and Records, ADA/Civil Rights,

and Title IX Coordinator, at P.O. Box 5537,

Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601-403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredited

by the Southern Association of Colleges and

Schools Commission on Colleges to award asso-

ciate degrees. Contact the Commission on

Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,

Georgia 30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500, or

at http://www.sacscoc.org for questions about the

accreditation of Pearl River Community College.

The Commission is only to be contacted to learn

about the accreditation status of the College, to

file a third-party comment at the time of the

College’s decennial review, or to file a complaint

against the College with evidence that appears to

support non-compliance with a standard or re-

quirement. All normal inquiries about the institu-

tion, such as admission requirements, financial

aid, educational programs, etc., should be ad-

dressed directly to Pearl River Community

College and not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

The Pearl River Community College, American and Mississippi flags fly over Centennial
Plaza. The new poles were part of the $450,000 Mississippi Department of Transportation
grant to extend the plaza in front of the Alumni House and along Crosby Hall.

Work is almost complete on the new campus post office.

PRCC will have a new campus post office
by the end of the semester.

Crews from the physical plant are almost
finished converting the carport between the
Alumni House and Crosby Hall into the post
office.

As soon as the renovation is complete, crews
will move the existing mail boxes from Crosby
Hall to the new facility. Physical plant director
Craig Tynes expects that to happen around
Thanksgiving.

Then work will begin to reconfigure the ex-

isting post office for school nurse Susie Hall.
“That will allow us to create a larger school

nurse’s station and give us room to create some
private rooms she needs,” Tynes said. 

The new post office will eliminate the need
for Crosby Hall to be open during weekends
and holidays, increasing security for students
and employees getting their mail.

“It will have a glass front for security pur-
poses so nobody can hide in there,” Tynes said.

He estimates the carport-to-post office proj-
ect cost about $20,000.

New post office in works

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

This time of year not only brings about a
change of seasons, it also begins the start of the
FLU season. 

Influenza, or the “flu,” is caused by a conta-
gious respiratory virus that can cause mild to se-
vere symptoms and more serious complications
such as bacterial pneumonia. 

Beginning in 2016, MSDH county clinics
will be offering pediatric flu vaccinations for
children up to age 18 and adult flu vaccinations
only for those who lack health insurance cover-
age or who are underinsured. 

Only the injectable flu shot is recommended
this year. The nasal spray flu vaccine (live atten-
uated influenza vaccine or LAIV) should not be
used during 2016-2017.

Flu symptoms usually appear with-
in one-four days after being infected
with the virus and may last for sever-
al days. These symptoms can appear
suddenly and may include:
n Fever of 101-104 degrees F. last-

ing 3-4 days,
n Severe body aches and pains,
n Severe headaches,
n Weakness/Fatigue and extreme

exhaustion lasting up to 3 weeks,
n Loss of appetite,
n Coughing and chest discomfort

that can be severe, and
n Stuffy nose, sneezing, and sore throat

(these occur more frequently with the common
cold).

The flu is spread in respiratory droplets when
a person coughs or sneezes. These droplets may
be inhaled directly or transferred by touching
contaminated objects such as door handles,
shaking hands, remote controls, phones, etc.,
and then touching your mouth or nose. The
virus can live up to eight hours on hard surfaces. 

A person infected with the virus may be con-
tagious from one day prior to becoming sick and
up to five days after first developing symptoms. 

Below are some steps you can take to de-
crease your risk of “catching” the flu.
n Wash, Wash, Wash your hands. 
n Follow the 3 Foot Rule - Stay at least three

feet away from someone who is sick. If you
have the flu, STAY HOME. 
n Don’t cover your mouth with your hands

unless you are able to wash them immediately.

If you don’t have a tissue available, bend at the
waist and cough or sneeze to the ground. This
will prevent your hands from becoming con-
taminated.
n Maintain a healthy lifestyle - get plenty of

rest, maintain good nutrition and plenty of flu-
ids.
n Get the flu shot. Vaccination is the best

means of protection against contracting the flu. 
October and November are the ideal months

to be vaccinated, but you may still benefit from
vaccines given in December and later. 

The flu season begins in October and may last
as late as May. The timing and the duration of
the flu seasons varies from place to place but the
peak season usually occurs during the winter
months. 

Some side effects from the flu vaccine that
you may experience include soreness
at the injection site, a low-grade
fever, or minor aches. Some physi-
cians recommend taking acetamino-
phen (Tylenol) prior to or after taking
the flu vaccine for these minor side
effects. 

If you are one of the unfortunate
ones to catch the flu, here are some
things you can do to relieve the
symptoms.

1. Get plenty of rest. STAY HOME
and in bed. This will help your body

recover and decrease the chances of
you spreading the virus to others.

2. Drink plenty of fluids to prevent dehydra-
tion.

3. Use over the counter medications such as
cough syrups to relieve symptoms. 

4. Use a humidifier to loosen secretions and
ease coughing.

5. Avoid alcohol and tobacco.
6. Take over the counter pain relievers and

fever reducers such as Tylenol. Do not give as-
pirin to a child or teenager with flu or flu-like
symptoms.

7. See your doctor for severe symptoms or
those lasting longer than 7-10 days. 
n You may also call the Health Services

Clinic at 403-1303 for any questions you may
have regarding the flu or any other health
concern. Office hours are Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. till 3 p.m. during the fall and
spring semesters. The Health Services Clinic
is free to all current PRCC students, faculty
and staff. 

Flu season not something
to sneeze at these days

Hall

By JOSHUA FERGUSON
The Drawl Staff Writer

A little over a year ago, Chuck Palahniuk
released a comic book sequel to one of his
most famous novels, Fight Club.

This ten-issue series seemed almost too
self-referential: Among its contents was a
support group for rapidly aging children,
Tyler running a secret global organization,
and a Robert Paulson zombie. 

I still recommend it to many of the fans of
Fight Club, even though it’s garbage, espe-
cially since it’s garbage.

The story follows the narrator, Sebastian -
named so because most fans referred to him
as Jack - 10 years after the events in Fight
Club. 

Sebastian at this point in his life is married
to Marla, the love interest from the original
novel and film, and has a son. He’s working
a dead end job and maintains some sem-
blance of sanity with a litany of pills and a bit
of recreational drug use, or so he assumes. 

His other self has been operating the para-
military organization Rize or Die during
Sebastian’s therapist sessions for the last 10
years. 

Marla, tired of a boring, loveless marriage,
switches his antipsychotics with aspirin and
Tyler is freed. What follows is 10 issues that

get increasingly surreal and caricaturish. 
The art style is of the comic crosses be-

tween the natural and cartoonish, giving the
comic a very playful, illusory feel. The
comic often breaks the fourth wall and not
just in the comic itself: it actually requested
homework assignments of the
reader and would list “reports” at
the end of the comic.

Fight Club 2 is like a meta-par-
ody of itself and the culture the
author created. 

The author often injects himself
into the story itself with a team of
writers trying to figure out how to
progress the story, and often help-
ing out the protagonist when nec-
essary to keep the story progress-
ing. 

It is a work that refuses to take it-
self seriously, all the while looking all too se-
rious in Palahniuk’s signature paradoxical
style.

Fight Club 2 is the result of millions of fa-
natical fans demanding an author to make a
sequel to a book that they never understood
in the first place.

His frustration was palpable as he made
one of the worst sequels in history with the
full intention of thumbing his nose at all
those fanatics who quoted line after line, but

never understood the more complex narra-
tive that underscored his work.

Here you see a man who has run out of
ideas; whose work is loved but not for its
message but for its flair.

Fight Club 2 has made the contrast be-
tween the author’s message and
the fans’ interpretation manifest.
It has one much-loved trope after
another, combined in a way that
was exactly what the fans were
crying for: all style, no substance. 

Fight Club has become a force
that drives the very cultural narra-
tive it was supposed to subvert.
Mr. Palahniuk did the one thing
still in his power to undo the dam-
age he felt he has done. Fight

Club 2 is his attempt to put the
genie back in the bottle and remedy

the situation.
I recommend it to all the fans of the film

and the book, not because it is a sequel wor-
thy of its predecessor, but because it is allows
us to go back and look at the original with
new eyes.

It serves as the perfect antidote to our delu-
sions. After all, “it is only after we have lost
everything, that we are free to do anything.”
n Joshua Ferguson is a freshman stu-

dent from Perkinston.

Ferguson

Fight Club 2
This comic book sequel might be worth your time 

By IVERY BODDIE
The Drawl staff Writer

Music has had a great influence on my life.
Between the rhythm and the lyrics, I find the
place where my serenity resides. 

When I was a child, my parents
had my sister and I in choir and I
began taking music lessons during
my early adolescence. 

By the age of sixteen, I had be-
come familiar with various genres,
and performed with local artists
which furthered my knowledge and
love of music. To say that music in-
spires me, would be an understate-
ment. 

One song, “Bendita Tu Luz,” by
Mana has a way of inspiring me to always look
for the positive aspects of life. 

The melodious rhythm of the guitar, accom-
panied by the vocals of Juan Luis Guerra rein-
force the powerful lyrics. The song begins by

reminding the listener that life is a sequence of
events that coincide with one’s destiny, and
makes references to time and fate. 

Furthermore, the song has a romantic, yet
spiritual tone as the lyrics explain that in life we

meet people who become special to
us, go places that change our life,
and in time through divine interven-
tion we arrive where we are destined
to be.

There is a song for every mood,
moment, and person. That is the rea-
son music is important to me.
Whether it is Country music or Soca
music anyone can find their musical
paradise. 

For a moment, music has the abil-
ity to chance the listener’s environ-

ment and perspective.
“Music can change the world because it can

change people” - Paul Hewson  (Bono)
n Ivery Boddie is a sophomore student

from Sandy Hook.

Music can have great
influence on our lives

Boddie

By RAECHEL ZIMMERMAN
The Drawl Staff Writer

Every semester, students dread two weeks
the most: Midterms and finals weeks. 

Thanks to the ingenius Alison
McIntyre, a student, some of that
stress was alleviated. She so very
cleverly came up with an event that
would allow the student body to de-
compress and actually smile during
that challenging week.

On Oct. 4, the first (and hopefully
bi-annual) commencement of
“Don’t Stress About the Test!” took
off.

There were board games, candles,
music, candy, and comradarie. 

When asked about her inspiration for creat-
ing the event, Alison stated, “I saw how much

the students on our campus, especially the
freshmen, were so incredibly stressed out. I
knew that when I was a newbie, I felt like I
needed a break. I sat down with Dr. Terri
Ruckel and created ‘Don’t Stress About the

Test’ so students could be in an area
where they were comfortable.”

I attended the event, as did many
others. 

It was extremely successful, and
Alison says there is already talk of
holding the event again in the
spring.

The feedback from both profes-
sors and peers was substantial.
Congratulations, Alison, and thank
you for helping PRCC continue to

support its dedicated students.
n Raechel Zimmerman is a sophomore

student from Purvis. 

Zimmerman

‘Don’t Stress About the Test’
allows students to decompress

Centennial Plaza flags
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By DREW SMITH
PRCC student 

On Oct. 25, PRCC’s Honors Institute held its
fall event entitled, “Crossroads: A Conversation
about America’s Future,” which featured
columnist and Fox News political contributor
Cal Thomas and attorney and CNN political an-
alyst Bakari Sellers. 

Both men are renowned figures in the media
world and had interesting words to say about
this year’s presidential race.

Thomas led the conversation off with a little
humor applauding Sellers for being a “rising
star” while mentioning himself as a “setting
sun.” 

He then got serious on the topic of America’s
political division expressing as a country, we are
“questioning other’s patriotism” and “claiming
that people of a different party are somehow less
of an American.” Sellers agreed, calling for
America to become a “more perfect union.” 

Both men agreed on a solution to this division
would be to shorten the election season and re-
form the primary system. 

On the topic of education in America,
Thomas stressed his support for “School
Choice” in which all Americans could send their
children to a good school and not have to worry
about the cost of it. Sellers rebounded with
questioning Thomas, asking, why not focus on
“making every school a good choice.” 

The last topic the men discussed was race in
America. 

Sellers, being an African-American man and
a child of the Civil Rights Movement as he
often declares, said, “the discussion of race is
one that must be had.” 

He states, “We all know someone who is gay,
Muslim, Hispanic, and who is here illegally.
This is how we (Americans) grow up, and we
still believe in things like hope, love, truth, jus-
tice and peace.” 

Sellers went on to explain how Black Lives

Matter is important because they are a race
being targeted in these present times. 

Cal Thomas simply stated “to be a racist is re-
ally to hate yourself” as he gave out facts on
how every American is made up of more than
one race. He went on to show how Americans
do not really know the other as individuals any-
more because we isolate ourselves into groups
in almost everything we do.

In his memorable statement from the night he
proclaims, “If we would stop seeing ourselves
in categories and start seeing ourselves as
Americans and human beings made in the
image of God, and He is multicolored as we see
in the rainbow, then I think we will be able to
approach this subject in a way that begins to
heal the past, encourages the present, and looks
to a brighter future.” 

Sellers even had to applaud him for that state-
ment.

The night ended with a Q&A session in which
one question asked how the cost of college
could be brought down. Both Thomas and
Sellers agreed getting a college education was
financially draining to most. 

Most people rack up student loans throughout
college which have to be paid for starting six
months after graduating. A high percentage of
Americans are in debt due to student loans be-
cause of the high cost of college. 

Neither could really give an answer on how to
fix it, but they did say it was a topic that needed
to be addressed, so more Americans could get a
higher education.

I do believe most people left that night feeling
a little more hopeful for America knowing two
people from opposite parties could sit down and
have a civil conversation about the country’s is-
sues. 

Maybe the Presidential debate would have
gone differently had we had Cal Thomas and
Bakari Sellers on the ballot.
n Drew Smith is a PRCC student from

Poplarville.

Two political analysts discussed America’s
future Oct. 25 during the Honors Institute
Crossroads conversation.

CNN commentator Bakari Sellers and Fox
News Watch panelist Cal Thomas spent an
hour talking about challenges facing the coun-
try before fielding questions from the audi-
ence.

“We are one generation away from losing it
all,” Thomas said. “If we do not renew this
grand political experiment, we are going to
lose it.”

Sellers agreed, saying he too wants a more
perfect world.

“I come from a community that is kicking
and screaming and wanting change,” he said.
“We have two of the most unpopular candi-
dates in the history of the United States run-
ning for president.”

He predicted Democrat Hillary Clinton will
win resoundingly. 

“The question is what will the House and the
Senate look like,” he said. 

Their appearance was made possible
through a grant to the Honors Institute from the
Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation.

Thomas and Sellers spent about an hour ear-

lier in the day meeting with Honors Institute
students.

The two traded opinions during the appear-
ance at the Brownstone Center on several is-
sues, including failing schools, the economy
and health care, without the bombast common
to television talk shows.

“This is the whole point of why we do this -
to show that when you respect each other, you
can discuss and debate,” Sellers said.

They continued the conversation about the
Nov. 8 presidential election between Clinton
and Republican Donald Trump.

“We need to come up with a better way to
not only select candidates but to encourage
better people to run,” Thomas said, adding that
any of the 17 original GOP candidates would
have been a better choice than Trump. “When
it costs $2 billion to run for president, that’s
sick.”

By contrast, the Democrats only had three
legitimate contenders - Clinton, Vermont Sen.
Bernie Sanders and Vice President Joe Biden,
Sellers said.

“It’s a reflection of our lack of depth on the
bench,” he said. “The Democrats are not doing
a good job of cultivating leaders.”

Cal Thomas, left, a panelist on Fox News Watch, and CNN analyst Bakari Sellers hold a
conversation about America’s future as part of the PRCC Honors Institute Lecture Series
sponsored by the Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation.

CNN commentator
Bakari Sellers and
Fox analyst Cal
Thomas meet with
Honors Institute stu-
dents in the Malone
Library at White Hall.

Student finds Crossroads
discussion enlightening

Honors students listen
as political analysts talk
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Table-top gaming, of sorts,
has come to the Forrest
County Center by way of an
event, titled “Don’t Stress
About The Test,” created by
PRCC student Alison
McIntyre of Dixie.

“It is an event that I have
created to help me apply for
the Jack Kent Cooke
Scholarship,” said McIntyre. 
“With the help of Dr. (Terri)

Ruckel and the administration
of the Forrest County campus,
my event is an environment to
help the students reduce stress
levels about midterms. I have
an interest in psychology and
social work, so helping others
to not stress and to have a safe
environment correlates with
my interests.”

Club sponsor is Dr. Ryan
Ruckel.

Don’t stress about the test

Students, from left, Alison McIntyre of Dixie, Kelly Crofoot
of Oloh, and Taylor Barefoot of Brooklyn tried their luck at
Dominoes. 

Above, Marlee Orrels of Hattiesburg and Shelley Everett of
Sumrall engage in a game of Scrabble. Below, the card
game Cards Against Humanity has the attention of stu-
dents Melissa Novak, Rebecca Barrett, Kacey Toney and
Lorenzo Catlett, all of Hattiesburg. 

Rachael Carraro and Kevin Craft, both of Hattiesburg, pon-
der moves in a game of chess.

Two Pearl River Community College employees recently graduated from the 2016
Leadership Pinebelt Class. They are Dr. Amanda Parker, assistant vice president for
Forrest County Operations, and Emily Sheckells, First Year Experience orientation coordi-
nator. Pictured at the ceremony are from left: PRCC English instructor Greg Underwood,
Sheckells, Dr. Parker and Dr. Jana Causey, vice president for Forrest County Operations.
Underwood and Causey are ADP Leadership Pinebelt Class alumni. For more than a
quarter of a century, Leadership Pinebelt has focused on educating class members about
the Greater Hattiesburg Area of Forrest, Lamar and Perry counties, with emphasis being
placed on the area’s strengths and critical needs.

ADP recognizes PRCC staff

The PRCC Videogame Club
is back in business at the
Forrest County Center,
thanks to the sponsorship of
Dr. Dan Childers. The club
recently held its first meeting
and students were able to
try the HTTC Vive Virtual
Reality system first hand.
Above, student Tyler Bagot
of Jackson gives the system
a try while Dr. Childers
watches the monitor.  Below,
Dr. Childers helps student
Gabriel Blackwell of Petal
get hooked up with the
headphone to give the VR
system a try. For mroe infor-
mation, email Dr. Childers at
dchilders@prcc.edu 

Videogame Club

PRCC students who are members of SOC 2133 Social Problems and the PRCC Social
Science Club recently volunteered at an event sponsored by Volunteer Hattiesburg called
Homeless Connect at the Salvation Army in Hattiesburg. This event served as an “expo”
for individuals who are homeless. “These individuals attend and become aware of the
various services in the community to help them,” said Dr. Aaryn Purvis, PRCC instructor.
“Our students who volunteered were partnered with a participant and walked the partici-
pant through the expo.” PRCC students in the picture above, from left: Back row -
Stephen Mapp of Hattiesburg, Jimmeshia King of Vicksburg, Linda Silva, Megan Seyfarth
and Jessica Savoy, all of Hattiesburg; Marlee Orrels of Oak Grove and Dr. Aaryn Purvis.
Second row - Ned Rushing of Hattiesburg, Joshua Williams of Bassfield, Tequila Clayton
of Hattiesburg, Alison McIntyre of Dixie, Lavorius Horne of Shubuta, Kacey Toney and
Jacob Lee, both of Hattiesburg; and PRCC instructor Dr. Ryan Ruckel. Third row -
Melissa Hoelzer of Brooklyn; Kimbreonna Quinn of Columbia, Cynthia Alkhatib of Laurel,
PRCC staff member Carol Byrd-Brown; Alisha Steele of Beaumont and Raevin Wade of
Hattiesburg. Kneeling in front are Ali Cardinal of Jackson and Patricia Pittman of
Hattiesburg. Below left, PRCC student Ali Cardinal shows materials to one of the partici-
pants. Below right, PRCC student Joshua Williams of Bassfield speaks with a participant
at the ABE table. 

Homeless Connect

Phi Theta Kappa at FCC 

HATTIESBURG - Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi Theta Kappa international honor soci-
ety held its induction ceremony Oct. 3 at the Forrest County Center of Pearl River
Community College. Members included from left: Front row - Samantha Nicholson of
Hattiesburg,  Virginia Reed of Brooklyn, Dylan Fields of Hattiesburg, Claire Chaisson of
Lumberton,  Christine Guidry of Hattiesburg and Rebecca Pullen of Sumrall. Second row
- Kevin Craft and  Blake Ochenrider, both of Hattiesburg; Kelly Crofoot of Oloh; Chelsea
Daughdrill of Hattiesburg, Peyton Nace of Kokomo and Jacob Lee of Petal. Third row -
Jay Carney and Kacey Toney, both of Oak Grove; Raechel Zimmerman of Hattiesburg,
Katie Sellers of Brooklyn, Lawrence White and Angela Brownlee, both of Hattiesburg and
Rachel Carraro of Oak Grove. Beta Tau Gamma advisors are Doug Donohue, Dr.
Jennifer Mraz, and Drs. Ryan and Terri Ruckel.

By TONIA MOODY
Director of Admissions/Records

As we wind down from the hectic pace of
the fall semester and final exams are upon us,
don’t forget to start planning for the spring se-
mester.  So where do you begin?  

You all know the basics; make sure you have
your financial aid information complete and
account clear so you can make your class
schedule. The earlier you make your schedule,
the better the opportunity for you to get the
classes you want and need.

Returning students will be able to make your
schedule beginning Nov. 1 and new or trans-
ferring students will be able to make
a schedule beginning Dec. 1.  

What about things that you may
not think about?  If you’re a student
with a disability and wish to receive
disability services, it is important
that you meet with the ADA
Coordinator, or designated repre-
sentative at your center, each se-
mester to update your records and
receive services.  

Failure to contact the Disability
Office each semester may result in
no services or a delay in services. 

Do you have a disability, but haven’t applied
for disability service? Have you wondered
what the Disability Service Office can do for
you?  

The Disability Service Office is here to pro-

vide services and accommodations to students
with disabilities, to work closely with faculty
and staff in an advisory capacity, to assist in
the development of reasonable accommoda-
tions for students, and to provide equal access
for students with disabilities. 

How does a student qualify for Disability
Services? 

The student must meet the requirements
under the Americans with Disabilities Act and
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
and they must identify themselves to the desig-
nated ADA Coordinator as a student with a dis-
ability and provide documentation of the dis-
ability.

There are other services available
to students, including students with
disabilities, to assist them in being
successful, such as tutoring, educa-
tional counseling and advising, cul-
tural enrichment activities and other
services provided through the
Student Support Services program
and the Student Success Center. 

Don’t be afraid to ask for assis-
tance, “Asking for help is a strength,
not a weakness.” 

Or better yet, as William Wister
Haines put it, “Don’t be afraid to ask

dumb questions. They’re more easily handled
than dumb mistakes.”

If you have questions about the Disability
Service Program, please feel free to contact
Tonia Moody at 601-403-1060.  

Moody

Now is time to begin
spring preparations
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Above, the Learning Lab at
the Forrest County Center
is now the Learning Lounge
where students can work on
homework, study for tests,
or find a place to rest be-
tween classes. Use of
school laptops and desk-
tops is provided with a valid
ID. Left, the work chair  is
sound proof and allows stu-
dents to work independent-
ly. 
Learning Lab
Coordinator/Online Testing
Proctor is Robin Shows.

Learning Lounge

Students in the Medical Laboratory Technology program at the Forrest County Center
spent some time working clinicals at the Edwards Street Fellowship Center in
Hattiesburg. Students in the program include from left: Front row (kneeling): Brandy
Jones of Mize; Tracy Smith of Sumrall and Samantha Henderson of Petal. Second row:
Meghan Sundstrom of Moorecroft, WY; Nathan Dedeaux of Fort Benning, Ga; Kailey
Anderson of Foxworth; Rosemary Anderson of Carriere. Lekala Coleman of Collins,
Kaitlyn Molinere of Poplarville, Meagan Tynes of McHenry, Shelby Stewart of
Hatttiesburg, Shaina Sumrall of Franklinton, La., and Program Director Evelyn Wallace.
Back row: Instructor Tamara Henderson, Rikki Stewart of Poplarville and Raven Johnson
of Columbia. 

The Beta Tau Gamma chapter’s college project for Phi Theta Kappa was a school-wide
Health Fair held Oct. 20 in the multipurpose room at the Forrest County Center. Twenty
vendors were on hand for the event. Below left, LPN student Darian Bullock (right) of
Purvis checks Lisa Evans’ blood pressure. Evans is secretary for the Dental Hygiene
Technology department. Below right, CVS Pharmacist Mike Acheampong gives PRCC
student Courtney Wilson of Inverness a flu shot.

Medical Laboratory Technology sophomore student Kailey Anderson of Foxworth (right)
gives student Tabatha Lewis of Hattiesburg a finger stick to check for anemia.

Beta Tau Gamma Health Fair

Fellowship Center clinic work

By Dr. AMANDA PARKER
Vice President/Forrest County Operations

As we finish up the fall 2016 semester, we
have several exciting events to keep students
engaged at the Forrest County Center.  

Our multipurpose room will be busy with
lectures, fairs, BSU, and so much more. 

Nov. 2, we have an exciting Honor’s lecture
at 11 a.m. presented  by Judy Wiggins. She will
dress in character to discuss women’s equality
in a presentation titled, “Judith Sargent Murray
a Will of Her Own.”

The following Monday, Nov. 7, exceptional
students will be inducted into Mu Alpha Theta
at 5 p.m.

On  Thursday, Nov. 10 at 11 a.m., we will
take time out of our day to celebrate veterans
with a Veteran’s Day program.  This event will
feature speaker General Jeff Hammond, head
of USM’s Center for Military Veterans,

Service Members and Families.
On Nov. 15 from 8 a.m.-noon, the FCC will

host a job fair to link potential employers with
our talented students. Please arrive at the job
fair with a resume.

Following the fair in building 1 room 108,
Mu Alpha Theta will host a student presenta-
tion that is open to the public. Our last event in
November is an Honor’s Science Forum at
12:15 on Nov. 17. 

This event will allow Honors students to
present their independent science research
projects. 

One of our favorite continuing events, BSU,
will meet on Nov. 9 and 16. We hope all stu-
dents will join us for this time of devotion, fel-
lowship and some great food.

As we wind down, make sure you take time
to study and prepare for your finals.
Remember the sacrifices you make now are for
your future.

November calendar full
of events for FCC students

Allied Health and Career Preview Day 

Above, PRCC surgical technology student Caitlyn Landrum
(in scrubs) of Picayune and Amber Struppa (right), an ad-
junct faculty member, show Hattiesburg High School stu-
dents some of the many instruments used in their depart-
ment. Below, surgical technology students Alyssa Chandler
and Faith Poole (in scrubs), both of Hattiesburg, go over
some demonstrations with area high school students. 

Above, medical laboratory technology student Rosemary
Anderson (left) of Carriere discusses obtaining blood types
with these Hancock County students. Below, medical labo-
ratory technology student Lekala Coleman (right) of Collins
shows high school students some microscopic methods
used in obtaining evidence during a criminal investigation.

The following high schools participated: Marion County

Carl Loftin Career Technical Center, Perry County Career

Technical Center, North Forrest High School, Jefferson

Davis County Career Center, Petal High School, Pearl

River Central High School, Lamar County Center for

Technical Education, Hattiesburg High School, Forrest

County AHS, Walthall County Career and Technical

Center, Hancock Career and Technical Center, Poplarville

High School and Picayune Memorial High School.

PRCC medical radiologic technology students Angelina
Smith (seated) of Hattiesburg and Katrina Falvey of
Carnes go over the use of x-rays on the computers.

Above, respiratory care technology program students Tierra
Wilson (right) of Purvis and Indica Jones of Hattiesburg
show students the proper way to care for a patient. Below,
PRCC student Ragan Bristor of Tylertown shows these
Hattiesburg High students how to intubate a patient.

Abigail Lowry (seated), an occupational therapy student
from Brooklyn, shows high school students some of the
tools of the trade in the PTA program to help patients.
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PRCC students Madden Stockstill of Picayune and Levi
Sumrall of Purvis chat with Ole Miss admissions counselor
Anna Lauren Inman about the availability of transfer scholar-
ships.

Mississippi State University admissions counselor Lauren
Parker shows PRCC student Alex Cumbest of Hurley
some of the many scholarship opportunities available to
students during the College Fair.

Mississippi University for Women admissions counselor
Noel McCann (right) talks with PRCC student Justin
Steinkomp of Perkinston about the many opportunities
available at the Columbus school.

Michael Cobb (left), assistant to the dean for recruitment,
retention and strategic initiatives at the University of
Southern Mississippi,  shows PRCC students Madison
Scoggin of Bay Springs and Brooke Barnes of Picayune
some of the many programs available at the college.  

Carrera McLeod of Collins, from left, Ramonia Magee of
Prentiss and Ayana Williams of Gulfport visit with Delta
State University recruiter John Mauney during the College
Fair in Crosby Hall. 

University, college and military recruiters filled the Great Hall
on Sept. 21 for PRCC’s annual College Fair. Participating
were Alcorn State, Delta State, Mississippi State,
Southeastern Louisiana, William Carey University,
Mississippi University for Women, Ole Miss, University of
Mississippi Medical Center, three departments from
University of Southern Mississippi, Tougaloo college, as well
Magnolia Gold, Mississippi Army and Air National Guard,
U.S. Army, Army Reserves, Navy and Navy Reserves.

College Fair on Poplarville campus

Above, Cameron Douglas
of Columbus, from left,
Jarrell Lee of Pearlington
and Cheyenne Terry of
Picayune get t-shirts during
the Drug and Alcohol
Prevention Awareness Day
event at Crosby Hall on Oct.
19. Left, Peytin Willoz, left,
and Brailey Raphael, both
of Kiln, show off the t-shirts
given out by the Student
Government Association for
Drug and Alcohol
Prevention Awareness Day.

Drug and alcohol prevention 

Faculty and students (above) from PRCC’s
Marketing and Management program recent-
ly went on a field trip to Hattiesburg, where
they visited Western Container. Leaders at
Western Container talked to the students
about what they look for in employees, orga-
nizational culture, and gave them tips on how
to move into management positions.
Students toured the facility and learned how
Western Container turns resin into the plastic
pre-forms and bottles. The group then visited
the Lake Terrace Convention Center and
heard from Todd Jackson (left) with the Area
Development Partnership on how the ADP
turns boring maps and numbers into market-
ing materials to sell Hattiesburg to prospec-
tive industries. Lastly, VisitHattiesburg talked
to the students about how it creates events,
press releases, Snapchat filters, etc. to mar-
ket the assets of Hattiesburg, including the
Hattiesburg Zoo and the Seanger Theater. 

Students visit Western Container

Calendar of events
Thursday, Nov. 3 - Faculty Association

Meeting, 10:50 a.m., Rotary Room, Bender
Cafeteria

Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
ROAR Orientation Leader interest meeting,

1 p.m., Student Success Center
Fall Choral Festival, 7 p.m., Brownstone

Center
Monday, Nov. 7 - Mu Alpha Theta math

honorary induction, 5 p.m., Forrest County
Center multipurpose room

SGA Movie Night, 8 p.m., cafeteria
Tuesday, Nov. 8 - Election Day
Priority devotion, music, snacks - 6:33

p.m., BSU
SGA Bingo Night, 8 p.m., cafeteria
Wednesday, Nov. 9 - BSU Lunch

Encounter, 12 p.m., Forrest County Center
multipurpose room

FCA, 7 p.m., Malone Chapel
Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Thursday, Nov. 10 - Veterans Day pro-

gram, 10:50 a.m., Brownstone Center
Veterans Day program, 11 a.m., Forrest

County Center multipurpose room 
Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
Guest lecture by Erin Parker, programs di-

rector at Pascagoula River Audubon Center,
12 p.m., Hancock Center

Monday, Nov. 14 - SGA Movie Night, 8
p.m., cafeteria

Tuesday, Nov. 15 - Job Fair, 8 am. - 12
p.m., Forrest County Center multipurpose
room

Wesley Foundation, 11 a.m., Seal Hall
room 107

Priority devotion, music, snacks - 6:33
p.m., BSU

SGA Bingo Night, 8 p.m., cafeteria
Wednesday, Nov. 16 - BSU Lunch

Encounter, 12 p.m., Forrest County Center
multipurpose room

FCA, 7 p.m., Malone Chapel
Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Thursday, Nov. 17 - Lunch Encounter, 11

a.m., BSU
Friday, Nov. 18 - Dorms close for

Thanksgiving break, 4 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 19 - Marty Stuart and His
Fabulous Superlatives, 7 p.m., Brownstone
Center; tickets $25, $35

Monday, Nov. 21-25 - Thanksgiving holi-
day break

Sunday, Nov. 27 - Dorms open, 1 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 28 - Night class finals this

week
SGA Movie Night, 8 p.m., cafeteria
Tuesday, Nov. 29 - Priority devotion,

music, snacks - 6:33 p.m., BSU
Christmas Vespers featuring PRCC choral

ensembles, 7 p.m., Brownstone Center; tick-
ets $5, $10

SGA Bingo Night, 8 p.m., cafeteria
Wednesday, Nov. 30 - FCA, 7 p.m.,

Malone Chapel
Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Thursday, Dec. 1 - Lunch Encounter, 11

a.m., BSU
2016 Leadership Class graduation, 1 p.m.,

Woodall Center
Monday, Dec. 5 - Faculty holiday luncheon

and silent auction, Forrest County Center
South Division basketball games start -

5:30 & 7:30 p.m. at Meridian
Tuesday, Dec. 6 - Day class finals begin at

all campuses
Thursday, Dec. 8 - Respiratory therapy,

dual enrollment practical nursing, surgical
technology pinning ceremonies, 10 a.m.,
Forrest County Center multipurpose room

Friday, Dec. 9 - Dorms close for semester
break, 4 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 10 - The Nutcracker by
South Mississippi Ballett Theatre, 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center; tickets $15, $20

Sunday, Dec. 11 - The Nutcracker by South
Mississippi Ballett Theatre, 2:30 p.m.,
Brownstone Center; tickets $15, $20

Monday - Friday, Dec. 12-16 - Winter
term classes

Thursday, Dec. 15 - Last day for staff to
work

Friday, Dec. 16 - Monday, Jan. 1 -
Christmas break

Tuesday, Jan. 3 - Offices open for spring
semester

By Dr. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to the Drawl

Some thoughts while gazing out to sea from
the 24th floor of an Orange Beach condo in
which I could not afford to buy a parking space.

They found the “El Faroís” black box, accord-
ing to recent newspaper reports.  This 740-foot
freighter sank in 15,000 feet of water near the
Bahamas during last year’s Hurricane Joaquin. 

Caught in the hurricane between Jacksonville,
Fla., and Puerto Rico, all 33 crew members per-
ished. Hopefully, the ship’s voyage data recorder
will reveal the facts of its demise, but I don’t need
a black box to tell me what happened: Taking on
water through the holds, the ship’s engine room
flooded; it lost power, including all auxiliaries. 

Consequently, it lost steering; the helmsman
was unable to keep the bow into the wind, and it
was broached by a succession of huge waves.

Thinking of the individual crewmen, one
would hope that “an angel whispered in their ear
and held them close, and took away their fear in
those long last moments.” Metaphorically, the
ship might have helped in its own discovery, as
“el faro” in Spanish means “beacon” or light-
house. 

You can’t help but wonder what the ship’s
master was thinking when he chose to sail direct-
ly into the eye of the storm.

The Gulf is calm today, but there are many in-
stances where storms at sea have changed the
course of history. 

For example, the Japanese “Kamikaze” (ty-
phoon) suicide airplanes that wreaked so much
havoc on American ships in World War II were
named after two storms that saved Japan from in-
vasion by two fleets under the Mongol emperor,
Kublai Khan, in 1274 and 1281. 

More recently, England was saved from inva-
sion in 1588 when many ships of the Spanish
Armada sank in storms in the North Atlantic off
the coasts of Scotland and Ireland. Over 15,000
embarked soldiers and sailors lost their lives

Like the El Faroís master who sailed into the
teeth of Joaquin, we are often to blame for catas-
trophe at sea and in our own lives.  To illustrate,
I never trusted ferry boats in the Philippines.
They were never on time, always seemed over-
loaded, and I could never tell who was in charge.

I always remained topside and figured out
where the life jackets were stored. I wasn’t sur-
prised, then, back in 1987, to learn of the sinking
of the “SS Donna Paz” which sank within sight
of land with the loss of at least 4,386 lives, the
largest non-military loss of life at sea ever record-
ed.

Recently, I was discussing palindromes, or
special words or phrases that are spelled exactly
the same when read forward or backward, first
noted by Ben Jonson in the 17th century, with my
students in Hattiesburg, and it is surprising how
many come to mind that are related to the sea. 

Here are just a few examples (the palindromes
are in quotation marks): Thinking of Teddy
Roosevelt and the recent opening of the Panamax
Canal that’s supposed to increase shipping into
Gulfport - “A man, a plan, a canal, Panama”; or
what about Napoleon Bonaparte when he first
saw his island prison of Elba? - “Able was I ere I
saw Elba”; or that old sailor superstition about
the weather: “Red sun at morning, sailors take
warning” -  

“Saw the tide so red it was”; or maybe the last
time I sailed out of Civitavecchia, the port for
Rome - “Amore, Roma.”  You are probably
thinking, as Ben Jonson might say - “In words,
alas, drown I.”

Joseph Conrad, a professional sailor turned
writer and the author of “Lord Jim,” “The Heart
of Darkness,” “Nostrum,” and other nautical
novels, said that the “sea has never been friendly
to man. At most, it has been the accomplice of
human restlessness.”

One might add that man has never been that
friendly to those who write about the sea. For ex-
ample, when the New York Times published the
obituary of Herman Melville, the author of
“Moby Dick,” quite possibly the greatest sea
novel ever written, they called him “Henry.”

So, as I look out toward the horizon, the Gulf
is placid now, but I am reminded of the words of
an old German song well known to most sailors:
“There are no roses on a sailor’s grave, no lilies
on an ocean wave; the only tribute is the seagull’s
sweeps, and the teardrops that a sweetheart
weeps.”
n Dr. Benny Hornsby is an adjunct instruc-

tor of sociology and English at Pearl River
Community College. 

Storms have a way
of changing our lives
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

TRANSFER SUPPORT
• The state’s flagship university set an 

enrollment record for the 22nd consecutive 

year including transfer students from 

every community college in Mississippi.

• Recently named to the Phi Theta Kappa 

Honor Roll, Ole Miss was the only institution 

in Mississippi honored as one of the 

top four-year colleges creating dynamic 

pathways to support transfer students.

SCHOLARSHIPS 
• Students with a 3.0 GPA on 48 transferrable 

community college hours receive $6,000 

($3,000/year  for two years). PTK students 

with a 3.5 GPA on 48 transferrable 

community college hours receive two 

scholarships valued at $16,000  

($8,000/year for two years).

BE PART OF OUR FAMILY!
MAJORS YOU NEED 
FOR THE CAREER YOU WANT
• Ole Miss is home to over 90 academic majors, 

including Mississippi’s oldest School of Engineering 

and nationally ranked programs in accountancy, 

pharmacy and education.

Schedule your visit online: OLEMISS.EDU/VISIT 

The best way to 
experience Ole Miss  
is firsthand!

Pearl River Community College 
 Health Symposium 

Saturday, January 28, 2017 
Crosby Hall 

 

The Pearl River Community College  Health Symposium has been  
designed to address the unique health concerns of women. 

 

Check-in, Art Walk and Continental Breakfast -- 7:15 a.m. -- No early check-ins. 
 

Welcome - 8:15 a.m. 

 

Olivia Bender Cafeteria 
 

First General Session - 8:30 a.m. 
 

Linda Larsen 

Panel Discussion - 9:00 a.m. 
 

health concerns and answer questions. 
 

Health Screenings - 10:00 a.m. 
Free health screenings will be available from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon  

and will include the following screenings: 
 

 

Note: Only a limited number of some of the screenings will be available - rst come, rst served 
 

Luncheon - 12:00 noon 
Entertainment will be provided by The Voices,  elite vocal ensemble. 

 

Second General Session - 12:30 p.m. 
 

Linda Larsen 
 

Door Prizes, Art Walk - 1:30 p.m. 
The Symposium will conclude with the presentation of door prizes and special favors. 

 

 

Registration 
The registration fee of $25 includes the continental breakfast, health screenings,  

and the luncheon. Attendance is limited to first 450 guests. 

 
 

  

 
 
 

-

- -  

Above, Ernie Lovell, foundation director, leads the applause for members of the 1956
state championship football team. Below, Jimmy Givens, of Beaumont, Texas, left, and
Bill Lety of Young Harris, Ga., visit before the football game while Larry Peters of High
Pointe, N.C., talks with Wildcat fan Ray ‘Two Bits Crawford of Lumberton. Givens, Lety
and Peters played on PRJC’s 1956 state championship team.

Hancock
Center

Fall can food drive;
Trunk or Treat fun

Above, Miranda Daughtery
and Tianna Pierson, and left,
twins Haley and Madison
Roberts took part in We Go
Together Day as part of
Homecoming at PRCC. 

By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Assistant VP/Hancock Center

The Student Government
Association at the Hancock
Center sponsored a Fall can
food drive. The student body
actively participated in build-
ing up the reserves at the
Hancock County Food Pantry. 

SGA Officer Tianna
Pierson, when asked about the
Can Food Drive, stated, “It
was a success because it al-
lowed the Hancock Center
student body to positively im-
pact the community. It also
gave the student body an op-

portunity to give back to the
citizens of Hancock County.”

Pearlington Trunk or Treat
The Hancock Center SGA

members participated in the
Pearlington Community
Trunk or Treat event on Oct.
27. 

The Hancock County
Library System sponsored the
event for the youth who reside
in the Pearlington
Community.  

The opportunity for the stu-
dents at the Hancock Center
to take part in this event helps
the community of
Pearlington.

Above, Delana Harris, recruitment director at right, presents a PRCC gift basket to the Fans
of the Game - a group of St. Amant, La., residents who received help from PRCC football
players after their homes were flooded in August. They include from left: Tonya Aultman,
Allison Aultman, Stephanie Lambert, Craig Aultman and Greg Lambert. 

Hancock Center students Michelle King, Kamri Jones and
Tianna Pierson participated in the Trunk or Treat event in
Pearlington on Oct. 27.  



Delta State University students don’t just sit in a classroom. They operate world 
class recording studios, fly commercial planes, create art sculptures and use 
drones to build maps — just to name a few. Check out our nationally-recognized 
programs in entertainment industry studies, aviation, geospatial technology, fashion 
merchandising, nursing and education — hands-on learning that is sure to inspire.

WWW.DELTASTATE.EDU • 1.800.GO.TO.DSU
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Pearl River Community College
inducted six new members into its
Sports Hall of Fame e Saturday (Oct.
29) as part of the college’s 2016
homecoming celebration.

The list included former head foot-
ball coach Tim Hatten (2002-12),
whose Wildcat teams won MACJC
state championships in 2003, 2004,
2005 and 2006, along with an
NJCAA national title in 2004. His
record at PRCC: 80-30. 

Joining Hatten in this year’s class
was former quarterback Jimmy
Oliver (2003-05) of Columbia, a
two-time National Junior College
Athletic Association offensive player
of the year who threw for 67 touch-
downs and more than 6,000 yards
while leading Pearl River to consec-
utive state titles and the national title.

The other football inductee in this
class was former All-State and All-
American Lou Martensen (1970-72)
of Oklahoma City, Okla., who
played as many as three positions for
the Wildcats. 

The other inductees included All-
American and All-State pitcher Kyle
Lindsey (2007-08) of Purvis, who set
school records in victories and
strikeouts; former All-Region golfer
Coby Scarborough (1995-96) of
Lake Ozark, Mo., who finished 22nd
in the National Community-Junior
College Tournament; and former All-
American soccer star Breeana
Fortenberry (2007-09) of Waveland,
who is the schoolís all-time leading
scorer while leading the Lady
Wildcats to a state championship.

Coach Tim Hatten
Hatten was a two-year letter win-

ner for the Wildcats in 1983-84
under head coaches J.C. Arban and
Mike Nelson. He spent nine seasons
as head football coach at Haines City
(Fla.) High, before coming to PRCC.
He led PRCC to a MACJC state
championship in 2003, its first since
1976. 

In 2004, the Wildcats won the
NJCAA national championship by
defeating Butler (Kan.) Community
College in the Dalton Defenders
Bowl in Coffeyville, Kan. PRCC had
a perfect 12-0 record.

The Wildcats won the 2005
MACJC state championship, even
though the first two games of the sea-
son were cancelled due to Hurricane

Katrina.
In 2006, PRCC defeated Co-Lin

for its 19th MACJC state champi-
onship, the most by any two-year
school in Mississippi. The Wildcats
went on to play No. 1 Blinn (Tex.)
College in the Pilgrim’s Pride Bowl
in Mt. Pleasant, Tex., losing 19-6 and
finishing No. 4 in the final poll.

“I was fortunate in that we always
had pretty decent players at Pearl
River,” said Hatten. “We had a pretty
good run there. Even those last two
years, we were a game or so away
from making the playoffs.”

Hatten brought a wide-open pass-
ing game to the JuCo league, the
likes of which it had never seen.
“Everybody in the league kind of
piggy-backed off what we were
doing at Pearl River,” said Hatten.
“They say defense wins champi-
onships, but in that league, you have
to score 30-40 points a game to win.
We were able to do that for the most
part.”

Today, Hatten is head coach at
Crestview (Fla.) High School. He
and his wife, Cindy, have three chil-
dren.

Jimmy Oliver
One reason the Wildcats could

throw it around during that time was
the play of Oliver, who came to
PRCC from East Marion weighing
158 pounds. He red-shirted his first
year and then set the JuCo world on
fire with his speed and his arm.

Said Hatten, “Without Jimmy
Oliver, there is no Tim Hatten be-
cause of what he did at Pearl River
and what he did in the league. When
you got off the bus with Jimmy
Oliver, there was a 95 percent chance
you were going to win.”

Indeed, during Oliverís tenure at
PRCC, the Wildcats were 20-1. In
the only game they lost, Oliver threw
for six touchdowns and a school
record 608 yards.

“Coach Hatten knew I could make
plays with my feet,” said Hatten.
“His spread offense was more to my
liking than what I played in high
school (at East Marion).”

As a freshman, Oliver led the na-
tion in individual total offense with
3,658 yards (passing and rushing);
while finishing second in the nation
in passing with 3,487 yards (290.6
yards a game).

As a sophomore, he was named a
first-team All-American, leading the
nation in passing and individual total
offense.

“Pearl River was an awesome time
for me,” said Oliver. “I met people
there I am still friends with today. We
had a great coaching staff, great
teammates. Everybody got along
great.”

Today, Oliver lives in Columbia
where he works in the roofing busi-
ness, while also coaching peewee
football and teaching high school
players the finer points of the game.

Lou Martensen
Martensen played high school ball

at Picayune. He played for the late
John Russell at PRCC. 

He won All-Star and All-State
honors, and was an honorable men-
tion All-American in the National
Grid-Wire Junior College poll.
During his time at PRCC, he played
tight end, defensive end and line-
backer. 

“Pearl River opened up a lot of
doors for me,” he said. “It was the
only option I had at the time. I played
the monster-man (linebacker) posi-
tion some as a freshman, as well as
the special teams. My sophomore
year, they put me in some as a tight
end. I played both ways in a lot of
games, but we had several guys who
did that back then.”

The Wildcats were 9-1 his sopho-
more season and he was made a co-
captain. But football wasnít
Martensenís only activity at PRCC.
He was a class favorite in 1971. Then
he was elected Mr. PRCC in 1972.
He was also president of the sopho-
more class and a member of the PRC
Student Council.

Martensen went on to play at Delta
State University. 

Today, he and his wife, Pam, live
in Oklahoma City. He has two sons,
two step daughters and two grand-
sons. He has been employed in the
petroleum industry for 40-plus years,
working for Baker Hughes and GE
Oil and Gas. 

Kyle Lindsey
Lindsey, a righthander who

prepped at Purvis High, was instru-
mental in the Wildcatsí second-place
finishes in the MACJC and Region
23 tournaments. He played for
Coach Jamie McMahon.

His sophomore season, he posted a
team-best 11-1 record during the
2008 season, while striking out 106
batters in 97.1 innings on the mound.
He was named first team NJCAA
All-American and Region XXIII
Pitcher of the Year.†

Besides his All-American acco-
lades, Lindsey was also the NJCAA
National Division II strikeout leader
his sophomore season.†During his
career at Pearl River, Lindsey set a
career record for wins (19) and ranks
2nd in single season strikeouts (106).

“Playing at Pearl River was the
two best years of my life,” he said.
“The life-long friends I have met and
the guys I still have relationships
with today. We had a lot of local guys
on the baseball team and we came to-
gether as a team. My time there was
really enjoyable.”

Lindsey went on to get his B.S.
and Masterís at the University of
Southern Mississippi and served as
an assistant baseball coach at PRCC
for six years. 

Today, Lindsey works as a coach
at Columbia High School. He and his
wife, Taylor, have been married for
three years.

Coby Scarborough
Scarborough, a graduate of

Picayune High, was a member of
PRCCís best golf team ever. His
coach was Mike Humphreys. They
won three invitational tournaments,
and then won the Region 23 Division
title by 15 strokes ahead of East
Central.

Scarborough earned All-Region
honors with two of his teammates.
They then traveled to Pinehurst, N.C.
for the National Community-Junior
College Tournament. He finished
22nd after shooting a final-round 75
for a four-day total of 314.

Said Scarborough, “I was compet-
itive, but I knew that I had to give it
120 to 130 percent to even attempt
going to the next level with my
game.”

Today, he is the head golf profes-
sional at a private golf club in
Missouri where he has been since
2000.

“After I got my associates (degree)
from Pearl River, I went to
Mississippi State and entered the Pro
Golf Management Program,” said
Scarborough. “I did not play any golf

there; just wanted to focus on the
books. At the time, the business side
of golf was of more interest to me
than playing.”

He knew early on in his life that he
wanted to work in the golf business,
beginning as a maintenance worker
at Millbrook Country Club in
Picayune.

Pearl River was a rewarding time
for Scarborough.

“It was the best experience I ever
had,” he said. “I remember when I
finished high school, I said I wasn’t
going to Pearl River because I did
not think I was mature enough to go
anywhere. When I got there, I met a
lot of great people. The school was
so family orientated. Without my ex-
perience there, there is no telling
where I would be today.”

Breeana Fortenberry
Fortenberryís career at PRCC was

one of persistence. She was injured
(ACL injury) in the second game of
her freshman year and received a
medical redshirt. 

She came back for her freshman
playing year and the former
Picayune High star broke an arm
four games from the beginning of the
playoffs. 

“After that, I really became dis-
couraged,” she said. “I thought about
it and decided I had to come back for
my sophomore year. So I came back
and we did not lose a game (17-0-1)
and won the state championship. I
was so close to giving the sport up,
but I wanted to go out on a high
note.”

Indeed, playing for Coach Jack
Byrd, she became PRCCís all-time
leading scorer with 48 goals and as-
sist player with 31 in two years.
When the season ended, she ranked
fifth in the country in total points ñ
two points for each goal scored and
one for an assist. 

“I had a few opportunities to play
after my time at Pearl River, but I felt
it was best to get on with my life,”
she said. “I was like 20-years-old and
I had already had three surgeries. It
was tough at times, but it ended up
being a nice way to go out.”

Today, Fortenberry lives in
Waveland, attends USM-Gulf Coast,
and works as outreach coordinator
for the office of education at Stennis
Space Center.

PRCC inducts 6 into Sports Hall of Fame

Linebacker David Salser of Carriere received the Coach Keith
Daniels Memorial Scholarship from Dr. Adam Breerwood, VP
for the Poplarville campus and Hancock Center.

Quarterback D.J. Gillins of Jacksonville, Fla., received the
Coach John Russell Memorial Scholarship from head
coach David Saunders.

Lineman Josh Neumann of Carriere received the Coach
Dobie Holden Memorial Scholarship from head coach
David Saunders.

John Pigott of Picayune received the Alumnus of the Year
Award from Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, vice president for work-
force and economic development, and Dr. William Lewis,
president.

Lynn Cartlidge, board chairman for the Southern Mississippi
Planning and Development District, accepts the
Distinguished Service Award from Dr. Jana Causey, VP for
Forrest County Operations, and Dr. William Lewis, president.

John Clearman of Sumrall received the Distinguished
Service Award during the Alumni Luncheon from Dr.
Jennifer Seal, vice president for planning and institutional
research, and Dr. William Lewis, president.

Sports Hall of Fame in-
ductees, from left, football
star Jimmy Oliver, baseball
star Kyle Lindsey, Coach
Tim Hatten, golfer Coby
Scarborough, women’s soc-
cer player Breeana
Fortenberry and football
player Lou Martensen.  

Sports Hall
of Fame 
inductees
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2016 - 2017 Season2016 - 2017 Season
Nov. 19Nov. 19

Marty Stuart & SuperlativesMarty Stuart & Superlatives

November 29November 29
Christmas VespersChristmas Vespers

December 10-11December 10-11
The NutcrackerThe Nutcracker

January 30January 30
Travis ClarkTravis Clark

The Adam Doleac BandThe Adam Doleac Band

March 23March 23
The Heart Behind the MusicThe Heart Behind the Music

March 2March 2
Honors LectureHonors Lecture

Of Wardrobes and RingsOf Wardrobes and Rings

for tickets or information go tofor tickets or information go to
www.brownstonecenter.comwww.brownstonecenter.com

or callor call
601-403-1180601-403-1180

Contemporary Gospel singer David Phelps brought his
show to the Brownstone Center on Oct. 17. The concert
was a fundraiser for the PRCC Development Foundation.

David Phelps concert

The Voices sing in the gazebo before the Alumni Luncheon on Homecoming Day. They
are, from left, Chase Mitchell of Lucedale, Devin Hedgepeth of Picayune, Keyerra Davis
of Pascagoula, Christian Hinkel of Lucedale, Cammie Moree of Sumrall, Hunter King of

Carriere, Lucas Callahan of Petal, Torian Miller of Sumrall, Houston McMahon and Sarah
Chatham, both of Purvis; in front, Leah Pierce of Columbia and Alyssa Hill of Carriere.
PRCC Public Relations photo

String of Pearls captain Kristi Smith of Carriere and trom-
bone player Tristan Baggett of Picayune are the center of
attention as the band plays Fever.

The newly-formed PRCC Men’s Choir performed the national anthem before the Homecoming game against Co-Lin.

The Spirit of the River pays tribute to Ray Charles with its halftime show.



2 0 1 6  H O M E C O M I N G
The DRAWL November 2016 • Page 11

By looking for opportunities,  
there are a lot of things that you can do to 

RISE AND BECOME 
A BETTER PERSON.  
From my thinking to my interactions  
with other people, Southern Miss  
has really helped me grow.”
- Johnny Brumfield

MY SOUTHERN MISS STORY

Choose.USM.edu
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Pre-Coronation Tea Party with Homecoming court

Arlene Jones, PRCC director of nursing education, and her 4-year-old granddaughter,
Marcie Jones, meet homecoming maids, from left, Hailey Holland, Takeaslyn Gardner,
Kamri Jones and Alexis Pickens.

Homecoming maids Hailey Holland, from left, Takeaslyn Gardner, Kamri Jones and Alexis
Pickens pose with Kinley Smith, 2, and Zoe Smith, 4, daughters of Jonathan and Blair
Smith.

Raleigh Seal and Kate Causey, daughters of PRCC vice presidents Dr. Jennifer Seal and
Dr. Jana Causey, have refreshments after the Lil Wildcat Cheer Clinic.

Above: Zariah Chambers,
5, meets Forrest County
Center maid Alexis
Pickens and homecoming
queen Ellen Hall. She is
the daughter of Whitney
Chambers, who works in
the Student Success
Center. Left: Addision
Long, 3, and Harper
Avalon, 4, pose with home-
coming queen Ellen Hall.
They are the daughters of
athletic director Jeff and
Whitney Long and baseball
coach Mike and Kayla
Avalon.
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Congratulations to Sharon Nightengale, Instructor of Associate Degree Nursing. She was
selected to receive the September River Rewards prize, an Autumn Peacock throw and
Vineyard Hills hand-poured candle with Felt Tote Bag, presented to her by Dr. William
Lewis on behalf of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation includes Steve
Howard (left), Special Assistant to the President for Grants and Special Projects, and Dr.
Tara Rouse (right), Director of Wellness Center/Department Chair of Health, Physical
Education, and Recreation; both are River Rewards committee members. You can sign
up for River Rewards at http://prcc.edu/river-rewards/form.

River Rewards

Pearl River Community College President Dr. William Lewis prepares to cut the ceremo-
nial ribbon to open the Emerging Technologies Room in the PRCC Museum on Oct. 6.
The exhibit showcases technologies that influenced education, industry and the space
program and includes a new NASA exhibit, early computers used on campus and tech-
nologies that have drastically changed over the past 30 years. The museum also includes
new exhibits and lighting and additions to some older exhibits. With Dr. Lewis are, from
left, museum supporter Dr. Carole Holden Lund, museum director Ronn Hague and Dr.
John Grant, a member of the museum advisory board. The museum is open Monday and
Wednesday mornings and Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday afternoons. For de-
tails, call 601 403-1316.PRCC Public Relations photo.

Thank you from Louisiana

Chanse Dillard, 12, and Julian Dillard, 7, take in the Sept.
29 home game against Itawamba with their mom, Marilyn
Dillard.

Valluzzo Companies
Locally Owned and Operated
with 50 Locations in Louisiana 

and Mississippi

The MI-BEST program gives high school
dropouts a new opportunity for education and
an improved life for themselves and their
familes, Sen. Angela Hill said Oct. 17 at PRCC.

Hill, of Picayune, was guest speaker for Pearl
River’s celebration of MI-BEST, a statewide
initiative that blends adult basic education with
career technical courses.

She noted that one in five Mississippians are
high school dropouts but most can’t take two to
three years to go to school.

“They have to be able to see the light at the
end of the tunnel,” Hill said. “They can’t just
put their life on hold.”

MI-BEST allows students to train for a career
while earning the high school equivalency cer-
tificate. Forty-nine ABE students have passed
the GED tests already this semester, said Terri
Clark, PRCC’s director of adult basic education.

“It’s college-prep,” she said. “We are seeing
so much success.”

Career technical courses complete the educa-
tion cycle for MI-BEST students, said Tina
Coleman, student success navigator.

“There are plenty of options - three pathways
with 11 programs,” she said.

The pathways are health-related fields, con-
struction and welding.

Sen. Angela Hill of Picayune talks about the MI-BEST program.

MI-BEST: Pathway for students

The PRCC Museum opened a new exhibit
Oct. 6 with a brief ribbon-cutting ceremony in
the Emerging Technologies Room.

The exhibit highlights technology’s impact
on the world, including computers, computer
parts and video equipment from the 1980s and
’90s, a working slide rule exhibit and a new
NASA exhibit.

Museum director Ronn Hague also recently
upgraded the lighting to all LED lights which
emit no ultraviolet rays. 

“UV rays are the harmful part of light that
makes skin wrinkle, makes colors in paper and
textiles fade, and makes delicate items age pre-
maturely,” Hague said. “In other words, UV is
a big enemy to museum objects and lighting
with LEDs allows us to place an object in an
environment that is friendly and safe.”

The museum, located in the old Hancock
Hall near the PRCC Police Department, is
open Monday and Wednesday mornings,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday afternoons.

Museum undergoes changes

By ALEXX KENNEDY
Special for The Drawl

The Association of Educational Office
Professionals is excited to announce it has a
new president for the 2016-2017 year. 

Alexandra Kennedy, secretary to the Vice
President of General Education and
Technology, has agreed to take on
this leadership role and is looking
forward to a great year. 

AEOP has many professional de-
velopment, fundraising, and com-
munity involvement activities
planned for the coming year. 

Currently, AEOP is holding its an-
nual Stonewall’s Smoked Turkey
Raffle. Tickets are $1 each or 6 for
$5 and the winner will be drawn
Nov. 16.

The funds raised during this event
allow the association to continue of-
fering quality professional development ses-
sions to its members as well as support in-
volvement in Mississippi Association of

Educational Office Professionals and National
Association of Educational Office
Professionals. 

AEOP also continues to support and collect
items for the Backpack Buddies program. The
first delivery of food items for this community
feeding program for school-age children will
be Nov. 2.

This is the second year the PRCC
AEOP has supported the Poplarville
Backpack Buddies program. 

The boxes for accepted items are
located in the President’s office and
at various locations on campus.
Anyone needing a list of food items
should contact Marilyn Dillard at
403-1201.

All donations are welcomed and
appreciated. 

AEOP is getting started fresh with
new leadership and great members.

All office professionals are encour-
aged to become a part of this amazing group
for a year of growth, enrichment, and philan-
thropy. 

AEOP: Office group 
busy with fundraisers

Kennedy

Enjoying the game

Electricity demonstration

Above, Pike Electric linemen Jimmy Tanner, left, and David Staggs use a metal ladder on a
rubber tire to show how construction equipment can conduct high voltage electricity. Below,
a tree limb bursts into flame when it comes into contact with a high voltage power line dur-
ing a safety demonstration Oct. 26 put on by Pike Electric on the Poplarville campus.

Halloween Fest

Above, Sa’loane Pittman, 3,
crawls out of a collapsible
tunnel at the Halloween Fall
Festival for the PRCC Child
Development Center stu-
dents. Below, 5-year-old
Jake Smith gives the Wildcat
a fist bump.
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The Itawamba game

The Southwest game

The Co-Lin game

Above, recognized before the Sept. 29 home game against Itawamba as impact players
and the employees who influenced them were, from left, tight end Will Inlow and biology in-
structor Abigail Warden, running back Darius Leggett and College Skills instructor Angie
Barber and lineman Kelton Brown and student tutor Joseph Turner. Below, SFC Jeff
Yelverton, Magnolia Gold instructor, flips the ceremonial coin to start the game.

Above, the impact players honored PRCC employees who have influenced them before
the home game against Southwest on Oct. 6. From left are biology instructor Meagan
Lee and defensive back Tyler Jack, athletic director Jeff Long and wide receiver Cameron
Bolton, public speaking instructor Patricia Cone and wide receiver Joronnie Hinton.
Below, psychology instructor Sabrina Brown, a breast cancer survivor, gets ready to toss
the coin to start the Pink Out game against Southwest.

By JAMIE DICKSON
Assistant Director of Wellness Center

On Oct. 22, twenty PRCC students represent-
ed the General Physical Education Activities
course by joining Poplarville’s Hot Pink com-
munity at the Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer walk and run at the Pearl River County
Hospital and Nursing Home. 

Together, these students raised $500.  We are
very proud of and thankful for these students
and their accomplishment. 

On Nov. 17, we will welcome 60 students
from the Lumberton School District to our
Poplarville campus. 

These students will be challenged to com-
plete a series of select elements on the Wildcat
Wellness Ropes course. The students’ goals are
to focus on their ability to work as a team, com-
municate with one another, and to build person-
al leadership skills. 

Please help welcome these students to our
campus.

Beginning in November, we’ll begin our an-
nual holiday food drive for Brother’s Keeper.
Be prepared to drop-off your non-perishable
food donations at the Wellness Center.
Students, who are enrolled in General Physical
Education Activities (PE), will receive extra
credit for their donations.

More information will be advertised soon.    
n If you are a student enrolled in General

Physical Educations Activities (PE), do not for-
get that you can double your exercise credit by
attending any group exercise class held at the
PRCC Wellness Center.

There is plenty of space available in Kung Fu,
Zumba, Pilates, Yoga, Spin, Pump Up, and
Circuit classes. 

You do not have to sign-up ahead of time and
there is no special equipment needed.  For more
information, you may pick up a group exercise
calendar in the lobby of the Wellness Center.    

If you have questions about how to enroll as
a member at the PRCC Wellness Center, call
601-403-1340 or email Jdickson@prcc.edu.  

Students can double your
exercise credit at Center

The Wellness Center Pumpkin Decorating

Contest brought in 80 entries.

All physical education students who en-

tered received extra credit.

In addition to the winners listed above,

other winners were Marella Failla, best

character; John Seal, best Halloween;

Savannah Clark, most spooktacular;

Balieh Gebbia, best costume; Cynthia

Schafer, most original costume; Katlyn

Garrison, cutest costume; Lauren Julian,

best group costume; Jordan Steelman, sil-

liest costume; Olivia Segari, scariest cos-

tume; Nasaya Cox, creepiest costume;

Candace Owen, funniest costume;

Caroline Whitfield, best painted; Samuel

Penton, best PRCC; and Hannah Wells,

best Think Pink.

Belle Failla won the Best Overall title in the Wellness Center Pumpkin Decorating Contest
with the green alligator. The Most Creative Award went to Faith Montgomery with the ice
cream cone. The doctor-nurse entry won Best Couples Costume for Jaren Johnson and
Megan Northrop. The four students received t-shirts along with small trophies.

Pumpkin Decorating Contest

Students who played Zombie Apocalyspe last Friday included, seated from left, Megan
Desmond of Lumberton, Stephanie Boudreaux of Carriere, Michaela Murchison of Kiln,
Krista Foxworth of Foxworth, Donovan Young of Hattiesburg; standing, Trajan Sanford of
Petal, Zachary Clark of Foxworth, Mikailah Kindle and Brittany Breaux, both of Poplarville.

Zombie Apocalyspe students

Above, Jason Jones, a former Chucky Mullins Award recipient at Ole Miss, brought his
Victory Beyond the Game outreach ministry to PRCC’s Fellowship of Christian Athletes
on Oct. 12. Below, Students worship through song during the FCA meeting. PRCC Public
Relations photos 

FCA speaker Jason Jones

Above, impact players and the PRCC employees who have influenced them were pre-
sented before the game. They are, from left, lineman Willie Terrell and HPR instructor
Camille Soulier, lineman LaTedrick Meeks and sociology instructor Kira Authurs and line-
man Keith Delaune. His honoree, psychology instructor Tom Thoms, was unable to at-
tend. Below, former PRCC head football coach Tim Hatten flipped the ceremonial coin to
start the homecoming game.
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Soccer action 

Above, PRCC freshman defender Mark Johnson maneuvers the ball against Windham
Whatley of Mississippi Gulf Coast during men’s soccer action. Below, PRCC freshman
midfielder Caroline Grafe dribbles the ball past Mississippi Gulf Coast’s L.T. Massey dur-
ing women’s soccer action.

Above, Pearl River fresh-
man forward Abbi
Henderson fires a shot as
Aubrey Patterson defends
for East Central during
MACJC soccer playoff ac-
tion Oct. 25 in Decatur.
Henderson had the only
goal of the game in the
Lady Wildcats’ 1-0 victory.
Below, PRCC freshman
Mellie Snyder battles for the
ball against East Central’s
Cailee McClain.

Final men’s soccer standings Final women’s soccer standings 

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information 

One of the most storied sophomore classes in
the history of men’s basketball at Pearl River
Community College has moved on to the next
level, leaving a big hole to fill.

The task for head coach Chris Oney is to re-
build the team, while maintaining the program’s
elite status in the MACJC.

“This team will be a lot like our team two
years ago,” said Oney, who begins his
first full season as coach of the
Wildcats. “I understand that it’s going
to be a work in progress.”

All that team from two seasons ago
did was win a state championship in
2015 and a South Division title in
2016, despite the midseason coach-
ing change.

The Wildcats, led by third-team
NJCAA All-America Darrlyn Willis,
finished 16-9 last season, and won 25
games the season before. But that was
then, this is now.

“We don’t have a Darrlyn Willis to take over
like we have the past two seasons,” Oney said.
“We’re going to have to mix and match a lot,
and we may put a different starting five on the
court every game.”

One thing is certain, however, and that is a
bigger role for sophomore shooting guard Eli
Arcement of Hancock High, one of just two re-

turning players from last season. 
Arcement averaged 3.8 points per game off

the bench in 2015-16, and is starting to get at-
tention from some four-year programs.

But the Wildcats’ chances of success hinge on
how quickly a young, but talented group of
newcomers comes together, on and off the
court.

“I think I have a very close-knit group,” said
Oney. “They work extremely hard. They’re al-
ways together at the cafeteria; I’ll see two or

three of them walking to class to-
gether, and that can’t help but affect
us on the court.”

It helps that three of the newcom-
ers have some college experience. 

Shemar Johnson, a 6-6 guard from
Columbus, is a sophomore transfer
from East Tennessee State, Harold
Givens, a 6-7 forward from New
Orleans, comes to PRCC after a year
at New Mexico State, and Branden
Sheppard, a 6-8 forward from
Shreveport, La., spent a season at

Louisiana Tech.
Among the freshmen who have turned heads

in preseason are a pair of local products, 6-8
power forward Craig Hodges from Poplarville,
and Ryan McRaney, a 6-3 shooting guard from
Sumrall. 

The Wildcats open their season on Tuesday at
home against the William Carey University jun-
ior varsity. 

Oney

Wildcats face rebuilding
project on basketball court

Lady Wildcats feature
freshman-laden team

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information 

Scotty Fletcher isn’t joking when he says
Pearl River Community College might have
the youngest team in NJCAA women’s basket-
ball.

The Lady Wildcats return just one sopho-
more off last year’s squad that finished 6-16 in
Fletcher’s inaugural season as head coach.

“We’ve got one sophomore and 13 fresh-
men,” said Fletcher. “I think we may be the
youngest team in the country, and I know for a
fact that we’re the youngest team in our con-
ference.

“It’s been a lot of teaching. I’ve had to teach

them a lot on how I want to do things, how we
play and what we expect of our players.”

Despite his team’s youth, Fletcher is excited
just to have a full roster. 

Last season, PRCC finished the season with
just seven healthy players due to injuries and
defections.

The lone returnee for Pearl River is 5-foot-8
center Shelanita Starks of Slidell, La., who av-
eraged 6.9 points per game last season.

“The best thing about this team is how close
they are as a group,” Fletcher said. 

“These girls really love each other for who
they are. They’re a sisterhood. And they’ve
been very competitive.”
n See LADY WILDCATS, page 16

Above, sophomore guard Shemar Johnson goes up for a layup during a scrimmage at
Meet the Wildcats Night. Below, freshman point guard Rehema Franklin of New Orleans
brings the ball up the court, as freshman Tiarah Mouton of Meridian defends during Meet
the Wildcats Night.

Lady Wildcats end season with loss in MACJC State Tournament
By STAN CALDWELL

PRCC Sports Information 

Jack Byrd was pretty candid
when asked about playing
Jones County for a third time
this season in the semifinals
of the women’s soccer
MACJC State Tournament,
after Pearl River Community
College knocked off East
Central 1-0 in the opening
round.

“There are other teams I’d
rather have a third shot at,”
Byrd said. “They’ve had a
fantastic year, and we always
say that it usually always
comes down to us.”

Byrd must have sensed
what was coming, as 10th-
ranked Jones scored early and
often in a 6-1 victory Saturday
at Perkinston. The Lady
Bobcats got a goal just 1:14
into the game and they never
looked back in defeating
PRCC for the third time this
season.

It was a disappointing end

to an up-and-down season for
Pearl River. The Lady
Wildcats finished the season
with a 9-7 record, and were
third in the South Division
with a 6-4 division mark.

Nevertheless, Byrd, the
eight-year veteran women’s
soccer coach, likes the return-
ing nucleus of freshmen for
next season.

“They are a solid group that
has really grown throughout
the season,” Byrd said.

PRCC finished with 41
goals-for and 22 goals-
against. 

The Lady Wildcats will re-
turn two of their top three
scorers in Lacey Polderman of
Picayune, who had seven
goals, and Abbi Henderson of
Leakesville, who scored five
times.

It was Henderson who had
the game-winner in overtime
against East Central, assisted
by Polderman, and Henderson
also had the lone goal for
PRCC against Jones. 

The Lady Wildcats will also return
freshman Mellie Snyder of Leakesville,
who had nine assists, to go with three
goals, and goalkeeper Karsen Gildea. 

Pearl River will say goodbye to an ex-
cellent sophomore class, led by Kira
Morrell of Laurel, who had five goals
this season. 

Also moving on will be sophomores
Alycia Schwartz of Gulfport, Lauren
Craig of Wiggins, Jordan Ahlgren of

Long Beach and Kelsey Taylor of
Hurley.

Meanwhile, Drew Gallant’s first sea-
son as head men’s soccer coach didn’t
go as well as expected, as the Wildcats
finished 7-8 overall and 5-5 in the divi-
sion. 

PRCC fought hard down the stretch to
earn a playoff spot, winning its final two
games, against Meridian and Jones
County, but ultimately lost the third-

place playoff berth to Southwest on a
tiebreaker.

Sophomore Tyler Polderman of
Picayune finished as the Wildcats’ lead-
ing scorer, with seven goals. 

Freshmen Mark Johnson of Bay St.
Louis, Junior Sanchez of Oak Grove and
Jackson Turner of Leakesville all had
four goals this season. 

Johnson was also tops on the team
with five assists. 
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Pearl River assistant football coach Zach Lochard presents
longtime Wildcat fan Ray “Two-Bits” Crawford with a get-
well placard signed by members and coaches of the
PRCC football team. Crawford, who frequently attended
PRCC practices, is recovering from heart bypass surgery. 

PRCC 30
Jones 23

Above, PRCC’s Jay Banks Jr. (88) of Olive Branch makes
a  sensational one-handed grab for a 26-yard touchdown
against Jones. Below, freshman Daylon Burks of
Lumberton picks off one of four interceptions on the day
for the Wildcats. Photos courtesy of JuCo Weekly.

PRCC’s Randy Hogan Jr. of Pascagoula brings down this Jones runner for a short gain.
Hogan had 13 tackles in the game.

Second half lifts Wildcats
ELLIESVILLE - When it

comes to a Cat Fight between
Pearl River Community College
and archrival Jones County, one
can always expect the unexpect-
ed.

The Pearl River Wildcats rode
a stout defensive effort that
forced six turnovers and turned
away the Bobcats twice on fourth
down in the fourth quarter in a
30-23 win at Bobcat Stadium.

“It was absolutely a team win
today,” said Pearl River coach
David Saunders. “We challenged
the defense this week on
turnovers. It was a point of em-
phasis and we saw the results.”

The Wildcats had to overcome
plenty of adversity, beginning
with the first snap of the game.
Quarterback Andrew Dunn bob-
bled the snap right into the hands
of Bobcat defensive end
Marques Ford, who rumbled 10
yards for a touchdown.

However, the kick for the con-
version was missed, and the
Wildcats took the lead midway
through the second quarter after
recovering a muffed punt at the
Bobcat 23-yard-line.

After a 1-yard loss, Timothy
Arnold hit Matthew Eaton for a
23-yard pass play to the Bobcat
1, and on fourth down Arnold
found Cameron Bolton for a 1-
yard scoring play.

JCJC scored the next 10
points.

But the tide started turning
after Jones got the ball at the
Wildcat 45 after the free kick
with 1:14 to play in the half. On
the first play, Joe Wiliams
picked off Mason Blocker’s
pass, and the half ended with
JCJC leading 16-7.

The third quarter belonged to the Wildcats, especially the de-
fense, which got three picks and a fumble on JCJC’s next four
possessions.

The Wildcats weren’t able to do anything with the first turnover
of the second half, an interception by Tyler Jack, but the next one,
a pickoff by Daylon Burks, resulted in a 48-yard field goal by
Mark Johnson.

PRCC took the lead for good after stopping the Bobcats on a
fumble recovery by Randy Hogan Jr. at the Pearl River 24.

The Wildcats marched 60 yards on nine plays, scoring on a 26-
yard pass play from Arnold to Jay Banks Jr., who made a sensa-
tional one-handed grab for the touchdown. Johnson’s kick made it
17-16 with 3:18 to play in the quarter.

Zhaunte McElroy stuck a dagger in the Bobcats’ heart by jump-
ing a route on a third-down play and returning the pick 18 yards
for a TD.

Taking over at the Wildcat 14, PRCC needed just two runs by
Darious Leggett, of 17 and 69 yards, to score and make it 30-16.
Leggett, the nation’s leading running back, finished with 135
yards on 25 carries.

Wildcats close out season
with 31-17 loss to Co-Lin

It was the same old story yet again for Pearl
River Community College Saturday (Oct. 29)
afternoon at Dobie Holden Stadium.

Once again, the Wildcats gave a great effort,
but once again they could not put two quality
halves of football together and once again they
made too many little mistakes that led to a 31-
17 homecoming defeat at the hands of Copiah-
Lincoln.

PRCC completed its season with a second
consecutive 2-7 overall record (2-4
in the South Division). The Wolves
finished the regular season 6-3 and
4-2.

“We had a plan to play better in the
first half, and we accomplished that,
I thought,” said Wildcat head coach
David Saunders. 

“Credit Co-Lin. It was not any ad-
justments they made. They just exe-
cuted better, converted downs when
they needed them and we didn’t get
off the field when we had opportuni-
ties to do so.” 

The Wildcats came out strong, taking the
opening kickoff 69 yards to the Co-Lin 6-yard
line before stalling, and settled for Mark
Johnson’s 23-yard field goal.

PRCC then successfully executed an onside
kick to regain the ball, but failed to gain a first
down. 

On the first play after the punt, however,
Wolves quarterback Dominic DeLira was
sacked and the ball was knocked loose. Nose
guard Josh Neumann picked up the fumble and
rumbled 46 yards for a Pearl River touchdown.

That set the tone for the rest of the first half,
as the Wildcats held Co-Lin to just 71 yards of
offense, and DeLira to just 19 yards passing.

But the second half was a different story.
DeLira started to find the range and running
back Ladarius Galloway started to find holes in
the Wildcat defense.

After completing just 5 of 11 passes in the
first half, DeLira was 12 of 13 for 132 yards and
two touchdowns in the second half. And
Galloway broke loose for 116 yards rushing in
the second half, finishing with 177 yards on 25
carries.

“They didn’t do anything different,” said
Wildcat sophomore Tyler Jack. “The second

half, we just started being laid back and lazy,
and they ran it down our throat.”

The Wolves scored touchdowns on their first
three possessions of the third quarter to take a
commanding 24-10 lead.

PRCC got one touchdown back, as the
Wildcats finally got running back Darious
Leggett untracked, driving 80 yards on nine
plays, scoring on an 18-yard pass from Timothy
Arnold to Jay Banks Jr. with 9:12 to play in the

game.
But Co-Lin iced the game on the

next possession, driving 69 yards for
a final score.

Leggett continued to be a bright
spot for Pearl River, rushing for 115
yards on 29 carries. He finished the
season with 1,022 yards, just the
fourth back in Wildcat history to sur-
pass the 1,000-yard mark in a season.

“I really didnít think about it,” said
Leggett. “I was just concentrating on

getting the W. 
“This season was a learning experience. We

learned how to deal with adversity and to keep
working hard, no matter what happens. I think
we’re headed in the right direction.”

Saunders said he and his staff would start
evaluating the season and begin the recruiting
process for next season.

“Our freshmen, with the knowledge that to be
really competitive in the league we play in is
going to require a lot of commitment and im-
provement,” said Saunders. 

“We had too many things all year that were
self-inflicted. Too many penalties, too many
turnovers, and I think those are things that our
staff will take a look at to seek to eliminate those

Saunders

2016 Season Results
Date         Opponent                   Result
Sept. 1      Northeast (A)             L, 14-17
Sept. 8      Northwest (A)            L, 14-31
Sept. 15    East Central (H)         L, 21-35
Sept. 22    Hinds (A)                  W, 42-20 
Sept. 29    Itawamba (H)             L, 34-51
Oct. 6       Southwest (H)            L, 21-31
Oct. 15     Jones County (A)       W, 30-23
Oct. 22     Miss. Gulf Coast (A)   L, 17-30
Oct. 29     Copiah-Lincoln (H)     L, 17-31

Pearl River wide receiver Jay Banks Jr. leaps high in the air to catch a touchdown pass
against Copiah-Lincoln Saturday at Poplarville.

Final JuCo standings

MACJC playoffs
Semifinals Saturday

Gulf Coast (5-4) at East
Mississippi (8-1), 2 p.m.

Northwest (8-1) at East
Central (5-4), 2 p.m.

Championship, Nov. 14.

PRCC sophomore wide re-
ceiver Joronnie Hinton (5) of
Hattiesburg looks for running
room against Southwest ear-
lier this season.

PRCC sophomore linebacker Randy Hogan Jr. of Pascagoula and freshman linebacker
Chase Crosby of Gulfport team up to make a tackle against Southwest this season.
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Day Date Opponent Time Location

Saturday Feb. 18th Southeastern CC (Iowa) 1:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Tuesday Feb. 21st Marion Military CC (AL) 12:00 (9x7) Marion, AL
Friday Feb. 24th Dyersburg CC (TN) 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Wednesday March 1st Bossier Parish CC (LA) 3:00 (9x7) Jackson, MS (Millsaps)
Friday March 3rd Pensacola State 1:00 (9x7) Pensacola, FL
Tuesday March 7th Marion Military CC (AL) 1:00 (1x7) Poplarville, MS
Tuesday March 7th Delgado CC (LA) 7:00 (1x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday March 11th Delgado CC (LA) 1:00 (9x7) New Orleans, LA
Tuesday March 14th Spoon River CC (IL) 4:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday March 18th Northwest MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Wednesday March 22nd Baton Rouge CC (LA) 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday March 25th Northeast MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Tuesday March 28th Ms Gulf Coast CC 3:00 (9x7) Perkinston, MS
Saturday April 1st Itawamba CC 2:00 (9x7) Fulton, MS
Wednesday April 5th East Central CC 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday April 8th Meridian CC 2:00 (9x7) Meridian, MS
Tuesday April 11th Southwest MS CC 3:00 (9x7) Summitt, MS 
Friday April 14th MS Delta CC 1:00 (9x7) Moorhead, MS
Wednesday April 19th Hinds CC 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday April 22nd East MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Scooba, MS
Tuesday April 25th Jones County JC 4:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday April 29th Holmes CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Wednesday May 3rd Co-Lin CC 3:00 (2x7) Wesson, MS
Saturday May 6th Coahoma CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS

Thurs - Fri May 11th - 12th First round Playoffs T.B.A.
Wed - Sat May 17th - 21st Region 23 Tournament T.B.A. (State Champion Host)
Sat - Sat May 27th - June 3rd NJCAA World Series Enid, Oklahoma

2017 PRCC baseball schedule

2017 PRCC softball schedule
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Above, sophomore
Jonathan Turner stands in
the batter’s box during a
game last spring. Turner
batted .371 and drew a
team-high 33 walks in 2016.
Right, sophomore right-han-
der Drake Nightengale of
Sumrall delivers a pitch to
the plate during action in
the 2016 season.
Nightengale was 5-0 last
season.
(Photos by PRCC Sports
Information)

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

First-year Pearl River Community College
baseball coach Michael Avalon got his first
good look at what he’ll have to work with next
spring, and he says he liked a lot of what he
saw.

The Wildcats completed their official fall
season last week, finishing with a 4-4 record in
eight games. 

Avalon said the record wasn’t
what he would have liked, but get-
ting a chance to see a lot of players
in different situations more than
made up for it.

“One of the big things was just
figuring out what we have, getting
to know the guys and them getting
to know us as coaches” said Avalon. 

“Obviously, you want to win
every time you go out there, but we
also put some guys in some different
positions to see how they handle
things, and we played a lot of guys.”

In particular, Avalon and pitching coach
Anthony Izzio wanted to get a good look at
their staff for 2017. 

Avalon said he believes the Wildcats have a
strong nucleus of returning arms in sopho-
mores Drake Nightengale of Sumrall, Parker
Dungan of Columbia High and Billy Cox from
Ocean Springs.

“Drake has emerged as our No. 1 guy going
into the season,” said Avalon. 

“I also thought Parker Dungan took big
strides in understanding how to pitch at this

level from the left side. Cox, we know throws
hard; we just have to be real careful with him
because he’s such a little guy who can be a lit-
tle fragile with how hard he throws it.” 

All three had their ups and downs last sea-
son. Nightengale was 5-0 with 39 strikeouts
and a 6.23 earned-run average.

In the field, the Wildcats will lean heavily on
the duo of Graham Hackbarth of Birmingham,
Ala., and Lucas Scott from Lucedale.
Hackbarth, who alternated between third base

and catcher, will move to shortstop
this year, and he’ll team with Scott
in the middle of the diamond.

Scott hit .348 last season, with 4
home runs and 34 runs-batted-in.
Hackbarth was right behind Scott
with a .339 average, 3 homers, 10
doubles and he also drove in 34
runs. 

Also back is sophomore Jonathan
Turner from Tylertown, who was
second on the team last season with

a .371 average, and his on-base per-
centage was a team-best .529, thanks to 33
walks, by far the best on the team.

As a team, Pearl River hit .334, and Avalon
expects production to stay near that level in the
spring.

As for incoming freshmen, Avalon especial-
ly likes the looks of Mo Landry, a 6-foot-4 in-
fielder from Ponchatoula, La., and right-hand-
ed pitcher Colby White, out of West Marion,
who figures to be in the mix for mound time in
the spring.

PRCC opens the 2017 regular season on
Feb. 18 at home against Southeastern, Iowa.

Wildcats complete fall;
Avalon sees good things

Avalon

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

It will be a new-look team that takes the field
in softball next spring for Pearl River
Community College, and veteran coach Leigh
White spent much of the fall season sorting out
the roles for the many newcomers on her
squad.

The Wildcats completed their of-
ficial fall season last week and will
be going into their winter workout
program in anticipation of the 2017
season, which gets underway Feb.
10 with the Wildcat Invitational at
Wildcat Stadium.

“We’re very young, so we had to
get everybody used to what we’re
running and our system,” said
White, who will be coaching her
15th season at PRCC next spring.
“It was kind of up and down.”

In fact, Pearl River will only have five soph-
omores returning from last season’s 24-23
squad that finished eighth in the MACJC
standings. 

Two of those, however, are pitchers Jackie
Shows, a right-hander from West Harrison, and
Madison Scoggin, a left-hander from Stringer.

“Jackie is finally at 100 percent, which we
didn’t have last year,” White said. “She was
coming off surgery, so we weren’t able to see
her at her best. From all indications through
the fall, we’re excited about what she brings to
us.

“Madison has gotten stronger, and she
knows her role, which is going to be coming
in, throwing other teams off and closing games

out.”
Offensively, PRCC will build its

batting order around sophomore
Brooke Barnes, who hit .314 with 26
RBIs last season. After playing
mostly in the infield, Barnes is ex-
pected to move to the outfield in
2017.

However, it is no secret that the
Wildcats will sink or swim with a
large class of freshmen.

“We’ve pretty much had to start
over in virtually every area,” White

said. 
“At some point in the fall, every one of them

stood out. Olivia Holley, from Biloxi, had a
real good fall, and so did Krista Robles (from
Destrehan, La.). I thought Bailea Fucich, from
Denham Springs (La.) got better as the fall
went along. But everybody has to compete.” 

White

Lady Wildcats feature
large class of freshmen

Madison Scoggin Jackie Shows Brooke Barnes

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

The Pearl River Community College rodeo
team has gotten off to an impressive start in its
inaugural season as a varsity sport.

The Wildcats have had several different com-
petitors take a turn at Top 5 finishes in the first
four events of the fall season. PRCC has one
event remaining in the fall, this coming week-
end at Magnolia, Ark., hosted by Southern
Arkansas University.

In their debut at the Missouri Valley College
rodeo in Marshall, Mo., freshman Raegan Lee
of Picayune took overall first place in barrel rac-
ing, with freshman Andrew Burks of Kiln com-
ing in fourth in calf roping.

Freshman Lacy Lee of Long Beach took
fourth in barrel racing in the team’s second
competition, hosted by the University of West
Alabama at Livingston, Ala.

PRCC did its best work of the fall so far in the
second of back-to-back events at Murray, Ky.,
hosted by Murray State University. 

Freshman Chelsey Johnson of Poplarville sin-

gle-handedly powered PRCC to a third-place
finish in the women’s team standings, tallying
200 points to the All-Around Cowgirl title for
the highest individual point total.

Johnson finished third in the breakaway rop-
ing event and third in goat tying, but those two
finishes earned her enough points to grab the
All-Around nod.

On the men’s side, Pearl River finished third
in the team standings with 240 points, thanks to
a second-place finish by freshman Nick
Gonzales of Carriere and sophomore Kelton
Tynes of Poplarville in the team roping event.

Earlier, in the first event at Murray, freshman
Ryder Ladner of Kiln posted a fourth-place fin-
ish in steer wrestling.

After four rodeos this fall, the Lady Wildcats
are fourth in the season standings for the Ozark
Region of the National Intercollegiate Rodeo
Association with 510 points, while the Wildcat
men are eighth with 270.

Gonzales and Tynes are both in ninth position
in team roping, Raegan Lee is ninth in barrel
racing and Johnson sits ninth in breakaway rop-
ing and 10th in goat tying.

PRCC rodeo team
making its mark

n FROM page 14
Among the newcomers are

redshirt freshman Rehema
Franklin, a 5-6 point guard
who originally signed with the
University of South Alabama
out of Edna Karr High School
in New Orleans, but did not
play last season. She averaged
18 points and 5 rebounds as a
senior.

Also in the mix is 5-8 guard
Denosha Maye, from Bay
Minette, Ala., who averaged
25 points, 6 rebounds and 7 as-
sists for Baldwyn County
High last season.

“We want to create as many
live-ball turnovers as possi-
ble,” Fletcher said. “We want
to speed the game up and get
some easy buckets. We want
to be relentless on the offen-
sive end in terms of rebound-
ing.

“And we’ve got a lot of
depth, so our different lineups
will allow us to mix and play
different defenses.”

The Lady Wildcats opened
their season on Tuesday at
home against Bishop State. 

LADY
WILDCATS

Fletcher

Freshman Lacy Lee of Long
Beach (above left) rides quickly
around a barrel on her way to
a fourth-place finish in the
event at a rodeo at Livingston,
Ala. Freshman Ryder Ladner
of Kiln (below left) completes
his run in calf roping at the
same event. Freshman Andrew
Burks of Kiln (right) dismounts
after lassoing a calf in competi-
tion at Marshall, Mo.
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