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PRCC will honor five alumni when they are inducted into the
Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame on April 13.

They are retired educators Carolyn Lott Adams of Hattiesburg
and Dr. James W. Barnes of Poplarville; retired physician
Thomas Holden, M.D., of Grenada; retired executive William
W. James Jr. of Leesburg, Fla.; and retired attorney and busi-
nessman Anthony L. Walker of Ville Platte, La.

The gala begins at 6 p.m. with a reception followed by dinner
at 6:30 p.m. at the Southern Oaks House and Gardens in
Hattiesburg.

The Brownstone Center for the Arts will host several per-
formances as the spring semester comes to an end.

The first will be The Heart Behind the Music Songwriters’
Showcase. The show features Will Champlin, Brandon Lay,
John Ford Coley and Richie McDonald of Lonestar discussing
their music and the inspiration behind it. The show is at 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 23. Tickets are $30 and $20. PRCC employ-
ees receive a 5 percent discount and student tickets are $5.

Other events include:
n Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap at 7 p.m. April 6 and 7

and 2 p.m. April 8; Tickets are $15 and $10; $5 for students.
n PRCC Singers, 7 p.m. April 11; $5 tickets
n PRCC Bands, 7 p.m. April 18; $5 tickets
n PRCC JazzCats, Voices and RiverRoad in USO Show, 7

p.m. April 27; $5 tickets.

Students planning to graduate in May must complete the
graduation application. The application can be found at: 

www.prcc.edu/academics/graduation-0.
Graduation is at 10 a.m. Friday, May 12, at White Coliseum.
n Graduation speaker will be state Rep. Brad Touchstone of

Sumrall. Touchstone. an attorney, and his wife, Dr. Janice
Touchstone, a dentist, are PRCC graduates.  

PRCC art student Shanon Catoire of Carriere has received
two off-campus honors this year.

Her silhouette photo of a seagull against a Gulf Coast sunset
was selected as the cover art for the Oct. 2016 edition of Today
in Mississippi, the publication for Electric Cooperatives of
Mississippi.

She was also named a finalist in the 37th annual College and
High School Photography Contest held by Photographer’s
Forum. Her work will be published in Best of College and High
School Photography 2017.

Small Business Administration low-interest loans are avail-
able to those needing assistance in repairing homes after severe
weather in January. Loans of up to $200,000 are available for
homeowner’s primary residence and up to $40,000 for personal
property of homeowners and renters.

The loans are available in the counties covered by the
Presidential Disaster Declaration for Forrest, Lamar,
Lauderdale and Perry counties.

To be considered for all forms of disaster assistance, register
online at www.DisasterAssistance.gov, download the FEMA
mobile app or call 1-800-621-3362. Deadline: March 27.

Five named to Lifetime
Achievement Hall of Fame

Brownstone Events 
include concerts, plays

Students: Time to apply
for May graduation

Art student’s photography
work being published

SBA loans available 
for tornado repairs

Experience of a lifetime
Cal Thomas invites McKinsy Harris to National Prayer Breakfast 

By McKINSY HARRIS
Special to The Drawl

On Feb. 2, the National
Prayer Breakfast took place in
Washington D.C. With a little
luck and a nice southern smile,
two girls from Poplarville
were able to attend this event.

The event included having
breakfast with the President of
the United States, hearing an
unbelievable speech from
Chaplain Barry Black, hearing
the voice of Mercy Me’s lead
singer sing the song “I Can
Only Imagine,” and being sur-
rounded by an extremely di-
verse group of people.

Back in October, Cal
Thomas and Bakari Sellers
came to Pearl River
Community College to per-
form a political debate. 

The Honors Institute hosted
the event and since I am in the
Honors program, I was able to
meet both men. 

Cal Thomas showed a spe-

cial interest in me and my
newly found love,
“Hometown Hype.” 

After the debate was over,
Mr. Cal invited me to
Washington for the media din-
ner, which is an event that Mr.
Cal hosted, and to the National
Prayer Breakfast. 

The flight and hotel room
for Washington D.C. were
booked shortly after the offer,
and my mother and I arrived in
Washington on Jan. 31 to sight
see. 

We immediately fell in love
with the city and had an expe-
rience of a lifetime getting to
see the many things that con-
tributed to America’s rich his-
tory.

The media dinner was held
Feb. 1 at the Washington
Hilton Hotel. 

What was incredible about
the dinner was that I was able
to sit at Cal’s head table with
his special guests. 
n See HARRIS, page 7

Left photo, PRCC freshman student McKinsy Harris visits
with Cal Thomas, an American syndicated columnist, pun-
dit, author and radio commentator, who invited her to
Washington, D.C. to the National Prayer Breakfast. Above,
Harris and her mom, Kristi Harris, enjoyed visiting the
many attractions D.C. has to offer.

Pearl River Community College has
again been recognized as one of the state’s
best.

The BestColleges.com website ranks
PRCC as second on its list of Best
Community Colleges in Mississippi.

The top five include: 1. Southwest
Community College, 2. PRCC, 3. East
Mississippi Community College, 4.
Copiah-Lincoln Community College, and
5. Holmes Community College.

“We are most pleased with the continu-
ing recognition Pearl River has received
for its focus on students and their suc-
cess,” said Dr. William Lewis, PRCC
president. “We appreciate the recognition
provided by The BestColleges.com web-
site and continue our efforts to develop
and promote our students.”

In recent years, PRCC has been recog-
nized as one of the top community col-
leges in the country.

In 2015, the StateUniversity.com web-

site ranked PRCC as 15th on its list of 500
best community colleges in the U.S. The
BestSchools.org website ranked PRCC as
the 28th best community college in the
country.

According to the BestColleges.com
website, Mississippi’s two-
year schools provide courses
for a university track, techni-
cal skills, industry-specific
education, general education
and GED preparation. The
state’s 15 community and
junior colleges make up the
Mississippi Community
College Board.

A recent ranking of com-
munity colleges nationwide
gave Mississippi top stand-
ings, with five of its schools
slotted in the top 100 and two in the top
15. The state’s two-year schools are also
ranked as some of the more affordable.

Students pay less than the national aver-
age for two-year tuition.

“Recognition of this magnitude should
be celebrated by the entire college com-
munity,” said Dr. Adam Breerwood,  vice
president for the Poplarville campus and

Hancock Center. “This honor
is a result of the dedicated fac-
ulty and staff who remain fo-
cused on serving our students
to the highest of standards.”

The website had this to say
about PRCC: “The first public
two-year college in the state,
PRCC is committed to educa-
tional programming that is
high-quality and accessible.
The institution offers career
and technical and continuing
education noncredit programs

in addition to AA and AAS degrees.”
The website can be found at

BestColleges.com.

Dr. Breerwood

Best Colleges.com ranks PRCC No. 2 

Retiring in style

The PRCC basketball teams, including women’s coach Scotty Fletcher (left) and men’s
coach Chris Oney (right), presented Dr. William Lewis and his wife, Janet Gale, a pair of
rocking chairs between home games Feb. 23 at White Coliseum. Dr. Lewis has an-
nounced his retirement as PRCC’s president on June 30.

HEADWAE
Collum, Massey receive honors from PRCC

Pictured at the HEADWAE event in Jackson were from
left: Dr. Jana Causey, vice president for Forrest County
Operations; electronics engineering technology instructor
James David Collum, student Brendan Massey of
Hattiesburg and PRCC President William Lewis.

James David Collum and
Brendan Ryan Massey repre-
sented Pearl River
Community College Feb. 21
at the annual HEADWAE
events in Jackson.

HEADWAE - Higher
Education Appreciation Day,
Working for Academic
Excellence - was established
by the Legislature more than
20 years ago to honor aca-
demically talented students
and faculty.

Honorees were welcomed
to the Capitol by Lt. Gov. Tate
Reeves,  then introduced to
the House of Representatives
and the Senate. 

Collum has taught electron-
ics engineering technology at
PRCC for seven years at the
Forrest County Center.

After earning an associate’s
degree at PRCC in 2008, he
earned a B.S. from William
Carey University in 2010 and
a Masters from Carey in tech-
nical education in 2013.

“I was deeply honored to be
recognized by PRCC for the
HEADWAE award,” said
Collum. “I have been blessed
to work with a group of in-
structors and administrators
who have made student suc-
cess their mission.”

Massey, 19, a sophomore
Phi Theta Kappa student at
the Forrest County Center, has
had to face challenges that
might sideline the average
student. As a PRCC student,
he has been hospitalized six
times - once for a heart condi-
tion - from one to four days at
a time.

Today, this theoretical
mathematics major is a 4.0
student at PRCC. 

Brendan is employed at the
PRCC Student Success
Center. He serves as vice
president of Phi Theta Kappa,
president of Mu Alpha Theta,
president of the PRCC Chess
Club, and was recognized at
Nerdnation.

He is one of only 10 stu-
dents to receive PTKís 2016
Pearson Scholarship for
Higher Education, the soci-
ety’s first renewable scholar-
ship and mentorship program
supporting both associate and
bachelor degree completion 

“Brendan’s strong work

ethic is only eclipsed by his
enthusiasm for learning,” said
Dr. Terri Ruckel, one of
Brendan’s mentors at PRCC.
“His natural curiosity and in-
terest in research beyond what
is required commands the at-
tention of all of his instructors
and our administrators.”

The PRCC College Transfer Fair will be held March 20-24 in
Crosby Hall on the Poplarville campus. More than 20 colleges
and universities are expected to take part. 

Transfer Fair coming soon

n Both of Pearl River
Community College’s Phi
Theta Kappa chapters were
honored at the Mississippi
/Louisiana Regional Spring
Awards Gala held March 3 and
4 at the University of
Mississippi. Page 3.
n PRCC hosted the 2017

Mississippi Honors Confer-
ence the weekend of Feb. 10-
11, marking the first time the
meeting was held at a two-year
college. Page 3.
n A 21-year-old PRCC stu-

dent from Picayune was
crowned Miss PRCC Wildcat
after an evening of competi-
tion on Feb. 23 at the
Brownstone Center for the
Arts. Page 6
n Calendar of events, Page

7.
n A PRCC student placed

first in Skills USA state com-
petition and is eligible to ad-
vance to the national event.
Page 12.

Read about
PTK, Honors
Skills awards
inside
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Pearl River Community College offers equal
education and employment opportunities. The
College does not discriminate on the basis of race,
religion, color, sex, age, national origin, veteran
status, or disability. For inquiries regarding the
non-discrimination policies or to request accom-
modations, special assistance, or alternate format
publication, please contact Tonia Moody, Director
of Admissions and Records, ADA/Civil Rights,
and Title IX Coordinator, at P.O. Box 5537,
Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601-403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to award asso-
ciate degrees. Contact the Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
Georgia 30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500, or
at http://www.sacscoc.org for questions about the
accreditation of Pearl River Community College.
The Commission is only to be contacted to learn
about the accreditation status of the College, to
file a third-party comment at the time of the
College’s decennial review, or to file a complaint
against the College with evidence that appears to
support non-compliance with a standard or re-
quirement. All normal inquiries about the institu-
tion, such as admission requirements, financial
aid, educational programs, etc., should be ad-
dressed directly to Pearl River Community
College and not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

By MADISON SCOGGIN
The Drawl Staff Writer

Everyone’s grandparents have a unique or
special name like maw-maw or grandma. My
grandmother is called Grand Lou. 

Her name is originally Mary Louise, and that
is where Grand Lou comes from. Grand Lou
said she refused to be called maw,
maw-maw or grandma because it
portrayed old fat gray haired
women in moo moo dresses putter-
ing around the house in slippers
with nothing to do but cook and
clean. 

Grand Lou is stoutly built, a very
prissy five-feet-two inches tall with
shoulder length expertly manicured
bleached blonde hair and the energy
of a 20-year-old. 

She loves to dress in the latest
fashion and wear high heel shoes every day
that she can. At the age of 75, we thought she
was slowing down but that was just temporary
in between two total knee replacements. 

Grand Lou is very well versed in the man-

ners and grace of how a well-respected woman
of the South should act. 

She is quick to call you out if there are any
violations to Miss Manner’s rules. 

She very rarely drinks alcoholic beverages
although when she does it is always from a
glass and she never drinks wine from anything
but a wine glass. 

When eating out at a local restau-
rant, her beverage must be disguised
so as not to upset the ladies in her
Sunday School class.

Grand Lou is the definition of a
true southern belle. She has a smile
for everyone she meets, a southern
drawl that runs out like Aunt Jemima
syrup and is quick to bless some-
one’s heart when someone she
knows gets hurt or is sick. 

She seems to know everyone, too.
Sometimes when she goes to a local

restaurant and doesn’t see anyone she knows
she will make the statement to her children,
“Well I didn’t see a soul in there that I knew.” 
n Madison Scoggin is a sophomore stu-

dent from Bay Springs.

Scoggin

A true Southern Belle:
That’s my grandmother

By LENA KINDER
The Drawl Staff Writer

Everyone is looking for that special person to
spend their life together.  

Even if they aren’t looking now, eventually
everyone wants to settle down and feel that love
and security.  I fell in love young, at age 17. I
had met my match.  

Things weren’t easy of course. Just like in any
relationship we had our bumps. These are the
keys I have learned that have helped me to keep
my marriage happy and strong.  

Honesty builds trust
In every relationship, there will always be

trust issues at some point. Insecurity is a very
strong force that can drive a wedge easily. 

Remember, insecurity is driven by the un-
known. Be honest in every situation,
even if you’re scared. If you are hon-
est with them, they will trust you and
be honest with you.  

Being open with your partner is
very important. When there are mo-
ments of jealousy, questioning, or
anger you should always talk to each
other about these feeling. 

Being honest will help stop argu-
ing and resolve issues with ease. 

Becoming a unit 
The phrase “being a unit” is some-

thing I grew up hearing repeatedly from my
dad. It means to stand together against the
world.  When you make a commitment to some-
one you love it’s a true bond.  

Other people or things may try to come in be-
tween you and your partner at different times in
your life, but don’t let them.  Even if you don’t
agree with your partner don’t let the world see,
support them in front of the world and then talk
to them about how you feel in private. 

This is a huge show of respect and will make
them feel secure.  

Little things count 
Having a long relationship can’t always be

giant adventures every day. Daily life such as
work, school, and other obligations do get in the
way.

It’s important to learn to do small things to-
gether.  Cooking, cleaning, reading, watching a
movie or show, playing a game, grocery shop-
ping, or any everyday event works. 

The things that might not seem very impor-
tant at the time could become one of your fa-
vorite memories together. Cherish every mo-
ment.   

Don’t keep a list 
If you have a list of all the things your signif-

icant other has done wrong, get rid of it.
Everyone makes mistakes and holding those
mistakes over your partner’s head doesn’t only
hurt them, it hurts you too. 

If it doesn’t affect your relationship in five
years, it probably isn’t that important.
This doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t
talk to them about what happened
and let them know how you feel, but
be understanding and forgiving. 

Remind each other
Don’t let your partner forget how

much they mean to you. This person
should be your best friend, treat them
like it.  

Tell them how much you love them
often, and make sure they know how

important they are to you. 
Notes, texts, breakfasts, small dates, or find

your own special way of letting them know.
Days fly by and sometimes we can forget to re-
mind each other, but always try and make that
extra effort. 

This is the best advice I can give from my per-
sonal experience and from what I’ve seen from
long lasting relationships throughout my life.

Every relationship is different but at least a
few of these always remain.  

Remember, love isn’t war. It’s the best friend-
ship you’ll ever have. 
n Lena Kinder is a freshman student from

Roanoke, Va.

Kinder

Relationships: How
to keep them strong

Effective learning takes some important steps 

PRCC President Dr. William Lewis welcomes high school guidance counselors to campus
on Feb. 24. They were attending Counselors Day and received updates from administra-
tors and instructors about PRCC’s programs and orientation for incoming students. Thirty-
two counselors from 17 schools and vacational rehabilitation services were in attendance. 

Counselors Day

By JOSHUA FERGUSON
The Drawl Staff Writer

As college students we are often expected to
study harder if we want to make the grades.

We often spend countless hours studying
and sometimes we still fall short of our goals.
What if the problem isn’t our tenacity, or even
our vigilance, but simply the method by which
we try to learn the material in the first place? 

I want to share with you the framework I’ve
used to get an A in almost every course I’ve
taken so far. 

While I’m probably not coming out of this
semester with straight A’s, these are things that
have helped me stay afloat while taking some
of the hardest courses PRCC has to offer. 

Effective learning boils down to five things:
Sturdy footing, tailoring, language, process,
and immersion. 
n The sturdy footing is simple. Take care of

yourself. Eat healthy, exercise and for the love
of God, sleep. 

You’re not helping your GPA by cutting out
sleep to cram for a test. It also helps to have
ambition. To quote Nietzsche: “He who has a
Why to live can endure almost any How.” 
n Tailoring is a little less general. We all

learn, and think, differently. What causes in-
formation to stick may be different for you. 

Tailor whatever framework you use to your
needs. If you’re visual, look into mind map-
ping (a very visual way of notetaking) and in-
corporate a lot of videos into your studying. 

If you are ADHD (like me), it may be bene-
ficial to use time management methods such
as the Pomodoro technique: work on a single

task for 25 minutes, take a break for five. 
If you don’t know how you think, or how

you learn best, it may help to take a few
quizzes online about learning styles and to ex-
amine your past writing/emails to identify
which senses you reference most. 

For example, if you use phrases like “that
sounds awesome” or “I hear you,” you proba-
bly would learn best via auditory methods. 
nLanguage is the skeleton of most subjects.

It’s the lingo, and in some cases the history, of
the subject which provides the basis for under-
standing. Some subjects (for ex-
ample: history) are entirely lan-
guage based.

The best way to learn the lan-
guage, whether that is the language
of physics or psychology, is by
using spaced repetition software,
like Anki, to memorize the defini-
tions. 

Anki is basically digital flash-
cards, except the order of the cards
is determined by whether or not
you know the card. The cards you
are the least familiar with will be the ones you
see the most, thus you are constantly confront-
ed with what you don’t know. 

They are also useful because you can attach
audio, images, or video to the cards, so it’s
beneficial regardless of your learning style. 
n Process is language in action. It’s taking

the language, and applying it in the correct
way as to make conclusions. 

Subjects like Algebra, while it does have its
share of language, is an example of a process
oriented subject. The key is to practice. Once

you feel comfortable, teach it to someone else
who’s struggling. Explaining it helps cement
the process in your mind. 
n Immersion boils down to two things:

Cultural immersion and individual immersion. 
For cultural immersion, try to surround your-

self with those whose passion is the subject;
they tend to enjoy talking about the subject and
passion like that is infectious. The more expo-
sure you have to the subject, the better. 

I follow a few mathematics, physics, and
programming pages on Facebook, and the

jokes they make actually help me
understand the concepts. 

For individual immersion, find a
way to relate the material to your
experiences and other interest. If
you are taking a psychology class,
try to use what you’re learning to
understand those around you. 

If you are taking a class on
chemistry, try to relate it to some of
the stuff you’ve learned in biology
or history. 
Neurons that fire together, wire to-

gether. Forming these associations makes it
easier to recall the information in the future. 

Learning is a lifelong process, but frame-
works like the one above make that process
much more manageable. 

If you find yourself falling short of your
goals, and you are putting forth the required
effort, perhaps it’s time for a bit of redesign. 

After all, what else should our efforts be
measured by if not by their effectiveness?
n Joshua Ferguson is a freshman student

from Perkinston. 

Ferguson

By JACOB KUTCH
The Drawl Staff Writer

The words “privatization” and “for-profit”
have been cast into a negative light in the cur-
rent bureaucratic, teacher-autocracy incarnation
our public schools currently take. 

While so often criticized for funneling a
state’s funds into the private sector; in truth, pri-
vatized education has worked very well in re-
cent years.

Charter schools, institutions unaffected by
government ineptitude but funded by taxpayer
money, have oft proven superior to their public
sector counterparts. Though there are relatively
few charter schools operating in the United
States, they are some of the top-performing
schools in the nation. 

These schools are a breeding ground for inno-
vative new teaching and learning models that
continue to improve the wellbeing of
the community around it. 

In the coming decade, with private
sector growth under the Trump ad-
ministration, parents should be con-
sidering charter schools as options for
Mississippi in the near future.

Since inception in Minnesota in
1991, charter schools have been a
great “fourth” option to primary
school learning rather than choosing
between public school failure, private
school’s price, and falling short in
teaching children at home. 

After inception, “Charter schools sparked a
wildfire of reform that swept the nation, fueled
by parents who refused to accept a one-size-fits-
all approach to education - parents who set high
standards and demanded accountability in meet-
ing them,” says Jeanne Allen, president of The
Center for Education Reform. 

They are unique public schools that are al-
lowed the freedom to be more innovative while
being held accountable for advancing student
achievement. 

Because they are public schools, they are
open to all children, do not charge tuition, and
do not have special entrance requirements. 

The core of the charter school model is the be-
lief that public schools should be held account-
able for student learning. 

In exchange for this accountability, school
leaders should be given freedom to do whatev-
er it takes to help students achieve and should
share what works with the broader public school
system so that all students benefit. 

They include lengthening the school day,
mixing grades, putting teachers on their school
boards, doubling up instruction in core subject
areas like math or reading, making parents gen-
uine partners in family-style school cultures,
adopting any instructional practice that will help
achieve their missions, and applying lessons in
many different kinds of learning styles. 

Some of these tactics have been met with
great success and have benefitted the nearby
public school system by giving them precedent
to adopt these practices themselves.

In short, these institutions are free
to do whatever it takes to build the
skills, knowledge, and character
traits their students need to succeed
in today’s world. 

Being a relatively new phenome-
non and showing marked success,
charter schools are predicted to be-
come more prevalent in coming
years.

The Mississippi State Legislature
adopted a new charter school law
during the 2013 regular session al-

lowing for the creation of both new
and conversion charter schools in the state. 

Previously, only poorly performing public
schools were eligible to become charter schools.
Mississippi is finally open for change in our
public school system, which is often last place is
educational attainment. 

Lawmakers are ready to put forth legislation
to make this happen and with public support,
charter schools can become a staple in your
county. Contact your local representatives if you
desire more options for your children in the
years to come.
n Jacob Kutch is a sophomore student

from Picayune. 

Charter schools may be
wave of education future

Kutch

By JUSTIN PRISOCK
The Drawl Staff Writer

In the Creative Writing course offered by
Miss Deana Holifield, the students are doing a
collective short fiction story known as a penny
dreadful. 

A penny dreadful is more or less a
story published in ëpartsí; In other
words, the students are taking turns
writing a chapter each week to make
a whole story. 

Currently, they are in the works of
their sixth chapter, to be published
online over the next few weeks due
to a short break. Normally, they be-
come available to readers each
week. 

The penny dreadful these near 10
students have written is titled Split Ends. It is
about a group of people being trapped sepa-
rately in an ever-changing maze, and how their
lives later intertwine. 

During each person’s time in the maze, they
suffer their own issues and deal with who they
are and their pasts, all while having to worry
about if they’ll ever have a future due to their
current predicaments. 

They suffer emotional and mental distress,
and are forced to make difficult de-
cisions to try and remain alive.

To continue the Creative Writing’s
class journey of the penny dreadful,
go to either Wattpad.com or down-
load the Wattpad app - available to
either Android or iPhone users. 

The story is called Split Ends,
with the username P2R0C1C7
(standing for PRCC 2017). The
story falls under the
Mystery/Thriller category. 

Follow either the user or add the
story to your personal library via

Wattpad for more.
n Justin Prisock is a freshman student

from Wiggins.

Prisock

Check out Creative Writing story

Picnic table donation
Maghan James, PRCC Dean of
Students, and Perry Anthony of
McNeill sit at the wheelchair acces-
sible picnic table Anthony built and
donated to Pearl River Community
College. The project, and two other
tables he will donate to the City of
Poplarville, are part of the require-
ments for him to become an Eagle
Scout. Anthony, 16, is a member of
Troop 28 in Poplarville, a 10th grad-
er at Pearl River Central and has
been in scouts since the second
grade. His sister Bre Anthony, is a
PRCC student and his father, Brian
Anthony, is  part-time security officer
at the college. 
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Scholarships Available
in the areas of academics, talent, athletics, 

church-related vocations and missionary dependents

Scholarships for PTK members
$6300 scholarship* for Phi Theta Kappa members with 

additional funds available for PTK officers
*for students living on campus, $4,500 for off-campus students

Mark your calendar for Super Saturday: March 25, 2017
Finalize your enrollment at WCU and pre-register for classes.

31 
Undergraduate Majors

60+ 
Student Organizations

17 
Athletic Teams

wmcarey.edu      
601-318-6103    

Hattiesburg | Biloxi

Above, Lorenzo Catlett, a Forrest County Center Honors student, entered the Honors
Conference poster competition with a project on Muscles in Motion. Below, PRCC instruc-
tors Nicole Watkins and Bobby Thrash talk with Sharita Amacker from Mississippi Gulf
Coast Community College about her poster entry on ASMR Tingles.

Pearl River Community College hosted the
2017 Mississippi Honors Conference the week-
end of Feb. 10-11, marking the first time the
meeting was held at a two-year college.

The conference began on Feb. 10 at the
Woodall Center in Hattiesburg with social ac-
tivities and continued the next day on the
Poplarville campus with academic competition
and the business meeting.

“On behalf of our college’s Honors Institute,
I’m honored to have you on our campuses,”
said Sarah Spence of Carriere, president of the
Honors Conference and of the PRCC Honors
Council in Poplarville.

Forrest County Center Honors student
Brendan Massey placed third with his STEM
presentation, Proof of a Second Math
Derivative.

Lorenzo Catlett, also a Forrest County Center

student, was elected correspondent for two-
year colleges and Melissa Novak, another FCC
student, was elected as a delegate.

PRCC President Dr. William Lewis spoke to
the students, who came from five community
colleges and five four-year universities, the
morning of Feb. 11 about the history of
Mississippi’s community college system.

“Mississippi has the oldest state-wide system
of two-year colleges in the country,” he said.
“We’ve been very blessed coming from the
background of agricultural high schools to
being ranked by several polls as the best com-
munity college system in the country.”

PRCC traces its roots to 1909 when Pearl
River County Agricultural High School opened
at the front of the current Poplarville campus.

“The seeds of this system were planted right
here on this ground,” he said.

PRCC plays host school
to Honors Conference

Phi Theta Kappa chapters big winners

The Iota Mu chapter posed for a photo at the PTK regional conference. They are, from left,
advisors Trevor Hunt, Jonathan Morris and Robin Nix; members Skylar Taggart of Pica-
yune, Travis Stennett of Kiln, Marella and Belle Failla of Picayune and advisor Lisa Palchak.

Above, freshman Marella
Failla of Picayune speaks
during the MS-LA Region
Spring Awards Gala. She is
an engineering major on the
Poplarville campus.

Both of PRCC’s Phi Theta
Kappa chapters were honored
at the Mississippi/Louisiana
Regional Spring Awards Gala
held March 3 and 4 at the
University of Mississippi.

The Beta Tau Gamma chapter
at the Forrest County Center
won the Honors in Action
Distinguished Theme Award for
Theme 7: Innovation and
Replication and placed third for
its college project - A Whole
Health Fair for Mind and Body.
The chapter was a finalist for
Most Distinguished Chapter.

The Iota Mu chapter in
Poplarville was sixth for its
college project - Crunch Time
Tutoring.

Iota Mu also was recognized
as a 2017 REACH Chapter.
The REACH Rewards program
recognizes chapters that excel
in membership development.

The chapter receive 46 PTK
graduation stoles to be distrib-
uted to chapter officers or mem-
bers to be worn at graduation or
to keep as a celebration of the
milestone of college comple-
tion.

The two chapters were recog-
nized as Five Star chapters.

“Both Pearl River
Community College Phi Theta
Kappa chapters continue to
offer opportunities for students
to excel,” said Dr. Martha Lou
Smith, vice president for gener-
al education and technology.
“Thanks to the dedicated advi-
sors, the students are encour-
aged and guided to participate
in activities that develop leader-
ship and produce award-win-
ning results.”

Iota Mu’s Travis Stennett of
Kiln and Beta Tau Gamma’s
Brendan Massey of Hattiesburg
received the Golden Key
Awards given to members who
exemplify the hallmarks of Phi
Theta Kappa - scholarship,
leadership, fellowship and serv-
ice.

Lorenzo Catlett of
Hattiesburg, a Beta Tau
Gamma member, was elected
Regional Webmaster.

Massey and Alison McIntyre
of Oak Grove were recognized

as Beta Tau Gamma’s All-
Mississippi Academic Team
members, and Skylar Taggart
and Kristin Smith, both of
Carriere, were introduced as
Iota Mu’s team members. They
will be honored at the annual
celebration on March 22 in
Jackson.

Dr. Terri Ruckel, Beta Tau
Gamma advisor, won the
Continued Excellence Award
for Advisors. Dr. Doug
Donohue, also a Beta Tau
Gamma advisor, won the
Bennie Warren Outstanding
Award for Advisors.

Iota Mu advisor Jonathan
Morris was first runner-up for
the Paragon Award for
Advisors.

Horizon Awards for Advisors
went to Morris, Trevor Hunt,
Robin Nix and Lisa Palchak for
Iota Mu chapter and to Ruckel,
Donohue, Dr. Ryan Ruckel and
Dr. Jennifer Mraz for Beta Tau
Gamma.

Dr. Smith will receive PTK’s
Distinguished College
Administrator Award at the
PTK International Convention
to be held April 5-8 in
Nashville.

PRCC President Dr. William
Lewis will receive the Michael
Bennett Lifetime Achievement
Award at the convention.                    

Both awards will be present-
ed during a session on April 7.

The Ruckels serve as
Regional Coordinators.



N E W S
The DRAWLMarch 2017 • Page 4 

Phi Theta Kappa induction

The Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi Theta Kappa honor society inducted
new members Feb. 20 at the Pearl River Community College Forrest
County Center. They include, seated from left, Carrie Aultman of Sumrall,
Taylor Barefoot of Brooklyn, Karen Barnes of Tucson, AZ; Rebecca Barrett
of Hattiesburg, Taylor Bolton of Leakesville, Ebony Bradley of Beaumont,
Jade Breeland of Sumrall, Naomi Burroughs of Purvis, Alexandra Cardenal
of Jackson, Lorenzo Catlett of Hattiesburg, Aubrie Cronin of Oak Grove,
Dozier Davis and Gary Easterling, both of Hattiesburg; second row, Richard
Ellison of Carriere, Michael Evans of Purvis, Shelley Everett of Sumrall,
Tyler Fiveash of Hattiesburg, Jocelin Foster of Petal, Mackenzie Friend of

Purvis, Alexis Hale of Franklinton, La.; Kaylin Hickman of Wiggins, Zachary
Hicks of Sumrall, Cody Hudson and Rebecca Jenkins, both of Hattiesburg;
Raegan Kearley of Brooklyn, Dustin Loftin of Hattiesburg, Gregory McClain
of Petal, Tara Mitchell and Willie Mitchell, both of Hattiesburg; third row,
Melissa Novak of Hattiesburg, Said Otwane of Petal, Caitlyn Penton of
McLain, John Paul Pierce and Danielle Smith, both of Hattiesburg; Alexis
Stroud of Laurel, Vera Thacker of Hattiesburg, Raevin Wade of Los
Angeles, CA; Myesha Whitsett of Hattiesburg, Mekayla Williams of
Leakesville, Emilie Williams of Washington, D.C., and Nathan Young of
Sumrall. PRCC Public Relations photo

Forrest County Center students had an assortment of colleges and universities to choose
from during the College Transfer Fair March 2. Left, sisters Lauren and Shelby
Giadrosich of Picayune and CNA instructor Maynard Hyland listen as Ole Miss counselor
Kalie Kirkland goes over programs at the school. Center, Lauren Porter, Mississippi State
University admissions counselor, discusses education opportunities with PRCC student
Bryan Young of Jackson. William Carey University applications manager Deanna Graves
gives PRCC student Megan Breland of Hattiesburg a packet of information. Schools that

participated in the College Transfer Fair included Alcorn State University, University of
Alabama, Belhaven University, Blue Mountain College, Delta State University, Faulkner
(Ala.) State, Jackson State University, LSU, Mississippi State, Mississippi State
University Engineering, Mississippi University for Women, Our Lady of the Lake College,
Southeastern Louisiana University, University of Southern Mississippiu, Ole Miss, USM
Army-ROTC, University of New Orleans, William Carey University and University of
South Alabama. 

College Transfer Fair features 25 colleges

Reading Across America Day

On March 2, Pearl River Community College’s Forrest County Center celebrated
“Reading Across America Day” which was planned to coincide with Dr. Suess’s birthday.
Above, PRCC sophomore student Raechel Zimmerman of Purvis reads to pre-K through
fifth grade students from Rowan Elementary School in Hattiesburg. Librarian Janice
Barnes and gifted education teacher Jerice Williams escorted the students. Below, Robin
Shows, FCC Learning Resource Center coordinator, leads the Rowan Elementary School
students in an exercise session between Dr. Suess readings.

By ROSALYNN VAUGHN
Special to The Drawl

We’re “Marching” into some
fun- filled months at The
Forrest County Center.

Currently, our multi-purpose
room is overloaded with events
to keep students engaged for
the spring. 

If you are interested in get-
ting involved, here are few
dates to place on your calendar. 

There will be an Honors
Lecture on Tuesday, March 21.
Honors Faculty Instructor Ms.
Amanda Blair will present,
“Chemistry: It’s All around
Us” in the Multi-Purpose
Room at 12:15 p.m. 

On Wednesday, March 22, at
noon, BSU will provide lunch
for FCC students in the
Multipurpose Room. Come
join us for food, fellowship,
and fun.  

Mu Alpha Theta will have a
club business meeting on
March 23, in Building 1, Room
108. All members are encour-
aged to attend to help plan this
year’s Spring Fling.

On March 30, a Creative
Writing Poetry Cafe’ will be
held in the multi-purpose room.
Audience members can share
original poetry, or sit and enjoy
the best literary sounds from
some of PRCCs finest. This
event takes place at 12:15 p.m.

Summer and fall registration
will begin on Monday, April 3,
for returning students. 

On Wednesday, April 5 at
noon, BSU will once again
partner up with a local church
to provide lunch for FCC stu-
dents. Lunch will be served in
the multi- purpose room. 

There will be an Honor’s
Lecture in the Multipurpose
Room on April 11 at 12:15 p.m. 

Dr. Melissa Bryant will de-
liver the message. The lecture
is entitled: How Nursing
Works: Pathways to Education
and Career. If you are interest-
ed in a career in nursing, then
this would be a great learning
experience for you. 

FCC will host its very first
Spring Fling Easter Egg Hunt
on Wednesday, April 12 in the
B6 Parking Lot from 11 a.m. -
1 p.m. This Egg- travaganza is
for FCC students. 

During the event, students
will have the opportunity to
hunt for eggs and redeem
prizes. This will be an egg- ce-
lent celebration!

The FCC will be closed
Friday, April 14, in observance
of Good Friday. 

As you go through this se-
mester, we encourage you to
plant good seeds - work hard
and study. When you plant
good seeds, your harvest will
be bountiful. Happy spring!

Check out
schedule
of events
at FCC 

By Dr. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to The Drawl

In the midst of all the
“strum und drang” (literally
storm and stress) of this polit-
ical season with its accusa-
tions of “fake news” and vitri-
olic personal attacks, we often
forget the power of “mere”
words to accomplish both
good and bad results. 

Let me remind all of us.
Words come from the

“heart,” are processed through
the mind, and are transmitted
by the lips. Although they
often are a commentary on
others, they also reveal a great
deal about who we are as indi-
viduals. 

Do your words
say you are -
n an  optimist or

a pessimist?
n a doer or a

procrastinator?
n An encour-

ager or a discour-
ager?
n Content or

dissatisfied?
n A giver or a

taker?
Words do make a

difference. We were given
speech to communicate for
the good of all. 

To speak with love is to
plant “flower seeds” within.

Negative words begat
“weed seeds.” Here are some
phrases that are music to the
ear and spirit:
n Good work!
n Let me help you.
n I forgive you.
n Congratulations!

n I’m sorry.
n You can do it!
n I’m proud of you!
n Thank you.
n I love you.
The wrong words can be as

painful as being struck physi-
cally. 

Words spoken with anger,
guilt, or resentment cut deeply
and quickly, with lasting ef-
fects. Mental health experts
agree that verbal abuse, al-
though “invisible,” is an as-
sault on the mind and the spir-
it of the victim, affecting them
in a negative manner.

Adults, especially, should
consider the words they use
with children. 

Criticisms, put-downs, in-
sults - even when
delivered in “fun”
- can hurt feelings,
bruise egos, and
stunt the growth of
a healthy self-
image. 

The sociologist,
George Cooley,
speaks of the
“looking glass
self,” his way of
describing how we

gain our sense of
worth and “self.” 

His idea is that “I am who I
think you think I am;” that is
to say, we gain our sense of
identity based on what others
say to us. 

As far as I am concerned, if
our words do not build up and
encourage others, it is better
to say nothing at all.
n Dr. Benny Hornsby is an

adjunct instructor of sociolo-
gy and English at PRCC.

Just simple
words can be
comforting
to many

Dr. Hornsby

Jimmy Fields, a recruiter from Ingalls Shipbuilding in
Pascagoula, talks to students in the PRCC drafting and
design program in the Technology Center on March 9. He
and recruiter Charlene Grable, left, and engineer Eddie
Rogers, right, took part in the March 8 Career Fair and re-

turned the next day to make personal contact with stu-
dents in the electrical, HVAC, instrumentation and drafting
programs. Ingalls personnel will return in May as well to
test and hire students completing the welding program.
PRCC Public Relations photo

Recruiting PRCC students
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Area legislators, government officials
visit with PRCC faculty and students

The Spring Legislative and Government Officials Breakfast is hosted each year
by the FCC Faculty Association. The Faculty Association President coordinates the
event with support from Faculty Association Members. The event is typically held
the first Monday in March. 

This year, the Faculty Association hosted a silent auction (in December at the holi-
day luncheon) to raise money for the breakfast. We raised $250 at the silent auction. 

The PRCC Development Foundation supports this event by helping to cover the
costs for Valley Foods to cater the breakfast. The rest of the cost (invitations, deco-
rations, food) is covered by Faculty Association dues and fundraising monies. 

The officers of the Faculty Association this year are: Aaryn Purvis (president),
Michelle Wilson-Stokes (vice president), Sharon Clark (secretary), and Doug

Donohue (treasurer). 
We had one city government official attend - Hattiesburg Mayor Johnny Dupree.

We had six state legislators attend: Rep. Toby Barker, Rep. Larry Byrd, Rep. John
Glen Corley, Rep. Chris Johnson, Sen. John Polk and Transportation
Commissioner Tom King. We had three members attend from the Forrest County
Board of Supervisors: David Hogan, Charles Marshall, and Chris Bowen. 

We also had three members from the PRCC Board of Trustees: Herbert Ray
Nobles, Tess Smith and Dale Purvis. 

In addition, we had more than 80 students in attendance plus a large handful of
PRCC faculty and administrators. 

-- Aaryn Purvis

It was biscuits, coffee, fresh fruit and a side of state legislators and government officials
when Pearl River Community College hosted its annual Legislative Breakfast at the

Forrest County Center March 6. Hattiesburg Mayor Johnny Dupree spoke to the huge
gathering in the multi-purpose room, along with other dignitaries.

Rep. Toby Barker talks about legislative business with some PRCC students. First-term state Rep. Chris Johnson chats with PRCC students during the breakfast.

Left photo, PRCC respiratory technology students Macy
Green (left) of Mendenhall and Shelby Perry of Sumrall
share some time with state Sen. John Polk. Above, Rep.
Larry Byrd is flanked by PRCC students Molly McGee (left)
of Magee and Rachel Carraro of Hattiesburg.

Hattiesburg Mayor Johnny Dupree (left) visits with PRCC
student John Paul Pierce of Hattiesburg.

Pearl River Community College’s Forrest County Center was well represented at Capitol
Day March 8 in Jackson. Pictured are from left: Instructors Dr. Rudy Gatlin and Dr. Aaryn
Purvis, Nathan Young of Sumrall, Michael Evans of Purvis, Alison McIntyre of Oak Grove,
Shelley Everett of Sumrall and Taylor Barefoot of Brooklyn.

Above left, Alison McIntyre of Oak Grove shows off her Phi Theta Kappa award with
classmate Raechel Zimmerman. Above right, Dr. Jennifer Mraz received a Horizon Award. 

JACKSON - Drew Marshall said he could have
gone to a four-year university, but chose Northeast
Mississippi Community College in Booneville
where he feels at home.

“I had the scholarships and I had the opportuni-
ty, but I knew that I was not ready for that kind of
transition,” he said.

Marshall, speaking on behalf of thousands of
Mississippi community college students at the an-
nual Capitol Day, said he is concerned about state
budget cuts that have hit the colleges repeatedly. 

Students, faculty and other supporters of the 15
community colleges gathered in the second floor
rotunda at the Capitol on March 8 to let their law-
makers know they are concerned about funding.

At a news conference hosted by the Mississippi
Community College Faculty Association, Jones
Junior College President Jesse Smith also ex-
pressed his concern. Smith, chairman of the
Mississippi Association of Community and Junior
Colleges, quoted from Charles Dickens’ “Tale of
Two Cities” that “it’s the best of times, it’s the
worst of times.”

Gesturing to the students standing on the stairs
behind him, Smith said, “It is the best of times be-
cause we have this bright future here and they

want to be successful. It is the worst of times be-
cause we are facing the worst set of budget cuts
that we’ve experienced in a very long time.”

Community colleges receive only eight cents of
every educational dollar the Legislature appropri-
ates. Their mission includes academic transfer, ca-
reer and technical, high school dual credit, work-
force and adult ed programs, serving nearly
250,000 individuals each year; 96 percent of com-
munity college students are Mississippi residents.

Brian Carriere, an instructor at Mississippi Gulf
Coast and president of the statewide Mississippi
Faculty Association for Community and Junior
Colleges (MFACJC), highlighted the colleges’
mission and quality.

“Mississippi’s community colleges have be-
come a one-stop shop for higher education, and
our colleges have consistently met the demand
and the need,” he said. “Mississippiís community
college system consistently ranks at or near the top
in the nation by WalletHub in annual studies that
include 12 key metrics. Not only are we leading
our home state, we are outperforming most states
in the country, and we are doing this in Mississippi
at an annual in-state tuition cost of less than
$3,000 at all of our colleges.”

Faculty, students voice concerns
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Contestants in the Miss PRCC Wildcat Scholarship
Pageant were, from left, Alyssa Fuller of Carriere, Jasmine
Clemons of Moss Point, Miss Congeniality; Reagan
Norwood of Biloxi, first alternate and Presence and
Composure Award; Miss PRCC Wildcat Belle Failla of

Picayune, Karsen Gildea of Ocean Springs, second alter-
nate and Physical Fitness Award; Danielle Moore of
Tylertown, third alternate, Alia Scott of Slidell, La., fourth
alternate and Ad Sales Award; and Kamry Bond of
Lumberton. PRCC Public Relations photo

Belle Failla crowned Miss
PRCC Wildcat for 2017

A 21-year-old Pearl River Community
College student from Picayune was crowned
Miss PRCC Wildcat after an evening of com-
petition on Feb. 23 at the Brownstone Center
for the Arts.

Belle Failla won the crown along with
awards in Judges’ Interview and Talent in com-
petition with seven other women. She tap
danced to the song Swing Time during the tal-
ent portion of the pageant. 

As Miss PRCC Wildcat, Failla will receive a
one semester full-tuition scholarship. She was
crowned by Mary Kate Lott of Purvis, Miss
PRCC Wildcat 2016.

Alternates are Reagan Norwood of Biloxi,
first and Presence and Composure Award;
Karsen Gildea of Ocean Springs, second and
Physical Fitness Award; Danielle Moore of
Tylertown, third; and Alia Scott of Slidell, La.,
fourth and Ad Sales Award. 

The contestants selected Jasmine Clemons
of Moss Point as Miss Congeniality.

Also competing were Kamry Bond of

Lumberton and Alyssa Fuller of Carriere.
Judges were Holly Cuevas and Martha Lee,

both of Hattiesburg, and Terry Fleming of
Leakesville. Jacob Hickman, PRCC
Fellowship of Christian Athletes director, was
master of ceremonies. 

Sunni’s Elite Dance Academy in Poplarville
provided entertainment between events.

Failla is a member of the PRCC Honors
Institute, president of the Iota Mu chapter of
Phi Theta Kappa honor society, a student
work-study employee in the math and science
department and has volunteered with numer-
ous campus activities. 

She has represented PRCC as HEADWAE
nominee and on the PTK All-Mississippi
Academic Team. She plans to earn a mechani-
cal engineering degree at Mississippi State
University.

The daughter of David and Cindy Failla, she
graduated from Mother of Divine Grace High
School and was active at the state level of 4-H
and has danced and played piano competitively.

Belle Failla of Picayune was
crowned Miss PRCC Wildcat.

Pearl River Community College welcomed
Sheila Grogan, director of the Blue Cross &
Blue Shield of Mississippi Foundation, to cam-
pus Feb. 17 to update her on plans for the
$147,493 foundation grant to the PRCC
Wildcat Wellness initiative.

Grogan presented a ceremonial check to Dr.
Tara Rouse, director of the PRCC Wellness
Center, and Dr. Jennifer Seal, vice president
for planning and institutional research. 

“Pearl River Community College is doing an
amazing job with promoting wellness at the
college and in the K-12 schools,” Grogan said. 

Through the grant, PRCC has started a 5K
Beginner Bootcamp, held the first weekly fun
run/walk, served Sweet Heart smoothies at the
Wellness Center on Valentine’s Day and start-
ed providing fresh fruit every Friday to
Poplarville Lower Elementary students.

“It’s the first thing the students ask on Friday
- what fruit are we having today,” said
Candace Henderson, PLE principal. “We’ve
gotten nice notes from parents, too.”

Future activities include a healthy cooking
demonstration at PLE’s Parent University, a
Tour de River bike class, taking PLE students
to a one-mile run in Gulfport in April and con-
tinuing summer camps for kids. 

Workstation exercise equipment, including
treadmills and stationary bikes, is already in
place in campus offices.

Blue Cross awarded $286,270 to PRCC in
2012 to replace outdated exercise equipment
and construct an outdoor walking track. 

The foundation awarded a second grant of
$198,171 in 2015 to start the summer camps
for elementary school children, to assist with
the “Get Ready to Run” program in Poplarville
elementary schools and to purchase outdoor
exercise equipment along with bicycles for
PRCC students to lease.

“This is the third period that we’ve funded at
Pearl River Community College,” Grogan
said. “The college has done a superb job. This
is going to be sustainable and live on long after
the money is gone.”

Left, Sheila Grogan, center,
executive director of the
Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Mississippi Foundation,
presents a ceremonial
check on  Feb. 17 to Pearl
River Community College
for the Wildcat Wellness
Initiative. Accepting it are
Dr. Jennifer Seal, vice presi-
dent for planning and insti-
tutional research, left, and
Dr. Tara Rouse, Wellness
Center director. Above, The
PRCC Wildcat Wellness
Committee enjoys healthy
smoothies during a meeting
on Feb. 17.

Blue Cross foundation
grant making a big
difference at PRCC

By JAMIE DICKSON
Assistant Director of PRCC

Wellness Center

We’re excited to announce
our second annual Wildcat
Wellness “Go-Cub-Wild”
children’s camp, coming this
summer.

This day camp will run June
19-22 and is for children en-
tering first grade through sixth
grade.

“Go-Cub-Wild” was made
possible through a grant pro-
vided by Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Mississippi
Foundation. 

This camp will encourage
children to live a healthy
lifestyle by understanding the
importance of daily exercise
and healthy nutrition. Each
camper will receive a camp T-
shirt and sports bag.  

Various recreation and
sport-related activities such as
golf, soccer, dodge ball, and
tennis will be some of the
many activities these campers
will be able to enjoy.  

Campers will also learn
how to prepare and select
healthy snacks to encourage
healthy nutrition habits.
Registration is open now. 

To register, go online to
www.gocubwild.com. 

The cost is $100 per camper
and includes lunch.  During
the week of camp, you’ll be
able to drop off your camper
at 7:30 a.m. and pick-up time
is at 5 p.m. 

If you have questions about
the camp, please contact
Meghan Moger at
mmoger@prcc.edu or call
601-403-1340. 

Other upcoming Wellness
Center Events:
n Tuesday, April 4 at 2:30

p.m. - Wildcat Wellness cam-
pus 5K.  Details TBA
n Thursday, April 13 at

12:15 p.m. - Wildcat Wellness
- “Run for an Egg” event.  A 1
mile fun run or walk for prizes
and a chance to win a grand
prize. 

General PE students will re-
ceive extra credit for partici-
pating. 

The event begins at the
PRCC Wellness Center
Outdoor Walking Track.
n Wednesday and

Thursday, April 26-27 - Post
Fitness Assessments. 
n Students may complete

an assessment between the
hours of 8 a.m. until 2:45 p.m.
both days.

All General PE students
will receive a two-hour exer-
cise credit for participating.  

Go-Cub-Wild
children’s camp
this summer

Cammie Moree of Sumrall and Houston McMahon of Purvis, left, took third place in the
PRCC Talent Show, singing “The Mess We’ve Made.” Marella Failla of Picayune, center,
won the $500 scholarship by singing “Popular” and Jonathan Dixon of Petal came in sec-
ond after singing “Writings on the Wall.” PRCC Public Relations photos

Failla wins PRCC Talent Show 
Vocalists walked away with

top honors from the annual
Talent Show at Pearl River
Community College.

Marella Failla of Picayune
performed “Popular” from
Wicked to claim first place
and a $500 scholarship.

Second place went to
Jonathan Dixon of Petal who
sang “Writings on the Wall.”
Cammie Moree of Sumrall
and Houston McMahon of
Purvis teamed up to sing “The
Mess We’ve Made” and
placed third.

Nine students competed
with four vocal entries, a
monologue, a guitar perform-
ance, a piano performance, a
stand-up comedy routine and a
four-piece band.

Judges were cheer coach
Meghan Moger, assistant foot-
ball coach Frank Walker and
Patrick Scott, Student
Government Association vice
president.

Left, Marella Failla of
Picayune took top honors
in the PRCC Talent Show
with her rendition of
“Popular” from Wicked.
Right, second place win-
ner was Jonathan Dixon
of Petal accompanied by
Hunter King of Carriere.

Hancock Center

PRCC Assistant Vice President Raymunda Barnes (center)
with Waveland Mayor Mike Smith and Mik Williamson at a
Leadership Hancock County session. Barnes gave a pres-
entation on educational opportunities provided by PRCC in
Hancock County.

On March 7, Kira Arthurs, instructor of Sociology, present-
ed a lecture entitled “Gender Throughout Time: The Social
Construction of Gender in America” that simply captivated
the audience. Students were heavily engaged in discus-
sion concerning gender issues in America and abroad.

Hancock Center News
n The Hancock Center Team and the PRCC Office of

Recruitment will be joining the Hancock Chamber Education
Committee in helping to make the Annual Hancock County
Senior Breakfast a success. 

The opportunity for PRCC to have an active part in this major
countywide event has been a dream for Raymunda Barnes
(chair of the Hancock Chamber Education Committee and
member of the Hancock Chamber Board of Directors). “The op-
portunity for PRCC to have a presence at this event will pay off
substantially,” said Barnes.
n Congratulations to the Hancock Center students who will

be inducted into Phi Theta Kappa this month. They are:
Colby Betz, Nicholas Breland, Jaime Hirstius, Noah Johnson,

Carson Maiden, Mallory Munson, Andrew Roberts, Arianna
Selg and Havalyn Smith.
n Reminder: April 1 CASA 5K Run (through Bay St Louis)



N E W S
March 2017 • Page 7The DRAWL 

The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

Black History Month programs 

Right, composer Luigi
Zaninelli talks about Take
My Hand, the piece he
wrote for the PRCC Wind
Ensemble. He spoke follow-
ing its premier on Feb. 13 at
the Brownstone Center of
Pearl River Community
College. Above, The PRCC
Wind Ensemble performs
Take My Hand.

PRCC honors civil rights
icon with original music

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community
College paid tribute Feb. 13 to the late Medgar
Evers with a piece composed for the PRCC
Wind Ensemble.

Luigi Zaninelli, retired music professor at
the University of Southern Mississippi, wrote
Take My Hand based on the hymn Precious
Lord which was a favorite of Evers’.

The PRCC Wind Ensemble premiered the
composition during a concert at the
Brownstone Center for the Arts.

“I am so glad that I was able to be here
tonight,” Zaninelli said while explaining why
he chose to work with the hymn.

“I liked it because it had a beauty and ele-
gance of sound that I liked,” he said. 

Precious Lord was also one of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s favorites and was sung by
Laurel’s Leontyne Price at the funeral of
President Lyndon Johnson, he said.

“Not only was it important to the African-

American community, but it meant a great deal
to many people in the civil rights movement,”
Zaninelli said.

Evers, who lived in Jackson, was well
known as a civil rights activist. He was shot to
death in front of his home on June 12, 1963.

Dr. Kyle Hill, director of bands and chair of
the Department of Fine Arts and
Communication, conducted the Wind
Ensemble.

“It is indeed an honor for the PRCC Wind
Ensemble to participate in this program,” he
said. “This will be the first performance of this
piece ever.

“It is our hope that this composition will be-
come a standard of high school and college
band literature and, therefore, spread aware-
ness of Medgar Evers.”

The Wind Ensemble also played A Hymn
Tune Rhapsody and The Washington Post
March.

Martin brings his love for
Tuskegee Airmen to PRCC

HATTIESBURG - When Clint Martin was a
young man growing up in segregated McComb
during the 1940s, he became fascinated by the
exploits of the Tuskegee Airmen, the first all-
black squadron of pilots who became renowned
during World War II.

A gifted artist, Martin has made a lifelong
hobby of painting scenes from the squadron’s il-
lustrious history, a hobby that has become a full-
time occupation since he retired from a dentistry
practice in California.

Martin brought some of his work and shared
some of his passion for the Tuskegee Airmen to
the Pearl River Community College Forrest
County Center Feb. 14 as part of Black History
Month.

“I’ve been with these guys for at least 50
years,” said Martin, who now makes his home
in Hattiesburg. “There aren’t many of them left,
maybe 30, and they’re all in their 90s.”

This was the 11th annual observance of Black
History Month at the Forrest County Center pre-
sented by the campus History and Humanities
Club.

“This is the first time we’ll have an artist for
this event, which thrills us,” said club advisor
Cheri Adler. “And we are happy to have the
African-American Military Museum kindly set-
ting up a display table of artifacts and materi-
als.”

The Tuskegee Airmen is the popular name for

a group of black airmen and their support per-
sonnel who served on fighters and bombers in
the European Theater of Operations during
World War II. The name came from the group’s
training field at Tuskegee, Ala.

The group was formed as result of pressure
from civil rights leaders in the years following
World War I, when blacks were denied entry
into the U.S. air corps.

The units served with distinction in the war,
earning three presidential Distinguished Unit
Citations.

One of those was the result of a banner day
for the 332nd Fighter Group in 1945, when pi-
lots in the group shot down three ME-262 jet
fighters, the first jets to be used in combat. 

In all, nearly 1,000 pilots trained at Tuskegee
from 1941-46. Approximately a third of those
were deployed overseas, and 84 lost their lives
in accidents or in battle.

“They had to tolerate things no one should
have to bear,” said Martin. “I honor these guys
as heroes. I’d have been scared to death, be-
cause you were never sure whether you would
come back.”

A near-capacity audience at the Forrest
County Center’s multipurpose room attended
the presentation. 

The Select Women’s Choir from Forrest
County AHS sang the National Anthem and
gave a short musical presentation.

Left, speaker Clint Martin of
Hattiesburg talks with Dr.
Jana Causey, PRCC vice
president for Forrest County
operations, Feb. 14 after his
presentation on the
Tuskegee Airmen.
Above, the Select Women’s
Choir from Forrest County
Agricultural High School
sings during the Black
History Month program at
the Forrest County Center.
PRCC Public Relations
photos 

HARRIS
n FROM page 1

At my table sat many suc-
cessful people in the media
business. 

As a sports fan one of my fa-
vorite people there was the
MVP for the Chicago Cubs,
Ben Zobrist, who led the
prayer. Three of the people at
my table gave their testimony,
which was very moving and in-
spirational to hear. 

But, we were not expecting
the first speaker to be Mike
Pence, our Vice President of
the U.S. 

After the media dinner, I
gave Mr. Cal a big hug and told
him that he had changed my
life forever. In fact, my life will
never be the same after my ex-
perience at the media dinner,
which showed me that there are
so many wonderful people in
the world.

The National Prayer
Breakfast started at 7:30 the
next morning. 

The purpose of the National
Prayer Breakfast is to bring
many different people of many
different countries together to
say that they will put God first
in everything that they do. 

It was amazing to see the
people that run our country and
other countries around us come
together with one thing in com-
mon, God. Many different peo-
ple gave their speeches and we
even had some entertainment
from Mercy Me.

Chaplain Barry Black gave a
speech that still gives me chills
to this day. The man that creat-
ed “Survivor” and “The
Apprentice” introduced
President Donald Trump.

President Trump did a
tremendous job and hearing
him speak is something that I
will remember forever.

My mother and I flew out of
Washington that afternoon, still
in awe of the amazing three
days we had spent in D.C. 

I forever will be indebted to
Cal Thomas for seeing some-
thing in me and being so kind to
share this experience with me.

I know that I will always
have him to look to for advice
and help, but if nothing else,
he has already changed my
life.

I thank God for putting me
in the right place to meet such
a wonderful person and hav-
ing a family that agreed to
take me on this exciting ad-
venture.

Last, but surely not least, I
am eternally grateful to Pearl

River Community College for
their drive to make sure that
the students are able to re-
ceive opportunities similar to
the one I was able to have. 

Thank you, Pearl River, for
going the extra mile and pro-
viding me, as a student, with
the things that I will need to
be successful.
n McKinsy Harris is a

freshman student from
Poplarville.

McKinsy Harris is pictured with Ben Zobrist.

Mike Pence, Vice President, was one of ther speakers. 

Calendar of events
Monday-Thursday, March 20-24 - College

Transfer Fair, Great Hall

Wednesday, March 22 - Forrest County Center

BSU Lunch Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose room 

FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone Chapel

Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU

Thursday, March 23 - The Heart Behind the Music

featuring Will Champlin, John Ford Coley, Brandon

Lay, Richie McDonald, 7 p.m., Brownstone Center;

$20 and $30

Tuesday, March 27 - Priority worship, 6:33 p.m.,

BSU

Wednesday, March 28 - Forrest County Center

BSU Lunch Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose room 

FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone Chapel

Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU

Thursday, March 29 - 3 on 3 basketball tournment,

7 p.m, Student Life Center

Monday, April 3 - Summer, fall registration begins

Thursday, April 6 - Second Annual High School

Basketball All-Star Games, 5 p.m., White Coliseum 

Thursday and Friday, April 6-7 - Agatha

Christie’s The Mousetrap presented by PRCC Fine

Arts and Communication Department, 7 p.m.,

Brownstone Center; tickets $15, $10

Saturday, April 8 - Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap

presented by Fine Arts and Communication

Department, 2 p.m., Brownstone Center.



Delta State University students don’t just sit in a classroom. They operate world 
class recording studios, fly commercial planes, create art sculptures and use 
drones to build maps — just to name a few. Check out our nationally-recognized 
programs in entertainment industry studies, aviation, geospatial technology, fashion 
merchandising, nursing and education — hands-on learning that is sure to inspire.

WWW.DELTASTATE.EDU • 1.800.GO.TO.DSU



N E W S
The DRAWL March 2017 • Page 9

PRCC Band Clinic

Above, the JazzCats under the direction of Mike Bass perform Feb. 17 for the secondary students attending the PRCC
Band Clinic. Below, Dr. Kyle Hill conducts the Wind Ensemble as the students perform for the Band Clinic.

Above, Actor David Payne talks with Honors Institute students Jenna Lee of Picayune, from left, Sarah Spence of
Carriere and Kelly Thigpen of Columbia about their trip to London last year. Below, the actors in Of Wardrobes and
Rings introduce themselves to Honors Institute students during a March 2 reception at White Hall. They are, from left,
David Payne, Meg Ellison and Mark Whitmore.

Of Wardrobes and Rings

Inky Johnson delivers stirring message 
By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

POPLARVILLE - In 2006,
Inky Johnson had his future
all mapped out.

Although he was on the
small side at 5-foot-8, 165-
pounds, Johnson, a senior
cornerback for the University
of Tennessee, was considered
a potential high NFL draft
pick.

That all changed on Sept. 9,
2006, when Johnson suffered
a devastating injury while
making a tackle in a game
against Air Force. 

Following emergency sur-
gery that he says saved his
life, Johnson had to relearn
the basics of life, including
how to walk, and he had to do
so without the use of his right

arm, which was paralyzed due
to nerve damage from his in-
jury.

Despite the setback,
Johnson has turned his life-
changing event into a positive
message that has made him
one of the most sought-after
motivational speakers in the
country.

Johnson brought that mes-
sage to Pearl River
Community College Feb. 7
before a near-capacity crowd
of approximately 600 at the
school’s Brownstone Center.

“When the thing that had
been the center of my life, the
thing that had motivated me
every day of my life from the
time I was 7-years-old, was
suddenly taken away, I had to
question everything in my
life,” Johnson said. 

“It was like somebody had
pulled the shades up on my
life and said, ‘now I’m going
to show you what life is real-
ly all about.’”

Johnson’s appearance was
sponsored by the PRCC base-
ball program, under the lead-
ership of first-year coach
Michael Avalon.

“I knew as soon as I saw the
Brownstone Center, that we
needed to do something like
this,” Avalon said. “This is a
message that I especially
wanted my players to hear,
but it also applies to non-ath-
letes as well.”

Johnson’s message found
an avid audience at PRCC
that included groups of ath-
letes from area high schools
such as Poplarville, Pearl
River Central, Oak Grove,

Sumrall, Forrest County AHS
and Franklinton (La.), as well
as Wildcat athletes from all of
the school’s sports.

“His message is one we can
all build on,” said Adam
Breerwood, PRCC vice presi-
dent for the Poplarville and
Hancock campuses. “He em-
ulates our school motto:
Pride, Respect, Class and
Character.”

And character was the
theme that ran through the en-
tirety of Johnson’s 25-minute
presentation.

“If you only remember one
thing from tonight, remember
this,” Johnson said, focusing
his attention on the athletes in
the audience. 

“Character will take you 10
times further than your tal-
ent.”

Motivational speaker Inky Johnson (right) chats with Pearl
River football coach David Saunders night prior to his
speech at the school’s Brownstone Center.

A group of Pearl River FCA members perform prior to Inky
Johnson’s appearance Feb. 7 night at the school’s
Brownstone Center. Group members are (from left)
Wildcat baseball players Austin Moffett, Parker Dungan
and Graham Hackbarth, and cheerleader Hannah Pitts.

Former Tennessee football player Inky Johnson addresses
a crowd of approximately 600 at the Brownstone Center
on the Pearl River Community College campus. 

The Heart Behind the Music

7 p.m. March 23 
$30 & $20

Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap

PRCC dramatic presentation
7 p.m. April 6-7, 2 p.m. April 8; 

$15 & $10
PRCC Singers

7 p.m. April 11; $5
Free with PRCC ID

PRCC Bands

7 p.m. April 18; $5
Free with PRCC ID

USO Show with

PRCC JazzCats, Voices and RiverRoad

7 p.m. April 27; $5
Free with PRCC ID

601 403-1180
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By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

Spring Break and summer vacation are fast
approaching and outside emergencies are com-
mon. 

CPR and First Aid training can teach you
how to respond in a life-threatening or emer-
gency situation. 

The American Heart Association, the
National Safety Council, and the American
Red Cross have excellent First Aid and CPR
courses that are available for a nominal fee. 

There are also online training courses avail-
able where you take the lecture and written

parts of the course online and complete the
hands-on training with a certified instructor. 

Some classes offered by the
American Heart Association include
Heartsaver CPR AED, Heartsaver
First Aid, Heartsaver First Aid CPR
AED, Heartsaver Pediatric First Aid
CPR AED, Heartsaver Bloodborne
Pathogens, BLS (Basic Life
Support CPR) Instructor Led
Training, Family and Friends CPR,
Hands Only CPR and many others
for the lay person and for healthcare
professionals. 

Many of these are also available

online at AmericanHeart.org. 
The American Red Cross offers First

Aid/CPR/AED, Lifeguarding and
Swimming, Caregiving and
Babysitting, Training for Red Cross
Volunteers, and even Pet First Aid
courses. 

The National Safety Council not
only offers First Aid/CPR/AED
courses, but also Bloodborne and
Airborne Pathogens, a number of
Defensive Driver programs, and
many General Safety and
Compliance courses. 

Please call me in PRCC Health

Services (601-403-1303) for further informa-
tion. 

PRCC also offers First Aid/CPR courses for
college credit. Please check the PRCC catalog
for course times and availability. 

More information on these organizations
and courses may be found at www.american-
heart.org, www.nsc.org, and
www.redcross.org. 

You just may be the one to save a life.  
n Health Services is open Monday

through Friday during the fall and spring
semesters. 

Please stop by or call ext. 1303 for further
information. Hall

First Aid/CPR training might come in handy 

Mississippi Power Co. recruiters Analee Marshall, left, and Stephanie Burdett talk with
PRCC student Dalton Hamby of Hattiesburg about jobs with the company. PRCC Public
Relations photos

Student Zachary Seal of Angie, La., talks with personnel from Ampirical Solutions LLC
about jobs with the company which provides engineering and related services to the high
voltage electrical transmission industry.

Sixty-five vendors participated in PRCC’s annual Career
Fair, which was held in White Coliseum on March 8.

Above, students John Stewart of Lumberton and Annie Leon of Hattiesburg talk with per-
sonnel from Ellisville State School about career opportunities. Below, Melissa Clontz of
Purvis shows off the stress reliever shaped like a concrete truck she picked up from the
MCM table at the Career Fair. With her is Aaron Graham of Columbia.

Above, human resources manager Laurie Finnicum talks with PRCC student Dwight
Moody Jr. of Hattiesburg about career opportunities with Wis Pak. Below, moving the
Career Fair to spacious White Coliseum this year gave vendors and students an opportu-
nity to visit. 

The PRCC Wildcat Den won a grant to at-
tend the Campus Market Expo in Salt Lake
City this March.

This annual meeting is the largest confer-
ence and trade show in the campus store indus-
try and is hosted by the National Association
of College Stores each year to bring together
vendors and colleges from around the country. 

The Wildcat Den came home with a full list
of new vendors and ideas to help bring the

Wildcat Den Bookstore to the next level.
PRCC Wildcat Den Director Candace

Harper stated that, “Our main focus is to pro-
vide the students with fashionable collegiate
clothing at an affordable price. 

“This conference allowed us to meet new
vendors, speak to universities around the
country about fashion trends on their campus-
es, and share ideas on how to meet the needs
of our customers.”

This fall the Wildcat Den will be introducing
their $10 t-shirt wall which will have a large
variety of t-shirts for everyone for only $10!

“The biggest challenge most bookstores face
is meeting the demand of every target market
when you are dealing with a diverse group of
students, employees, and community members
that total over 5,000,” said Harper.

“We have to carry low end, middle range,
and high end products to meet the needs of

every customer. This conference opened up
new vendors that will help us do this efficient-
ly.

Keep an eye out for the exciting things hap-
pening this fall at your Wildcat Den
Bookstores.

Come check out our selection of new base-
ball and softball merchandise featured in the
photo below along with our comfort color
sweatshirts and t-shirts that are selling fast.

Wildcat Den prepares for new fashions 
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When I first arrived at Southern Miss, it was challenging 

because I didn’t know anyone, and I wasn’t involved with 

anything. I wasn’t giving back in any way. But once I met people 

who were already involved on campus, it helped me overcome 

that challenge. Now, I’m in several student organizations, and 

by being part of these groups, and having to plan events and 

think ahead, it has helped me grow and think more about my 

own future. I was looking for ways to help others, but I found 

my own life-changing experience.

BRANDON WILLIAMS 
SENIOR  |  TRANSFER STUDENT  |  MCCOMB, MISSISSIPPI

When I first arrived at Southern Miss, it was challenging 

 
    

When I first arrived at Southern Miss, it was challenging 

 
    

When I first arrived at Southern Miss, it was challenging 

 
    

When I first arrived at Southern Miss, it was challenging 

 
    

When I first arrived at Southern Miss, it was challenging 

 
    

 
    

When I first arrived at Southern Miss, it was challenging 

ause I didn’t know anybec

anything

who w

 
    

When I first arrived at Southern Miss, it was challenging 

ause I didn’t know any

. I wasn’t giving back in any wayanything

ere already inwho w

 
    

When I first arrived at Southern Miss, it was challenging 

, and I wasn’t inoneause I didn’t know any

. I wasn’t giving back in any way

ampus, it helped molved on cvere already in

 
    

When I first arrived at Southern Miss, it was challenging 

olved with v, and I wasn’t in

. But oany wayy.

ampus, it helped m

 
    

When I first arrived at Southern Miss, it was challenging 

olved with 

t people e. But once I m

vercome oampus, it helped m

 
    

t people 

e 

 
    

that challeng

by being part o

think ahead, it has helped m

own future. I was looking for ways to help others, b

 
    

owe. Nthat challeng

f these groups, and haby being part o

think ahead, it has helped m

own future. I was looking for ways to help others, b

 
    

, I’m in severoww,

f these groups, and ha

e grow and think more about mthink ahead, it has helped m

own future. I was looking for ways to help others, b

 
    

gt or, I’m in several studen

ving to plan evenf these groups, and ha

e grow and think more about m

own future. I was looking for ways to help others, b

 
    

anizations, and 

ts and ving to plan even

y e grow and think more about m

ut I found own future. I was looking for ways to help others, b

 
    

anizations, and 

 
    

own future. I was looking for ways to help others, b

y own life-changing experience.m

ABR
SENIOR  

 
    

own future. I was looking for ways to help others, b

y own life-changing experience.

ILILN WODNA
SENIOR  | TUDENT  TRANSFER S

 
    

own future. I was looking for ways to help others, b

y own life-changing experience.

SMA
| MC PICOMB, MISSISSIP

 
    

own future. I was looking for ways to help others, b

y own life-changing experience.

 
    

ut I found own future. I was looking for ways to help others, b

 
    

 
    SENIOR  

 
    SENIOR  | TUDENT  TRANSFER S

 
    | MC PICOMB, MISSISSIP

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    



N E W S
The DRAWLMarch 2017 • Page 12

Valluzzo Companies
Locally Owned and Operated
with 50 Locations in Louisiana 

and Mississippi

Dr. Scott Alsobrooks (center) chats with Chad Stocks, vice
president of Workforce and CTE at Hinds Community
College, and Theresa Hamilton, academic dean at Hinds.

Community colleges pitch 
benefits of MI-BEST program 

JACKSON - Napoleon
Miller spent his childhood as a
ward of the state of
Mississippi, bouncing from
home to home and school to
school.

“I grew up in Mississippi’s
foster care system,” Miller
said. “I decided to stop going to
high school and started Job
Corps. When I got there, I start-
ed hanging out with the wrong
people and I got kicked out.”

It’s a story with much happi-
er present than past, however,
thanks to an innovative pro-
gram in Mississippi communi-
ty colleges that’s creating more
stories like Miller’s. 

Miller, 35, of Jackson,
worked odd jobs cutting yards
and in foodservice before pur-
suing his GED at Hinds
Community College. “When I
was almost finished with my
GED, my navigator told me
about the MI-BEST program.
This was an opportunity for me
to continue working on my
GED and start training for a ca-
reer.”

Miller shared his story of
success in the program with
state lawmakers Feb. 14 during
a hearing on the program be-
fore the House Workforce
Development Committee. 

MI-BEST is Mississippi’s
version of the nationally recog-
nized Integrating Basic
Education and Skills Training
program, or I-BEST, and origi-
nated in Washington state. 

The program kicked off a
few years ago with federal
funds and allows adult stu-
dents to train for a job skill
while earning their GED high
school equivalency certificate
at the same time. 

In Mississippi, MI-BEST
was implemented at each state
community college back in the
fall thanks to a $6 million grant
from the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation. 

Students are prepared to be
job-ready in six months to a
year, train in high-demand
areas and earn national certifi-
cations.

Industries looking into the
program’s success rate to fill
their job openings are diverse
and span markets inside and

outside the state, community
college officials told commit-
tee members. 

“We’re fortunate to be able
to offer this to our Adult
Education students early on,”
said Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, vice
president for Economic and
Community Development at
Pearl River Community
College.

“Our geographical location
really helps us, situated in the
Pine Belt but we also cater to the
New Orleans and Gulf Coast
markets. So, we have recruiters
that are petro-based, we have
them coming from the ship-
building market, and we  have
the metal trades. The selling
point to our students is having a
lot of career opportunities.” 

William Carey tornado donations

The Pearl River Community College Chapter of the
Mississippi Organization for Students of Associate Degree
Nursing Programs (MOSA) recently made a donation to
the William Carey University School of Nursing (WCU
SON) to assist with tornado recovery efforts for nursing
students. The PRCC ADN students raised $575 with a
bake sale and MOSA matched their contribution for a total
of $1,200. 
Pictured are, from left: Dr. Jenna Barton, WCU SNA advi-

sor; Natalie Bourn, WCU SNA representative; Angelo
Morales, WCU SNA vice president; Dr. Alicia Lundstrom,
WCU undergraduate academic director; Dr. Janet
Williams, WCU associate vice president of health pro-
grams; Marlene Shivers, PRCC ADN nursing instructor;
Dr. Karen Baxter, PRCC ADN program chair; Robert
Schwab, PRCC student nurse; Cindy Skinner, PRCC ADN
nursing instructor; Magan Knapp, PRCC student nurse;
and Pam Waddle, PRCC ADN nursing instructor.

Pearl River Community College employees contributed to
William Carey University’s tornado recovery effort. From
left are: PRCC President William Lewis, WCU President
Tommy King and Dr. Adam Breerwood, Vice President for
the Poplarville Campus and Hancock Center. 

Holy Rosary donations

PRCC employees Ricky Thomas (left) and Tony Kite un-
load tornado relief supplies at Holy Rosary Church in
downtown Hattiesburg to help with recovery efforts from
the Jan. 21 tornado. The supplies were collected at the
PRCC Wellness Center in Poplarville.

Donations to St. Thomas Church

Above, PRCC employees unloaded a truck full of supplies at St. Thomas Catholic Church
in Hattiesburg for victims of the Jan. 21 tornado in Hattiesburg. Helping with unloading
were from left, Daphne Creel, Catholic Student Association director; Dr. Adam Breerwood,
PRCC vice president for the Poplarville campus and Hancock Center; Nikki Williams,
Holy Rosary Church parishoner; PRCC women’s basketball coach Scotty Fletcher,
Shanna Breerwood with the PRCC Development Foundation and PRCC instructor
Camille Soulier.  Below, St. Thomas CSA also helped with the unloading of supplies.

Pearl River Community 
College Presidents 
1921-present
1921-26           James Andrew Huff

1926-32           Simeon Lafayette Stringer

1932-36           Joseph Forrest Stuart

1936-37           Arthur Benjamin Nicholson

1937-42           Robert Edward Lee Sutherland

1942-53           Reese Dermont McLendon

1953-67           Garvin Howell Johnston

1967-86           Marvin Ross White

1986-2000       Ted J. Alexander

-----

July 2000-June 2017 William A. Lewis

July 2017 - TBA        Adam Breerwood

POPLARVILLE - A Pearl
River Community College
student placed first in Skills
USA state competition and is
eligible to advance to the na-
tional event.

Crystal “Laken” Bond of
Sumrall came in first in the job
interview category. She is a
cosmetology student at PRCC.

“I think I almost started cry-
ing,” Bond said. “I was shak-
ing.” 

Chickyjah Jordan of
Columbia, also a cosmetology
student, was elected state
treasurer for 2016-17.

In placing first, Bond scored
96 percent of possible points.
She had to score 70 percent to
be eligible for the Skills USA
National Competition June
19-23 in Louisville, Ky., and
plans to compete. 

Other PRCC students who
placed in competition include:
n Wayne Claude Halcomb

of Poplarville and helper John
Dennis of Columbia, first in
masonry.
n Frank Venezia of Kiln,

second in welding.
n Baylee Vial of

Poplarville, third in architec-
tural drafting.
n Gavin Smith of Bay St.

Louis, third in technical draft-
ing.

“A great job and kudos to 

PRCC student
advances
to national
Skills USA

Laken Bond of Sumrall, a
PRCC cosmetology student,
qualified for national Skills
USA competition by placing
first in Job Interview at the
state level.

Crystal Penton for organiz-
ing this for our students and to
our faculty members who
have done a great job of
preparing these students for
this competition,” said Dr.
Scott Alsobrooks, vice presi-
dent for workforce and eco-
nomic development.
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

Officials with Highland Community Hospital in Picayune and Forrest General Hospital in
Hattiesburg met with Pearl River Community College officials Feb. 17 to formalize the
transfer of police radios from Highland to PRCC. Pictured are, from left, PRCC Police
Sgt. Bobby Jennewine, Dr. Adam Breerwood, PRCC vice president for the Poplarville
Campus and Hancock Center; Terry Martin, corporate director of public safety for Forrest
Health; Wayne Landers, Forrest General Hospital public safety director; and Highland
Police Lt. Charlie Fazande Jr. PRCC Public Relations photo 

PRCC police receive radios
from Picayune hospital

Highland Community Hospital in Picayune
has donated radios to the Pearl River
Community College Police Department.

PRCC received nine radios, chargers and ac-
cessories after Highland changed radio systems.

“We’ve got four radios that we feel like we
can use on a consistent basis,” said Dr. Adam
Breerwood, vice president for the Poplarville
Campus and Hancock Center. “We have to
change some frequencies, but this will help us a

lot.”
Wayne Landers, director of public safety at

Forrest General Hospital; Terry Martin, corpo-
rate director of public safety for Forrest Health;
and Charlie Fazande Jr., operations lieutenant at
Highland, formalized the donation Feb. 17 with
Breerwood. Fazande orchestrated the transfer,
Landers said.

“We wanted to share them with somebody
who could use them,” Landers said.

Congratulations to Carol Byrd-Brown, Student Services Navigator. She was selected to
receive the January River Rewards prize, a Vera Bradley Soap Collection, presented to
her by Dr. William Lewis on behalf of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation in-
cludes Dr. Jana Causey (left), Vice President for Forrest County Operations and River
Rewards Committee member, and Dr. Amanda Parker (right), Assistant Vice President for
Forrest County Operations. 

River Rewards program

Dr. Adam Breerwood, PRCC vice president for the Poplarville Campus and Hancock
Center, visits with U.S. Congressman Stephen Palazzo on Feb. 9 during the Port and
Harbor Commission Robert Kane Administration Building dedication ceremony on the
Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

Visit with Congressman

Petal Middle School eighth graders Wyatt Carter, left, and Mikhyla McGee placed first
and second respectively in the Mississippi Council of Math Teachers competition March 6
at Pearl River Community College. Kinlea Robinson, third from left, placed first in seventh
grade competion. Alexis Essary also competed.

POPLARVILLE - Four students have ad-
vanced to the state level after the regional
Mississippi Council of Teachers of
Mathematics competition held March 6 at
Pearl River Community College.

Wyatt Carter and Mikhyla McGee, eighth
grade students at Petal Middle School, placed
first and second, respectively. 

Fellow Petal student Kinlea Robinson
placed first in seventh grade competition.

Second place in seventh grade went to Sam
Powell, a student at Presbyterian Christian
School.

The four will compete again on April 8 at
Hinds Community College for state titles.

Six other schools also competed at PRCC -
Bassfield Junior High, Hancock Middle,
Middle School of Poplarville, Sacred Heart,
South Forrest Attendance Center and West
Marion.

Petal, PCS students win junior high math

By ALEXX KENNEDY
Special to The Drawl

PRCC’s Association of Educational Office
Professionals is currently collecting and
fundraising for multiple groups both on cam-
pus and in the community. 

For the month of March, AEOP is fundrais-
ing for the PRCC Employee Cancer Fund.

Collection jars are located in each AEOP
member’s office. This fund is desig-
nated for employees who have been
diagnosed with cancer who may
need financial assistance. 
n AEOP members are also ac-

cepting art supply donations for the
Pearl River County Nursing Home
residents. All donations should be
non-toxic. Supplies can be given to
any AEOP member or you can email
akennedy@prcc.edu. 

Poplarville members traveled to
the Hattiesburg campus in February
to hold their winter meeting. During
the meeting, they discussed upcom-
ing officer elections and potential outreach op-
portunities. 

Currently, the members are working on com-
piling a master document detailing what the
functions of each member’s office and the best

contacts for most frequently sought out prob-
lems throughout the campus. 

AEOP members will enjoy a professional
development session in April on Word process-
ing. During this session they will receive a re-
fresher on concepts they may not have utilized
in some time as well as be introduced to newer
advanced features of the program. 

AEOP looks forward to their spring meeting
when they will be honoring the PRCC AEOP
Office Professional of the Year, Stephanie

Clark, and PRCC AEOP
Administrator of the year, Dr.
William Lewis. 
n AEOP is still actively involved

with the Poplarville Backpack
Buddies program. This is a feeding
program for in-need children in
grades K-8.

There are food drop-off points
throughout campus including the
President’s office. 

Anyone needing a list of food
items should contact Marilyn

Dillard at 403-1201. Donations are
welcomed and appreciated. 

As always, AEOP appreciates the support it
receives from PRCC employees that allows the
group to make an impact throughout campus
and the surrounding community. 

Kennedy

AEOP members are busy
with fund-raising events

Overall - St. Patrick, first; North Woolmarket, second;

West Marion, third.

Anatomy and physiology - St. Patrick, first; Pearl

River Central Middle School, second.

Bottle rocket - PRC Middle School, first; Petal Upper

Elementary, second.

Crime Busters - PRC Middle School, first; St. Patrick,

second.

Disease Detectives - PRC Middle School, first; St.

Patrick, second.

Dynamic Planet - Petal Middle, first; West Marion,

second.

Reach for the Stars - St. Patrick, first; North

Woolmarket, second.

Rocks and minerals - West Marion, first; St. Patrick,

second.

Scrambler - St. Patrick, first; DíIberville Middle, sec-

ond.

Towers - North Woolmarket Middle, first; Petal Upper

Elementary, second.

Invasive species - Petal Middle, first; North

Woolmarket, second.

Ecology - St. Patrick, first; Petal Middle, second.

Fast Facts - North Woolmarket, first; DíIberville

Middle, second.

Wind power - West Marion HS, first; St. Patrick, sec-

ond.

Wright Stuff - West Marion HS, first;

Northwoolmarket, second.

Write It Do It - West Marion HS, first, Lillie Burney

STEAM Academy, second.

Winners in the high school (9-12) division were:

Overall - St. Patrick, first; Forrest County Agricultural

High School, second. 

Anatomy and physiology - Forrest County AHS, first;

St. Patrick, second.

Astronomy - Pearl River Central, first; Stone High

School, second.

Chemistry lab - Pearl River Central, first; St. Patrick,

second.

Disease Detectives - St. Patrick, first; Forrest County

AHS, second.

Dynamic Planet - West Marion, first; Stone, second.

Ecology - Forrest County AHS, first; St. Patrick, sec-

ond.

Electric vehicle - Forrest County AHS, first; St.

Patrick, second.

Forensics - Stone, first; St. Patrick, second.

Helicopters - West Marion, first; DíIberville, second.

Hydrogeology - Stone, first; West Marion, second.

Invasive species - DíIberville, first; Forrest County

AHS, second.

Rocks and minerals - Pearl River Central, first; West

Marion, second.

Towers - Pearl River Central, first; St. Patrick, second.

Wind power - Forrest County AHS, first; West Marion,

second.

Write It Do It - DíIberville, first; Seminary High

School, second.

PRCC hosts Science Olympiad 

Above, judge Chris Christian confirms the raw egg that
flew in the bottle rocket built by De’Lrun McGowen, center,
and Anya Seals did not break when the rocket landed after
a 4.2 second flight. The students at Lillie Burney STEAM
Academy in Hattiesburg competed in the Gulf South
Regional Science Olympiad and placed third in their grade
division. Below, senior Emilio Pitti, left, and sophomore
Charlie Flowers prepare their tower for weight testing They
attend Forrest County AHS, which placed third in the tower
category and second overall.

POPLARVILLE - Approx-
imately 250 students competed
in the Gulf South Science
Olympiad held Feb. 18 at Pearl
River Community College.

The students competed in
high school and middle school
divisions in 15 categories in
each. One team from each
school can advance to compete
in the categories at the state
competition March 31 at USM.

Winners in the lower divi-
sion categories were:

Congratulations to Sarah Welch, Forrest County Center Librarian.  She was selected to re-
ceive the February River Rewards prize, a Vera Bradley Tote and Cosmetic Bag in the Kiev
Paisley print, presented to her by Dr. Jana Causey, Vice President for Forrest County
Operations, on behalf of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation includes Candace
Harper (left), Director of Bookstore Services, and Ernie Lovell (right), Executive Director of
Development Foundation. Both are River Rewards Committee members.  
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Final men’s standings Final women’s standings

Above, sophomore mem-
bers of the PRCC men’s
basketball team were hon-
ored at the home finale Feb.
23 against Co-Lin. Pictured
are (from left): Assistant
coach Ryne Colvin, Harold
Givens of New Orleans, Eli
Arcement of Kiln, Leon
Hampton of Jackson, head
coach Chris Oney, Branden
Sheppard of Shreveport, La.,
Adrian Williams of Jackson
and assistant coach Chris
Woodall. Left, PRCC
women’s basketball sopho-
more Shelanita Starks of
Slidell, La., was honored at
the team’s home finale
against Co-Lin. She is
shown with her family.

Sophomore night

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information 

Pearl River Community College had another
winning season in men’s basketball in 2016-
17, but that wasn’t good enough for the
Wildcats to advance to postseason play.

PRCC closed out a 14-9 overall campaign
with an 82-67 victory over Co-Lin in the sea-
son finale, but a 6-8 mark in South Division
play wasn’t enough to get the Wildcats into the
MACJC State Tournament.

“I’ve never seen the league so competitive,”
said Wildcat coach Chris Oney. “It seemed like
every night you had to bring your
best game.”

The Wildcats started out with a 9-
1 record, but once division play re-
sumed in January, they struggled
with consistency. PRCC only re-
turned two sophomores from last
season, and the many newcomers
had to get up to speed in a hurry.

“We had all of these freshmen,
and the teams we’re playing, a lot of
them were playing sophomores in
their second season,” said Oney. “But
I thought our kids adapted pretty well, and at
times played very well.”

The Wildcats got contributions from a lot of
players, led by freshman Jamani Glover of
Mobile, Ala., who led the team in scoring with
12.2 points per game.

Sophomore Branden Sheppard of
Shreveport, La., who transferred from
Louisiana Tech, averaged 8.4 points per game
and was the team’s leading rebounder with 6.3
boards a game.

Besides Glover, the Wildcats got good pro-
duction from freshman guard Cameron
Douglas of Columbus, who averaged 8.2
points per game, and freshman point guard
Rodney Mallett of Lexington, who averaged

9.3 points and 3.3 assists per game.
Those three freshmen, along with

shooting guards Ryan McRaney of
Sumrall and Jerrod Rigby of Bay St.
Louis, are expected to form an expe-
rienced nucleus leading into next
season. 

“I feel pretty good about what we
have coming back,” said Oney.
“We’ll need to find a post presence
from somewhere, and we could use
another shooter.
“But I feel like the guys coming

back will give us a head start on getting back
to postseason next year.”

Oney

No postseason, but Wildcats
finish with winning record 

Sophomore Branden Sheppard of Shreveport, La., gets a slam dunk against Co-Lin. 

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

POPLARVILLE - When the Pearl River
Community College women’s basketball team
resumed South Division play in mid-January,
things looked bright.

The Lady Wildcats had a 7-1 overall record
and had played well. However, the seeds of bit-
ter fruit were already planted.

In their second game after the Christmas
break, in a 59-56 victory at Delgado (La.),
freshman point guard Elexis Peyton suffered a
knee injury that ended her season. And without
their starting point guard, PRCC struggled.

After a big home win against Southwest on
Jan. 12, Pearl River’s season went sour. The
Lady Wildcats finished the season 10-11 over-
all and 3-11 in the division.

“Losing Elexis just killed us,” said second-
year head coach Scotty Fletcher. “We had the
youngest team in the state, and losing her
forced some other players to play out of posi-
tion.”

That wasn’t the extent of the crippling in-
juries PRCC suffered. 

Freshman Aarmanii McDaniel, who was ex-
pected to provide a presence in the paint, in-
jured her knee in the season opener against
Bishop State and only appeared in six games.

But the biggest blow was when freshman for-
ward Tyasia Willis chipped a bone in her ankle

in a Feb. 6 game at Southwest, taking her 9
points and 8 rebounds a game to the sideline
with her.

“These girls have had to overcome some real
adversity,” Fletcher said. “I’m proud of the way
they never complained and kept playing hard. 

“I’m excited for them. I think we’re laying a
foundation that the future looks bright. We had
a lot of girls play a lot of minutes for us, and
that experience will be vital next season.”

In fact, PRCC only had one sophomore on
the squad in 5-foot-8 center Shelanita Starks,
with the rest of the roster being freshmen, and
that does bode well for next season.

Fletcher is especially high on freshman
Rehema Franklin of New Orleans, who led the
team in scoring with 16.3 points per game.

“Rah was asked to do a lot of things for us
this season, and she responded without com-
plaints,” Fletcher said. 

“She’s not a natural point guard, and trying to
play the point sometimes hurt her scoring. But
she really emerged as a leader, and we’re excit-
ed about what she brings for next season.”

The Lady Wildcats also expect to return
guard Adyn Strickland of Saucier and forwards
Charisma Walker of Brandon and Tiara Robins
of Jackson. 

Strickland averaged 7.7 points and 6.5 re-
bounds, Walker averaged 7.9 points and 5.3 re-
bounds, and Robins averaged 6.2 points and 5.3
rebounds per game.

Injuries, youth plagued
Lady Wildcats in 2016-17 

Giving instructions

Pearl River Community College women’s basketball coach Scotty Fletcher gives instruc-
tions to his players during a time out in a game this season. 

Pearl River Community College women’s basketball freshman Rehema Franklin of New
Orleans defending against Mississippi Gulf Coast in South Division action this season.

Former PRCC baseball standout and head coach Jay
Artigues (rifght) visits with Wildcat sophomore Noah
Nicaud of Diamondhead prior to the First Pitch preseason
banquet Feb. 11 at the Bender Cafeteria. Artigues, now
athletic director at Southeastern Louisiana, gave the
keynote address at the inaugural introductory dinner.
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POPLARVILLE - The Pearl River
Community College rodeo team resumed its
2016-17 season, with the first of five spring
events Feb. 23-25 at Meridian.

The PRCC men racked up a total of 430
points to finish fourth out of nine teams from
the Ozark Region of the National
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association that compet-
ed in the event.

Freshman Ryder Ladner of Kiln was second
in the team roping event, good for 130 points,
and third in steer wrestling, earning 85 points.
Also in team roping, Wildcat freshmen Nick
Gonzales of Carriere and Kelton Carr each
earned 60 points and finished fourth.

Ladner, teaming with Marcus Theriot of East
Mississippi, had a score of 7.7 after the first
round in the championship finals for 20 points,
but came back with the best score of 5.7 in the
second round, for 60 points, and the team’s av-
erage of 13.4 earned another 50 points.

Gonzales and Carr had a 9.3 after the first
round in the finals, out of the points, but rallied
for a score of 7.2 in the second round, for 30
points each, and another 30 points for fourth-

best average of 16.5.
In the steer wrestling event, Ladner was

third coming out of the opening round of the fi-
nals, with a score of 4.8, earning 40 points. He
only got 10 points out of his second run, with
a 6.1, but his average of 10.9 was tied for third,
giving him another 35 points and a total score
of 85. 

On the women’s side, freshman Chelsey
Johnson of Poplarville was the only rider to ad-
vance to the championship round, finishing
seventh in the goat tying event with 10 points. 

Other spring rodeos are March 30-April 1,
hosted by Arkansas-Monticello; April 6-8 at
Tennessee-Martin; April 20-22 at Northwest
Mississippi Community College in Senatobia
and April 27-29 at Texarkana, Ark., hosted by
Arkansas-Cossatot Community College.

The Ozark Region is one of 11 regions in the
NIRA that will compete for spots in the nation-
al College Rodeo Finals, scheduled for June
11-17 at Casper, Wyo. 

The top three points leaders in each event,
plus the top two teams, from each region ad-
vance to the College Finals.

PRCC rodeo team makes
good showing in Meridian

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information 

POPLARVILLE - The spring is the quiet
time for junior college soccer, but that doesn’t
mean there isn’t plenty going on the pitch at
Pearl River Community College.

Both the Wildcats and Lady Wildcats are into
their spring fitness programs as they prepare for
the 2017 season, which begins in mid-August.

“We’re into our spring workouts, five days a
week,” said PRCC women’s coach Jack Byrd.
“We have 11 returning players from last year,
which is the most we’ve ever had.”

Byrd signed six high school seniors to his
squad for 2017, to go with that large returning
class, and is looking to finalize paperwork that
would bring four international players to the
Poplarville campus.

Signing with the Pearl River women are
Taylor Mitchell of Northeast Jones, Taylor
Madden and Shelby Lowery, all of Northeast
Jones, plus Raine Frazier of Lewisburg, Sarah
Havens of East Central and Grace Sanders,
from Oak Grove.

PRCC signee honored

Wildcat soccer signee Bo Bowman was rec-
ognized last week as Boys Player of the Year by
the Sun-Herald newspaper.

Bowman, a forward from Bay High, scored
28 goals and had 17 assists in leading the Tigers
to the Class 4A state championship game, los-
ing to Florence in an overtime shootout after
playing to a 1-1 tie through regulation and the
overtime periods.

In addition to Bowman, PRCC signed Isidro
Loya of Picayune and Cameron Hatch, from
East Central.

Camp schedules set
Dates are set for a busy month of June at the

PRCC soccer fields. The big news is that the
Lady Wildcats will host an Olympic
Development Program camp for the first time.
Dates for that are June 22-25.

Byrd said he expects approximately 300
young players to attend the ODP camp.

Other women’s summer camps will be the
junior varsity/middle school camp, scheduled
for June 5-8, and the varsity team camp will be
June 26-28. 

The Wildcats will host their annual Men’s
Soccer Team Camp June 12-14.

Freshman Abbi Henderson shoots for the winning goal in last fall’s MACJC first-round
playoff victory over East Central. Henderson, from Greene County, is one of 11 freshmen
expected to return for the 2017 season.

PRCC soccer teams
prepping for ’17 season

Above, PRCC sophomore quarterback Justin Agner throws a swing pass during offensive
drills during the first day of spring practice. Agner is a transfer from Kent State, originally
from Woodstock, Ga. Below, PRCC linebackers coach Nathan Wiggins puts his players
through a pass-rush drill during the first day of spring practice.

Spring football practice

Junior Player of the Game was a popular promotion during
home basketball season at Pearl River Community
College. Eighteen children were spotlighted with this pro-
motion, organized by Delana Harris, director of recruitment
and marketing. Videos and posts on Facebook showed the
promotions recorded more than 81,000 views.

Pearl River sophomore Peyton Lee of Picayune legs out an infield single during action
earlier this season against Dyersburg State (Tenn.).

Four freshmen members of the PRCC women’s soccer team were recognized for their
postseason honors from the 2016 season. Earning All-State honors from the MACJC were
midfielder Mellie Snyder of Leakesville (far left) and defender Rylee Foster of Ocean
Springs (far right). Named to the NJCAA All-Region 23 Team: Midfielder Caroline Grafe of
Kiln (second from left) and goalkeeper Karsen Gildea of Ocean Springs (second from right). 

Soccer honors

Upcoming games
March 22 - hosts Baton
Rouge, La., 3 p.m.
March 25 - hosts Northeast,
2 p.m.
March 28 - at Gulf Coast
CC, 3 p.m.
April 1 - at Itawamba, 2
p.m.
April 5 - host East Central,
3 p.m.
April 8 - at Meridian CC, 2
p.m.
April 11 - at Southwest, 3
p.m.
April 14 - at Mississippi
Delta, 1 p.m.
April 19 - host Hinds, 3 p.m.
April 22 - at East
Mississippi, 2 p.m.
April 25 - host Jones JC, 4
p.m.
April 29 - host Holmes, 2
p.m.
May 3 - at Co-Lin, 3 p.m.
May 6 - host Coahoma, 2
p.m.
May 11-12 - MACJC play-
offs begin

Pearl River Community College broke out
the lumber in a big way March 8 against
Delgado (La.), getting big hits in both games of
a doubleheader sweep at Wildcat Stadium.

PRCC scored early and often in the opener,
defeating the Dolphins 21-11, then got the bet-
ter of a see-saw contest in the nightcap, winning
6-4. The Wildcats evened their record at 4-4
overall; Delgado dropped to 10-6.

In the first game, sophomore Austin Moffett
drove in five runs, and sophomores Graham
Hackbarth and Donte Peters each had four RBIs
to lift Pearl River. Sophomore right-hander
Drake Nightengale struck out 12 batters in five
innings in the second-game victory. 

“Those were both interesting ball games to
watch,” said PRCC coach Michael Avalon.
“Two totally different ball games, but that’s
why you play the game. They’re always a qual-
ity program, so that’s two big wins for us.”

After spotting the Dolphins an early 1-0 lead,
the Wildcats got down to business in the bottom
of the first inning, scoring three runs, all after
two were out. 

Simon Landry smacked a solo home run, his
third of the season, then Hackbarth singled and
Lucas Scott hit the first of his two doubles to put
runners on second and third, setting the table for
Moffett’s single to centerfield.

The Wildcats added three unearned runs in
the second on a pair of errors, also coming with
two outs

Delgado got two runs back in the top of the
third, but PRCC answered and then some in the
bottom of the inning with a five-run outburst,
capped by Scott’s two-run double.

The two teams traded haymakers in the fifth
and sixth innings. Delgado scored four runs in
the fifth, but the Wildcats responded with three
more on Hackbarth’s opposite-field homer to

right. 
Back came Delgado with three runs in the

sixth and another in the top of the seventh. But
that was as close as it would get, as the Wildcats
scored seven times in the bottom of the seventh
to end the game on the 10-run rule.

Moffett drove in three runs with a bases-
loaded triple, and after the Wildcats reloaded
the bases, Donte Peters cleared the bases with a
triple of his own. Peters then came home on
Peyton Lee’s bunt single to end the game.

Dalton Rieden, the second Wildcat pitcher,
earned his first victory of the season in relief of
starter Jason Garrett.

The nightcap was a more conventional game,
with Delgado jumping out to a 3-0 lead in the
first inning and the Wildcats answering with
three runs in the bottom of the second. 

The Dolphins regained the lead with a run in
the fifth, but PRCC took the lead for good in the

bottom of the fifth with a pair of runs. Jonathan
Turner scored from third on a wild pitch and
Scott put the Wildcats ahead with a solo homer.

Turner’s two-out double in the sixth gave the
Wildcats an insurance run. 

Billy Cox flirted with trouble in the top of the
sixth, allowing two walks and a wild pitch to
put runners at second and third, but he got a
groundout to end the threat. 

Likewise, Colby White had trouble in the
seventh, loading the bases on a single, a hit bat-
ter and a walk with just one out. But he nailed
down the win, and his second save of the sea-
son, with a pair of strikeouts.

“We’ve got some talent on this team,” Avalon
said. “It’s just a matter of getting out there and
getting some reps. Proud of the way they did it
today. Tonight, we learned how to win two dif-
ferent types of games, and that’s something we
struggled with earlier.”

Wildcats break out on offense, sweep Delgado
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Pearl River Community College freshman
Ilyssa Easton earned national recognition re-
cently for her play on the field earlier this sea-
son.

Easton, an infielder from East Central High
School, was named NJCAA Division II
Softball Player of the Week for the
week of Feb. 6-12, after being nom-
inated by the MACJC for winning
statewide recognition.

“It’s probably been a couple of
years since we had a national Player
of the Week,” said veteran Wildcat
coach Leigh White.

“Ilyssa is a competitor. If she
makes a mistake at the plate or in
the field, she comes back to the
dugout and gets it figured out, and
she doesn’t make the same mistake
twice.”

Easton, the starting second baseman and

leadoff batter for the Wildcats, had a big week-
end at the plate in the Wildcat Invitational on
Feb. 10-11, batting .714 (10 of 14) with 8
RBIs, two home runs and two doubles as
PRCC went 3-1 in four games.

In Friday’s games, she was 3 for 4 with an
RBI in a 13-11 loss to No. 1-ranked
LSU-Eunice, and she drove in five
runs, going 3 for 4, including a dou-
ble and a three-run homer, in a 14-7
win over East Mississippi.

On Saturday, she was 1 for 2, with
a two-run home run and a sacrifice,
in a 4-0 victory over Calhoun (Ala.),
and she had three singles in four at-
bats in a come-from-behind 4-3 tri-
umph over Marion Military (Ala.) in
the tournament finale. 
Easton has continued to wield a hot

bat for the Wildcats, with a team-high .487 bat-
ting average.

Easton

Easton NJCAA Player of Week

Upcoming games
March 22 - hosts Southwest, 3 p.m.
March 25 - hosts Itawamba, 1 p.m.
March 28 - at Hinds, 2 p.m.
April 1 - host East Mississippi, 2 p.m.
April 5 - at Jones JC, 4 p.m.
April 8 - host Mississippi Delta, 2 p.m.
April 11 - host Co-Lin, 3 p.m.
April 14 - host Meridian, 1 p.m.
April 19 - at LSU-Eunice, 2 p.m.
April 22 - at Holmes. 1 p.m.
April 28-29 - MACJC playoffs begin
May 5-7 - MACJC State Tournament

Above, Coach Leigh
White talks strategy
with sophomore pitcher
Jackie Shows of
Saucier during action
against Mississippi Gulf
Coast. Left, Coach
White  discusses a line-
up change with the
home plate umpire dur-
ing a break in the ac-
tion. Photos by Brett
Russ/PRCC Sports
Information

Coach Leigh White
celebrates 300 wins

Pearl River freshman shortstop Sarah Depperschmidt of Hurley throws across the dia-
mond on a ground ball during action earlier this season against Alabama Southern.

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

POPLARVILLE - Leigh
White is just about the last
person who would toot her
own horn.

Still, the longtime softball
coach at Pearl River
Community College couldn’t
help looking back with a little
bit of pride at her career after
she surpassed a significant
milestone recently.

The Wildcats’ 7-5 victory
over Alabama Southern on
March 4 was the 300th of her
career, all of it spent at PRCC.

“It’s been a long time,” said
White, who arrived at Pearl
River in 2001 as an assistant
coach, serving two seasons
under then-head coach Laurie
Neelis before taking on the
head coaching position in
2003.

“What has made this pro-
gram successful, number one,
is putting academics first. We
try to instill that in all of the
players and coaches who
come through here. Out on the
field, we grind it out every
day. We work the kids hard,
and the return has been the
success we’ve enjoyed.

White now has the second-
longest tenure of any softball
coach in the MACJC, behind
Kenneth Long of Mississippi
Gulf Coast, now in his 16th
season.

Her teams have averaged
nearly 21 wins a season and
have made the conference
playoffs eight straight seasons. 

The crowning achievement
in her career was winning the
MACJC state championship in
2010.

“That’s obviously going to
stick out in my memory,”
White said. “But every year is
different, with a different
group of kids. There are a lot
of moments I could name,
even though we’ve only won
one state championship. There
are things every year that
stand out.”

White was a multi-sport ath-
lete at Quitman High School,
where she was a standout
player in softball, basketball
and tennis.

After graduating from high
school in 1995, she attended
Jones County Junior College,
playing softball for Gwen
Magee and earning All-
MACJC honors as a third
baseman.

After her two years at Jones,
she moved to Southern
Wesleyan University in South
Carolina, where she spent three
years, including a redshirt sea-
son in 1998. In 1999, she helped
SWU win the Southern States
Conference title and finish third
in the NAIA Regionals.

She started her coaching ca-
reer as a graduate assistant for
one season before coming to
PRCC.

It hasn’t been all wins and
losses on the softball field for
White. In 2014, she was diag-
nosed with leukemia.
However, she says she has
been cancer-free since receiv-
ing a bone marrow transplant
in December of that year.

“This is my outlet,” said
White. “If I hadn’t been in
coaching and doing what I love
to do, I can’t tell you if would
have come back as quickly as I
did from the transplant.

“I saw my mom battle it for
17 years, and that, plus being
there for the kids and the sup-
port I got from them, really
helped me get through that.”

As a recruiter, White values
players in her own mode: Hard-
nosed, feisty and a hustler.

“I want kids who hustle, on
and off the field,” White said.
“Someone who is going to dive
for balls during a game.

“I went to a game at an acad-
emy in Jackson a few years
ago, but I ended up signing a
kid from the other team, Mary
Grace Key, because she dove
for a foul ball into the fence,
and I said, ‘that girl can play
for me’.”

White seems to be fully-en-
trenched at PRCC, and she
may just hang around another
15 years and win another 300
games.

“I might,” she said. “I was
talking with Coach Magee
awhile back, and I was saying I
might try to get 10 more in, and
she said, ‘Why 10, why not 20.
What else are you going to do?
You might as well go as long as
you can.’ 

“As long as the good Lord
keeps me healthy and the ad-
ministration keeps me here, I’ll
get what I can in. And when I
feel like it’s time to go, I’ll go.” 

Wildcats lose pair of close ones
Pearl River Community College got a pair of

outstanding pitching performances against
Mississippi Gulf Coast March 7, but got nothing
out of either one in the MACJC opening double-
header for both teams.

Three errors in the opener and four errors in the
nightcap led to late runs for the Bulldogs, as Gulf
Coast took two from the 17th-ranked Wildcats,
both by 2-0 margins.

Pearl River dropped to 8-6 overall and 0-2 in
the conference; No. 3 Mississippi Gulf Coast im-
proved to 13-6 and 2-0.

“You can’t make errors against a good team
like that and expect to win,” said PRCC coach
Leigh White. “Can we play with them? Sure. But
we have to do a better job and score runs when
we get the opportunity. And we didn’t do that.”

In the opener, sophomore Jackie Shows (3-3)
went the entire eight innings in the circle for the
Wildcats, allowing seven hits and striking out
three. Freshman Olivia Holley allowed just three
hits and struck out five in 6 1/3 innings. 

Of the Bulldogs’ four runs in the two games,
only one was earned. 

Neither team got much going at the plate in the
first game. 

The Wildcats got a runner to second base in the
first and fourth innings after leadoff singles by
Ilyssa Easton and Brooke Barnes, but were un-
able to score. 

The Bulldogs didn’t get a runner to second
until the fifth, and they got a runner to second in
the sixth, but Shows avoided trouble both times.

It stayed scoreless until the eighth inning,
when clean-up hitter Izzy Werdann drove in two
runners with a single to center. 

The Wildcats had several chances to score
runs in the second game.

In the fourth, Holley smacked a one-out
double, but run into a double play at third base
on a groundout to first base. In the fifth, Katie
Perry reached third on a three-base error with
one out, but was stranded there. 

Gulf Coast opened the seventh inning with a
pair of singles. Holley (3-3) got one out on a
grounder, but disaster struck when a throw to
second base on a pickoff attempt went into
centerfield, allowing both runs to score.

The Wildcats put two runners on in the  sev-
enth with a single and a walk, but a line drive
off the bat of Sarah Depperschmidt stuck in
the pitcher’s glove and the Bulldogs were able
to double the runner off second. 

“We’re not going to give up,” said White.
“This team scraps, and they fought hard today.
I think we’ll be OK.”

Special Olympics in Picayune

Picayune Superintendent Dean Shaw (left), PRCC Director of Career and Technical
Education Ed Pinero, and PRCC Board of Trustees Chairman and PRC Superintendent
Alan Lumpkin are pictured with some of the participants in the 35th annual Special
Olympics recently in Picayune.
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