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South Mississippi
celebrates not one,
but two snowfalls

Above, the Dec. 8 snowfall blanketed the Poplarville cam-
pus just ahead of the holiday break. Left, Diltasia Baylous,
left, and Shaterrica Taylor, both of Prentiss, help each other
across icy spots outside Crosby Hall on Jan. 17. Below, the
Allied Health Center at the Forrest County Center was blan-
keted by a sheet of snow - twice. More snow pictures,
pages 4 and X.

Another leading higher education as-
sessment has brought national recogni-
tion to Pearl River Community College.

TheBestSchools.org, a leading higher
education-career website, recently
ranked PRCC the No. 1 community col-
lege in Mississippi and the 28th best
community college in the country.

TheBestSchools.org selected the 50
best community colleges in the U.S.
based on a comparison of several studies
and ratings of community colleges as
well as the college’s reputation and re-
view of a large number of notable com-
munity colleges.

“This recognition is a reflection of the
hard work of our dedicated faculty and
staff. These outstanding educators have
worked diligently to change the lives of
our students and their effort has trans-
formed our institution into a nationally
recognized college, I am proud of every
member of the Pearl River family for this
incredible accomplishment,” said PRCC
President Adam Breerwood.

“Our focus has always been in provid-
ing a foundation for our students to suc-
ceed in whatever career field they
choose. This honor proves our students
are not only succeeding, they are thriving

on a national stage.”
This is not the first time that PRCC has

received national recognition in recent
years. PRCC ranked No. 20 in the CNN
Money listing of top community colleges
in 2012. The Aspen Institute listed Pearl
River Community College among the top
10 percent of all U.S. community col-
leges in 2012 and 2013.

Also, the Beta Tau Chapter
of Phi Theta Kappa, located
at the Forrest County Center,
was recently named one of
the top 100 chapters interna-
tionally.

PRCC is one of more than
1,100 community colleges in
the U.S.

According to the American
Association of Colleges
(AACC), community col-
leges enrolled nearly half of all
undergraduates in the U.S. These com-
munity colleges graduate 20-25 percent
of all first-time, full-time students. Last
May, PRCC graduated approximately
900 students, one of the largest classes in
the school’s history. 

“We selected the top community col-
leges based on a comparison of several

studies and ratings of community col-
leges, each with their own unique selec-
tion criteria, as well as the schools’ repu-
tation and our review of notable commu-
nity colleges,” said David Redfearn with
TheBestSchools.org. 

“While completion/graduation rates
are important to any college’s success,

we identified several factors
as especially significant to
select the top community
colleges.”

National recognition is not
something that PRCC takes
for granted.

“This ranking runs deeper
than just this college, it
speaks to the school systems
that prepare students to enter
here, students’ families sup-
porting them in many ways

while in college, and subse-
quently the work ethic of the students
once they get on their career pathway,”
said Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, Vice President
for Workforce and Economic
Development.

“PRCC is humbled to have been a part
of the fabric that has created such out-
standing wage-earning citizens.”

PRCC No. 1 in state, No. 28 in U.S.

Dr. Breerwood

TheBestSchools.org ranks community colleges

Winter Wonderland

Picayune RV dealer W.B. “Dub” Herring of Picayune, poses with his wife, Donna, his
daughter, Cindy Harper, and his grandson Andy Harper, who played baseball for the
Wildcats in the early 2000s.

Major renovation plans 
at baseball stadium

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

In the 21st century, staying relevant in athlet-
ics means staying up to date with facilities.

That is part of the reason why PRCC has de-
cided to renovate its baseball stadium, a com-
plete makeover that will give the Wildcats a
new grandstand with more than 400 chair-back
seats, a new press box and two new suites.

“If you look around our conference at what
some other schools are doing, it makes sense,”
said PRCC baseball coach Michael Avalon. 

“Our two biggest rivals, Gulf Coast and
Jones, have recently completed multi-million
dollar, state-of-the-art facilities, and that’s
what we’re competing against. It’s just a fact,
athletes today are visually-driven, and if you
don’t have nice facilities, they’ll go else-
where.”

The new Wildcat stadium will named Dub
Herring Stadium, in honor of the Picayune RV
dealer who has long been a major supporter of
PRCC. 

Herring, known as “Paw-Paw” from the
folksy television ads for Paw-Paw’s Camper
City, Herring’s dealership, donated much of
the funding for the new facility.

“Paw-Paw is a giver and a leader in the com-

munity, and he has always tried to give back to
the community, especially to Pearl River,” said
PRCC athletic director Jeff Long. “We wanted
to name the park after him as a way of thank-
ing him for his many years of support for our
program.”

In addition to Herring’s financial support,
the project got a big boost when Jeff Dungan,
owner of Dungan Engineering in Columbia,
did the plans and schematics at no charge. 

Both of Dungan’s sons played for the
Wildcat baseball program and he was instru-
mental in getting the project from dream to re-
ality.

“Jeff and I met during the summer looking at
the layout (of the current facility), and we felt
like we wanted to do something to upgrade the
facility,” Long said. 

“Thanks to him comping the plans for us, we
felt like we could fund-raise all the money, and
we are very close to meeting our fund-raising
goal.” 

Once the Wildcats’ 2018 season ends, the
current grandstand will be torn down and con-
struction will begin. 

Long said he hopes to have the new stadium
completed by the time fall practice begins in
October.
n See RENOVATIONS, page 3

Black History Month will be observed on the Poplarville
campus. The first event is Feb. 8 at the Brownstone Center for
the Arts on the Poplarville campus - Of Ebony Embers,
Vignettes of the Harlem Renaissance performance, 7 p.m.

Tickets are orchestra $15; balcony $10. Tickets may be pur-
chased by calling 601-403-1180 or by visiting brownpapertick-
ets.com. (Student tickets are FREE with ID).
n The second Black History Month event in Poplarville is

Feb. 15 in the Special Events room in the cafteria. Speaker is
PRCC alumnus Kendale Lumpkins.
n The Forrest County Center will hold its annual Black

History Month Program on Tuesday, Feb. 20 at 12:15 p.m. in
the Multi-Purpose room. This year’s speaker is Tony A.
Reimonenq, Jr.  CEO of a locally-owned business as well as an
executive minister of West Point Baptist Church.

He is well known in the community as a motivational speak-
er and leadership trainer. The Forrest County AHS choir will
present musical selections for the event. 

The Mardi Gras holidays are Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 12
and 13. Night classes will meet.

Spring break will be held Monday, March 12, through Friday,
March 16.

Residence halls will close at 4 p.m. Friday, March 9, and open
at 1 p.m. on Sunday, March 18.

The Easter Holiday is Friday, March 30. 

PRCC graduation is set for Friday, May 11 and will now be di-
vided into two ceremonies.

At 10 a.m., a ceremony will be held for students graduating with
an AAS diploma or a certificate. Students graduating with an AA
diploma will participate in a 1 p.m. ceremony, both in White
Coliseum.

The last time PRCC graduation was divided into two cere-
monies was May 2005. It was changed to one ceremony in May
2006 when graduation was moved to Hattiesburg because of
Hurricane Katrina.  

Spring holiday schedule

PRCC graduation May 11
returns to two ceremonies

Wildcats split two games
at Pensacola tournament

New name: Dub Herring Stadium

PRCC signs deal with Under Armour
Pearl River Community College athletes

will have a new look when the 2018-19 school
year begins in August.

PRCC has announced that the school has
signed an exclusive partnership with sports re-
tail giant Under Armour, which will provide
gear for all of the Wildcats sports teams.

“In this partnership, Pearl River athletics
will be attired exclusively in Under Armour

gear,” said PRCC athletic director Jeff Long.
“That includes player uniforms, footwear,
practice wear and coaches’ apparel.”

In the past, each sport at PRCC has contract-
ed its own apparel deal, and the new contract
with Under Armour will take that task out of
the coaches’ hands and streamline the process
of clothing the Wildcat teams.
n See UNDER ARMOUR, page 3

Black History Month
observances are scheduled 

PTA program achieves
100 percent pass rate

Pearl River Community College’s Physical Therapist
Assistant program is proud to announce a 100 percent National
Board Physical Therapy Exam passage rate for their 2017 grad-
uates. 

Graduates have all been offered positions in the field of phys-
ical therapy as a Licensed PTA.

PTA is a two-year program that accepts 20 students each
August. Information sessions are planned at the Forrest County
Center in the Multi-purpose room on Feb. 6 at 10 a.m., March 6
at 1 p.m. and April 3 at 6 p.m.

An information packet can be obtained on the Physical
Therapist Assistant webpage at:

http://www.prcc.edu/files/pdfs/pta/pta-packet.pdf.

PRCC opened its 2018 softball season on a successful note
Saturday, splitting a pair of games in the Pensacola State
Invitational at Pensacola, Fla. The Wildcats opened with a 12-5
victory over Florence-Darlington Tech (S.C.), but dropped their
second game 7-2 to Roane State (Tenn.)

PRCC opened the scoring in the first game with a three-run
rally in the bottom of the second inning highlighted by a two-run
triple by sophomore Ilyssa Easton (Hurley).

The Wildcats made it 6-1 in the fourth inning with the help of a
two-run single by sophomore Halle Melone (Oklahoma City). 

Sophomore right-hander Olivia Holley went the distance, al-
lowing five hits, five runs, none earned, with four strikeouts.



By MYCHAEL WILLIAMS
The Drawl Staff Writer

With baseball season quickly approaching,
the Wildcat baseball team has been practicing
diligently.

The team’ first game is Feb. 16
against Southeastern Iowa in
Poplarville. The Wildcat team fin-
ished the 2017 season with a 28-19
record, finishing in their confer-
ence 15-11.

I am interviewing Bryson
Medius,  Wildcat sophomore left-
fielder from Columbia, to get a feel
for the 2018 baseball program. 

I started off by asking what made
Bryson come to Pearl River for a
new start because the baseball pro-
gram at Jones JC was not for him. 

I asked if the coaching staff at
PRCC is helpful. Bryson said,
“They are absolutely awesome,
they love to help, and always try-
ing to get us ready for the next
game.”

When asked if the team was
ready, he said very confidently that
they were. He says the team is

“very diverse” as far as talent goes and to be on
the lookout for pitcher Coby White.

I asked how the practice facilities and fields
are here at PRCC. He said, “The batting cages
just got rebuilt and look better than ever, The

facilities are nice and new walls just
got put up in the outfield.”

He has a lot of personal goals and
is hoping this season helps him get
to the next level.  He started off by
telling me, “I want a higher batting
average, I want to steal more bases,
and hopefully hit a few home runs.” 

To finish off the interview, I
asked if he had any schools he
wanted to go to after Pearl River.
They included William Carey

University, the University of
Southern Mississippi or Mississippi
State. 

Wishing the best of luck to the
Wildcat baseball team on the long
season they have ahead of them.
They have had a long offseason and
been working hard to prepare, hope-
fully this 2018 season is one to re-
member. 
n Mychael Williams is a fresh-

man student from Atlanta, Ga.
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Pearl River Community College offers equal ed-

ucation and employment opportunities. The

College does not discriminate on the basis of race,

religion, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender

identity, age, national origin, veteran status, or dis-

ability. For inquiries regarding the non-discrimina-

tion policies or to request accommodations, spe-

cial assistance, or alternate format publication

please contact Tonia Moody Seal, Director of

Admissions and Records and ADA/Civil Rights

Coordinator, at P.O. Box 5537, Poplarville, MS

39470 or 601-403-1060. For inquiries regarding

Title IX, contact Maghan James, Assistant Vice

President of Student Services and Title IX

Coordinator, P.O. Box 5560, Poplarville, MS

39470 or 601-403-1253.

Pearl River Community College is accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to award asso-
ciate degrees. Contact the Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Ga.
30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500, or at
http://www.sacscoc.org for questions about the
accreditation of Pearl River Community College.
The Commission is only to be contacted to learn
about the accreditation status of the College, to
file a third-party comment at the time of the
College’s decennial review, or to file a complaint
against the College with evidence that appears to
support non-compliance with a standard or re-
quirement. All normal inquiries about the institu-
tion, such as admission requirements, financial
aid, educational programs, etc., should be ad-
dressed directly to Pearl River Community
College and not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

Williams

Medious

By TAYLOR N. LEE
The Drawl Staff Writer

The New Orleans Saints showed great suc-
cess this season in the NFL. The Saints ended
the regular season with a record of 11-5, then
furthered their winning in the playoffs with a
victory of 31-26 against the Carolina Panthers. 

In the next round of the playoffs,
they were defeated by the Minnesota
Vikings in a nail-biting finale where
the Vikings scored a touchdown with
just seconds left in the game. The
Saints had come back from a 17-0
score at halftime by scoring 24 points
in the second half. 

The heart the New Orleans Saints
have is undeniable. The fan base for
the team is one of a kind, making
them so unique. 

The fan base of the Saints is part of
their success. If you have ever attended a game
you know the atmosphere is out of this world
because the fans have so much pride in their
team.

The Saints home is the Mercedes-Benz
Superdome and teams who play there say the
fans make it difficult to play because the Dome
is so loud. Although the Dome may be loud, the
Saints thrive on their fans. 

The Saints are so used to the noise in the
Dome that it gives them an advantage during
home games. During the regular season and
postseason, the Saints played 10 home games
and of those 10 games, they only lost two,
which were in weeks 2 and 14 against the New
England Patriots and the Atlanta Falcons. 

The New Orleans Saints took the NFL by
storm this season. Since the year the Saints went
to the Super Bowl in 2009, they have not made
it past the second round of playoffs including
this season.

What makes this season different is this is the
first time since 2013 that they went to the play-
offs and this is the first time since 2011 they
have won first in their division.

At the beginning of this season, the Saints

came into the regular season after a loss to the
Baltimore Ravens in the pre-season. When the
regular season began, the Saints took two dev-
astating losses against the Minnesota Vikings
and the New England Patriots.

After some regrouping by the team, they
came back to win eight games straight, showing
that they would be big contenders during the

season.
Going into the game against the

Minnesota Vikings, in the playoffs,
the Saints did not seem to have a
chance after the halftime 17-0 score..
After an amazing 24-point comeback
in the second half, everyone believed
the Saints had the game in the bag
and would move onto the next week.

As the Vikings got the ball back
that was not the case. In the final sec-
onds, Vikings quarterback Case

Keenum threw the ball to Stefon
Diggs for a 61-yard touchdown that would
bring the Vikings to an amazing victory over the
Saints. 

Although the Saints may have ended the sea-
son with a heart-breaking loss, they have plenty
of potential going into next season. 

New Orleans quarterback Drew Brees seems
to be at his prime with 4,334 passing yards dur-
ing the 2017 season. Running back Mark
Ingram also has an impressive 1,124 rushing
yards for 2017. Rookie running back Alvin
Kamara had an outstanding season with the
New Orleans Saints with 728 rushing yards
right behind Ingram’s 1,124 yards. 

The rookie also had five touchdowns and 826
receiving yards. For a rookie Kamara really
showed what he was made of this season. He
showed impressive rushing and receiving yards;
he is standing right under some veterans show-
ing them what he is made of. 

After a surprising season by the New Orleans
Saints, there is plenty of room for improvement
and the potential is there for the team to come
out on top next season. 
n Taylor Lee is a freshman student from

Waveland.

Lee

Saints successful season 
shows promise for future

By EMILY BRANAN
The Drawl Staff Writer

There are many different colleges in
Mississippi and bordering states which means
students have many options to choose from
when deciding where to go to college. 

Deciding to come to Pearl River Commun-
ity College was one of the best decisions I have
ever made. 

Many students decide to go straight to a four-
year college or university, while others decide to
go to a two-year community college.

The community college route is the way to
go.

There are many reasons to attend
junior college before senior college.
For those desiring a bachelor’s de-
gree, it is the perfect stepping stone
between high school and a universi-
ty. Your two years at Pearl River will
challenge you, and help prepare you
for the tougher classes at a four-year
school.

There is a smaller student-to-
teacher ratio at PRCC, which means
your teachers know your face and
your name, not just your seat number.
They are willing to help you with assignments
and answer your questions in class. This results
in better grades, and success inside and outside
the classroom.

The biggest factor for most people is cost. 
College is an investment. A community col-

lege can save you thousands those first two
years at school. It is a financially wise decision. 

Here are some actual numbers. The average
cost of tuition for four-year colleges in
Mississippi is $11,053 per year. Pearl River
Community College’s tuition is a fraction of the
cost at $2,850 per year. This gives you an oppor-
tunity to save money to pay for your final two
years at a more expensive school.

You will make lifelong friends at Pearl River.
There are so many different groups, clubs, and
teams, that you are sure to find where you click.
Ask a student and they will agree. The student
life organizers are always planning fun events to
help you get involved and meet new people.

So many notable people started out their edu-

cation at Pearl River. Jimmy Buffett attended in
1967. Many other football, basketball and base-
ball players who started at Pearl River have
gone on to the pros. Many successful people
started out their education at Pearl River or
other community colleges, and would likely tell
you that they are better for it.

For athletes, there is a chance for you to con-
tinue to improve at your sport, for the chance of
one of those coveted university or even SEC
team offers. PRCC and many other community
colleges have top athletic programs.

Whether you’re a dancer or an offensive line-
man, the River is the place for you. Many stu-
dent athletes even receive generous scholarships

to play for the school.
Many people steer away from

smaller junior colleges because of the
lack of campus involvement or Greek
life. However, that is far from true at
Pearl River! 

There are so many different and
fun ways to be involved at PRCC,
that are much more beneficial to you
than joining a sorority or fraternity.
There are many ways to build your
academic and athletic resume, while

having a great time. 
Some examples: Phi Theta Kappa, the

Honors Institute, the Student Life Center, work
study jobs, the BSU, sports teams, choirs, bands
and clubs, you name it.

Another huge reason to attend JuCos are the
transfer scholarship opportunities. Tests aren’t
your thing? Didn’t score so well on the ACT? If
you transfer to a university from a community
college, your ACT score is no longer the only
way to receive a scholarship. 

When you transfer, schools look at your com-
munity college GPA to determine your financial
award. At many schools, with a 3.5 GPA and in-
volvement in the junior college honor society, or
Phi Theta Kappa, you can go to an accredited
university at no cost to you.

So, if you’re looking to save money and still
have a great college experience, both socially
and academically, look no further than Pearl
River Community College.
n Emily Branan is a freshman student

from Purvis.

Branan

Benefits of community college 
far outweigh senior colleges

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

The Centers for Disease Control reports that
flu activity is very active and widespread in the
U.S. this year. 

Yearly flu shots are recommended by the
CDC for everyone six months of age and older.
Flu vaccination can reduce flu illnesses and
prevent flu-related hospitalizations and death. It
takes about two weeks after vaccination for
protection against the flu to take effect.

The flu is spread in respiratory droplets when
a person coughs or sneezes or just by breathing
normally. These droplets may be inhaled direct-
ly or transferred by touching contaminated ob-
jects such as door handles, shaking hands, re-
mote controls, phones, etc., and then touching
your mouth or nose. 

The virus can live up to 24 hours on hard sur-
faces. A person infected with the virus may be
contagious from one day prior to becoming sick
and up to five days after first developing symp-
toms. 
n Influenza is a disease of the lungs only.

Its main symptoms are fever, headache, ex-
treme tiredness, coughing, sore throat, runny or
stuffy nose and muscle aches, but usually not
stomach nausea. “Stomach flu” is not related to
influenza, and is not affected by the flu vaccine. 
n Not every runny nose is the flu. The flu

has many symptoms that the common cold
does. It’s not likely that you have the flu unless
the symptoms are more severe than the usual
cold or runny nose. 
n This year’s vaccine offers the best pro-

tection. The current year’s vaccine is carefully
matched to the currently active form of the in-
fluenza virus. The vaccine is effective for only
a few months, so vaccinations from past years

will not help protect you from illness this flu
season. 
n You can be vaccinated against pneumo-

coccal virus at the same time you get your flu
vaccination. This extra shot can protect you for
five years or more from serious respiratory dis-
eases caused by varieties of pneumococcal
virus. Check with your doctor to see if this vac-
cination is right for you.

How can I avoid the flu?
n Try to avoid close contact with sick peo-

ple. Follow the 6-ft rule. Try to stay at least 3-6
feet away from someone who is sick. If you are
sick limit contact with others as much as possi-
ble to keep from infecting them.
n If you are sick with flu-like illness, CDC

recommends that you stay home for at least 24
hours after your fever is gone except to get
medical care or for other necessities. (Your
fever should be gone for 24 hours without the
use of a fever-reducing medicine.)
n Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue

when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in
the trash after you use it. If you don’t have a tis-
sue available, bend at the waist and cough or
sneeze to the ground. This will prevent your
hands from becoming contaminated.
n Wash your hands often with soap and

water, then wash them some more. If soap and
water are not available, use an alcohol-based
hand rub.
n Avoid touching your eyes, nose and

mouth. Germs spread this way.
n Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects

that may be contaminated with germs like the
flu.
n Get the flu shot. CDC recommends a year-

ly flu vaccine as the first and most important
step in protecting against flu viruses. Flu vacci-
nation can reduce flu illnesses, doctors’ visits,

and missed work and school due to flu, as well
as prevent flu-related hospitalizations.

What can I do if I get the flu?
1. Get plenty of rest. STAY HOME and in

bed. This will help your body recover and de-
crease the chances of you spreading the virus to
others. If you miss class you are responsible for
notifying your instructors by email or phone.
Health Services does not issue excuses for
missed class. 

2. Drink plenty of fluids. Prevent dehydration.
3. Use a humidifier to loosen secretions and

ease coughing.
4. Avoid alcohol and tobacco.
5. Take over the counter pain relievers and

fever reducers such as Tylenol. Do not give as-
pirin to a child or teenager with flu or flu-like
symptoms. 

6. See your doctor immediately for unusual-
ly severe symptoms or those lasting longer than
7-10 days.

The CDC has a Flu Information Hotline that
you may call for  info. The number is 1-800-
232-4636 and available 24 hours daily. You
may also contact your local health department. 

Pearl River County - 601-798-6212, Stone
County - 601-928-5293, Hancock Co. 228-467-
4510, Forrest Co. 601-583-0291.
nPlease call Health Services Clinic at 601-

403-1303 with any questions regarding the
flu or other health concerns. Office hours are
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. during the
fall and spring semesters. The Health
Services Clinic is free to all current PRCC
students, faculty and staff.  

The medical information on this site is
provided by the MSDH and the CDC and is
an informational resource only. It is not to be
used or relied on for any diagnostic or treat-
ment purposes. 

Flu activity is active, widespread

This Wildcat ballplayer
anxious for 2018 season  

PRCC public address announcer Kelly Sanner (left) questions a Wildcat fan for a trivia
contest during halftime of a men’s basketball game this season at M.R. White Coliseum.
PRCC Photo by Brett Russ.

Home game fun times
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wmcarey.edu  601-318-6103

Scholarships Available in the areas of 
academics, talent, athletics, church-related vocations 

and missionary dependents. 

Scholarships for PTK members
$6300 scholarship* for Phi Theta Kappa members 
with additional funds available for PTK officers

*for students living on campus, $4,500 for off-campus students

Super Saturday 
March 3, 2018

Finalize your enrollment at WCU 
and pre-register for classes.

Mary Beth Buchanan, (above, left) Smart Start instructor, provides morning, afternoon
and online classes for participants to earn their MS Works Smart Start credential. Here,
she works with Lori Simmons. Below, Buchanan offers instruction to students Vonda
Hinton and Brittany Reid.

By TERRI CLARK
Director of Adult Education

Why should you earn your Mississippi Works
Smart Start credential?

The goal of the MS Smart Start course is to
help provide every Mississippian the opportuni-
ty to be work-or-career ready and to secure his
or her dream job right here at home. 

Adult Education has primary responsibility
for implementation of the MS Works Smart
Start Classes. 

The class is designed around three compo-
nents: Basic Skills (reading, writing, and math),
Career Awareness, and Necessary Skills (com-
munication, work ethic, team building, etc.). 

In order to prepare participants for mid-skill
level employment, they can enroll in a Smart
Start Class to improve their employment skills. 

Participants will develop job skills needed for
their careers, learn and practice good work
habits and effective communication necessary
for employment. Participants that complete all
requirements for the Smart Start class will re-
ceive an official MS Smart Start Credential is-

sued by the MS Community College Board. 
In addition to career awareness and necessary

skills, participants will complete the WorkKeys
test for Applied Math, Reading for Information
and Location Information.

This assessment awards participants the op-
portunity to achieve a National Career
Readiness Certificate (NCRC). The NCRC is a
national credential that demonstrates the skills a
participant has to be successful in a job.
Mississippi industries continue to recognize the
NCRC certificate for employment screening
and placement. 

PRCC offers the Smart Start class within
Adult Education. Smart Start classes are free of
charge and offered at all campus locations. 

In addition to campus locations, this class is
offered at the Hattiesburg and Picayune WIN
centers (day classes) and Picayune City Schools
VoTech (night class). PRCC Adult Education
also offers this class face-to-face or online. 

For information on enrolling in Adult
Education or Smart Start, contact the Office of
Adult Education at (601) 554-5551 or email at
adulteducation@prcc.edu. 

MS Smart Start course
offered through Adult Ed

Since its inception, the Dr. William Lewis
Honors Institute at Pearl River Community
College has been dedicated to providing mean-
ingful opportunities to enhance the honors stu-
dent experience.

Dr. Terri Smith Ruckel, Dean of Honors at the
Forrest County Center, says that the program
“strives to create an environment in which every
student can feel connected, learn, and grow as
they each pursue their full potential.” 

The program’s dedication definitely has impli-
cations for the whole student body as well. Many
of the special lectures and opportunities are open
to all PRCC students and to the community. 

“We invite everyone to be a part of as many
events as possible because we want to ignite the
imagination of our community and to forge the
future of our college,” Ruckel said. 

Public events include the in-house series of
lectures planned this spring at the FCC.

The series brings together motivated students

and faculty to listen and learn as faculty show-
case their own unique interests and scholarly
pursuits. Spring lectures include the following: 

Dr. Amanda Parker, Assistant Vice President
of Forrest County Center Operations, presented,
“Artificial Sweeteners: Sugar Free - But What’s
the True Cost,” on Feb. 1. 

On Thursday, April 5, Dr. David Bunch,
Instructor of Psychology at the Forrest County
Center, will ignite our imaginations with the last
lecture of the semester. Expect more information
to be released as the lecture event draws closer.

Dr. Bunch also serves as Faculty Advisor for
the Social Sciences Club. 

PRCC recruiters are extending invitations to
area high schools to attend these events.

Both of the lectures will be held in the
Multipurpose Room on the Forrest County
Center campus. They are free and open to the
public. Contact Dr. Ruckel, 601-554-4693 for
information.

Honors Institute hosting
series of lectures at FCC

A schematic rendering produced by Dungan Engineering of Columbia shows the layout
and the look of Pearl River Community College’s planned new baseball facility. 

n FROM page 1
“We’ve already got a great atmosphere for

baseball here, and we want to retain some of
that atmosphere in a new setting,” said Avalon,
who is in his second season as head coach.

“One thing we wanted was to create a little
more of a ballpark feel to it. Obviously, we’re
going to have 400-plus chair-back seats, but
we’re also going to retain a terrace area where
people can come in golf carts or bring lawn
chairs and sit, like you’re at the park.”

RENOVATIONS

UNDER
ARMOUR
n FROM page 1

“These partnerships have be-
come beneficial to the institution
and the apparel company,” Long
said. “Even for smaller schools, this
has become the norm.

“Under Armour products have an
outstanding reputation for quality
and customer service, and we’re
proud to be an official Under
Armour school.”

Among the changes Wildcat fans
will see are some new contempo-
rary looks to various uniforms and
other team apparel.

Long said the school began phas-
ing in new uniforms in January, and
the transition to all-Under Armour
gear will be complete beginning with
the 2018 men’s and women’s soccer
seasons.

(Photo courtesy of Juco Weekly;
graphic design by Carol
Williams/PRCC Public
Relations)
PRCC will become an exclu-
sively Under Armour school be-
ginning this fall.

Pearl River Community College students in the Dr. William
Lewis Honors Institute made a strong showing last weekend at
the 2018 Mississippi Honors Conference, hosted by Jackson State
University.

Sophomore Nathan Young entered the STEM oral presentation
category with his presentation, “Roll Initiative: Strategies for
Gaming Encounters from an Academic Perspective.” His presen-
tation took top community college honors. He won first place in
STEM oral presentations. 

Devan Culpepper represented the college with a poster submis-
sion, “Cystic Fibrosis: Just Breathe.” Culpepper is a freshman
student at the Forrest County Center with future plans to become
a doctor of medicine.  

The trip was organized by Dr. Terri Smith Ruckel, Dean of
Honors at the Forrest County Center, and attended by Dr. Tim
Crowe, FCC Instructor; and Dr. Ryan Ruckel, chair of
Humanities and Social Sciences. Honors students attending in-
cluded Sarah-Ashlyn Barber, Taylor Barefoot, Culpepper, Tyler
Fiveash, Melissa Novak, Said Otwane, Michael Pascarella,
Jennifer Pacheco, Chaz Roberts, Brandon Woods, and Young. 

“These students gathered with their counterparts from all over
Mississippi for two days of presentations displaying the under-
graduate research skills of the state’s brightest honors students,”
said Dr. Terri Ruckel “More than 100 students from 12 colleges
and universities across the state participated.”

A student-led and governed event, the conference was planned
and carried out by honors students at Jackson State. Officers as
well as state liaison representatives were chosen for the 2019
event to be hosted by East Mississippi Community College. 

Culpepper and Pascarella were selected to serve as liaison rep-
resentatives for next year’s conference. 

Honors students attend
2018 state conference

Nathan Young (above) and
students at the 2018
Honors Conference.
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

Above, Dr. Amanda Parker,
Assistant Vice President for
Forrest County Operations;
visits with Rep. Brad Touch-
stone (left) of Hattiesburg
and Rep. Chris Johnson
(right) of Carnes during the
2018 Legislative Luncheon
in Jackson on Jan. 24.
Right, Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves
visits with PRCC family
members, from left, Dr.
Amanda Parker, Assistant
Vice President for Forrest
County Operations; Reeves,
Dr. Jana Causey, Vice
President for Forrest County
Operations; and PRCC
President Dr. Adam
Breerwood.

Legislative Luncheon Faculty Lecture Series

By TERRI CLARK
Director of Adult Education

Are you like me and have
so many New Year’s resolu-
tions?

Are you also like me, in the
fact it’s early February and
most are already out the win-
dow? No worries! No need to
feel let down. We still have 11
months to improve ourselves. 

Most of my goals were
physical goals. Run this race
at this pace. Incorporate yoga
and stretching into my week.
Take time to read more. 

Sure, all of these are great
resolutions. However, I want
to focus on emotional and
mental resolutions. 

Hang with me - I have a
point. 

We are completely in
charge and responsible for our
life, and all you attain and
contribute. This year join me
and let’s be good to ourselves.
I encourage you to join with
me in these resolutions for the
next 11 months. I hope these
five suggestions provide a re-
newed spirit to take advan-
tages of all the possibilities
we have this year. 

Here we go:
1) Do something just for

you every single day. Set time
aside for yourself every day to
do any activity that takes your
fancy. Maybe this is exercis-
ing, meditating, cooking din-
ner, eating ice cream, writing
in a journal, playing an instru-
ment, or listening to music.
Make sure the activity is dif-
ferent from what you already

do all day long. You will feel
as if you have a life-because
you will have a life.

2) Give yourself credit and
say “good job” when you de-
serve it. You did it! Pat your-
self on the back. Stop focus-
ing on being your own worse
critic. When you ace the test,
secure the job, or make a good
play - praise yourself.  

3) Listen more than you
talk. You know we have two
ears and one month. I will
leave it at that. (This one is a
tough one for me.)

4) Take up a new hobby or
activity this year. No, I didn’t
ask you to run a marathon or
even join CrossFit. I simply
encouraged you to find a new
hobby. Maybe start a new col-
lection. Start taking day trips.
I challenge you to think out-
side the box on a new hobby
or activity. (For me, it is to
practice my newly learning
sailing skills.) 

5) Take yourself a little less
serious. Take time to laugh.
Laugh at yourself. Take time
to smell the yummy cookies
in the cafeteria. Make sure
that you laugh about some-
thing every single day.

So, if you see me on cam-
pus patting myself on a back,
or perhaps with tape over my
mouth or even practicing yoga
on a sunny afternoon, no wor-
ries. I am working on ME! 

And encourage you to do
the same. We only have one
body and one life - be good to
both and enjoy! Wishing you
the best of these next 11
months.

2018
New Year, New You;
still make a resolution

Terri Clark, Director of Adult Education.

Jibe ho and around we go

By Dr. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to The Drawl

Whenever “king cakes” start showing
up in the grocery stores and other loca-
tions, it’s a sure sign that Mardi Gras is
not far behind. 

Fat Tuesday, or “Mardi Gras” in
French, is actually “Shrove Tuesday” on
the Roman Catholic religious calendar,
and begins on Epiphany, Jan. 6, and ends
at midnight before the beginning of Ash
Wednesday, which ushers in 40 days of
Lent. 

In many countries, Shrove Tuesday is
celebrated primarily by eating pancakes,
a far cry from what we are accustomed to
on this side of the world where the word,
“Carnival,” is often taken literally.

When I was a kid, I lived in Nice,
France, which is generally accepted as
the home of Carnival with the first cele-
bration documented in the year 1294. 

In the United States, there’s an ongo-
ing battle between New Orleans and
Mobile, Ala., as to which location cele-
brated Carnival first. 

Unfortunately for New Orleanians,
their first parade is recorded to have
taken place in 1837, while Mobile has
proof that the first mystic society, or
krewe, was formed there in 1711.

Regardless of which city was first, we
who live in this area have a unique op-
portunity to experience something that
tourists come from all over the world to
enjoy. 

On Feb. 12 and 13, our Mardi Gras

holidays, there will be four major pa-
rades in New Orleans: Proteus (5:15
p.m.) and Orpheus (6 p.m.) on Monday;
and Zulu (8 a.m.) and Rex (10 a.m.) on
Tuesday. All four parades are “uptown.”

Zulu and Rex are, in my opinion, the
ones not to miss: Zulu for spectacle and
color and Rex for tradition. 

Rex, of course, is the oldest and usual-
ly has the most floats. Zulu, on the other
hand, started out as an anti-parade held
by citizens of color who were excluded
from the other parades. 

If you decide to attend any of the pa-
rades, go with someone, keep your wits
about you, be safe, and have fun.
n Dr. Benny Hornsby is an adjunct

instructor of sociology and English at
PRCC.

A full house was on
hand to hear Dr.
Amanda Parker’s
Faculty Lecture Series
on Feb. 1 at the Forrest
County Center. The
topic: Artificial
Sweeteners: Sugar-
Free - But What’s the
True Cost? Dr. Parker is
Assistant Vice President
for Forrest County
Operations. The faculty
lecture series is pre-
sented by the Dr.
William Lewis Honors
Institute. 
PRCC Public Relations
photos. 

Enjoy The Mardi Gras holidays

Christopher Maul, instructor in the Adult Education program at PRCC, took these snow pictures at the Forrest County
Center following the snow storm of Jan. 16 in the Pine Belt. 
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Several winters usually
come and go between snow-
falls in South Mississippi, but
the winter of 2017-18 has al-
ready brought snow twice.

The first came during finals
week in December, closing
campus on Dec. 8 and pushing
exams scheduled for that day
into the next week. Most stu-
dents had already gone home
for the winter break, leaving
the snow-covered campus
nearly deserted. 

Snow came down again late
in the afternoon on Tuesday,
Jan. 16, prompting PRCC offi-
cials to plan a delayed
Wednesday opening that even-
tually stretched into cancelled
classes on Wednesday and
Thursday.

“I love it,” said Kayla Harris
of Long Beach as she sat in
Bender Cafeteria on
Wednesday. “I think the cold
weather is amazing. It never
snows in South Mississippi.”

James Johnson of Picayune
also enjoyed it. “I’m not used
to it, but I like it,” he said.

The heaviest snow fell late
Tuesday night, bringing stu-
dents out of the dormitories.

“I kinda flopped in the snow
and made snow angels,” said
Alanah Jacobs of Brooklyn.

She and friends in Holden
Hall spent Wednesday morn-
ing sleeping, reading and
doing classwork.

Laken Duncan of Bogalusa,
La., fell when she went out-
side.

“The second we left the
dorm, I slid,” she said. “It said,
‘Ok, it’s not a play day.’ I’ve
been abused by the snow.”

Regene Bailey of Picayune,
who was celebrating her birth-
day Wednesday, also took a
tumble.

“I fell as soon as I came out
of the dorm,” she said. “I hurt
my bottom a little, but I’m
ok.”

She and others in the cafete-
ria heard talk of a snowball
fight later in the day but didn’t
know where it would be.

“The boys had one last
night,” said Tamara Pierson of
Columbia. “It was so funny.”

While most students en-
joyed two days off, the athlet-
ic teams didn’t get a complete
break.

“We’ll have to find a way to
get some things done inside,”
said assistant baseball coach
Rhyne Hughes.

The softball team also
worked out as did the basket-
ball teams.

By JAMIE DICKSON
Assistant Director/ Wildcat Wellness Center

Have you noticed the Sharrow paintings
along the traffic lanes across the Poplarville
campus? 

Sharrows indicate a shared lane for both bi-
cycles and vehicles. Students are encouraged
to use the sharrow lanes while riding bicycles. 

Soon, there will be bicycle street signs in-
stalled in various places around campus to
identify the bicycle lanes as well. This new
project has been made possible by the Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of Mississippi
Foundation.

Bicycles are now allowed on the Wildcat
Wellness Center outdoor walking and running
track.  When walkers and runners are sharing
the track with cyclists, it is best for the cyclist
to ride on the outside lane of the track while
walkers and runners merge to the center lane.  

Students enrolled in General Physical
Educations Activities (General PE) have an
option to rent a Wellness Wheels Bicycle at the
Wildcat Wellness Center for their daily work-
out, free of charge. 

Each rental has a 1-hour time limit, but can

be rented again if there is not a waiting list. 
Safety is our primary concern. Students are

required to wear a helmet and tennis shoes
while riding and can be fined if caught not
doing so. Also, students must follow all safety
guidelines set forth by the Wildcat Wellness
Center.     
n Students, look forward to our upcoming I-

Heart-Wellness day on Feb. 14.  The Wellness
Center will be celebrating “healthy hearts.” 

We’ll be serving sweetheart smoothies, giv-
ing away I-Heart t-shirts, and we’ll be intro-
ducing the Wellness Wheels bicycles plus out-
door track safety. 

This event is scheduled to take place on the
Wildcat Wellness Outdoor Walking and
Running Track beginning at 2 p.m. with a 1-
mile fun run or bike ride.

General PE students who participate will re-
ceive a 1 hour exercise credit.     

It’s never too late to join us at the PRCC
Wellness Center.  Come by anytime for a tour
and we’ll set you up with the best membership
option to fit your schedule. 

All students, faculty, staff, and community,
ages 16 or older can join.  We hope to see you
soon!

Campus makes ready for bicycle
riding lanes; ‘healthy hearts’ set

Snowstorms
came twice
this winter

Regene Bailey of Picayune, from left, Tamara Pierson of Columbia, Alia Scott of Slidell,
La., and Kayla Harris of Long Beach sit in Bender Cafeteria on Jan. 17. They had played
outside the night before when the snow was falling.

Austin Warner of Franklinton, La., starts building a snowman on Jan. 17 outside Lamar
Hall.

Students bundled up in hoodies, jackets and layers when
they made their way to the cafeteria in Crosby Hall for
lunch. They are, from left, Kalonie Simon and Kaisha
Waces, both of Columbia, Berneshia Nichols of Angie, La.,
and Jacoby Crosby of Hattiesburg.

Pictures of some of the snow scenes on the Poplarville campus. 



N E W S
February 2018 • Page 7The DRAWL 

The University of Mississippi does not discriminate against any student protected by law based on race, 
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transfer scholarships
Community College Academic Excellence 1 

Scholarship
Amount: $6,000 

3.0-3.49 GPA on at least 48 transferrable community college hours. Amount 
reflected is a two-year total.  Does not stack with the Phi Theta Kappa scholarship.

Community College Academic Excellence 2 
Scholarship

Amount: $8,000 
3.5 GPA or higher on at least 48 transferrable community college hours. Amount 
reflected is a two-year total.  Does not stack with the Phi Theta Kappa scholarship.

Phi Theta Kappa Scholarship 
Amount: $14,000-$16,000 

($7,000 - $8,000 per year for two years) 
3.25 GPA on at least 48 transferrable community college hours,  and active 

membership in Phi Theta Kappa. Amount reflected is a two-year total. Members of 
the All-Mississippi Team will receive an additional one-time-only $1,000 

scholarship, and another $1,000 one-time-only scholarship will be 
awarded to those students who become members of the All-USA Team.

come visit. apply now. 

Poplarville weekly events
Monday - BSU Discipleship Study, 5 p.m.,

BSU
Tuesday - Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday - Bible Study, 6 p.m., BSU
Fellowship of Christian Athletes gathering, 7

p.m., Malone Chapel
Thursday - Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
Forrest County Center weekly events
Wednesday - BSU Lunch Encounter, 12

p.m., multipurpose room
—-
Thursday, Feb. 8 - Forrest County Center

Black History Month program
Of Ebony Embers, Vignettes of the Harlem

Renaissance performance, 7 p.m., Brownstone
Center; $15, $10 reserved tickets, free student
tickets

Monday & Tuesday, Feb. 12 & 13 - Mardi
Gras holidays; night classes meet

Wednesday, Feb. 14 - Valentines Date
Night, 7 p.m., Student Life Center

Thursday, Feb. 15 - Black History Month
program, 11 a.m., cafeteria Special Events
Room; speaker, PRCC alumnus Kendale
Lumpkins 

PRCC basketball sophomore night after
games against East Central; women play at
5:30 p.m., men at 7:30 p.m., White Coliseum

Monday, Feb. 19 - Forrest County Center
DECA meeting, 12:15 p.m., Building 5 room
113

Tuesday, Feb. 20 - Indoor movie night, 6
p.m., Student Life Center

Thursday, Feb. 22 - Ping pong tournament,
7 p.m., Student Life Center

Thursday, Feb. 22 - Saturday, Feb. 24 -
PRCC Rodeo competing in rodeo hosted by
East Mississippi CC in Meridian

Friday, Feb. 23 - Student Life Center Friday
Funday (watch email for details)

Saturday, Feb. 24 - PRCC hosts Gulf South
Regional Science Olympiad

Monday, Feb. 26 - PRCC hosts Junior High
Math Competition, 

Tuesday, Feb. 27 - Day of Disc Golf, all
day, Wildcat Trace Disc Golf Course

Thursday, March 1 - Miss PRCC Pageant,
7 p.m., Brownstone Center

Monday, March 5 - Forrest County Center
DECA meeting, 12:15 p.m., Building 5 room
113

Phi Theta Kappa Iota Mu chapter induction,
6 p.m., Brownstone Center

Tuesday, March 6 - Career Fair  
PRCC Talent Show, 7 p.m., Brownstone

Center
Thursday, March 8 - Indoor movie night, 6

p.m., Student Life Center
Friday, March 9 - Dorms close at 4 p.m.
Monday, March 12 - Friday, March 16 -

Spring Break
Sunday, March 18 - Dorms open at 1 p.m. 
Monday, March 19 - Forrest County Center

DECA meeting, 12:15 p.m., Building 5 room
113

Monday, March 26 - PRCC Softball Cancer
Awareness Games against Gulf Coast; Deana
Favre to throw out first pitch for 4 p.m. game

Friday, Mach 30 - Good Friday holiday
Monday, April 2 - Forrest County Center

DECA, 12:15 p.m., Building 5 room 113
Saturday, April 7 - PRCC Softball

Sophomore Recognition following double-
headers (2 & 4 p.m.) against Holmes

Monday, April 16 - Forrest County Center
DECA meeting, 12:15 p.m., Building 5 room
113

Calendar of events

POPLARVILLE - Women laughed, shed a
few tears and learned about themselves Jan. 28
at the 12th annual Women’s Health Symposium
at Pearl River Community College.

The event attracted more than 400 women of
all ages to hear motivational speakers and health
care professionals as well as take advantage of
free health screenings and a variety of informa-
tion tables.

“I enjoy it so much, the knowledge we get
from it as women,” said Patricia Armstrong of
Picayune as she finished a bone density test pro-
vided by Hattiesburg Clinic.

The day began with a welcome by Dr. Adam
Breerwood, PRCC president.

“There are so many different levels to being a
beautiful woman, so many roles,” he said. “You
are special to so many.”

Dorothy Roberts of Pass Christian and WWL
anchor Sally-Ann Roberts of New Orleans dis-
cussed the importance of prayer and faith in
coping with the ups and downs of life.

“So many people in life pray and prepare and
then just stand there,” Dorothy Roberts said.
“To persevere you have to figure out how to get
through that brick wall.”

Sally-Ann Roberts recalled the fear she felt
when their sister, GMA anchor Robin Roberts,
was diagnosed with breast cancer and later
asked her to donate bone marrow to combat
myelodysplastic syndrome, a side effect of
chemotherapy.

“I said to her, ‘I was born for this.’,” she said.
“I truly believe we are here for a reason. We are
here to do good works.”

Grand sponsor of the symposium was the
Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation.

“You don’t know how much I enjoy this,”
said June Burge of Lumberton, who attended
with her three daughters.

Keynote speaker Janie Walters of Madison
brought a message entitled “Booster Shots for
the Woman’s Soul.” She combined lessons on

how to live life to the fullest with her trademark
jokes and whoopin” and hollerin”.

“So much of life is the way we see it,” she
said. “The way we go about it is from our per-
spective.”

The perspective sometimes erects barriers,
she said.

“‘If only’ doesn’t change anything,” Walters
said. “It just keeps you beating your head
against that brick wall.”

Health information came from a panel of pro-
fessionals, including Dr. Hunter Berry of
Southern Bone and Joint, hip arthrosocopy;
Chancellor Deborah Gambrell of Hattiesburg,
legalities of heath care; Dr. William McArthur
of Pearl River County Hospital and Nursing
Home; Dr. Claudia Karem of Hattiesburg
Clinic, wellness and nutrition; and PRCC alum-
nus and former soccer player Jonathan Trahan,
FNP-C, of Highland Community Hospital, thy-
roid issues.

The symposium provided women with the
opportunity for health screenings along with
pampering, including manicures and paraffin
treatments by PRCC cosmetology students.
Pampering also included a necklace and an in-
sulated casserole carrier emblazoned with the
PRCC logo for each woman and the chance to
win one of almost 200 door prizes.

Grand prize winners were Brenda Gipson,
Lois McClellan, Mary Salters, Freda Morris,
and Mona Thomas, all of Lumberton; Joyce
Williams and Sabrina Brown, both of
Poplarville; Linda Smith of Picayune, Debra
Hodges of Carriere and Joanna Alston of
Gulfport.

Silver sponsors were Hancock Bank, Wal-
Mart Supercenter in Picayune, Pearl River
County Hospital and Nursing Home and Valley
Foods. Bronze sponsors were BankPlus, First
National Bank of Picayune, Hattiesburg Clinic,
Highland Community Hospital and Southern
Bone and Joint Specialists, P.A.

12th Health Symposium
proves very successful

Above, winners of the
grand prizes are, from left,
Joyce Williams, Coach
handbag donated by Dr.
Jana Causey; Linda
Smith, Rodan and Fields
donated by Bonnie
Hodges; Freda Morris,
Alex Ladner painting;
Sabrina Brown, yearís
supply of Coca-Cola prod-
ucts; Deborah Hodges,
Kendra Scott earrings do-
nated by Apples LTD; Lois
McClellan, Vera Bradley
purse donated by Michelle
Owens; Mary Salters,
basket of spa day essen-
tials donated by Service
Master; Joanna Alston,
photography session by
Justin Daniels
Photography; Mona
Thomas, Island View gift
package; Brenda Gibson,
picnic table and benches
made by PRCC masonry
students. PRCC Public
Relations photos

Dorothy Roberts of Pass Christian, left, and her sister Sally-
Ann Roberts of New Orleans share a moment with PRCC
president Dr. Adam Breerwood.

Grand sponsor for the symposium again was the Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation,
represented by, from left, president Clyde Dease and board members Dr. Becky Askew
and Barbara Alexander.

Above photo, PRCC as-
sociate degree nursing
student Jennifer Elmore
of Indianola records her
blood pressure reading
for symposium partici-
pant Kim Brown of
Poplarville.
Right photo, June
Burge of Lumberton
shows off the beads
each woman received
as a gift.

Above [phjoto, moderator Dr. Jana Causey points to an audience member during the panel
discussion. Panelists are, left to right, Dr. Hunter Berry of Southern Bone and Joint,
Chancellor Deborah Gambrell of Hattiesburg, Dr. William McArthur of Pearl River County
Hospital and Nursing Home, Dr. Claudia Karem of Hattiesburg Clinic PRCC alumnus and
former soccer player Jonathan Trahan, FNP-C, of Highland Community Hospital. Below
photo, women of all ages enjoyed a healthy breakfast before the 2018 Symposium started.
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I was a little intimidated when I first arrived at 

Southern Miss. But once I started to meet more 

people on campus, I realized I was not the only 

nontraditional student here. Through studying to 

become a teacher, I am working toward my goal to 

impact the lives of my students. I have always had a 

strong support system to help me achieve my goals, 

so I understand the importance of working with 

young adults on the verge of making life-changing 

decisions. If I can be one more person in their lives 

who can help them succeed, then my job is done.

HAILEY ULRICH 
TRANSFER STUDENT  |   BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI

MACJC Legislative Appreciation luncheon
Pearl River Community
College administrators, fac-
ulty and students were in-
volved in the annual
MACJC Legislative
Appreciation Luncheon
Wednesday (Jan. 24) in
Jackson.
Left, pictured from left,
PRCC President Dr. Adam
Breerwood, Rep. Brad
Touchstone of Oak Grove,
Dr. Amanda Parker, PRCC
assistant vice president for
Forrest County Operations;
Rep. Chris Johnson and
Rep. Missy McGee, both of
Hattiesburg; Dr. Jana
Causey, PRCC vice presi-
dent for Forrest County
Operations; and PRCC
board member Dale Purvis.

Pictured from left are: Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, Vice President for Workforce and Economic
Development;  student Ni’jah Pace of Bassfield, Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves, students Marella
Failla of Picayune and Jonathan Dixon of Petal, and Ed Pinero, Dean of Career and
Technical Education Programs.

State legislators visiting with PRCC family members are from left: Dr. Alsobrooks, PRCC
President Dr. Adam Breerwood, Raymunda Barnes, Assistant Vice President for Hancock
Center; Rep. Stacy Wilkes of Picayune, Sen. Angela Hill of Picayune, Dr. Jennifer Seal,
Vice President for Planning and Institutional Research; and Sen. Philip Moran of Kiln.

Left, Raymunda Barnes, Assistant Vice President for Hancock Center;  and PRCC President Dr. Adam Beerwood visit
with Rep. David Baria of Bay St. Louis. Right, Dr. Breerwood chats with Rep. Billy Hudson of Hattiesburg. 

Pictured are from left: Dr. Jennifer Seal, Rep. Stacy Wilkes
of Picayune, and PRCC students Ni’jah Pace of Bassfield,
Jonathan Dixon of Petal, and Marella Failla of Picayune.
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Dr. Kyle Hill, Chair 
of the Department 
of Fine Arts and 
Communications.

 As we look forward to the 2017-18 season, we hope you will consider joining us at the Brownstone Cen-
ter for the Arts as we present an exciting season of entertainment.  Information about season tickets and individual 
tickets can be found on our Facebook, our website, and by contacting the BCA ticket offi ce.  We look forward to 
seeing you at the Brownstone.  

2017 - 2018 Season2017 - 2018 Season

Season Tickets: $150                                        601-403-1180                                    Individual event tickets available

February 8February 8
Of Ebony and EmbersOf Ebony and Embers

April 5 & 6April 5 & 6
Big RiverBig River

April 10April 10
PRCC Band ConcertPRCC Band Concert

April 17April 17
PRCC Singers ConcertPRCC Singers Concert

April 19April 19
New York VoicesNew York Voices

April 26April 26
Jazz Cats ConcertJazz Cats Concert

www.brownstonecenter.comwww.brownstonecenter.com

The Voices sing during the A Cappella 101 concert on
Jan. 12. They are, from left, Bailey Humphrey of Brooklyn,
Hunter King of Carriere, Destiny Trest of Petal, Lonnie
Burrell of Pisgah, Torian Miller of Sumrall, Chase Mitchell

of Hurley, Lucas Williams of Picayune, Cammie Moree of
Sumrall, Eddie Chaney of Bay St. Louis, Haidyn Lee of
Brooklyn, Ryan Eastridge of Carriere and Madeline
Boover of Sumrall.

A Cappella 101 concert

Above, OneVoice from
Briarcrest Christian School
in Memphis performs as
the headliner for the A
Cappella 101 conference
and concert at the
Brownstone Center. Left,
Haidyn Lee of Brooklyn
and Tyler Johnson of
Carriere sing with The
Voices.

Cheering for the Wildcats

By TONIA SEAL
Director of Admissions & Records

ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator

Obtaining a higher educa-
tion is more important than
ever before. 

For most people, a college
education has become the nec-
essary requirement to a good
job and middle-class lifestyle.
There are many benefits to re-
ceiving a quality education. 

Education is important if
you want to be a financially in-
dependent person.

Education is a key factor in
the amount of money you will
earn.

The U.S. Census Bureau re-
ported in 2009 that on average
a college graduate earns
$56,472, significantly more
than the $33,213 earned by
someone with a high school
diploma, or the $24,520 earned
by a high school dropout. 

The ability to earn more will
allow you to be able to lead a
happy life and enjoy the good
things life has to offer. Some
studies suggest that having a
higher education can also help
you live a longer life.

There are several contribut-
ing factors, which include bet-
ter working conditions, better
access to health care, better
diet and health practices,
greater economic stability,
greater job satisfaction, and
better ability to solve day to
day problems. 

Higher education can help
you to become a more diverse
person. Pursuing a higher edu-
cation makes you more sensi-
tive to cultural differences and
respect the beliefs of all peo-

ple. Better decisions are made
when you are able to see dif-
ferent perspectives.

Diversity fosters creativity.
Higher education has

changed over the years and
today there are many more op-
portunities for flexible learning
than ever before. Students now
have a choice about when,
where, and how they learn. 

These flexible class sched-
ules allow anyone the opportu-
nity to pursue a higher educa-
tion. 

The typical class that meets
two or three times a week is no
longer the norm. In its place
there are options of online, hy-
brid, weekend, and accelerated
(8 week) courses. 

If you find you are having
trouble in a class after the se-
mester has begun and want to
drop a class but remain a full-
time student, there are many
opportunities for you to do that
with one of these options. 

There are pros and cons to
taking these flexible classes.
Pros include flexibility and
early graduation. Cons include
fast-paced courses and acceler-
ated learning time.

You as a student have the
option to make informed deci-
sions about which course for-
mat is best for you and your
academic success. 

For information about the
flexible classes, talk to your
advisor, any member of PRCC
faculty or staff, or the Advising
Center.

“The key to success is to
keep growing in all areas of
life - mental, emotional, spiri-
tual, as well as physical.” -
Julius Erving 

Why Go To College? 
Benefits of a degree
help in long run

The PRCC pep
band and the
String of Pearls
have been per-
forming during
home basketball
games this sea-
son in M.R.
White Coliseum. 

Pearl River Community College
announced recently that it would in-
crease the minimum hourly wage for
all workers to $10 next month.

The proposal, approved by the
PRCC Board of Trustees at its
December monthly meeting, affects
38 employees at the school.

The $10 minimum hourly wage is
higher than the current federal mini-
mum of $7.25.

Many of these employees work in

PRCC’s physical plant. Roger
Knight, Vice President for College
Operations, told the board the in-
crease would cost the school nearly
$55,000 for the remainder of the
2018 fiscal year.

PRCC President Dr. Adam
Breerwood said he sees this increase
as a commitment to, and investment
in, its employees and local commu-
nities.

“Many of these employees go

above and beyond to make this cam-
pus one of the best looking in
Mississippi,” he said. 

“These are hard-working individ-
uals who live, shop and spend
money in our local communities. We
want to employ and retain outstand-
ing people. The approval of this in-
crease is a reflection of the leader-
ship and vision of our Board of
Trustees.

“This is a big step in our continued

focus of investing in the Pearl River
Community College family.”

Back in June, the PRCC board ap-
proved a budget of $37.2 million for
the 2017-18 academic year, an in-
crease from last yearís budget of
$36,767,231. 

That was followed by a fall enroll-
ment increase of 6.5 percent, or
nearly 5,000 students. 

A continued increase in enroll-
ment could mean additional state

funding for the school, some of
which can be used for raises.

“As Pearl River Community
College continues to grow and move
forward, it is important that we rec-
ognize the hard work of all our em-
ployees,” Breerwood said. 

“I want to express my thanks to all
of them and look forward to more
good things happening at PRCC in
the future.”

PRCC increases minimum hourly wage for workers
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President’s list announced for 2017 fall semester 
Students who recorded 4.0 grade

point averages for the fall 2017 se-
mester have been named to the
Presidentís List at Pearl River
Community College.

They are listed by hometowns: 
Bassfield - Makiyah Washington.
Bay St. Louis - Courtney

LeighAnn Cassell, Taylor Lee,
Michael Poupart, Jerrod Rigby.

Beaumont - Mallori Johnna
Dykes, Labriska Ruth Watkins.

Biloxi - Labarron T. Bradley,
Amber Dreanna Polite.

Bogue Chitto - Mary Madeline
Dunaway. 

Brandon - Adam Joseph Minton. 
Brooklyn - Ambler Hall. 
Byram - Taylor James Anderson.
Carriere - Allison N. Berryman,

Leighton R. Cheramie, Ryan M.
Counts, Jason R. Delatte, Michael K.
Fendley, John C. Foster, Conner K.
Holston, Cheyenne K. Ingersoll,
Sierra DeAnn Jarrell, Shannon Tyler
Johnson, Gerald Hamilton Lord,
Blayne Micheal Miller, Caleb J.
Morales, Winston B. Penton, Torie
Nicole Roson, Bradley J. Sampson,
Erin E. Snider, Collin W. Spiers, Ann
Elizabeth Taggard, Carlie A. Verret,
Brooke N. Watkins, Clara India
Williams, Nathan H.Wise.

Carson - James Anthony Dyess.
Collins - Alondria S. Crosby, Karla

A. Yawn.
Columbia - Stephanie J. Ardis,

Jonathan Ryan Gibson, Heath Tyler
Greenlee, Philip R. Ham, Jared Wade
Jones, Garyn R. Miller, Madison
Maryanna Nelson, Joleeza T. Pope,
Tia C. Sims,   Kayla M. Smith. 

Diamondhead - Savannah
Hedden, Emily Ross, Isis P. Vick.

d’Iberville - Joshua Craig Diaz.
Ellisville - Bailey Alondra Smith.

Forest - Will Leslie Weaver.
Foxworth - Jeremy Matthew

Bracey, Judith E. Graham, Gregory
Morgan Green, Laken LeAnne
Patrick, Lonnie James Slocum, Abbie
S. Stringer. 

Gulfport - Morris M. Blackmon,
Dylan C. Cagle, Crystal M. Prive,
Sarah Elizabeth Simmons, Kyle
Adam Stallings, Tabitha Marie
Thompson.

Hattiesburg - Monica Amaya,
Rebecca Lynn Barrett, Thomas
Beasley, Tori Iman Blackston, Brian P.
Breland, Jon Robert Broadhead,
Amani Monet Brown, Chelsey R.
Burge, Kyla M. Burger, Jon C Carter,
Lorenzo Anthony Catlett, Sammi
Chambliss, Brett C. Clark, Taylor Ann
Clark, Michael B. Cooper, James
Randall Corley, Taylor Blake Evans,
Cole Brandon Fullen, Cecelia Marie
Garrett, Kaitlyn Alise Gory, Lyndsey
Rae Green, Arica Alden Haeusler,
Kendric J. Killings, Alfred L. Laird,
Chandler M. Lampley, Takyra Lesha,
Dusty Lewis, Erica Ann Lewis,
Cameron Blake Lott, Ivory Lowe,
Wilmer T. Lyons, Rachel L. Martin,
Justin Michael Mary, Lorina V.
Moore, Austin Morgan, Jonathan Lee
Parks, Michael Edward Pascarella,
Georgia N. Payne, Maria Eva Perez,
Laykin Cierra Posey, Lauren Mary
Sibley, Emily Kailani Mossman
Smiley, Heather Nicole Stanley,
Alexandria Raven Sterling, Zachary
Reeves Stewart, Jeffrey S. Waites,
Whitney L. Ware, Jonathan Williams,
Sean Keith Williams, Laura M.
Williamson, Tara Michelle Williamson. 

Hernando - Jeremy James.
Kiln - Kesha Nicole Bernard,

Brittany M. Colson, Jacob A. Cuevas,
Adrianna Hoda, Thomas E. Jones,
Gage M. Kennedy, Cameron S.

Necaise, Drake A. Necaise, Rylee
Dandrea Swilley.

Kokomo - Jerald Dwain Peak. 
Lake - Dylan M. Usry.
Laurel - Brittany C. Bright, Kelly

Smith.
Long Beach - Magruder Martin

O’Bannon.
Lucedale - Taylor B. Bolton,

Ramey Nicole Cochran, Alexis B.
Collier, Amber LaKeisha Helton,
Brycen Lanier Scott.

Lumberton - Matthew Dooley
Brown, Brandon B. Bullock, Jennifer
L. Cooley, Jack Richard Dilmore,
Kayla D. Jones, William A. Masters,
James R. Morris, John D. O’Brian,
Christian M. Ritter, Savanna M.
Smith, Denton L. Temple, Logan M.
Whipple. 

Magee - Molly Elizabeth McCool.
McLain - Caitlyn Penton.
Mendenhall - Macy Breanna

Green.
Moselle - Brianna M. Patterson.
Moss Point - Mackenzie Claire

Porter, James David Troutman.
Ocean Springs - Joshua Hudgins.
Pascagoula - Aaliyah Diane Loper.
Pass Christian - Hang My Truong,

Tyler K. Terwilliger.
Pearlington - Brandon J. Acker.
Perkinston - Dustin Ross Parker,

Calaina A. Ladner, Carlie Richelle
Smith, Trevor Gerald Smith,
Frederick Wegner.

Petal - Sydney Ellyn Baird, Jamie
Boss, Donovan L. Brown, William C.
Farlow, Lindsey N. Moses, Said D.
Otwane, Jennifer Alexis Pacheco,
Sonia Levon Redmon, Katlyn M.
Storey, Morgan Leigh Walley, Kate
Ward, Mardreanna Shanette Woullard. 

Picayune - Brandon T. Ashe,
Pamela Anne Badeaux, Sarah-
Ashlyn Barber, Donna E. Borchert,

Jenna Renee Burkett, Nathan
Ramsey Byrd, Maylen P. Cooke, Taia
Layne Cuevas, Cieara Ducre, Aaron
C. Dusang, Amanda T. Fendley,
Taylor D. Gregory,† Cory Keith
Guidry, Josh D. Hall, Gonathun D.
Hart, Cameron T. Hawkins, Debra G.
Howell, Rachel S. Jones, Clarence O.
Kennedy, Carson G. Landrum, Jenna
N. Larsen, Blake William James Lee,
Taylor Wayne Light, Devin Rene
Littles, Jill Martin, Katherine S.
McManus, Michael C. Mills,
Christian Gage Mitchell, Nicholas
Luke Piazza, Alyssa M. Pinero, Erik
Wallace Smith, Kayla L. Stein,
Megan Alice Stockstill, Katelyn M.
Stuart, Joshua L. Tromatore,
Madyson C. Turnage, Autumn
Mauldin Votano, Brady Keith
Warden, Jordan S. Williamson.

Poplarville - Rachel E. Barras, Sye
Garrett Blossman, Darlene W. Burge,
Jourdyn K. Cowart, Sydni N. Crain,
Emma Katherine Culliver, Robert
Thomas Ford, Joshua K. Gentry,
McKinsy C. Harris, Cameron B.
Jackson, Alysha Annie Ladner, Tyler
Lawrence Ladner, Lisa W. LeFebvre,
Katilyn Nicole Mason, Victoria
McMurray, Bailey K. Morris,
Aloysius F. Neff, Phoebe G. Nix,
Justin Charles Oliver, Alfredo Miguel
Silva, Jared L. Smith, Rustin Kade
Smith, Sarah Jean Hicks Smith,
Dalton Hank Spiers, Kelsey E.
Strahan, Joshua K. Tribble, Tamantha
(Tammy) Dawn Williams, Aubrey
Katherine Witsell. 

Purvis - Christopher L. Barron,
Christopher Blake Bourn, Michael A.
Breland, James Travis Bryant,
William Coston, Riley Aritt Davis,
Brittany Dillender, Michael W.
Evans, Travis Adam Evans, Dylan C.
Forbes, Baleigh E. Ford, Jonathan C.

Geddes, Nathan B. Hartfield, Cody S.
Hudson, Faith B. Lee, Logan D.
Lovdahl, Hunter Mitchell, Melissa D.
Novak, Jason R. Penton, Victor
Powell, Lauren Shoemake, Zachary
J. Tuck, Shelby V. Wilborn.

Redwood - Jordan S. Lee.
Richton - Krista Noel Byrd, Cody

R. Garner, Abigail Maria Henderson,
Kristina Elizabeth Stinson, Jamison
Hunter Thornton. 

Sandy Hook - Bailey A. Fornea,
Dakota Thomas.

Saucier - Brandon Jay Hoguem,
Cody A, Palmer.

Summit - John Michael Taylor.
Sumrall - Tanner S. Aultman,

Kalyn L. Davis, Amanda Carol
Dearman, Casiano Estrada,   Paul
James Gares, Gabriela Garza, Tamara
Nicole Gurley, Reagan Ramey
Jefcoat, Nathanael Jeremy Lowe,
Jarrod Parker Shuck. 

Terry - Dillon Martin.
Tylertown - Heather McElveen,

Jonah R. Wood.
Vancleave - Julia Beth Malcom. 
Walnut - Kevin Dewayne Wells. 
Waveland - Haley Good.
Wiggins - Kaylin L. Hickman,

Sable Miranda Sanders.
Out-of-state students
Semmes, Ala. - Scarlet Burge.
Pensacola, Fla. - Samuel Lakeith

Maye.
Angie, La. - Blair O. Magee.
Bogalusa, La. - Candace Tiara

Fairley, Anna-Maria B. Medrano.
Franklinton, La. - Angel Elaine

Altentaler.
Madisonville, La. - Corey Michael

McAllister.
Pearl River, La. - Raven Lucille

Mayfield.
Slidell, La. - Lane Christian

Bolner, Nicholas J. Breland.

Associate Degree in Nursing graduates 

Pearl River Community College awarded pins and diplomas Dec. 11, to 38 students who
completed the two-year associate degree in nursing program. They are, first row from
left, Amy Archer of Carriere, Marissa Baker of Poplarville, Melissa Bobbitt of Kiln, Kasie
Burr of Picayune, Daizha Dillon of Foxworth, Charmin Edwards of Hattiesburg, Lisette
Fayard of Picayune, Katherine Ferguson of Poplarville, Jessica Gabrielle of Picayune,
Courtney Gerald of Columbia, Morgan Glidewell of Carriere; second row, Krystal Graham
and Breanna Herndon, both of Poplarville, Meagan Hutchinson of Foxworth, Jaren
Johnson of Poplarville, Leigha Keaton of Bogalusa, La., Terri Kinler of Carriere, Christie

Lanier and Seth Lebert of Hattiesburg, Megan LeDuff of Carriere, Melanie Linton of
Hattiesburg, Jamie Lytwn of Slidell, La., Victoria Marisco of Poplarville; third row, Jeffrey
Marshall of Purvis, Lara McDonald of Hattiesburg, Danielle McGill of Lumberton, Victoria
Powell of Picayune, Laura Roche, Robert Schwab and Georgie Sessions, all of Carriere;
Abbie Stringer of Foxworth, Holly Thomas of Bogalusa, La., Kimberly Travis of Petal,
Jessica Van Buren and Autumn Votana, both of Picayune, and Kaitlyn Wilson of Slidell,
La. Not pictured are Ternisha Binion of Hattiesburg and Megan Northrup of Poplarville.
PRCC Public Relations photo

Associate degree nursing students inducted into the Beta Mu chapter of Alpha Delta Nu
honor society at Pearl River Community College are, front from left, Danielle McGill of
Lumberton, Lara McDonald of Hattiesburg, Victoria Powell of Picayune, and Kimberly
Travis of Petal; back row, Terri Kinler of Carriere, Katherine Ferguson of Poplarville,
Jeffrey Marshall of Purvis and Robert Schwab of Carriere.

PRCC nursing students
complete ADN program

Thirty eight associate degree nursing stu-
dents at Pearl River Community College re-
ceived pins and diplomas Dec. 11, in a cere-
mony at the Brownstone Center for the Arts.

They are now eligible to take the licensure
exam to be registered nurses.

“You have earned the right to be here,” said
Dr. Karen Baxter, ADN department chair.
“No one gave you this.”

Eight of the graduates were inducted earlier
in the day into the Beta Mu chapter of Alpha
Delta Nu honor society. They are Katherine
Ferguson of Poplarville, Jeffrey Marshall of
Purvis, Lara McDonald of Hattiesburg,
Danielle McGill of Lumberton, Victoria
Powell of Picayune, Kimberly Travis of Petal,
who earned a practical nursing degree from
PRCC in 2012; Terri Kinler and Robert
Schwab, both of Carriere.

“To be sitting here as the best of the best has
to be exciting,” PRCC President Dr. Adam
Breerwood told them. “You have distin-
guished yourself, separated yourself.”

Dr. Arlene Jones, PRCC director of nursing
education, presented awards and recognized
graduates who are members of the
Mississippi Organization for Students of

ADN (MOSA).
Autumn Votano of Picayune received the

academic excellence award; Abbie Stringer of
Foxworth, patient care award; Charmin
Edwards of Hattiesburg, the PRCC Wildcat
Nursing Award given to a student who perse-
vered despite obstacles.

Receiving cords signifying their MOSA
membership were Ferguson, Kinler,
McDonald, McGill, Powell, Schwab, Travis,
Marissa Baker of Poplarville, Seth LeBert of
Hattiesburg, Megan LeDuff of Carriere and
Jamie Lytwn of Slidell, La. 

Also graduating were Amy Archer, Morgan
Glidewell, Laura Roche and Georgie
Sessions, all of Carriere; Krystal Graham,
Breanna Herndon, Jaren Johnson, Victoria
Marisco and Megan Northrop, all of
Poplarville; Ternisha Binion, Christie Lanier
and Melanie Linton, all of Hattiesburg; Kasie
Burr, Lisette Fayard, Jessica Gabrielle and
Jessica Van Buren, all of Picayune; Diazha
Dillon and Meagan Hutchinson, both of
Foxworth; Leigha Keaton and Holly Thomas,
both of Bogalusa, La., Melissa Bobbit of
Kiln, Courtney Gerald of Columbia and
Kaitlyn Wilson of Slidell, La.

Graduates of the Respiratory Care Therapy program at
Pearl River Community College’s Forrest County Center
received their diplomas and pins during a ceremony on
Dec. 7 in the multipurpose room at the Forrest County
Center in Hattiesburg. They include from left: First row -
Tierra Wilson of Purvis, Macy Green of Mendenhall,
Grenetta Edwards and Janay Morin, both of Hattiesburg;
Shelby Perry of Sumrall, Indica Jones of Hattiesburg,
Amanda Griggs of Sumrall and Ragan Brister of Jayess.
Back row - Colt Waller of Pass Christian, Anna Cooley
of Leakesville, Ritchie Reed of Carriere, Brianna
Patterson of Moselle, Kelzie Lanham of Sumrall, Morgan
Walley of Petal, David Grant of Summit and Stacey
Gunter of Soso. Lori Anderson is Respiratory Therapy
department chair. Instructors are Teena Mitchell and
Frances Wright. PRCC Public Relations photo.

2017 Respiratory 
Therapy graduation
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Dean’s list announced for 2017 fall semester 
Pearl River Community College

has released the Deanís List for the
fall 2017 semester. Students must
maintain a grade point average of 3.4
or higher to be named to the list. 

They are listed by hometowns:
Bassfield - Antwon M. Jefferson,

Lashonda Ann Myers, NiJah Jenise
Pace.

Bay St. Louis - Brad J. Bordes,
Chelsie Clark, Jessica Clark, Lydia
Marisol Cruz, Charles William Davis,
Dalton G. Dore, Kirsten S. Furr,
Steven J. Ingersoll, Iliana Marisol
Iniguez, Levi J. Knight, Katherine
Tomeny Kurtz, Samantha Marie
McKee, Jordan Hunter Thomas.

Beaumont - Ebony Bradley, Emma
E. Cochran, Haleigh D. Pierce. 

Biloxi - Olivia M. Holley, Tisha
Nicole Radich.

Brandon - Lonnie Thomas Burrell,
Willson Tyler Stewart. 

Brookhaven - Kayla Pendleton. 
Brooklyn - Tyler James Austin,

Taylor Morgan Barefoot, Raegan N.
Kearley, Christian H. Rushing. 

Byram - Alexandria Elyse
Redfield.

Canton - Khmall Jemarcus
Norwood.

Carriere - Alejandra Alcantara
Amado, Owen Michael Alvarado,
Grisela Marina Amado-Somerville,
Madison Lee Arabie, Christian John
Arcement, Taylor Lynn Autin,
Lawrence D. Barnes, Rebecca Lee
Barrett, Alison N. Beasley, Patrick
Joseph Beasley, Elizabeth A. Benton,
Jessie Victoria Besanson, Baylie
Michelle Billiot, Trinity N. Billiot,
Jenny Kaitlyn Bond, Elizabeth
Annelise Boquet, Stephen Cody
Breland, William R. Brignac,
Matthew W. Brockhaus, Allie B.
Cooper, William Myles Deets, Kaitlin
L. Farmer, Shelby Anne Farris,
Raymond S. Garcia, Jacob L. Golden,
Ashley Marie Graeter, Amanda D.
Green, Amber E. Hodnett, Dalton R.
Howe, Deanna Marie Jackson,
Juliana S. Jordan, Brittany Nechole
Kennedy, Kaylynn Alexis Lange,
Mallory N. Linden, Allison R. Lott,
Libby C. Lumpkin, William Truett
Marshall, Halle Jo Melone, Margaret
A. Morrison, Julian L. OíConnor,
Shelley Marie Parker-Marengo,
Autumn N. McNeely, Matthew James
Miller, Jordan N. Pitts, Alexander G.
Raay, Ritchie R. Reed, Jacob Keith
Rester, Kevin A. Rivers, Kenneth
Roseburrough, Timothy L. Roson,
Kaitlin M. Rutledge, David M. Salser,
Robert Louis Schwab, Heather Marie
Smith, Courtney LeeAnne Sones,
Adam Michael Spiers, Austin Strain,
Micaela Lynn Thigpen, Hannah M.
Weir, Stephen K. Wetzel, Levi J.
White, Jesse David Williams, John
Richard Wimbrow.

Carson - Melanie L. Daley.
Cleveland - William D.

Whittington.
Columbia - Jonathan Baylis,

Emmanuel Buckley, Layken S.
Carney, Wiley W. Cleland, Katelynn
E. Franklin, Jeni E. Garcia, Lenis J.
Garcia Guzman, Joy R. Gibson,
Damon Web Griffith, Cameron V.
Havard, Heather N. Hicks, Luke
Matthew Jeanfreau, Cody B. King,
Cary Lee, Morgan Whitney Maxwell,
Tyas R. Owens, Andrew Russell
Palmeri, Natasha S. Pierson, Lesley
M. Polk, Faith K. Prats, David J.
Rollins, Benjamin B. Rushing, Sarah
L. Soldi, Devin Stogner, Cody

Randall Trigg, Ashton Mary Watts. 
Corinth - Huong Thi Thanh Pham.
Courtland - Ladarrius J. Rudd.
Diamondhead - Marsha S.

Alexander, Samuel A. Buras, Michael
R. Cavataio, Candice Horne Cox,
Chase M. Freeman, Leigh Ann
Gallagher, Elizabeth K. Glenn,
Kirsten Leigh Henley, Alexandria C.
Irias, Elizabeth Alexis Jenkins, Daniel
William Munyan. 

d’Iberville - Amber N. Trochesset. 
Ellisville - Emily Rosemand

Norwood. 
Foxworth - Brittany L. Hunt,

Meagan D. Hutchinson, Kelly Martin
Jr., Casey Leann McKenzie, Selena
Lynn Morgan, Alandra C. Patterson,
Kristina Denise Rogers, Carly Noelle
Thornhill, Treves D. Trahan. 

Gautier - Jordan A. Mims. 
Grenada - Marquita Natalya

Tidwell.
Gulfport - Kevin Tremayne Carter,

Morgan Jessica Griebel, Kaley
Michelle Hammett, Alana Cristine
Lattin, Walker Dean Leathers,
Elizabeth McCaffrey, Terri L.
McCanless, Anna L. Nguyenm Kelly
Erin North Lee, Garrett Ross Pittman,
Juan Jesus Reyes, LaKesha Michelle
Richardson, Shaun A. South, Kerri
Ann Talley, LaShayzha Toshiun
Thompson. 

Hattiesburg - Thaddeus P.
Barncastle, Deena Leigh Barnes,
Jordan R. Barnette, Stephen B. Beane,
Destiny Nicole Benson, Alice Page
Bishop, Matthew Charles Bond,
Megan Renee Breland, Ashley Nicole
Brock, Marc T. Bullock, Robert
Michael Butts, Katherine Cave,
Michael Branson Clark, Molly A.
Crabtree, Robert Maxwell Crawford,
Devan Halla Culpepper, Dozier M.
Davis, Cantrel Deloach, Amber I.
Downs, William Tyler Dubose, Noel
Garrett Ebbert, Tyler Andrew
Fiveash, Taylor M. Friend, Chandra T.
Gaines, Narkita M. Gammage, Nyah
TreíYanna Govan, Kalil Sanchez
Gray, Camary N. Green, James S.
Green, Jessie Gutierrez, Bryce A.
Hall, Xavier Lee Harlan, Murilo
Hartrumpf, Rashad Davon Hogan,
Samuel E. Hudson, Jereion D.
Jackson, Christina Marie Jimenez,
Shermedria D. Johnson, Tyrinda R.
Johnson, Daniel Todd Jones, Anthony
D. Keyes, Trevor C. Keys, Miley
Logan Kilsby, Robert James B. King,
William E. Kohli, Hannah D. Lee,
Will C. Lee, Dustin Loftin, William
C. Lofton, Chandler A. Mantooth,
Jackson W. Mapp, Jasmine Antonia
Marin, April K. Martin, Hettie M.
Miller, Janay Lakenya Morin,
Samantha N. Nicholson, Jennifer
Nicole Paige, Tim Polley, David P.
Reynolds, Tanakia Nakiea
Richardson, Ashley Marie Roblin,
Bryce G. Roe, Eric Tyler Rosenvall,
Ned Rushing, Grace Danielle
Sanders, Jeri Suzanne Sanders,
Xavier Santellanes, Aleceia
Alexandria Seals, Isabel Sendra,
Payton Matthew Seyfarth, Sydney H.
Shoemake, Alexis Danielle Smith,
Ashley M. Smith, Chiquita Montrice
Smith, Danielle Lauren Smith,
Kennedy Nicole Smith, Jessie Renee
Stevens, Ashlynn Ilene Stuart, Allison
Leigh Sullivan, Amber R. Sullivan,
Larry Sutton, Ra’Jean K. Tatum,
Kylie Arionna Terrell, Vera E.
Thacker, Marshall Austin Thornhill,
Allison Marie Thurman, Kacey
Michele Toney, JoHelen Katie Trisler,

Destiny Hope Vanderslice, Charles A.
Vines, James Marcus Wilkinson,
Jelea M. Williams, Christian D.
Williamson, Natalie Lauren Woo,
Brandon Charles Woods, Erika
Leeann Woullard, Nikeyah Z.
Youngblood. 

Heidelberg - Jasmine McGill.
Jackson - Henri Borne III, Kelvin

Lovett.
Kiln - Erin Denise Amacker, Colby

Keith Betz, Taylor Nichole Boehrns,
Samantha Garrett, Caroline Susan
Grafe, Amanda Danielle Green, Kelly
M. Henley, DaRae Jalynn Ladner,
Rachel R. Ladner, David Channing
Prine, Trever W. Serpas, Steven
Joseph Warran, DeJuan LaDaruis
Williams.

Kokomo - Jasmine N. Rosado. 
Lake - Deyton W. Lingle. 
Lakeshore - Marley M. Hicks. 
Laurel - Raeleigh M. Bradley,

Eriana Buckley, Kyle Stewart Estess,
Shelby Ryan Lowery, Taylor E.
Manning, Kenneth M. Smith, Ethan
S. Spier, Alexis Brianna Stroud. 

Leakesville - Anna M. Cooley,
Lillian P. McArn, Melanie Elizabeth
Snyder, Mary G. Turner, Mekayla H.
Williams.

Lena - Pamela Sha Pope. 
Long Beach - Dallas Darlene

Blaker, Courtney Ann Miller, Britton
R. Ross.  

Lucedale - Cecily M. Holliman,
Martie N. McLeod.

Lumberton - Rachel N. Carlisle,
Joe C. Edwards, Allison Marie Hale,
Angela K. Hemba, Jewel Jenkins,
Matthan Jenkins, Micah L. Jenkins,
Tyrese W. Jinner, Rachel Abigail
Johnson, Rebecca Kelly, Zachary S.
Knue, Shawn Michael Ladner,
Connor Scott McElhenney, Keanna
C. Messa, Michael A. Mutters, Queila
Rejane Schmidt Ramos, Dakota
Glenn Skaggs, Sara Rachael Stanton,
Autumn D. Terry. 

Magee - Joshua OíNeal Milton. 
McComb - Christion S. Wilbert.
McHenry - Jackie Jo Neal. 
Mendenhall - Austin Frank Odom,

Hannah L. Sykes.
Meridian - Colson Luke Harper,

Trey Dylan McClinton, Neeosha
Shmyra Ruffin. 

Moselle - Logan Brady Carr.
Moss Point - Ilyssa-Leigh Easton,

Sarah L. Havens, Kayla M. Nobles,
Mia Monique Richardson, Reis M.
Trager, Sarah Helen Walden.  

Natchez - Hope Elizabeth Johnson. 
New Augusta - Emily Erin

Elizabeth Malone, Raevin Ashley
Wade. 

Ocean Springs - Karsen Renee
Gildea, Rylee Orell Foster.  

Olive Branch - Brittney R. Frazier. 
Pachuta - Joseph J. Howze,

Jennifer Lynn Parker. 
Pascagoula - Brian L. Wright.
Pass Christian - Caleigh Jade Ball,

Vincent Dale Canoy, Justin Irias,
Calynn D. Ladner, Jimmie William
Toler, Colt D. Waller.

Pearlington - Cabrein D. Bell,
Mallory, Paige Munson, Samuel J.
Palode. 

Perkinston - Heidi C. Barrios,
Catherine Elizabeth Grace, Genesis
M. Palmer, Logan Scott Pierce,
Heather Roberts, Jared W. Spiers,
John P. Young. 

Petal - Kayla Keana Barnes, Camri
Brooke Blalock, Cody A. Cameron,
Daley Malynn Clearman, Katherine
Ferguson, Alpha O. Garcia, David

Keith Grant, Haden H. Holloway,
Arzaver Jarqutez Lang, Landis
Michelle Lee, Margaret Nicole Lee,
Abigail D. Lowry, Gregory M.
McClain, Lauren Nicole McGraw,
Haley Breann McSwain, JaNiya
Iternity Montgomery, Susan L.
Morgan, Lauryl Leigh Nguyen,
Alexis N. Owens, Katelyn M. Pearce,
Destiny Ravae Rogers, Renee A.
Saavedra, Robin Amanda Smith,
Omar Rojas Tranquilino, Kimberly A.
Weaver, Emilie Lane Williams,
Nathan Joseph Wylie, John Mark
Yawn. 

Picayune - Noah H. Aguilera,
Brittany M. Andrews, Tiffany L.
Arnaud, Lauryn Arthur, Tristan T.
Baggett, Hailey N. Bernard, Raven R.
Bridges, Brittany A. Call, Glenn M.
Celino, Connor Trent Davis, Rylee M.
Dawsey, George Bernard DeDual III,
Khaleb Emanuelle Duhon, Kathleen
Paige Duplessis, Kyle Austin Guidry,
Toni R. Haynes, John Perrodin Hays,
Hunter Holifield, Kathryn Rae Irvin,
Quincy D. Jones, Airick B. Landry,
Emily Rose Lane, Trenton Lee, Holly
Lynn Martinolich, Taylor Rose
Martinolich, Benjamin McConnell,
Rachel Nicole McDonald, Brittany
McLaurin, Abigail C. Montgomery,
Isiah Rashard Myles, Jacob M.
Namias, Caitlin Louise Newman,
Clay Martin Overby, Christy R.
Packwood, Hannah E. Purvis, Ashley
L. Randall, Ashley Nichole
Randazzo, Jake T. Runyan, Alexandra
Anne Samples, Cameron R. Sharkey,
Heather A. Shows, Camryn S. Smith,
Kimberly D. Spiers, Samaria O.
Stevenson, Jessica M. Toney, Kaylee
R. Townsend, Caitlyn Vance, Benito
Vazquez, Cheryl D. Wagner, Pamela
J. Wallace, Sarah Renee Whitworth,
Allison Makayla Wilson, Calvin
Wood, Paige Ann Woodburn.

Poplarville - Seth G. Colson,
Canton J. Comardelle, Layken S.
Alber, Marissa R. Baker, Hunter
Bryant Clark, Brittany L. Dardar,
Dylan Todd Dunaway, Anthony W.
Duncan, Kaitlin Nicole Entrekin,
Katherine Bellan Ferguson, Tyler R.
Fricke, Floyd Dean Gay, Katrina
Elisabeth Grahn, Kolby T. Havard,
Kaleb J. Hines, Abbigayle L.
Holliday, Christine E. Hook, Andrew
W. Howard, Callie Anna Johnson,
Cody Allen Johnson, Christian
Destiny Jordan, Lena Marie Kinder,
Daniel W. Knoll, Jaci A. Ladner,
Ondrea R. Ladner, Jessica D.
Lambert, Corrina Jean Law, Kayla
Ashley Lumpkin, Colleen Rose
Mensi, Tiffany Jones Nelson, Brittany
R. Northrop, Rodney O. Poole,
Zachery T. Rice, Addison B. Saucier,
Jeffrey Wayne Saunders, Emily M.
Seal, David M. Sim, Addison L.
Smith, Evan T. Smith, Hunter Kurt
Smith, Regan Amanda Smith, Turan
C. Smith, Madison Alana Stanford,
Kymberly R. Stringfellow, Harlee J.
Stuart, Willa C. Sumrall, Tyler Jacob
Welch, Brittany Nicole Wilkins. 

Prentiss - Diltasia Baylous, Wendy
Terrianna Hathorn.

Purvis - Breana M. Arnold, Casey
Leanne Boone, Emily Dawn Branan,
Chantel C. Breland, Destin D. Brock,
Charlie O. Burge, Garon Milton Carr,
Tammy Marie DoNascimento,
Ashley Elizabeth Engert, Rachel
Grace Engle, Kaitlin Cierra Gipson,
Robert Gmerek, Derek Freeman
Hayes, Tyler J. Keen, Ross M. Koop,
Justin Wendell Lee, Taylor Renee

McCarter, Cayla A. McClelland,
Kaitlyn Merrifield, Thomas L.
Mitchell, Richard Dale Moore,
Charlie R. Pardew, Cherri L. Parker,
Patrick E. Peerboom, Cameron R.
Stewart.

Raleigh - Shemar Deonte Page.
Richton - Seth Allen Clark,

Cameron Alan Ford, Haley J. Mabile,
Mary Ann McSwain, Jasmine
Marrietta Reed.

Roxie - Miranda Shelby Allen,
Kayla Elizabeth McNutt.

Sandy Hook - Sawyer Keith
Barber, Brandi N. Crawford, Alexis
Nicole Newman.

Saucier - Madison L. Bosarge,
Jessica M. Parker, Ashley M.
Terwilliger. 

Seminary - Hana L. Pitts. 
Silver Creek - Gabriel J. Erison.  
Soso - Stacey Gunter. 
State Line - Noah Alexander

Lewis. 
Stringer - Kirk McLeod Williams.
Summit - Kristen H. Dillon Beard,

Henderson Cunningham.
Sumrall - Cody O. Broom, Carmen

J. Douglas, Taylor M. Dyess, Demi
Goolsby, Zachary P. Hicks, Kaylan
Alexis Inmon, Herman K. Lanham,
Hanna P. Lofton, Torian J. Miller,
Sarah J. Ogden, Shelby Lee Perry,
Logan R. Ratkowiak, Hailey F. Reid,
Jaclyn M. Standley, Samuel C.
Stanley, Danin Drew Traylor, Nathan
Forrest Young. 

Taylorsville - Josiah Raysionne
Hicks.

Tylertown - Charles D. Brewer,
Bobby Merriel Ginn, Rachel L. Hill,
Sebrina Nicole Innocent,   Rebekah
Lynn Meyers, Roger Nicks. 

Walnut - William Cody-Ray Wells. 
Water Valley - Austin Taylor

McCluskey.
Waveland - Delina C. Booth,

Eddie Demond Chaney, Kimberlynn
Marie Ellspermann, Bryce Daniel
Ferrell, Jaime Rain Hirstius,
Kaderryah C. Luckett, Arianna
Meghann Selg, Courtney Lynn
Tanguis.

Waynesboro - Brooklyn Jade
Smith.

Wiggins - Nekida Y. Galloway,
Sarah K. Nations, Jordan Michael
Shoemake, Makayla D. Simmons.

Out-of-state students
Blountstown, Fla. - Derek Andrew

Eberly.
Stuart, Fla. - Vanessa Isabel

Graham.
Canton, Ga. - Justin Mayer Agner.
Angie, La. - Allison Elise Stuart.
Bogalusa, La. - Jackson Alexander

Kellar, Tyler Lane Milner, Manuel A.
Ramos.

Clinton, La. - Lindsey Reneeí
Hooge.

Franklinton, La. - Stephanie C.
Crowe, Trey A. Cooper, Lori Ann
Johnson.

Houma, La. - Miranda Carnes.
Mandeville, La. - Brodey Dominic

Ibert.
Pearl River, La. - Dustin Alan

Crawford, John Alfred Hecht, Skylar
Elaine Landor, Caitlin R. Sixkiller.

Ponchatoula, La. - Simon Landry.
Slidell, La. - Seth Joseph Davis,

Wanda Ann Hurst Maloid, India M.
Shealey.

International students
Leicester, England - Joseph E.

Elliott
Athenry, Galway, Ireland - James

Oliver Dempsey.

Graduates of the Practical Nursing program at Pearl River
Community College’s Poplarville campus received their
diplomas and pins during a ceremony on Dec. 7 in the
multipurpose room at the Forrest County Center. Pictured
from left are: Front row - Camille Killough RN, MSN in-
structor; Taylor Hood of Picayune, Katie Piercy of Carriere,
and Wilmer Lyons and Amani Brown, both of Hattiesburg.
Standing - Kyla Burger of Hattiesburg, Jewlia Peoples and
Amanda Fendley, both of Picayune; Lindsay Moses of
Hattiesburg and Savannah Hair of Petal. 

Graduates of the surgical technology program at
Pearl River Community College’s Forrest County
Center received their diplomas and pins during a
ceremony on Dec. 7 at the multipurpose room on
the Forrest County Center. They are from left:
Front row - Kylie Dawsey of Picayune, Michelle
Jaynes of Petal, Savannah Holloway of Sumrall,
Eloise Ladner of Poplarville, Preslee Reid of
Tylertown and Shelby Sanford of Petal. Back row
- Tammy Allhoff, program director; Reuben
Hanberry of Picayune, Haley Hartzog of Kokomo,
Alexis Pace of Hattiesburg, Tara Walker of
Wiggins, Emmage Aguilard of Picayune, Mitchell
Carley of Petal and instructor Lori Little. PRCC
Public Relations photo.

2017 PRCC Surgical
Tech graduation

2017 PRCC Practical
Nursing graduation
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Yesteryears
Yesteryears
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Pearl River Community College MuseumPearl River Community College Museum
  In 1914, Pearl River County led the nation in school consolidation. By In 1914, Pearl River County led the nation in school consolidation. By 
1916, the county won a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation that provided a 1916, the county won a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation that provided a 
Model County School program, the prototype borrowed from the Danish folk Model County School program, the prototype borrowed from the Danish folk 
school system. PRCAHS (now PRCC) was the center of operations for this school system. PRCAHS (now PRCC) was the center of operations for this 
program which was tested at only one other county in Maryland. This pro-program which was tested at only one other county in Maryland. This pro-
gram paved the way for the school’s innovative spirit that ultimately led to the gram paved the way for the school’s innovative spirit that ultimately led to the 
addition of freshman college classes the year after the Model County School addition of freshman college classes the year after the Model County School 
program ended. This move led to a request of the legislature to legitimize the program ended. This move led to a request of the legislature to legitimize the 
addition of college classes to the school’s curriculum which was enacted as addition of college classes to the school’s curriculum which was enacted as 
Senate bill #78, later that school year (‘21-‘22), which later led to the founding Senate bill #78, later that school year (‘21-‘22), which later led to the founding 
of the nations fi rst state system of publicly funded junior colleges.of the nations fi rst state system of publicly funded junior colleges.

The museum is located next to Pearl River Hall and across from Jefferson Davis HallThe museum is located next to Pearl River Hall and across from Jefferson Davis Hall
Museum hours for the fall 2017 semester are as follows:Museum hours for the fall 2017 semester are as follows:

Monday 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.Monday 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Tuesday 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.  -  Wednesday 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.Tuesday 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.  -  Wednesday 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Thursday 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.Thursday 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.Friday 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.

The museum is also available to open for special events. Groups or classes that are planning to visit The museum is also available to open for special events. Groups or classes that are planning to visit 
the museum should be scheduled in advance.  Call museum director Ronn Hague at 601-403-1316 the museum should be scheduled in advance.  Call museum director Ronn Hague at 601-403-1316 
for more information or to schedule your group.for more information or to schedule your group.

The Pearl River Community College Development Foundation and Alumni Association
surprised Verlene Cole of Oak Grove with the decision to name the Alumni House in her
honor. Pictured with her at a Dec. 7 dinner on campus are, from left, Foundation director
Ernie Lovell, Foundation chairman Francis Herrin and Dr. Adam Breerwood, PRCC presi-
dent. PRCC Public Relations photo

PRCC names building
in honor of Verlene Cole

The offices of the Pearl River Community
College Development Foundation and Alumni
Association have been named in honor of
Verlene Cole of Oak Grove.

College officials announced the decision
Dec. 7 at a dinner sponsored by the
Development Foundation.

“She means the world to us,” said foundation
director Ernie Lovell.

Cole, 85, was a Pearl River student in 1949-
51.

“You will live on our campus forever,” PRCC
President Dr. Adam Breerwood told Cole.
“Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.”

The announcement took Cole by surprise. 
“I feel very honored,” she said. “I never

thought an old lady like me deserved anything
like that. I told Adam and Ernie that what I did
for the college was for my own satisfaction and
not to gain recognition. I’m just overwhelmed
with it. It’s the most special thing that’s ever
happened to me.”

Verlene Norton enrolled at Pearl River in the
fall of 1949, planning to become an elementary
school teacher. She played basketball, worked

in the registrar’s office and joined the Wesley
Foundation and the Math Club. She received
the college’s Citizenship Award her sophomore
year.

After graduation, she took a temporary job at
First National Bank of Hattiesburg to earn tu-
ition money. But the pay of $142 a month was
so good, she never left the bank and was the
first female promoted to officer in 1970. By the
time Cole retired in 1989, the bank had become
Bancorp South and she was first vice president.

Cole helped form the Forrest-Lamar chapter
of the PRCC Alumni Association and continues
to be an active member. She served on the
Development Foundation board from 2005
until earlier this year, serving as chairman in
2009-10. The Alumni Association awarded
Cole the Distinguished Service Award in 2005
and the Alumnus of the Year Award in 2009.

She funds scholarships through the
Development Foundation and the scholarship
given annually by the Forrest-Lamar Alumni
Chapter is named for her.

Cole and her late husband, Harry, are the par-
ents of a daughter, Linda.

Pearl River Community College’s Board
of Trustees has elected new officers for the
next two years.

Alan Dedeaux, of Kiln, a Hancock
County representative on the 16-member
governing board since 2008, takes over as
chairman. Dedeaux is the Hancock County
School District’s superintendent of educa-
tion.

“It has been an honor and pleasure serving
as a Pearl River Community College board
member for the past 10 years,” said
Dedeaux. “The values and traditions of the
College continue to make PRCC stand out
as we look forward.The students, staff and
administration at PRCC are continuing to
pave the way in establishing the future of
community college education.”

Dedeaux replaces
Alan Lumpkin of
Carriere, superin-
tendent of education
for Pearl River
County, who has re-
signed from the
board of trustees. He
is replaced by assis-
tant superintendent
Missy Holston, a
PRCC alumnus who
previously served on

the board of trustees
from 2010-11.

PRCC President Adam Breerwood
thanked Lumpkin for his years of service on
the board and for providing “superior lead-
ership the last two years as chairman. He has
represented the college well.”

Dedeaux began his education career in
1983 as a teacher and coach in the Harrison
County School District. He has also served
as a teacher, coach and administrator in the
Picayune and Hancock County school dis-
tricts. He graduated from Hancock North
Central High School and has education de-
grees from Mississippi College (B.S., 1983)
and William Carey University (Masters,
1993).

The board also elected Tess Smith of
Sumrall, Lamar County superintendent of
education and a member of the board since
2014, vice chairman. 

M.L. “Sonny” Knight is the board secre-
tary. He has been a member of the board
since 1995.

Dedeaux takes over as chair 
of PRCC Board of Trustees

Pearl River Community College President
Adam Breerwood (right) presents a plaque to
Alan Lumpkin of Carriere, who completed a
two-year term as chairman of the PRCC
Board of Trustees in December. Lumpkin has
been on the board since 2012.

Dedeaux

Due to the Mardi Gras holiday, the Feb.13
meeting has been moved to Feb. 6. Due to the
college’s week-long spring break, the March 13
meeting has been moved to March 6.

Dr. Breerwood praised PRCC athletes for their
classroom performance during the fall semester.
Four of the school’s eight sports are boasting a
team grade-point average over 3.0. The Wildcat
softball team led the way with a team GPA of
3.57. Baseball and women’s soccer were not far
behind with a 3.46 for baseball and a 3.41 for
women’s soccer. Also, the PRCC rodeo team fin-
ished the fall with a 3.02. Individually, there were
14 Wildcat athletes who posted a perfect 4.0 in
the fall semester.

Congratulations to Donna Lunn, Dental Hygiene Technology instructor at the Forrest
County Center. She was selected to receive the December River Rewards prize, a Keurig
brewer, presented to her by Dr. Adam Breerwood on behalf of the River Rewards
Committee. The presentation includes Steve Howard (left),                 and Dr. Jana
Causey (second from left), Vice President for Forrest County Operations; both are River
Rewards Committee members.

River Rewards winner Hancock Center report
Spotlight on Adult Education

By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Assistant VP/Hancock Center

Amazing things are happening at the
Hancock County campus. 

Not just in the collegiate classrooms where
students just out of high school with freshly
printed diplomas in hand are expanding their
knowledge, but also in the Adult Education
program which has been located at the
Hancock County campus since its founding. 

While the route from high school to higher
education may be clear and direct for some stu-
dents, it is not so for others who may struggle
with academic performance, face economic
hardships, and lack the parental engagement
and adult support required to succeed in the
secondary education system. 

Fortunately, for these students, the Adult
Education program is there as a valuable sub-
stitute, in which a GED or High School
Equivalency diploma is rewarded to those who
complete the program. 

For these students, as young as 17 years old,
this program is a second chance towards a
more prosperous and fulfilling future.

In 2017, the program had 44 students earn
their diplomas, and that number is expected to
grow even more this year. 

The Adult Education instructor is Candice
Benoit. She is a former PRCC student and
completed her degree work at USM. She is
back and helping others reach their goals. 

When asked what her favorite part of her job
was, she said, “When a student earns his or her
diploma and tells me they couldn’t have done
it without me, that’s such an overwhelming
feeling. I love it!” 

To reach her, call Candice at†228-252-7010.
n Unmanned Aerial System Program at

the Hancock Center
The Hancock Center welcomes a new pro-

gram to the family. The Unmanned Aerial
System program began this semester.

The program was made possible because of
a $215,250 Career and Technical Education
Challenge Grant through the Mississippi
Community College Board. 

PRCC and Tyonek Services Overhaul
Facility at Stennis Airport in Kiln worked to-
gether to start the program. 

Classes are taught at the Hancock Center in
Waveland with lab experiences using the airport
and other places throughout Hancock County.  

Instructor Jordan Cotton brings years of U.S.
Army experience to the classroom. Going for-
ward, this program will be one of the anchor
programs at the Hancock Center.

The Adult Education instructor is Candice
Benoit, a former PRCC student

Jordan Cotton is the Unmanned Aerial
System instructor. 

PRCC closes Hancock County deal
Pearl River Community College officials took

another giant step forward Dec. 14 in planning
to build a new college in Hancock County.

The school finalized the purchase of six acres
of land at Stennis International Airport, located
adjacent to Hancock High School. The funds
came from the BP and Deepwater Horizon oil
spill money.

PRCC’s long-range plan has been to build a
new college in Hancock County in an effort to
offer higher education opportunities that would
aid local industry as well as the coastal work-
force.

In November, that goal received a $2.5 million
head start when the Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality announced that PRCC
was one of the 19 new projects that will benefit
from BP and Deepwater Horizon oil spill
money.

“This is another big step in the process,” said
PRCC President Dr. Adam Breerwood. “It has
been a goal of Pearl River Community College
for several years to establish a permanent cam-
pus location in Hancock County.

“This campus would focus on providing job
skills training, workforce development initia-
tives and higher education opportunities. There

is no greater catalyst for economic development
than a skilled and educated workforce. Pearl
River is committed to providing such opportuni-
ties. Hancock County has exceptional leadership
and the support for this project has been over-
whelming.”

According to Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, the
Hancock campus will offer post-secondary ca-
reer and technical education programs that fit the
workforce needs of the industries served.

“The new Hancock facility will offer local res-
idents outstanding education opportunities while
providing the area an advantage over its compe-
tition because it would allow the region and even
the state to engage in workforce-on-demand by
creating a pipeline that perfectly lines up with
jobs created by this industry,” said Alsobrooks. 

Breerwood said the next step will be to secure
additional funding before the building process
can begin.

“Geographically Hancock County is posi-
tioned in an ideal location to attract business and
industry from around the world,” he said. 

“This land purchase is another investment for
construction of a workforce development center,
another  step in securing the required job skills
for those recruitment opportunities.”
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At Delta State University, being a college student is a hands-on experience: 
flying commercial planes and drones, creating art, operating world-class 

recording studios, learning to save lives, and more. Delta State 
consistently ranks among the best in the nation for affordability. 

Come find your place in the #DSUFamily.

WWW.DELTASTATE.EDU • 1.800.GO.TO.DSU
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 2018 PRCC WILDCAT

 BASEBALL SCHEDULE

Day Date Opponent Time Location

Friday Feb. 16th Southeastern CC (Iowa) 1:00 (1x9) Poplarville, MS

Friday Feb. 16th Nunez CC 6:30 (1x7) Poplarville, MS 

Wednesday Feb. 21st Pensacola State 1:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS

Saturday Feb. 24 Bishop State 12:00 (9x7) Mobile, AL

Tuesday Feb. 27th Jeff Davis 1:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS

Sunday March 4th Illinois Central CC 12:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS

Tuesday March 6th Faulkner State 1:00 (9x7) Bay Minette, AL 

Sunday March 11th Spoon River CC (IL) 7:00 (2x7) Poplarville, MS 

Wednesday March 14th Nunez CC 4:00 (9x7) Chalmette, LA

Saturday March 17th Northwest MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Senatobia, MS 
Tuesday March 20th Baton Rouge CC (LA) 3:00 (9x7) Baton Rouge, LA

Saturday March 24th Northeast MS CC 12:00 (9x7) Booneville, MS 
Tuesday March 27th Ms Gulf Coast CC 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS 
Friday March 30th Itawamba CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS 

Wednesday April 4th East Central CC 3:00 (9x7) Decatur, MS 
Saturday April 7th Meridian CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS 
Tuesday April 10th Southwest MS CC 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS 
Saturday April 14th MS Delta CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS 
Wednesday April 18th Hinds CC 3:00 (9x7) Raymond, MS 
Saturday April 21st East MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS 
Tuesday April 24th Jones County JC 4:00 (9x7) Ellisville, MS 
Saturday April 28th Holmes CC 2:00 (9x7) Goodman, MS 

Wednesday May 2nd Co-Lin CC 3:00 (2x7) Poplarville, MS 
Saturday May 5th Coahoma CC 12:00 (9x7) Clarksdale, MS 

Thurs - Fri May 10th - 11th First round Playoffs T.B.A.

Wed - Sat May 16th - 20th Region 23 Tournament T.B.A. (State Champion Host)

Sat - Sat May 26th - June 2nd NJCAA World Series Enid, Oklahoma

By STAN CALDWELL
Sports Information Director

After 52 years as a college baseball coach - 35
as a head coach - Ron Polk has seen and done
plenty, resulting in a wealth of entertaining sto-
ries.

And the former Mississippi State head man
trotted out a few of his favorites, along with an
enlightening message for young players Jan. 24
at the second annual First Pitch Dinner at Pearl
River Community College.

A crowd of more than 250, including Wildcat
baseball players, family members and guests,
attended the banquet at PRCC’s Bender
Cafeteria designed to introduce the 2018 base-
ball team to the public.

“It’s a tremendous day to be a Wildcat,” said
PRCC president Adam Breerwood in welcom-
ing the audience. “We believe our baseball pro-
gram is a microcosm of what we want to do here
at PRCC 

“We believe there are going to be special
times on the Pearl River baseball field in the fu-
ture.”

Second-year head coach Michael Avalon
praised members of his inaugural team, both
those returning this season and several who re-
turned to campus just for this event, after the
Wildcats’ 29-20 season that saw them reach the
semifinal round of the NJCAA Region 23
Tournament.

“Honestly, I didn’t know what I had when I
got here,” said Avalon. “But these kids bought
into what we were teaching them, and battled
through some adversity to succeed beyond any-
one’s expectations.”

Polk, 72, still coaches, serving as a volunteer
assistant for one of his former Bulldog players,

Brian Shoop, at UAB. PRCC was one of 27
speaking stops in 33 days for the former MSU
coach.

“I just enjoy being around the boys,” said
Polk. “These parents have to be so proud that
their kids are healthy and playing baseball at a
great program for great coaches.

“I like to tell people I have more wins in the
SEC than any other coach in any sport in histo-
ry. Of course, I also have to tell them I have
more losses than any other coach as well. And I
think I led the SEC in getting thrown out of
games (by umpires) every year.”

Polk’s record as a head coach at MSU,
Georgia and Georgia Southern was 1,373-700-
2, a winning percentage of .662. His teams qual-
ified for 23 NCAA Tournament appearances
and eight College World Series.

Besides his college coaching duties, he also
twice served as head coach of the USA National
Team, and that led him into his main theme for
his speech.

“There are so many distractions for kids
today, it is unreal,” Polk said. “We spent some
time in the Dominican Republic, which current-
ly has players who are dominating in Major
League Baseball. Why is that? One thing I be-
lieve is that you never see kids with a cell phone
in the Dominican Republic.

“Kids today are bigger, stronger and faster
than ever. Just think how they’d do without so
many distractions. I’m just an average guy,
nothing special. So how did I get where I am? I
eliminated anything that distracted me from my
goals in life.”

The Wildcats open their 2018 baseball season
on Feb. 16 with a pair of games, against
Southeastern (Iowa) at 1 p.m. and Elaine P.
Nunez (La.) at 7 p.m. 

Polk entertains, enlightens at baseball banquet

Above, former
Mississippi State
University baseball
coach Ron Polk visis
with PRCC President
Adam Breerwood. Left,
Polk offers some words
of encouragement for
PRCC sophomore
pitcher Luke Bradley of
Bay St. Louis.

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

There is good news and bad news where Pearl
River Community College baseball is con-
cerned.

The good news? PRCC returns a strong nu-
cleus of sophomores from the 2017 team that
was 29-20 overall, finished sixth in the 15-team
MACJC and advanced to the semifinal round of
the NJCAA Region 23 Tournament.

The bad news? The Wildcats won’t sneak up
on anybody the way they did last season.
However, second-year head coach Michael
Avalon likes it that way.

“I think that’s what you want, where there is
a respect for your players and your program,”
said Avalon. “You want people to come in and
say, ‘hey, we’re playing Pearl River
today, we’d better be ready.’”

Pearl River overcame some major
hurdles last season. 

The Wildcats had a new head coach
and mostly-new staff, they started the
season 0-4, they suffered a slump in
late April during which time many
players and coaches suffered the
mumps and then had to go on the
road to Itawamba for the first-round
of the MACJC playoffs.

“We overcame some major adversi-
ty last season,” Avalon said. “I mean, the state
was talking shutting us down when we had the
mumps epidemic.

“So it was humbling to see the guys buy in to
what we were teaching. I’m thankful that they
sped up the process and set the standard. If we
can get to the point every season where we’re
18 innings away from the World Series, then
that’s where we want to be.” 

The Wildcats will build around what is ex-
pected to be a deep and talented pitching staff
led by sophomore right-handers Colby White
(Foxworth) and Drake Nightengale (Sumrall).

White, who has signed with Mississippi State,
emerged as the ace of the staff last season, fin-
ishing with a 6-3 record, with five saves, an
earned-run average of 2.43 and 62 strikeouts in
55 2/3 innings.

Nightengale, who signed with Delta State in
November, 2016, was off to a sensational sea-
son, with 56 strikeouts in 31 2/3 innings before
he suffered a season-ending arm injury. He was
granted a medical redshirt and opted to return to
PRCC for a third season.

“It’s nice to have two starters of their caliber
at the top of our pitching staff,” said Avalon.

“But one of the things I’m really excited about
is that we have so much more pitching depth
than we did a year ago.”

Indeed, Avalon said he expects freshman
right-handers Miles Smith (Laurel) and Shemar
Page (Raleigh) to start the season in the pitching
rotation, and he has a veteran, sophomore lefty
Luke Bradley (Bay St. Louis), anchoring the
bullpen.

Bradley, who prepped at St. Stanislaus, was 4-
0 with three saves and a 2.45 ERA last season.

Offensively and in the field, the Wildcats will
build around sophomore first baseman Simon
Landry (Ponchatoula, La.), who signed with the
University of Houston. Landry smacked 16
home runs and drove in 46 runs last season
while batting .301.

The Wildcats will also have experience in the
middle of the infield with sophomore
transfers Scooter Ginn (Columbia),
who played for Southwest
Mississippi last season, and Derek
Eberly (Blountstown, Fla.), who
played for NJCAA Division 1 na-
tional champion Chipola (Fla.) last
year.

Freshman Wiley Cleland
(Columbia) appears set at third base,
although his versatility makes him
especially valuable.
“Derek is a headsy, knowledgeable

player, and Ginn is a kid who’s been in this
league and is just a good baseball player,” said
Avalon. “Wiley Cleland is somebody in the
middle of our order who’s a real good athlete
who can do a lot of things.

“The biggest thing offensively is we’ll be
strong and athletic. We won’t be real speedy, but
we’ll be able to move around the bases and in
the field.”

Two of the outfield spots should be taken by
redshirt sophomore Bryson Medious
(Columbia) and freshman Noah Baron (Hoover,
Ala.). Medious came on in the second half of
last season to earn a starting spot, batting .266
with a pair of homers and 27 RBIs. 

PRCC will also have experience behind the
plate in sophomore Logan Walters (Moss
Point).

“The catching position is one of the toughest
to play defensively, and that’s where his experi-
ence is going to show up,” said Avalon. 

“Overall, I really like the makeup of this
team. There’s a lot of camaraderie and they like
playing together.”

Pearl River opens the season at home on Feb.
16 with games at 1 p.m. against Southeastern
(Iowa) and at 7 p.m. against Elaine Nunez (La.)

Baseball looks to build
on success from 2017

Top photo, Pearl River
sophomore first baseman
Simon Landry stands in
the batter’s box during
action last season.
Landry led the Wildcats
with 16 home runs in
2017.
Right photo, sophomore
pitcher Colby White fires
to the plate during action
last season at Wildcat
Stadium. White is expect-
ed to anchor the PRCC
pitching staff this season.
(Photos by PRCC Sports
Information)

Avalon

Baseball cheerleaders

Members of the 2018 PRCC baseball team have made their presence known during
home basketball games this season at White Coliseum. 

Coach Avalon enters second season

One of the new features at the baseball stadium is a new scoreboard.
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Above photo, Pearl River shortstop Sarah Depperschmidt (left) throws across the dia-
mond during action last season, as second baseman Ilyssa Easton backs up the play.
The two will be back in the middle of the infield for the Wildcats in 2018. 
Below photo, PRCC sophomore pitcher Olivia Holley warms up during a practice session.
Holley is expected to anchor a young Wildcat pitching staff this season.
(Photos by PRCC Sports Information)

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

The Pearl River Community College softball
team charted unfamiliar waters in 2017, miss-
ing out on the MACJC playoffs after eight con-
secutive years in the postseason.

Getting back in the playoffs will depend on
how a talented, but untested, group of freshmen
meld with a solid corps of sophomores.

PRCC returns 13 players from last season’s
team that finished 19-23 overall, 11-17 in the
MACJC.

“I think we’re going to be OK,” said Leigh
White, who enters her 16th season as coach of
the Wildcats.

“We have a good core of players coming
back, and we’re looking for a lot of leadership
from them to help our freshmen get to where
we want to be.”

Chief among these are infielder Ilyssa Easton
(Hurley), who earned first team All-
MACJC honors after leading Pearl
River in hitting (.377), home runs
(12), RBIs (30) and steals (14). 

Easton started every game for
PRCC at second base, as did return-
ing sophomore shortstop Sarah
Depperschmidt (Hurley).

Depperschmidt, who signed with
Belhaven after batting .258 last sea-
son, will be out for at least the first
couple of games recovering from an
offseason injury.

The Wildcats also have Destiny Wesley
(LaPlace, La.) returning at third base after suf-
fering a season-ending injury just four games
into the season. 

PRCC picked up a transfer from Southern
Miss, sophomore Halle Melone (Oklahoma
City, Okla.), who is expected to find a spot in
the lineup. 

“We’re real excited about our infield,” said
White. “We’ve got some depth, especially at
first base. (Sophomore) Rylee Dawsey is in the
mix there. Her bat is really coming around late-
ly.”

In the outfield, Pearl River returns second-
team All-State centerfielder Anna Grace

Cooley (Lucedale), who batted .375 out of the
leadoff spot in the batting order in 2017.
However, White said she is looking at several
options for Cooley on offense. 

“She can do a lot of things,” White said. “She
may slap for us, and she’s got some speed.
We’re looking at her in a leadoff role, but we
have some other options with her as well.”

In softball, pitching is paramount, and there
the Wildcats have questions. 

“Our pitching staff is going to be young, but
I think they’re going to produce,” said White.
“We’ve got four kids that we’re going to use in
our rotation and three of them are freshmen.”

The Wildcats return two pitchers from last
season in sophomore Olivia Holley (Biloxi),
who was 6-11 last season, despite a 3.49
earned-run average, and Krista Robles
(Destrehan, La.), who was 4-2 with a 4.98
ERA. Robles also played first base and batted

.351 with 21 RBIs.
However, Robles will probably

concentrate on offense this season.
That leaves Holley to mesh with
freshmen Rylee Swilley (Kiln),
Dallas Blaker (Bay St. Louis) and
Elizabeth Taggart (Saucier).

“Rylee Swilley has come a long
way since the fall,” said White.
“Once she gets some experience,
she’s going to be really good.

“It looks like Elizabeth Taggart’s
role is going to be coming in and re-

lieving, maybe as the closer. But we’re going to
use all four of our pitchers this year.”

Pearl River opens its 2018 season Feb. 3 at
the Pensacola State (Fla.) Invitational. The
Wildcats will play Florence-Darlington Tech
(S.C.) at 11 a.m. and Roane State (Tenn.) at 1
p.m.

The Wildcats make their home debut next
Thursday with two games against Coastal
Alabama-North at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. in the
opening games of the Wildcat Invitational. 

PRCC will not play on Friday in the tourna-
ment, but will have two games on Saturday, at
11 a.m. against Calhoun (Ala.) and 3 p.m.
against Marion Military (Ala.). 

Softball looks to get back
into playoff contention

White

Coach White begins 16th season 

PRCC sophomore Kyla Malone of Oxford (above) dribbles
the ball up the court against Mississippi Gulf Coast.
Sophomore Charisma Walker of Brandon (left) goes up for
a layup and two points for the Lady Wildcats. Head coach
Scotty Fletcher (below) calls out a play to his team during
women’s basketball action at M.R White Coliseum.

JuCo women’s standings 

Lady Wildcats use big 
second half in victory

Pearl River Community
College came roaring out of
the locker room for the second
half to take command and
cruised to a 62-52 victory over
Meridian last Thursday night
in women’s basketball action
at Meridian.

The Lady Wildcats (11-5
overall) are firmly in the race
for a berth in the MACJC
State Tournament at 4-4 in
South Division play, with five
wins in their last seven games.

PRCC avenged an earlier
defeat by the Lady Eagles (11-
6, 4-4), who have lost four
straight.

“Our girls have really em-
braced a blue-collar work
ethic since we have come back
from Christmas break,” said
PRCC coach Scotty Fletcher. 

“They are really buying into
holding each other account-
able, and their attention to de-
tail has been critical for their
confidence and ability to win
close games.”

It was close through the first
half, as the teams were tied 9-
9 at the end of the first quarter
and 26-26 at halftime.

But Pearl River took over in
the third quarter, as sopho-
more Tyasia Willis (Camden)
scored six of her 10 points in
the period, which ended with
the Lady Wildcats leading 49-
34. 

Meridian narrowed the mar-
gin in the fourth quarter, but
the Lady Wildcats were 6 of 8
from the foul line in the final
minute to secure the win. For
the game, PRCC converted 12
of 15 free throws.

Redshirt sophomore Rah
Franklin (New Orleans) had
her second consecutive big
game for Pearl River, with 18
points. 

Sophomore Charisma
Walker (Brandon) added 13
points, and Willis pulled down
11 rebounds for her third dou-
ble-double this season and the
seventh of her career.

“Every South Division
game is tough, and the kids
have been playing extremely
hard,” said Fletcher. “I could-
n’t be prouder of such a fine
group of young women to
coach every day.”
n Pearl River Community

College stood toe-to-toe with
one of the perennial powers in
the MACJC, but came up a lit-
tle short in the end.

Copiah-Lincoln outscored
the Lady Wildcats 10-5 in
overtime to hand PRCC a 63-
58 defeat in women’s action
Monday night at White
Coliseum.

Pearl River dropped to 10-5
overall and 3-4 in the South
Division. Co-Lin improved to
14-2 and 5-2.

PRCC SUMMARY
WOMEN
Thursday at Meridian
PRCC 62, Meridian 52
PRCC 9   17   23  13 - 62
MCC  9   17   18    8 - 52
PEARL RIVER (11-5, 4-4

in South): Charisma Walker
13, Rehema Franklin 18,
Tyasia Willis 10 (11 re-
bounds), Gabby Brown 6,
Cotoria Blackman 8,
Shauntelle Adams 3, Destiny
Williams 4.

MERIDIAN (11-6, 4-4 in
South): Regina Sampson 3,
Mariah Collins 3, Rokila
Wallace 15, Mallory
Thompson 6, Brenda Gulley
7, Qiayon Bailey 6, Shannon
Tate 13.

Early in the game, it looked
like the rout most people ex-
pected, as the Lady Wolves
twice built a 10-point lead, at
13-3 and 18-8.

But a 3-point shot by sopho-
more Charisma Walker
(Brandon) with 6:55 to play in
the second quarter helped
kick-start a 15-0 run by the
Lady Wildcats that gave them
a five-point lead.

PRCC led 26-23 at halftime,
and continued its hot play into
the third quarter, building an
eight-point lead on a 3-pointer
by redshirt sophomore Rah
Franklin (New Orleans) with
7:20 to play in the period.

Co-Lin responded with a
10-0 run to regain the lead,
and neither team led by more
than three points through the
rest of regulation. 

Franklin tied it 53-53 on a 3-
point shot with 11 seconds to
play, and the Lady Wildcats
prevented the Lady Wolves
from getting a shot off in the
remaining time.

However, Co-Lin hit a trey
to start the overtime, and sub-
sequently converted 5 of 6
foul shots to maintain the lead.

Franklin broke out a long
shooting slump by converting
6 of 13 shots from 3-point
range to finish with 24 points,
and she also had 7 rebounds.
Sophomore Tyasia Willis
(Camden) had 14 points and 8
rebounds, and Walker finished
with 11 points and 9 rebounds.  

Women’s soccer camp
Calling all high school girls soccer players! PRCC Women’s
Soccer is hosting a camp designed to provide campers with
what it feels like to train at the college level. The camp will
take place in Poplarville on March 3. Check-in at 8:30 a.m.;
camp is from 9 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Cost $90 per player.
Visit this link to register: 
http://www.pearlriverwomenssoccercamps.com/
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By STAN CALDWELL
Sports Information Director

Pearl River Community College athletes had
a tremendous semester in the classroom this
past fall, with four of the school’s eight sports
boasting a team grade-point average over 3.0.

“Over the past year-and-a-half, we have
stressed the importance of academic accounta-
bility with our coaches,” said PRCC athletic di-
rector Jeff Long.

“We are extremely proud of what our stu-
dent-athletes have been able to accomplish, and
our coaches deserve a lot of credit for empha-
sizing the importance of academics to our ath-
letes.”

The Wildcat softball team led the way with a
team GPA of 3.57. Baseball and women’s soc-
cer were not far behind with a 3.46 for baseball
and a 3.41 for women’s soccer. Also, the PRCC
rodeo team finished the fall with a 3.02.

And while the Wildcat football team didn’t
quite crack the 3.0 barrier, it came close, finish-

ing with a team GPA of 2.92. The Wildcats
graduated 22 players from the football program
in December, including 16 that signed to play
for four-year colleges.

Individually, there were 14 Wildcat athletes
who posted a perfect 4.0 GPA in the fall semes-
ter.

From softball, 4.0 scholars were Ramey
Cochran, Jordan Lee, Alyssa Pinero, Rylee
Swilley and Elizabeth Taggard.

Baseball players with a 4.0 were Magruder
O’Bannon, Bryce Scott and Dylan Usry.
Women’s soccer had a pair of 4.0s, Kayley
Fountain and Abigail Henderson. 

Other 4.0 athletes were Taylor Anderson
from men’s soccer, Tyler Ladner from rodeo,
Heath Greenlee from football and Jerrod Rigby
from men’s basketball.

“The exciting part is that we can still get bet-
ter in that area,” said Long. “We will continue
to expect our student-athletes to perform to the
best of their ability in the classroom as well as
on the field of play.”

PRCC athletes produce 
top results in fall semester

After a long break in the competition sched-
ule, the Pearl River Community College rodeo
team is getting ready to saddle up again for the
spring season.

The Wildcats open the spring portion of their
schedule Feb. 22-24 at Meridian, in an event
hosted by East Mississippi Community
College. It is the first of four events scheduled
in the Ozark Region of the National
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association.

The Wildcats completed the fall portion of
their schedule with several riders
still in contention for a spot in the
College National Finals Rodeo. The
top three finishers in each event,
plus the top two teams overall ad-
vance to the Finals, held in June at
Casper, Wyo.

“I thought we had a decent run in
the fall,” said PRCC rodeo advisor
Robbie Shaw. “We had at least one
or two students finish in the top 10
in each rodeo in the fall. As a team,
we need to get more students into the
championship round in our events this spring.” 

PRCC sits fifth in the men’s standings and
sixth in the women’s standings in the Ozark
Region of the National Intercollegiate Rodeo
Association, the governing body for college
rodeo. The men have a total of 1,290 points,

while the women have 265.
Individually, freshman Chase Graves

(Poplarville) is fourth in steer wrestling with
275 points, just 28.3 points out of third posi-
tion. Sophomore Ryder Ladner (Kiln) is ninth
in steer wrestling with 135 points and tied for
ninth in tie-down roping with 140 points.

Freshman Scott Davis (Lucedale) sits fifth in
saddle bronc riding with 160 points. Freshman
Tyler Stewart (Brandon) is sixth in bareback
riding with 60 points.

Sophomore Nick Gonzales
(Carriere) and freshman Austin
Tuley (Red Oak, Texas) are seventh
in team roping, each with 135
points, with Ladner and Graves in a
three-way tie for eighth in team rop-
ing with 130 points.

For the women, freshman Abbi
Holliday (Poplarville) is tied for
ninth in barrel racing with 90 points;
sophomore Chelsey Johnson
(Poplarville) is 11th in goat tying

with 95 points and tied for 15th in
goat tying with 80 points.

Following the event at Meridian, PRCC
competes on three consecutive weekends in
April: April 5-7 at Monticello, Ark.; April 12-
14 at Martin, Tenn.; and April 19-21 at
Senatobia (Northwest Mississippi CC). 

Shaw

Rodeo team getting
ready for spring season

JuCo men’s standings

PRCC freshman Eric Thornton Jr. of Jackson goes up for a dunk (above) and drives into
the lane for a short shot (below left) during action against Mississippi Gulf Coast.
Freshman Willie Logan of Flowood (below center) shoots a jump shot. Head coach Chris
Oney (below right) give his team instructions during a time out in men’s basketball action.

Wildcats rout Meridian,
stay tied for South top

Pearl River Community
College is starting to gather
steam at the right time of the
season, and the Wildcats used
that momentum to roll over
Meridian 83-49 last Thursday
night in men’s basketball ac-
tion at Meridian.

PRCC (14-2 overall) re-
mained in a tie for first place
in the South Division at 6-2;
Meridian dropped to 5-12 and
2-6.

Pearl River never trailed,
but the Eagles kept it close for
much of the first half, before
the Wildcats went on a 9-2 run
over a three-minute period late
in the half to get some separa-
tion, and they led 38-31 at
halftime.

The Wildcats then stepped
on the gas to open the second
half, starting the period with a
7-0 run and later had a 13-0
surge to turn the game into a
rout. 

For the game, Pearl River
shot 57.1 percent from the
field (32 of 56), the 10th time
this season the Wildcats have
shot 50 percent or better from
the field. 

PRCC had four players in
double figures in scoring, led
by freshman Eric Thornton Jr.
(Jackson) with 16 points.

Sophomore Rodney Mallett
(Lexington) had a season-high
14 points, freshman Jonas
James III (Jackson) had 13
points and freshman Cedric
Brim Jr. (Tupelo) added 12
points.

n Also last week, the
Wildcats shot the lights out
virtually from start to finish
and dominated Copiah-
Lincoln 79-61 in another
South Division game at White
Coliseum. 

“What was gratifying about
it was I looked on the floor
and we had four freshmen out
there,” Oney said. “I was es-
pecially proud of the bounce-
back from a tough loss last
week to Gulf Coast, one of
our rivals, and just the re-
siliency we showed.”

The Wildcats shrugged off
an early five-point deficit with
razor-sharp shooting and
deadly foul shooting. PRCC
shot 57.7 percent from the
field and converted all 16 free
throws it attempted in the first
half.

Pearl River led by as many
as 16 points late in the first
half and went into intermis-
sion leading 49-35.

Co-Lin never got closer
than 10 points in the second
half, as the Wildcats finished
22 of 24 from the foul line and
shot 56.5 percent (26 of 46)

from the field for the game.
Thornton celebrated his

20th birthday by scoring 26
points, and he also had 6 re-
bounds and 5 assists. 

PRCC SUMMARY
Thursday at Meridian
PRCC 83, Meridian 49
PRCC    38    45  -  83
MCC     31    18  -  49
PEARL RIVER (14-2, 6-2

in South): Jonas James III 13,
Cedric Brim Jr. 12, Rodney
Mallett 14, Eric Thornton Jr.
16, Brandon Cranford 8,
Cameron Douglas 2, Willie
Logan 8, Ray Anderson 2,
Kirk Parker 4, Jartavius
Dobbs 4 (5 blocks).

MERIDIAN (5-12, 2-6 in
South): Alex Perry 5, A.J.
McFarland 4, Darrius Wilson
3, Eric Fuller 12, Kylan
Hamilton 10, Vernell Garner
5, Kenneth Lewis 1,
Dontaidrae Scott 6.

Soccer field house work

Workers finishing the concrete foundation for the new soccer field house, which is sched-
uled to be completed in May.

The Pearl River Community College foot-
ball team will hold an open player tryout be-
ginning at 3:30 p.m. Feb. 19 at Dobie Holden
Stadium.

There is a $20 sign-up fee and prospective
players should bring the results of their most
recent physical examination, tennis shoes,
cleats and workout clothes.

In other Wildcat football news, National
Signing Day for football is this Wednesday,
and PRCC coaches have been hot on the re-
cruiting trail. 

The Wildcats are expected to sign approxi-
mately 30 players to scholarship offers.

Meanwhile, no dates have been set for 2018

spring practice, but Wildcat coaches indicated
that it would not begin until after spring break
(March 12-18).
n The Pearl River Community College

men’s soccer team will host a one-day ID
camp for high school players Saturday, March
3 at the PRCC soccer field.

The camp is designed to help players hone
their skills in a college training environment.
The camp is an ideal setting for players with
aspirations of playing at the college level. 

Check-in time is from 1 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Cost is $95 per camper. 

For more information and to register on-line,
log on to www.pearlriversoccercamps.com.

Sports briefs:
Football to hold tryout session;
Wildcats to host soccer camp 
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