
Two dozen middle and high school show choirs are scheduled
to compete Feb. 7-8 in the Mississippi Showchoir Contest at
PRCC. For the first time, the event will be held in the new
Brownstone Center for the Arts.

PRCC started the contest in 1987 and hosted it in Poplarville
until Hurricane Katrina in 2005 destroyed the performance ven-
ues. The contest was held in Petal in 2006. After a two-year hia-
tus, PRCC revived the contest in 2009 with the assistance of
William Carey University.

“We are thrilled to have the Mississippi Showchoir Contest
back home,” said Archie Rawls, chair of the PRCC fine arts and
communication department and Brownstone director. “We wel-
come these talented students and their parents to our state-of-
the-art center.”

Admission is $10. 
Middle school choirs will compete Friday, Feb. 7, beginning

at 4 p.m. The Voices, PRCC’s vocal ensemble, will present an
exhibition performance at 7:15 p.m. Competition will resume at
7:30 p.m. with PRCC’s showchoir, RiverRoad, to give an exhi-
bition performance at 9 p.m. Awards are at 9:30 p.m.

High school and women’s showchoirs will compete Saturday,
beginning at 8:25 a.m. RiverRoad will perform at 5:30 p.m. be-
fore the preliminary awards ceremony at 6 p.m. Finals compe-
tition will begin at 7:30 p.m. The Voices will perform immedi-
ately before the 10:15 p.m. awards ceremony.

Showchoir Contest returns
to PRCC this weekend

Pearl River Community College Museum hours are set for
the spring semester.

The hours are 1-4 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays;
9-11 a.m. on Tuesdays; and 8-11 a.m. on Thursdays.

The museum is one of only a very few community college
museums in the nation. The museum was established in 2001
and occupies the south wing of what was Hancock Hall
(across from the PRCC police station on River Road).

The facility is located in the old pre-1972 band hall and con-
tains about 2,000 square feet of exhibit space. The exhibits
range from “Early Education Along the Lower Pearl River” to
“The Pearl River County Agricultural High School Room,”
and a time line exhibit chronicles the history of the state’s old-
est public two-year post-secondary institution.

Groups, classes, and clubs are welcome to call to reserve a
special time to visit. For information, or to make an after-hours
appointment, call 601-403-1316.

Museum hours are set
for spring semester

Ten PRCC students earn
All-State Band honors

The National Exercise Trainers Association is offering a per-
sonal trainer certification workshop from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, March 22, and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, March 23, at
the Wellness Center. 

Topics to be covered are exercise sciences, including anato-
my, kinesiology, exercise physiology and biomechanics; health
and fitness assessments, principles of nutrition and weight man-
agement, exercise programming for healthy adults and funda-
mentals of interpersonal communication, behavioral change and
leadership skills.

Participants who are already certified will earn 14 NETA con-
tinuing education credits, 1.4 ACE credits, 11 AFAA credits and
1.4 NASM credits.

Early bird registration of $399 is offered through Feb. 21.
Standard registration after that date is $449 and on-site registra-
tion is $459.

To register, go to www.netafit.org or phone 1-800-237-6242.

Personal trainer workshop
scheduled at PRCC 

Student Support Services is recruiting peer tutors.
Tutors must have an overall 3.0 GPA, A’s in the subjects

they plan to tutor, letters of recommendation from faculty and
staff and specific references from instructors in the subjects
they want to tutor. 

Tutors are paid minimum wage after attending training by
Student Support Services staff and completion of the on-line
Master Tutor Program.

Recommendations can be made to Cindy Tanguis, Room
108, Jeff Davis Hall, 601-403-1285; Georgia Field, Room 105,
Jeff Davis Hall, 601-403-1469; or Dr. Robert Escudero, Room
106, Jeff Davis Hall, 604-403-1265.

Students: Support services
recruiting peer tutors

Pearl River Community College was
named one the country’s top 150 commu-
nity colleges eligible to compete for the
2015 Aspen Prize for Community
College Excellence.

The eligibility marks the third time the
Aspen Institute College Excellence
Program has recognized PRCC for the
prize, which carries with it $1 million in
funds.

“Pearl River Community College has
been extremely fortunate to have been
recognized for the third year in a row as
being eligible to compete for the Aspen
Prize for Community College
Excellence,” said Dr. William
Lewis, PRCC president. 

“This honor is afforded to
the top ten percent of commu-
nity colleges in America. This
places Pearl River in a unique
position among community
colleges nationwide. It is our
belief that this is a most signif-
icant reflection on the quality
of the product produced by our
institution.”

The prize, awarded every

two years, is the nation’s sig-
nature recognition of high
achievement and perform-
ance among America’s com-
munity colleges and recog-
nizes institutions for excep-
tional outcomes in student
learning, certificate and de-
gree completion, employ-
ment and earnings, and high
levels of access and success
for minority and low-income
students. 

Ten finalists will be
named in the fall of 2014 and site visits

will be conducted at those col-
leges. The grand prize winner
and a few finalists with dis-
tinction will be named in early
2015.

In recent years, several or-
ganizations have listed PRCC
among the country’s best:
n Create a Career website

ranks PRCC as 23rd on its
December 2013 list of the 25
Best Community Colleges in
the United States.

n TheBestSchools.org
website listed PRCC as 28th
nationally in 2013.
n CNN Money’s list of top

community colleges ranked
PRCC 20th in 2012.
n PRCC is listed on the

Military Friendly Schools list
for 2013 and 2014.

The 150 colleges eligible
for the Aspen Prize were se-
lected from more than 1,000
public two-year colleges

based on publicly available data on stu-
dent outcomes.

“I think that it speaks volumes about
the level of quality in the educational op-
portunities we provide here,” said Dr.
Justin Williamson, English instructor and
president of the Poplarville campus
Faculty Association. 

“Just to be in the company of these
other institutions is an honor in itself. It’s
a tremendous recognition and honor and
it seems to be a really happy trend with
the Aspen Prize and the other recogni-
tions.”
n See ASPEN, page 3

Aspen recognizes PRCC again
Eligible for prestigious prize for excellence

Dr. Lewis

Dr. Lewis

New Marion Hall opens

POPLARVILLE - Students who moved
into Marion Hall for the spring semester
think they’re in residence hall utopia.

The $3.6 million facility houses up to
60 male students in a two-story building
constructed around an open-air courtyard.

“It’s like going to a Ferrari from a sta-
tion wagon,” said Alex Carlen of
Leetown.

He moved from a cramped two-person
room in Pearl River Hall to a spacious
four-person suite with friends from
Hancock County.

“The living room alone is three times as
big as the whole room I was sharing,” said
Justus Rainey of Diamondhead. He
switched from Huff Hall to Marion.

Residents were selected based on a
grade point average of 3.5 or above.

The building, equipped with wireless

internet service and a laundry room, hous-
es eight two-person suites, 11 four-person
suites and a head resident’s apartment.

The four-person suites feature a large
living area with two bedroom alcoves at
either end and two bathrooms opening off
the center of the room. 

The switch from one roommate to three
hasn’t caused any problems, Rainey said.

“They all gang up in one room anyway,
so there’s more room to congregate,” said
Johanna Peterson, head resident.

The two-person suites have a smaller,
separate living area and one bathroom.

Each bedroom is furnished with a cap-
tain’s bed with drawers underneath the
mattress, an armoire and a desk.

Marion Hall was built between the
River Village women’s residence halls
and the Technology Center on the site of

the transportation building destroyed by
Hurricane Katrina.

The previous Marion Hall, located near
the Alexander Administration Building,
was damaged by Hurricane Katrina but
was repaired enough to be used for sever-
al years. It has since been demolished.

“The new student housing project has
turned out to be a beautiful and functional
facility,” said Dr. William Lewis, PRCC
president. “We have experienced a signif-
icant increase for on-campus housing this
past year and the addition of this facility
has greatly enhanced our ability to meet
these requests. The addition of this facili-
ty gives Pearl River Community College
students access to student housing that is
exceptional on-campus housing.”

General contractor was Hanco
Construction Co. of Hattiesburg.

Below left, Alex Carlen of Leetown relaxes in the Marion Hall (pictured above) suite he shares with three other Pearl
River Community College students. Below right, the $3.6 million residence hall was built around an open-air courtyard.
PRCC Public Relations photos

Students praise new Marion Hall

Winners of the Miss PRCC Wildcat Scholarship Pageant
are, from left, Shaquell Thomas of Hattiesburg, ad sales
award; Chynna Coghlan of Bogue Chitto, Miss PRCC
Wildcat and physical fitness award; Dory Lunn of Mize,
first alternate and presence and composure award; Darion

Matthews of Richton, second alternate; Joelle Ladner of
Lumberton, third alternate and judges’ interview award;
and Breanna Peters of Brandon, fourth alternate and con-
geniality award. See more pageant photos on page 8.
PRCC Public Relations photo

Miss PRCC Pageant winners

Ten PRCC musicians were selected by audition for the
Mississippi Community College All-State Band.

They will attend a clinic Thursday, Friday and Saturday at the
University of Southern Mississippi and play in concert at 1 p.m.
Saturday in Bennett Auditorium.

They are Ali Catoire of Carriere, Deven Ciruti of Slidell, La.;
Kimberly Arnold and Amanda McKeny, both of D’Iberville,
Eusebio Medina of Oak Grove, Reese Gill of Diamondhead,
Chris Fletcher of Columbia, Michael Thrash of Poplarville,
Dylan Littlefield of Lucedale and Garrett Bourgeois of Bay St.
Louis.

Clinician is Dr. Kenneth Bodiford from Jacksonville State
University.

Approximately 250 middle and high school musicians are
expected to attend the annual Pearl River Community College
Band Clinic Friday and Saturday, Feb. 21-22.

The students are from 25 high school and middle schools
and will audition for placement in one of three bands for the
weekend.Clinicians will be Jay McArthur of Choctawhatchee
High School in Fort Walton Beach, Fla.; and two PRCC alum-
ni - Benji McClain of Hancock High School and Kody Killens
of West Jones High School.

PRCC to host band clinic
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Pearl River Community College offers equal edu-

cation and employment opportunities. We do not dis-

criminate on the basis of race, religion, color, sex,

age, national origin, veteran status, or disability. For

inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies or

to request accommodations, special assistance, or al-

ternate format publication, please contact Tonia

Moody, ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator, at P.O. Box

5118, Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601 403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredit-
ed by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to award as-
sociate degrees. Contact the Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
Georgia 30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500,
or at http://www.sacscoc.org for questions
about the accreditation of Pearl River
Community College. The Commission is only
to be contacted to learn about the accreditation
status of the College, to file a third-party com-
ment at the time of the College’s decennial re-
view, or to file a complaint against the College
with evidence that appears to support non-
compliance with a standard or requirement. All
normal inquiries about the institution, such as
admission requirements, financial aid, educa-
tional programs, etc., should be addressed di-
rectly to Pearl River Community College and
not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

By TRACEY ROGERS
The Drawl Staff Writer

Friendship isn’t just about loving, it’s about
loving someone else.

Caring about someone’s feelings
and not just your own. It’s about
laughing when they laugh and crying
when they cry. 

Friends are people who will have
your back no matter what, take up for
you like you would take up for them.

You may not always agree, but you
will always remain friends through it
all.

Friends are people who are like
family to you. They may be someone
you just met or someone you have
known all your life. Friendship is the
hardest thing in the world to understand.

Some might say: Life without friendship is
like the sky without the sun. A true friend is one
who looks over your failures and tolerates your
short comings, and is there when you succeed.

Friends are angels who lift us to our feet
when our wings have trouble re-
membering how to fly. The road to
friendship never ends; friends are
gifts from God to us during our life.

I’ve met a lot of new friends at
PRCC like Mrs. Shelly Mitchell
who works in The Bookstore. She is
a friendly person. 

Kelsey Weeks is also a friend I’ve
met at PRCC. She is a good friend
and good mom to her two kids.
Friendship means a lot to me and is
a powerful thing.
n Tracey Rogers is a freshman

student from Picayune.

Rogers

Friendship is powerful

By TIFFANY TUCKER
The Drawl Staff Writer

According to the American Red Cross Assn.,
“every two seconds someone in the U.S. needs
blood,” and “more than 41,000
blood donations are needed daily.” 

This eye-opening statement is no
exaggeration. It is simply the truth.

With that being said, donating
blood is an extremely important mat-
ter and should not be taken lightly.
Donating blood is completely safe.
An average person’s body contains
approximately 10 pints of blood.

This is more than enough blood
than is needed for a body to function. 

During a donation, one pint is
taken, and after the donation your
body reproduces blood to compensate for what
was donated. 

Incredibly enough, one pint of blood has the
potential to save three lives.

Many argue that they do not donate for fear
of needles, but the possibility of changing
someone’s life forever leads so many others to
donate regularly.

I encourage you to research the process of
donating blood and to truly consider donating.
It can be a life changing experience not only for
the recipient and his family members, but for
you as well.

If you do decide to give blood, the Iota Mu
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa is hosting a blood

drive on Feb. 12 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
Crosby Hall.

Join the effort, and be a part of saving some-
one’s life by donating blood.

There is always a need for your help, and you
have the power to make a difference
in the world. 

For information concerning the
blood drive, contact Ms. Stephanie
Lee via email at slee@prcc.edu.

For more information about blood
donation or to find out if you are eli-
gible to give blood, visit www.red-
cross.org.  
nTiffany Tucker is a sophomore

student from Diamondhead. She
serves as president of the PTK
chapter in Poplarville. 

Tucker

Upcoming events
n The spring induction for PTK will be
held at 6 p.m. on Feb. 24 in the
Technology Center. 
n The C-4 Community College comple-
tion signing will be held on Feb. 26-27
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and in Crosby
Hall. 
It is a movement to encourage students to
commit to complete two years at a com-
munity college and then to continue on to
a four-year university to earn their degree. 

PTK sponsoring blood
drive in Crosby Hall

By CHRISTOPHER BARRON
The Drawl Staff Writer

Starting a semester for the first time or for re-
turning students can be stressful; however I,
along with thousands of students, have found
the counselors and advisors in the
Counseling, Advisement, and
Placement Center in Crosby Hall to
be most helpful and well informed
when serving students.  

Because students have varying
goals and circumstances, Dr. Ann
Moore, Ms. Wendy Aube, Mrs.
Elaine Smith, Ms. Mary Bolton, and
Ms. Heather Benoit schedule ap-
pointments and serve walk-in stu-
dents with kindness and accuracy.

The staff of the Center provides a
pleasant atmosphere even when the
phone is constantly ringing, and the Center is
filled with students and their parents who are
seeking advisement regarding their majors or
programs of study.

All students are greeted with kindness and
genuine interest in their success.

Dr. Moore and her staff assist students in ar-
ranging required classes for graduation at

PRCC as well as transferring to four-year col-
leges.  Additionally, they assist in arranging the
best schedule to accommodate part-time or full
time student work, family responsibilities, and
social and community obligations and involve-
ment.

Outside the rush of registration,
the counselors assist in helping stu-
dents determine majors and provide
counseling of private matters. 

Students are encouraged to use the
computers in the lab where educa-
tional, career, and scholarship infor-
mation are provided. Referrals are
made for tutoring services offered by
the Student Support Service Center
and the Student Success Center.  

Referrals are made in health mat-
ters to Ms. Susie Hall, PRCC’s

nurse, whose office is located in the
adjoining complex. 

I, along with many other students at PRCC,
wish to express our appreciation to Dr. Moore
and her staff for their devotion and excellent
service in making our experience at PRCC
pleasant, beneficial, and less stressful.
n Christopher Barron is a sophomore stu-

dent from Carriere.

Barron

Counseling Center huge
asset for PRCC students

By GAGE BUTLER
The Drawl Staff Writer

If you’re a frequent visitor of the PRCC
Wellness Center, or really any gym in particu-
lar, then you may have noticed the influx of
people there in the last few weeks.

You may have made the assumption, as I
have, that they are there fulfilling
some sort of “New Year’s
Resolution.”

Now, if you’ve paid attention, you
would have noticed those people
quickly begin to dwindle until hard-
ly any remain that frequent the gym.
Resolutions are so quickly given up
on, and it’s truly sad. 

I, myself, have given up on one.
Two years ago I tried to stop drink-
ing caffeine. Three days and two
Barqs’ root beers later, I figured that
life wasn’t for me. 

Perhaps, though, what is worse than the rapid
abandonment of the cause, is the special occa-
sion we have to wait for to make one. 

Every Jan. 1, the phrase “New Year, New

Me” floats around enough to make anyone sick.
Why can’t we apply that same enthusiasm for

change in everyday life? If you want to be
healthier, go eat a salad. If you want to talk to
that girl in your Spanish class, simply ask her,
her name. 

Every day you have the potential to drastical-
ly change your life for the better, but few do,

choosing to, instead, stay inside their
bubble of normality and take comfort
in the things they know will not
change. 

That is why I believe that people
fail to live up to their New Year’s
Resolutions.

To try something new is scary and
trying to change yourself is even
more so. It is much better to stay in
your comfort zone and live out a
cushy life of mediocrity. 

To achieve any goal you must put
in the risk and the effort to attain it, but

in the end, it is always worth it. 
My question: Why not start today?
n Gage Butler is a freshman honors stu-

dent from Picayune.

Butler

New Year’s resolutions
are difficult to master 

By SHAQUELL THOMAS
The Drawl Staff Writer

Alright fellow Wildcats, if you are a sopho-
more, it is time to apply for graduation.

Graduation is Wednesday, May 14. It will be
held in Hattiesburg again, at the Lynn
Cartlidge Multi-Purpose Center.

This is my fourth semester at
PRCC, and I must say that it has been
a good two years. I have learned so
many life lessons and also a lot of ac-
ademic ones. 

Now the time has come for me as
well as some of you to get ready for
graduation.

Two weeks ago, I applied for grad-
uation; a couple of days ago I re-
ceived my email stating that I am eligi-
ble. I deeply encourage those of you who have
not applied yet to go ahead and apply. 

I also encourage you to start looking at your

future.
What is the next step? What college will you

attend? Will you go straight into the work force?
Now is time for some of you to get ready for the
real world.

I plan on furthering my education so that I can
one day become an anesthesiologist.
Yeah, I know that sounds like a lot of
hard work, but when it comes to your
dreams, it’s worth it.

I am looking forward to the future
and I hope you are, too. 

For those of you who still have a
couple of semesters at PRCC, I en-
courage you to stay focused and de-
termined. I know this is college but
your education comes first. 

I suggest you make sure that you
are taking all of the appropriate class-

es.
n Shaquell Thomas is a sophomore stu-

dent from Hattiesburg. 

Thomas

Sophs: Never too early
to begin graduation process

By HUNTER BRASWELL
The Drawl Staff Writer

Complex thinking is an art and a science and
is a skill necessary to rise to any decent level in
the business world.

From sales people to managers to CEOs,
you must be able to look at a complex problem
and see that there are many different solutions
and possess the skill and knowledge to accu-
rately predict what the outcome of each differ-
ent solution will be.

Look at any field you choose, successful
people are at their core complex problem
solvers. A surgeon has to solve the problem of
how to get cancer out of the patient while keep-
ing you alive. 

A tech CEO has to determine how to provide
the newest and best technology at a price peo-
ple can afford. 

An Air Force commander has to understand
how to destroy his targets without killing inno-
cents and the list goes on and on. 

It is an undeniable fact that success is direct-
ly correlated to complex thinking, problem
solving and the ability to defend your own
opinions and positions in the work place. It
seems to me it is not being taught or required
today.

It has been my experience that if you get two
or more well-informed people together to dis-

cuss virtually any issue, there will be disagree-
ment. Disagreement in business and life in
general is one of the rare absolutes you can al-
ways count on. 

Dissent is a wonderful and magnificently
powerful thing. It is the only thing that has ever
changed the world. 

At its very core our country is
built upon the rock of informed and
masterfully enunciated dissent, an
American legacy started by John
Adams and Thomas Jefferson who
are known as the voice and pen of
the revolution. 

As far as business is concerned it
is absolutely vital for students to
learn not only how to disagree with
someone but how to receive oppos-
ing opinions concerning their own
ideas. 

There is no quicker way to get ab-
solutely nowhere in the world of commerce or
any other world without possessing a thick
skin, the ability to take criticism, be able to rec-
ognize an idea that is superior to your own and
acknowledge it as so, and be able to adequate-
ly defend your own ideas when you genuinely
feel that they are better. 

Every class should dedicate some time
teaching students how to think through com-
plex problems and understand that there are al-

ways opposing views that are worth hearing
and deserve to be respected. 

These ideas in my humble opinion are criti-
cal to success and are more than important
enough to warrant a good deal of attention in
almost every class across the educational spec-
trum at our college. 

I want to conclude by saying I am
34 years old, I have managed one
company and owned and operated
another and possess an enormous
amount of real world experience. 

I am in my third semester since
returning to school and have taken a
pretty balanced combination of on-
line, hybrid and traditional classes. 

I feel it is very important for me
to state that I have thoroughly en-
joyed all my classes and greatly ap-
preciate the hard work that all of my

teachers put towards my education. I
realize it is easy to stand on the sidelines and
point out problems and I will be the first to
admit that I do not have a solution to deal with
the aforementioned situation. 

But I believe it is a discrepancy worth point-
ing out and I am more than confident that the
wonderful faculty here at PRCC will be able to
address this issue more than adequately.  
n Hunter Braswell is a sophomore stu-

dent from Hattiesburg.

Complex thinking complex problem

Braswell

Spring registration

Above, Christian Burge of
Carriere watches as instruc-
tor Regina Davenport works
on her schedule for spring
semester. Left, students
wait in the Technology
Center on Jan. 7 to register.
Bottom, instructor Bobby
Thrash, center, and other
instructors help students
register for the spring se-
mester. More than 4,200
students enrolled at PRCC
this semester.
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Compare for yourself.

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 
  

 

William Carey University is a 
great bargain compared to state 
institutions, offering generous 
scholarships and high quality 
within our caring, Christian 
environment. Contact us for 
more information!

Carey: Ranked #1 Best Value in the South Among
Regional Colleges and Universities (U.S. News & World Report)
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The 150 community col-
leges are located in 37 states,
represent urban, rural and
suburban markets large and
small schools, such as Miami
Dade College with more than
100,000 students in Florida
and Carver Career Center in
West Virginia with fewer than
500. 

PRCC has more than 4,100
students enrolled.

Other Mississippi commu-
nity colleges eligible to apply
include East Mississippi,
Hinds, Holmes, Itawamba,
Mississippi Gulf Coast and
Southwest.

The 2013 Aspen Prize was
awarded 

to co-winners Santa
Barbara (Calif.) City College
and Walla Walla (Wash.)
Community College. Valencia
College in Florida won the in-
augural 2011 prize.

PRCC will submit an appli-
cation containing detailed
data on degree/certificate
completion, employment and
earnings of PRCC graduates
and student learning out-
comes.

“Community colleges have
tremendous power to change
lives, and their success will
increasingly define our na-
tion’s economic strength and

the potential for social mobil-
ity for every American,” said
Josh Wyner, executive direc-
tor of the Aspen Institute

College Excellence Program,
in a prepared statement.

“This competition is de-
signed to spotlight the excel-
lent work being done in the
most effective community
colleges, those that best help
students obtain meaningful,
high-quality education and
training for competitive-wage
jobs after college. 

“We hope it will raise the
bar and provide a roadmap for
community colleges nation-
wide.” 

More information about
the Apsen Institute can be
found at http://www.aspenin-
stitute.org/ policy-
work/aspen-prize/about.

By DR. STEPHEN BLACK
Director of Honors Institute 

Welcome to a new semester at Pearl River
Community College Honors Institute.

One of our highlights from last semester was
our participation in the National Collegiate
Honors Council Conference in New Orleans. 

Last spring we also participated in
the Mississippi Honors Conference
at the Shackouls Honors College at
Mississippi State University.

PRCC Honors Institute graduate
Sofia Tent placed first among com-
munity college participants.

This semester we have the oppor-
tunity to participate in Black History
month by featuring Leslie
McCurdy’s performance of “The
Spirit of Harriet Tubman.”

Leslie completed an honors B.F.A.
in dance from the University of Michigan. Her
accomplishments include performances as an
actor, playwright, dancer, choreographer, and

singer.
Leslie, however, is best known for the one-

woman play, “The Spirit of Harriet Tubman,”
that she wrote and has toured with internation-
ally for 17 years. 

Reviewers call it “brilliant,” and “something
everyone should see.”

Through a grant from the Lower Pearl River
Valley Foundation, the Honors
Institute is able to sponsor two per-
formances at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. on
Feb. 25. These performances are free
to all students and to the public. 

On March 21 and 22, the second
Mississippi Honors Conference will
be held at The University of
Southern Mississippi’s Honors
College. 

This free conference will allow our
Honors Institute students the oppor-

tunity to present a research topic to
conference attendees and to develop their pres-
entation skills while networking with other
Honors programs throughout the state.

Black

Honors Institute students
have events this semester

The QEP Topic Selection Committee meeting to review possible QEP ideas.

By DR. JENNIFER SEAL
Director of Institutional Effectiveness

Pearl River Community College is in the
process of seeking reaffirmation for the next 10
years by the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools Commission on Colleges (SAC-
SCOC), the regional body for the accreditation
of degree-granting higher education institutions
in the southern United States.  

Accreditation is often defined as a process “in-
tended to assure constituents and the public of
quality and integrity of higher education institu-
tions and programs and to help those institutions
and programs improve.”

The accreditation process requires
institutions to meet stringent stan-
dards set by SACSCOC and includes
written reports in addition to campus
visits.

Recently, members of the College
Leadership Team attended the SAC-
SCOC Orientation meeting in Atlanta
held Jan. 26-27.  

Said Dr. William Lewis, PRCC
president, “This is an extremely im-
portant process for the College which
gives us the opportunity to document the many
improvements that we have made during the
past 10 years.  

“It is important for everyone to be a part of this
process and assist as needed.”

The college’s Quality Enhancement Plan
(QEP) is a necessary component of accredita-
tion. 

All PRCC faculty, staff, students, and admin-
istrators along with community members had
the opportunity to discuss the possibilities for a
viable QEP topic which will enhance student

learning. 
When the SACSCOC On-Site Team visits

PRCC during the 2015 Fall Semester, a major
focus of the visit will be evaluation of the pro-
posed QEP. 

“Numerous Focus Group meetings, chaired by
Dr. Jennifer Seal, have been held at all campus
locations to review suggestions and finalize rec-
ommendations for the QEP topic,”said Dr.
Becky Askew, Vice President for Planning and
Institutional Research. 

The previous QEP titled, “The Enhancement
of Student Learning Outcomes in Selected
Mathematics Courses through an Emphasis on

Technology-Based Instruction” es-
tablished the MathPower Labs on the
Poplarville Campus and at the Forrest
County Center.

Implementation of the QEP
changed instructor pedagogy through
increasing student responsibility for
learning mathematics content.

The MathPower Labs provide stu-
dents with technological resources in
completing assignments and individ-
ualized assistance if needed.
Continual improvement is the core of

the SACSCOC accreditation process.
“Assessment is a necessary, cyclical process
which documents changes made as a result of our
data,” said Dr. Seal. 

“PRCC’s instructors and administrators have
done a great job in conducting instructional and
non-instructional reviews college-wide. It is im-
perative that everyone be involved in the assess-
ment process.” 

Pearl River Community College is working
hard and remains determined to demonstrate an
environment of continual improvement.

SACS process underway;
QEP topic a key point

2012-13 PRCC highlights
NATIONAL AWARDS

n Aspen Prize for Community College
Excellence eligibility past three years
n Ranked No. 28 best community college
in the country by TheBestCollege.org
n Ranked No. 20 in the CNN Money list
of top community colleges in 2012
n Ranked No. 23 in the country by Create
a Career website

Dr. Seal



By CHRISTINA OTALVARO RAHAIM
Special to The Drawl

Once in a lifetime, we have the opportunity
to begin a new journey. We are honored with
God’s grace to face the impossible.

Our  reality  changes in  a  matter  of  years,
allowing  us  to  leave  our  past  behind  and
embrace a  new  world  of possibilities. Those
possibilities were never contemplated by a
simple and hard working mother who left her
family in Vietnam to be a seamstress in Samoa.

Only a few months before the factory went
bankrupt was she given the opportunity to
come to the United States.  

Here is where the new world of opportunity
begins. A devoted mother not afraid of chal-
lenge was about to live the American Dream. 

She hoped and prayed to be able to provide
a  better future for her loved ones. As we all
know, nothing worth doing is done fast or eas-
ily.

It took this faithful mother six years before
she was reunited with her family. This is a
clear example of love, faith, and hard work. All
her sacrifices in a foreign land were about to
pay off.

Her children were thankful and not fearful of
the challenge of being “All  they  could  be.” 

Even though they were raised in a remote
village in North Vietnam, they were now in the
United States of America.  

They knew right away this was the land of
opportunities. 

Her  only son had a strong  sense of determi-
nation, work ethic, and education. He knew
that in order to repay his mother’s struggles, he
must embrace all his potential. He made com-
mitments and set goals for himself.

He entered Pearl River Community College
in 2009, and in 2013, he just completed his de-
gree in Biology at the University of Southern

Mississippi.
Of course, this could be the end of a generi-

cally successful story. So, allow me to share
the continuation of what becomes an excep-
tional story. 

He is Hung Tran, the young humble boy who
came from Vietnam and had the ambition of
Donald Trump and the work ethic and tenacity
of Oprah Winfrey.

He knew how to confront challenges instead
of making excuses. He never allowed his eth-
nicity or socio-economic background to deter-
mine his future. Instead, he planned ahead
every day. He knew that language and lack of
money were going to have a great impact on
his future endeavors. 

Therefore, he carefully planned by working
and excelling in his two stronger areas - math
and science. Those two areas are where he
found his strength and safe heaven. He was ca-
pable of finding possibilities and not dwelling
on the negative. Positive energy and drive al-
lowed Hung to face a dental admission test at
the age of 24. It was that inner force that drove
him to achieve what others attempted, but
never finish. 

He passed his Dental Admission Test.  He
did not just pass the test, but he dominated the
science portion. He scored 97 percent in organ-
ic chemistry and scored 100 percent in biology.
As a result, he earned a scholarship to UMC,
where he will be attending The Doctorate of
Dental Medicine Program. 

In conclusion, once in a lifetime, we may get
a one-time opportunity. It’s up to us to  follow
the example of that  mother’s faithful  instinct
to save her family, and the example of her  son
to fearlessly face a land where opportunities
are boundless.

There was not the option of failure or the op-
tion of what my mother would  call, “The  Law
of Minimum Effort.” 
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Surgical Technology graduates 

Graduates of the surgical technology program at Pearl River Community College’s
Forrest County Center received their diplomas and pins during a ceremony on Friday,
Dec. 13, at PRCC’s Woodall Advanced Technology Center. They are, front row from left,
Stephen Smith of Foxworth (Academic Award), Hannah Broome of Sumrall, Heather
Williams of Jackson, Hannah Lauga of Picayune (Outstanding Clinical Student), Brittany

Jones of Carriere and Andreia Echols of Columbia; back row, program director Tammy
Allhoff, Lauren Bodie and Angela Stampley, both of Columbia, Kayla Ratcliff of Stringer,
Brittany Baughman of Tylertown, Devin Little of Petal, Matt Layman of Picayune and in-
structor Brittney Hawkins. Smith was also the recipient of the Debbie Hinton Memorial
Scholarship. PRCC Public Relations photo.

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

You know at least one person with
diabetes, maybe more. 

Some 25.8 million Americans
have some form of diabetes. This
number is up from 23.6 million just
four years ago. 

But what is this disease that affects
so many people?

Diabetes is a metabolic disorder
that affects the body’s use of digest-
ed food for energy and growth. In
normal metabolism, the food that
you eat is digested and broken down
into glucose, the main source of fuel
for the body.

The pancreas produces a hormone
called insulin that moves glucose
from the blood into the cells. The
pancreas automatically knows the
right amount of insulin to produce to
get the job done. 

If you are diabetic, however, the
pancreas either produces little or no
insulin or the cells do not respond as
they should to the insulin that is pro-
duced. 

When this happens, glucose builds

up in the blood and overflows into
the urine where it is passed out of the
body. 

There are three main types of dia-
betes: Type 1, Type 2, and
Gestational. 
n Type 1 is known as juvenile di-

abetes and is an autoimmune disease. 
It develops most often in children

and young adults but may
appear at any age. A per-
son with Type 1 diabetes
must take insulin daily.
Symptoms appear over a
short period of time and
may include increased
thirst and urination, con-
stant hunger, weight loss,
blurred vision, and ex-
treme fatigue. 
n Gestational diabetes

occurs during late preg-
nancy in some women. It
usually disappears after the birth of
the baby but having gestational dia-
betes increases the mom’s chance of
developing Type 2 diabetes. 
n Type 2 is the most common

form of diabetes. It is often associat-
ed with the “risk factors” such as

obesity, family history, age, physical
inactivity, history of gestational dia-
betes and certain ethnicities. Eighty
percent of people with Type 2
Diabetes are overweight.

The onset of symptoms usually de-
velops gradually and may include fa-
tigue, frequent urination, increased
thirst and hunger, weight loss,

blurred vision, and slow
healing of wounds or
sores. Some people will
not have any symptoms. 

College students are at
an ideal age to establish
healthy living practices
that may prevent them
from developing diabetes.

Jamie Dickson, PRCC
Wellness Center instruc-
tor, said, “A primary focus
of our staff at the Wellness

Center is to provide our stu-
dent body with up-to-date education
related to preventing the onset of dis-
eases such as diabetes through prop-
er exercise and healthy eating
habits.”

People with Type 2 diabetes may
be able to control their diabetes with

diet, exercise, and frequent blood
glucose testing. Some require med-
ications by mouth while others re-
quire insulin.

I have known patients that have
progressed from pills to insulin or a
combination of both while others
have been able to discontinue their
insulin use (by orders of your MD of
course) by losing weight, following a
diabetic diet, and managing their
blood glucose levels. 

Even people who are diligent with
diet, exercise, blood testing, and
medications may still progress to
needing daily insulin injections. 

Risk Factors include:
n Obesity - The number one risk

factor for type 2. Obesity increases
the risk of insulin resistance because
fat interferes with the body’s ability
to use insulin.
n Sedentary Lifestyle - Again, in-

activity and being overweight often
go hand in hand in type 2.  
n Unhealthy Eating Habits - Too

much fat, not enough fiber, and too
many simple carbohydrates con-
tribute to diabetes. For some, eating
right can turn the diagnosis around

and reverse or prevent Type 2. 
n Family History and Genetics -

Those with family members (parents
and siblings) having Type 2 diabetes
are at greater risk for developing it
themselves.
n Increased Age - the older we get,

the greater our risk becomes (even if
you’re skinny). Getting into the 45 to
64 years old bracket increases your
risk and then the 65 and older brack-
et gives you another increase in risk. 
n High blood pressure and high

cholesterol.
n History of Gestational Diabetes

or having a baby weighing more than
9 pounds at birth.

This is such an important and vast
topic and I have only touched on a
small portion of the subject. 

Further information may also be
found at websites such as
www.cdc.gov, or www.diabetes.org,
nHealth Services will be provid-

ing free confidential HIV testing
for any interested faculty, staff or
student on Thursday, Feb. 13, in
the conference room of  Crosby
Hall. Call ext. 1303 or 601-403-
1303 for information. 

Hall

Healthy living practices can prevent diabetes 

Former PRCC student
determined to succeed

PRCC instructor Christina Otalvaro Rahaim and former
PRCC student Hung Tran.

Icey conditions at FCC

A 12-hour sleet shower last Tuesday and two consecutive nights of sub-freezing tempera-
tures left their mark at Pearl River Community College’s campuses in Hattiesburg. Above,
a sheet of ice on the bridge on the way to the Allied Health Center greeted students
Friday morning when they returned to class. Below, the Lowery Woodall Advanced
Technology Center was covered in ice before the warmer temperatures began the big
melt. PRCC Public Relations photos.

Pearl River Community
College will host the 2014
Southern District Conference
of the Mississippi Technology
Student Association on Friday,
Feb. 14.

The conference will be held
at the Lowery A. Woodall
Technology Center in
Hattiesburg.

Middle and high school stu-
dents will compete in numerous
events, and awards will be pre-
sented at the conclusion of
competition.

High school students will
compete in biotechnology de-
sign, career preparation, CAD
2D architecture, CAD 3D engi-
neering, desktop publishing,
digital video production, fash-
ion design, flight endurance, fu-
ture technology teacher, manu-
facturing prototype, photo-
graphic technology, promotions
graphics and structural engi-

neering.
Middle school students will

compete in agriculture and
biotechnology design, career
prep, communication chal-
lenge, digital photography,
flight, inventions/innovations,
medical technology issues,
multimedia production, promo-
tional design ane structural en-
gineering.

Mississippi TSA is the only
organization dedicated exclu-
sively to students enrolled in
technology education classes in
grades 7-12 with 38 chapters
and more than 1,400 students
and advisors as members.

The mission of Mississippi
TSA is to prepare our member-
ship for the challenges of a
changing world by promoting
leadership, problem solving,
and technological literacy re-
sulting in successful leaders
and responsible citizens.

TSA event Feb. 14

Hattiesburg High School principal Jermaine Brown (left)
talks to PRCC President William Lewis following Brown’s
lecture in observance of Black History Month on Monday,
Feb. 3. Brown, a native of Hattiesburg, has worked in four
school districts in several positions, including the Forrest
County Schools.    
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Respiratory therapy graduates

The respiratory therapy class at Pearl River Community Collegeís Forrest County Center
graduated and received pins on Dec. 9. Graduates are, front row from left, Haylee Holliman
of Ovett, Wisa Warren of Magee, Candis Brewer of Columbia, Melanie Valliere of
Hattiesburg Jessie Lee of Carriere, Shannon Lucas of Sumrall; second row, Crystal Small
of Hattiesburg, Crystel Schultz of Picayune, Laura Rogers of Hattiesburg, Claire Skates of

Greenville, Jessica Gentry of Perkinston; back row, Tony Hines of Hattiesburg, Lindsey
Poole of Poplarville, Lacie Garner and Kacie Sanford, both of Petal, Blake Robertson of
Jackson and Lance Hilton of Petal. Not pictured is Porche Crumedy of Tylertown. Brewer,
Lee, Robertson, Schultz, Small and Valliere graduated with honors. Instructors are Lori
Anderson, Teena Mitchell and Kelli Spears. PRCC Public Relations photo

Graduates of the dual enrollment practical nursing program at Pearl River Community
College’s Forrest County Center received their diplomas and pins during a ceremony on
Dec. 13, at PRCC’s Woodall Advanced Technology Center. They are pictured with in-
structors Matt Gatlin, from left, Tonya Harbison and Melissa Bryant, graduates Keiara

Williams of Hattiesburg, Lauren Pearce and Tyron Graves, both of Petal, and instructor
Susan Bedwell. The students enrolled in the program part-time while in high school, re-
ceived their high school diplomas in May and became full-time PRCC students to finish
the nursing program. PRCC Public Relations photo.

Dual enrollment practical nursing graduates 

By DR. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to The Drawl

I was privileged recently to conduct
the wedding of two recent Pearl River
Community College graduates.

This makes about 20 such weddings in
the 10 years I’ve been here. I have no il-
lusions about why students ask me to
perform their ceremonies: I do not accept
any money or gifts. 

Ok, you might talk me into a steak at
the rehearsal dinner. 

Some of these PRCC weddings have
been very interesting in nature: on piers,
in barns, on the beach at Biloxi, in state
parks, etc. A few were actually in church-
es.

I’ve conducted well over 200 wed-
dings in my career as a Navy Chaplain,
and some of these were also rather “inter-
esting”; ‘my highest’ wedding was on the
Empire State Building; my ‘lowest’ wed-
ding was in a submarine; my ‘fastest’
wedding was in the back of a ‘four-by’ (a
large military truck) at 40 miles per hour;
I’ve had weddings in prisons; I’ve had a
‘parachute’ wedding - the groom and I hit
the DZ but the bride missed it by half a
mile - to be fair to her, though, it was a
very windy day. 

Shoot, I’ve even had a wedding at a fu-
neral. 

My weddings at the Naval Academy in
Annapolis were the best, however. 

For example, I performed 31 weddings
by myself during the month of June,
1975. Two of these weddings, both on
the same Saturday morning, particularly
stand out in my memory:
n My 10 a.m. wedding involved a

naval aviator who was marrying the
widow of one of his Naval Academy
classmates, also an aviator,
who had been killed in an air-
craft carrier launching acci-
dent. 

The bride had two small
children from this previous
marriage, and she asked me if
they could participate in the
ceremony.

Of course, I agreed -  so we
had two little ring boys, one
about four and the other about
six. Things went well until
about midway through the
wedding when, in a loud, plain-
tive voice, the youngest child began to
cry out: “Mama, don’t get married.
Mama, don’t get married!”
n My 11 a.m. wedding also went a lit-

tle funny on me. I was prepared for any-
thing except for what actually happened. 

This wedding involved another aviator
who was marrying a woman from

Iceland. 
I suppose he had met her in Keflavik

where we had an air base at the time. She
was gorgeous - tall, blonde, blue-eyed, a
Scandinavian princess. She was dressed
up in a traditional Icelandic wedding
dress, and she wore a tall, yellow head-
dress that somehow reminded me of the
Minnesota Vikings. 

Anyway, I said to myself, what can
possibly go wrong with this
one? 

I knew she didn’t speak a
word of English, but the
groom assured me that she
would say ‘I do’ in all the
right places. 

So, I thought, this one will
be a “piece of cake.” 

And it was, until she faint-
ed! 

I mean right in the middle
of the ceremony she passed
out; a stone-cold

Scandinavian princess lying on
the deck in all her bridal splendor.

Wondering what else could possibly go
wrong, I sent the best man for a glass of
water; we revived her; and carried on
with the wedding. 

I’ve often wondered, however, about
the legality of marrying a semi-conscious
woman.

For whom the bells toll

A “Young” Dr. Hornsby conducts  a shipboard wedding.

PRCC instructor has wed more than his share

Dr. Hornsby

Pearl River Community
College is working with Hinds
Community College to award
degrees to soldiers training in
the drone program at Camp
Shelby.

The soldiers will be able to
earn an aviation technology
degree from Hinds but will
take core academic classes
through PRCC’s Forrest
County Center or on-line.

The two colleges and the
National Guard signed an
agreement for the cooperative
program on Jan. 27 after a year
of fine-tuning the details.

“Partnering on projects such
as these highlights the strength
of the Mississippi community
college system, probably the
best system in the U.S.,” said
Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, PRCC
vice president for economic
and community development.
“Mississippi community col-
leges have developed areas of
expertise. Hinds has been in the

aviation education sector since
the ’70s and has developed a
world class community college
aviation program, including
flight training, aircraft mainte-
nance and avionics and now
unmanned aerial vehicles.”

Through the partnership, the
community colleges will have
access to the restricted, spe-
cial-use air space at Camp
Shelby for research and devel-
opment and pilot training.

“The taxpayers of
Mississippi and others have in-
vested heavily into Hinds’ avi-
ation expertise,” Alsobrooks
said. “Partnering to spread this
expertise around the state indi-
cates that PRCC and Hinds are
being good stewards of tax-
payer funding. Providing this
education and these skills to
citizens of PRCC’s district will
help to nurture the aviation in-
dustry in this area and could
lead to bigger things in the fu-
ture.”

Col. Brad Smith,
Commander of the Camp
Shelby Joint Forces Training
Center, said with the military
withdrawal from locations
around the world, Camp
Shelby’s deployment mission
is coming to a close. 

“We are trying to rebrand, if
you will, and exploit the capa-
bilities that we have. What
Camp Shelby has that is
unique is 252 square kilome-
ters of special use air space.
That provides an opportunity
for Hinds partnering with
Pearl River to utilize that air
space for research and devel-
opment and training of pilots
and all for the things that we
do in the military,” Smith said.
“The partnership was perfect.
We believe the future for
Camp Shelby is Unmanned
Aerial Systems as well as
cyber security. Those are the
things we’re marketing on the
civilian side of Camp Shelby.”

PRCC, Camp Shelby team with Hinds to offer UAS program

Hinds Community College President
Dr. Clyde Muse and Dr. Scott
Alsobrooks, vice president for
Economic and Community
Development at Pearl River
Community College, discuss the pro-
gram with one of the UAVs used in
the demonstration in the foreground.
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25% EACH DAY SPENT  
IN CLASS

Senior Airman
AMANDA GARCIA-RIVERA

100%CONFIDENCE IN ACHIEVING 
CAREER DREAMS: 

15% EACH DAY SPENT 
EXERCISING

30% FREE TIME SPENT 
WITH FAMILY

Learn how part-time service in the Air Guard can help  
you pay for college. Talk to a recruiter today.
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PRCC cosmetology student Jessica “PJ” Thompson of Picayune, left, gives Martha
Lawler of Hattiesburg a manicure during the symposium as Kay Clay of Petal has her
nails done by Brianne Burge of Poplarville.

ADN students Heather Fullilove of Picayune, left, and Tiara Jones of Jackson do blood
pressure screenings for Pam Albertson of Poplarville and Carol Rieden of Wiggins.

The Voices provide entertainment during the luncheon.

Health Symposium draws
record crowd to PRCC

Left photo, Dental hygiene students Debbie
Thompson of Carriere, left, and Mary Hinsz of
Mize provide information during the health fair.
Above photo, PRCC medical laboratory technolo-
gy student Brook Rodgers of Hattiesburg does a
finger stick for glucose screening at the sympo-
sium. PRCC Public Relations photos

Almost 500 women treated themselves to a
day of learning, pampering and laughter Saturday
at the eighth Pearl River Community College
Women’s Health Symposium here.

From free blood pressure and bone density
screenings to manicures and a plethora of door
prizes, the symposium offered a day of fun mixed
with important health information.

Keynote speaker Jean Gatz of Baton Rouge
shared humor and advice to open the symposium
with Mama Said There’d Be Days Like This.

“A lot of times we create these days ourselves,”
she said. “We don’t get to choose a lot of what life
gives us, but we do get to choose how we re-
spond.”

She spoke again after the luncheon with Clean
Out the Junk Drawer of Your Life.

“Achieving balance isn’t about what goes on
outside of you,” she said about the age-old ques-
tion about combining work and home life.
“Achieving balance is all about what goes on in-
side of you.”

The symposium also included a panel of
healthcare providers who answered a wide range
of questions from the audience on issues of par-
ticular concern to women. 

Dr. Shana Allen, chair of the PRCC dental hy-
giene and dental assisting department, moderated
the panel, which included nurse practitioner
Selena Clearman of Wesley Primary Care in Oak
Grove, Dr. Melissa Holland, an obstetrician/gy-
necologist at Hattiesburg Clinic; Dr. James M.
Riser of Riser Medical Associates in Picayune
and Dr. Elizabeth Sullivan of Neurology
Associates in Hattiesburg.

PRCC started the Women’s Health
Symposium in 2007 to provide free health
screenings and information to women in South
Mississippi in an effort to combat the state’s in-

creasing death rates due to heart disease and
stroke among women.

“When we first started to envision this event,
never in our wildest dreams did we think we’d
have 500 people here and have to turn another
100 away,” PRCC President William Lewis said.

Grand sponsor for the symposium is the Lower
Pearl River Valley Foundation through a $17,000
grant.

The symposium gives PRCC students a chance
to interact with their future patients and clients.
Students from the dental hygiene program at the
Forrest County Center staffed an information
table, Forrest County Center medical laboratory
technology students drew blood for glucose tests,
nursing students on the Poplarville campus did
blood pressure screenings and cosmetology stu-
dents provided manicure and paraffin wax treat-
ments.

Grand prize winners were Lavonne Henry of Poplarville, a
Ronaldo bracelet from Apples Ltd.; Janet Necaise of Kiln, a
year’s supply of Coke from Hattiesburg Coca-Cola; Charity
McCoy of Hattiesburg, an Infinity Spa package from Healing
Touch Day Spa in Hattiesburg; Janet Washabaug of Purvis, a
Day of Beauty from Belk in Hattiesburg; Jennifer Hession of
Purvis, two Adirondack patio chairs from the PRCC construc-
tion management department; and Jeannie Dixon of
Poplarville, a concrete patio table from the PRCC masonry
department.

Elite prize winners were Evelyn Shelby of Carriere, an
original painting by Alex Ladner; Mary Salter of Lumberton,
a Clarisonic Mia from Campbell Commodities; Kathy Hodge
of Poplarville, a Kindle Paperwhite Tablet from the PRCC ad-
missions office; and Pam Albertson of Poplarville, Keurig
coffee maker from the PRCC disability services office.

Silver sponsors were Hancock Bank, Mississippi Power
Co., Pearl River County Hospital and Nursing Home, Slidell
Memorial Hospital and Wal-Mart Supercenter in Picayune.

Bronze sponsors were BankPlus, First National Bank of
Picayune, Hattiesburg Clinic, Highland Community Hospital,
Southern Bone and Joint Specialists PA, The First, A National
Banking Association; and Wesley Medical Center.
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DON’T BLINK
...you might miss a
     golden opportunity.

        #CloserLookUSM

HANNAH ROBERTS, a Mount Olive native and University of 

Southern Mississippi student, was awarded a Goldwater Scholarship, 

a national honor recognizing the next generation of great research 

scientists. Hannah is in exclusive company. She was one of only 

three students from Mississippi universities to win the award 

in 2013. In fact, two of the three students honored came 

from Southern Miss.

 

As Hannah bursts through the doors of her future, the Miss 

University of Southern Mississippi Scholarship Pageant 

winner will be proof that the knowledge of how to change 

the world can be learned at home. She’ll be evidence that 

the greatest opportunities are often right in front of you.

   Take a closer look at Southern Miss. 
        You’ll find we are more 
               than meets the eye.

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

ookLersolC#

      

        

   

     

 

     

 

 
        
  

MSUook

n Friday and Saturday, Feb. 7-8 - Mississippi
Showchoir Contest, Brownstone Center
nMonday, Feb. 10 - Friday at noon - Valentine

Silent Auction, Wellness Center.
n Tuesday, Feb. 11 - Movie Night, 7:30 p.m.,

location TBA
nWednesday, Feb. 12 - Phi Theta Kappa blood

drive, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Crosby Hall
n Thursday, Feb. 13 - Faculty Association

meeting; 10:50 a.m., Bender Cafeteria
n Valentine Grams delivered to dorm rooms;

purchase details TBA
n Skills USA high school competitions
n Friday, Feb. 14 - Valentine’s Day
n Counselor’s Day meeting, 8 a.m., Special

Events Room, Bender Cafeteria
n Valentine Silent Auction bidding closes, 12

p.m., Wellness Center
n Monday, Feb. 17 - Thursday, Feb. 20 - Mr.

and Miss PRCC, Class Favorite elections 
n Tuesday, Feb. 18 - FCC Faculty Lecture

Series; Robin Nix, “The Spanish Legacy in the
French Quarter: Los Almonaster y Pontalba”,
10:50 a.m., multipurpose room 
n Talent Show, 7 p.m., cafeteria
n Monday, Feb. 24 - Phi Theta Kappa induc-

tion, 6 p.m., Technology Center
n Tuesday, Feb. 25 - The Spirit of Harriet

Tubman one-woman show; 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center; free tickets available at
Room 214, Moody Hall 
n Bingo Night, 7:30 p.m., cafeteria 
n Wednesday and Thursday, Feb. 26 and 27 -

PTK pledge to complete college signing event, 10
a.m. -1 p.m., Crosby Hall
n Tuesday, March 4 - Mardi Gras holiday;

night classes do not meet 
nThursday, March 6 - USM Southern Chorale

Collaborative Tour; 7:30 p.m. March 6,
Brownstone Center
n Sunday, March 9 - Daylight Saving Time be-

gins
n Monday - Friday, March 10-14 - Spring

break.
n Tuesday, March 18_ Somethiní on A Stick

Day; 11 a.m. - 12 p.m., gazebo by Crosby Hall;
everything is free while it lasts
n Wednesday, March 19 - Career Fair, 9-11

a.m., Technology Center
n Thursday, March 20 - Movie Night, 8 p.m.,

between cafeteria and library
n Monday, March 24- Bingo Night, 7 p.m.,

cafeteria
n Friday, March 28 - Simply Sinatra; 7 p.m.,

Brownstone Center; tickets available March 3 at
601 403-1180
n Monday, March 31 - PRCC Symphonic

Band Concert; 7 p.m., Brownstone Center
n Thursday, April 3_ Block Party; 8:30 p.m.,

between cafeteria and library
n Monday, April 7 - Movie Night; 8 p.m., be-

tween cafeteria and library
n Monday, April 7 - Thursday, April 10 -

Elections for SGA executive officers
n Thursday and Friday - April 10 and 11 -

Guys and Dolls spring musical; 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center; tickets $10, $15 and $20 at
601 403-1180
n Tuesday, April 15 - Bingo Night; 7 p.m.,

cafeteria
n Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame Gala,

6 p.m., Southern Oaks House and Gardens,
Hattiesburg

n Friday, April 18 - Good Friday holiday.
n Monday, April 21 - Easter Monday holi-

day (night classes do not meet)

Calendar of events

By LEIGHTON CHERAMIE
The Drawl Staff Writer

Have you noticed the sudden changes en-
forced since we last returned from Christmas
break? 

PRCC is now a zero tolerance campus, that
being said no guns, illegal drugs,
and now no tobacco.

I’ve heard mixed reviews on the
sudden rule changes which now re-
quire all tobacco users to refrain
from using tobacco products of any
sort. 

Yes, athletes and coaches, that
means no smokeless tobacco even
on game days.

I believe that the board of trustees
and whoever decides on these types
of topics should re- consider this and
make designated smoking areas on
campus. I’ve seen countless people walking
across the street to an off-campus site just to
simply light a cigarette. 

First off, that is not safe nor is it ethical. I’m
not supporting the habit of smoking but if it

helps our fellow classmates/instructors relieve
stress, I’m not going to condemn it. 

People chew gum daily and have the nasty
habit of smacking or throwing it on the ground
for someone to step in, but you don’t see a zero
tolerance to chewing gum, now do you? 

The worst thing that could possibly happen
is smoke entering buildings, but if
there were smoking zones away
from buildings all of this could be
avoided. 

This sudden zero tolerance change
affects a large percentage of our stu-
dent body along with staff and some
administrators.

Please consider placing tobacco
consuming areas around campus
away from the buildings so that peo-
ple won’t have to walk through

smoke nor will they have to leave
campus for a small stress-relieving

break. 
Don’t judge someone’s choices without first

knowing their reason.
n Leighton Cheramie is a sophomore stu-

dent from Carriere.

Cheramie

School should consider 
designated smoking areas 

By MATT LEE
The Drawl Staff Writer

Well, another year is over and a new one has
begun. 

2014 is going to involve new experiences such
as new technology, new movies, TV shows, new
TV show episodes, new books, and lots of other
awesome things.

In order for it to be awesome, first,
encouragement must take place. I
pray that every student, instructor,
and staff member of PRCC has a
wonderful and safe semester. 

As college students you are taking
big steps towards accomplishing your
dreams. Whether it’s going through
the business program, the nursing
program, accounting program, or
whatever, it’s a dream. In other words
it is something you like doing.

If it’s not what you like, then what
is the purpose of doing it? Do what you
love and if you are not sure, than ask yourself
these questions. What am I good at? What do I
like to do? And is it possible? 

The first thing is that anything is possible with
God on your side. It says in the Bible in the book
of Joshua 1:9, “Have I not commanded you? Be

strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor
be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go.” 

The Lord is with everyone here at PRCC, the
city of Poplarville, where you work, and wher-
ever you go in life. He will be with you every
step of the way. 

As Dr. Mallard, also known as Ducky on
NCIS, once said on one of the episodes that “we

must live for today because yesterday
is gone and tomorrow may never
come.” 

Live for what is happening today,
do not worry about the past because it
cannot be changed and let tomorrow
take care of itself.

So when you walk the walks of life,
find what you love and do what you
love. 

In the next article, I will discuss the
six attitudes for winners based on the
book by NormanVincent Peale and

explaining how it applies to success,
and to students.

One more thing. When you find that some-
thing, have fun doing it because without the fun,
it’s not worth it. SO HAVE FUN!
n Matt Lee is a sophomore student from

Carnes.      

Lee

We all need encouragement

Ice on main campus

Left photo, ice and
snow coat a wind-
shield on the PRCC
main campus in
Poplarville after winter
storm Leon moved
through South
Mississippi last week.
Above, photo, Leon
left snow on rooftops
but little accumulation
on the ground. 

PRCC Publc Relations
photos.



N E W S
The DRAWLFebruary 2014 • Page 8

E X P E R I E N C E
DELTA STATE UNIVERSITY

W W W . D E L T A S T A T E . E D U

Chris Gaines | cgaines@deltastate.edu | 662.846.4020 | @cgainesDSU
www.deltastate.edu | 1.800.GO.TO.DSU | admissions@deltastate.edu

PRCC Phi Theta Kappa Members
Join me on Tuesday, February 25 at 11am to find out about 
scholarship opportunities at Delta State. We’ll meet in Room 126 
of the Math & Science building.

Located in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, 

our campus is alive with excitement. Our 

students come from all walks, and there is 

an energy in the way they carry themselves. 

Our professors don’t just teach, they create 

new pathways of thought that lead to 

ideas you’ve never considered. With every 

discovery, you will see the world differently. 

100% TUITION PAID
PHI THETA KAPPA MEMBERS

50–75% TUITION PAID
TRANSFER ACADEMIC 
SCHOLARSHIPS
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Contestants for Miss PRCC Wildcat are, from left, Joelle Ladner of Lumberton, Shaquell
Thomas of Hattiesburg, Taylor Thames of Waveland, Santana Howze of Hattiesburg,

Dory Lunn of Mize, Chynna Coghlan of Bogue Chitto, Teran Madison of Hattiesburg,
Breanna Peters of Brandon, Darion Matthews of Richton and Haley Greer of Mendenhall.

Chynna Coghlan of Bogue Chitto, Miss PRCC Wildcat 2014.

POPLARVILLE - A dental hygiene
major was crowned Miss PRCC Wildcat
2014 during the annual pageant Jan. 27 at
the Ethel Holden Brownstone Center for
the Arts.

Chynna Louise Coghlan, 21, also won
the physical fitness award.

First alternate was Dory Lunn of Mize,
a physical therapist assistant student who
also won the presence and composure
award. 

Second alternate was Darion Matthews
of Richton, also a physcial therapist assis-
tant student.

Joelle Ladner of Lumberton, an ele-
mentary education major, was named
third alternate and winner of the judges’
interview award. Fourth alternate and
winner of the congeniality award was
Breanna Peters of Brandon.

Shaquell Thomas of Hattiesburg re-
ceived the ad sales award.

Coghlan is the daughter of Chad and

Chrystal Coghlan and a 2011 graduate of
Enterprise Attendance Center. She is a
member of Phi Theta Kappa honor socie-
ty, Sigma Kappa Delta English honorary
and the Baptist Student Union at the
Forrest County Center.

She was crowned by 2013 Miss PRCC
Wildcat, Sarah Friday of Hattiesburg,
also a dental hygiene student.

Judges were Jennifer Haik and Tonia
McElveen, both of Franklinton, La., and
Nayarda Robison of Hattiesburg.
Mistress of ceremonies was Lauren Baker
of Poplarville.

The contestants competed on stage in
presence and composure and physical fit-
ness. Individual interviews with the
judges were conducted before the pageant
began.

Also competing were Taylor Thames of
Wavleand, Santana Howze and Teran
Madison, both of Hattiesburg, and Haley
Greer of Mendenhall.

Coghlan Miss PRCC winner

Sarah Friday of Hattiesburg com-
pletes her reign as Miss PRCC
Wildcat 2013.

The 2014 Miss PRCC
Wildcat Scholarship
Pageant included a physical
fitness segment.

PRCC Public
Relations photos
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 13 YEARS.
We offer extended hours and weekend services for patients suffering from acute illnesses and/or 
minor emergencies that need immediate attention.  In addition to these services The Poplarville Clinic 
also provides: 

Our providers offer prompt, comprehensive evaluation and care to patients of all ages. 

HOURS:

8 a.m. to 5 p.m 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

The Spirit of Harriet Tubman
11 a.m. & 7 p.m. Feb. 25

One-woman show by Leslie McCurdy in ob-
servance of Black History Month presented 
by Honors Insitute Lecture Series
Complimentary tickets available after Feb. 1

USM Southern Chorale 

Collaborative Tour
7:30 p.m. March 6

Featuring The Southern Chorale and PRCC 
Singers

Simply Sinatra
7 p.m. March 28

Steve Lippia and his 10-piece band present 
an evening of Frank Sinatra’s timeless hits.
Tickets available March 3.

PRCC Symphonic Band Concert
7 p.m. March 31

Variety of traditional and contemporary mu-
sic; free admission

Guys and Dolls
7 p.m. April 10-11

Spring musical by PRCC Department of 
Fine Arts and Communication; reserved 
tickets, $10, $15, $20

PRCC JazzCats and The Voices
7 p.m. April 24

High-energy jazz and smooth acappella pop
music; free admission

PRCC Singers Spring Concert
7 p.m. April 29

Standard and exciting new compositions 
for choirs; free admission

601-403-1180
for tickets

Vocalist Carl Defrance of Vicksburg, accompanied by Frank Henry of Poplarville, enter-
tain as the Miss PRCC Wildcat Scholarship Pageant contestants change from evening
gowns to clothes for the physical fitness competition.

By JAMIE DICKSON
Wellness Center Assistant Director

The spring is a perfect time to
bring your exercise outdoors
and an even better time to train
for a 5K. 

The Wellness Center can help
you get on the right track for
reaching this goal and it’s never
too late to begin. Come by the
Wellness Center and we’ll help
you decide which 5K training
program would best fit your
time and ability.  

We have five programs and a
beginner walking program to
choose from. You may be sur-
prised by how simple it will be
to follow one of these exercises. 

Each program begins with a
short distance walk or jog, and
gradually increases in distance
over a period of time.  In as lit-
tle as five weeks, you will have
completed the program.  

You can take this program a
little further by participating in
a local 5K event, in which we
can assist you with locating and
registering.  

A few upcoming events in-
cluding, the Mardi Party 5K on
March 1 in Bay St. Louis, Race
for the Fallen 5K on March 28
in Bay St. Louis, and the
Hattiesburg Clinic Rise and
Shine 5K on April 5 in
Hattiesburg.

All of these events help raise
money for local charities and
organizations.  What a great
way to give back to your com-
munity while improving your
health and fitness. 

The Wellness Center will
provide all of our 5K partici-
pants with a small prize upon
completing one of our 5K pro-
grams.  Additional prize draw-
ings will be held at the end of
the spring semester. To get
started, come see us!
n The Wellness Center will

be hosting a Valentine’s Silent
Auction to benefit the PRCC
Employee Cancer Fund. 

The auction will take place
the week of Feb. 10-14 and will
end at 12 noon on the Feb. 14.
We will have many great items
for you or your sweetie. Please
come out and help support this
event.

Consider
training
for a 5K

The bedrooms in new Marion Hall on the Poplarville campus are furnished with captain’s
beds, armoires and desks. Marion Hall, a $3.6 million residence hall, was built around an
open-air courtyard.

Due to last month’s ice storm, the MACJC Legislative
Appreciation Luncheon has been rescheduled for
Tuesday, Feb. 25. That date coincides with the next
MACJC President’s meeting and with the Capitol Day
event hosted by the Mississippi Faculty Association for 
Community and Junior Colleges (MFACJC). 
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President’s list announced for 2013 fall semester

Dean’s list announced for 2013 fall semester

Pearl River Community College has
released its President’s List for the fall
2013 semester.

Students must maintain a 4.0 aver-
age to be named to the Presidentís
List. They are listed by hometowns:

Bassfield - Rebekah F. Broom.
Bay St. Louis - Kristy L. Biddle,

Jesse A. Bourgeois, James D. Gaude,
Jennifer R. Ginn, Jessie E. Herron,
Lynnette E. Hudgens, Amelia G.
Johnson, Miranda N. Rutherford,
Wendy M. Scelson, Ashleigh M. York.

Biloxi - Heather A. Allred, Katie L.
Williams.

Brandon - Kayla N. Hemby.
Brooklyn - Cassie M. Cochran.
Carriere - Billie J. Alexander,

Jackie S. Anderson, Bethany A.
Berryman, Stephanie R. Carnathan,
Nicholas V. Drouilhet, Emily K.
Fleming, Christian S. Fuller, Michael
Gauthier, Jenna R. Gibson, Lacey B.
Hampton, Collene M. Haynes, Lesley
T. Jones, Jake H. Kellar, David T.
LeBeau, Brittany M. Levert, Bailey
M. Miller, Rebecca L. Mitchell,
Jansen T. Owen, Britt H. Patterson,
Peyton P. Perreira, Heather L.
Peterson, Jennifer M. Rancatore,
Melanie K. Richard, Stephanie R.
Rivas, Carley T. Scheuermann,
Maurice L. Smith, Douglas A. Spence,
Jordan D. Spence, Alexander J. Von
Robke, Taylor E. Walker, Nicole M.
Watts, Madelyne A. Werner,
Christopher S. Westbrook, Lucas D.
Wormser.

Carson - James S. Mahood.
Columbia - Tracey J. Cavanaugh,

Caleb V. Dearman, Marcus L. Foster,
Charles K. Green, Walter Irvin,
Shassidy L. Ramshur, Haley D. Smith,
Maria M. Taylor, Thomas B. Terrell,
Tye N. Whitfield, Tyler S. Wilks.

Diamondhead - Katelyn J. Lamb,
Cody J. Shiyou, Tiffany N. Tucker.

Dixie - Robert L. McGee.
Enterprise - Haley B. Smith.
Foxworth - Marissa N. Blanton,

Edward N. Hamilton, Miranda M.
Meaux, Patrick C. Regan, Christopher
D. Russell, Stephen T. Smith, Henry
A. Stringer.

Greenville - Virginia C. Cochran,
Terrance A. Thompson.

Gulfport - Travis W. Freeman.
Hattiesburg - Brandon L. Allen,

Ramona Backman, Sarah C.
Bienvenu, Jacob N. Billingsley,
Michael E. Breland, Michael A. Brett,
Courtney Brinson, Ashley M. Burke,
Sonya D. Conerly, Thaddieus J.
Cooper, Trevor A. Creighton, Kaitlyn
B. Doherty, Samantha E. Early, Leslie
J. England, Jamie D. Hall, Karley K.
Hill, Alec G. Holston, John L. Kent,
Jennifer R. King, Sarah M. Krock,
Benita S. Lang, Kelsea M. Lewis,
Phillip K. Logan, Usef L. Lowe Jr.,
Lucas B. Martin, Derick A. Minor,
Brittany L. Norton, Liselle P. Nuckols,
Elizabeth I. Nutt, Stephen B. Perry,
Karina R. Pisani, Sydney R. Ravesies,
William M. Sanders, Emily Shattles,
Stefani L. Shoja, Melissa L. Smith,
Brantley M. Steen, Paige B. Stringer,
Christopher J. Swanson, Bobbie
Swinney, Justin Tracy, Bingham A.
Waldron, Jelea M. Williams, Jade L.

Windsor, Anson M. Wright.
Jayess- Ashley D. Farnum.
Kiln - Bobbie E. Booth, Charlene

Cavalier, Joseph A. Cuevas, Tiffany
M. Cuevas, Cody James J. Koenenn,
Eve M. Necaise, Milton T. Travis.

Kokomo - Alex N. White.
Laurel - Brett A. Saul.
Leakesville - Hannah R. OíNeal.
Liberty - Chelsea E. Ford.
Long Beach - Kimberly L. Dillon,

Rebecca Hopper, Jacquelyne  Pierce.
Lumberton - Hollie A. Chester,

Bryan L. Fairley, Sydney L. Jackson,
Jeffrey A. James, Justin K. James,
Timothy E. King, Ross M. Koop,
Jonathan W. Morris, Shay J. Sattler,
Roxanne A. Shannon, Dustin D. Tims.

McLain - Edward L. Johnson.
Magee - Felicia S. Johnson.
McComb - Angela L. Beene.
McHenry - Randy S. Warden.
Mendenhall - Adrian N.

Weathersby, Todd M. Dupre.
Monticello - Ralonda R. Moon.
Oakvale - Mitchell G. Bass.
Ocean Springs - Gerrad McLaurin,

Cindy T. Nguyen, Jason L. Scardino.
Ovett - Nathan W. Rawls.
Pascagoula - Rachel M. Jacobson,

Natalie N. Lechner.
Pass Christian - Paul W. Albrecht,

Melody G. Campbell, Taylor A.
Greco, Joshua J. Matthews, Quoc T.
Nguyen.

Pelahatchie - Erica J. Cornelison.
Perkinston - Wanda G. Herrin,

Jazmyn R. Ladner, Shelby C. Ladner,
Amber L. Mayo.

Petal - Laken C. Arrington,

Kimberly S. Bennett, David C.
Bottoms, Forcithea E. Crosier, Robert
B. Dunn, Sarah E. Gibson, Justin R.
Hill, Fatma A. Otwane, Chelsea L.
Page, Megan L. Scronce, Colby S.
Stewart, Elizabeth D. Warren.

Picayune - Anna T. Adorno,
Nicholas R. Brewer, Amanda M. Britt,
Casey G. Burge, Melissa Cook, Mary
L. Cross, Ami L. Delaune, David P.
Failla, Hannah A. Falls, Anna K.
Frierson, Chelsea E. Gascho, Kaitlyn
B. Hayes, Levi C. Herrin, Joseph R.
Holloway, Courtney M. Johnson,
Kaitlin A. Johnson, Stephanie R.
Kuhn, Brandon K. Lee, Julie
Makamson, Amanda M. McDaniel,
Megean H. Millis, Steven C. Moody,
Amanda Musmeci, Magan C. Parker,
Bhakti N. Patel, Morgan N. Peterson,
Caridae H. Pittman, Victoria Salinger,
Amanda K. Seal, Christina V. Seale,
Jonathan W. Slaydon, Joshua B.
Smith, Stephanie D. Strickland, Willa
C. Stubbs, Jessica M. Thompson,
Ryan M. Trahan, Sarah M. Trombley,
Cordell Vaughn, Judy L. Wells, Gary
A. Williams, Ashanti D. Wright.

Poplarville - Angela L. Bickham,
Allen Hunter Braswell, Robert E.
Brouillette, John R. Cowart, Ernest
Duval, Dwayne C. Easley, Ben E.
Fayard, Jackie Hinton, Jonathan
Kelly, Eric A. Ladner, Andrea G.
Mannarino, Karly M. Mitchell, Jonas
A. Olsen, Ashton E. Rogers, Kristina†
E. Schluter, Michael A. White, Evelyn
J. Witsell.

Prentiss- Leanne E. Griffith.
Purvis - Heather N. Boutwell,

Charmin C. Edwards, Jillian L.
Ferrell, Alexiss A. Fiorella, Patrick
Hauk, Patrick E. Holcomb, Andrew
Lacina, Philip D. Lawson, Brittany M.
Long, Matthew C. Lott, Travis A.
OíSteen, Lynell Powell, Bradley G.
Rayborn, Katelyn M. Slade, Jacki D.
Yawn.

Richton - Timothy O. Beasley,
Lacey K. Feduccia, Kalon M.
Hillman.

Ruth - Sarah E. Burke.
Saucier - Lucas N. Davis, Jeri† L.

Hebert, Destiney M. Morgan, Sierra
M. Williams.

Seminary - Trest A. Underwood.
Soso - Stacey Gunter.
State Line - Kristen T. Bivens.
Sumrall - Samuel E. Bedwell,

Alicia M. Britt, Amanda L. Courtney,
Patrick C. Peterson, Ouida W. Russell,
Jennifer D. Williamson.

Taylorsville - Reuben S. McInni.
Tylertown - Kelly Gaudet, Micah

N. Kennedy.
Vancleave - Morgan Lee T.

Scarbrough.
Waveland - Garrett K. Bourgeois,

Ashley L. Chasez, Justin A. Ladner,
Taylor V. Thames.

Waynesboro - Crystal L. Everett.
West Point - Sara A. Hale.
Wiggins - Dyllon A. Beasley,

Lakita S. Brown, Aimee C. Moore.
Manhattan, Kan. - Erica J. Cave.
Bogalusa, La. - Anthony J.

Hemphill, Megan E. Johnson, Bridget
Pierce, James E. Williams.

Covington, La. - Wayne M.
Cavalier.

Associate Degree in Nursing graduates

Graduates of the associate degree nursing program at Pearl River Community College re-
ceived their diplomas and pins Thursday, Dec. 12, 2013, in a ceremony at the Ethel Holden
Brownstone Center for the Arts on the Poplarville campus. They are from left: Front row -
Cadie Clark of Carson, Savannah Alford of Columbia, Vita Carson of Hattiesburg, Taylor
McDaniel of Columbia, Justin Garber of Sumrall, Anna Hinton of Hattiesburg, Meghan
Werner of Carriere, Erica Rubio of Carriere, and Brenda Nuss of Diamondhead; Second
row - Hannah Roberson of Hattiesburg, Nacole Reid of Lumberton, Heather Bond of
Carriere, Caitlin Smith of Foxworth, Tia Jones of Richton, Ashlee Smith of Hattiesburg,
Caitlyn Kelly of Pass Christian, Chelsea Dunhurst of Picayune, Crystal Shows of Soso, and

Tamara Reed of Bay St. Louis; Third row - Zackery Johnson of Tylertown, Carlie Gill
Hattiesburg, Jessica Schorghofer of Pass Christian, Tessa Turner and Kelly Ladner, both of
Poplarville, Brittany Lee of Columbia, Raven Nightengale of Hattiesburg, Melissa Meyers of
Bogalusa, La., Courtney Ernst of Hattiesburg, Kathryn King of Kiln, Amanda Kerry of
Carriere, and Jodi Johnston of Kiln; Fourth row - Billy Ward of Foxworth, Don Ladner of
Petal, Derek Rowley of Kokomo, Brittany Fortenberry of Columbia, Dakota Seal of
Lumberton, Zachary Gillespie of Poplarville, Joseph Lee of Sumrall, Christopher Bond of
Hattiesburg, Jaron Allen of Bogalusa, La., Blake Stockstill of Picayune, and Erik Waller of
Poplarville. PRCC Public Relations photo.

Pearl River Community College
has released the Dean’s List for the
fall 2013 semester. Students must
maintain a grade point average of 3.4
or higher to be named to the list. They
are listed by hometowns:

Bassfield - Teresalynne W. Booth.
Bay St. Louis - Shannon M.

Buehler, Crystal D. Cross, Kolby A.
Foret, Wendy A. Geisel, Anita L.
Grisham, Callie A. Harris, Ethan
McLain, Garrett Necaise, Maguy L.
Paschall, Matthew R. Powe, Haley J.
Sudduth, Vy. T. Vo, Haley L. Weaver,
Howard L. Weaver, Nathan T.
Williams.

Biloxi - Kimberly A. Arnold,
Ashley D. Calcote, Hailey A. Fischer.

Bogue Chitto - Chynna Coghlan.
Brandon - Addie N. Brooks, Tatum

M. Lott.
Braxton - Mia S. Coleman.
Brookhaven - Melanie M. Smith.
Carriere - Sabrina L. Miller, Drew

C. Barras, Aaron J. Bennett, Alyssa
M. Benoit, Brittany T. Black, Katelyn
M. Briggs, Brandon G. Burchett,
Brittney M. Dean, Joshua G.
Dearmin, Yamileth† A. Deleon,
Dwayne A. Duchmann, Andrew M.
Dutton, Elizabeth P. Easley, Hugh J.
Guillot, Melanie A. Haden, Christy†
L. Herring, Amber Hewlett, Silvia F.
Huamani, Brittany A. Jones, Ryan W.
Kennedy, Matthew L. Laymon, Jessi
N. Lee, Julie E. Lee, Allyson P.
Lewis, Randy K. McDonald, Evan N.
McElroy, Caitlin V. Palmer, James
M. Prater, Caleb B. Smith, Brittney
K. Spence, Rhett M. Unbehagen.

Carson - Cole A. Perrin.
Centreville - Mallory A. Knighton.
Clinton - Kourtney Banks, Ali Ellis.
Collins - Edwind J. Blackwell,

Barbara R. Carroll, Ayleeya Johnson.
Columbia - Terrionce D. Aultman,

Daniel R. Barnett, Angel R. Bass,
Edward A. Beets, Malik D. Belton,
Candis C. Brewer, Shelby D.
Bullock, Derrick D. Cagins,†
Alexander L. Carter, Desiniqua G.
Collins, Makayla D. Cooper, Victoria
A. Cox, Kayla R. Fortenberry,
Xiandria R. Galloway, Daymond C.
Johnson, Shaquetta M. Johnson, Dallas
E. Kendrick, Marvin D. Kyle, Zachary

T. Martin, Michael D. McArthur,
Demetrius O. McLin, Shannon Peavy,
Curtis D. Peters, Marcus R. Petty,
Haylee L. Pierce, Rachel Pierce,
Katarina L. Powell, Samuel M.
Robbins, Haley N. Sellers,Kyle
Singley, Angela M. Stampley, Katie
Terry, Antron M. Watts.

D’Iberville - Nhi Y. Le.
Diamondhead - Janine M.

Dossman, Branden D. Edenfield,
Reese E. Gill, Summer R. Henry,
Lori J. Jones, Jacob R. Lal, Kelly A.
McLeod, Clayton Ware. 

Florence - Amber N. McMorris.
Foxworth - Joshua C. Bean,

Kinsey B. Dean, Kenneth L. Stringer,
Delaina F. Warren, Samuel S.
Williamson.

Gulfport - Justin T. Barna, Jeremy
Hollimon, Jason P. Ladner, Judith R.
Michaels, Nicole M. Mitchell, Ray
Wesson.

Hattiesburg - Kimberly A.
Alexander, Jennifer H. Barrett,
Brianna S. Blackwell, Robert R.
Bounds, Laakeland L. Boyle,
Brianna Brackman, Jacob R.
Bullock, Briauna D. Butler, Hayley
E. Byrd, Caroline M. Carlson,
Meckard D. Carter, Francine T.
Coleman, Kayla M. Compton,
Joshua Crane, Jozlyn J. Cruel, Tim L.
Dail, Kayla L. Daley, Jakara J.
Dennis, Jennifer E. Dews, Molly T.
Dirr, Kyla Evans, Jasmine S. Felts,
Julie Fussell, Tanika L. Gibson,
Ishimine M. Goins, Taylor C.
Graham, Timothy K. Hall, Caitlyn V.
Harper, Jalen R. Haskin, Anthony D.
Hines, Colton L. Holder, Cameron S.
Howard, Kayla M. Howard, Kathryn
L. Howell, Brandon M. Howlett,
Frances L. Jenkins, Khadeasia S.
Johnson, Megan N. Jones, Jasmine J.
Jordan, Jessica D. Kilgore, Ashley D.
Kinney, Quoc C. Le, Roman J.
LeJeune, LaMya R. Leflore, Amy M.
Lewis, Courtney M. Little, Ramsey
K. Lively, Brandi L. Logan, Jessica
K. Lowery, Kellie M. MacNevin, Jeff
Martin, Syrnetra L. McClendon,
Tiara McFarlin, Zyquona McGill,
Tyler N. McKenzie, Eusebio Medina,
Carly E. Mingee, Bradford M.
Moore, Mallory G. Morgan, Sara E.

Moulds, Elaina M. Nguyen, Victoria
H. Nguyen, Amelia Patterson,
Timothy K. Quesinberry, Carrie M.
Risk, Chelsie S. Robertson, David B.
Robertson, Lexus B. Rodgers, Coy
M. Scott, Tucker B. Shahady, Joshua
M. Shropshire, Crystal A. Small,
DeAndre K. Smith, Ktryka T. Smith,
Shelby A. Stiglets, Alkennia R.
Stokes, Tiffany L. Tankesly, Brandon
P. Thaggard, Jacob T. Tran, Kimberly
D. Truelove, Nancy L. Warden,
Caseanna S. White, Kelcey Williams,
Shamiraca L. Williams, Hannah N.
Williamson, Kristian A. Wilson,
Alexis M. Young.

Horn Lake - Christina M. Genry.
Jackson - Jasmine N. Beaman.
Kiln - Bailee R. Brewer, Brittany

LaFontaine, Dawn M. Mitchell,
Raygan L. Necaise, Jake M.
Pettigrew, Thomas G. Shaw, Allie N.
Stockstill, Mallory L. Stone,
Michelle A. Thorpe, Erick S. Villalta.

Kokomo - Kelsie J. Green.
Laurel - Hanh T. Duong, Allen G.

Holifield
Leakesville - Maggie E. Helton.
Lena - Irishma Bowie.
Long Beach - Michael D. Bass.
Louisville - Rocknese K. Greer.
Lucedale - William M. Holland,

Miranda J. Mardis.
Lumberton - Barry J. Aucoin, Tyler

J. Aucoin, Brady V. Cerniglia, Jamie
M. Davis, Brooke M. Fulcher,
Matthew L. Guthrie, Ashtin E. Harlan,
Callie T. Hughes, Joe D. Keith, Megan
L. Kelly, Sara D. Kemp, Sarah J.
Ladner, Kaitlyn V. Longino, Hunter L.
Nelson, Meagan P. Pearrow, Thomas
R. Pierce, Alexander  Reid, John Soley,
Victoria Walley, Miranda L. Woodruff.

Madison - Allie Flint.
McNeill - Jessalyn M. Bisesi,

Layton E. Spiers.
Mendenhall - Gyasi A. Williams.
Mize - Dorothy N. Lunn.
Moselle - Laura Ellzey.
Moss Point - Gerardo M. Grant.
Neely - Jeremy A. Smith.
New Augusta - Samantha K.

Hartfield.
Oakvale - Chawania D. Ross.
Ocean Springs - Michael A.

Allizzo, Kristie X. Cao.

Olive Branch - Alejandra Garcia.
Ovett - Nathan R. Sutton.
Pascagoula - Tracy L. Hadley,

Courtney C. Lechner, Ashley S.
Posey, Adam Smith.

Pass Christian - Beth A. Brown,
Molly C. Daley, Gregory S.
Thadison, Clara J. Tripp.

Pearlington - Summer R. Pack.
Pelahatchie - Jeremy L. Cross,

Ethan C. Martin.
Perkinston - Stephanie L.

Dedeaux, Jessica L. Gentry, Mariah
T. Houpy, Tiffany B. Peterson, Alyssa
N. Pullen, Sarah A. Silver.

Petal - Garren M. Berry, Jasmine
C. Booth, Jamonee T. Brown,
Michael D. Byron, Taylor M. Clifton,
Lauren Craven, Alexandra M.
Dickerson, George D. Farris, Louie
Forsmark, Lacie S. Garner, Joseph T.
Guyse, Kaycee J. Hill, Lance Hilton,
Aaron L. Hinton, Hannah Holloway,
Brandy A. Lindsey, Latasha R.
McGee, Priscilla F. Nguyen, Kerrie
A. Pace, Constance M. Reed, James
A. Richardson, Kacie N. Sanford,
Tasha N. Sanford, Jessica B.
Shoemake, Anna B. Smith, Ryan L.
Sumrall, Amanda L. Woods.

Picayune - Maria Adcock,
Kaitlynn A. Bales, Marisol Barajas,
Hannah C. Basile, Amanda R. Batey,
Rachel O. Beebe, Brooke A. Borden,
Alicia R. Buckelew, Christine L.
Collier, Kaitlin A. Cooper, Maria H.
Cooper, Kayla A. Croas, Kelli M.
Davison, Melissa A. Dragon, Nicole
E. Ducre, Samantha English, Mallory
R. Fleming, Dshanal W. Fowler,
Amber O. Goss, Rickyah Hawkins,
Toni R. Haynes, Matthew S.
Holloway, Casey H. Johnson, Jessica
D. Johnson, Cheyenne A. Ladner,
Gabrielle A. Ladner, Katharine R.
Laptas, Hannah D. Lauga, Devin R.
Littles, Stephen J. McGregor, Evelyn
K. Mitchell, Brandi A. Mixon, Mary
M. Odle, Colton L. Penton, Jordan K.
Pharr, Contina V. Pittman, Meghan S.
Pomes, Ashley M. Porter, Brandi C.
Reed, Mckenzie D. Rigney, Heather
A. Ruffin, Collin S. Rust, Brenda A.
Schaubhut, Crystel L. Schultz, Nigel
H. Simmons, Dakota C. Skipper,
Jessica N. Smith, Kane A. Smith,

Abby O. Stockstill, Ronda K.
Strickland, Paula J. Stubbs,
Rashundalyn I. Washington, Dylan T.
Watts, Hannah M. Williams.

Poplarville - Russell A. Allen,
Shaley L. Ashley, Kendrell S.
Bowden, Shawna L. Brady-Handley,
Rachel L. Breland, John-Taylor
Corley, Clayton D. Coy, Micah T.
Davis, Diamond D. DePhillips,
Haley R. Dewitt, Tayla Ducre, Cody
B. Dupont, Mariah P. Fairley,
Morgan J. Farmer, Miranda B.
Fazende, Ashtyn T. Folse, Chezly D.
Fulks, Alyssa M. Graeter, Alexis K.
Gupton, Carley L. Harrell, Breanna
A. Herndon, Hannah E. Herndon,
Victoria A. Hines, Michael B.
Holcomb, Danna S. Jackson,
Anthony Jeffers, Christine M.
Ladner, Rachael Ladner, Cara L.
Larsen, Donnie R. Lindsey, Daniel J.
Magee, Jessica L. Marshall,
Michaela C. Marshall, Richard K.
Martin, Sydney A. Mathis, Abby P.
Morris, Gabrielle L. Nuccio, Bridget
M. Orr, Cassye D. Owen, Katelyn M.
Piccaluga, Whitney S. Polk, BriAnna
U. Poole, Kelsey E. Poole, Lindsey T.
Poole, Dazia R. Raine, Katelynn B.
Reeves, Stuart A. Slade, Brice M.
Smith, Brittany L. Smith, Dakota A.
Smith, Heather R. Smith, Meghan M.
Smith, Samantha A. Temple,
Christopher D. Tillman, Michael J.
Toomer, Valerie Welch, Meagan
A.Whitworth, Abby K. Williams.

Port Gibson - Larry L. Pickens.
Prentiss - Rolando I. Castillo,

Desmon D. Harvey.
Purvis - Travis J. Anderson, Mia

M. Bell, Sarah Claburn, Morghan S.
Cuevas, Shelby T. Dilmore, Lindsay
R. Dunaway, Walker A. Evans,
Meagan E. Faggard, Jordan M. Ford,
Kimberly A. Franklin, John H.
Kohnke, Matthew A. Ladner, Ashley
N. Lawson, David E. Lee, Joshua M.
Long, Megan Mathias, Adam
Nicolosi, Jennifer M. Paul, David S.
Pylant, Mary A. Robinson, Colby G.
Sellers, Katie L. Shaw, Christopher
R. Stephens, Aaron J. Stuart,
Christopher S. Whiddon, Sharhonda
Whigham, Julious Yawn.
n See DEAN’S LIST, page 11
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n FROM page 10
Purvis - Travis J. Anderson,

Mia M. Bell, Sarah Claburn,
Morghan S. Cuevas, Shelby T.
Dilmore, Lindsay R. Dunaway,
Walker A. Evans, Meagan E.
Faggard, Jordan M. Ford,
Kimberly A. Franklin, John H.
Kohnke, Matthew A. Ladner,
Ashley N. Lawson, David E.
Lee, Joshua M. Long, Megan
Mathias, Adam Nicolosi,
Jennifer M. Paul, David S.
Pylant, Mary A. Robinson,
Colby G. Sellers, Katie L.
Shaw, Christopher R. Stephens,
Aaron J. Stuart, Christopher S.
Whiddon, Sharhonda
Whigham, Julious Yawn.

Richton - Melissa
Hitchcock, Darion L.
Matthews, Candice M.
Stinson. 

Ridgeland - Mary A.
Turner.

Sandy Hook - Latoya S.
Green, Abigail M. Hoey,
Magan D. Kendrick, Hayleigh
E. McClendon, Katie A.
Stringer. 

Saucier - Derrick M.
Mount.

Seminary - Erika P. Atkins,
Jessica M. Butler.

Shannon - Brittany M.
Harris. 

Shubuta - Leslie P.
Arrington. 

Soso - Jessica N. Shows.
Summit - Collin S. Parker.
Sumrall - Johnathan K.

Anderson, Natalee E. Baggett,

Phillip N. Bedwell, Hannah M.
Broome, Brooke A. Buras,
Laura N. Clinton, Courtney D.
Cooper, Kristen N. Dobbs,
Amanda C. Emerson, Korey
M. Hathorn, Todd A. Hatten,
Jessica L. Hobold, Hannah L.
Keith, Shannon N. Lucas,
James S. Miller.

Tylertown - Doyce Barnes,
Chandler B. Baughtman,
Porche T. Crumedy.

Waveland - Ashley L. Ard,
Stephen M. Burrell, David J.
Hale, Nicholas A. Lambeth,
Amanda K. Morris, Meaghan
E. Schultz.

West Point - Adam J.
Tumey.

Wiggins - Victoria L. Lott.
Woodville - Mary C.

Netterville.
Warner Robins, Ga. -

Miranda L. Mosley.
Angie, La. - Paul W. Noto.
Bogalusa, La. - Jenny L.

Adams, Julia M. Moody,
Anderson S. Russell.

Franklinton, La. - Lester J.
Crosby, Katelynn N.
Easterling, Trevor Miley,
Bethany L. O’Bryant.

Iowa, La. - Justin D.
Demary.

Lacombe, La. - Joshua A.
Bordelon.

Slidell, La. - Edwin F.
Reyes.

Lutherville, Md. - Colin E.
McCorkle.

Wooster, Oh. - Luke P.
McGee

DEAN’S LIST

Dr. Arlene Jones, director of nursing education at Pearl
River Community College, front left, and instructor Anna
Busby, right, inducted the charter members of Alpha Delta
Nu honor society Dec. 10. They are, front row from left,
Crystal Shows of Soso, Scarlet Nightengale of Poplarville,

Amanda Kerry of Carriere, Justin Garber of Sumrall, Anna
Hinton of Hattiesburg, Nacole Reid of Lumberton; back row,
Tessa Turner and Zachary Gillespie, both of Poplarville,
Brittany Lee of Columbia, Don Ladner Jr. of Petal and
Michael Stockstill of Picayune. PRCC Public Relations photo

Faculty profile

NAME: Melissa Dunaway

FAMILY: Married to Dalton
Dunaway (24 years), one son, Daniel
Dunaway, 22, one daughter, Le-Ann
Gill, 26

RESIDENCE: Sumrall

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:
Bassfield High School, and Jones
Junior College, Associate Degree
Nursing; graduated in 1996,
University of Southern Mississippi,
MSN; graduated in 2004, and Samford
University, DNP, graduated in 2012 

POSITION AT PRCC: Nursing Instructor

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 9 years

FAVORITE BOOK: anything by Dean Knootz

FAVORITE FOOD: I LOVE to eat! So I am not choosy.

FAVORITE MOVIE: I don’t watch a lot of movies. But I
do like shows such as “Criminal Minds” and “Law and Order:
SUV”

FAVORITE MUSIC: Country and Old Rock 

FAVORITE VACATION TRIP: Love to go to the beach.

WHAT TWO WEBSITES DO YOU VISIT EVERY-
DAY? Facebook & Yahoo mail. 

WHAT DON’T WE KNOW ABOUT YOU THAT
WOULD SURPRISE US? I love fast cars and hot rods.

WORDS OF WISDOM: Treat others the way YOU want
to be treated.

Dunaway

POPLARVILLE - The char-
ter members of Alpha Delta
Nu nursing honor society at
Pearl River Community
College were inducted
Tuesday, Dec. 10, in a ceremo-
ny at Malone Chapel.

PRCC established the Beta
Mu chapter this fall for stu-
dents excelling in the associate
degree nursing program.

“Those inducted into Alpha
Delta Nu have demonstrated
excellence in scholarship,
service, leadership and charac-
ter,” said Dr. Arlene Jones,
PRCC director of nursing edu-
cation. 

The national society was
formed in 2011 by the
National Organization for
Associate Degree Nursing and
has grown to 65 chapters in 24
states.

The charter members are
Scarlet Nightengale, Tessa
Turner and Zachary Gillespie,
all of Poplarville; Crystal
Shows of Soso, Amanda
Kerry of Carriere, Justin
Garber of Sumrall, Anna
Hinton of Hattiesburg, Nacole
Reid of Lumberton, Brittany
Lee of Columbia, Don Ladner
Jr. of Petal and Michael
Stockstill of Picayune.

PRCC charters nursing honor society

Router gives students 
some additional skills

Electronics technology student Katie Williams of Poplarville
works with the computer numerically-controlled router to
design and make a circuit board at Pearl River Community
College. PRCC Public Relations photo 

POPLARVILLE - Students
in the electronics technology
program at Pearl River
Community College use a
new piece of equipment that
puts them ahead of their peers
in similar programs.

The computer numerically-
controlled circuit board router
designs and makes circuit
boards, said instructor Vic
Cerniglia.

“No other community col-
lege that I’m aware of has
this,” he said.

Students enrolled in draft-
ing for electronics - a two-
week block course - quickly
learn to use the equipment.

“This is the third day and
they’re already designing cir-
cuit boards,” Cerniglia said.
“Pretty much every electronic
device has circuit boards.
They start out at this level de-
veloping prototypes for the
actual circuit.”

Katie Williams of
Poplarville expects the added
experience will help her land

a good job.
“It’s really interesting,” she

said. “I’ve never done any-
thing like this before. It’s real-
ly advantageous.”

Williams is on track to
graduate in December with a
dual major in electronics and
instrumentation technology.
She is combining course work
with service in the Air Force
Reserves as an avionics tech-
nician.

“It’s not quite as intricate as
this,” she said.

Electronics technology is
one of several career-techni-
cal programs PRCC offers in
the block format - a complete
course is taught in two weeks
with classes meeting all day.
Students can earn an associate
in applied science degree in
electronics technology in four
semesters.

For information about the
electronics technology pro-
gram, contact Cerniglia at 601
403-1108 or

vcerniglia@prcc.edu
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COMBO PLATES
#1. Burrito....................$6.49
12” Flour Tortilla, Seasoned Rice, 
Shredded Cheese, Meat, Refried 
or Black Beans, Salsa

#2. Three Tacos.............$5.99
Crispy Corn or Flour Tortilla, Meat,
Shredded Cheese, Shredded Lettuce,
Diced Tomato, Sour Cream

#3. Four Beef Tamales...$5.49
Warm Seasoned Beef in Corn Masa,
Wrapped in Corn Husk

#4. Quesadilla...............$5.49
Flour Tortilla filled with Melted Cheese,
Meat, & Toppings

#5. Tacos & Tamales......$5.99
2 Tacos (Crispy Corn or Flour Tortilla)
2 Beef Tamales

#6. Quesadilla & Tacos..$6.99
Quesadilla
2 Tacos

Side Options:
Chips & Salsa, Chips & Queso, Rice & Beans (Black or Refried)

Meat Options:
Seasoned Beef, Chicken Carnitas, Shredded Beef,
Grilled Steak, Pork Carnitas

Includes Choice of 2 Sides,
Choice of Meat, 
& 20 oz. Fountain Drink

799 Hwy. 11 South
(Corner of Hwy 11 S & Hwy 26)

Poplarville, MS  39470
601-795-6611

Brand

NOW
FEATURING

Pearl River Community College President William Lewis
(right) presents a plaque to Frank Ladner of Bay St. Louis,
who completed a two-year term as chairman of the PRCC
Board of Trustees in December. Ladner has been a
Hancock County representative on the board since 1992.

Dale Purvis takes over as chair
of PRCC Board of Trustees

Pearl River Community College’s
Board of Trustees has elected new offi-
cers for the next two years.

Dale Purvis of Oak Grove, a Lamar
County representative on the 16-member
governing board since 2007, takes over
as chairman. Purvis is president of COM-
SOUTH, Inc. and a graduate of PRCC.

He replaces Frank Ladner of Bay St.
Louis, a Hancock County representative
on the board since 1992.

PRCC President William Lewis
thanked Ladner his many years of service

on the board and for providing “superior
leadership the last two years as chairman.
He has represented the college well.”

Purvis, a Picayune native, graduated
from Picayune High School in 1978. He
received an Associate in Applied Science
degree from PRCC in 1984. He graduat-
ed from Mississippi State University
with a B.S. in Engineering in 1986 and
received a Master’s in Business
Administration in 1987.

“I met a lot of friends from other cities
when I was at Pearl River, lifelong

friends,” said
Purvis. “I have
two brothers and
a sister who at-
tended PRCC.
My grandmother
attended school
there in 1929. It
was like a family
atmosphere. I
was heavily in-
volved in intra-
murals during my

time there.”
Purvis has been with COMSOUTH,

Inc. since 1998. COMSOUTH is a
Motorola Wireless Communications
Solutions Provider that has served South
Mississippi for more than 50 years.

His wife, Tammy, also graduated from
PRCC in 1984. They have two children,
Kayla, 22, and Karlyn, 16.

The board also elected Brian Freeman
of Hattiesburg, a member of the board
since 2012 and Forrest County’s
Superintendent of Education, vice chair-
man. 

M.L. “Sonny” Knight is the board sec-
retary. He has been a member of the
board since 1995.

In other board news, Dr. Lewis recog-
nized Herbert Ray Nobles of Petal for his
20 years of service on the board  trustees. 

The April monthly meeting of the
board of trustees will be held at the
Hancock Center in Waveland.

Graduation ceremonies will be held on
May 14 at the Lynn Cartlidge Multi-
Purpose Center in Hattiesburg.Purvis Knight Freeman

Ladner recognized

Faculty profile

NAME: Mari Kenney

FAMILY: I have been in a relation-
ship for the past two years. 

RESIDENCE: Long Beach

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:
Graduated Long Beach High School,
2003; while attending, I was involved
in basketball, volleyball, softball, and
I ran track.After high school, I contin-
ued my education at William Carey
University, where I graduated with a
B.A. in theatre, 2008; I went back to
William Carey and earned my M.A. in English, 2012.

POSITION AT PRCC: English instructor

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 5+ years acting/improv
coach. First year teaching English

FAVORITE BOOK: Fight Club

FAVORITE FOOD: Thai

FAVORITE MOVIE: Waiting for Guffman

FAVORITE MUSIC: Modest Mouse, Queens of the Stone
Age, David Bowie, Talking Heads, Regina Spektor, Amanda
Palmer, and Mark Mulcahy

FAVORITE VACATION TRIP: When I was a child, my
family and I visited Holland. It was absolutely spectacular! 

WHAT THREE WEBSITES DO YOU VISIT EVERY-
DAY? Imgur, Huffington Post, and Purdue OWL

WHAT DON’T WE KNOW ABOUT YOU THAT
WOULD SURPRISE US? I moonlight as a stand-up comedian.

WORDS OF WISDOM: “If people cannot write well,
they cannot think well, and if they cannot think well, others
will do their thinking for them.”—George Orwell.

Kenney

Faculty profile

Name: Leah Blossman

FAMILY: Eddie Blossman, hus-
band; Taylor Brown 18, daughter;
Porter Brown 10, son; Stone Blossman
17, step-son; Sye Blossman 15, step-
son; Sam Blossman 8, step-son.

RESIDENCE:  Poplarville

EDUCATIONAL BACKROUND:
Purvis High School, High School;
Pearl River Community College;
Associates Degree, William Carey
University; B.S. William Carey, cur-
rently working on M.S.

POSITION AT PRCC:  Math Lab Instructor

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 9 years

FAVORITER BOOK: Hard to say - anything by Nicholas
Sparks or Karen Kingsbury!

FAVORITE FOOD: Anything SEAFOOD

FAVORITE MOVIE: The Notebook (I’íve watched over
and over!)

FAVORITE MUSIC: Country

FAVORITE VACATION TRIP: My family and I went to
Gatlinburg, TN over the Christmas Holidays. And I must say
- it was a blast and my favorite vacation ever!

WHAT THREE WEBSITES DO YOU VISIT EVERY-
DAY? Google, Google, and Google

WHAT DON’T WE KNOW ABOUT YOU THAT
WOULD SURPRISE US? I like to scrapbook, but never
have time to.

WORDS OF WISDOM: “Model the behavior in your
everyday life in a way that always reflects how you would
like to be treated.”†Byron Pulsifer

Blossman

POPLARVILLE - Pearl
River Community College has
received a $50,000 grant from
the Mississippi Development
Authority to support the Rolls-
Royce at Stennis Space Center
in Hancock County.

The grant is being adminis-
tered by Workforce Education
at PRCC.

“Rolls-Royce is doubling
their test capacity for their jet
engines at Stennis Space
Center,” said Troy Teadt,
PRCC workforce liaison.

“They’re going to be adding
approximately 40 new posi-
tions out there. We’re assisting
them in their expansion to con-
duct and support the training
they need for their new em-
ployees.”

The funds are used to send
new employees to a training
center in Columbus, Ohio; the
company’s main test facility in
Derby, England; or to training
at Stennis, he said.

Rolls-Royce North America
opened its first engine test site
outside of the United Kingdom
at Stennis in 2007 and com-
pleted a second test stand in
the fall of 2013.

The new jet engine test stand
will play a key role in the com-
pany’s development of next

generation technology that will
make important advancements
in improving fuel efficiency and
reducing emissions, according
to the company’s website. 

The site conducts noise,
crosswind, endurance and
other tests on the latest Rolls-
Royce civil aircraft engines.
The engines include the Trent
1000 that powers the Boeing
787 Dreamliner and the Trent
XWB that powers the Airbus
A350 XWB.

The company employs more
than 150 people at Stennis and
at Rolls-Royce Marine
Propeller and Waterjet
Foundry in Pascagoula, where
it machines, manufactures,
tests and repairs propellers for
the US Navy and Coast Guard.
The company also operates a
defense regional field office at
Naval Air Station Meridian.

The expansion offers jobs
for test operators and supervi-
sors along with forklift and
man lift operators, Teadt said.

“Everything from the very
technical to the support peo-
ple,” he said.

For information about jobs
with Rolls-Royce, go to
www.rolls-royce.com and
click on the careers tab.

PRCC helps 
Rolls-Royce
grow at Stennis

Barnes

Hancock Center: Lecture series features veterans
From Special Reports
On March 5, the Hancock Center will

present another lecture in its lecture se-
ries. 

The event will focus on personal expe-
riences from World War II veterans.

The National WWII Museum, in con-
junction with the PRCC-Hancock Center,
will present two engaging WWII speak-
ers, Mr. Tom Blakey, a veteran of the D-
Day Campaign, and Burt Stolier, a veter-

an of the Pacific Theatre. 
This event marks the 70th Anniversary

of D-Day, which will occur in June of
this year.  

Mr. Blakey and Mr. Stolier will bring a
media presentation, handouts, and arti-
facts to illustrate their experience more
fully. Please mark your calendars and
come to the Hancock Center for this mo-
mentous occasion.
n At the start of the spring semester,

the Hancock Center welcomed Ms. Mari
Kenney. 

Ms. Kenney joins the faculty as the
new English instructor. 

She graduated from Long Beach
Senior High School in 2003, William
Carey in 2008 with a BA in Theatre, and
William Carey again in 2012 with a MA
in English.

“We are very happy to have Mari
Kenney on board at the Hancock Center.

Ms. Kenney brings to PRCC a fountain
of new ideas, and she is dedicated to the
learning process,” said Raymunda
Barnes, Assistant Vice President-
Hancock Center.

“Ms. Kenney is a former basketball
standout at Long Beach High, and she
played briefly for Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College. She brings energy,
enthusiasm, and character to the Hancock
Center.”
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The Association of Education Office Professionals at Pearl River Community College
held a Christmas Food Drive for Brother’s Keeper Ministries. Pictured with some of the
food that was collected are AEOP members Marilyn Dillard, from left, Sharman Ladner,
Brittany Rayner, Cindy Wells and Cheryl May.

Food Drive a success

Dr. William Lewis presents River Reward prizes to admissions clerk Judy Jarrell and library
employee Eileen Hall. Jarrell was the November winner and Hall won the drawing in
December. With them are committee members, from left, Chuck Abadie, Candace Harper
and Archie Rawls. River Rewards is an employee incentive program designed to encour-
age participation in campus events and activities which support students. Employees who
submit monthly participation forms are eligible for the grand-prize drawing.

River Rewards program

The Pearl River Community College cheerleaders and mascot participated in the
Picayune and Poplarville Christmas parades over the holidays. They included from left:
Front row - Colt Turnage of Sandy Hook, Makayla Cooper of Columbia, Brooke Wactor of
Carriere, Chasity Ashe of Picayune, Hannah Nix of Poplarville and Brice Smith of
Poplarville. Back row - Chris Prince of Hancock, Chris Howard of Virginia, Josh Carlan,
Shane Gordon and Corey Willis, all of Carriere and Waqar Hamilton of Jamaica. The
mascot is Luke Owens of Bogalusa, La.

Holiday celebration

Laura Ousset of McNeill is exhibiting woodturning and quilt-
ing pieces at PRCC through Feb. 13.

As a child, Laura Ousset learned to use
and enjoy carpentry tools and how to sew
clothing and household items.

A college degree in mathematics and a
28-year career in data processing at Xavier
University of New Orleans didn’t include
art. Retirement and a move to McNeill
meant finding something to do, leading
Ousset to a second career as an artist.

Her woodturning and quilting pieces -
Bits and Pieces - are on display at Pearl
River Community College’s Moody Hall
Gallery through Feb. 13.

“I’ve been having a wonderful time,”
Ousset said. “I highly recommend retire-
ment.”

Shortly after moving from New Orleans
in 1998, she joined the Picayune
Piecemakers quilting guild.

“I’ve always been interested in quilt mak-
ing but I’d never done any,” she said. “I
signed up for a class.”

A couple of years later, she and her hus-
band began woodturning lessons with Tom
Dunn, a professional turner in New Orleans,
and joined the Bayou Woodturners.

“I’ve been doing that ever since,” she
said. “I particularly like doing segmented
pieces. The planning process, the ability to
create color and contrast in any shape I want
and the precision required to produce good
results are very appealing to me.”

The exhibit features segmented pieces,
including an open vase made of 321 pieces,
along with solid pieces, some colored with
aniline dyes. 

“I work hard on the finishing stage so that
the piece feels as good as it looks,” Ousset
said. “I like people to pick up my work and
discover the texture and heft of a piece.”

Woodturning requires investment in a
lathe, table saw or chop saw and various
other tools. 

According to family lore, Ousset has

been using tools since she was a toddler.
“My dad used to tell me one of my first

adventures was sitting on the end of his
workbench,” she said. “I took the drill and
drilled a hole and put a three-inch bolt in his
workbench. I’m not sure he wanted a bolt in
his workbench, but there it was.”

Her exhibit includes a number of quilted
wall hangings and table runners demon-
strating several techniques.

“The interplay of shapes and colors and
the textural addition of the quilting itself is
the part that I find exciting,” Ousset said.

Although not represented in the exhibit,
Ousset also plays bass guitar with the
Henleyfield Pickers and Jordan River Band.

The Moody Hall Gallery is open from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays on the first floor of
the building.

“I love her stuff,” said PRCC art instruc-
tor Charleen Null. “It’s gorgeous. You don’t
find a lot of women doing woodturning.”

PRCC displays wood, fabric art of Laura Ousset

By CANDACE HARPER
Coordinator of Alumni Affairs

We believe all students should have access
to a quality education.

That is why PRCC’s Pearl River County
Alumni Association is teaming up with com-
munity members in Pearl River County to ini-
tiate the “Your change can make a change”
Scholarship Campaign for Pearl River County
students.

Our goal is to have 260 residents of Pearl
River County to pledge only $25 toward schol-
arship support for students in Pearl River
County in the next 65 days.

The campaign was launched on Jan. 22 and
ends at our campaign dinner on March 27.

This gives us 65 days to raise $6,500.
All proceeds provide scholarships to stu-

dents in need through the Pearl River County
Alumni Chapter Scholarship. 

Make your pledge of $25 by calling 601-
403-1193 with your Visa, MasterCard or
American Express or mail your tax deductible
pledge to the PRCC Foundation, Memo:
Change Campaign, PO Box 5389, Poplarville,
MS 39470. 

When you make a donation make sure to
mention it on Facebook and Twitter with
#makeachange!      

Pearl River scholarship campaign

By TONIA MOODY
ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator

In the Book of Ecclesiastes, King Solomon
writes “the man is wealthy that enjoys what he
has.”

Are you happy? Do you have joy? Are you
content?  

King Solomon had great wisdom, which made
him the most powerful and wealthy person of his
day; however, he was not content. He didn’t
enjoy what he had and was continually seeking
more. 

It was only later in his life that he
realized that happiness comes from
contentment with what we have. 

We would be wise to heed his ad-
vice. However, most of us seem to
live life based on our situations, we
tend to be happy when everything
around us is going according to our
plan. We can learn to have joy in our
lives even when things may not be
going as we planned.

Joy is a decision that we make
ahead of time, it is our belief system.
We may not be happy with what is
going on, but we are content through
the situation. 

It seems to me a large part of stress in our lives
is caused because we are trying to “keep up with
the Jones’s”. We feel we have to own more
things, which results in us going into more debt,
and then we work more hours to pay for the
things we own and we don’t have time to enjoy
those things that we’ve worked so hard to get.

It seems like a never-ending cycle. He who has
the most things at the end does not win!   When
we live with contentment, we are satisfied with
what we have, we enjoy what we have, and we
don’t try to keep up with what others have as a
measure of what we should have. The one main
goal we should be focused on is our time here on
earth and what we are doing with it.

Life is really all about time. We should spend
each day making sure that we get a maximum
rate of return for that day. Every day is a new cre-
ation or a new gift that we have been given. 

As far as time goes, we are all equal.  It does-
n’t matter who you are, everyone has the same
amount of time in a day.  

The President of the United States, the Pope, or
a student at Pearl River Community College all
are given the same amount of time, the question
is then, what do you do with your time?

I’ve had people tell me, “I wish I had as much
time as you do,” well the truth is, they do.  We all
do. It comes down to how you set priorities for
your time. 

I’ve often said that we can see where our prior-
ities are based on where we spend the most time.
So look at your schedule and see what that says
about your priorities.

Next, enjoy the day as a gift, because we are
not promised another day.  We should make the

most of each day and be careful how we spend it.
I’ve met people who live in the past. These peo-
ple just can’t seem to accept things that happened
to them in the past and live life focused  on the
past. 

They dwell on the “what if’s.” Don’t get
caught in that trap. You can’t change what hap-
pened yesterday. Learn from it and move for-
ward. You can’t enjoy yesterday, no matter how
wonderful it was, it is only a memory.  You can’t
enjoy tomorrow, it is only a possibility. You can
only enjoy today.    

So how do we make each day a productive
day? Here are a few practical tips I’ve
found work well.

Make a list of everything you need
to get done in a day and number
them.  Be sure to prioritize them by
what you have to do, what you need
to do, and what you would like to do. 

The list should be relatively short,
no more than five or six items. Try to
go through the list in order each day;
in other words, don’t go to number
two or three until you have complet-
ed number one.  

One of the most important things to
learn to do, and hardest for me to do, is

to learn to say no. It is important to realize that
once you say yes to something, that time has to
be taken from something else. You can’t do
everything.  

Make sure what you’re saying yes to is some-
thing that you want to spend your valuable time
doing.    

Lastly, be joyful in how you approach the day.
We should not allow a bad day to steal our joy. 

I recently read that shortly after Coach Bear
Bryant died, his wife found a crumpled and worn
piece of paper in his wallet. No one knew that
paper was in his wallet. It was obvious the paper
had been opened and closed many times. 

This is what it said, “This is the beginning of a
new day. God has given me this day to use as I
will. I can waste it or use it for good. What I do
today is very important, because I am exchang-
ing a day in my life for it. When tomorrow
comes, this day will be gone forever leaving
something in its place I have traded for it. I want
it to be a gain, not a loss; good, not evil; success,
not failure in order that I shall not regret the price
I paid for it.”      

It seems like when you’re in your teens and
twenties, you think you’ve got all the time in the
world and time moves so slowly. When you get in
your 40’s, 50’s, and 60’s, you realize that all the
time in the world is not really a whole lot of time. 

Time is very short and it goes very fast. So how
are you going to choose to spend today? Enjoy
what you have and spend time with the special
people in your lives. The things you can buy
someone can never replace the time you spend
with them. 

Show the ones in your lives you value them by
investing your time in them.

Can’t change yesterday;
you can only enjoy today

Moody

House members are considering a plan to
pay community college tuition for high school
graduates who are not covered by other finan-
cial aid.

For a 75,000-student system, paying every-
one’s tuition might sound like a budget buster,
but officials say it will cost less than $4.5 mil-
lion a year. That’s because the money would be
offered only after a student sought all other aid
they’re eligible for from the federal and state
governments and their community college.

The House Universities and Colleges
Committee passed House Bill 424, sending it
to the Appropriations Committee. That com-
mittee must also act before the full House
would take it up.

“It has the potential to be a great program,”
said Kell Smith, a spokesman for Mississippiís
Community College Board.

Local governments and private donors are
already running such plans for residents of 20
of Mississippi’s 82 counties. Residents of six
more counties will get the same offer next fall.

“We’re encouraged by that bill,” said Dr.
William Lewis, president of Pearl
RiverCommunity College. 

“It looks like it has some promise this year.
It seems to be gathering support as time goes
on and would be a great opportunity for stu-

dents in this state to receive a tuition-free,
higher education for the first two years,” he
said. 

The proposed law would offer the money to
any Mississippi resident who graduated from
high school, whether public, private or home
school. 

The student must be younger than 21 and
must enroll within 12 months of graduation.
The student would have to take a full-time
slate of 15 credit hours and maintain a 2.5
GPA, or lose the scholarship.

If they met those standards, students would
be eligible for four semesters of free tuition.

The idea started at Meridian Community
College, which began offering what it calls a
“tuition guarantee” in fall 1996, using private-
ly donated money.

Haley Parker, who graduated from West
Lauderdale High School, is one beneficiary. A
sophomore, she plans to transfer to Mississippi
State University in Starkville to major in mi-
crobiology.

Parker said her family had hoped to send her
away to college for four years but couldn’t af-
ford it.

“It helps everyone, but it really helped me
because my dad had been laid off for two
years,” said Parker.

Bill would help with tuition
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2014-15 Women’s soccer signees
Player                       School                             Position

Hailey Furlan        Bay High School          Midfield forward

Katelyn Williams   Ocean Springs                  Midfielder

Delaney Gustafson Ocean Springs             Midfield defender

Jessie Cochran       George County                 Midfielder

Lyndsey Lee          Bay St. Louis OLA      Midfield forward

Amber Dye            West Harrison                  Midfielder

Taylor Hunt           Harrison Central          Midfield defender

Lexxi Gautreaux    St. Thomas Moore (La.)    Defender

Morgan Saucier     W.Harrison (USM xfer)  Midfield forward

Sarah Daniels        Madison Central          Midfield defender

2014-15 Men’s soccer signees
Player                       School                             Position

Luke Hicks             Greene County                  Defender

Brennan Kim          West Harrison                    Forward        

Cole Wooten           George County                  Defender 

Jay Fletcher             East Central                     Midfielder    

Chance Bourdene    Northwest Rankin             Forward 

Zack Vickers          Northwest Rankin              Goal keeper    

Grant Adams          Bay High School               Goal keeper

Marco Montano      Biloxi High School            Midfielder

Erik LeGier            Biloxi High School            Midfielder

Gavin Helton         Gulfport High                    Forward   

Romar Smith          Gulfport High                    Defender          

Austin Ladner        St. Stanislaus High             Midfielder                    

Brandon Maier       Belhaven/Ft.Lauderdale     Goal keeper 

2014-15 Baseball signees
Player                  Position                         School

Zack Boone          Pitcher (RHP)   Columbia High

Brody Bray          Catcher            Taylorsville High

Patrick Daniels     Pitcher (RHP)  Bay High School     

Seth Farmer          Outfielder          Loyd Star High      

Carter Hankins      Catcher      Forrest County AHS

Jordan Hayes        Pitcher (RHP), 1B   Taylorsville

Brock Roberts      Pitcher (RHP)   Bogue Chitto

John Carter Sanner  Pitcher (RHP), 1B  Oak Grove

Lucas Scott          Infielder            George County

Reagan Wease   Pitcher (RHP), Inf. Harrison Central

Ryan Wesson        Outfielder      Ridgeland High

2014-15 Softball signees
Player                     Position                         School

Skylar Cook           Pitcher                    Prairieville, La.

Alyssa Cronich      Outfielder               d’Iberville High 

Katherine Davis     Infielder                 d’Iberville High

Mary Key             Infielder                 Leake Academy             

Shannon Massey   Outfielder            Magnolia Heights 

Branda Northrop   Outfielder              Poplarville High

Katelyn Raffeo     Infielder                   West Harrison 

Cassandra Rosser   Outfielder               d’Iberville High

Whitney Smith       Infielder                   West Harrison        

Former Pearl River
Community College assistant
football coach Joe Wickline
was recently hired as the new
offensive line coach at the
University of Texas, under
new Texas coach Charlie
Strong.

Wickline coached offensive
line at PRCC in 1995 under
late head coach Keith Daniels.

Wickline has been at
Oklahoma State since 2005
and has produced some quality
lines during that stretch. All-
Americans Levi Adcock and
Russell Okung were among
his star pupils in Stillwater and
the Cowboys routinely pro-
duce 1,000-yard rushers.

Riser gets SLU job
HAMMOND, La. - Former

PRCC baseball star Matt Riser
was recently named head base-
ball coach at Southeastern
Louisiana University. 

Director of Athletics Jay
Artigues, also former PRCC
baseball coach, made the an-
nouncement Jan. 21.

At age 30, Riser becomes
the university’s 16th baseball
coach and one of the youngest

at the NCAA Division I level.
He has served as baseball coach
on an interim basis since
Artigues relinquished the duties
to take over the AD job in June.

“I’m really excited to see
Matt take over,” Artigues said.
“It’s something special to my
heart, spending eight years to
take the program to the level
it’s at now. It was important to
hire somebody who could not
only take the baton and keep it
at that level, but take it to the
next level. Eight years ago, our
program was at the bottom of
the Southland Conference, and
now we’re knocking on the
door every year.” 

A native of Picayune, Riser
earned his bachelor’s from
Tulane University in 2007. As a
junior, he played a vital role in
helping Tulane reach the 2005
College World Series.

Prior to his time in New
Orleans, Riser played under
Artigues at Pearl River, where
he earned All-Region XXII
honors and Region XXII
Defensive Player of the Year
honors as a sophomore, help-
ing PRCC to the state title. 

Sports notebook
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Pearl River’s Irishma Bowie (11) hauls in a rebound over Jones County’s Darris
McLendon in the Wildcats’ 72-69 MACJC South Division loss to the Bobcats in Shivers
Gym. Photos by Mitch Deaver

Pearl River’s Shanta’ Echols (with ball), a sophomore from Sumrall, battles two Jones JC
defenders for possession of the basketball in their MACJC South Division victory over the
Lady Bobcats.

Pearl River’s Quintarius Porter (32) and Jeremy Hollimon and Jones County’s Thaddeus
Hall (1) scramble for the ball in the Wildcats’ 72-69 South Division loss to the Bobcats. 

PRCC’s Taylor Brister battles for the ball against JCJC’s Lathisha McCullum (25) in the
Lady Wildcats’ 89-83 South Division overtime victory over the Lady Bobcats.

Pearl River head coach Richard Mathis makes a point with an official in the Wildcats’ 72-
69 South Division loss to Jones. - Photo by Mitch Deaver

Pearl River’s Essence Pulliam (30), a freshman from Jackson Forest Hill, slips around a
Jones JC defender on her way to the basketball in South Division basketball action.

Pearl River’s Deantra Darjean goes up for two of her sea-
son-high 28 points in the Lady Wildcats’ 89-83 win over the
Lady Bobcats - Photo by Mitch Deaver

Pearl River Community
College picked a pair of im-
pressive women’s and men’s
MACJC South Division basket-
ball victories over Hinds last
week with the Lady Wildcats
taking a 58-39 win, while the
Wildcats were 70-59 victors.

PRCC’s women improved to
11-3 overall, 6-2 in division
play, while its men are now 11-
5 and 4-4.

In the women’s game, the
visiting Lady Bulldogs never
led, but managed to knot things
up at 3-3 in the opening min-
utes. With 6:46 left before the
break, Laporshia Mitchell’s
basket cut The River’s lead to
16-13, but that was as close as
Hinds would get.

From that point, Pearl River
closed out the half with a dom-
inating 21-6 scoring run to take
a lopsided 37-19 lead at the in-
termission.

The Lady Wildcats opened
the second half with an 11-4
scoring surge for their biggest
lead of the night - 48-23 - with

13:04 left, but the Lady
Bulldogs wrapped the game
with a 16-10 run only to suffer
a 19-point defeat.

Hinds had no double digit
scorers, but Felecia Guynes
(four rebounds), Latorya
Richmond, and Sharlandria
Winston (seven rebounds, two
blocks) scored six points a
piece.

Deantra Darjean, a Prairie
View A&M transfer who
prepped at Yates High in
Houston, Tex. (five assists,
seven steals, four rebounds),
and Shanta’ Echols of Sumrall

High (10 rebounds) paced The
River with 13 points each,
while Taylor Brister, an East
Central CC transfer from
Prentiss, scored 10 (two treys),
Kaci Sisson of Quitman High
seven, Tamesha Horne of
Taylorsville High (four re-
bounds) and Skyiesha Moss of
Quitman High (five rebounds,
two blocks), five each, Jalonda
Jones of Quitman High and
Tamera Williams of Hinds AHS
(four assists), two each, and
Iesha Dixon of Hinds AHS one.

The men’s game went simi-
larly to the women’s. Hinds
never took the lead even though
it managed to tie the score twice
in the first half.

Ladarrius Drain slammed in
a bucket with 24.7 left before
the break to knot things up at
25-25, but Southeastern
Louisiana signee DeAngelo
Coleman of South Pike High
banged in a trey with six sec-
onds left to give the Wildcats a
28-25 edge at the intermission.

In the second half, the

Bulldogs kept it relatively
close, but Troy State (Ala.)
signee Jeremy Hollimon of
Gulfport High hit two threes
and a two over a two-minute
span to give the Wildcats their
largest lead of the night at 44-
32 with 13:09 left.

Hollimon paced the Wildcats
with a game-high 20 points
(two treys, four rebounds),
while Kaven Bernard out of
Assumption High in
Napoleonville, La., added 17
(five rebounds), Coleman 14
(10 assists, two treys, three
steals), Bryant McGee of West
Marion High nine (six re-
bounds), Joshua Johnson out of
Carroll High in Monroe, La.,
three, Lester Crosby of
Franklinton (La.) High,
Devontai Foye of Hattiesburg
High, and Quintarius Porter out
of Forest Hill High in Jackson,
two a piece, and Louisiana-
Monroe signee Rakeem Esco of
Canton High one.

PRCC swept Hinds in previ-
ous South Division games.

JONES COUNTY @ PEARL RIVER
South Division Women’s & Men’s Basketball Games
Played Thursday, Jan. 23, 2014 @ Poplarville
WOMEN
Pearl River 89, Jones County 83 (OT)
First Half: 35-31 (JCJC); Second Half: 46-42 (PRCC)
Overtime: 12-6 (PRCC)
n Jones County (10-5, 5-2): Kadie Parker 22 (10 of 12 FG, 2

of 2 treys), Crystal Clay 11 (8 RB, 3 blocks), Kaylan Hughes 10
(6 RB, 3 steals), Starla Daggans 9, Latisha McCullum 8 (7 as-
sists, 4 steals, 2 treys), Precious Jefferson 6 (10 RB, 6 steals),
Alyson Johnson 6 (4 assists, 3 steals), Caitlyn Spane 6, Terrica
Willliams 3, Zana Bridges 1, Chelsea Phillips 1.
n Pearl River (10-2, 5-1): Deantra Darjean 28 (9 RB, 14 of

16 FG, 3 steals), Kalisha Washington 23 (4 treys, 8 steals),
Shantaí Echols 11 (13 RB, 3 blocks), Tamesha Horne 7,
Vamikka Smith 6 (17 RB), Taylor Brister 6 (5 assists), Tamera
Williams 3, Tiana Dampeer 2, Essence Pulliam 2 (3 assists).

FIELD GOALS: Pearl River - 29 of 67 (43.3%), Jones
County - 33 of 82 (40.2%).

THREE POINTERS: Pearl River - 4 of 10 (40.0%), Jones

County - 6 of 18 (33.3%).
FREE THROWS: Pearl River - 27 of 40 (67.5%), Jones

County - 11 of 20 (55.0%).
MEN
Jones County 72, Pearl River 69
First Half: 35-31 (PRCC); Second Half: 41-34 (JCJC)
n Jones County (14-1, 7-0): Ashton Woodson 16 (5 RB),

Christopher White 12 (5 RB), Leroy Fludd 10 (6 RB), Bryce
Jones 10 (4 assists), Thaddeus Hall 9, Darris McLendon 4,
Johnny Zuppardo 4 (4 assists), Leo Garrett 3, Jared Tillman 2,
Adrian Williams 2.
n Pearl River (9-5, 2-4): Jeremy Hollimon 23 (3 treys, 6 of 8

FT, 4 RB), DeAngelo Coleman 14 (5 assists), Kaven Bernard
13 (7 RB, 7 of 8 FT), Braynt McGee 7 (6 RB, 4 blocks),
Rakeem Esco 5 (6 RB, 5 assists), Quintarius Porter 5, Lester
Crosby 2 (4 RB).

FIELD GOALS: Pearl River - 20 of 51 (39.2%), Jones
County - 28 of 62 (45.2%).

THREE POINTERS: Pearl River - 6 of 17 (35.3%), Jones
County - 5 of 14 (335.7%).

Turnovers - PRCC 14, Jones County 11.

River sweeps pair from Hinds
Upcoming games
Feb. 6 - at Miss. Gulf Coast
Feb. 10 - host Southwest
Feb. 13 - host Meridian
Feb. 17 - at Jones JC
Feb. 20 - host Co-Lin
Feb. 24-27 - MACJC State
Tournament (North men)
March 5-8 - Region 23
Tournament at Clinton 
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Some 50 Mississippi JuCo players signed
letters of intent with FBS schools in December.

But if you talk to junior college coaches
around the state, those numbers will go down
in the future.

No, the coaches aren’t expecting a sudden
shortage of Division I talent. There will still be
plenty of recruits capable of playing in the
SEC. 

Instead, new NCAA academic requirements
will make it more difficult than ever for junior
college recruits to academically qualify at
four-year institutions.

The NCAA passed legislation last spring
which states by the start of the 2014 academic
year, athletes must have a 2.5 grade-point av-
erage in their transferable credits to academi-
cally qualify. That is a significant jump from
the previous 2.0 GPA requirement and higher
than what is required of incoming high school
student-athletes.

“(The increase) is going to make it a lot
more difficult,” Holmes Community College
coach Jeff Koonz said. “We are going to be a
hotbed for Division-II because a lot of these
kids are going to slip through the cracks.”

The NCAA bumped up its junior college
transfer requirements after it determined two-
year transfers fared worse at four-year institu-
tions compared to four-year transfers and reg-
ular enrollees, according to ESPN. 

The NCAA also made its credit require-
ments more difficult, forcing two-year trans-
fers to take a natural or physical science class
and only count two physical activity credit
hours.

“We do understand that any standard im-
pacts students. We are very, very well aware of
that,” Diane Dickman, the NCAA’s managing
director of academic and membership affairs,
told ESPN. “But I will tell you, historically,
we’ve seen this with initial eligibility over
many decades, as we have set higher stan-
dards, student-athletes have risen to meet those
standards.”

While the NCAA might have had the right
intentions, Koonz expects the new rules to en-
courage junior colleges to push their players to
the easiest possible courseload. 

If a player has to have a 2.5 GPA, the school
will do whatever it can to make that happen,
even if it means loading up on easy courses.

Even then, it might not be enough.

Daniel Ross, a defensive tackle from
Northeast Mississippi Community College,
had multiple BCS-level scholarship offers, but
he will be headed to either the Canadian
Football League or an NAIA-level school be-
cause he couldn’t qualify. His junior college
coach expects more Daniel Rosses with these
new requirements.

“A lot of kids are going to do what Daniel
Ross did,” Northeast Mississippi coach Ricky
Smither said. “He’s not a dumb kid. It’s tough
on some of these guys who don’t have a back-
ground in college. He worked hard in the class-
room.

“NAIA schools are fixing to get strong.
Some of these kids just can’t do the class-
work.”

Smithers said Northeast Mississippi will
dedicate more resources going forward to ad-
ditional tutors and other academic services.
He’ll also hold players out of practice so they
can get additional studying time.

Glenn Davis, head coach at Copiah-Lincoln,
doesn’t like the rule and expects it to impact at
least a few of his current players. He and his
coaches will stress to the players that they will
need to step it up in the classroom if they want
to move on to a four-year school.

“We want kids to graduate. We want them to
do well in the classroom, but we have to win
too,” Davis said. 

“One of the things we try to do and be more
aware of what is expected of them. They need
to understand this is their last opportunity to
get where their dream is.”

But the new rules go beyond simply the jun-
ior colleges. 

The higher standards will force four-year in-
stitutions to re-evaluate the players they recruit
from junior colleges. The ability to graduate
and be eligible in December could trump talent
in some instances.

“Louisiana Monroe has some relatively high
standards and that eliminates an awful lot of
guys for us,” Louisiana Monroe coach Todd
Berry said. 

“But you have a larger pool (in the South) to
pull from. That means sometimes you bypass a
three-star guy because you know academically
it’s going to be a push. Maybe you take a two-
star because there’s not much of a difference
from a talent standpoint and he’s got a better
academic standing.”

JuCo football players
face tougher standards

The next wave of college and junior col-
lege football superstars will sign the dot-
ted line on Wednesday, Feb. 5, with sever-
al members of the class holding out to
make their decisions until the last minute.

Division I football coaches have traveled across
the state of Mississippi to recruit the talented Junior
College talent over the past year.

The Sun Herald’s Top 50 list of JuCo prospects are
spread throughout the state, ranging from Mississippi
Gulf Coast Community College to national champi-
on East Mississippi CC, with stops between Pearl
River CC and Jones County JC.

The Big Three, Alabama, West Virginia, Illinois,
Penn State and Arizona are among the player’s col-
lege choices. Mid-year signing period began Dec. 18.

“Mississippi once again lived up to its reputation
of being the best JuCo league in the country,”
BigGoldnation.com Publisher Lanny Mixon said.
“They proved it on the field and on the recruiting trail
with another bumper crop of top quality prospects.”

This year’s JUCO class in Mississippi provided a
number of top quality mid-year transfers and a large
number overall of high quality Division I prospects.
Gulf Coast’s wide receiver D’haquille Williams is the
Sun Herald’s top-ranked recruit. The Auburn signee
is also ranked No. 1 nationally by both
247sports.com and Rivals.com.

Gulf Coast cornerback Derrick Moncrief also
signed with Auburn.

Other Gulf Coast D-I signees are cornerback Josh
Keys (Texas Tech), long snapper Wyatt Smith
(Colorado), tight end Marlon Pope (South Florida),
tackle Craig Frigo (South Florida), offensive tackle
Chris Frigo (UAB), linebacker Cavellis Luckett
(Middle Tenn. State), linebacker Trey Wafford
(MTSU) and safety Nigel Green (South Alabama).

Six from Pearl River
The Wildcats (4-5) came within a field goal of up-

setting Gulf Coast and were competitive under first-
year coach William Jones in the rugged South
Division.

Six Wildcats are headed to D-I schools: defensive
tackle Dalvon Stuckey (Auburn verbal), defensive
tackle Ge-Monee Brown (Western Kentucky), offen-
sive guard Carson Miller (UAB), defensive back
Derrick Rancifer (South Alabama).

Wildcats defensive end Darrius Caldwell has been
offered by Southern Miss, North Texas, UAB and
Louisiana-Lafayette, but hopes to get an offer from
South Carolina. 

Some JuCo players sign in December
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