
PRCC board of trustees
welcomes new members

Kimball, Lord, Tillman,
Whiddon retire Dec. 31

Allied health programs
have pinnings this month

A new face will join the PRCC Board
of Trustees when it meets Dec. 11.

PRCC alumnus Will Russell was
elected superintendent of education in
Jefferson Davis County to fill the final
year of Ike Haynes’ term. Haynes re-
signed in June. 

Russell defeated John Daley, who had
been serving as interim superintendent.
Following Daley’s appointment, Russell
was named to Daley’s job as principal at
Bassfield High School.

Also in November, Tess Smith was
elected Lamar County superintendent, filling the last year of Dr.
Ben Burnett’s term. Smith had been serving as interim superin-
tendent since Burnett’s retirement in May.

By state law, the county superintendents of education in the
six counties in PRCC’s district serve on the Board of Trustees.

Sonny Knight was reappointed to the board in November by
the Pearl River County Board of Supervisors. He has served as
a trustee since 1995.

Chirstmas Holidays will be observed Dec. 18, 2014 through Jan. 5, 2015. All offices
will close Dec. 17 at 4 p.m. and reopen Jan. 5 at 8 a.m. All staff members will return

to work Jan. 5 and faculty members will return to work Jan. 6.

Smith

Crown Wildcat soccer teams champs
Men make it 3 straight in MACJC;
women make it 2 of last 3 in state

One of the newest examples of PRCC’s
commitment to excellence arrived on
campus in November with the delivery of
a Steinway Model D concert grand piano
for the Brownstone Center for the Arts.

Piano instructor Hope Bass and choral
director LaDona Tyson traveled to the
Steinway & Sons Factory in Queens,
N.Y., on Oct. 17 to personally select the
piano. 

“I was beyond thrilled to have the op-
portunity to tour the factory, and pick out
the new Steinway Model D for the
Brownstone Center,” Bass said. “The
model D is handcrafted and takes about
one year to complete from start to finish.
Steinway pianos are unsurpassed in quali-

ty, and they are known for their superior
sound and responsive touch.”

The piano is PRCC’s last major
Hurricane Katrina replacement, replacing
the grand piano ruined when the roof blew
off the old Moody Hall auditorium.

“As a faculty, we felt that it was impor-
tant to have an instrument of the highest
quality possible for our students, instruc-
tors and visiting artists,” said Archie
Rawls, chairman of the Department of
Fine Arts and Communication.

“The Steinway Model D Concert Grand
is the piano of choice by professionals and
music schools throughout the world for its
legendary power, tone, touch, and
longevity. The fact that it is made in

America by the finest craftsmen in world
is an added bonus. We expect this piano to
last as long as the Brownstone Center it-
self, if not longer!”

Bass and Tyson were accompanied by
Steven Kinchen, co-owner of Hall Piano
Company in Metairie, La. The trip includ-
ed a private tour of the Steinway factory,
including observing the bending of a nine-
foot concert grand piano rim.

“It is exciting to consider the joy that
this piano will bring to the countless num-
ber of people who will hear it and play on
it for the next 75 to 100 years,” Bass said.
“Long after most of us are gone, this
Steinway piano will still be making beau-
tiful music.” 

New Steinway piano here

Piano instructor Hope Bass (left photo) gives
the new Steinway Model D concert grand piano
a try in the Brownstone Center. It replaces the
old piano (above) that was destroyed by
Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

Left, PRCC freshman Mark Mangum (19) of Kenner, La., slams a header in MACJC state championship soccer action.
Right, sophomore Morgan Saucier (10) moves the ball upfield in playoff action. Photos by Mitch Deaver.   

Snow falls as the String of Pearls join solo dancer Ragan al-Jabi of Carriere (in white) and The JazzCats and The Voices for
the Holiday Pops finale, Irving Berlin’s Christmas, on Dec. 4 at the Brownstone Center for the Arts. More photos, pages 2, 9. 

Pearl River’s Wildcat and Lady Wildcat
soccer squads are the 2014 MACJC-
Region 23 champions.

The two teams duplicated the twin
championship feat in 2012, while the
Wildcat squad has claimed the men’s title
for three straight years.

The PRCC men defeated Mississippi
Gulf Coast 2-1 in a shootout. The PRCC
women defeated Hinds 3-1. Both games
were at Jones Junior College. 

“This team had a lot of fight in them,”
said PRCC men’s coach Paul Martin.
“What we might have lacked in overall
talent, we made up for with hard work.”

The Lady Wildcats dropped 12th-
ranked and undefeated Jones County 4-0
in a double-overtime semi-final game in a
shootout scenario, while Hinds blanked
Northwest Mississippi 2-0.

PRCC women’s coach Jack Byrd said
his team jelled at the right time.

“We started the season hot, then went
through a four-game stretch where we
couldn’t find the back of the net,” said
Byrd. “When we played Jones the second
time around and lost, it was gut check
time for us. Then we put together a couple
of victories before the playoffs. We started
going again.”

In the Wildcats’ semi-final game with
Jones County, Pearl River won 1-0 off a
header by Chance Bourdene of Northeast
Lauderdale High with just 36.5 seconds
left in the first half.

Said Martin, “We had our down mo-
ments during the season against Jones and
Meridian, but every time we got down
like that, we always responded.” 

The good news for Martin is this year’s
team only had five sophomores. Freshman
Chance Bourdene of Brandon led the team
with 12 goals and freshman Romar Smith
of Gulfport was second with eight. 
n See MACJC CHAMPS, page 16

Holiday Pops! at PRCC

Dorms close at 4 p.m. Friday for the Christmas break.
Winter term classes start Dec. 15 and go through Dec. 19 with

finals on Dec. 20.
Staff will work through 4 p.m. Dec. 17 and return to work at

8 a.m. Jan. 5. Faculty return the following day.
Registration will be held from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Jan. 6 at the

Hancock Center; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 6 at the Forrest County
Center; and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 7 in Poplarville.

Dorms will open for the spring semester at 1 p.m. Jan. 7. Day
classes begin on all campuses on Jan. 8

Night classes begin Jan. 12 and will meet on Jan. 19 when day
classes and offices are closed for the Martin Luther King holi-
day. Online classes start Jan. 20.

Dorms close this Friday

Bookstore having big sale

Four members of the PRCC family are retiring, effective Dec.
31.

They are Alicia Kimball, Sylvia Lord, Brenda Tillman and
Barbara Whiddon.

Kimball, assistant director of information technology, has
been at PRCC for 25 years. She plans to be a full-time mom.

Lord, a bookstore assistant, has worked at PRCC for 20 years.
She plans to enjoy her 10 grandchildren and four great-grand-
children and have time to crochet, knit and work in her yard.

Tillman, custodian for White Hall, the Science Building and
the Alumni House, has been at PRCC for 18 1/2 years. She
plans to take it easy in retirement.

Whiddon, lead practical nursing instructor in Poplarville, has
taught at PRCC for 18 years. She plans to spend more time with
her family and travel.

Students in five allied health programs will graduate and re-
ceive pins before the end of the semester.

Respiratory therapy students at the Forrest County Center will
have a ceremony at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 10, at the Woodall
Center in Hattiesburg. 

Practical nursing students in Poplarville will have their cere-
mony at 5 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11, in Malone Chapel.

Practical nursing and surgical technology students at the
Forrest County Center will graduate at 10 a.m. Monday, Dec.
15, at the Woodall Center.

Associate degree nursing students will have their ceremony at
7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 15, at the Brownstone Center in Poplarville.

The PRCC Bookstores in Poplarville and at the Forrest
County Center are having a winter sale through Jan. 20.

Merchandise is 25 to 75 percent off regular prices.
The bookstores will close at 4 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 17, and

reopen at 8 a.m. Monday, Jan. 5.

Pearl River’s Darral Willis (21) drives the ball down court in
the unbeaten Wildcats’ 81-69 victory over Southwest
Mississippi Dec. 4. See sports coverage, pages 14-16.
Photo by Mitch Deaver
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Pearl River Community College offers equal edu-

cation and employment opportunities. We do not dis-

criminate on the basis of race, religion, color, sex,

age, national origin, veteran status, or disability. For

inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies or

to request accommodations, special assistance, or al-

ternate format publication, please contact Tonia

Moody, ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator, at P.O. Box

5118, Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601 403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredit-

ed by the Southern Association of Colleges and

Schools Commission on Colleges to award as-

sociate degrees. Contact the Commission on

Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,

Georgia 30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500,

or at http://www.sacscoc.org for questions

about the accreditation of Pearl River

Community College. The Commission is only

to be contacted to learn about the accreditation

status of the College, to file a third-party com-

ment at the time of the College’s decennial re-

view, or to file a complaint against the College

with evidence that appears to support non-

compliance with a standard or requirement. All

normal inquiries about the institution, such as

admission requirements, financial aid, educa-

tional programs, etc., should be addressed di-

rectly to Pearl River Community College and

not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

SACS process steps
n PRCC will prepare and submit the Compliance Certification with supporting documentation by March 15, 2015.
n The Compliance Certification will be reviewed by the Off-Site Peer Review Committee.
n The Off-Site Review Committee will forward its preliminary findings to the On-Site Peer Review Committee. Pearl River Community
College may choose to submit a Focused Report in response to these findings six weeks prior to on-site review.
n Pearl River Community College will also prepare and submit its Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP) six weeks prior to on-site review.
n During October 27-29, 2015, the On-Site Review Committee will visit Pearl River Community College.

By MATT LEE
The Drawl Staff Writer

In life, all good things must come to an end.
Moving on is the next step, and now that time is
for me.

In the spring semester, my intentions are to at-
tend Mississippi State University to become a
Bulldog, although USM remains a possibility.

I will miss PRCC, especially the instructors,
and my friends like Olivia Carter who always
made me happy and smiling. My goal is to even-
tually go to MSU and major in either agricultur-
al communications or become a county agent so
that I could work with 4-H and FFA once again.

Before I graduate, I have to thank some peo-
ple who got me to this point of my life.

First, I thank my wonderful parents, Billy and
Debbie Lee, for supporting me, pushing me to
do better and to do everything as if my life de-
pended on it. When it comes to an education, it
is not something to take for granted; instead it’s
something to take advantage of.

I also want to thank my family from the Lee
side to the Monzingo side for being there and for
asking how I was doing at PRCC. 

Next, I would like to thank my
PRCC instructors and high school
teachers, especially Mr. Mike Dale,
Mr. Yancie Ross, and Mrs. Wanda
White for pushing me to do my best.
As for my business marketing teach-
ers, Mrs. Carol Williams and Mrs.
Delana Harris, thank you for helping
me make sure I had the right classes
and for making days go better after
being in your classes. Both of you are
amazing at what you do.

The next instructor I want to thank is Dr. /Bro.
Stan Davis for praying for me to not only finish
but to finish well enough to pass everything. Dr.
D, thanks for teaching me, along with others,
how to read the book of Proverbs and for show-
ing me the power of giving at the annual yard
sales and also for teaching me history of the Old
and New Testament books.

Thank you, Mrs. Carolyn and Richard
Tedford, for also praying for me and for making
those delicious cinnamon rolls with the jumbo
chicken eggs and other excellent treats.

Mr. Chuck Abadie, thanks for the honor and
privilege of letting me write for The Drawl since
I started at PRCC in 2011. Thank you to my
church family at First Baptist of Carnes for
teaching me the power of the Holy Spirit every

time I walk through those doors and Bro. Todd,
thank you for teaching me and others how to live
by God’s word.

Most important, thank you God for your will
for me to attend PRCC and for giving me the
strength to pass my classes and for showing
what bad grades do to a GPA. I do everything in
honor of you and I give you all of the glory. 

I attended PRCC because of a fellow Wildcat,
my mamaw Ila Faye Seal Lee, who went to
PRCC in 1949 and stayed in Huff Hall. I also at-
tended PRCC because my family from the Seal
side has history here - Seal Hall is named after
Enoch Seal who is my mamaw’s cousin. 

Thank you to the readers of The Drawl who
read my articles. I have always wanted to write
for a newspaper because I felt that it was in my
blood to write and because I thought of it as a
calling from God because He knew I would use
it to spread His word and for His glory.

I also would like to thank everyone at Student
Support Services for helping from the very be-
ginning in the Summer Bridge Program to now.
I especially thank you Dr. E for helping me,
guiding me and helping me to get a job at

Student Support Services.
I hope that everyone had a wonder-

ful Thanksgiving break. I also hope
you have a wonderful and a blessing
filled Christmas.

Happy New Year to everyone and
to all of those coming back in the
Spring. Good luck to you in your
studies and make sure to get with your
advisors if you ever need anything be-
cause they will help. 

This is when I say farewell to
everyone and wish everyone well. 

I pray that God guides you in the way that He
would have you to go always remember to obey
His word and to do His will. 

Also while in school ask yourself this: Do I
want to be a legend or a hero? “Remember kid,
there’s heroes and there’s legends. 

Heroes get remembered but legends never die,
follow your heart kid, and you’ll never go
wrong.” said Art LaFleur, who played Babe
Ruth in the movie “The Sandlot.”  

In other words, do you want to be a hero in
your studies or legend that is only remembered? 

Farewell PRCC Wildcats.  
Once a Wildcat always a Wildcat, and Roll

River Roll. 
n Matt Lee is a sophomore student from

Carnes.

Lee

My journey at PRCC
has been enjoyable one

By IVERY BODDIE
The Drawl Staff Writer

Each year, many people around the world
eagerly await the Christmas holidays. 

It is a time of peace, love, and joy
for many of its celebrants. However,
there is another international day
which promotes peace, love, and joy. 

This day is known as Human
Rights Day. It occurs 15 days before
Christmas. 

In 1950, the U.N. General
Assembly proclaimed Dec. 10 the
day in which the world should recog-
nize the universal Declaration of
Human Rights as a common stan-
dard of achievement for all peoples

and all nations. 
So in December, as we observe the beauty of

festive lights adorning many objects, let us
also observe the beauty of people.

If we were all the exact same, life would be
extremely boring and perhaps vain.
Human beings contributing differ-
ent ideas have shaped the world
around us since the existence of
mankind.

In order to truly experience
peace, love, and joy, we must first
add acceptance to our daily lives.
Mankind is at its best only when
humanity is at its best.

Seasons greetings. Happy holidays.
n Ivery Boddie is a freshman

student from Sandy Hook.Boddie

Human Rights Day occurs 
during month of December

By LEIGHTON CHERAMIE
The Drawl Staff Writer

If your reading this article, you’re more than
likely a student, faculty or alumnus of Pearl
River Community College.

Pearl River has impacted each of our lives in
different ways, from memories to accomplish-
ments. From Seal Hall to Dobie Holden
Stadium, the colors maroon and gold flood our
hearts and minds with cherished memories that
time cannot erase.

If you have spent any amount of time at
Pearl River, you would have to say that the
good always seemed to outweigh
the bad in just about every situation
life has thrown at us. 

Memories aren’t something you
learn in a book but learn through
experiences, with friends and class-
mates. A memory of sleepless
nights stressing over finals, never
knowing if you studied enough, to
the countless hours of homework
that seemed at the moment just
busy work that didn’t show its
worth until test day.

A memory of cherished moments
with classmates sharing hopes and aspirations
of the future never really caring what the future
may hold, living for the moment and never
questioning the reality that in an instant all that
you have known will be gone. 

Like a fire burning with warm light, the
flame slowly flickers, but as time goes on, the

flame grows and grows until suddenly it goes
out. Memories are like the flame, while its
burning is ever changing, never knowing when
nor caring, when the final ember will fade, and
living for the moment while enjoying the
brightness of life.

But like the flame, memories leave you
warm and refreshed knowing that without the
flame or memory your life would be a cold
dark place, with no hope for tomorrow.

So here’s to the late-night conversations that
seem to have no end, and the moments where
we laughed until we cried. Even though in that
moment they seem so pointless, now they are

full of warmth and cheer now know-
ing that if we can make it through the
unknown we can make it through it
all. 

So at this very moment, I chal-
lenge each and every one of you to
live for the day and embrace every
second that you have, because like
the flame one day, the light that
lights your way as you know it will
fade away, leaving you only with the
memory of how special and impact-
ful it really was. 
We may never have the privilege to

meet and know everyone that attends Pearl
River, but one thing is for certain: The colors
Maroon and Gold will always run through our
veins.
n Leighton Cheramie is a sophomore stu-

dent from Carriere. He will be transferring
to Mississippi State University in the spring.

Cheramie

Memories never fade:
PRCC a shining light
Won’t forget those cherished moments 

By Dr. JENNIFER SEAL
VP: Planning and Institutional Research

Pearl River Community College is looking
forward to 2015 and submitting its 10-year
reaffirmation report to the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC).

“Pearl River Community College is contin-
ually improving processes and services that
focus on serving the needs of our students
throughout the district,” said Dr. Jennifer
Seal, Vice President for Planning and
Institutional Research.  

The Office of Planning and Institutional
Research (OPIR) is making steady progress
toward the established March 2, 2015, dead-

line to submit the required Compliance
Certification. The OPIR has begun logistical
and tactical planning for the on-site reaffir-
mation visit that will occur Oct. 27-29, 2015.  

A team from Pearl River
Community College traveled to
the SACSCOC annual meeting in
Nashville, Tenn., last week to stay
abreast of best practices in accred-
itation and other issues related to
higher education.

One of the main focuses of the
SACSCOC On-Site Reaffirmation
Team will be the Quality
Enhancement Plan (QEP).  

The QEP is a long-term assess-
ment plan that will provide an in-

stitutional course of action to improve student
learning.  While the QEP is a requirement of
SACSCOC reaffirmation of accreditation, it
affords Pearl River Community College the

opportunity to focus on one area in
order to its enhance overall quality
and effectiveness.

Plans are for the QEP to focus on
the first-year college experience of
PRCC students.  

It is important that faculty, staff,
and students are all well informed
about the first-year experience plan
to improve student learning.

QEP information is shared with
all faculty, staff, and students
through the QEP Committee, meet-
ings, newsletters, and social media.  Dr. Seal

SACS reaffirmation process

2015 deadlines approaching

Above, the Brass Quartet keeps the music playing as guests leave the Brownstone
Center after Holiday Pops! on Dec. 4. They are, from left, instructor Mike Bass, Chris
Fletcher of Columbia, Garrett Bourgeois of Bay St. Louis and David Morgan of Hancock.
Below, the Guitar Ensemble play as the audience arrives. They are, from left, instructor
Trevor Hunt, Chris Fletcher of Columbia, Marilyn Ackerman, Tony Allen and Justin
Dedeaux, all of Poplarville. More photos, pages 1, 9.

W.C. Rivers greets the audience before the Holiday Pops! show begins.



Two Pearl River Community College instruc-
tors were treated to three days of fun, mixed in
with a little education, at the annual
Lamplighters Conference.

Forrest County Center instructor Christie
Brady and Hancock Center instructor
Craig Carrigee represented PRCC at
the conference which was started in
1989 to recognize the accomplish-
ments of outstanding community col-
lege faculty.

The event was hosted by Coahoma
Community College and based at the
Isle of Capri and Casino Resort in
Lula.

“We were basically pampered and
entertained for three days,” Brady
said. “It was like a vacation in the
middle of the semester. I felt truly ap-
preciated for my work at PRCC. Of
course, our work with students has
unique rewards every day, but it was
really special to be considered a
Lamplighter by my administrators.”

The conference included a visit to
the Coahoma campus for a presenta-
tion on the area’s cultural and histor-
ical significance, entertainment and a
dinner.

“It was great to meet colleagues
from across the state while getting to
visit and partake in the culture of the Mississippi
Delta,” Carrigee said. “In addition to a visit to
Coahoma Community College, we were also

treated to a fantastic blues concert at the Hopson
Plantation as well as a cruise on the Mississippi
River. Overall, the Lamplighters convention
was an amazing educational and professional
experience.”

Brady began her career at the
Forrest County Center as an adjunct
psychology instructor in 2005, be-
coming a full-time teacher in 2009.
Before coming to PRCC, she worked
in clinical mental health settings be-
fore moving into administration at
Head Start and
grantwriting/fundraising at DuBard
School. 

She holds the bachelor’s degree in
psychology and social/rehabilitation
services and the masterís in counsel-
ing psychology from the University
of Southern Mississippi. She is the
divorced mother of a 14-year-old
son.

Carrigee began at PRCC by work-
ing in the Student Support Services
program in Poplarville as well as
teaching GED classes. He currently
teaches math and physical science at
the Hancock Center in Waveland.

He holds the master of science de-
gree in physics from Mississippi

State University and is enrolled in the
Research, Evaluation, Statistics, and
Assessment Ph.D. program at the USM. He and
his wife are the parents of a son.
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Lamplighter awards
go to Brady, Carrigee 

Students in Pearl River Community
College’s Honors Institute are teaming up with
graduate students from Mississippi State
University for the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Campus RainWorks Challenge.

The PRCC students hosted the MSU stu-
dents Wednesday, Oct. 22, to make their plans
and tour the campus.

“This is a great opportunity for our students
to work on a project that could benefit our
campus,” said Dr. Stephen Black, Honors
Institute director.

Three teams will enter the challenge. Each
team will include landscape architect and
graphic design or engineering students from
MSU and PRCC Honors students. Two will

design improvements to sites on the PRCC
campus and one will put together a campus
master plan, said Cory Gallo, MSU assistant
professor of landscape architecture.

“A specific site design would improve looks
and also water quality,” he said. Winning
teams will earn a student prize to be divided
evenly among team members, as well as a fac-
ulty prize to support green infrastructure re-
search or training, according to the Campus
RainWorks website.

PRCC’s Honors Institute has several on-
going projects with the EPA, including an in-
ternship with the Gulf of Mexico and a pro-
gram to monitor ground water quality, also in
collaboration with MSU.

Honors students work with MSU

Graduate students from Mississippi State University and Honors Institute students from
Pearl River Community College began preliminary work on their EPA Campus RainWorks
Challenge design entries with a campus tour on Oct. 22. They are, from left, MSU stu-
dents Amer Mahadin and Alicia Wood-Jones; PRCC Honors students Samantha Temple
of Picayune and Jenesis Kelly of Hattiesburg; MSU students Wanrong Tan, Wil Carson,
Stephanie Sigman, Jinglei Feng, Leslie Moma, Henyang Ma and Mohan Zang; Dr.
Stephen Black, Honors Institute director; and Cory Gallo, MSU assistant professor of
landscape architecture. PRCC Public Relations photo

By KERRI PACE
Special to The Drawl

When I learned that the Environmental
Protection Agency was looking for interns who
were in their sophomore year, I felt a great rush
of excitement that I hadn’t felt in ages. 

Working for the EPA had actually been a big
dream of mine-as someone extremely interested
in the environment and how it works, the intern-
ship seemed like the perfect opportunity to expe-
rience what I wanted to do with my future. 

While I felt terrified to apply for something so
prestigious, I was intent on making this happen.
At the end of my initial interview, I apologized
for my nervousness, and said that being an intern
would be the single greatest experience for me. 

A day later, I found out I had gotten the job.
I wasn’t entirely sure what I would be required

to do during my internship, but I was fearful of
menial paperwork and dull tasks. That is not
what I got to do!

During my 10-week internship, I was able to
become involved with projects and assignments
that I hadn’t thought possible. The EPA agency,

located at Stennis Space Center near the
Louisiana-Mississippi state line, is focused on an
environmental program, called the Gulf of
Mexico Program. 

This program focuses on keeping the Gulf of
Mexico - from Texas to Florida - safe, clean, and
beautiful. Within the first two weeks, I was told
that some of the head people from the main EPA
office would be coming to the Stennis office. 

While on a coast tour with our visitors, I got to
see a backstage view of dolphins and endangered
sea turtles at a marine institute, to go on my first
boat ride to Deer Island, and to get a tour of his-
toric places in New Orleans. 

For “Bring Our Children to Work Day” at
Stennis, I put together an activity for the children
concerned with the difficulties of removing oil
from water (that was well received, I might add.)  

I was able to attend many amazing meetings,
and talk to some of the most intelligent scientists
I had ever met - people from all over the world. 

However, the most amazing experience would
be near the end of my internship, when I got to
help the Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality with their Mississippi

Coastal Assessment; I spent an entire week on a
boat going all across the coast, collecting water
and mud samples, and getting the most amazing
sunburn of my entire life.

When I stepped into the room where my initial
interview was being held, I was a terrified, shy
mess. When I stepped out of my own office at the
end of my internship, I was a stronger person. 

I learned valuable people skills, which I utilize
daily for my work at the Student Success Center.

I’ve grasped more knowledge than I could
have ever dreamed of about the environment and
on science in general. I also met some of the most
wonderful people who extended their helping
hand to me at every chance. Not only has the in-
ternship helped shape my future as an environ-
mental engineer, but it has helped shape me into
a better human being.

Thank you, EPA! Thank you, Pearl River!
And a personal thanks to Dr. Stephen Black

and Dr. Terri Ruckel for helping to provide me
with the experience of a lifetime.   
n Kerri Pace is a sophomore student from

Petal. She is a member of the PRCC Honors
Institute.

REACH coastal project coordinator Jared
Harris supervises as Kerrie Pace of Petal,
an environmental engineering major at
PRCC, takes pond water samples. 

Student finds internship exciting



F O R R E S T   C O U N T Y   C E N T E R
The DRAWLDecember 2014 • Page 4 

FCC Fall Fest

Above, a little whipped-cream pie in the face never hurt anybody. Just ask Dr. Mandi Parker,
PRCC biology instructor, who is about to take a plate to the face from a student. Below,
chemistry instructor Amanda Blair (left) used her skills to make fake show for the crowd.

Left, some faculty members
used the Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles as their theme
during the annual Fall Fest on
Oct. 30. They include Mandi
Parker (kneeling); from left -
Amanda Blair, Chris Christen
and Nichole Watkins. Above,
instructor Camille Soulier
(center) is joined by students
Matison Taylor (left) and Haley
Wiggins, both of Purvis.

Members of the Surgical
Technology department
used Forrest Gump,
Lieutenant Dan and the
misfits, as their theme
for Fall Fest. First row -
Mori Moran of Kiln,
Tammy Allhoff, Surgical
Tech program director;
and Dawn Bowser of
Petal. Back row -
Yolanda Moore of
Ellisville, Courtney Kelly
of Brooklyn, LeAnne
Cuevas of Columbia,
Brittney Hawkins, surgi-
cal tech instructor; and
Winter Whiddon of
Lumberton.

The History and Humanities Club used Fall Fest as a fund-raising opportunity. They in-
clude from left: First row - Doo Wop of Los Angeles, Sandra Silvain Sossa Agua Prieta of
Sonora, Mexico; Shay Williams of  Hattiesburg; Faculty Adviser Cheri Alder and Emily
McIntyre of Dixie. Second row - Lea Garner Williams of Petal, Pamela Bolanos of
Lawrence County, Tori Valliant of Carriere, Cole Yates of Petal, Hunter Roberts of Dixie
and Zac Quisenberry of Oak Grove. Back row - Tierney Manning of Sumrall, Evan
Thornton of Collins and Christian Davis of Dunedin, Fla. 

Veterans Day event
draws a big crowd

Col. Mark Prine looks at Mount Rushmore
and sees the faces of America’s best.

“I see four gentlemen who placed their lives
on hold,” he said. “They were citizen soldiers.”

Prine, deputy commander of the Mississippi
National Guard’s 184th Expeditionary
Sustainment Command, was guest speaker for
the annual Veterans Day program Nov. 11 at the
Forrest County Center.

The four presidents carved into the stone of
Mount Rushmore illustrate the American tradi-
tion of the citizen soldier, he said.

George Washington served in the British mili-
tia and the Virginia militia before commanding
the Revolutionary Army.

“He continues to be the most senior officer in
the American military, by act of Congress,”
Prine said.

Thomas Jefferson resigned his commission as
a colonel in the Virginia militia to help write the
Declaration of Independence, and Abraham
Lincoln’s brief service in the Illinois militia
helped him to understand how much he didn’t
know about military matters during the Civil
War, he said.

Theodore Roosevelt served as assistant Navy
secretary, used his influence to become a
colonel in the New York National Guard and

went west to raise cavalry troops for the Army.
“TR would take his troops into Cuba,” Prine

said. “This would launch his career that led to
the White House.

“They did what the American service people
do today - they put their lives on hold, serve and
come back home.”

Prine also is an adjunct history instructor at
the Forrest County Center and advisor for the
Presbyterian Christian High Color Guard,
which presented the colors. PCHS student
Meredith Mitchell sang the national anthem.

PRCC has held the designation of a Military
Friendly School for a number of years and the
Forrest County Center also hosted an informal
breakfast for students, faculty and staff who are
veterans.

The events are more than symbolic, said
Army veteran and PRCC student Freddie Smith
of Hattiesburg.

“It meant a lot,” he said. “It touched me - so
many people coming up and hugging me.”

Smith, 54, had to take a medical discharge
from the Army after 13 years when he “tore up”
his ankle at Airborne school, he said. He is fin-
ishing his third semester at PRCC and expects
to graduate in the spring before transferring to
the University of Southern Mississippi.

Above, Col. Mark Prine talks
about the role of citizen soldiers
during the Veterans Day pro-
gram at the Forrest County
Center of Pearl River
Community College. Left,
Lynnessa Best, an Army veter-
an of Desert Storm, reads her
poem “American” during the
Veterans Day program. Below,
the PRCC Spirit of the River
marches in the Hattiesburg
Veterans Day parade on Nov.
11.

PRCC Public Relations photos

By DR. JANA CAUSEY
Assistant VP for Forrest County Operations

On Nov.  18, the Respiratory Therapy facul-
ty and students sat down to enjoy a nice
Thanksgiving meal together.

After all, they had a lot to be thankful for
since they were winding down a semester of
hard work. 

This group celebrated with a traditional pot-
luck meal including turkey, green beans, sweet
potato casserole, cranberry sauce, rolls, dress-
ing, and various desserts. The group fellow-
shipped and had a great time.

At the end of the meal, a ton of food was
leftover. A student by the name of Jaime

Massie thought the food should go to a charity.
Department chair Lori Anderson immediate-

ly got on the phone to find a place to take all
the food. The students and instructors loaded
up the food and donated it to Lighthouse in
Hattiesburg.

Massie and Chezly Fulks, both respiratory
therapy students, truly felt the Thanksgiving
spirit from this act and these students are all
thankful to be a part of such a great group.      

Massie said, “I think that was the coolest
part of the day. Remember, don’t be selfish and
think of others, it always turns out amaz-
ing....ALWAYS.”

Congratulations to respiratory therapy for
your act of kindness.

Respiratory students find
some Thanksgiving spirit

Respiratory Therapy students, from left, Alkennia Stokes of Hattiesburg, Jaime Massie of
Brooklyn, and Chezly Fulks and Kristen Turner, both of Poplarville, were part of the group
that donated their Thanksgiving meal leftovers to a worthy local charity. A huge crowd of faculty, staff and students were on hand for Fall Fest on Oct. 30. 
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By CHRISTINA OTALVARO
PRCC Spanish Instructor

After teaching for nearly 20 years, I can
honestly say that traveling abroad with my
students has been one of the most memo-
rable and educational experiences in my
teaching career.

The summer of 2010, I traveled to Costa
Rica with a college group from Pearl River
Community College (both Forrest County
and Pearl River campuses).

Establishing a program abroad was not
an easy task, especially while developing a
program for the first time.

Nevertheless, the positive and support-
ive response that I received from the ad-
ministration, faculty and student body al-
lowed me to work hard to achieve this
goal.

The results from this trip were phenom-
enal. Students learned a lot more than cul-
ture and language. They found themselves
learning life lessons. They learned how to
budget their money, how to manage their
time, and, most importantly, they learned
how to think outside the box while they
find themselves valuing education and
other people’s way of living.

It was amazing to see the metamorpho-
sis from the moment we planned the trip to
the actual day when my students arrived in
Costa Rica. It was a life-changing experi-
ence.  Even the air felt different to them.

They were amazed by the hospitality of
each of the host families and the faculty
welcomed them to Costa Rica.

Students were able to increase their
knowledge regarding communication
skills, geography, sociology as well as the
economy in a third-world country. They
were able to witness how people make it
with limited resources, but with a lot so
tenacity, dignity and optimism.  

They admired how the “Ticos” or Costa
Ricans valued education and how hard
they worked to accomplish their goals.
Students had the opportunity to have qual-
ity time with the host families where they
were able to share more than a meal. 

They actually felt the human touch com-
ing from these families every morning dur-
ing breakfast and every evening while hav-
ing dinner. 

Students even learned to appreciate the
daily   “gallo pinto,” a typical Costa Rican
dish made with pinto beans and rice eaten
everywhere, even in the McDonald’s and
Burger King. 

Students remembered how it felt to walk
to school every morning. They embraced
the   changes of actually connecting with
people face to face, instead of text to text.
Some of them experienced drinking natu-
ral juices for the first time.  

The excursions also complemented their
educational experience and personal
growth. The students were mesmerized by

the natural resources and the beauty of
Costa Rica. 

They could not believe how such a small
country could be filled with so many natu-
ral treasures: From active volcanoes, such
as “Arenal,” to coffee plantations, the rain
forest, both in the jungle as   well as the
beach (white and black sand beaches in
both the Pacific and Atlantic oceans). 

Students also benefit greatly from their
student-service learning. 

We attended an orphanage in San Jose,
Costa Rica. They were able to connect
with the children at the orphanage, not
only by speaking to them in their native
tongue, but by expressing their empathy,
and compassion needed and wanted by
children of any culture.

I can honestly say that this experience
transformed the students’ way of learning
and my way of teaching. I see now how
language could never be completely ac-
complished from a book or in a class
room. 

I want to commend all the administra-
tion and faculty for making this program
possible. Thanks for seeing this program
as an investment.

After  teaching a foreign language for
many years, I have learned the importance
and  the significance of a program abroad. 

I have also learned the value of having a
supportive administration and team such
as Pearl River Community College.

PRCC students who traveled to Costa Rica this past sum-
mer as part of the summer-abroad program included from
left: Steven Perry of Hattiesburg, Maggie Brannon of Petal,
Sara Krock and Tiffany Moreno, both of Hattiesburg, instruc-
tor Christina Otalvaro and Aaron Bennett of Hattiesburg.  

PRCC students travel abroad to Costa Rica

Students at the Forrest County Center out did themselves again this year when it came to
collecting non-perishable food donations for the Salvation Army. Standing behind this year’s
food items are from left: Salvation Army representative Latashia Owens, Major Andrew
Gilliam, Wayne Howard, and PRCC counselor Joe Wesley. Students and employees of the
Forrest County Center donated 5,690 food items. First place went to Medical Laboratory
Tech program (1,377 items, 68 per student), second place to Medical Radiologic Tech pro-
gram (1,873 items, 60 per student), third place to the Science Club (930 items, 34 per stu-
dent) and fourth place to the Office Systems Tech program (549 items, 20 per student).
Since the Forrest Counter Center kicked off the Salvation Army program in 2000, students
and employees have donated a total of 79,419 food items.

Salvation Army donations

FCC Fall 
Poetry Cafe
Leslie Terrell (above, on
guitar) of Purvis and
Chyna Duncan (left) of
Hattiesburg, students in
the Creative Writing
Program at the Forrest
County Center, read their
poems during the Fall
Poetry Cafe. Creative
Writing students offered
up their original poems to
the audience at the
Multipurpose Room. 

Pearl River Community College history instructor Jim Walsh makes a point during his talk
titled, “Transition and Transformations: Theodore Roosevelt and the New American
Presidency” on Nov. 6 at the Public Library in Hattiesburg. Walsh’s talk and power-point
presentation, open to the public, focused on the pivotal career of Roosevelt and its im-
pact on the nation and world. His lecture was made possible by the Friends of the Library. 

Walsh lectures at library

Mu Alpha Theta, a mathematics honor society at Pearl River Community College that pro-
vides students with opportunities to further their mathematics career, held its induction
ceremony Nov. 17 at the Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg. Inductees included from
left: Front row - Zach Bennett of Petal, Shamiraca Williams of Hattiesburg, Karen Posey
of Richton and Keegan Hall of Hattiesburg. Back row - Sponsors Jenny Brown and Beth
Strahan, Houston Stogner of Foxworth, Evan Thornton of Collins, Mason Stokes of Petal,
Philip Lawson of Purvis and sponsor Sharon Clark. If you are interested in joining, con-
tact sponsor:  jlbrown@prcc.edu, sclark@prcc.edu, or bstrahan@prcc.edu

Mu Alpha Theta induction 

Below, Pearl River Community
College instructor Shelby
Harriel’s Faculty Lecture
Series on Nov. 20 at the
Forrest County Center was ti-
tled: Forbidden, Hidden and
Forgotten: Women Soldiers of
the Civil War. 
Above, sophomore student
Stefani Shoja of Hattiesburg
examines one of the Civil War
rifles on display.
PRCC students Keegan Hall
(right) and Mark Chapman,
both of Hattiesburg, look over
some of the clothing and
equipment used by Women
Soldiers of the Civil War.

Women in Civil War

FCC Job Fair
Forrest County Center students spent the morning of Nov. 4
talking with employers and college recruiters during the an-
nual Job Fair. According to counselor Joe Wesley, some 20
vendors were on hand and more than 300 students took ad-
vantage of the opportunities to meet and talk about future
possibilities. Left, Hattiesburg Police Department Lieutenant
E. Allen Murray talks about working for the HPD with Shalia
Lee and Alexis Smith, both of Hattiesburg. Left, Ashley Bell,
staff sergeant, recruiting and retention NCO with the
Mississippi National Guard, discusses the many options
available to GED student Juan Medina (left) of Mexico. 
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Dixon
New members of the Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at Pearl River Community College were inducted Monday,
Oct. 20, on the Poplarville campus. They include, seated from left, Ruby Graham of Picayune, Kelly Rigney of
Poplarville, Stephanie Hudnall of Picayune, Brice Smith of Poplarville, Kinsey Dean of Foxworth, Alexis Cooper of
Carriere; standing, Tanner Bryan and Cayne Landrum, both of Picayune; Jackie Holder of Petal, Seth Bowman of
Poplarville, Derrick Cagins of Columbia and Gage Butler of Picayune. Phi Theta Kappa is an international honor society
for students at two-year colleges. PRCC Public Relations photo

Poplarville PTK induction

Forrest County Center PTK induction

Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi Theta Kappa international honor society held its induction
ceremony Nov. 3 at the Forrest County Center. New members included from left: Front row -
Shaquetta Johnson of Columbia, Jacob Rouse of Hattiesburg, Sarah Bienvenu of Carriere,
Sandra Anthony of Foxworth, Priscilla Barron of Petal, Charmin Edwards of Hattiesburg,
Loretta Shields of Seminary, Ktryka Smith of Hattiesburg, Erin Little of Petal, Shannon
Farmer of Richton and Leigh Garner of Petal. Back row - Benita Lang and Lexus Rodgers of

Hattiesburg, Gabriela Garza of Sumrall, Mason Stokes of Petal, Matison Taylor and Bradford
Moore of Hattiesburg, Regan Morris of Richton, Kristin Pipkin of Beaumont, Aaliyah Tate of
Tylertown, Taylor Craven of Petal, Kimberly Franklin and Phillip Lawson of Purvis. Beta Tau
Gamma president is Keegan Hall of Oak Grove, who also serves as regional webmaster for
the Mississippi-Louisiana Region of Phi Theta Kappa. Beta Tau Gamma advisors are Doug
Donohue, and Ryan and Terri Ruckel.

Renelle Failla of Picayune signs a banner pledging to complete college. The event was
part of Phi Theta Kappa’s C4 Initiative. On hand to explain the pledge are officers of the
Iota Mu PTK chapter. They are, from left, Levi Herrin of Picayune, Hunter Nelson of
Purvis, Joshua Matthews of Hancock and Jessalyn Bisesi of McNeill.

Dr. Scott Milroy from the University of Southern Mississippi talks to PRCC Phi Theta
Kappa members and other interested students about the work he and other marine sci-
ence researchers are doing to explore whether microscopic algae could survive on Mars.
PRCC Public Relations photo

C4 InitiativePTK talk about Mars

n Tuesday, Dec. 9 - Friday, Dec. 12 -
Finals
n Friday, Dec. 12 - Dorms close at 4

p.m.
n Monday - Friday, Dec. 15 - 19 -

Winter term courses 
n Wednesday, Dec. 17 - Last work day

for staff
nSaturday, Dec. 20 - Winter term finals
n The Nutcracker, Brownstone Center,

7 p.m.; South Mississippi Ballet Theatre,
reserved seating $14, $10, 601 403-1180
n Sunday, Dec. 21 - The Nutcracker,

Brownstone Center, 2:30 p.m.; South
Mississippi Ballet Theatre, reserved seat-
ing $14, $10, 601 403-1180
n Monday, Jan. 5 - Staff return
n Tuesday, Jan. 6 - Faculty return
nTuesday and Wednesday, Jan. 6 and 7

- Registration
nWednesday, Jan. 7 - Dorms open at 1

p.m.
n Thursday, Jan. 8 - Day classes begin
n Monday, Jan. 12 - Night classes

begin
n Monday, Jan. 19 - Martin Luther

King holdiay; night classes meet 
n Tuesday, Jan. 20 - Online classes

begin
n Friday, Jan. 23 - Counselor’s Day for

high school counselors
n Thursday, Jan. 29 - Miss PRCC

Wildcat Scholarship pageant, 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center
n Saturday, Jan. 31 - Women’s Health

Symposium, Crosby Hall
n Friday-Saturday, Feb. 6 and 7 -

Mississippi Showchoir Contest,
Brownstone Center
n Feb. 10 - Mark Twain At Large fea-

turing Ron Jewell, Brownstone Center, 11
a.m. and 7 p.m.; Honors Lecture Series;
complimentary tickets 601 403-1180
n Monday-Tuesday, Feb. 16-17 -

Mardi Gras holidays; night classes do not
meet
n Friday-Saturday, Feb. 27 and 28 -

PRCC Band Clinic, Brownstone Center
n March 5 - District Choral Festival,

Brownstone Center
n Monday, March 9 - Friday, March 13

- Spring break.
n March 24 - Mississippi Symphony

Orchestra, Brownstone Center, 7:30 p.m.;
reserved seating $20, $15 601 403-1180
nFriday, April 3 - Good Friday holiday.
n April 9 and 10 - Rumors by Neil

Simon, Brownstone Center, 7 p.m.; PRCC
theater production, reserved seating $10
601 403-1180
n April 11 - Rumors by Neil Simon,

Brownstone Center, 2 p.m.; PRCC theater
production, reserved seating $10 601 403-
1180
n April 16 - PRCC Symphonic Band

Concert, Brownstone Center, 7 p.m.; free
admission
n April 23 - PRCC Singers Spring

Concert, Brownstone Center, 7 p.m.; free
admission
n April 28 - PRCC JazzCats, The

Voices and RiverRoad Spring Concert, 7
p.m.; free admission
n Thursday, May 14 - Graduation.

Calendar of events Christmas parades

Above, clockwise from top: Recipients of NASA scholar-
ships are Dakota Skipper of Picayune, Hunter Nelson of
Lumberton , Vy Vo of Bay St. Louis and Bradley Tyree of
Carriere. Right, Samantha Dixon of Foxworth.

PRCC received $5,000 in
unsolicited scholarship money
from a NASA program aimed
at increasing STEM education.

Five students will share in
the scholarship money for the
spring semester. They are
Hunter Nelson of Lumberton,
who is majoing in petroleum
engineeering; Dakota Skipper
of Picayune, mechanical engi-
neering; Bradley Tyree of
Carriere, aerospace engineer-
ing; Vo Vy of Bay St. Louis,
aerospace engineering; and
Samantha Dixon of Foxworth,
instrumentation.

The money was awarded

through the Mississippi Space
Grant Consortium to help pay
for education in the fields of
science, technology, engineer-
ing and math. Eight communi-
ty colleges are part of the pro-
gram, and scholarship recipi-
ents must maintain a 3.0 GPA.

Dr. Aleta Sullivan, Dr. Ross
Setze and Dr. Glenn Dale set
the requirements for the schol-
arships after NASA notified
PRCC of its inclusion and
gave students the opportunity
to apply. 

Ellie Ratliff also was in-
volved in the selection of the
recipients.

NASA program
rewards students

The Spirit of the
River marching
band, some 160
strong, had a busy
day of it Saturday
(Dec. 6), marching
in three area
Christmas parades.
The day began with
the Prentiss parade
in the morning, the
Sumrall parade in
the afternoon and
the Petal parade
that night. 
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View majors and degree plans:

www.usm.edu/undergraduate

Apply for admission:

www.usm.edu/admissions

Nearly 50 percent of our 
students are transfers, 
so we understand where 
you’re coming from and 
where you want to go. 

Southern Miss is the next step in your journey.

AA/EOE/ADAI

Wildcat Fest 2014

Above, 10 high school seniors won $250
scholarships to Pearl River Community
College during Wildcat Fest preview day
on Nov. 12 on the Poplarville campus.
They are, front row from left, Bobrieion
Porlk and Takizah Alford, both of East
Marion High School; Emma Lenoir of
Poplarville High School, Mirenda Allred of
East Marion, Jashard Hall of Columbia
High School; second row, Nathan Lott of
Pearl River Central High School, Straley
Reiter of Poplarville, Peyton Nace of West
Marion, Zach Thomas of North Forrest
High School and Jay Brown of Columbia
High. Left, Counselor Christie Sumrall talks
with prospective students at Wildcat Fest.
Below, Current students and PRCC staff
answered questions about campus life for
the high school seniors attending Wildcat
Fest. More than 1,000 high school studen-
trs from the PRCC district attended the
event. PRCC Public Relations photos

Mrs. Earlora Holden, who was associated
with Pearl River Community College for 66
years, died Tuesday, Nov. 18, at her home near
Poplarville. She was 105 years old.

Mrs. Holden came to PRC in 1948 when her
husband, the late Dobie Holden, became the
Wildcats football coach. 

Living in a dormitory apartment with two
young children, she enrolled in classes at the
age of 40. As her husband became a legend in
junior college coaching circles, she completed
her education at the University of Southern
Mississippi and began teaching business cours-
es at Pearl River. She soon became department
chair, a position she held until her retirement in
1974.

The PRC Board of Trustees named a
women’s residence hall in her honor in 2010.

“We truly regret the passing of Earlora
Holden,” said Dr. William Lewis, PRCC presi-
dent. “The Holden family is an integral part of
the fabric of this institution. While she was the
wife of our famous football coach, Dobie
Holden, Mrs. Holden left a legacy of her own.
She was a great teacher and friend of the college
and did her best to support Pearl River in every
way possible. Even after she was over 100 years
old, she would attend and support many of our
activities and events.

“I believe that it is truly unique that, 105 years
of age, Mrs. Holden was born the same year the
college was founded. She and her family are a
special part of the fabric of our institution.”

In retirement, the Holdens traveled extensive-
ly and gardened so successfully that they sold
produce to a local grocery store. Coach Holden
died in 1986.

Mrs. Holden was an active member of First
Baptist Church of Poplarville where she taught

Sunday school for years, as well as the
Poplarville Garden Club and Delta Kappa
Gamma honor society for female educators. She
enjoyed oil painting, crocheting, embroidery
and reading after retirement.

Doug Daniels of Poplarville met the Holdens
when they first came to Pearl River and Coach
Holden became an informal foster father to him.

“She was always so consistently ideal as a
wife, mother, teacher,” he said. “She was just a
very unusual, exceptional woman all her life.”

Mrs. Holden was a mentor to retired PRC in-
structor Phyllis Daniels, who recalled her gentle
disposition.

“When I started teaching at Pearl River, Mrs.
Holden was chair of the business department,”
she said. “She was a wonderful role model for
everyone. I never remember her being any differ-
ent at any time. She was always just Mrs.
Holden.”

Mrs. Holden regularly attended PRCC
Development Foundation dinners, homecoming
and concerts, until her health began to fail. She
enjoyed posing for photographs with the recipi-
ents of the Coach Dobie Holden Memorial
Scholarship awarded annually through the
Development Foundation.

She and her children are charter members of
the foundation and she was a charter member of
the board of the Pearl River Community
College Museum. She received the foundation’s
Distinguished Service Award in 1989.

“I loved working at Pearl River Junior
College,” she said at the time of the dormitory
dedication. “It was the highlight of my life.”

She is survived by her son, Dr. Thomas
Holden of Grenada; her daughter, Dr. Carole
Lund of Mandeville, La; seven grandchildren
and 17 great-grandchildren.

PRCC mourns death 

of Earlora Holden
Wife of Coach Dobie Holden was 105

Left, Dr. Carole Lund welcomes family to the 105th birthday celebration last April for her
mother, Mrs. Earlora Holden. Listening are Mrs. Holden’s son, Dr. Thomas Holden, and
her niece Rosemarie Baugher. Right, Mrs. Holden holds a birthday card signed by the
residents of the dormitory named for her at Pearl River Community College. 
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SPENCER ASHLEY
Delta State University Coordinator of Transfer Recruiting

Kent Wyatt Hall, Suite 117 | Cleveland, MS 38733
o: 662-846-4659 | c: 662-402-0861 | sashley@deltastate.edu | @sashleyDSU

Come see for yourself. 

HOMECOMING 
November 15, 2014
Fall brings the perfect weather for 
football, friends and fun. Each year, 
students celebrate Homecoming with 
a week-long lineup of activities. Your 
campus becomes your place to play.

SCHEDULE A TOUR
Schedule your tour today to come see why others have

made Delta State University their home away from home.

STUDENT FOR A DAY 
What better way to experience college 
at Delta State than for yourself? Plan a 
day to walk in the shoes of one of our 
current students. You will get to see 
campus, talk to professors and maybe 
even meet the Okra!

GO GREEN WEEKEND 
Spring 2015
The spring brings green, so why not 
celebrate with a weekend in the green 
and white nation? Spring Visit Day, 
the annual Springfest on the Quad, 
tailgating, crawfish, sports and more!
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Above, cast members for Alexander and
the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad
Day include Bethany Berryman of
Carriere, from left, Rebecca Ferguson of
Petal, Jacob Burkett of Columbia, Austin
Holder of Petal as Alexander, Jamie
Davis of Wiggins and Houston McMahon
of Purvis. Left, Alexander, played by
Holder, finds gum in his hair when he
wakes up. Right, Alexander washes his
face at the beginning of the play. With
him are  Davis, playing the sink, and
Berryman. Below, brothers Nick
(Burkett), Alexander (Holder) and
Anthony (McMahon) talk about what they
found in their cereal boxes in the play.
PRCC Public Relations photos

Cast performs Alexander play

Fall Choral Concert at PRCC

The PRCC Singers, conducted by LaDona Tyson with Hope Bass playing the new Steinway piano, began their portion of the Fall Choral Concert Nov. 13 with Light of a Clear Blue Morning.
Lane Stewart of Gulfport is the soloist. The Singers and students from area high schools sang “How Can I Keep From Singing” to close the Concert at the Brownstone Center for the Arts.

The String of Pearls dance as The JazzCats play Santa’s in Town for the Holiday Pops on Dec. 4 at the Brownstone Center for the Arts.

The PRCC Department of
Fine Arts and Communication
presented Holiday Pops! on
Dec. 4 at the Brownstone
Center for the Arts.

The show featured a variety
of well-known Christmas fa-
vorites performed by The
Voices and The JazzCats with
dancing by the String of Pearls
and the men of RiverRoad
showchoir.

The Wildcat mascot greeted
the audience before the show
as the Guitar Ensemble played
and the Brass Quartet provided
post-show music in the lobby.

Musicians in the JazzCats
include Kimberly Arnold and
Amanda McKeny, both of
d’Iberville, alto sax; Eusebio
Medina of Oak Grove and
Lauren Gentry of McNeill,
tenor sax; Curtis Peters of
Columbia, bari sax; Chris
Fletcher, Cody Bass and
Donovan Stogner, all of
Columbia, and Howard Tate of
Lumberton, trumpet; Garrett
Bourgeois of Bay St. ouis,†
Andrew Magee of Columbia
and David Morgan of
Hancock, trombone; Jacob
Cochran of Poplarville, piano;
Jonathyn Masters of Purvis,
guitar; Robert Perry of Petal
and Brandon Bourgeois of Bay
St. Louis, drums. 

Guest performers with the
JazzCats were Dr. Kyle Hill,
keyboard bass; Brandon
Hutchison, drums; and Benji
McLain, trombone. Director is
Archie Rawls, assisted by
Michael Bass.

Vocalists in The Voices are
Lydia Howard, Lindsey
Strahan and Jacob Cochran, all
of Poplarville; Bethany
Berryman and Micah
Eastridge, both of Carriere;
Sarah Chatham and Houston
McMahon, both of Purvis;
Lane Stewart of Gulfport,

Mallory Cumberland of
Picayune, Ethan Martin of
Pisgah and Garrett Bourgeouis
of Bay St. Louis. Director of
LaDona Tyson.

String of Pearls dancers
were Regan al-Jabi, Linzy
Hudson-Kline, Hannah
Ingram, Emily Fleming,
Becca Lowery and Bridget
Patterson, all of Carriere;
Chelsea Frederick, Alexis
Hoffman and Maddy Aubert,
all of Bay St. Louis; Breana
Deem, Bailey Rester, Lauren
Smith and Jourdyn Cowart,
all of Poplarville; Chelsea
Passantino of Waveland, Lexi
Leleux of Picayune, Cai Pitts
of Seminary, Emily Rhodes of
Purvis, Amber Pineda of
Hattiesburg and Haley
Putnam of Brandon. Kara
Fleming is director.

Hot Chocolate dancers,
members of RiverRoad show-
choir, were Micah Eastridge,
Elijah Lemoine, Will Parish,
Robert Wilkins and Rhett
Unbehagen, all of Carriere;
Austin Holder, Alec Rivera
and Corie Kinabrew, all of
Petal; Jacob Burkett and
Rashawn Johnson, both of
Columbia; Jody Smith and
Ethan Martin, both of Pisgah;
Josh Neal and Houston
McMahon, both of Purvis;
Brandon Bourgeois of Bay St.
Louis and Stephen Miller of
Sumrall. Director is LaDona
Tyson.

The Guitar Ensemble in-
cluded Chris Fletcher of
Columbia, Tony Allen, Justin
Dedeaux and Marilyn
Ackerman, all of Poplarville,
and instructor Trevor Hunt.

The Brass Quartet included
Chris Fletcher of Columbia,
Garrett Bourgeois of Bay St.
Louis, David Morgan of
Hancock and instructor
Michael Bass.

Holiday Pops!
a gala event

Left, Mallory Cumberland of
Picayune sings Santa Baby,
backed by The JazzCats.
The saxophone section is,
from left, Eusebio Medina of
Oak Grove, Lauren Gentry
of McNeill, Kimberly Arnold
and Amanda McKeny, both
of d’Iberville, and Curtis
Peters of Columbia. Right,
Lane Stewart of Gulfport
sings Christmastime is Here
with The JazzCats.
PRCC Public Relations
photos
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During November, a team from Pearl River Community College toured Itawamba
Community College’s JumpStart and Career Pathway program at the Belden Center in
Tupelo. These individuals teamed up with ABE, CTE and Workforce personnel at ICC to
discuss both institutions’ Career Pathways and adult learning opportunities. They include
from left: Front row - Debbie Ferrill, OST instructor; Gwen Smith, CTE director; Kaycee
Hairston, student services coordinator; Dr. Jana Causey, assistant VP for FCC; Tonia
Moody, director of admissions; Cheryl Frierson, workforce training; and Julia Houston,
ABE ICC ABE team leader. Back row - Lee Oswalt, ICC workforce team leader; Terri
Clark, ABE counselor; Amanda Williams, ICC ABE trainer; Lee Williams, ICC VP econom-
ic and community services; and Brad Gates, ICC WIA team leader. 

Advisor Kaycee Hairston tells a group of GED students about the opportunities available to
them as students at PRCC. The Adult Basic Education program hosted its annual GED
Tour Day on Oct. 30.

LPNs screen blood pressure

The Pearl River Community College LPN class recently did a free blood pressure screening and fundraiser in front of
the Walmart in Columbia. According to Barbara Whiddon and Linda Griffis, practical nursing instructors, the fundraiser
was for a needy family for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Amount raised was $302. “We supplied Thanksgiving dinner to
a family in Picayune and have decided to adopt them for Christmas,” said Whiddon. “The students are planning on giv-
ing them a gift card for $250, and bringing gifts for three small children.” Students participating in the event included
Chelsea Dennis, Nickole Shows, Rokecia Bowens, Kayla Hawkins, Beverly Harvey, Jacey Davis, Lorna Smith, Haley
Dewitt, Roxanne Herndon, Audreanna Holder, Desiniqua Collins, Sandra Borecki, Jennifer Dubose, Debra Webb, Erica
Theriot, Rebecca Theriot, Melissa Begue, Georgelyn Underwood, Jessica Sampson, Jasmine Smith, Sharia Batie,
Hannah Hutchinson, Elizabeth Mapp, Claire Chiasson, Bonnie Ledet, Sabrina Fitzsimmons, Gina Martinez, Chelsea
Dennis, Shana Brown, Alexis Miller and Claire Chiasson.

Dozens of Pine Belt business leaders gath-
ered at PRCC’s Lowery A. Woodall Advanced
Technology Center Nov. 13 to learn how that
facility has impacted local workforce training
over the past decade.

A quarterly industry luncheon hosted by the
Area Development Partnership focused on the
10th anniversary of the facility, which hosts
pre-employment screening and training, as
well as on-the-job training for thousands of
workers in the Hattiesburg-area each year.

“Ten years ago, without this center, we
would train probably less than a thousand peo-
ple per year in this area,” said Dr. Scott
Alsobrooks, vice-president of economic and
community development for PRCC.

“And the stats I showed to show the group
today, we’re training more than seven or eight
thousand people a year, right in this center,” he
said.

“Having the Lowery Woodall Center here is
crucial because many of our local industries
are within very close proximity here in the
Hattiesburg Forrest County Industrial Park, so
having an on-site training center is very impor-
tant,” said Chad Newell, president of the Area
Development Partnership. 

Featured speaker for the event was PRCC
president Dr. William Lewis.

The luncheons rotate between the Woodall
Center and the Trent Lott Center on the
Southern Miss campus.

Woodall Center celebrates
10th year of operation

Above, from left, PRCC
President William Lewis,
Lee Bell, director of the
Woodall Center; Chad
Newell, president of the
Area Development
Partnership; and Dr. Scott
Alsobrooks, vice-president
for economic and communi-
ty development for PRCC,
spoke (right) to the impor-
tant of the ATC as far as
workforce training in South
Mississippi. 
PRCC Public Relations
photos

A drunk driver eluding police officers ending in
a fatal crash with multiple people injured set the
stage for a memorable experience for students.

Members of the Hattiesburg Fire Department,
AAA Ambulance Service, Mississippi Highway
Patrol, Baptist LifeFlight, and Rescue 7 partici-
pated in the exercise.

“It gives them actual hands on experience of
a scene, and things they will see in real life,”
said Steven Todd, EMT Instructor.

Pearl River Community College students not
only got to watch, but play victims as well, with
makeup artist Leslie Armstrong detailing exten-
sive wounds on multiple trauma patients.

“Today, students were dealing with what we
call an alpha patient, which makes them the
highest level of critical care, and we transport to
the closest appropriate facilities,” said Todd.

EMTs are the saving grace that gets the in-
jured patients to the hospitals for treatment. This
day of fun and training was important to the stu-
dents for multiple reasons, but most important-
ly, “It allows them to be the best EMT they can
possibly be,” said EMT student Rebecca
McKenzie.

Class instructors stated becoming familiar
with scenes like the ones today, and remaining
calm, saves lives.

Students participate in training exercise

Career-Tech Fair

Above, Robert Shaw, precision machining instructor at
Pearl River Community College, talks to Holton Saucier of
Gulfport and his grandfather, Jim Albritton, during the
Career Technical Fair on Oct. 23 in Crosby Hall. Below, in-
strumentation technology instructor Dwight Lee explains
the program to Terrelle Davis of Picayune.

Tina Coleman, Career Technical student navigator, helps
PRCC student Ty Stringer of Columbia use the Career
Coach website during the Career Technical Fair.
PRCC Public Relations photos

New Year, New Start…. Enroll in PRCC GED!!
Pearl River Community College is offering FREE GED classes for anyone

17 years or older who is not enrolled in school.

For more information call: (601) 554 5551
GED Offices will be CLOSED for the Christmas Holidays until Monday, January 5th.

2015 New Student Registration

Hattiesburg: Monday, January 5th& Wednesday, January 7th 8:30am 3:00pm
Tuesday, January 6th & Thursday, January 8th 8:30am 5:30pm
Location: Forrest County Center on Highway 49 South

Columbia: Tuesday, January 6th & Thursday, January 8th 8:00 11:00am or 4:00 7:00pm
Wednesday, January 7th 9:00am
Location: Marion County Vo Tech Center on Highway 13 South

Poplarville: Tuesday, January 6th & Thursday, January 8th 8:00 11:00am or 4:00 7:00pm
Location: Jeff Davis Hall, 2nd Floor, PRCC Poplarville Campus

By CANDACE HARPER
Coordinator of Alumni Services

“When I get up in the morning, I’m torn by
twin desires; one to enjoy the world and the
other to change the world.” - Margaret
Mead

Can you do both? Can you enjoy the world
and try to change the world? Yes, you can.
Little things add up to make a BIG differ-
ence.

Here at Pearl River Community College
we have many alumni who have done exact-
ly what Margaret Mead states - enjoyed the
world and made an attempt to change the
world.

Our alumni who contribute to this wonder-
ful institution by volunteering or providing a
monetary contribution have helped to change

the world for students here at PRCC.
They have provided students with opportu-

nities they may not have had by providing
their financial support and active volun-
teerism.

These alumni enjoyed their time at PRCC
and have made it a point to financially sup-
port the future of our students, so those stu-
dents can enjoy their time at PRCC as well.
The impact of our alumni extends far beyond
campus - our alumni, faculty, and students
are leaders in business and society. Their sto-
ries demonstrate how they are making a dif-
ference in the world.

So what type of alumnus will you be? How
will you make a difference in the world?

Never doubt that a small group of thought-
ful committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.

Impact of our alumni
on students positive 

Women’s
Health
Symposium 
set Jan. 31
The 2015 Women’s
Health Symposium
will be held Jan. 31
at Crosby Hall on
the PRCC campus in
Poplarville. 
Due to space limita-
tions and the event’s
popularity, atten-
dance is limited to
450.
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Where can an Ole Miss degree take you?

Across the globe.
Haley, a former transfer student from Mississippi, is majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering. Last summer, Haley traveled to Togo, Africa with the group Engineers 
Without Borders after becoming involved during her fi rst year on campus.

“Ole Miss provides so many unique 
opportunities for involvement. My experience 

abroad changed my entire perspective.”

—Haley, Mechanical Engineer

#OleMissMatters

transfer.olemiss.edu

@OleMissRebels
@UM_Admissions
@TransferOleMiss

Connect with your Transfer 
Admissions Counselor on Instagram! 
OleMissJasonM
OleMissLaura
OleMissTyler

Pearl River Community College student Justus Owen of Poplarville loads donated food
into the Brothers Keeper van Nov. 21, while student Julia Brown of Carriere and Brothers
Keeper volunteers Susan Fuller and Wayne Willoughby bring more items. The food was
collected as part of the PRCC Wellness Center’s Turkey Trot run/walk.
PRCC Public Relations photo

Turkey Trot donations

Bargain hunters look over some of the merchandise at the BSU Yard Sale Nov. 7.

BSU annual Yard Sale

Cheryl May, president of the PRCC chapter of the
Association of Educational Office Professionals, presents a
certificate for a smoked turkey from Stonewall’s to Milton
Lee, PRCC physical plant warehouse comptroller. Lee won
the AEOP’s turkey fundraising raffle last year as well. 

By JAMIE DICKSON
PRCC Wellness Center Assistant Director

Happy Holidays from the Wellness Center.
As we wrap up the semester, we want all of

our members to be aware of our December
hours. Beginning Dec. 8, our hours will be from
6:30 a.m. until 7 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and 6:30 a.m. until 6 p.m. on Friday. 

Our hours will shorten for Dec. 15 and 16 as
we will close at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Dec,  17,
we’ll be open from 6:30 a.m. until 3 p.m.  We’ll
return from the holidays on Monday, Jan. 5.  

We hope all of our members have enjoyed
having the extended hours that have been inte-
grated this semester.  This would have not been
possible without the dedicated work of our
Wellness Center Assistants.  

Students Zachary Seal, Ritchie Reed,
Brandon Howard, Jackson Harlan, Justus

Owen, Julia Brown, and Lorrie Warren were se-
lected as Wellness Center assistants this past
summer and began their positions this fall. 

Our HPR faculty and staff are very excited to
have this opportunity to have a group of stu-
dents to represent the Wellness Center.  Most of
these students will be returning this coming
spring.  

Look forward to many new opportunities for
wellness and exercise in which these students
will make possible during the spring semester.  

For all HPR students, the final day to exercise
for class credit is Thursday, Dec. 11.  This in-
cludes participation in all extra credit opportuni-
ties.  

Check your exercise progress grade now.
Make plans now to get those last minute exer-
cise minutes completed.    

From our Wellness family to yours, have a
wonderful holiday break and a happy new year!

Wellness Center report

On Nov. 14, AEOP members attended the “Stress Free Highway” Stress Management at
Your Desk with Tara Rouse, Wellness Center Director. The conference room was dark-
ened and soft music played in the background as Tara spoke of the methods to release
stress. Everyone closed their eyes as Tara had everyone practice movements to release
stress while sitting at a desk.  Before leaving the workshop, members were relaxed and
ready to face the afternoon with some great ideas. Pictured from left: Amanda Brumfield,
Sherry Brown, Gloria Wasmund, Cheryl May, Sharman Ladner. Sandra Martin, Marilyn
Dillard, Michael Schafer, Eileen Hall and Tara Rouse.   

AEOP busy with projects
The Association of

Educational Office Profession-
als has selected Dr. Adam
Breerwood as Administrator of
the Year and Cheryl May as
Office Professional of the Year.

The association has nomint-
ed Dr. William Lewis as state
Administrator of the Year and
Marilyn Dillard as state Office
Professional of the Year.

In addition to their profession-
al duties, AEOP members have
been busy with other projects:
n Christmas gifts are being

collected for delivery to resi-
dents of the Pearl River County
Nursing Home.

“This year’s project is special
to some of our members who
have loved one residing at the
nursing home,” president
Cheryl May said. “We have
been overwhelmed by the par-
ticipation of administrators, stu-
dent groups and instructors in
donating their time and items.”
n Sharman Ladner, Marilyn

Dillard, Tiffany McCardle,
Michael Schafer, Eileen Hall
and Cheryl May attended the
MAEOP Professional Deve-
lopment Seminar in
Hattiesburg on Oct. 17. The
seminar was a full-day event
with workshops on Microsoft
Excel, team building, history
and background of the Internet
and high intensity training) for
the office professional.

n PRCC nurse Susie Hall,
talked about the services her
office provides, including cer-
tification or re-certification in
CPR, at the Oct. 28 meeting.
n The AEOP Employee

Cancer Fund Pink Jars placed
in offices on the Poplarville
and Hattiesburg campuses
during October brought in

$203.20 for the fund.  
n Craft supplies collected

on campus were delivered to
the nursing home before the
Thanksgiving break.
n Workforce instructor Jet

Clogher conducted a
Microsoft Publisher training
session on Nov. 21 for AEOP
members.
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Contact us to learn more.

HOW WOULD IT FEEL TO

GET UP TO 100%
COLLEGE TUITION? 
As a member of the Air National Guard, you’ll receive up to 100% college tuition assistance. Plus, you’ll develop the real-world skills you need to 

compete in today’s economy. And because you serve part-time, you can work or go to school full-time. All while receiving a regular paycheck 

and affordable insurance coverage.

Hancock Fall Fest

Students and staff take a break from the games and food for a picture during Hancock
Center’s Fall Fest.

Above, student Magan Bourn of Bay St. Louis throws a roll of toilet paper at a commode
seat, one of the games during the Hancock Center’s Fall Fest. Watching are instructor
Lynn Martinez and student Kenneth Wilson of Kiln. Below, Raymunda Barnes, center, as-
sistant vice president for the Hancock Center, poses with students. 

Right, Katherine
Lefevre of
Waveland came
to Fall Fest in a
colorful cos-
tume. Left,
Hancock Center
students had a
chance to throw
pies at the
teachers.

By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Assistant VP for Hancock Center

The Hancock Center of Pearl River
Community College has been the starting
place for many students desiring to
enter the workforce on the coast
with valuable technical skills. 

The welding program has been a
premier training ground for prospec-
tive welders (in Hancock County) to
enter the workforce.

In fact, former U.S. Congressman
Gene Taylor attended PRCCs pro-
gram to enhance his welding skills
for personal projects. 

On Dec. 10, Huntington-Ingalls
Industries will be on campus testing
students for employment. PRCC welding stu-
dents from other campuses will be at the
Hancock Center displaying the skills learned at
PRCC, in hopes of starting their career. 

Instructor Raymond Jarrell teaches welding
at the Hancock Center.  Jarrell is a 1972 grad-

uate of the welding program at PRCC, under
the tutelage of Herman Tynes. He lives in
Picayune and brings a wealth of knowledge to
the welding program. He has 42 years of weld-
ing experience. 

Thirty of those years he spent at
Stennis Space Center contributing to
the support of the NASA Space
Shuttle Program by maintaining the
testing stand. 

He is dedicated to his craft and de-
mands high standards of production
and punctuality from the students
enrolled in the welding program at
the Hancock Center.

Center Supports Hancock
Renaissance
On Nov. 21, the Hancock High

Educational Foundation celebrated its annual
gala that supports the Hancock High
Educational Foundation. 

This is fourth year that PRCC has supported
this effort. Pearl River Community College
supports all schools within its district. 

Barnes

Hancock welding program
premier training ground

Students in the welding program at the Hancock Center include from left: Instructor
Raymond Jarrell, Matthew Boudreaux, Thomas Cool, Chaz Gill, Steve Jackson, Dylan
Miller, Calvin Moore, Michael Jason Rollins, and Jason Trowbridge.

Students pull lollipops from a pumpkin, trying to find the ones marked for prizes, during
Fall Fest at Hancock Center.
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Certified nursing assistant student Brittany Marlborough of
Picayune asks instructor Sandra Culpepper a question as
she takes the blood pressure of fellow student Quannetia
Lockhart of Hattiesburg. The women have completed the
12-week course at Pearl River Community College and
will take state certification exams in December.

Sandra Singh of New Augusta, left, practices giving a pa-
tient - fellow student Bertha Conley of Brooklyn - a drink as
part of their certified nursing assistant training at Pearl
River Community College. Looking on is instructor Sandra
Culpepper.
PRCC Public Relations photos

A 12-week course at Pearl River
Community College has given four
women the skills they need to become cer-
tified nursing assistants and fulfill dreams
of becoming nurses.

Spring classes begin on Jan. 5 and meet
from 5 to 9 p.m. Monday and Thursday
through March 30.

“I want to do something to help people
and make a difference,” said Brittany
Marlborough of Picayune who completed
the fall course and will take the state certi-
fication exam in December. “I wanted to
learn the basics.”

She hopes to follow several relatives
into a career as a licensed practical nurse
or registered nurse.

“I wanted to expand my education,” said
fellow student Bertha Conley of Brooklyn.
“I have a three-year-old and have to pro-
vide for him.”

She, too, wants to further her nursing ed-
ucation. The PRCC course prepared her
well for the state exam, she said.

“We have wonderful instructors,”
Conley said. “They made sure we knew
everything.”

CNAs work in a variety of health care
settings, including hospitals and nursing
homes, said instructor Sandra Culpepper.
They assist patients with meals, walking
and using wheel chairs and relieve nurses
of such tasks as taking vital signs and giv-
ing bed baths.

Cost for the spring course is $500 and
includes a workbook and fee for the
NACES state exam. Students must pro-
vide maroon uniforms. 

Applicants must be 18 years old before
the class begins and a high school diploma
or GED is preferred. Those selected for the
class must provide the following by Dec.
15: Clean drug screen results, background
check, one-step TB skin test and payment
of $250. The balance is due by Jan. 29.
Students must go to the PRCC business of-
fice to make payments and obtain receipts.

For applications, call Cheryl at 601 403-
1113 or Shelia at 601 403-1241.
Applications must be returned to cfrier-
son@prcc.edu.

CNA course provides job opportunities

Congratulations to Robbie Shaw, instructor of machine shop technology on the Poplarville
campus. His name was randomly selected by the computer to receive the monthly River
Rewards prize for October, a Life Pro Heater, presented to him by Dr. William Lewis on be-
half of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation includes Delana Harris (left),
Business Marketing and Management Technology instructor and Steve Howard (right),
Special Assistant to the President for Grants and Special Projects and and River Rewards
Committee members.
n The River Rewards campaign is off to another great start. Remember, the more events
you attend and submit on the participation form, the more likely you are to have your name
selected. Anyone who wins a monthly prize is still eligible, along with everyone else who
participates in River Rewards, for the Grand Prizes which will be announced at the
Faculty/Staff Appreciation Dinner in the spring. 

River Rewards

Above photo, PRCC students Joe Speights of Sumrall, left,
and Alex Pivarris of Hattiesburg look over the goodies at the
Student Nurse Association bake sale while association
member Tori Pullen of Poplarville waits to make a sale. The
bake sale and silent auction benefitted breast cancer re-
search. Below, Alexiss Fiorella of Purvis looks over the
items offered at the  bake sale and silent auction to benefit
breast cancer research on Friday, Oct. 24. In the back-
ground are members, Shelby Sampson of Carriere, Hannah
Williamson of Hattieburg and Jill Poletti of Carriere.

SNA bake sale

PRCC gets grants for
symposium, physics lab

Pearl River Community College has received
two important grants from the Lower Pearl River
Valley Foundation for community projects and
classroom improvement.

The foundation awarded PRCC $17,000 for
the ninth Women’s Health Symposium and
$13,000 for new physics lab equipment. 

The grants were presented by Sid Whitley, the
foundation’s chief executive officer, on  Oct. 29,
at the college.

“Since the inception of the Women’s Health
Symposium, the Lower Pearl River Valley
Foundation has been a major sponsor for this
special event,” PRCC President Dr. William
Lewis said. “Their continuing support is vital to
the success of the program and continues to
make a difference in promoting healthy lifestyles
for the many women who participate in this
symposium each year.”

The 2015 symposium will be held Jan. 31 at
Crosby Hall on the PRCC campus. 

“This project is oriented toward improved
health for women,” Whitley said. “It provides
health screenings, instruction and motivational
speakers. This program has been extremely well
accepted over the past eight years.”

Due to space limitations and the event’s popu-
larity, attendance is limited to 450.

“The Women’s Health Symposium encour-
ages women to live healthy lifestyles, have
healthy attitudes, and appreciate good health,”
said Dr. Jennifer Seal, PRCC vice president for

planning and institutional research and chair of
the symposium steering committee. 
n The grant for the physics lab funded pur-

chase of Vernier Lab Quest 2 interfaces that
allow students to collect data with hand-held
equipment at each lab station. The software al-
lows students to save the data and work with it
on mobile devices as well as desktop computers,
instructor Dr. Ross Setze said.

“It’s updating all of our equipment to the 21st
Century,” he said. “You used to have to spend
half of your time graphing. Now the computers
do all that.”

Enrollment in PRCC physics classes dropped
dramatically after Hurricane Katrina but has re-
covered to the point that there are more students
enrolled in the engineering physics class this fall
than in 15 years.

“The physics grant funded by LPRVF will
allow Pearl River Community College to offer
more hands on, innovative lab experiences for
our physics students,” said Karen Bond, chair of
the science, mathematics and business depart-
ment. “We are excited about this opportunity and
are grateful to the LPRVF for their support.”

A former physics teacher, Whitley easily un-
derstood the need for the grant.

“This project provides state of the art instru-
ments that allow students to make direct meas-
urements that enhance their understanding of ob-
servations,” he said. “This project will enhance
students’ preparation for the job market.”

Sid Whitley, seated left,
CEO of the Lower Pearl
River Valley Foundation,
presents grant checks to
Pearl River Community
College on Oct. 29 for the
Women’s Health
Symposium and updated
physics lab equipment. With
him are Dr. Jennifer Seal,
seated, chair of the sympo-
sium steering committee;
physics instructor Dr. Ross
Setze; standing, Karen
Bond, chair of the science,
mathematics and business
department; and Dr. William
Lewis, PRCC president.
PRCC Public Relations
photo

Dr. Lewis gets inducted
into USM Alumni Hall

Dr. William Lewis gets congratulated by USM President
Rodney Bennett.

The college has been recog-
nized three times as a national
finalist for the prestigious
Aspen Prize for Community
College Excellence.

He serves as chair of the
Mississippi Enterprise for
Technology board  and recent-
ly completed a two-year term
as the chair of the Mississippi

Association of Community
Colleges President’s Assn. 

In April 2013, Lewis re-
ceived the Shirley B. Gordon
Award of Distinction from Phi
Theta Kappa International.

Lewis is married to the for-
mer Janet Ladner of Gulfport,
and they have two children and
four grandchildren.

PRCC President Dr. William
Lewis was inducted into the
Alumni Hall of Fame at the
University of Southern
Mississippi during homecom-
ing the weekend of Nov. 7-8.

The induction was held dur-
ing a banquet at the Thad
Cochran Center. 

A native of Clinton, Lewis
earned the bachelor’s degree
from Mississippi College and
received the master’s and doc-
toral degree from USM.

The early years of his career
brought Lewis positions as a
coach, teacher and administra-
tor in schools in Mississippi. 

He was named superintend-
ent of the Petal School District
in 1991. During his tenure, the
school district achieved state,
regional and national recogni-
tion for excellence in the class-
room, on the athletic fields and
in the fine arts. 

In 1998, Lewis was named
executive director of the Public
Education Forum of
Mississippi.

Lewis became PRCC’s 10th
president on July 1, 2000.

On hand for the movie poster presentation to Erlene
Smith were from left: Andrew Madden, PRCC film
production student from Mandeville, La.; Chuck
Abadie, Director of Public Relations and the film’s ex-
ecutive producer; Ronn Hague, the film’s director;
Erlene Smith, and Dr. Martha Smith, Vice-President
of General Education and Technology Services.

Film class honors Erlene Smith
After watching Pearl River

Community College’s latest film
production, a 97-minute documen-
tary, “The Road Less Traveled,”
Erlene Smith made a generous dona-
tion to the film production class.

The funds will be used to help pur-
chase new equipment for the film
program.

“We wanted to show our thanks
for Mrs. Smith’s generous donation,
and after some thought, we decided a
signed copy of ‘The Road Less
Traveled’ official movie poster
would show our appreciation,” said
Ronn Hague, the film’s director and
the film production class instructor.

Smith, a Poplarville native, has
deep ties to the college. She not only
was a student at PRJC, but returned
to teach English. She is now retired
and spends her time gardening and
writing.

She is the author of “Meditations
for the Heart,” recently published by
CrossBooks (a division of LifeWay).

Congratulations to Cheri Alder for being the recipient of the November River Rewards
prize. Alder, instructor of History and Geography at the Forrest County Center, received a
beautiful pearl ball necklace and bracelet set in recognition for her support of our stu-
dents. On hand for the presentation were, from left: Archie Rawls, Department of Fine
Arts and Communication Chair and River Rewards committee member, Alder, Dr. William
Lewis, and Carol Williams, Public Relations/Marketing Coordinator and River Rewards
cmmittee member.
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Three Pearl River Community College baseball standouts have signed national letters of
intent with four-year universities in. They include, from left, Tracy Hadley, Jacob Taylor,
and Derrick Mount. Hadley, an infielder, signed with Southern Miss, Taylor with LSU, and
Mount with Southeastern Louisiana. 

River baseball standouts
sign with senior colleges 

Three Pearl River Community College base-
ball standouts have signed national letters of in-
tent with four-year universities.

Tracy Hadley, a 6-foot, 170-pound infielder
who prepped at Pascagoula High, signed with
coach Scott Berry’s University of Southern
Mississippi Golden Eagles. The sophomore was
a starter for the 2014 Wildcats, batting .316 and
driving in 19 runs, while stealing 10 bases.

Derrick Mount, a 5-foot-11, 190-pound in-
fielder and left-handed pitcher from Harrison
Central, signed with coach Matt Riser’s
Southeastern Louisiana  Lions.

The sophomore was an infield starter for the
Wildcats last spring, batting .345, driving in 31
runs, and stealing 16 bases. The Lions will also
utilize Mount’s pitching skills, even though he

was dormant on the mound last season due to
his recovery after arm surgery.

Jacob Taylor, a 6-foot-3, 215-pound right-
handed pitcher from Picayune, signed with
coach Paul Mainieri’s Louisiana State
University Tigers.

The versatile sophomore sported a 3-1 win-
loss record last season on the mound with two
saves, a 3.14 earned run average, and 33 strike-
outs in 28 innings pitched.

“I couldn’t be happier for these guys,” said
fifth-year Wildcat head coach Josh Hoffpauir,
who guided The River to a 27-22 mark a year
ago. “They’re all very hard workers and are
dedicated to becoming even better baseball
players. I feel they will all succeed at the next
level.”

Construction equipment operator instructor Brad Ladner, right, gives directions to fellow
instructor Jason Brown as he dumps dirt for the foundation of an indoor batting cage and
locker room for the PRCC softball program. Waiting to move the dirt are students
Brandon Crays of Purvis on the packer and Benjamin Broom of Columbia on the bulldoz-
er. PRCC Public Relations photo

Lady Wildcat softball
team young, talented

A year ago, Pearl River
Community College softball coach
Leigh White had a veteran team with
11 sophomores.

As a result, the Lady Wildcats
were one of the top teams in the
South Division, making the state and
regional playoffs and finishing with a
28-20 record.  

“We were a good team defensively,
and we had good pitching and catch-
ing,” said White.

Indeed, her 2014 team hit a re-
spectable .289 as a group. The on-
base percentage was .354. 

Gone from last year’s team are all-
star players Kelsea Lewis, Heather
Boutwell, Kaci Lantrip, Megan
Scronce and others.  Lewis hit .342
with 4 home runs and 35 runs-batted-
in.  Lantrip, who made the all-
MACJC team, led with 8 home runs,
hit .336 with 33 RBIs.

Her 2015 team will sport a differ-
ent look with 11 freshmen and only
seven sophomores.

“We are young with a lot of fresh-
men coming in, but we have more
speed than we have had in the past,”
said White. “We spent a good bit of time this fall
working with our slappers and bunters. I am
looking forward to getting them on base and
moving them around. 

“Potentially, we have five or six players who
can steal some bases. So we have worked hard
on building our team around that speed.”

This fall has not been without its challenges
for White, who prepares for her 12th season at
PRCC. 

She missed some of the fall games while re-
ceiving chemotherapy treatments and preparing
herself for a bone marrow transplant, using her
stem cells, scheduled in November at
University Medical Center in Jackson. White
was diagnosed in 2013 with Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma. Her goal is to rejoin the team by the end
of February.

The Lady Wildcats open the season Feb. 2 at
home against Alabama Southern. They also host
the Wildcat Invitational Feb. 13-14.

While White deals with her medical condi-
tion, the Lady Wildcats have been led by assis-
tant coaches Kim Boutwell and Kirsten Perry.
Boutwell played for White at PRCC and has
been her assistant for four years. Perry played
her college softball at the University of

Southern Mississippi.
“They have done a super job of

keeping things afloat when I have
been out,” said White.   

The pitching corps this season will
be led by sophomores Rachel
Hickman of Poplarville and Danielle
Barton of Saucier and freshman
Skylar Cook of Prairieville, La., all
righthanders.  Hickman made the all-
Region 23 team last season with a
19-11 record and 2.63 earned-run-av-
erage. She also hit .237 with 4
homers and 16 RBIs.

Sophomore Brooke Roberts of
Gonzales, La., and freshman Macy
Hegwood of Taylorsville are the
catchers. Hegwood and freshmen
Katie Davis of d’Iberville and
Whitney Smith of Saucier share time
at third base. Sophomore Hannah
Holloway of Petal returns at short-
stop and freshman Mary Grace Key
of Union is her backup.

Holloway hit .291 last season with
19 RBIs and a .308 on-base percent-
age. 

Sophomore Shannon Buehler of
Bay St. Louis has the job at second

base with freshman Alyssa Croncich of
d’Iberville as her backup. Look for Barton,
Cook and freshman Jazmin Thomas of
Lawrence County to play first base.

The outfield corps includes sophomores
Breanna and Hannah Herndon, twin sisters
from Poplarville,  and freshmen Shay Rosser of
d’Iberville, Moesha Phillips of Oxford, Branda
Northrop of Poplarville and Shannon Massey of
Senatobia.

“We spent a good bit of time getting them
used to our system, as well as putting in our of-
fensive and defensive schemes,” said White.
“One of the things about last year was we never
really hit as consistently as we should have.
That’s why we worked hard on offense this
fall.”

Meanwhile, another piece of good news for
the Lady Wildcat program centers around an in-
door hitting facility. Dirt work has begun and if
the weather cooperates, it could be ready for the
opening of the 2015 season.

Said White, “It will include a locker room and
offices. Those should be ready to go by the next
school year. It’s going to be nice. Something we
have needed for a long time. We are excited
about it.”

White

White’s record
Year   Won  Lost
2004     26    17
2005     19    14
2006     17    16
2007     25    31
2008     27    10
2009     30    16
2010     32    12
2011     21    23
2012     21    24
2013     26    23
2014     28    20

Total   272   206
Pearl River Community College baseball

coach Josh Hoffpauir speaks optimistically
about his 2015 Wildcat baseball team following
six weeks of fall workouts.

The reason: “We have a good group of soph-
omores, guys with valuable experience,” said
Hoffpauir. “The leadership of this club will be
our strength.” 

That sophomore leadership was made appar-
ent recently when three Wildcat players signed
Division I scholarships.

Jacob Taylor, a 6-foot-3, 215-pound right-
handed pitcher from Picayune, signed with
LSU. Tracy Hadley, a 6-foot, 170-pound short-
stop from Pascagoula, signed with the
University of Southern Mississippi. Derrick
Mount, a 5-foot-11, 190-pound infielder and
left-handed pitcher from Harrison Central,
signed with Southeastern Louisiana.

Those three were part of the reason the 2014
Wildcats finished with a 27-22 record, good for
third in the MACJC South Division.

Those three, along with departing sopho-
mores Jake Brumfield (Delta State signee),
Brandon Pennington (West Alabama signee),
Colton Lee (Louisiana-Lafayette
signee),  Dee Brown (Grambling
signee) and Nate Pugh (Louisiana
Monroe signee), helped the team
make the state playoffs.

“Third place was not our goal last
year, but we started seven freshmen
most of the time and it showed,” said
Hoffpauir. “We took a few punches
at times, but at the same time, it gave
us some valuable experience for this
coming year.” 

Taylor gives PRCC an established
ace pitcher for this season. He sported
a 3-1 win-loss record last season with two saves,
a 3.14 earned run average, and 33 strikeouts in
28 innings pitched. Last season, Taylor was the
every-day starter at third base. 

Said Hoffpauir,  “Jacob has the potential to be
the most talented arm in this league. He could
wind up being a high draft pick. He’s going to
have to carry a big load for us.”

Sophomore right hander Allen Cowart of
Pascagoula had a good fall for the Wildcats, as
did redshirt freshman Brandon Brown of Boise,
Idaho. Sophomores Carlos Lott of Pascagoula
and Trey Grice of Forrest County AHS should
provide additional support. Mount will also be
the closer.

“Behind Jacob, and the other sophomores, we
have a good group of talented young players,”
said Hoffpauir. “It makes for a great foundation
for next year. We need some of them to step up

this year.”
That list includes John Carter Sanner of Oak

Grove, Reagan Wease of Harrison Central,
Zachary Boone of Columbia, Jordan Hayes of
Taylorsville, Brock Roberts of Bogue Chitto
and Blake Pugh from Waynesboro.

Sophomore Kreg Garner of Northwest
Rankin, last year’s every-day starter, returns at
catcher. He led the team in home runs with five.
Behind him will be freshmen Brody Bray of
Taylorsville and Carter Hankins of Forrest
County AHS. “They will both be major contrib-
utors,” said Hoffpauir.

Sophomore Garren Berry of Petal and all-
state freshman Gage Teer of Brandon are com-

peting at first base. Mount is at sec-
ond and Hadley, who hit .316, drove
in 19 runs, and stole 10 bases last sea-
son, is the shortstop.

Jordan Mullis, a transfer from
Jacksonville (Fla.) University, and
Tamaz Conerly, an all-state freshman
from Columbia, are competing at
third base.

Returnees Jalen Haskin of Oak
Grove and Adam Smith of
Pascagoula lead the corps of outfield-
ers, along with freshmen Ryan

Wesson of Ridgeland and Seth Farmer
of Loyd Star.

Added Hoffpauir, “Offensively, we can be
versatile. We have guys who can hit the long
ball. Top to bottom, we have a chance to be the
best lineup we have ever had.”

When the Wildcats open the 2015 season at
home Feb. 12 against Alabama Southern, a new
MACJC statewide scheduling format will be in
place now that Meridian Community College
has joined the league, giving it 15 members.  

PRCC will play all 14 schools in one home or
away doubleheader - a total of 28 division
games.

“Everybody plays everybody one time,” said
Hoffpauir. Eight teams will make the playoffs,
the top four seeds hosting the lower four seeds
in a play-in best two-of-three series. The confer-
ence leader after those series will host the state
tournament. 

2015 PRCC baseball team
features some experience

FAST FACTS
n Coach Hoffpauir is beginning his fifth
season at PRCC. His overall record: 120-
76.
n Assistant coaches for the Wildcats are

former PRCC pitching star Kyle Lindsey,
Glennie Thompson and Kyle Dolan. The
manager is Keith Stanley.

Hoffpauir

Thomas

Eight Pearl River
Community College Wildcat
football standouts have been
cited by the MACJC with post-
season honors for the 2014
season.

Two defensive stars nabbed
All-South Division first-team
honors, while six other
grabbed second-team awards.

First-team honorees include
defensive back Quartavius
Smith of McComb High and
linebacker Richard Thomas of
West Lauderdale.

Smith, a 6-foot-2, 190-
pound sophomore, was the
team leader in tackles with 57
(44 solo, 13 assists) and had
two pass interceptions. 

Thomas, a 6-foot, 220-
pound sophomore, finished the
season with a second-best 52
tackles (34 solo, 18 assists)
and recorded one quarterback
sack.

Second-team honorees in-
clude offensive lineman Cyrus
Ekugwum of Murrah High in
Jackson, defensive back
Xavier Grindle of East Marion
High, defensive lineman Noah
Jones of Dillard High in Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla., wide receiver
Bryant Magee of West Marion
High, punter Cody Mikell of
Poplarville High, and wide re-
ceiver Austin Watts of Sumrall
High.

Ekugwum, 6-foot-4, 320-
pound sophomore, was a two-
year starter on the Wildcat O-
line and lauded as one of the
top offensive down players in
the state. 

Grindle, a 6-foot, 200-pound
sophomore, finished the year
with a team-best five pass in-
terceptions and a seventh-best
36 tackles (24 solo, 12 assists).

Jones, a 6-foot-3, 280-pound
freshman, wrapped the year
with a fourth-best 45 stops (28
solo, 17 assists), forced two
fumbles, recovered one, and
recorded 1.5 quarterback
sacks. 

Magee, a 6-foot-3, 185-
pound sophomore, led the
team in pass receiving yardage
with 560 on a second-best 22
catches and scored four touch-
downs, while Mikell, a 6-foot-
1, 200-pound freshman, aver-
aged 38.7 yards per kick, in-
cluding a season-long 68-
yarder.

Watts, a 6-foot-2, 180-pound
sophomore, snagged a team-
high 26 passes for a second-
best 512 yards, as well as lead-
ing the team in scoring with six
touchdowns. He also had four
punt returns for an 18.3-yard
average.

The Wildcats finished the
year at 5-4 overall and 2-4 in
the MACJC South Division
under second-year head coach
William Jones.

All-Star Classic
Former Pascagoula High

School standout Stacey
Warren, a linebacker for
PRCC, won defensive Most
Valuable Player honors for the
South in the annual 
MACJC All-Star Football
Classic played recently at
Northeast CC in Booneville.

8 Wildcats gain
football honors 

Smith

Warren recorded seven total
tackles including a pair of
stops for a loss while leading
the South to a 23-13 victory.

A total of seven Wildcats
played for the South team.

Besides Warren, the others
included defensive end
Carlton Burger of Petal High,
tight end Rusty Clark of
Harrison Central, defensive
back Taron Divens of
McComb High, defensive
back Jarari Holloway of
Gautier, lineman Derrick Isaac
of McComb and wide receiver
Austin Watts of Sumrall.

Morgan still playing
Former PRCC standout wide receiver Donovan Morgan

is one of five players acquired by the Las Vegas Outlaws of
the Arena Football League.

Morgan earned Second Team All-Arena honors after set-
ting LA KISS records with 141 receptions for 1,878 yards
and 37 touchdowns in 18 games with the team last season. 

Morgan garnered JuCo All-American honors in 2002
after recording 45 receptions for 987 yards and seven touch-
downs at Pearl River. 

Former Florida State football
coach Bobby Bowden, the NCAA’s
all-time winningest coach was on
the PRCC campus Nov. 11,
speaking in the Brownstone
Center on behalf of the Fellowship
of Christian Athletes. 

East Miss. wins NJCAA crown
BILOX - Quarterback Chad Kelly threw for 434 yards

and five touchdowns as East Mississippi Community
College won its second consecutive NJCAA national
championship with a 34-17 win over Iowa Western in the
Mississippi Bowl on Sunday at Biloxi Stadium.

East Mississippi’s winning streak is a state record 24
straight and captured three of the last four national crowns.
It’s also the first time a Mississippi school has won back-to-
back national titles and three titles in four years.

The Lions (12-0) used five Reivers’ first-half turnovers to
build a 21-7 lead at the half. 
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Upcoming games
Jan. 5 - at Delgado (La.)
Jan. 8 - at Miss. Delta
Jan. 12 - host Hinds
Jan. 15 - at Jones JC
Jan. 20 - at Gulf Coast
Jan. 22 - host East Central
Jan. 26 - host Meridian
Jan. 29 - at Southwest
Feb. 2 - host Co-Lin
Feb. 5 - at Hinds
Feb. 9 - host Jones JC
Feb. 12 - host Gulf Coast
Feb. 16 - at East Central
Feb. 19 - at Meridian
Feb. 23-26 - MACJC 
Tournament (S. Women)

Above, PRCC freshman John Cornish (20) of Olive Branch looks to make a pass inside
in action at M.R. White Coliseum. Right, PRCC freshman Darrlyn Willis (21) drives past a
William Carey University JV player on his way to the basket.
PRCC photos by Mitch Deaver.

PRCC teams find White Coliseum just fine
Men off to 8-0 start;
women winning early

Above, PRCC freshman
Timmy Shaw (10) of
Memphis protects the bas-
ketball from this Delgado
CC defender in a game ear-
lier this season. Left, Pearl
River’s Shaniqua Quinn
drives to the basket in the
Lady Wildcats’ loss to
Southwest Mississippi. 

Photo by
Mitch Deaver

Pearl River Community
College split with Southwest
Mississippi in women’s and
men’s MACJC South Division
basketball action Thursday
with the Lady Wildcats falling
59-53, while the Wildcats re-
main undefeated with a con-
vincing 81-69 victory.

The contests were the divi-
sion openers for both schools.
PRCC’s women dropped to 4-2
overall. The men are now 8-0.

In the women’s game, The
River held the Lady Bears
scoreless for the first three min-
utes while building a 7-0 lead
before Southwest responded
with a 15-6 run over the next
six minutes to take its first lead
of the contest at 15-14.

Madison Mault and Cortney
Epting capped the comeback
surge with back-to-back three
pointers before the Lady
Wildcats tied it up three times
before the intermission and
managed to regain the lead
twice. Epting banged in a trey
57 seconds before the halftime
buzzer to put the Lady Bears
up 28-26 at the intermission.

Essence Pulliam of Forest
High sank the opening basket
to tie it up at 28-28 with 18:55
left, marking the first of three
stalemates in the second half,
while PRCC regained the lead
at 36-35 at the 12:00 mark off a
bucket by Shaniqua Quinn of
Brandon High. From that point,
the game saw six lead ex-
changes with Southwest going
up for good at 50-47 off anoth-
er Epting three.

Pulliam and Asia
Thibodeaux of West Harrison
led The River with 11 points
each, while Shaniqua Magee of
Collins High scored eight (nine
rebounds), Akayla Powell of
South Pike High six, AníDreka
Harper of Forest High, Quinn,
and Vamikka Smith of Murphy
(Ala.) High, five a piece, and
Tamera Williams of Hinds
AHS two (six assists).

Pearl River hit 41.2 percent
(21 of 51) from the field to
Southwest 44.7 percent (21 of
47), while the Lady Wildcats
were two of 10 (20 percent)
from three-point range. 

In the men’s battle, the
Wildcats jumped out to an 11-2
lead before the Bears rebound-
ed with an impressive 18-8
scoring run over the ensuing
seven minutes to grab their
only lead of the game, 20-19.

Jamond Franklin of St.
Martin immediately answered
with a basket to regain the lead
and kicked off a 21-12 run to
put PRCC up 40-32 at the half.

The Bears managed to cut
the Wildcats’ lead to two points
early in the second half off a
Trent Jeffries three pointer, but
some five minutes later The
River’s seven unanswered
points - back-to-back twos by
Darral Willis of Madison
Memorial  (Wis.) and a three
by Timmy Shaw of
Germantown (Tenn.) - pumped
its lead to double digits and the
Wildcats never looked back.

Cortez Mitchell of Callaway
paced The River with a game-
high 19 points (three treys,
three assists), while Willis
scored 17 (10 rebounds, three
assists), Laderrick Scott of
Forest High 13 (seven re-
bounds), William Brown of
Forest Hill 11 (two treys),
Malik Clements of Madison
West (Wis.) eight, John
Cornish of Olive Branch six
(two treys), Shaw three (four
assists), and Franklin and
Dontellius Ross of Callaway
High (five assists), two each.

Pearl River hit a season-best
55.2 percent (32 of 58) from
the field.

Left, Vamikka Smith (32), a sophomore from Mobile, Ala., anticipates her next move. Right, sophomore Essence Pulliam
(30), a sophomore from Jackson Forest Hill, looks to make a pass inside.   
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Southern Miss transfer midfielder Lyndsey Lee (seated) poses with five members of the
reigning MACJC-Region 23 champ Lady Wildcat squad, including from left: Katelyn
Williams of Ocean Springs High, Amber Dye of West Harrison, Hailey Furlan of Bay High,
Ashlyn Fletcher of Pass Christian High, and Delaney Gustafson of Ocean Springs. Lee
prepped at Our Lady Academy in Bay St. Louis. - PRCC Sports Information Photo

The reigning MACJC-Region 23 women’s
soccer champion Pearl River Lady Wildcats
have signed University of Southern
Mississippi transfer Lyndsey Lee for the 2015
season.

Lee, a midfielder who prepped at Our Lady
Academy in Bay St. Louis, will be on the
PRCC campus for the 2015 spring semester
after playing her freshman season for coach

Mohammed El-Zare’s Lady Golden Eagles.
Lee was an All-State, All-District performer

for OLA coach Andy Fillingame and is the
daughter of Dion and Holli Cuevas of
Picayune and Ryan Lee of Jackson.

“We’re fortunate to sign a player of
Lyndsey’s talent and ability,” said Lady
Wildcat coach Jack Byrd. “She’s going to be
an immediate contributor to our program.”

Former OLA soccer standout 
Lyndsey Lee signs with PRCC

n FROM page 1
In the women’s game, Hinds’ Haley

Claiborne put the Lady Eagles up 1-0
off a goal 1:14 into the contest, but
Pearl River rebounded to tie it up two
minutes later off an unassisted goal by
Kim Armstrong, an Ole Miss transfer
who prepped at Pascagoula.

In the 35th minute, Sarah Daniels of
Madison Central gave The River the
lead for good off a header from a cor-
ner kick by Hailey Furlan of Bay High,
while Delaney Gustafson of Ocean
Springs  scored the game’s final goal
with 55 seconds left before the inter-
mission.

Pearl River’s men led 1-0 at the half
off a free kick three minutes before the
break by Eli Troutman of Ocean
Springs High, but Gulf Coast’s Stewart
Mena tied it up with 11:24 left in regu-
lation and that stalemate remained in-
tact as regulation ended.

After two scoreless overtime peri-
ods, things moved to a shoot out with
PRCC’s Gerrad McClaurin of Ocean
Springs High banging in the game-
winning kick.

Both Martin and Byrd were named
MACJC coaches of the year for 2014.
Martin has won the award three
straight years; Byrd two of the last
three years.

Wildcats finish 12-4-1
MT. PLEASANT, TEX. - The

Wildcats wrapped their 2014 soccer
season, falling to Region 14 runner-up
Northeast Texas CC 1-0 in the South
District title game. PRCC’s men ended
their season at 12-4-1.

Lady ‘Cats finish 12-5-1
MELBOURNE, Fla. - The Lady

Wildcats wrapped their soccer season,
falling to Eastern Fla. State College 4-
0 for the District title.
n Freshman Hailey Furlan of Bay

St. Louis and sophomore Elijah
Troutman of Ocean Springs were the
only PRCC players named to the all-re-
gion 23 team. Furlan led the Lady
Wildcats with 12 goals this season.
Gustafson was second with eight.
n Byrd coached the South team in

the JuCo All-Star game in Ridgeland
recently. The game ended in a 1-1 tie
with PRCC’s Morgan Saucier of
Gulfport scoring the South’s goal. She
was named the South Division MVP.

Other players in the game for PRCC
were Natalie Lechner and Laken
McBroom, both of Pascagoula, and
Autumn St. Ann of Lafayette, La.   
n PRCC men’s players in the All-

Star game were Elijah Troutman of
Ocean Springs, Ray Wesson of
Gulfport and Jake Polderman of
Picayune.

MACJC
CHAMPSWildcat celebrations

Coming Spring 2015

His life story embodied the spirit of his native land in Pearl River County, MS. 
He became a legend as the most successful junior college coach of his era. 

 He left a legacy of transforming ordinary boys into men 
 who became winners on the field and in life. 

 
View unpublished photos of Coach Holden. 

Read excerpts from the book. 
 Share your own stories about Coach Holden, PRCC, or the Pearl River area at: 

www.spiritofthepearl.wordpress.com. 

The long-awaited story of legendary football coach, 
 T. D. “Dobie” Holden, has now become a book. 

Left, PRCC sophomore Paul Millette Jr. (6) battles for
possession of the ball. Above, Sarah Daniels (12) slams
a header for a Lady Wildcat goal. Right, freshman Kim
Armstrong (30) slides in for a kick in a game this sea-
son. PRCC photos by Mitch Deaver.
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