
Outstanding alumni to be
honored at gala April 30

Graduation ceremony
returns to PRCC campus

The 2015 Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame gala will be
held the evening of Thursday, April 30, at Southern Oaks House
and Gardens in Hattiesburg.

Alumni to be honored with induction into the Hall of Fame
are John W. Hall of Metairie, La., Dr. Carole Lund of
Mandeville, La., Maj. General James I. “Ike” Pylant of Purvis,
Dr. C. Mike Walters of Terry and the late Martin T. Smith of
Poplarville.

The reception begins at 6 p.m. and dinner at 6:30 p.m. Tickets
are $100 per person. For tickets or more information, contact
Ernie Lovell at 601 403-1191 or elovell@prcc.edu.

Graduation will return to the Poplarville campus for the first
time since Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

The ceremony will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday, May 14, in
Marvin R. White Coliseum.

Graduation was held in Hattiesburg the past nine years after
hurricane damage forced the demolition of the old coliseum.

eLearning program gets
grant for kiosks on campus

The Mississippi Virtual Community College recently award-
ed PRCC’s Office of eLearning at $10,000 Innovated Learning
and Design (MILD) grant.

The grant will finance kiosks to enhance the operation of the
proctoring centers at the Forrest County Center and the
Poplarville campus.

The eLearning staff is in the process of looking at projects
that may qualify for the grant next year, said Michelle Mitchell,
director of eLearning.

Spring fine arts concerts
coming up next month

The Department of Fine Arts and Communication will present
three concerts in April in Smith Auditorium of the Brownstone
Center:
n Symphonic Band at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 16
n PRCC Singers at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 23
n JazzCats, The Voices and RiverRoad at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April

28. All of the concerts are free.

Choir auditions are set;
awards day scheduled

Auditions for the 2015-16 RiverRoad showchoir will be held
at 9 a.m. Saturday, Arpil 25, in the choir room. Students who
want to audition for the PRCC Singers choir should email direc-
tor LaDona Tyson at ltyson@prcc.edu to schedule an audition.

For more information, call Tyson at 601 403-1272. 
n Awards Day for students on the Poplarville campus and

Hancock Center will be held at 3 p.m. Wednesday, April 29, in
the Brownstone Center.

The Forrest County Center Awards Day will be at 11 a.m.
Monday, May 4, in the multipurpose room.

Moore Failla

Steen Bisesi

Pearl River Community College
alumnus and long-time attorney
Martin T. Smith died Feb. 25 at his
home in Poplarville. He was 80 years
old.

Smith served as the attorney for the
PRCC Board of Trustees for approx-
imately 30 years, beginning in the
mid-1960s, and again since 1997. He
also served in the state Senate for 20
years and as attorney for the City of
Poplarville for the past 24 years.

“Martin Smith served Pearl River
Community College, his community
and the state in an exceptional man-
ner,” said Dr. William Lewis, PRCC
president. “He leaves a mark of dis-
tinction on his career as an attorney,
as a politician, but more importantly

as an advocate for Pearl River
Community College and the City of
Poplarville. He was a special person
who always stood for
what was right and he
tried to make things bet-
ter for those who needed
his help.

“Few, if any, public
servants have served the
citizens of south
Mississippi in the sincere
and dedicated manner in
which Martin Smith’s
legacy will reflect. Our
college and our commu-
nity have lost a great
friend.”

Smith attended high school on the

Pearl River Junior College campus
and graduated from the college in
1954. He earned the bachelorís de-

gree and the Juris Doctor
degree from the
University of Mississippi
in 1958 and returned to
Poplarville to open a
general law practice.

He represented Pearl
River County and sur-
rounding areas in the
Mississippi Senate from
1968 to 1988 and served
as the first administrative
director of the

Administrative Office of
Courts from 1993 to 1997. 

When he returned to Poplarville, he

resumed his law practice, including
representing PRCC and the city.

His expertise was instrumental in
PRCC receiving funds from the estate
of Ethel Holden Brownstone that fi-
nanced the bulk of the college’s per-
forming arts center - the Ethel Holden
Brownstone Center for the Arts

“I was fortunate to get to know
Martin through the Poplarville
Rotary Club,” said Archie Rawls, di-
rector of the Brownstone Center.

“His quick wit and amazing story-
telling ability were always a highlight
of our meetings. I will forever be in-
debted to Martin for his support of
the Ethel Holden Brownstone Center
for the Arts and the important role
that he played in securing the gift

from the Brownstone estate.
“That the beautiful theater in the

Brownstone Center is named in
honor of Martin and Dolores Smith is
a fitting tribute to his legacy at
PRCC. He will be greatly missed.”

Smith served as the first chairman
of the PRCC Development
Foundation and was named PRCC
Alumnus of the Year in 1983.

He was active in numerous civic
and economic development activities
and served on the board of the Lower
Pearl River Valley Foundation at the
time of his death.

He is survived by his wife, Dolores
Thomas Smith; a son, Martin Barney
Smith of Poplarville; and three grand-
sons.

PRCC attorney Martin T. Smith dies at 80

Dr. Burt

Pearl River’s Wildcats celebrate their 2014-2015 MACJC State Championship following their 65-54 victory over Holmes.
More basketball coverage, page 16. Photo by Mitch Deaver

PRCC students honored by PTK
Four of PRCC’s top students will

be honored March 25 as members of
the 2015 All-Mississippi Community
College Academic Team.

Jessalyn Bisesi and David Failla,
both of Picayune, represent the
Poplarville Iota Mu chapter of Phi
Theta Kappa on the team.
Representing the Beta Tau Gamma
chapter at the Forrest County Center
are Bradford Moore and Matt Steen,
both of Hattiesburg.

PTK scholastic honor society along
with two-year college presidents and
community college state associations
co-sponsor All-State Academic Team
recognition programs in 32 states.
All-State Team members receive spe-
cial recognition including medallions
and certificates. Some also receive
stipends and scholarships.

Each two-year college in
Mississippi may nominate two stu-
dents based on outstanding academic
performance and service to the col-
lege and community.

Bisesi, 19, is Iota Mu vice president
for leadership and a peer mentor. She

plans to attend the University of
Mississippi to study journalism.

Failla, 21, is Iota Mu vice president
for scholarship and serves on the
Honors Institute Council. An engi-
neering major, he plans to attend
Mississippi State University.

Moore, 21, is Beta Tau Gamma
vice president for recruiting, secre-
tary-treasurer of the Forrest County
Center Student Government
Association, secretary of Mu Alpha
Theta mathematics honor society and
and member of Sigma Kappa Delta
English honorary and the History and
Humanities Club. An Honors
Institute student, he plans to attend
Jackson State University to study
criminal justice and information tech-
nology.

Steen, 26, served in the Army for
six years and has applied to Tulane
University to pursue a medical de-
gree. He is the Beta Tau Gamma lo-
gistics officer, serves on the Honors
Institute Council and is a member of
Mu Alpha Theta and Sigma Kappa
Delta.

2015 MACJC State Champions

Pearl River Community
College English instructor
Marjory Thrash has been
named the MS Virtual
Community College Instructor
of the Year.

Thrash, who started teaching
online in 2000, received the
award and $1,000 at the
Creating Futures Through
Technology conference in
Biloxi.

She was one of the first in-
structors in the state to teach
online. Marjory Thrash

“I have taught beginning and intermediate English, English
composition 1 and 2, traditional grammar and American literature
1and 2,” she said. “For online success, administration, support
staff and faculty must all have the souls of true teachers. We do
whatever is necessary to get information to our students. That
happened with chalkboards and slide rules, and it happens today
in online instruction.”

Thrash and her husband, Bobby Thrash, have been at PRCC
since 2002.

PRCC’s Thrash honored
for her online teaching

Both of the PRCC Phi Theta
Kappa chapters received awards
at the 2014 Regional Conference
in Baton Rouge.

The Iota Mu chapter in
Poplarville and the Beta Tau
Gamma chapter in Hattiesburg
were awarded 5 Star Status, the
top chapter ranking.

Beta Tau Gamma placed first
in the Honors in Action Project
with a chosen theme of “Space”
and sixth in College Project. The
chapter  was a top 10 finalist for
Most Distinguished Chapter.

David Failla, an Iota Mu mem-
ber, and Phillip Bedwell from
Beta Tau Gamma received the
Golden Key Awards for students
who best exemplify the four hall-
marks of PTK - scholarship, fel-

lowship, leadership and service.
Beta Tau Gamma member

Evan Thornton was elected as re-
gional webmaster.

Dr. Ryan Ruckel, Beta Tau
Gamma advisor and regional co-
ordinator, received the
Continued Excellence Advisory
Award.

Dr. Terri Ruckel, also a Beta
Tau Gamma advisor, received
the Benny Warren Outstanding
Advisor Award and was elected
associate regional coordinator.

Beta Tau Gamma advisor
Doug Donohue received the
Paragon Advisor and the
Regional Horizon awards.

Stephanie Lee is advisor for
the Iota Mu chapter. Dr. Justin
Williamson is co-advisor.

Phi Theta Kappa chapters
bring home top rankings

PRCC students who placed in state Skills USA com-
petition are, seated from left, Miranda Woodruff of
Lumberton, first in welding sculpture; model Amanda
Ramsey of Hattiesburg and Chelsey Dawsy of
Pearlington, third in cosmetology nails; standing, Matt
Bedwell of Hattiesburg and Jonathan Woodruff of
Lumberton, second in welding fabrication; Joseph
Cuevas of Kiln, third in welding; and Jacob Bullock of
Hattiesburg, second in architectural drafting. Not pic-
tured are Brett Steiner of Bay St. Louis from the
welding fabrication team; Justin Kistler of Carnes and
helper Justin Allen of Poplarville, second in masonry.
Miranda Woodruff advances to national competition
in June in Kansas City, Mo.

Left, David Failla with advisor Stephanie Lee. Right,
Dr. Terri Ruckel. More coverage, pages 3, 5.

Skills USA winners
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Pearl River Community College offers equal edu-
cation and employment opportunities. We do not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, religion, color, sex,
age, national origin, veteran status, or disability. For
inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies or
to request accommodations, special assistance, or al-
ternate format publication, please contact Tonia
Moody, ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator, at P.O. Box
5118, Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601 403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredit-
ed by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to award as-
sociate degrees. Contact the Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
Georgia 30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500,
or at http://www.sacscoc.org for questions
about the accreditation of Pearl River
Community College. The Commission is only
to be contacted to learn about the accreditation
status of the College, to file a third-party com-
ment at the time of the College’s decennial re-
view, or to file a complaint against the College
with evidence that appears to support non-
compliance with a standard or requirement. All
normal inquiries about the institution, such as
admission requirements, financial aid, educa-
tional programs, etc., should be addressed di-
rectly to Pearl River Community College and
not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

SACS process steps
n The Off-Site Review Committee will for-
ward its preliminary findings to the On-Site
Peer Review Committee. Pearl River
Community College may choose to submit
a Focused Report in response to these find-
ings six weeks prior to on-site review.
n Pearl River Community College will also
prepare and submit its Quality Enhancement
Plan (QEP) six weeks prior to on-site review.
n During Oct. 27-29, 2015, the On-Site
Review Committee will visit Pearl River
Community College.

SACSCOC reaffirmation process

By McKENNA BRYANT
The Drawl Staff Writer

As a student of the wonderfully talented art
instructor, Mrs. Charlene Null, she assigned her
pupils to visit the Lauren Rogers Museum of Art
that is “nestled among century-old oaks in
Laurel’s charming Historic District.”

I had only the intentions of the grade I was to
achieve instead of the experience of culture. I
will never regret the assignment that
brought my visit, thanks to the joy I
had strolling through the beauty-
laced rooms and hallways. 

As an artist myself, I thought only
paintings, sculptures, three-dimen-
sional creations, drawings, and
things I only saw through my cul-
ture-lacking eyes were the only cre-
ations of art.

However, my visitation opened my
eyes to witness other forms of art. I
had always judged basket weaving as
a dainty hobby, but to see the con-
trastive shapes, sizes, and patterns the artists
used to create them certified the realization of
the true artistry. 

Also, I didn’t know that silver, British
Georgian Silver which was displayed, was art
until my arrival. The designs within the struc-
tures took my breath away. 

The sets were encased in the strength of glass,

but the luster could not be dimmed. No two de-
signs were identical; each had its own delicate
uniqueness. 

The museum has exhibitions that come and
go often. The present exhibit is the “Garden of
Eden: Still Life Photographs by Andrzej
Maciejewski.” 

He didn’t photograph humans, animals, or na-
ture, but fruits and vegetables. Scanning the
photographs, it was like I could feel the rough

top of broccoli, or the fuzz on a
plump peach, and even the smooth-
ness of a pepper.

He even used details of the protec-
tion covers and the price stickers
from the markets where they were
bought. The museum even has a sec-
tion for their visitors to create their
own still life photography with fake
fruits and vegetables. 

I advise anyone to have the experi-
ence of a visit. It is located in Laurel,
and well-worth the drive. The muse-

um is open Tuesday through Saturday
from 10 a.m. until 4:45 p.m.; Sundays from 1
until 4. It is free admission and donations are re-
quested of $3 for an adult.

They also offer tours. Personal photography is
prohibited. They offer a gift shop as well. If you
would like more information, visit lrma.org.
n McKenna Bryant is a freshman student

from Bogalusa, La. 

Bryant

Lauren Rogers Museum:
Enjoyment of culture 

By KAITLIN COOPER
The Drawl Staff Writer

It is that time of year again, whether the
weather is 22 degrees or 90 degrees, we all
start to get it; the infamous spring break fever.

All these years we look forward to it, plan
for it, and even beg for it, yet I cannot help but
wonder how many people actually
know the origins of the glorious time
often called “Spring Break.”

Surprisingly, spring break is not a
new-aged concept. It dates back to
ancient Grecian times. Originally
termed Anthestreria, spring break
was the celebration of the arrival of
spring and the season of awakening. 

Anthestreria was held in tandem
with the celebration of the Greek
god of wine, Bacchus. During this
time, music was heard all around the
city, and large feasts were held with the best
food and drink. 

Men took part in competitions to see who
was the manliest, and woman adorned them-
selves with the sweetest smelling flowers one
could afford. 

Although the Greeks were the original

founders of the true “Spring Break,” we can at-
tribute our version of this time of leisure and
relaxation to the 1938 swim coach of Colgate
University, Sam Ingram. 

Colgate brought his swim team to train at the
first Olympic size swimming pool, located in
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. The city saw that an op-
portunity was at hand to have an influx of

money, so they began to hold an an-
nual collegiate swimmers forum
every spring. 

The public saw some 300-plus
swimmers going down to the sun-
kissed beaches of Florida, and de-
cided that they too wanted a break
from reality. So began our modern
day tradition of Spring Break. 

Whether you spend it indoors, or
laid back in a beach chair, just re-
member that we have Greek society
and Coach Sam Ingram for our

week of mental freedom.
As for me, I spent my spring break catching

up on my shopping and my sleep, and prepar-
ing for the last weeks of school before gradua-
tion in May.
n Kaitlin Cooper is a sophomore student

from Picayune.

Cooper

Spring Break Fever:
just when did it start

By JOCELYNE BROWN
The Drawl Staff Writer

Dating has drastically changed over the years.
All of a sudden, meeting for the first time face
to face is not a prerequisite for becoming a po-
tential life partner. 

Social media has become the ultimate match
maker. Do you believe that dating through so-
cial media can in fact be effective, and make for
long lasting relationships? Do relationships
even stand a chance if it were started on...Let’s
say - Facebook? 

“A friend request, that’s where it all started,”
I can hear some of you now, explaining to your
grandchildren about how you, and
their grandpa or grandma met. 

The words that exit off your lips
may even sound a little silly to you,
as you try to convince the children
that you fell in “like” with a picture,
and a status. 

Falling into “like” is one thing, but
falling in love takes social media
matchmaking to a whole different
level. Do you all believe that people
feel more comfortable communicat-
ing through social media? Is it better
to be able to control how your prospective sig-
nificant other views you? 

Would you rather be seen as a self-updated
picture on Instagram, rather than accidentally
bumping into someone at the grocery store
while your hair looks a mess, and actually hav-
ing the guts to stop, and engage in conversation? 

Well, I am a firm believer that as humans, we
crave power. We want to feel a sense of control,
and say-so in our lives, so the casual running
into someone and sparking conversation, seems
asinine in a world where you can basically dic-
tate how someone sees you. 

For example, there are a few people who I
have tried to set up on blind dates, and let’s just
say, by the time the date comes around it’s not

so blind.
“Why?,” you ask. Well, once you give out a

person’s name, it’s a simple task to go search
through Facebook friends, Instagram users, and
twitter mentions, to possibly find almost any-
one. 

Everything is about the “now” in this day and
age. How can we get it now? How can we see it
now? How can we have it now? As a whole, I
believe that we have the “It’s my money, and I
need it NOW!” mentality. 

It seems as though patience isn’t a virtue
that’s being desired by too many people any-
more. Instead the fast-paced Google lifestyle is
quickly taking over.

Lastly, meeting on social media as
it pertains to dating, could possibly
be effective for some people. As a
matter of fact, I know plenty of peo-
ple who met their now boyfriend/girl-
friend/husband/wife on a social
media site, and seem to be living hap-
pily. 

So who am I to say it doesn’t, or
won’t work, when there is proof that
it has worked in the past? I guess it all
depends on the intentions of the peo-
ple who are seeking relationships

through social media. 
Nonetheless, I wish all of them the best of

luck in their future endeavors, and hope that
their grandchildren will be able to grasp the fact
that grandma, or grandpa fell in “like,” with a
picture, and a status. 

Now that I think about it, by that time, there
will probably be robots, and flying cars, so rela-
tionships founded on social media won’t be too
hard of a concept to grasp.

Until next time, be safe on the Internet, and
don’t go looking for love, let the friend requests
fall as they may.
n Jocelyne Brown is a freshman student

from Hattiesburg, formerly from Carlisle,
Pa.

Brown

Today’s greeting: ‘Nice
To Socially Media You’

By ISHIMINE GOINS
The Drawl Staff Writer

Ahhh social media, gotta love it
right? Social sites like Twitter,
Instagram, and Facebook are the
places to go when you feel the urge
to be social. 

And! Where you can be whoever
it is you think you may be. And
that’s totally fine. (Side note) “Just
be yourself.” But most importantly,
whatever happened to the actual
human-to-human social thing?

I may be old fashioned, but it’s not

half bad. I’ve done my own study of
social behavior over time, and most
recently over spring
break. Now, for the peo-
ple who fell asleep in
Sociology, let me throw a
quick definition at you. 

Sociology: Is the scien-
tific study of social be-
havior, including its ori-
gins, development, organ-
ization, blah blah blah ... 

Now, just think for a
second. How social are
you in real life? Are you

stuck in comfort zone that won’t
allow you to step out those bound-

aries you’ve set overtime? 
I’ve seen people with

thousands of followers on
social networks unable
and unwilling to hold a
conversation with a real
life human. And that’s
honestly sad. At this point
and age of our lives I real-
ly hope we’re past the
point of “Vain-ess” if I
may create a word.  

And that boggles me,

because more than half of you are
choosing careers that require you to
be “People Friendly” and by people
I do mean “Real People.” 

I think this generation should
focus on being social in “Real Life”
opposed to the wonderful world of
“Social Media.”

Now don’t get me wrong, there’s
nothing wrong with “Social Media”
but in the words of Socrates, “be as
you wish to seem” young grasshop-
pers. 

There’s a big giant world outside
of Mississippi, trust me, I’ve been

there. And I want each and everyone
one of you to be comfortable outside
of your comfort zone and “Social
Media.”

For those who can multi-task the
vigorous life of “Social Media” and
“Real Life,” I tip my hat to you. But
for those who struggle, today, I chal-
lenge you to greet a total stranger,
step out the “Double Tap Like
Button” and into reality. 

It’s much better out here. Scouts
Honor! 
n Ishimine Goins is a sopho-

more student from Hattiesburg.Goins

Just how ‘Social’ are you in real life

PRCC Association of Educational Office
Professionals have been busy lending their
support this semester to the Women’s Health
Symposium and the Development Foundation. 

In January, AEOP members collected items
to create a gift basket for a Women’s Health
Symposium door prize. Karen Owens of
Poplarville was the lucky winner of the basket. 

In February, AEOP members displayed pink
jars on the Poplarville and Hattiesburg campus-
es to collect donations for the PRCC Employee
Cancer Fund. Thanks to all the faculty, staff
and students who dropped their pocket change

and dollar bills into the pink jars, the AEOP do-
nated $112.15 to this cause. 

Every penny counts, so the next time you see
one of the AEOP pink jars displayed on an
AEOP member’s desk or counter, please drop
your pocket change or lighten your purse by
donating the change in your wallet. 

The AEOP winter meeting was held Feb. 24
at the Forrest County Center. 

Dr. Martha Lou Smith will present a gradua-
tion workshop on March 27 in the IT training
room so members can actually go through the
graduation program in case members need to

assist a student or answer calls for information. 
The 2015-16 officers will be installed at the

April meeting. They are Tiffany McCardle,
president; Michael Schafer, vice
president/president elect, and Eileen Hall, sec-
retary/treasurer. 

AEOP offers support, training and work-
shops to office support staff. AEOP members
are involved in community projects, state and
national training conferences and conventions.
If you are interested in becoming a member for
2015-16, contact Cheryl May at 1199 or
Tiffany McCardle at 1420.

AEOP report: Graduation workshop March 27

By Dr. JENNIFER SEAL
VP: Planning and Institutional Research

Pearl River Community College reached a
major milestone on the road to Reaffirmation
2016 on March 2 with the submission of the
reaffirmation report to the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) Off-
Site Committee.

The Off-Site Committee - made up of fac-
ulty and administrators familiar with com-
munity colleges similar to PRCC - will thor-
oughly review the report and meet April 21-
22 in Atlanta to identify areas of full compli-

ance. 
PRCC will have an opportunity to submit a

follow-up focus report and additional docu-
mentation if needed before the On-Site
Committee visits Oct. 27-29.

As part of reaffirmation, the Quality
Enhancement Plan (QEP) Committee is dili-
gently preparing the details of the First-Year
Experience QEP. That plan will be submitted
four to six weeks before the on-site visit.

Opportunities to participate exist as we
travel along the road toward reaffirmation.  A
quote from Lily Tomlin describes our reaffir-
mation journey, “The road to success is al-
ways under construction.”

PRCC Talent Show

Kameron Jackson of Carriere, left,
won the PRCC Talent Show on
March 17. He played piano and
sang an original song, Letters.
With him are second place winner
Brandon Hogue of Lakeshore,
center, who played guitar and
sang an original song, Coast Kind
of Day; and Tyrail Lindsey of
Collins, who placed third rapping
and singing 25/8. Judges were re-
cruiter Chelsea Dobbins,
Development Foundation account-
ant Shana Breerwood and police
chief Doug Rowell. Left, Ishtar
Rosario Medina performs an
Indian folk dance during the
PRCC Talent Show. She is from
Puerto Rico and lives in Carriere.
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The Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society at Pearl River
Community College held its spring induction on Feb. 23 at the Brownstone Center. New
members are, front row from left, Rebecca Armstrong of Foxworth, Kimberly Arnold of
Biloxi, Connor Barry, Mallory Benoit, Larke Bickham and Taylor Blossman, all of
Poplarville; Amanda Bolin of Purvis, Samuel Bond of Poplarville, Zack Boone of
Columbia, Garrett Bourgeois of Bay St. Louis, Megan Corona of Picayune, Jourdyn
Cowart of Poplarville, Micah Eastridge of Carriere, Belle Failla of Picayune, David Hale of
Bay St. Louis, Kristyn Furr of Hattiesburg, Morgan Glidewell of Carriere; second row,
Samuel Glorioso and Nancie Hebert, both of Carriere; Jennifer Hession of Lumberton,
Lydia Howard of Poplarville, Katherine Johnson of Tylertown, Shaynna King of

Poplarville, Gabrielle Ladner of Picayune, Ashlyn Lossett of Carriere, Lauren Moree of
Sumrall, Natalie McCormick of Picayune, Courtney Morris of Carriere, Jeremy Medina of
Bay St. Louis, Megean Mills of Picayune, Tracey Neal of Columbia, Brittany Puckett of
Kiln; third row, Bailey Rester of Poplarville, Brian Rogers of Columbia, Shelby Serio of
Bay St. Louis, Jared Smith of Poplarville, Jhanne Stasney of Picayune, Megan Stockstill
of Kiln, Lindsey Strahan of Poplarville, Tristan Tate of Carriere, Victoria Voss of Picayune,
Lorrie Warren of Poplarville, Bryant Hensleigh of Purvis, Vena Bliss of Carriere,, Ashley
Smith of Poplarville, Kelsey Fairley of Wiggins and Kelsey Arguelles of Biloxi. Advisors
are Stephanie Lee and Dr. Justin Williamson.
PRCC Public Relations photo

PTK induction at Poplarville campus

More than 20 Pearl River Community
College Honors Institute students and fac-
ulty visited the Ina E. Gordy Honors
College at the Mississippi University for
Women to participate in the third annual
Mississippi Honors Conference in
February.

The trip was spearheaded by Dr. Stephen
Black, Director of Pearl River’s Honors
Institute, and attended by Jim Walsh,
Poplarville Instructor of History and
Honors; Dr. Terri Smith Ruckel, Honors
Coordinator at the Forrest County Center;
Cheri Alder, PRCC FCC Instructor of
History and Honors, and Dr. Ryan Ruckel,
Chair of Humanities and Social Sciences,
and Honors Faculty, Forrest County
Center. 

These faculty accompanied honors stu-
dents from both the Poplarville campus and
the Forrest County Center. 

Our faculty and students gathered with
their counterparts from all across
Mississippi for two days of paper and
poster presentations displaying the under-
graduate research skills of some of the
state’s brightest honors students.

More than 200 students from 11 colleges
and universities across the state participat-
ed in the 2015 conference. 

When asked about his weekend experi-
ence, Honor Student John Graves said, “I
would say the company of our group - in
particular, getting to know the Poplarville
group - was the best part of the event.” 

Ashley Calcote and Cameron Howard
provided a poster presentation as part of a
lecture presentation by Drs. Ryan and Terri
Ruckel — “The A Game versus Chaos
Theory,” which was entered in the Faculty
Honors Administration and Pedagogy cate-
gory of the conference. 

Schools participating in the Honors
Conference included Alcorn State
University, Delta State University, East
Mississippi Community College, Jackson
State University, Mississippi College,
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community
College, Mississippi State University,
Mississippi University for Women, Pearl
River Community College, Southwest
Mississippi Community College, and the
University of Southern Mississippi. A stu-
dent-led and governed event, the confer-
ence was planned and carried out by the
MUW University Honors Council.

Next year, Delta State University will
host the 2016 Honors Conference. In 2017,
Pearl River Community College is slated to
accommodate the event. 

Faculty, students attend Honors Conference 

Poplarville PTK students who attended the 2014 Regional Conference in Baton Rouge included
from left: Front row - Jessalyn Bisesi of McNeill, David Failla of Picayune, PTK advisor
Stephanie Lee, Levi Herrin of Picayune and Katherine Johnson of Tylertown. Back row -
Raygan Necaise of Pass Christian, Joshua Matthews of Pass Christian, Belle Failla of Picayune
and Hunter Nelson of Purvis.

PTK conference attendees
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Above, Chandler Toney (right) has a concerned look on his face as PRCC dental hygiene
student Anna Wren of Long Beach cleans patient Solomon Powell’s teeth during the an-
nual Give Kids A Smile event Feb. 6 at PRCC. Below, Treníneicia Coleman (right) of
Hattiesburg holds up a mirror so her friend, Krisyln Scott, can watch as PRCC dental hy-
giene student Miranda Fazende of Poplarville cleans Scott’s teeth.

Students give local kids
lessons on cleaning teeth

First-year students in the Pearl River
Community College dental hygiene program
brightened the smiles of 26 kids from the
Salvation Army Boys and Girls Club of
Hattiesburg.

The students and children took part Feb. 6 in
the annual Give Kids A Smile event sponsored
by the South Mississippi Dental Society and
PRCC.

The PRCC students cleaned and polished
each child’s teeth and made sure they know the
proper technique for brushing and flossing. A
dentist then checked the PRCC students’ work
and examined the children’s teeth.

“The main reason we participate is to give
back to the community,” said Dr. Shana Allen,
director of the PRCC program. “It’s also a won-
derful learning experience for our students.”

PRCC and area dentists have partnered on
Give Kids A Smile for 11 years, said Dr. Lana
Clarke of Hattiesburg, coordinator for the dental
society.

PRCC provides the hygienists and the clinic
while the dental society provides supplies and
dentists.

For information on the dental hygiene pro-
gram at PRCC or to make an appointment at the
clinic, call 601-554-5509.

Right, PRCC student Taylor Green of
Waveland cleans the teeth of patient Takell
Lee, 9, of Hattiesburg. Above, PRCC stu-
dent Adam Boargoub took a moment out of
his teeth-cleaning duties to do an interview
with WDAM-TV reporter Charles Herrington.

By EMILY McINTYRE
Special to The Drawl

Pearl River Community College is chock full
of various student clubs and organizations.

At the Forrest County Campus, one such
group, the History and Humanities Club, is
thriving and offers students an excellent oppor-
tunity to participate in campus life. 

I am proud to be serving as the club’s presi-
dent for the 2014-2015 school year.

The History and Humanities Club is a diverse
group of students whose passions not only lie in
history but also English, language, religion, cul-
ture, and music. 

History and Humanities is responsible for
both the Veteran’s Day Program in the fall and
the Black History Month Program in the spring
at the Forrest County Campus. We are also in-
volved in Fall Fest, Spring Fling, and
Constitution Day with Phi Theta Kappa.

Unlike most clubs and organizations at
PRCC, History and Humanities does not have
any academic requirements such as specific
GPA. 

You don’t even have to be enrolled in a histo-
ry course. The yearly fee for History and
Humanities is $10 which includes your mem-
bership, a t-shirt, and transportation paid for

anywhere we go (excluding Spring Break).
I am often asked what you get out of being a

member of History and Humanities Club.
When I joined the club, I only knew a hand-

ful of people on campus. Through the club, I
have met lifelong friends who share interests
with me. 

Other than meeting amazing people, I have
gotten to travel; for example, during the 2014
Spring Break, we traveled to Washington DC.
We also take monthly excursions to local ven-
ues. Without the History and Humanities club, I
would have had no way to take trips like these.

History and Humanities Club meets every
week. We have business meetings every other
week intersected by student and faculty lectures. 

From piercings and tattoos to video games to
architecture, many miscellaneous subjects have
been covered. 

Advisors for the club include Cheri Alder,
Drs. Ryan Ruckel and Terri Ruckel, and Tim
Crowe.

If you attend the Hattiesburg Campus and are
interested in joining the History and Humanities
Club, feel free to email
Emily.mcintyre.24@student.prcc.edu with any
questions.
n Emily McIntyre is a sophomore student

from Hattiesburg.

History and Humanities:
‘The Little Club That Could’

Dr. Amanda Parker of Petal and Shannon
Farmer of Richton were honored Feb. 17 dur-
ing the annual HEADWAE observance in
Jackson.   

HEADWAE - Higher Education
Appreciation Day, Working for Academic
Excellence - was established by the
Legislature to honor academically talented stu-
dent and faculty members.

Parker is chair of the science and health de-
partment at the Forrest County Center where
she teaches microbiology, anatomy and physi-
ology and Zumba.

As is customary, Parker selected the student
for the HEADWAE recognition.

“Shannon was an excellent student in my
course,” Parker said. “I spoke to her other in-
structors and they all held her in very high
standing in the classroom. Shannon is a moth-
er, maintains a full-time job and maintains a
very high GPA. Above all, she was attentive in
class, participated in class, and showed a true
desire to learn.”

Farmer, 38, is a Hattiesburg native and is
taking the prerequisites to apply for PRCC’s
associate degree nursing program.  

Parker, Farmer recognized 

Pictured from left: PRCC student Shannon Farmer, PRCC President William Lewis, Dr.
Amanda Parker and State Sen. Philp Moran of Kiln.

HEADWAE honors

Good luck, Susan Bedwell

Faculty and staff at the Forrest County Center threw Susan Bedwell a retirement party last
month. Bedwell, chair of the practical nursing department, retired after 31 years at PRCC. 

Criminal Justice banquet

Hattiesburg area law en-
forcement officials were on
hand to visit with PRCC stu-
dents at the first annual
Criminal Justice banquet
March 18 at the Forrest
County Center. Above,
Charlie Sims (right), former
Hattiesburg chief of police
and current assistant chief
at Forrest General Hospital,
talks to students. Right,
PRCC student Bradford
Moore (right) of Hattiesburg
visits with Forrest County
Sheriff Billy McGee.  
PRCC Public Relations
photos

Heather Dupree (left) of Hattiesburg sang the National Anthem for the Criminal Justice
banquet. Right, guest speaker for the event was Lamar County Sheriff Danny Rigel.

PRCC Criminal Justice instructor Randy Johnson (center) poses with Lamar County
Sheriff Danny Rigel (left) and Hal Kittrell (right), district attorney for the 15th Judicial
District. Johnson and fellow PRCC instructors Robbie Johnson and Christina Otalvaro
were instrumental in putting on the event. 
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HATTIESBURG - New members of the Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi Theta Kappa inter-
national honor society were inducted Feb. 9 at the Forrest County Center of Pearl River
Community College. They include from left: Seated - Tyler Abney of Purvis, Mailahn
Andrews of Hattiesburg, Cristal Bolanos of Monticello, Devin Boudreaux of Petal, Destiny
Broome of Sumrall, Christina Byrd of Petal, Kadesha Coleman of Canton, Ryleigh Collins
of Slidell, La., Cori Cook of Sumrall, Ashley Creel of Columbia, Darien Croom, Brianna
Dillon, Jodie Dixon, Sjhon Elliott and Barbara Gipson, all of Hattiesburg. Second row -
Taylor Green of Bay St. Louis, Eric Henry of Biloxi, Hannah Hopstein of Hattiesburg, Olivia

Johnson of McLain, Raven Johnson and Hannah Landrum, both of Columbia, Carrvenna
Maddox of Hattiesburg, Tierney Manning of Sumrall, James Massengale of Hattiesburg,
Aaron McKenzie of Columbia, Alexandra Moore of Purvis, Meri Grace Pickering, Karen
Posey, and Josh Shropshire, all of Hattiesburg, Doug Donohue, PTK advisor, and Sandra
Silvain Sossa of Hattiesburg. Third row - Kelvina Smith and Allison Sullivan, both of
Hattiesburg, Shannon Taylor of Purvis, Tammy Taylor of Hattiesburg, Leslie Terrell of
Purvis, Evan Thornton of Collins, Kayla Theodore of Hattiesburg, Kimberly Travis of Petal,
Essence Weary of Columbia, Tierra Wilson of Purvis and Austin Yelverton of Hattiesburg.   

PTK induction at Forrest County Center 

New officers of the Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa international honor society at Pearl River Community
College’s Forrest County Center include from left: Keegan
Hall of Hattiesburg, president; and officers Shamiraca
Williams and Cameron Howard, both of Hattiesburg. PTK ad-
visors are Doug Donohue, and Drs. Ryan and Terri Ruckel.

Honors Faculty lecture series

On Feb. 24, Dr. Ryan Ruckel, chair of social sciences and humanities, Forrest County
Center, presented the lecture: “The Battle of New Orleans: A Bicentennial Perspective.”
Dr. Ruckel serves as regional coordinator for Phi Theta Kappa International Honor
Society. Next up for the Faculty Lecture Series will be Drs. Aaryn Purvis and Robbie
Johnson on Tuesday, April 21. The topic: “Should We Legalize it? The Pros and Cons of
Illegal Drugs and Prostitution.” 

Honors Institute students at the Forrest County Center in-
clude from left: Front row - Shannon Taylor of Hattiesburg,
Keegan Hall of Oak Grove, Chris Davis of Oak Grove,
Thomas Catlett of  Hattiesburg, Victoria Valliant of
Picayune, Tyler Abney of Purvis, Kerrie Pace of Petal,
Candy Clark of Hattiesburg, and Hannah Hopstein of

Hattiesburg. Back Row - Loretta Shields of Seminary,
Evan Thornton of Collins, Michael Byron of Petal, Devan
Bradley of Hattiesburg, John Graves of Hattiesburg,
Brianna Dillon of Hattiesburg, Ishimine Goins of
Hattiesburg, Bradford Moore of Hattiesburg and Phillip
Bedwell of Oak Grove.

FCC Honors Institute students

Left, PRCC students John
Graves (left) of Bassfield and
Mason Stokes of Petal pres-
ened a report on ‘Gravity’ and
how it works. In their March
19 report, they discussed var-
ious calculus and physics top-
ics as they relate to gravity.

On Feb. 19, Mu Alpha
Theta had its first mathemat-
ics presentation for the spring
semester.  Guest speaker was
Lisa Palchak, Learning Lab
Coordinator for the Forrest
County Center. She discussed

interesting facts about the his-
tory of our Numeration
System ranging from the an-
cient Babylonians, Mayans,
and Egyptians to the British
banking system.  

Many of our FCC students
and faculty attended the pres-
entation. 

Mu Alpha Theta is a mathe-
matics honor society that en-
courages students to expand
their mathematics knowledge
and appreciation of mathe-
matics.

Mu Alpha Theta news

Dr. Terri Smith Ruckel re-
ceived the John and Suanne
Roueche Excellence Award at
the League for Innovation in the
Community College Conference.

The Excellence Awards cele-
brate outstanding contributions
and leadership by community
college faculty and staff.
Ruckel was the only recipient
from Mississippi.

“Receiving this award is one
of the most significant achieve-
ments of my career,” she said.

Ruckel is Honors
Coordinator and Honors and
English instructor at the Forrest
County Center. 

She is advisor to the Beta Tau
Gamma chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa and Sigma Delta Kappa
English honor society.

When asked by the League
for Innovations to supply a
statement about her teaching,
Ruckel submitted the follow-
ing: “The underlying philoso-
phy in my teaching comes from
a fundamentally optimistic
view. I see each student as capa-

ble of success.” 
The League for Innovation in

the Community College is an
international, nonprofit associa-
tion dedicated to catalyzing the
community college movement.
More than 800 institutions, in-
cluding PRCC, are members of
the League Alliance. 

Ruckel and other recipients
were recognized in a series of
activities and promotions and
honored during special events
at the conference March 10-12
in Boston. 

John E. and Suanne D.
Roueche, leaders in the com-
munity college field and early
proponents of the idea that
teachers have major responsi-
bility for how well students per-
form in the classroom, have
been partners and friends of the
League for Innovation in the
Community College for more
than 35 years.

Dr. Benny Hornsby, former
social sciences chair at the
Forrest County Center, received
the Excellence Award in 2013. 

Dr. Terri Ruckel
receives Roueche
Excellence Award

Forrest County Center Phi Theta Kappa students brought home several trophies from the 2014 Regional Conference in
Baton Rouge. On hand for the awards picture were from left: Seated - Hannah Hopstein of Dixie, Matt Steen of
Hattiesburg, Tierney Manning of Hattiesburg, Shay Williams of Oak Grove, Keegan Hall of Oak Grove, Stefani Shoja of
Petal and Phillip Bedwell of Oak Grove. Back Row - Ashley Calcote of Ocean Springs, Ryleigh Collins, Ishimine Goins,
Ktryka Smith, Breanna Dillion and Thomas Catlett, all of Hattiesburg; Evan Thornton of Collins, Tyler Abney of Purvis,
Loretta Shields of Seminary, and John Graves of Bassfield, Cameron Howard of Hattiesburg, Mason Stokes of Petal,
and Eric Henry and Candy Clark, both of Hattiesburg.

Lewis, Bryant
earn doctorates
in higher ed

Two employees at the
Forrest County Center
have earned the title of
“Dr.”
Beverly Lewis, director
of student/business
services, successfully
defended her disserta-
tion the week of March
16 to complete her
doctorate in higher ed-
ucation administration.
Melissa Bryant, direc-
tor of the practical
nursing program, de-
fended her dissertation
in February.
Both women earned
their degrees at the
University of Southern
Mississippi.

Forrest County Center Phi Theta Kappa officers include
from left: Front row - Shay Williams, Administrative Liaison,
Oak Grove; Ashley Calcote, Vice President, Ocean
Springs; Stefani Shoja, Recruitment, Petal; Matt Steen,
Historian, Hattiesburg; Keegan Hall, President, Oak Grove.
Back Row - Loretta Shields, Secretary, Seminary; Phillip
Bedwell, Fund Raising Czar, Oak Grove; Cameron
Howard, Recruitment, Hattiesburg.
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Celebrating Black History Month at PRCC

A standing-room crowd of faculty and students (left) were on hand Feb. 19 at the Forrest
County Center in Hattiesburg to hear Clyde Dease Jr.’s message. Dease (right), a former
educator, recently retired as a member of the NASA leadership team at Stennis Space

Center. Dease, a native of Ellisville and a Picayune resident, also serves as president of
the Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation, His wife, Peggy, served as director of the
PRCC nursing program before her retirement. PRCC Public Relations photos

Left, PRCC student Bradford Moore (left) of Hattiesburg is interviewed by WDAM-TV re-
porter Charles Herrington following the Black History Month program at the Forrest
County Center. Center, PRCC students, from left, Shamiraca Williams, Jocelyn Brown

and Bradford Moore, both of Hattiesburg, pose for a picture with Dease. Right, PRCC
sophomore student Ishimine Goins of Hattiesburg reads a poem she wrote called
“Natural Resources.”

“I would love to see fewer school districts in
Mississippi and more consolidation,” Terrell
said. “If there are fewer school districts and
fewer administrators, it would mean more
money going to pay the teachers who desperate-
ly need it.”

Surgical tech students Haley Humphries, 19,
and Sandi Sheffield, 21, said they were glad law-
makers are so supportive of community col-
leges.

“Just listening to legislators speak, it was clear
to me that they care about my future, the cost of
my education,” said Humphries, a Petal High
grad.

“I heard what Rep. Barker said, and I do plan
to remain in Mississippi after I earn my degree.
I may not be in the Pine Belt, but I plan to live
and work here.”

Sheffield, a Picayune resident, said she may
have to work out of state because Slidell,
Louisiana, is close to her home.

“But I still plan to make Mississippi my
home,” she said.

Area legislators visit with PRCC students 

Above, PRCC President William Lewis (left)
visits with Hattiesburg businessman Mike
Davis, a candidate for the new House of
Representative seat (87) that has been es-
tablished for the Mississippi Legislature.
Below, Sen. Polk visits with PRCC instruc-
tor Doug Donahue.

It was sausage biscuits, coffee, fresh fruit and
a side of lawmakers when Pearl River
Community College hosted its annual
Legislative Breakfast at the Forrest County
Center on March 2.

Sen. John Polk, Rep. Toby Barker and Rep.
Larry Byrd were on hand to share some of the
session’s top legislative issues.

“Each year about 3,000 bills are introduced
during a session, with only about 10 percent of
those becoming law,” Byrd, R-Petal, explained
to the group of community members, PRCC
faculty, staff and students.

“In some cases many of these are not new
laws but amendments to existing laws.”

The 90-day session started Jan. 6 and ends
April 5.

Barker, R-Hattiesburg, urged PRCC students
to stay in Mississippi and use their talents and
skills to make the state better once they gradu-
ate.

“Stay here and make it a little better for the
folks who come behind you,” said Barker, who
also mentioned the House has approved a
$106.7 million increase for the Mississippi
Adequate Education Program and funding for
pay raises for university and college faculty.

He noted for the first time in years, the state
also had a structurally-balanced budget.

“That means we’re not using one-time
money to pay for things or credit cards to make
bridge repairs,” he said. “We’ve really made
some responsible fiscal decisions.”

Polk, R-Hattiesburg, who is the chairman of
the Legislature’s universities and colleges com-
mittee, said he was most impressed with what
he has seen taking place at the state’s commu-
nity colleges - especially PRCC with its Allied
Health and career tech programs.

“There are a lot of issues facing the
Legislature,” said Polk, who was a business-
man for more than 40 years.

PRCC sophomore Leslie Terrell, 20, said the
breakfast was enlightening and taught him how
to be more engaged in the legislative process.

“I spoke with Sen. Polk and he told me of
some websites where I can go and follow what
is going on that is relevant to my hometown
and region,” the chemistry major said. 

The Purvis High grad said he also was
pleased to see the House committed to educa-
tion funding, but added he would like to see
other changes as well.

Subjects include funding

for education programs

Above, State Sen. Toby
Barker (right) of
Hattiesburg visits with
PRCC faculty and stu-
dents during the fifth an-
nual Legislative
Breakfast. Left, State
Rep. Larry Byrd of Petal
anwers questions from
some PRCC students.
Below, State Sen. John
Polk of Hattiesburg ad-
dresses the crowd at the
Forrest County Center. 
The 90-day legislative
session started Jan. 6
and ends April 5.

PRCC Public Relations
photos

Miranda Woodruff of Lumberton spent about
300 hours creating the piece that won her first
place in the welding art/sculpture competition at
state Skills USA competition the week of March
2.

“It started out as a tattoo design,” she said. “I
knew I wanted a dream catcher and the magno-
lia flowers.”

She added the deer antlers to keep
the Mississippi and Native American
theme and as a hanger for the dream
catcher.

“Now that I know how to make it,
it would be a lot easier,” she said.

Woodruff is the only woman in
this year’s welding program. She and
her husband, Jonathan Woodruff, are
in the second semester and will finish
their associate’s degrees during the
fall 2015 semester.

She spent a year taking basic and business
courses before deciding she preferred a more
hands-on career.

“My grandfathers on both sides are welders
and the majority of my uncles are welders,” she

said. Using a small welder at home, her husband
showed her what he already knew about the
craft and she was hooked.

“I can pretty much make whatever I want to
make,” she said. “I like being in the shop - the
atmosphere of it. They guys are all like broth-
ers.”

Woodruff will be allowed to dis-
play her winning sculpture at nation-
al competition but has to make a new
piece to enter. She is in the early
stages of creating a detailed turkey.

“I wanted to do something differ-
ent,” she said.

The welding art/sculpture competi-
tion is relatively new and Woodruff is
the first PRCC student to place in it,
instructor Leland Kennedy said.

“She did a great job,” he said.
“She’s one of our top students over-

all.”
Woodruff said she’s had several offers to buy

the piece but it’s not for sale.
“One guy said he’d give me $20,000 but I

don’t know if he meant it,” she said.Miranda Woodruff with her first-place sculpture in the PRCC welding shop.

Woodruff’s welding sculpture
wins first place in Skills USA
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View majors and degree plans:

www.usm.edu/undergraduate

Apply for admission:

www.usm.edu/admissions

Nearly 50 percent of our 
students are transfers, 
so we understand where 
you’re coming from and 
where you want to go. 

Southern Miss is the next step in your journey.

AA/EOE/ADAI

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

         

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

By JESSALYN BISESI
The Drawl Staff Writer

“The beauty of a woman is not in a facial
mode but the true beauty in a woman is reflect-
ed in her soul. It is the caring that she lovingly
gives the passion that she shows. The beauty of
a woman grows with the passing
years.” (Aubrey Hepburn). 

In today’s society, controversy
circles around women and what
they should look like; constantly
changing over time based on what
the public deems “acceptable” for
women to present themselves as.

This unrealistic view of a
woman’s body image is engraved
into the minds of young girls by
flipping through magazine pages or
merely watching television. These
young girls then begin to perceive themselves
as “ugly” or “worthless,” when in reality these
girls are beautiful and unique. 

They are just not told so by society, causing

them to feel unaccepted. We need to change
this view! 

If women of all shapes and sizes began in-
stilling into the minds of the youth that they
ARE worthy for simply being themselves, this
world might have a chance at lowering rates of
things such as anorexia, bulimia, and even sui-

cide. 
We women have the choice to ei-

ther follow the “idealistic” standards
of society or choose to be an advo-
cate preaching to every young girl,
teenage girl, and woman that they
are beautiful no matter their outward
appearance. 

Which choice do you choose? I
choose to proudly proclaim that
every single woman is unique in
their own right, and that in itself is
what beauty is truly about. Be

unique, be yourself, because despite
what society tells you, you ARE beautiful. 
n Jessalyn Bisesi is a sophomore student

from Picayune.

Bisesi

‘You Are Beautiful’:
be unique, be yourself

By Dr. AMY TOWNSEND
Director of the QEP

Your QEP committee has been hard at work
these past few months developing our First
Year Experience (FYE) program. 

In November, we explored the national liter-
ature and successful programs across the coun-
try seeking to identify what practices would be
a good fit for PRCC based on our culture and
institutional data. 

Through this process, four primary compo-
nents were identified to define our program:
ROAR (summer orientation); FYE seminar
course; Early Alert & Intervention system; and
Professional Development. 

Along the way, we have defined what stu-
dent success is for our college and our First
Year Experience. 

PRCC Student Success Mission is:
PRCC’s mission for student success is to fa-

cilitate a mutually engaging and positive learn-
ing environment where students have opportu-
nities to become well-rounded and successful.

First-Year Experience Mission is:
The goal of the QEP is to create a first-year

student experience that enriches the learning
environment wherein students develop self-ef-
ficacy skills, engage with the college culture,
and define and achieve academic goals.

It is exciting to see all the energy surround-
ing our First Year Experience program. 

Voices across the campus are confirming
FYE was indeed the correct topic for our insti-
tution. 

Our institution is fortunate to have such ded-
icated committee members who recognize the
value of developing a solid FYE based on re-
search and best practices all the while adding
their creative touch. 

Much will be shared with our faculty, staff,
students, and community in the upcoming
months. If you see one of your committee rep-
resentatives, give them a pat on the back!
n QEP Committee Members:
Dr. Amy Townsend (chair), Dr. Martha

Smith, Dr. Amanda Parker, Dr. Jana Causey,
Missy Graves, Michelle Wilson-Stokes,
Sharmiraca Williams, Rudy Gatlin, Craig
Carrigee, Maghan James, Tim Dedeaux,
Deana Holifield, Karen Bond, Michele
Mitchell.

Casey Rawls, Ken Royston, Delana Harris,
Christina Sumrall, Robin Nix, Trevor Hunt,
Carol Williams, Greg Underwood, Susan
Anderson, Tim Pulver, Shana Breerwood,
Michaela Andrews.

Jaime Missimer, Kaylea Saucier, Dr.
Jennifer Seal, (ad hoc), Dr. Adam Breerwood
(ad hoc), Raymunda Barnes (ad hoc)

Quality Enhancement Plan Update:
First-Year Experience the major topic

Passport to Success

Calendar of events
n Wednesday, April 1 - Summer and fall regis-

ration begins
n Friday, April 3 - Good Friday holiday.
nMonday, April 6 - Bingo Night, Shivers Gym,

7 p.m.
nThursday and Friday, April 9-10 - Rumors by

Neil Simon, Brownstone Center, 7 p.m.; PRCC
theater production, reserved seating $10; 601 403-
1180
n Saturday, April 11 - Rumors by Neil Simon,

Brownstone Center, 2 p.m.; PRCC theater produc-
tion, reserved seating $10; 601 403-1180
n Monday, April 13 - Movie Night, Shivers

Gym, 7 p.m.
n Thursday, April 16 - Forrest County Center

Spring Fling, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
n PRCC Symphonic Band Concert,

Brownstone Center, 7 p.m.; free admission
nMonday - Thursday, April 20-23; nominations

and elections for 2015-16 SGA executive officers
nMonday, April 20 - 4th Congressional District

High School Art Competition, 9 a.m., Brownstone
Center
n Thursday, April 23 - PRCC Singers Spring

Concert, Brownstone Center, 7 p.m.; free admis-

sion
n Tuesday, April 28 - End of the Year cookout,

4:30-6 p.m.; between library and cafeteria
nPRCC JazzCats, The Voices and RiverRoad

Spring Concert, 7 p.m.; free admission
n Wednesday, April 29 - Awards Day, 3 p.m.,

Brownstone Center
n Thursday, April 30 - Last day for Tuesday-

Thursday classes 
n Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame Gala,

Southern Oaks House and Gardens, Hattiesburg; 6
p.m.
n Monday, May 4 - Last day for Monday-

Wednesday-Friday and Monday-Wednesday classes
n Forrest County Center Awards Day,

Multipurpose Room, 11 a.m.
n Wednesday, May 13 - Associate degree nurs-

ing pinning ceremony, 6 p.m., Brownstone Center
n Thursday, May 14 - Graduation, 10 a.m.,

Marvin White Coliseum, Poplarville
n Monday, May 11 - Friday, May 22 -

Registration for summer classes, all locations
n Monday, May 18 - Night classes begin
n Monday, May 25 - Memorial Day holiday;

night classes DO meet



She was in the PRCC Singers her freshman year.
Andrews plans to transfer to the University of
Southern Mississippi to study social work and psy-
chology.

Bickham, 19, is the daughter of Keith and Lorrie
Bickham of Poplarville. She was elected 2014 home-
coming queen, is a student athletic trainer and a
member of Phi Theta Kappa honor society and
Who’s Who Among Students in American
Universities and Colleges.

A graduate of Poplarville High School, she plans to
study kinesiotherapy at USM before transferring to
the physical therapy program at William Carey
University or the University of South Alabama.

Smith, 20 is the son of Josh and Bonnie Smith of
Pascagoula. A graduate of Pascagoula High School,
he is a business major and an outfielder on the
Wildcat baseball team. He plans to transfer to
Mississippi State University.

Thibodeaux, 18, is the daughter of Paul and
Janice Thibodeaux Sr. of Gulfport. A graduate
of West Harrison High School, she plays on
the Lady Wildcat basketball team and is the
praise and worship leader for Fellowship of
Christian Athletes. She plans to attend Texas
Southern University and hopes to continue
playing ball while pursuing a degree in teach-
ing and coaching.

Cornish is the 19-year-old son of Kyle and
Leigh Cornish of Olive Branch where he
graduated from Olive Branch High School.
He plays on the Wildcat basketball team

which won the 2014-15 state championship
and is FCA president. He hopes to play Division I
basketball which studying actuarial science or busi-
ness administration.

Forrest County Center
Link, 22, is the daughter of Mark Link and Jody

Harvey, both of Hattiesburg. She is a graduate of Oak
Grove High School and a member of the Honors
Institute leadership team. 

A kinesiology major, she plans to transfer to
William Carey University or the University of South
Alabama to study physical therapy.

Cole, 38, is the son of Ursula Cole and Antonio
Cole, both of Hattiesburg. A business administration
major, he is a graduate of Hattiesburg High School
and plans to attend USM.

Garza is the 26-year-old daughter of Raul and
Virginia Garza of Los Fresnos, Texas. She is a grad-
uate of Los Fresnos High School, majoring in nurs-
ing. She plans to earn a bachelor’s degree and be-
come a traveling nurse.

Graves, 33, is the son of Pam and Robert Graves of
Bassfield. 

He is a graduate of Bassfield High School and a
member of Phi Theta Kappa, Sigma Kappa Delta
English honor society, Mu Alpha Theta math honor
society and the Honors Institute. He plans to transfer
to USM to study polymer science.

Hancock Center
Hale, 29, enrolled at PRCC after earning a GED.

He is a member of Phi Theta Kappa and the Student
Activities Program. 

He plans to transfer to USM to study psychology.
He is the son of David Crowley of Escatawpa and
Deborah Hale of Waveland.
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Freshmen, sophomore class favorites elected

POPLARVILLE - Two Marion County students
have been elected Mr. and Miss PRCC by their
peers at Pearl River Community College.

Jerrod Newson of Columbia will be featured in
the PRCC Wildcat yeardisk as Mr. PRCC along
with Michaela Andrews of Foxworth as Miss
PRCC.

Sophomore class favorites on the Poplarville
campus are Larke Bickham of Poplarville and
Adam Smith of Pascagoula. Freshman class fa-
vorites are Asia Thibodeaux of Gulfport and John
Cornish of Olive Branch.

Forrest County Center sophomore favorites are
Lauren Link and Dominique Cole, both of
Hattiesburg. Freshman favorites at the Forrest
County Center are Gabriela Garza of Sumrall and
John Graves of Bassfield.

At the Hancock Center in Waveland, sophomore
favorites are Wendy Scelson of Bay St. Louis and
David Hale of Waveland. Freshman
favorites are Maranda Bennett of
Pearlington and Brandon Ellis of Bay
St. Louis.

Newson, 19, is the son of Bridget
Newsom of Columbia and Lewis
Odom of Prentiss. 

A graduate of East Marion High
School, he is executive vice president
of the PRCC Student Government
Association, a cheerleader and a
member of Wildcat Watch. He plans
to train as a police officer after grad-
uation.

Andrews is the 20-year-old daughter of Jack and
Jackie Andrews of Foxworth. She is a graduate of
West Marion High School, executive president of
SGA and a member of the Spirit of the River march-
ing band. 

Newson, Andrews Mr. and Miss PRCC

Students at Pearl River Community College recently elected class favorites to
be featured in the Wildcat yeardisk. They are, seated from left, sophomore Larke
Bickham of Poplarville, Miss PRCC Michaela Andrews of Foxworth and fresh-
man Asia Thibodeaux of Gulfport; standing, Mr. PRCC Jerrod Newson of
Columbia and freshman John Cornish of Olive Branch. 

Class favorites at Pearl River Community College’s Hancock Center are, from
left, freshmen Maranda Bennett of Pearlington and Brandon Ellis of Bay St.
Louis; sophomores David Hale of Waveland and Wendy Scelson of Bay St.
Louis. PRCC Public Relations photos

TRANSFER ACADEMIC 
SCHOLARSHIPS
This scholarship award is $2,000 per year and may 
be available to transfer students with a minimum 
cumulative grade point average (CGPA) of 3.0.

PHI THETA KAPPA 
SCHOLARSHIPS
This scholarship covers 100% of tuition and 
is available to PTK members with a minimum
grade point average (CGPA) of 3.0.

SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINES 
The fall or summer enrollment term scholarship 
priority deadline is May 1 inal deadline 
is July 1.

CONTACT YOUR RECRUITER SPENCER ASHLEY
662-402-0861  •  sashley@deltastate.edu •  @sashleyDSU

EARLY REGISTRATION DAY

THURSDAY, APRIL 9 • 1:30
Come register for classes, speak to faculty and 

staff and see what Delta State has to offer YOU.

www.deltastate.edu/phithetakappaday

Join us that evening at Parker McCool Stadium for the Band Perry concert! 
We will give away 30 tickets! You may also purchase them as well.
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Class favorites at the Forrest County Center of
Pearl River Community College are, seated
from left, freshman Gabriela Garza of Sumrall
and sophomore Lauren Link of Hattiesburg;
standing, freshman John Graves of Bassfield
and sophomore Dominique Cole of Hattiesburg.

Adam Smith

Scelson, 19, is the daughter of Elma
Ladner and Robert Scelson, both of Bay
St. Louis. 

A graduate of Bay High School, she is
a member of Phi Theta Kappa. She plans
to study computer science at USM and
hopes to work at NASA.

Bennett is the 19-year-old daughter of
Eddie and Stacey Bennett of Pearlington.
She is a graduate of Hancock High and a

member of the Hancock Center Student
Government and Student Activities
Program. She plans to pursue a radiology
degree.

Ellis, 24, is the son of Jessie Ellis of
Bay St. Louis and Mavis Pontiff of St.
Martinville, La. He is a graduate of
Hancock High School and plans to trans-
fer to the University of Mississippi to
major in sports medicine.
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Dr. Ellen Price Elder, assistant piano professor at the University of Southern Mississippi,
plays Hark, Hark! The Lark!, a transcription by Franz Liszt of a Franz Schubert piece, dur-
ing a guest recital Feb. 3 at the Brownstone Center.

Piano recital at PRCC

Above, Ron Jewell brought his
one-man show, Mark Twain at
Large, to the Brownstone
Center for two performances
on Feb. 10. His appearance
was made possible by a grant
to the PRCC Honors Institute
from the Lower Pearl River
Valley Foundation.
Right, Jewell applies hair
makeup to Langston Bunch, a
Forrest County Agricultural
High School student, while
telling students how he pre-
pares for his show, Mark
Twain at Large.
Below, PRCC students
Garrick Crouch of Poplarville,
left, and Sean Labat of
Carriere pretend to be old
men meeting on the street
while Jewell watches their act-
ing. Jewell “volunteered” them
to demonstrate how he uses
body language in his one-man
show.

Mark Twain at Large

March 24: Mississippi Symphony 

                     Orchestra 
Concert at 7:30 p.m. Reserved tickets at $20 
and $15 available at 601 403-1180, Moody 
Hall Room 214 or www.brownpapertickets.com

April 9-11: PRCC Theatre production            

        of “Rumors” by Neil Simon
Performances at 7 p.m. April 9 and 10, 2 p.m. 
April 11; Reserved tickets at $10 available at 
601 403-1180 or www.brownpapertickets.com

April 16: PRCC Symphonic Band
Spring concert at 7 p.m.; no charge

April 17: South Mississippi Band 

Festival

April 23: PRCC Singers
Spring concert at 7 p.m.; no charge

April 28: PRCC JazzCats, 

The Voices, RiverRoad
Spring concert at  7 p.m.; no charge

Boothe

Perry

Two musicians in the PRCC
Spirit of the River marching band
will spend the summer traveling
and performing with drum and
bugle corps.

Robert Perry of Petal will be
with the Blue Stars Drum and
Bugle Corps, based in LaCrosse,
Wisc., and Devin Boothe of
Lucedale will perform with
Southwind Drum and Bugle
Corps out of Mobile, Ala.

Perry auditioned on snare drum
in December but didn’t know for
about a month whether he had
been selected. He will go to a
weekend camp in April to learn
the show before moving to
LaCrosse in May.

“We go across the United States
and perform and compete,” he
said. “We’ll go in August to Lucas
Oil Stadium where the
Indianapolis Colts play football to
compete nationally.”

Boothe, a tuba player, took part
in two auditions for Southwind
and was notified shortly after the
second try-out that he made the
group. 

He goes to Mobile the last
weekend of every month for re-
hearsal with extended camps be-
ginning in June.

“It will be fun and heighten my
ability,” he said.

Both Boothe and Perry hope to
have careers in the music field.

“Not only is drum corps a musi-
cal group, it’s education based,”
Perry said. 

The two groups compete in
Drum Corps International which
stages competitions across the
country throughout the summer,
including on July 22 at the
University of Southern
Mississippi in Hattiesburg. 

The final competition will
begin Aug. 3 in Indianapolis.

Perry, Booth are selected
for drum and bugle corps

The PRCC Theatre Department will present
“Rumors,” a comedy by Neil Simon next
month.

The play revolves around the deputy mayor
of New York who has shot himself. Guests are
arriving for a 10th wedding anniversary party
but his wife can’t be found. His lawyer and his
wife must get the story “straight” before the
other guests arrive.

“As the confusions and miscommunications
mount, the evening spins off into classic farcical
hilarity,” said Christopher Flynn, PRCC drama
instructor and play director.

The cast includes Bethany Berryman and
Ishtar Rosario, both of Carriere; Jacob Burkett

and Annessya Culpepper, both of Columbia;
Jamie Davis of Wiggins, Austin Holder of Petal,
Rene Michaels of Gulfport, Stephen Miller of
Sumrall, Tyler Rushing of Franklin County,
Arnold Spiers of Picayune, Stephanie Malcolm
of Bay St. Louis and Katie Bailey of Eupora. 

Performances will be at 7 p.m. April 9 and 10
and at 2 p.m. April 11 in Smith Auditorium of
the Brownstone Center for the Arts. 

Reserved seating is $10. PRCC faculty and
active-duty military receive a $5 discount with
valid ID.

Tickets can be purchased at www.brownpa-
pertickets.com, in Room 214 of Moody Hall or
by calling 601 403-1180.

Theatre presents: ‘Rumors’

Top, Dr. Kyle Hill conducts the Wind Ensemble at the PRCC Band Clinic Feb. 27. Above, the JazzCats’ trumpet section in-
cludes, from left, Cody Bass and Chris Fletcher, both of Columbia, assistant band director Mike Bass, Donovan Stogner of
Columbia and Howard Tate of Lumberton. Below left, Eusebio Medina of Oak Grove, from front to back, Brandon Hutchison
and Caleb Bean, both of Picayune, play with the Jazz Cats. Below right, Archie Rawls conducts the JazzCats during the clinic.
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Several FCC instructors and
students competed in the
Tough Mudder event on
March 7 in Milton, Fla. It’s a
12-mile obstacle course.
Participants included in-
structors Dr. Amanda
Parker, Chris Christen, and
Nichole Watkins; FCC cam-
pus police officer Adam
Parker, students Alex
Haworth and Kayla Walley
and former PRCC student
Jennifer Williamson.

Tough Mudders

By TERRI CLARK
Adult Education Counselor 

Ah, we survived the winter. Right?
Fingers crossed, yes.

So now, yippee it’s spring.
Even if it’s still a little cold and wet

outside, more pleasant weather is on
the way and there’s no better time to
spring into shape and adopt a new, ac-
tive lifestyle.

Oh, and did I mention, have a little
fun while doing so?

Below are a few tips that are achiev-
able for everyone. It doesn’t matter
where you live, what your age is, or if
you are like most parents during the
spring and spend your nights at a base-
ball field, these tips can help. Just think
how much better you could feel by the
time the heat of summer rolls around. 

So, join me and jump start a health-
ier, happier life. 

1) Find Fitness that is FUN: Not a
fan of the treadmill? Bored with your
current exercise routine? Make a
CHANGE! Charge is good, both phys-
ically and mentally. If your body is ac-
customed to the same exercise, try
adding something different. 

Perhaps incorporate a jog for 30-60
seconds, instead of your same walking
routine. Or test out a new fitness class. 

2) Try a New Hobby: Of course
you could take up tennis, return to
your childhood love of basketball or
dance, but hobbies do not have to in-
volve high intensity physical activities
to produce positive lifestyle changes. 

The mental stimulation of a writing
class, crossword puzzle, or any type
needlework could improve your cog-
nitive ability and usually boost your

overall mood. Mental health is just as
important as our physical. 

3) Walk! Who doesn’t like a good
spring time walk? Going for a walk or
run, in my opinion, is the perfect med-
icine for anything that ails you. 

Being active outside can clear your
head or focus your thoughts all while
burning calories. How great is this?
Encourage a friend, coworker or
spouse to join you. 

4) Investigate Your Food: We only
have one body. Let’s be selective as to
what we put in our bodies. We are for-
tunate our communities have local
farmers’ markets, garden centers, or
pick-your-own fruit farms. 

Challenge yourself to utilize these
valuable resources. Nothing tastes bet-
ter than produce fresh from the garden.
Another suggestion is to try something
new or pick up recipe ideas that will

help you stick to a well-balanced diet. 
This spring say goodbye to the daily

drive thru and hello to south
Mississippi fruit and vegetables. 

5) Clean Out the Clutter: Doesn’t
it feel great to clean out clutter? Set a
day aside and go through your closets,
under your bed, your office and any-
where else you may store things you
no longer need. 

Go through items at your home or
office that you no longer wear, use, or
need. Ditch the attitude of “maybe I
will wear it or use it one day.”
Embrace change! 

Trust me, its freeing. 
Remember, spring is the perfect

time to reevaluate your lifestyle. As
seasons change, so do we! 

Each season brings a clean slate and
new opportunities to embrace a health-
ier lifestyle. Terry Clark in stride

Spring into Shape: And have a little FUN

       into Adult Education.. 
Location New Student Registration* Class Schedule _____
Forrest & Lamar County Tuesday 5:00 pm Monday thru Thursday
PRCC Forrest County Campus Wednesday 1:30 pm 8:00 am 12:00 noon
Highway 49 S (Modular Classrooms by Allied Health Building) Tues. & Thurs. 3:00 7:00 pm

Marion County: Columbia Wednesday 8:30 am Tues. & Thurs. 8:00 am 12pm
Carl Loftin Vo Tech Center Tues. & Thurs. 3:00 7:00 pm
1140 HWY 13 S.

Pearl River County Tuesday 1:00 pm Tues. & Thurs. 8:00 am 12pm
PRCC Poplarville Campus Tues. & Thurs. 3:00 7:00 pm
Jeff Davis Hall (2nd Floor)

Hancock County Tuesday 12:00 noon Mon. & Wed. 9:00 am 1 pm
PRCC Waveland Center Mon. & Wed. 1:30 5:30 pm

Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 11:00am

Jeff Davis County: Prentiss Monday 1:30 pm Mon. & Wed. 3:00 6:00 pm
Senior Citizen Center

*Be prepared to stay 2 hours for New Student Registration*

For more information or to enroll contact:

The Office of Adult Education/GED
at 601 554 5551

Students must be 17 years of age or older and be officially withdrawn from school.

ALUMNI NEWS! 

Our February alumni spotlight is of husband and 
wife, Frank and Janna Ladner, of Poplarville. The 
couple founded a successful business in wood-
working known as Stout Woodworks. Visit their 
website at: http://www.bentwoodrings.com/
index.php to view some of their beautiful rings. 
Frank is also a filmmaker. His first film was 
"Hickory Never Bleeds and was screened at PRCC 
in 2012.The film was later screened at a few    
Mississippi festivals and events, including the 
10th Annual Tupelo Film Festival, where it took 
home 3rd place in the Feature category, right   
behind a half-million dollar budget film.  

Husband and Wife Duo Featured as Alumni Spotlight 

Two Upcoming Alumni Events Need Your Participation! 

Hancock County Alumni Chapter Golf Tournament 

The Annual Hancock County Alumni Scholarship 
Golf Tournament will be on Friday, May 1 at noon 
in Diamondhead at the Diamondhead Country 
Club.  Those interested can contact the PRCC 
Foundation for more information at 601-403-1183. 

 

Forrest Lamar Alumni Chapter 

The Annual Forrest Lamar County Alumni    
Scholarship Golf Tournament will be on Saturday, 
June 6 at 7:30 am at Pine Creek Golf Club in Purvis.  Those interested can  
contact the PRCC Foundation at 601-403-1183 for more information.  

Gift basket from PRCC

A gift basket from Pearl River Community College was presented recently to Hancock
Bank in appreciation of the bank’s support of the college and its students. Bonnie Hodge,
center, accepted the basket from Candace Harper, left, and Shanna Breerwood, who
serve on the STORM (Striving Together: Oneness, Renewal, Mission) committee which
also acts as a campus hospitality committee.

Scheduled to start on April 6, The Basic
Manufacturing Skill Certificate course is an 80-
hour intensive course that gives participants a
good manufacturing foundation.

The course will be run like a job with partici-
pants clocking in and out for each class meeting.

On time attendance was the number one need
expressed by companies surveyed. Other mod-
ules covered included, Employability, First
Aid/CPR, OSHA 10 hour with Arc Flash,
Manufacturing Math, Precision Measurements,
Blue Print Reading, SPC, and Lean

Manufacturing.
Time is also built into the course for an indus-

try visit.
Classes will meet on Tuesday and Thursday

nights for four hours each night and eight hours
on Saturday for five weeks at the Woodall
Center in Hattiesburg.

Anyone interested in attending this course
will need to start at the Hattiesburg WIN Job
enter. Initial cost of the course is $60. This cov-
ers the cost of certifications and class materials.
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Where can an Ole Miss degree take you?

Across the globe.
Haley, a former transfer student from Mississippi, is majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering. Last summer, Haley traveled to Togo, Africa with the group Engineers 
Without Borders after becoming involved during her fi rst year on campus.

“Ole Miss provides so many unique 
opportunities for involvement. My experience 

abroad changed my entire perspective.”

—Haley, Mechanical Engineer

#OleMissMatters

transfer.olemiss.edu

@OleMissRebels
@UM_Admissions
@TransferOleMiss

Connect with your Transfer 
Admissions Counselor on Instagram! 
OleMissJasonM
OleMissLaura
OleMissTyler

Recently, the National Student Clearinghouse
Research Center released its annual state-level
college completion study for community col-
leges, universities, and non-profit institutions.

The report focuses on six-year student suc-
cess outcomes beginning with first-time fresh-
men enrolling in the fall 2008 semester.

The report is unique in that it tracks students
who transfer to another school and graduate,
thus providing a more accurate completion rate. 

The report showed students at Mississippi’s
community colleges completing their
Associate’s Degree at a higher rate compared to
the nation in several categories.

The total completion rate for the six-year co-
hort at Mississippi community colleges was
46.01%, which ranked fifth nationally. 

Total completion for the U.S. was 39.13%.
Additionally, the study showed that students

who enroll full-time graduate at higher level.
In Mississippi, 68.61% of full-time students

graduated, which ranked fourth nationally.
The total completion rate for full-time stu-

dents in the U.S. was 57.00%.
The report also showed that total completion

rates for our community colleges exceeded the
overall U.S. rate among students age 20 or
younger; students over age 20 through age 24;
students over age 24; women; and men. 

“All Mississippi community colleges have
made a strong commitment to help our students
complete their degrees,” said Dr. Eric Clark,
Executive Director of the Mississippi
Community College Board.

“The recent report issued by the National
Clearinghouse shows that students who start
their higher education at one of our state’s com-
munity colleges do better than the national aver-
age when it comes to finishing their degrees.

“According to the study, our 15 community
colleges’ total completion rate is ranked fifth in
the country. This has been done through great
cooperation between our community colleges
and our public universities. When a student
earns an Associate’s Degree or Bachelor’s
Degree, that person benefits and all of
Mississippi benefits as well.”

The full report can be found at this link:
http://nscresearchcenter.org/signaturereport8-
statesupplement/.

Report shows Mississippi
CC students perform well

By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Assistant VP: Hancock Center

The Welding Program at the
Hancock Center has engaged
in community service. 

The program, under the di-
rection of Instructor Raymond
Jarrell, committed to building
the display cases for the
Waveland Ground Zero
Katrina Museum. 

Welding students are using
this project as part of their
class requirements. 

The Hancock Center takes
great pride in contributing to
the local community and look
forward to offering Career-
Technical training to the citi-
zens of Hancock County.

The welding students are ex-
cited to contribute back to the
community. 

Student Seven Jackson said,
“I’m very excited to give back
to my community.”

Most of the students who are
enrolled in the program are na-
tives of Hancock County and
really enjoy working on this
community based project.
n The Hancock Center

Science Department now of-
fers Physical Science I & II.

The lecture and lab element
of the class is taught on cam-
pus. 

In years past, students had to
take science classes either in
Poplarville or at Hancock
High. 

The ability to offer lab sci-
ences on campus allows stu-
dents the ability to satisfy their
lab sciences requirement with-
out having to travel to
Poplarville or take a night class
at the local high school.

Debra Royal, from
Waveland, states that the op-
portunity to satisfy her degree
requirements without having
to travel to Poplarville allows
her to save money on gas and
the convenience factor is great. 

Many students have de-
manded that we next offer
General Biology I & II here at
the Hancock Center. 

The future is looking great
and more academic opportuni-
ties are on the way at the
Hancock Center.

The Hancock Center is lo-
cated on Highway 90 in
Waveland. 

Hancock Center Report
Welding students help Katrina Museum

Instructor Raymond Jarrell and student Tommy Cool of
Bay St. Louis work together to complete the display cases
for the Waveland Ground Zero Katrina Museum.

During a recent recruitment trip to Bay High School, the
Hancock Center Navigators, from left, Eroney Bello, Haley
Poolson, and Debra Royal, assisted during a lunchtime visit. 

From left,  Hancock Center students Debra Royal, Devin
Jackson, and Justin Thorton discuss their results while
completing their Physical Science Lab project.

Summer work schedule
At the March 17, meeting of the PRCC Board of Trustees, the 2015 summer work

schedule was approved. This schedule will consist of a four-day work week with all
offices being open Monday through Thursday from 7:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. with a 45
minute lunch break. 

The 2015 summer work schedule will go into effective Monday, June 1, 2015,
through Friday, July 31, 2015. All campuses will be closed each Friday during this
time.

We will return to our regular five-day schedule on Monday, Aug. 3, 2015, at 8 a.m.
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Ethan Shaw, a student at the Hancock County Vo-Tech
Center, checks the specifications before building a plenum
in the Skills USA sheet metal competition Feb. 19 at Pearl
River. Shaw won a gold medal for first place

Jamie Bullock, a student at Lamar County Center for
Technical Education, works on his Skills USA residential
wiring competition project. Bullock won first place and ad-
vances to state competition. PRCC Public Relations photos

Thomas Beall spreads mortar while his helper, Ethan Smith,
brings him more during Skills USA masonry competition.
They are students at Lamar County Center for Technical
Education and won first to advance to state competition.

PRCC hosts high school Skills USA competition
Hundreds of South Mississippi

high school students traveled to Pearl
River Community College Feb. 19,
for Skills USA regional competition.

The winners advance to state com-
petition next month in Jackson.

Competition categories, the win-
ners and the schools they attend are
as follows:

Architectural drafting - Tyler
Hoomes, Harrison County Vo-Tech,
first; Savannah Wilson, Hancock
County Vo-Tech, second; James Terry,
Forrest County Agricultural High
School, third. 

Automotive service technology -
Bobby Gordon, Gulfport High
Technology Center, first; Koby Heise,
Jackson County Technology Center,
second; Dexter Palmer, Harrison
County Vo-Tech Center, third.

Cabinet Making - Keldon Pope,
George County High School, first;
Christopher Finley, North Forrest High
School, second; David Freshour, Ocean
Spring CTE, third.

Carpentry - Tyler Jemison, George
County High School, first; Kyle Barlow,
Hancock County Vo-Tech Center, sec-
ond; Ian Knight, Lamar County
Technical Center, third.

Extemporaneous speaking - Scotie
Byrd, Applied Technology Center in
Pascagoula, first; Jacob Smith, Forrest
County AHS, second.

Job Demo A - Kolton Hyatt, George
County High School, first; Billy Davis,
Jackson County Technology Center,
second; Karey Nelson, Applied
Technology Center in Pascagoula, third.

Job Demo Open - Sloan Kindsvater,
Ocean Springs CTE, first; Derick

Cowart, Harrison County Vo-Tech, sec-
ond; Sylus Ellis, North Forrest High
School, third.

Job interview - Maegan Lee, Pearl
River Central High School, first; Briana
Henderson, Jackson County
Technology Center, second; James
Hunter Waite, Jackson County
Technology Center, third.

Masonry - Thomas Beall and helper
Ethan Smith, Lamar County CTE, first;
Dakota Watts and helper Jimmy Busha,
North Forrest High School, second;
Christopher March and helper Bishop
Cole, Jackson County Technology
Center, third.

Prepared speech - Cameron
Woodward, Greene County Vo-Tech
Center, first.

Quiz bowl - Lilly Cruthirds, Tory
LaRiviere, Taylor Cabrera, Erin

Schlicht and Jiag Ziyi, Biloxi High
School CTC, first; Hannah Strikland,
Hailee Buras, Savanna Deakles, Harley
Morales and Ashlyn Matute, Pearl River
Central High School, second; Chasity
Barber, Bradford Dailey, Nathan
Davidson, Hana Rouse and Cole
Stewart, Harrison County Vo-Tech,
third.

Related technical math - Annie
Nguyen, Jackson County Technology
Center, first; Trey Daughdrill, Forrest
County AHS, second; Ethan Staten,
Jackson County Technology Center,
third.

Residential wiring - Jamie Bullock,
Lamar County CTE, first; Charles
Brewer, Carl Loftin Career Center in
Columbia, second; Richard Collins,
North Forrest High School, third.

Sheet metal - Ethan Shaw, Hancock

County Vo-Tech Center, first; Brandon
Smith, Carl Loftin Career Center in
Columbia, second.

Technical drafting - Tyler Ruiz,
Harrison County Vo-Tech, first;
Jonathan Johnson, Forrest County AHS,
second; Corey McIntyre, Hancock
County Vo-Tech Center, third.

Welding - Preston Simpson, George
County High School, first; Aaron
Arnett, Greene County Vo-Tech, sec-
ond; Frank Venezia, Hancock County
Vo-Tech Center, third.

Welding fabrication - Tristan
Blankinchip, Ty Dearman and Devin
Overstreet, Greene County Vo-Tech,
first; Shawn Baxter, Juan Davis and
Marcus Hoven, George County High
School, second; Jacob Cuevas, Michael
Leblanc and John Young, Hancock
County Vo-Tech Center, third.

Members of the 2015 Pearl River Community College Board of Trustees include from
left: Seated - Board attorney late Martin Smith, PRCC President William Lewis, Tony
Waits of Prentiss, Teresa Stafford of Carriere, Frank Ladner of Bay St. Louis, Herbert
Ray Nobles of Petal, M.L. (Sonny) Knight (secretary), Al Brooks of Columbia, Dale Purvis
of Hattiesburg (chairman), and Dr. Gale Harris of Poplarville. Standing - Will Russell of
Prentiss, Jefferson Davis County superintendent of education; Don Welsh of Carriere,

Brian Freeman of Hattiesburg (vice chairman), Forrest County superintendent of educa-
tion; Alan Lumpkin of Carriere, Pearl River County superintendent of education; Alan
Dedeaux of  Kiln, Hancock County superintendent of education; P. W. Polk of Picayune
and Craig Robbins of Foxworth, Marion County superintendent of education. Inset - Tess
Smith, Lamar County superintendent of education.
PRCC Public Relations photo 

Young scientists compete 
POPLARVILLE - With shattering bridges

and soaring gliders, middle and high school stu-
dents competed Saturday, Feb. 21, at Pearl
River Community College to advance to the
Science Olympiad state competition.

About 300 students from schools throughout
South Mississippi competed in a variety of disci-
plines, including earth and space science, physi-
cal science and chemistry, technology and engi-
neering and inquiry and the nature of science.

Team winners in the high school division of
the Mississippi Gulf South Regional Science
Olympiad were Oak Grove High School, first;
West Jones High School, second; and Pearl
River Central High School, third. Middle school

winners were St. Patrick Catholic High School
in Biloxi, first; North Woolmarket Middle
School, second; and Pearl River Central Middle
School, third. They will compete at the state
level on March 27 at the University of Southern
Mississippi. 

Also advancing to high school state competi-
tion are teams from d’Iberville High School, St.
Patrick Catholic High School and West
Harrison High School. Moving on to middle
school state competition are teams from Petal
Middle School, Seminary Middle School, Petal
Upper Elementary and Stone Middle School.

Nine middle school teams and 11 high school
teams took part.

Upper left, Hunter Davis, left, steadies a bucket suspended
from a wooden bridge while teammate Tyler Hartman
pours sand into the bucket to test the strength of the
bridge. The Pearl River Central sophomores competed in
the 2015 Mississippi Gulf South Regional Science
Olympiad. Their bridge did not break when it was holding
all the available sand with a weight of 15.3 kilograms. The
PRC team placed third in the high school division and ad-
vances to state competition. Upper right, Petal Middle
School seventh graders Joshua Cary, left, and Koby
Graham watch as their vehicle navigates around an obsta-
cle. Their team advances to state competition. Lower left,
Windfield Swetman, a middle school student at St. Patrick
Catholic High in Biloxi, gets set to release an elastic-
launched glider. Looking on is teammate Amelle Millin.

DECA team makes
fine showing in state

Collegiate DECA members from Pearl River
Community College recently traveled to their
State Career Development Conference on Feb.
25-27 in Natchez.

The conference was hosted by Copiah
Lincoln Community College’s Collegiate
DECA Chapter. 

The PRCC members traveled to the confer-
ence in hopes of qualifying for the organiza-
tionís national conference.

“PRCC’s DECA Chapter has a long history of
successfully receiving high marks in their com-
petitive events and this year was no exception to
that tradition,” said Delana Harris, PRCC in-

structor and DECA advisor.
“All of the competitors from Pearl River re-

ceived medals for their events and four students
will represent the college at the national confer-
ence in Orlando, Fla. in April.”

As the national conference quickly approach-
es, the qualifying students from Pearl River will
be making travel plans and are busy analyzing
case-study problems. The students are looking
forward to competing against other members
from colleges and universities across the globe.  

If any student is interested in joining
Collegiate DECA, email or call Delana Harris at
(601) 403-1118 or at dharris@prcc.edu.

Pictured are the PRCC students who competed at the State Career Development
Conference in Natchez. They include from left: Front row - Corey Willis of Picayune, first
in Sports and Entertainment Marketing; Mallory Morgan of Oak Grove, second in
Marketing and Management; Jessica Theriot of Poplarville, first in Business Ethics; Dustin
Bridgers of Poplarville, first in Business Ethics. Second row - Dion Williams of Lumberton,
fourth in Human Resource Management; and Joshua Carlan of Picayune, first in Sports
and Entertainment Marketing.
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Congratulations to Dr. Ross Setze, Instructor of Physics and Mathematics. His name was
randomly selected by the computer to receive the monthly River Rewards prize for
January, a four-piece set of American Tourister luggage, presented to him by Dr. William
Lewis on behalf of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation includes Dr. Jana
Causey (left), Assistant Vice President for Forrest County Operations and Tara Rouse
(right), Chair of the Health, Physical Education, and Recreation Department; both are
River Rewards Committee members.

River Rewards program Career Fair at PRCC

SGA president Michaela Andrews of Foxworth gets a flyer about the PRCC anonymous
police tip line for Shane O’Malley, right and Albert Linzell, both of Picayune, during a
Violence Against Women event Feb. 18 in Crosby Hall. With Andrews is Hunter Williams
of McNeill, freshman class vice president. Students can access the tip line through
www.prcc.edu, current students, campus police, anonymous tip tabs.

Violence Against Women eventPRCC Math contest winners

Winners of the regional Junior High Mathematics Competition held Feb. 23 at Pearl
River Community College are, from left, Thomas Sanchez, seventh grade second place;
Ethan Yank eighth grade first place; Breanna Masterson, seventh grade first place, all
from Petal Middle School; and Timothy Lewis, eighth grade second place, Presbyterian
Christian School in Hattiesburg. They will advance to state competition April 11 at Hinds
Community College.   PRCC Public Relations photo

Avon representative Renee Bailey talks with Pearl River Community College student
Courtney Boykin Smith of Collins during the annual Career Fair on March 4.

Piccola Johnson, left,
and Barbara Reese
of DAK Americas
LLC in Bay St. Louis
talk to Pearl River
Community College
student Nick Davila
of Picayune during
the annual Career
Fair.

PRCC Public
Relations photo

Robert Collins of Carriere talks to Navy recruiter Tim Hooten during the Career Fair at
Pearl River Community College.

Glenda Lundy, human resources manager for Textron Systems Marine and Land, talks to
Pearl River Community College students about the jobs available at the company’s Slidell
and New Orleans locations. They are, from left, Jake Cameron of Lumberton, Blake
Taylor of Carriere and Austin Johnston of Picayune.

Human resources
manager Jo Ellen
Robinson talks to
students Shaun
Statham of Purvis
and Ty Anderson of
Carriere about ca-
reers at Western
Container in
Hattiesburg.

PRCC Public
Relations photos

Career-Technical Education
Conference at PRCC

Hattiesburg High School junior Amarius Jenkins watches cosmetology student Caitlyn
Nichols of Purvis work on a mannequin during the Career-Technical Education
Conference Feb. 26.

High school students watch as Pearl River Community College electricity technology in-
structors Buddy Elbers and Tony Oldmixon demonstrate that liquid conducts electricity.
They were attending the PRCC Career-Technical Education Conference.

Pearl River Community College masonry instructor Porter Soley, right, talks to high
school students attending the Career-Technical Education Conference at PRCC.
PRCC Public Relations photos
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Pearl River Community College head foot-
ball coach William Jones signed 27 high school
prospects for the Wildcats 2015 season  on
National Signing Day in February.

The signees (listed alphabetically) included:
JAMAL BAILEY (Pearl): Offensive lineman,

Pearl High School, 6-foot-3, 300 pounds
CAMERON BOLTON (Jackson): Athlete,

Provine High School (Jackson), 6-foot-1, 180
pounds

KELTON BROWN (Tylertown): Offensive
lineman, Tylertown High School, 6-foot-4, 330
pounds

KEITH DELAUNE (Poplarville): Offensive
lineman, Poplarville High School, 6-foot-6, 300
pounds

CORNELIUS DORTCH (Lucedale):
Defensive back, George County High School,
6-foot-1, 180 pounds

ANTHONY FREEMAN (Vancleave): Long
snapper, St. Martin High School, 6-foot-2, 190
pounds

KEITH GASTON (Picayune): Defensive
lineman, Picayune Memorial High School, 6-
foot-3, 270 pounds

JORONNIE HINTON (Hattiesburg): Wide
receiver, Hattiesburg High School, 5-foot-10,
170 pounds

RANDY HOGAN, JR. (Pascagoula):
Linebacker, Pascagoula High School, 6-foot,
225 pounds

WILL INLOW (Pascagoula): Tight end,
Pascagoula High School, 6-foot-2, 225 pounds

TYLER JACK (Lucedale): Defensive back,
George County High School, 5-foot-9, 170
pounds

COREY JONES (Jackson): Linebacker,
Provine High School (Jackson), 6-foot, 230
pounds

ERIC LADNER (Gulfport): Placekicker,

Gulfport High School, 6-foot-4, 180 pounds
DARIOUS LEGGETT (Brooklyn): Wide re-

ceiver, Forrest County Agricultural High
School, 6-foot-1, 180 pounds

KASHOUN LUCIOUS (Jackson): Defensive
end, Jackson Academy, 6-foot-1, 235 pounds

NEICILL MCNAIR (Biloxi): Wide receiver-
kick returner, St. Martin High School, 5-foot-9,
165 pounds

TAZEDRICK MEEKS (Jackson): Offensive
lineman, Callaway High School (Jackson), 6-
foot-4, 275 pounds

TE’KODEE PETERS (Tylertown):
Defensive back, Tylertown High School, 6-foot-
3, 200 pounds

MARLON RICHARDSON (Hattiesburg):
Linebacker, Hattiesburg High School, 6-foot,
200 pounds

KEYSHAUN SIMMONS (Ridgeland):
Defensive end-linebacker, Ridgeland High
School, 6-foot-3, 235 pounds

DEQUAN STANLEY (Quitman): Athlete,
Quitman High School, 6-foot-2, 195 pounds

WILLIE TERRELL (Byram): Offensive line-
man, Terry High School, 6-foot-6, 300 pounds

TYQUARRIUS THOMAS (Pascagoula):
Offensive lineman, Pascagoula High School, 6-
foot-3, 310 pounds

MICHAEL VESSEL (Lorman): Defensive
back, Port Gibson High School, 6-foot-2, 185
pounds

TAEDERIN WARNSLEY (Utica): Defensive
back, Saint Aloysius High School, 5-foot-11,
185 pounds

MICHAEL WHITE (Roxie): Defensive back,
Franklin County High School, 5-foot-9, 180
pounds

TERCK WHITEHEAD (Carriere): Wide re-
ceiver, Pearl River Central High School, 6-foot-
1, 180 pounds.

River signs 27 prospects
on National Signing Day

2015 PRCC Baseball team

Members of the 2015 Pearl River Community College baseball team include from left:
front row - Brody Bray of Taylorsville, Tamaz Conerly of Columbia, Jalen Haskin of
Hattiesburg, Kyle Dolan, student assistant coach; assistant coach Kyle Lindsey, head
coach Joff Hoffpauir, assistant coach Ricky Smith, Ryan Wesson of Ridgeland, Allen
Cowart of Pascagoula, Christian Smith of Carriere and Seth Farmer of Loyd Star.
Second row - Madison Morales of Grand Lake, Louisiana, Lucas Scott of George County,
Carlos Lott of Pascagoula, Tracy Hadley of Pascagoula, Adam Smith of Pascagoula,
Brandon Herrera of Holy Cross, La., Gage Teer of Brandon, Garren Berry of Petal, Kreg

Garner of Northwest Rankin, Derrick Mount of Harrison Central, Justin Demary of Iowa
La., and director of baseball operations Keith Stanley of Forrest County AHS. Back row -
Brock Roberts of Bogue Chitto, Chandler Ray of Poplarville, Jordan Hayes of Taylorsville,
Brandon Brown of Eagle, Idaho; Jordan Mullis of Baldwin, Fla., Jacob Taylor of Picayune,
John Carter Sanner of Oak Grove, Blake Pugh of Wayne Academy, Carter Hankins of
Forrest Count AHS, Trey Grice of Forrest County AHS, Reagan Wease of Harrison
Central and Zach Boone of Columbia. 
Photo by Mitch Deaver.

The Las Vegas Outlaws have executed a
blockbuster training camp trade that will send
All-Arena wide receiver Donovan “Captain”
Morgan back to Los Angeles in exchange for
the AFL’s all-time leading rusher, Derrick
Ross, and rookie wide receiver Lacoltan
Bester.

Morgan, who joined the Outlaws in free
agency last October, earned Second Team All-
Arena honors after setting LA KISS franchise
records with 141 receptions for 1,878 yards
and 37 touchdowns in 18 games with the team
last season. The six-year AFL veteran has
hauled in 662 passes for 9,196 yards and 205
touchdowns for his career, earning All-Arena
recognition four times. 

Morgan garnered Junior College All-
American honors in 2002 after recording 45
receptions for 987 yards and seven touch-
downs at Pearl River Community College. He

began his college career at Louisiana-
Lafayette in 2001.

Humphreys a head coach
Mike Humphreys, former Pearl River assis-

tant football coach from 1988 through 2000,
has been named the new head coach at
Logansville High School in Logansville, Ga.

Humphreys, who was a Logansville assistant
coach prior to the announcement, served as the
Wildcats’ defensive backs coach the 1988 and
1989 seasons before being elevated to defen-
sive coordinator (and DB coach) for the next
eight years. He served as offensive line coach
his final two years at PRCC.

He worked under three different head coach-
es while at The River, including Mike Nelson
(1988-1989), Willie Coats (1990-1994), and
the late Keith Daniels (1995-2000).

Humphreys and his family left for Georgia
in 2001 and have resided there ever since.

Briefs:  Morgan with Las Vegas

Wildcats sweep doubleheader from Northeast

Christian Smith, a freshman from Pearl River Central, watches the action while taking a
lead off second base in South Division baseball action this season. Photo by Mitch Deaver.

PRCC now 9-15 overall, 3-5 in league
Pearl River snapped a six-game losing streak

here Friday in Wildcat Stadium with an 8-5, 6-3
MACJC baseball doubleheader sweep over
Northeast Mississippi.

Outfielder Jalen Haskin of Oak Grove belted a
pair of two-run homers in both wins, while
Southeastern Louisiana signee Derrick Mount of
Harrison Central and Gage Teer of Brandon
smashed solo homers in the opening game.

The Wildcats, who cracked 10 hits in each of
the battles, improved to 9-15 overall and 3-5 in
league play. The Tigers dropped to 8-10 and 3-5.

In the opener, the game was scoreless until the
top of the second when LSU-signee Jacob
Taylor, PRCC’s starter from Picayune, walked
lead off Josh Peterson before scoring off back-
to-back singles by Eric Patterson and Scott Pala. 

Pearl River tied it up in the bottom of the third
when Christian Smith of Poplarville drew a one-
out walk, stole second and scored off a single by
Kreg Garner of Northwest Rankin.

The 1-1 stalemate stayed intact until the sixth.
In the top of the inning, Trent Turner singled to
left field, setting the stage for Jack Hurdle’s two-
run homer over the left field wall before Taylor
retired three straight.

The Wildcats tied it up in the bottom of the
frame when Mount led off with a home run and
Haskin followed two outs later with a solo
homer - both over the left field wall. 

Zachary Boone of Columbia relieved Taylor
to start the seventh and gave up a lead off single
to Cummings before walking Williams. The
Tiger duo advanced to second and third off a
passed ball before both scored off back-to-back
sacrifice flies to center field by Jordan
Montgomery Ben Foster. Trent Turner’s ensuing
base hit and Hurdleís base on balls prompted
Boone’s mount exit for Carlo Lott of Pascagoula
High, who retired Josh Peterson for the final out
with Northeast up 5-3.

The River got a run back in the bottom off the
frame when Seth Farmer of Loyd Star  and
Smith led off with singles to right and Taylor
Bobo arrived in relief of Allen, who immediate-
ly gave up an RBI single to Mount.

The Wildcats pelted the Tigers with the
game’s final four runs in the bottom of the

eighth. After walking lead off Southern Miss
signee Tracy Hadley, Jr. of Pascagoula,
Townsend Myers relieved Bobo and gave up a
two-run homer by Teer. 

PRCC loaded the bases with two hit batters -
Hankins and Farmer - and a single by Bray, set-
ting the stage for Mount’s two-run single an out
later. Trace Lee faced Garner for the final out.

Lott (1-0) got the win after relieving in the
seventh, pitching two-and-a-thirds innings and
recording a strikeout. Starter Taylor went six
frames, giving up five hits, striking out two, and
walking three. Boone pitched the first two out of
the seventh, giving up two hits and walking one.

Mount paced Pearl River’s 10-hit attack with
a home run and two singles (four RBIs), while
Haskin (two RBIs) and Teer (two RBIs) both
homered. Bray, Farmer, Garner (one RBI),
Hankins, and Smith all had base hits.

In the nightcap, Northeast went up 1-0 in the
second off a solo homer by Hurdle, while The
River answered with two in the bottom of the
frame. Hankins and Bray led off with singles,
before Mount walked two outs later to load the
bases. Garner responded with a two-run single
before Hadley was retired to end the inning.

The Wildcats tied it up in the bottom of the in-
ning when Haskin drew a lead off walk, Teer
reached on a fielder’s choice, and Hankins was
beaned by a pitch. Brayís ensuing base hit scored
Teer to knot things at 3-3.

PRCC scored the game’s final three runs in the
fourth when Hadley cracked a one-out single
and Haskin followed with a two-run homer over
the left field wall. Teer then singled to left and
scored an out later off a Bray base hit before
Farmer grounded out to end the inning.

River starter Mount (1-0) got the win in his
five innings of work, giving up four hits, striking
out three, and walking three, while Trey Grice of
Forrest County AHS pitched the final two
frames in relief, giving up two hits, striking out
two, and walking one.

Bray (two RBIs) accounted for three of the
Wildcats’ 10 hits - all singles - while Garner (two
RBIs) and Hankins had two singles each. Haskin
homered (two RBIs) and Mount and Teer both
had base hits.

Above, catcher Carter Hankins of Forrest
County AHS reaches for a pitch. Left, PRCC
starter Jacob Taylor of Picayune delivers a
pitch in the Wildcats’ 8-5 victory over Northeast
Mississippi. PRCC reliever Carlos Lott of
Pascagoula delivers a pitch in the Wildcats’
win over Northeast. Photos by Mitch Deaver.
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Five future PRCC soccer players participated in the High
School All-Star game recently in Clinton. They include from
left: Anthony Hertzke of George County, Parker Rose of Bay
High, Evan Lundgren of St. Stanislaus, Christian
Longnecker of Gulfport and Ben Troutman of Ocean
Springs. Troutman was selected the game’s defensive MVP.

Soccer news

New soccer signees include,
top left, Kyle Estess of West
Jones; top right, Tyler
Polderman of Picayune and;
bottom left, Noah Pearson of
Poplarville. Estess had 22
goals this season and 4 as-
sists. Polderman had 10
goals and 7 assists.
Pearson led the state in goals
scored with 37 and is the all-
time leading goal scorer at
Poplarville with 73 career
goals.

2015 PRCC Softball team

Members of the 2015 Pearl River Community College softball team include from left: First
row - Jazmin Thomas of Monticello, Branda Northrop of Poplarville, Danielle Barton of
Saucier, Shannon Buehler of Bay St. Louis, Breanna Herndon of Poplarville, Hannah
Holloway of Petal, Rachel Hickman of Poplarville, Hannah Herndon of Poplarville, Brooke
Roberts of Gonzales, La., Rokelle Boose of Gulfport, Shay Rosser of d’Iberville and Mary
Grace Key of Union. Back row - Managers Beth Brown of Pass Christian, Charlcey

Bradley of Leakesville, Branden Steiner of Kiln, Courtez Tyler of Gulfport, Logan
Perniciaro of Kiln, Whitney Smith of Saucier, Katie Davis of d’Iberville, Alyssa Croncich of
d’Iberville, Skylar Cook of Prairieville, La., Moesha Phillips of Oxford, Briana Leonard of
Marrero, La., strength coach Evan Steil, assistant coaches Kirsten Perry and Kim
Boutwell, and head coach Leigh White. 
Photo by Mitch Deaver.
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Pearl River Community College women’s bas-
ketball coach Toby Bush will not return for the
2015-2016 school year.

In seven seasons as head coach of the Lady
Wildcats, Bush compiled a record of 70-90, in-
cluding this year’s team record of 8-12. 

“Coach Bush is a fine man and we certainly
wish him well in his future endeavors,” said
PRCC President, Dr. William Lewis, as he ex-
pressed appreciation for Coach Bush’s efforts the
past seven seasons.

Dr. Lewis also said that the search for a succes-
sor would begin immediately.

Search begins for new
women’s basketball coach

Hannah Holloway, a sophomore from Petal, eyes one of
her hits in game action this season.

Mary Grace Key, a freshman from Union, displays her
pleasure with action in a game this season.

Poplarville sophomore pitcher Rachel Hickman fires one to
the plate in agame this spring.

Lady Wildcas off to a 15-10 start this season

Team Division Overall

Team W - L WIN % W - L WIN %

Jones 12 - 0 100.0 22 - 0 100.0

MS Gulf Coast 9 - 3 75.0 24 - 6 80.0

East Central 7 - 3 70.0 21 - 5 80.8

Pearl River 5 - 5 50.0 15 - 10 60.0

Meridian 3 - 7 30.0 6 - 16 27.3

Co-Lin 3 - 7 30.0 9 - 9 50.0

Southwest 2 - 8 20.0 12 - 12 50.0

Hinds 2 - 10 16.7 8 - 14 36.4

South Division Standings

Softball standings

Baseball standings
g

Team Conference Overall

Team W - L WIN % W - L WIN %

East MS 8 - 0 100.0 14 - 6 70.0

Hinds 5 - 1 83.3 18 - 1 94.7

East Central 5 - 1 83.3 12 - 6 66.7

Northwest 6 - 2 75.0 12 - 6 66.7

MS Delta 3 - 1 75.0 9 - 12 42.9

Meridian 4 - 3 57.1 14 - 8 63.6

MS Gulf Coast 3 - 3 50.0 8 - 8 50.0

Northeast 3 - 5 37.5 7 - 10 41.2

Pearl River 3 - 5 37.5 9 - 15 37.5

Jones 3 - 5 37.5 16 - 8 66.7

Southwest 2 - 4 33.3 8 - 10 44.4

Holmes 1 - 3 25.0 10 - 8 55.6

Coahoma 1 - 5 16.7 1 - 15 6.3

Co-Lin 1 - 5 16.7 8 - 12 40.0

Itawamba 1 - 6 14.3 7 - 8 46.7

Pearl River’s Lady Wildcats split with Meridian
CC in MACJC South Division softball action, falling
8-4 in the first game before rebounding with an 8-5
victory in the nightcap game.

PRCC went up 1-0 in the top of the first when lead
off batter Breanna Herndon of Poplarville High
reached on an error, moved to second on another
error, and scored off a sacrifice by Branda Northrop
of Poplarville before padding its lead to 2-zip in the
top of the fourth when Katie Davis of D’Iberville
High smashed a one-out solo homer out of left center. 

Pearl River scored a solo run in the fifth when
Hannah Holloway of Petal reached on an error and
scored an out later off a single by Rachel Hickman of
Poplarville to make it 7-3

Northrop and Barton paced PRCC’s 10-hit attack
with two singles each, while Davis homered (one
RBI) and Herndon, Hickman (one RBI), Holloway,
Rosser, and Thomas all had base hits.

The Lady Wildcats avenged the loss in the nightcap
game, going up 3-0 in the top of the first. Herndon led
off with a walk, Northrop was belted by a pitch, and
Brooke Roberts of St. Amant (La.) High walked an
out later to load the bases. Barton was then hit by a
pitch, Davis walked, and Briana Leonard of John
Curtis Christian (La.) High walked.

PRCC added two more runs in the sixth when
Mary Grace Key led off with a double to center field
and moved to second and eventually scoring off wild
pitches. Northrop reached on an error and scored on
three wild pitches.

Starter Barton (3-1) got the win in her six innings
of action, giving up six hits, striking out seven, and
walking six, while Cook closed it out in the seventh,
striking out two.

Leonard (three RBIs) and Roberts paced The
Riverís seven-hit effort with two doubles each, while
Key doubled and Barton (one RBI) and Northrop
(one RBI) both had base hits.
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Coming Spring 2015

His life story embodied the spirit of his native land in Pearl River County, MS.
He became a legend as the most successful junior college coach of his era. 

 He left a legacy of transforming ordinary boys into men 
 who became winners on the field and in life. 

 

Find out more. 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

View unpublished photos of Coach Holden. 
Read excerpts from the book. 

 Share your own stories about Coach Holden, PRCC, or the Pearl River area at: 
www.spiritofthepearl.wordpress.com. 

 

The long-awaited story of legendary football coach, 
 T. D. “Dobie” Holden, has now become a book. 

Veteran Pearl River head coach Richard Mathis hoists the men’s MACJC state champi-
onship trophy following the Wildcats’ 65-54 victory over Holmes. The title marked Mathis’
seventh in his 23 seasons at PRCC and his ninth in his career.

Pearl River Community College freshman John Cornish was all smiles and hugs after the
Wildcats’ won another MACJC state title. While his smile is directed at coach Richard
Mathis, he receives a congratulatory hug from teammate Jeffrey Spence of Richland.

Wildcats bring home another state crown 

The 24th-ranked Pearl River Wildcats
claimed their seventh MACJC basketball cham-
pionship in the 23-year reign of head coach
Richard Mathis Feb. 26, defeating the Holmes
Bulldogs 65-54 on the Co-Lin campus.

The title marked the ninth in JuCo coaching
for Mathis, as the veteran mentor also won a
men’s championship at Northeast Mississippi in
1982 and a women’s title at his alma mater East
Mississippi in 1978.

The first half ended in a 27-27 stalemate. 
Malik Clements of Madison West (Wis.) High

hit back-to-back treys to put the Wildcats up for
good at 37-34.

Clements’ baskets kicked off a dominating
31-20 River scoring run the rest of the way to
ice the 11-point championship victory.

Darral Willis of Madison Memorial (Wis.)
High paced the Wildcats with a game-high 27
points (six rebounds), Clements 16 (two treys),
John Cornish of Olive Branch (two treys) and
Ross (six assists), six each, Teddy Scott of
Provine High four, and Cortez Mitchell of
Callaway High and Jeffery Spence of Richland
High, two each.

Pearl River shot 22 of 45 (48.9 percent) from
the field to Holmes’ 13-of-41 (31.7 percent) ef-
fort, while the Wildcats were four of 16 (25 per-
cent) from three-point range to the Bulldogs’
three-of-17 (17.6 percent) showing. At the foul
line, PRCC was 17 of 24 (70.8 percent).

The River led on the boards with 30 rebounds

(eight offensive, 22 defensive) to Holmes’ 25
(seven offensive, 18 defensive), while the
Wildcats committed 13 turnovers to the
Bulldogs’ 14.

In the women’s title game, 18th-ranked Co-
Lin kept their unblemished record intact at 26-0
by pounding Meridian 78-60 to claim their eight
state championship.

Region 23 finals
The Holmes Bulldogs claimed the 2015

Region 23 men’s title with a thrilling 92-87
overtime win over Pearl River March 7 in the
championship round of the Region 23
Tournament at Mississippi College and clinched
a berth in the NJCAA National Tournament.

The 24th-ranked Wildcats finished the season
with a 25-4 record.

In the OT period, Daryl Macon sank the
opening goal, but the Wildcats managed to tie it
up at 76-76 and 78-78 over the next 2:20 before
Vercell Webster’s put back bucket put the
Bulldogs up for good.

Marcus Washington paced Holmes with a
game-high 22.

Mitchell led the Wildcats with 21 points,
while Clements scored 15 (seven rebounds),
Ross 15, Teddy Scott of Provine High 14 (three
steals), including a game-high 13 boards,
William Brown of Forest Hill 11 (three assists),
Jeffery Spence of Richland High six, John
Cornish of Olive Branch five (six rebounds),
and Jamond Franklin of St. Martin High one.

River bombs Holmes 65-54

Freshmen Cortez Mitchell and Darral Willis
have garnered post-season basketball honors
for the 2014-2015 season. 

Both members of the state champion
Wildcat squad were named to the All-MACJC
South Division and All-Region 23 squads.

Also, freshman Malik Clements was cited
with All-MACJC honorable mention recogni-
tion.

Mitchell, a 6-foot-2, 185-pound guard from
Callaway High in Jackson, grabbed All-
MACJC second-team honors, while Willis, a
6-8, 210 center-forward from Madison
Memorial High in Madison, Wis., was a first-
team All-MACJC selection.

Mitchell averaged a team-high 14.6 points
per game and hit 40.4 percent from the field
and 69.9 percent at the free throw line. He also
hauled in 4.2 rebounds and dished off 2.9 as-
sists per game.

Willis averaged a second-best 13.8 points
per game and hit 62.6 percent from the field,
75.5 percent at the foul line. He hauled in a

team-high 7.1 rebounds per game.
Clements, a 6-3, 205 guard-forward out of

Madison West (Wis.) High in Madison, aver-
aged 9.9 points per game and hit 43.6 percent
from the field, including a 73.9 percent mark at
the free throw line.

The Wildcats wrapped their season at 25-5
overall - including a perfect 12-0 mark at home
in M.R. White Coliseum - after falling to
Region 23 champ Holmes CC 92-87 in the re-
gional title game. A week earlier, Pearl River
claimed its seventh state title under the 23-year
reign of coach Richard Mathis when it
smacked Holmes 65-54 in the championship
round. 

Mathis boasts nine MACJC titles, including
River championships in 1995, 1998, 2003,
2004, 2010, 2013, and 2015, as well as a
women’s title at his alma mater East
Mississippi in 1978 and a men’s title at
Northeast Mississippi in 1982.

PRCC claimed the men’s South Division
regular-season title with an 11-2 record.

Three Wildcat standouts grab
postseason basketball honors

PRCC freshman Cortez Mitchell from Jackson Callaway drives past a Holmes CC de-
fender in the MACJC state championship game.

Above, PRCC freshman
center Darryl Willis (21) of
Madison, Wis., drives to-
ward the basket in an ear-
lier game this season.
Right, freshman Malik
Clements (22), also from
Madison, Wis., holds off a
defender while taking con-
trol of the basketball.
Willis and Clements
earned postseason hon-
ors for the Wildcats.
Photos by Mitch Deaver.   

Above, PRCC’s John Cornish (20) works his way past these Holmes defenders. Below
right, freshman Asia Thibodeaux (31) of Sauicer drives the basketball for the Lady
Wildcats. The Lady finished the 2014-15 season with an 8-12 record.  
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