
PRCC employees help
with La. flood relief

MI-BEST Week events
planned for October

PRCC Voices chosen;
performances are set

Pearl River employees donated more than $1,600 to help
Louisiana community college employees affected by the August
flooding.

The PRCC Development Foundation sent the check to the
Louisiana Community and Technical Colleges System for dis-
tribution to employees recovering from the floods.

“The compassionate and caring attitude of our employees in
supporting this effort does not surprise me,” PRCC President
William Lewis said. “You truly represent the Pride, Respect,
Class and Character that symbolizes our institution.”
n See more Louisiana relief coverage, page 7
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Museum hours on the PRCC campus in Poplarville are as fol-
lows:

Monday 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. and noon until 4 p.m.
Tuesday 2 p.m. until 4 p.m.
Wednesday 9 a.m. until 12 p.m.
Thursday 2 p.m. until 4 p.m.
Fridays 1 p.m. until 4 p.m.
All other times are by appointment. Group tours by appoint-

ment only. For information, call 601-403-1316.

Wildcats lend a helping hand 
Almost from the moment he was in-

stalled as head football coach at Pearl
River Community College, David
Saunders has insisted that his players be
leaders off the field as well as on the field.

On Aug. 24, the Wildcats put that phi-
losophy into practice as a group of about
30 sophomores and other second-year
players spent the day in St. Amant, La.,
helping clean up damage from the recent
floods in the area.

“They’re awesome!” said Stephanie
Lambert as she watched a group of play-
ers work on tearing down a damaged
fence at her house and digging holes for
new fence posts. “There is so much to do,
and the fact that these guys came down
here to help is unbelievable.”

Saunders said the initiative came about
through an old friend that he went to
church with when he was an assistant

coach at Louisiana-Lafayette.
“I saw a need,” Saunders said. “I got an

e-mail from a friend at my old church who
was a former librarian here at the middle
school. She said this area was devastated,
and now seeing it, it just drives the point
home how much help is needed.

“That’s what we do; when people are in
need, we try to help them.”

Indeed, piles of debris from damaged
houses lined virtually every roadway in
St. Amant, located in Ascension Parish
about 30 miles southeast of Baton Rouge.

“The water came up so fast, it was unre-
al,” said Myron Guidry, a firefighter with
the St. Amant Fire Department, one of
several places where the Wildcats spent
the day working. 

“Within about an hour, it started getting
into the fire house. We went over to the
high school, which was our second com-

mand center. After a bit, we decided to
come back and try to salvage what we
could, and we couldn’t get in; the water
was already four feet high.”

Guidry said he finally got a day off after
working for 11 days straight, rescuing
trapped homeowners and helping protect
their property. 

All he would say about his own situa-
tion was, ‘it’s not good’.”

Wildcat players and coaches spread out
through the Cypress Bend neighborhood
in nearby Gonzales, checking on homes
and offering whatever help was needed.

“It was sad, seeing the way people
needed help,” said sophomore linebacker
Randy Hogan of Pascagoula. 

“It feels good to come in and help these
people out, because a lot of them don’t
have anyone.”
n See FLOOD, page 7

Players help Louisiana flood victims clean up

Above, Pearl River wide receiver Joronnie Hinton of
Hattiesburg (left) and cornerback Tyler Jack of Lucedale
pull together to tear out sheetrock Aug. 24 at the St.
Amant Fire Station in St. Amant, La. Above right, PRCC
head coach David Saunders leads the Wildcats in a

prayer after a hard day of work helping clean up flood
damage. Below right, PRCC running back Caleb Kinlaw of
Goose Creek, S.C., hauls a flood-damaged door from the
home of Brian and Heidi Cheatwood in St. Amant, La. See
more flood-related pictures, page 7.Wesley Foundation meeting

Homecoming elections

PTK inductions scheduled

Museum hours are set

The Wesley Foundation will hold its first meeting of the se-
mester at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 20, in Room 107 of Seal Hall.

The group will meet every other Tuesday until December.
The Wesley Foundation is affiliated with the First United

Methodist Church of Poplarville.

Students can submit nominations for homecoming queen and
maids through River Guide beginning Monday, Sept. 26, and
continuing through Thursday, Sept. 29.

Online elections will be held Monday and Tuesday, Oct. 3-4.
Homecoming is set for Oct. 29. The theme will be The River is

Rising.
Some of the features of Homecoming Day will include the

Sports Hall of Fame induction, a carnival, alumni reunion (1955-
57) and, of course, the football game vs. Co-Lin (2 p.m.).

The Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at the
Forrest County Center will hold its fall induction at 6 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 3. The ceremony will be in the multipurpose room
of Building 5.

The Iota Mu induction will be at 6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 31, at
Malone Chapel on the Poplarville campus.

Twelve students earned coveted spots in The Voices, PRCC’s
premier choral ensemble.

They will travel to New Orleans on Oct. 6 to sing during a
luncheon at the Leadership Congress of the Association of
Community College Trustees.

“This is a wonderful opportunity for our students to perform in
front of a national audience,” PRCC President William Lewis
said.

The Voices are Alyssa Hill and Hunter King, both of Carriere;
Torian Miller and Cammie Moree, both of Sumrall; Christian
Hinkel and Chase Mitchell, both of Lucedale; Sarah Chatham and
Houston McMahon, both of Purvis; Keyerra Davis of
Pascagoula, Leah Pierce of Columbia, Devin Hedgepeth of
Picayune and Lucas Callahan of Petal.

LaDona Tyson is director.
“We are so very excited about the opportunity to perform for

our educational leaders from across the country,” she said. 
The Voices’ first performance will be Sept. 27 at the PRCC

Scholarship Dinner.

The Pearl River Community College
rodeo team will make history this week-
end, when the Wildcats travel to Marshall,
Mo., for the squad’s inaugural event in its
debut season.

PRCC will be participating in the
Missouri Valley College Rodeo, the first
of 10 events on the schedule for the 2016-
17 season.

“We’re pretty excited about it,” said
Robbie Shaw, the team’s coach and advi-
sor. “We’re still trying to work to get some
kids cleared to enter, but we expect to
carry a full team up there.”

Pearl River is competing in the Ozark
Region of the National Intercollegiate
Rodeo Association, the sanctioning body
for college rodeo. 

The Wildcats are one of four college
teams from Mississippi in the region, join-
ing Mississippi State, Northwest
Mississippi Community College and East

Mississippi Community College.
Rodeo is unique in that there is no team

practice time, and riders compete as indi-
viduals. But Shaw said he has worked to
instill a team spirit among the 15 men and
women on the team.

“We go to rodeos outside the college, and
we try to build a family bond,” said Shaw.
“We stay together and help each other out.
So even though they are competing against
one another, they are also competing to-
gether as one. It’s a fine line.”

The men on the team will compete in
calf roping, steer wrestling and bull-rid-
ing. 

Women’s events are barrel racing, goat
tying and breakaway roping. There are
also men’s and women’s team roping
events.

PRCC’s men include several of the top
youth riders in South Mississippi, includ-
ing Ryder Ladner of Kiln, Andrew Burks

of Kiln and Kelton Tynes of Poplarville.
Other team members are Selena Broom

of Purvis, Colleen Brown of Biloxi,
Bryant Channell of Seminary, Nick
Gonzales III of Carriere, Charles Hopkins
of Carreire, Chelsey Johnson of
Poplarville, Tyler Ladner of Poplarville,
Lacy Lee of Long Beach, Raegan Lee of
Picayune, Alex Nobles of Bogalusa, La.,
MiKata Jo Reid of Poplarville, Rebekah
Rigby of Brooklyn and Michaela Riley of
Poplarville.

“We’ve been saying all along that we
should be competitive right from the
start,” said Shaw. “I think we’re very
strong in the calf roping and team roping
events, and we have a couple of girls in
the barrel racing that if they have their
day, they can score well for us.” 

Preliminaries begin Thursday and con-
tinue on Friday, with the championship
rounds scheduled for Saturday.

Freshman Ryder Ladner of Kiln is among the 15 members
of the PRCC rodeo team that will make its debut this
weekend at the Missouri Valley College Rodeo in Marshall,
Mo. (Photo courtesy of Joe Smith)

Rodeo team makes historic debut at Missouri

The new Men’s Choir includes a number of Wildcat football players. 

Men’s choir
features
unique
makeup

The national anthem at
homecoming will sound differ-
ent than it has in the past.

The new PRCC Men’s
Choir, including 15 football
players in uniform, will per-
form the Star Spangled Banner
before kickoff of the home
game against Co-Lin.

LaDona Tyson, director of
choral groups, has disbanded
the PRCC Singers mixed choir
and established the Women’s
Choir and the Men’s Choir.
Last spring, she talked to head
football coach David Saunders
about encouraging some of his
players to try out for the Men’s
Choir.

He liked the idea and sat in
with Tyson during auditions.

“Number one is it’s a team
concept,” Saunders said.
“Anytime you’re exposed to
those it’s going to fortify what
we do. Also, I like the fact that
there’s diversity. That parallels
what happens during a football 

game - because you adhere to
some basic team concepts, it
gives you a chance to be suc-
cessful.”

Some of the other singers
were a little puzzled at first
but soon accepted the players,
wide receiver Jay Banks of
Olive Branch said.

“We came together and
we’re all one,” he said.

Sophomore Houston
McMahon of Purvis was one
of the skeptics at first but has

changed his mind.
“I’m really excited because

this campus has been divided
between the arts and athletics
and now we’ve started to
merge,” he said.

Sarah Chatham, also of
Purvis, sings with McMahon
in Voices and was in the
mixed choir last year. She has
found an unexpected benefit
to being in Women’s Choir
this year.

“It is making me branch out

and make new friends be-
cause most of my friends
were guys,” she said.

The freshmen players heard
about the opportunity when
they attended a ROAR orien-
tation session.

“I thought why not give it a
shot,” said defensive back Joe
Williams of Breaux Bridge,
La. 

“I’ve learned how to con-
trol my vocals.”
n See CHOIR, page 2

PRCC will celebrate MI-BEST Week with two events on Oct.
17 and 18.

MI-BEST is a statewide initiative blending adult basic educa-
tion (ABE) with career technical courses. It gives ABE students
the opportunity to train for a job while earning their high school
equivalency diploma.

Forrest County Center MI-BEST students will be treated to a
pizza party on Monday, Oct. 17, while the Poplarville students
will celebrate on Tuesday, Oct. 18. 

State legislators and dignitaries will be invited to attend as well. 
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Pearl River Community College offers equal edu-
cation and employment opportunities. The College
does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion,
color, sex, age, national origin, veteran status, or dis-
ability. For inquiries regarding the non-discrimina-
tion policies or to request accommodations, special
assistance, or alternate format publication, please
contact Tonia Moody, Director of Admissions and
Records, ADA/Civil Rights, and Title IX
Coordinator, at P.O. Box 5537, Poplarville, MS
39470 or 601-403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredited

by the Southern Association of Colleges and

Schools Commission on Colleges to award asso-

ciate degrees. Contact the Commission on

Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,

Georgia 30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500, or

at http://www.sacscoc.org for questions about the

accreditation of Pearl River Community College.

The Commission is only to be contacted to learn

about the accreditation status of the College, to

file a third-party comment at the time of the

College’s decennial review, or to file a complaint

against the College with evidence that appears to

support non-compliance with a standard or re-

quirement. All normal inquiries about the institu-

tion, such as admission requirements, financial

aid, educational programs, etc., should be ad-

dressed directly to Pearl River Community

College and not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

Tie Dye Meet and Mingle

Above, Caitlin Flynt of
Columbia, left, and Melanie
Foster of Hattiesburg tie their
shirts in preparation for the Tie
Dye Meet and Mingle.
Left, Jenna Lee of Picayune
squirts maroon dye on a shirt at
the Tie Dye Meet and Mingle.
Bottom, Jason Francis, coordi-
nator of student activities, gives
Devin Christmas of Columbia
some pointers before she dyes
her shirt during the Tie Dye
Meet and Mingle on Aug. 18 on
the Poplarville campus.

By RAECHEL ZIMMERMAN
The Drawl Staff Writer

I long for the days of lounging in the porch
swing at my great-grandmother’s house, taking
in all the sounds, sights, and scents. 

Early morning in South
Mississippi was (and still is) a mag-
ical time of day. The colors are satu-
rated by the warm, pinkish tinge that
the sunrise casts. The fence by the
road is covered by morning glories
of various hues: red, white, pink,
purple. The blossoms reach toward
the sun, awaiting its warmth. 

The air still retains the coolness of
the night. The morning dew glistens
on the grass; this lush carpet begs for
bare feet and toes to tickle. 

The hummingbird feeders glow, their scarlet
nectar imploring the flying little emeralds to
partake of the sweetness. The tiny darlings flit

and zoom, as if their movements had been cho-
reographed for centuries. 

The hummingbirds’ wings are barely visible
due to the rate at which they are flapping.

Just as quickly as they arrive, they buzz
away, off to provide another front
porch with a performance of glim-
mering flight. I hear a mourning
dove calling out to its partner:
‘Oooh-AHH-ooh-ooh-ooh,’ ‘Oooh-
AHH-ooh-ooh-ooh.’

Further into the dense forest that
encompasses the old farmhouse, an-
other dove responds. The wind picks
up, and with it comes the melodious
chatter of the wind chimes. 

Carried on the breeze is the fra-
grant hint of magnolias from the end

of the driveway; the sweet aroma envelopes
me and I float away into a daydream. 
n Raechel Zimmerman is a sophomore

student from Purvis.

Stringer 

Paradise recognized:
A magical time of day

By IVERY BODDIE
The Drawl Staff Writer

Everyone desires to be happy. Sometimes
the happiness we seek comes in the
form of passing a test, the purchase
of a new vehicle or a promotion at
work. 

All these are excellent; however,
they are only temporary. 

When we accomplish something
for ourselves, we feel great but these
feelings do not last forever. 

We are people with never ending
desires living in a world full of ma-
terial distractions. Sometimes we
become so attached to the objects
that we possess that we begin to
measure our success by the amount of materi-
al wealth we acquire.

However, it does not matter how hard we
work, at the end of the day the objects we ac-

quire will still be nothing more than objects. 
In this pursuit of happiness, we sometimes

overlook and forget about the important as-
pects of life. 

Life is not about everything we
can acquire for ourselves but every-
thing we give away to others. 

It is about the smiles we give to a
lonely soul, the words of encourage-
ment we give to the youth, the hom-
age we pay to the elderly, and the
reverence we give to nature. 

A life dedicated to doing for oth-
ers is success. 

Danny Thomas, the founder of St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital,
once said, “Success has nothing to

do with what you gain in life or ac-
complish for yourself. It’s what you do for oth-
ers.”
n Ivery Boddie is a sophomore student

from Sandy Hook.

Boddie

Life dedicated to do
for others is a success

By AUSTIN RESTER
The Drawl Staff Writer

With everything going on in the media such
as NFL player Colin Kaepernick appearing in
the news every day, or the controver-
sy of presidential candidates Donald
Trump or Hillary Clinton, there are
actually bigger stories that the news
are not reporting.

These stories are being hidden
from the masses. A major story that is
not being reported is the standing
rock, or also known as the North
Dakota Pipeline protest. 

In North Dakota, there is a pipeline
being built that will connect to the
state of Illinois. This pipeline is a
length of 1,172 miles, and will carry approxi-
mately 470,000 barrels of oil a day.

The protest started with the Native Americans
of North Dakota because the company that is
building the pipeline is destroying sacred burial
grounds, and is now an environment issue. 

The protesters are staying as peaceful as they
can as of now, but tensions are starting to rise
because of how the government and the compa-
ny are taking care of this.

At first, local law enforcement was sent to
stop the protest, but the protesters did
not stop.  After that, the company
hired a private military, or pretty
much mercenaries. These mercenar-
ies are not being as peaceful as the
law enforcement. They are using K-9
units to attack the protesters, and they
are using tear gas.

The matter gets worse for the pro-
testers that are trying to protect their
land and the earth. The government
has deployed the National Guard to

protect the company and the pipeline.
I feel like the protesters should be protected

because it is their right to protest, and this coun-
try is made up of the people not the companies
that run it now. 
n Austin Rester is a sophomore student

from Poplarville.

Rester

Protesters have a right
to protest major pipeline

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

The start of a new school year is always an
exciting and stressful time. It is also a time
when you are at a greater risk of
being exposed to viruses and bacte-
ria that can cause you to become
sick. 

PRCC Health Services Clinic is
available at no charge to students,
faculty, and staff for minor in-
juries/illnesses or emergency first-
aid. 

You must have a valid PRCC ID
to utilize clinic services.

A few of the services we provide
include OTC medications, blood
pressure screening and monitoring,
feminine products,  referrals to doctors and
other health clinics, literature, educational
videos and patient education. 

We are located in Crosby Hall next to the
counseling center and across from the post of-
fice. 

Clinic hours are Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. during the fall and

spring semesters. If you have a specific health
need we will work with you to provide a plan
of care to meet your needs. 
n The Clinic will be offering flu, shingles,

TDAP, and pneumonia shots for the 2016-
2017 flu season. Walgreens will be
on the Poplarville campus
Wednesday, Oct. 5 from 8:30 a.m. -
2 p.m. administering flu-shots for
all ADN-RN and LPN students.

Wal-Mart will be in Crosby Hall
on Wednesday, Oct. 12 from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m. for all faculty and
staff and students.

CVS will be on the Forrest
County campus Tuesday and
Wednesday, Oct. 18-19 beginning
at 12:15 each day. You must provide

your insurance card to the provider
for no-charge immunization. If you do not
have insurance there will be a fee for the im-
munization.  

Practicing good personal hygiene can help
prevent infections and illnesses. Personal hy-
giene includes bathing and washing your hair,
brushing your teeth, washing your clothes,
and hand-washing. 

Hand-washing is one of the easiest and most
effective ways to prevent passing viruses and
bacteria to yourself and others. Remember to
wash your hands:

1. Before and after eating. PRCC has anti-
bacterial foam dispensers located through-out
campus and the cafeteria. 

2. After blowing your nose or
coughing/sneezing,

3. After using the restroom,
4. Before inserting contact lens or putting on

make-up,
5. Anytime your hands are visibly dirty, 
6. After touching anything that could be

contaminated such as throwing away garbage
or cleaning your room.
n If you become ill or have an accident on

campus, please notify the school nurse at 601-
403-1303 and/or campus police at 601-403-
1300 (Poplarville), 601-554-5513 (Forrest
County), or 228-467-2761 (Hancock Center).

Dorm students should also notify head resi-
dents when they are ill. 

Please feel free to stop by the clinic in
Crosby Hall across from the post office as
needed or just to say hello. Hope everyone has
a safe and healthy semester.  

Hall

Health Services Clinic open;
flu shots will be available 

MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE BOARD
DIVISION OF RESEARCH AND EFFECTIVENESS

Academic Year

Coahoma

Copiah Lincoln

East Central

East Mississippi

Hinds

Holmes

Itawamba

Jones

Meridian

Mississippi Delta

Mississippi Gulf Coast

Northeast Mississippi

Northwest Mississippi

Pearl River

Southwest Mississippi
System Totals

College 10th Day SSCH

2,191 30,387 0.8% 0.9%

3,075 39,787 2.2% 1.3%

2,379 33,670 8.6% 7.9%

4,261 54,254 6.0% 4.8%

11,505 143,449 1.3% 0.7%

6,176 80,134 0.9% 2.2%

5,833 75,691 1.2% 1.1%

4,749 66,714 0.3% 0.0%

3,606 43,506 6.4% 2.1%

2,372 32,948 4.0% 0.3%

9,294 119,040 3.7% 5.1%

3,524 47,651 1.2% 1.8%

7,894 95,422 1.2% 0.0%

4,725 62,054 1.5% 4.5%

1,897 27,041 0.2% 0.2%
73,481 951,748 0.9% 0.6%

2016 2017

Fall 2016 Fall to Fall
Headcount

Fall to Fall
SSCH

PRELIMINARY* HEADCOUNT
ENROLLMENT

n FROM page 1
Choir gives defensive lineman Devonta

Brown of Shelby a chance to be more than a
football player.

“I wanted to be different,” he said. “A lot of
football players don’t want to be in choir. I don’t
know how to sing too well but I want to learn
how to sing better. She’s teaching me.”

Linebacker Leonard Lebranch of New
Orleans, like many of the Men’s Choir members,
is used to singing at church.

“I grew up in the church and used to be in the
choir, so I said ‘Cool’,” he said. “It grows a lot
of chemistry.”

Tyson judged a high school contest in Alabama
last year and heard a number of football players
singing in one of the choirs. She liked what she
heard and brought the idea back to PRCC.

“I think it shows we’re one campus,” she said.
“It would be great if we combine more across
departments.”

Doing away with the mixed choir was a mat-
ter of numbers, she said.

“I keep having increasing numbers wanting to
be in choir,” she said. “Trying to look down the
road, I can’t continue to take 60 or 70 and turn
down 30. We want to find a way to keep grow-
ing and get better.”

To her knowledge, PRCC is the first
Mississippi community college to make the tran-
sition. “It’s a trend at the university levels and at
many high schools,” she said.

The Men’s Choir and the Women’s Choir will
perform on Nov. 3 at the PRCC Fall Choral
Festival and Nov. 29 at the Christmas Vespers
concert. Both will be at the Brownstone Center.

CHOIR

Enrollment for the fall semester rose strongly
at Mississippi’s eight public universities, but fell
for the sixth straight year at the state’s 15 com-
munity colleges.

Preliminary counts released last week show
students rose 2.5 percent at universities and fell
0.9 percent at community colleges.

Community college enrollment has falling
since the end of the recession, as a better job
market means fewer people are brushing up on
job skills. Universities grew the most since
2011.

Meridian Community College grew by the
largest share among two-year schools. Also

posting increases were Pearl River Community
College, Hinds Community College and
Northwest Community College.

Enrollment shrank the most at East Central
Community College.

Among universities, enrollment hit a new
record, growing fastest since 2011. The four
smaller regional universities grew by the largest
shares, with Mississippi University for Women
adding 11 percent more students.

Universities have focused on recruiting stu-
dents as a strategy to improve finances, especial-
ly among the smaller schools. Higher Education
Commissioner Glenn Boyce said that’s still an

important strategy to gain additional revenue by
filling empty seats. He also said it appears that
programs offering lower in-state tuition rates to
nonresident students were boosting enrollment.

Mississippi Valley grew 8 percent, adding stu-
dents the third straight year after declines had
raised concerns about the viability of the school.
Valley President Bill Bynum said the university
is trying to focus on retaining students, offering
more academic programs.

Mississippi State grew the most among the
state’s four larger universities. MSU, MUW, the
University of Mississippi and Jackson State
University hit all-time enrollment records.

PRCC one of few schools showing enrollment increase
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Welcome Back, Wildcats!

wmcarey.edu
601-318-6103
Hattiesburg | Biloxi

31 Undergraduate Majors
Scholarships Available
$6300 scholarship* for 

Phi Theta Kappa members with 
additional funds available 

for PTK officers.
*for students living on campus, 
$4,500 for off-campus students

60+ Student Organizations 
17 Athletic Teams

William Carey University will equip you with the knowledge and 
skills you need to succeed in life and in your career.

New students in the Pearl River Community College Honors Institute in Poplarville are,
first row from left, Tyler Harris of Madison, McKinsy Harris of Poplarville, Jasmin Boddie
of Sandy Hook, Lauren Lee of Bassfield, Jakwaize Walker of Pascagoula, Chase Crosby
of Saucier; second row, Caleb Boone of Picayune, Danielle Smith of Hattiesburg, Torian
Miller of Sumrall, Hannah Ladner of Kiln, Dalton Spiers of Poplarville, Caitlyn Harper of
Lumberton; third row, Parker Mathis of Hattiesburg, Noel Marks of Picayune, Clay Lee of
Carnes, Jacob Namias, Taylor Martinolich and Brandon Ashe, all of Picayune, and Faith
Lee of Purvis. Not pictured are Tyler Frierson and Allie Cooper, both of Picayune, and
Alejandra Alcantara of Carriere.

New Honors Institute students

New Forrest County Center Honors Institute students

By Dr. STEPHEN BLACK
Director of Honors Institute

Educating students to be their best is what
honors education is all about.

As a member of the National Collegiate
Honors Council, our honors program centers
around the characteristics of a fully-developed
Honors Institute.

Honor programs at small colleges
foster close student-faculty learning
relationships that help build self-
starting, independent students who
can be, for the rest of their lives,
their own best teachers.  

Social events, travel, and special
honors opportunities bond students
to each other, to the honors program,
and to the college as a whole.
Honors student organizations and
activities enliven and deepen the
program.

To become a member of the Honors
Institute, the applicant must have a minimum
composite ACT score of 25 and a minimum
grade point average of 3.4 or must be a current
PRCC student who has completed 21 semester
hours of college work with a cumulative 3.4
grade point average or better.

The Pearl River Community College
Development Foundation Honors Institute

Scholarship Program offers incoming high
school students, if selected, an award of $2,000
per semester or $4,000 for their freshman year.
Students must complete the scholarship appli-
cation and submit it with the additional re-
quired material.  

Currently enrolled students with a cumula-
tive grade point average of 3.4 and completion
of 21 hours may also make application into the

Honors Institute program.
n Seven honor students traveled

this summer to London for our first
Honors Institute Study Abroad
Program. 

Highlights of travel included vis-
its to Oxford, Bath, and Paris. 

Additionally, the Honors Institute
sponsors, with funding provided by
the Lower Pearl River Valley
Foundation, a Honors Institute
Lecture Series. 

On Oct. 25 in the Brownstone
Center for Arts, we are pleased to

present Juan Williams and Cal Thomas in
Cross Roads: A Conversation about America’s
Future.  

Interested students who have questions re-
garding the application and scholarship
process should call Dr. Stephen Black,
Director of the Honors Institute (601) 403-
1274 or email sblack@prcc.edu.   

Black

Honors Institute provides
students chance to succeed 

New students in the Pearl River Community College Honors Institute at the Forrest
County Center are, from left: Front row - Taylor Barefoot of Brooklyn; Lorenzo Catlett of
Hattiesburg, Caitlyn Penton and Taylor Bolton, both of Leakesville; Alison McInytre of
Dixie; Jay Carney of Oak Grove; Rachael Carraro of Hattiesburg; Brendan Massey of
Hattiesburg; Samuel Carr of Bassfield; Raechel Zimmerman of Lumberton; Chaz Roberts
of Beaumont; Kelly Stinson-Crofoot of Gainesville, FL. Second row - Jacob Stevens of
Hattiesburg; Joseph Austin of Hattiesburg; Laura Spiers of Oak Grove; Rebecca Barrett
of Hattiesburg; Mekayla Williams of Leakesville; Shelley Everett of Hattiesburg; Ericka

Ogden of Oak Grove; Blake Ochenrider of  Sumrall; Michael Evans of Purvis; Said
Otwana and Dylan Nguyen, both of Petal; Dustin Loftin and Sam Austin, both of
Hattiesburg; Cody Ryan Cupit of Tylertown. Back row - Will Farlow of Petal; Melissa
Novak and Vera Thacker, both of Hattiesburg; Megan Seyfarth of Oak Grove, Kevin Craft
and Breanna Cheval, both of Hattiesburg; Kacey Toney of Oak Grove; Nathan Young of
Sumrall; Tyler Fiveash of Hattiesburg; Cody Hudson of Oak Grove. Not pictured: John
Paul Pierce of Hattiesburg and Peyton Swilley, Annie Woods and Christopher Cole Yates,
all of Petal.
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Graduates of Pearl River Community College’s medical laboratory technology program at
the Forrest County Center received their certificates and pins on July 28. They are shown
with instructor Tamara Henderson, left, and director Evelyn Wallace, right. Graduates are,
first row from left, Katelyn Briggs and Suzahne Severin, both of Picayune, and Anna
Hicks of Franklinton, La.; second row, Cheyenne Baker of Beaumont and Lauren
Robinson of Magee; third row, Birttany Simpson of Hattiesburg, Laurel Cospelich of Long
Beach and Heather McClendon of Hattiesburg; fourth row, Robyn McRay of Hattiesburg.

Graduates of the PRCC dental assisting program at the Forrest County Center received
certificates and pins on July 28. Rhonda Bosarge, left, is instructor and Karen Carlisle, right,
is program director. The graduates are, first row from left, Whitney Lauren Calhoun and
Mariah Elliott, both of Sumrall, Shelby Odom of Carthage; second row, Amanda Holland of
Petal, Stacy Gonzalez of Poplarville, Sherra Herwald of Hattiesburg; third row, LeíShecka
Rawls of Columbia, Brittany Ambo of St. Martin; Emily Smith of Meadville, Kayla Corkern
and Jessica Ladner, both of Poplarville; Delaina Smith of Columbia, Kimberly Marshall of
Hattiesburg and Bethany Leming of Columbia. PRCC Public Relations photos

Summer pinning ceremonies

By Dr. TERRI SMITH RUCKEL
Honors Coordinator

The Honors Institute provides opportunities
similar to those you might find at a much more
expensive liberal arts college.

“All of us working with our honors students
have the aim of encouraging personal growth
and development, including cultivating av-
enues for undergraduate research, publication,
and scholarship.” 

The opportunities are significant for the
group of 44 now enrolled honors students at the
Forrest County Center. 

Last spring, honors graduates earned more
than $200,000 in total transfer scholarships. 

As a means of growing that impressive fig-
ure, Dr. Ruckel will be leading a workshop for
honors students on both campuses entitled,
“Writing to Win: Understanding the
Scholarship Application Genre,” which will be
held in Poplarville on Friday, Sept. 23 at 1 p.m.
in White Hall and in Hattiesburg on Tuesday,
Sept. 27 at 8 a.m. in the Honors meeting room. 

To further assure challenging academic op-
portunities, an in-house series of lectures is
planned for this fall and next spring at the
Forrest County Center.

The series brings together motivated students
and faculty to listen and learn as faculty show-

case their own unique interests and scholarly
pursuits. 

This fall’s lecture series includes the follow-
ing: 

Chad Daniels, Director of the Mississippi
Armed Forces Museum at Camp Shelby, and
an Adjunct Political Science Instructor at
PRCC-FCC presented “The 2016 Presidential
Election and Why the Founders Gave Us the
Electoral College.” 

PRCC recruiters are extending invitations to
area high schools to attend this event. 
n On Nov. 2 at 11 a.m., PRCC FCC will wel-

come Judy Wiggins, Copiah-Lincoln
Community College, Natchez (retired), who
serves as the coordinator of the Institute for
Learning in Retirement and Exploritas, a group
which pulls in visitors to Natchez from around
the nation and the world.

Wiggins will present “The Life of Judith
Sargent Murray” in a chautauquan style; she
will dress in period clothes and assume the per-
sona of the author about whom she will present. 

Both of the lectures will be held in the
Multipurpose Room on the Forrest County
Center campus and are free and open to the
public. 

Contact Dr. Terri Ruckel, Honors
Coordinator at FCC, 601-554-4693 for more
information.

FCC Honors Institute
hosting special events

         
Looking for a NEW start? Enroll in PRCC Adult Education!! 

Pearl River Community College offers Adult Education classes for anyone  
 17 years or older who is not enrolled in school and needs to earn a  

High School Equivalency Diploma.  
     For more information call: (601) 554-5551 Email: adulteducation@prcc.edu 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

New Student Registration 
**Students must call to schedule an Orientation and stay the entire 3 hours for enrollment.  
 

  Dates:      Orientation Times:  
Hattiesburg:   Orientations are scheduled monthly. Call today to reserve your spot.  
  Location: Forrest County Center on Highway 49 South 
  To schedule your orientation appointment, call Sarah at (601) 403-1815. 
 

 Poplarville:   Wednesday at 1:00 pm 
  Location: Jeff Davis Hall, 2nd Floor, PRCC Poplarville Campus 
  To schedule your Orientation appointment, call Ruby at (601) 403-1431. 
 

Hancock  
County:  Friday at 9:00 am 
   Location: PRCC-Hancock County Center 

To schedule your orientation appointment, call Candice at (228) 252-7010. 
 

Columbia: Tuesday at 1:00 pm            
Location: Marion County Vo-Tech Center, Highway 13 South 
To schedule your orientation appointment, call Tabitha at (601) 403-1810. 
 

Carson: Tuesday at 3:00 pm            
Location: Carson Vo-Tech Center, Highway 13 South 
To schedule your orientation appointment, call Tina at (601) 554-5551. 

Faculty Assn. officers

Faculty Association officers at the Forrest County Center
this year include from left: Doug Donohue, treasurer; Aaryn
Purvis, president; Michelle Wilson-Stokes, vice president;
and Sharon Clark, secretary. What are the advantages of 
joining the association? “We work to help support the leg-
islative recommendations made by the MACJC, which in-
cludes a push for mid-level funding,’ said Purvis. “The facul-
ty association is also a great place for faculty to join together
to share ideas, needs, and gather support.” The two major
events supported by the association are the Legislative
Breakfast in March and Capitol Day in February. 

By Dr. AMANDA PARKER
Vice President/Forrest County Operations

The Forrest County Center is back in action
as students, faculty, and staff eagerly began the
fall semester.  

During the summer months we began renova-
tions that will improve the experience for all
students. 

The Learning Lab has undergone construc-
tion to produce a comfortable learning environ-
ment known as the Learning Lounge. We will
still offer a traditional computer lab and testing
facility as before.  Mathematics testing has been
moved into this area as well. 

Take a moment to visit with our Learning Lab
staff and experience what they have to offer. 
n We have new class offerings on our cam-

pus. Orientation classes are going strong provid-
ing our students with an orientation to college
life.  

Students are exposed to guest speakers and
even a fun ropes obstacle course. We highly rec-
ommend this course to any student that would
like to grow as a person and receive college
credit.

Another new course is our HIIT (high intensi-
ty interval training) exercise course. 

This class challenges students with sessions
of intense cardio followed by weight training.
Students are even found flipping tractor tires on
occasion. We also still offer Zumba on campus
and a physical education course that included a
free YMCA membership.
n Our calendar is packed with a variety of in-

teresting events occurring this the semester.  

On Sept. 15, Chad Daniels, Director of the
Mississippi Armed Forces Museum at Camp
Shelby, presented an honor’s lecture titled, “The
2016 Presidential Election and Why the
Founders Gave Us the Electoral College.”  

BSU will continue each Wednesday in the
Multipurpose Room at noon. We hope each of
you will join us for some great food and fellow-
ship.  

On Oct. 31, we will have our traditional Fall
Fest with free food and lots of fun. There always
seems to be a little surprise from the faculty and
staff for the students as well.  

One of our last big events of the semester is
an honorís lecture on Nov. 2, at 11 a.m. in the
Multipurpose Room. 

Ms. Judy Wiggins will present an intriguing
lecture on women’s equality titled, “Judith
Sargent Murray a Will of Her Own.”  

We will have many other events, please check
out your River Guide portal for calendar up-
dates and events.
nAdjunct instructors this fall include:
Jeffrey Tinnon - Accounting; Thomas Conner

- Art Appreciation; Randy Taylor - Business;
Jack Denton - Business; Erick Moffett -
Biology; Tanya Crider - Biology; Sean Hodges
- Biology; Frank Turnage - Anatomy &
Physiology; Emily Addison - Dental Radiology;
Dr. Benny Hornsby - Sociology & English;
Matthew Martin - English.

Andrelle Nicholson - English; Mary Fiveash -
Human Growth & Development; Dorothy
Reynolds - Nutrition; Judson Necaise - History;
David Laird - History; Melinda Marks -
Orientation.

Learning Lab has new look;
calendar full of nice events

Learning Lab upgrade

The Learning Lab at the Forrest County Center has some new features, including a new
learning lounge, an online testing room and a classroom featuring 27 computers for test-
ing on Canvas. Robin Shows is Learning Lab Coordinator and Online Testing Proctor. 

Scavenger hunt

Students (above and below) in Dr. Dan Childers’ LLS 1313: Orientation class spent one
morning on a scavenger hunt at the Forrest County Center. According to Childers, the as-
signment was to locate upcoming events on campus and report back on their findings.
Students had 20 minutes to find as many as they could. 

Faculty Lecture Series

Chad Daniels, director of the Mississippi Armed Forces
Museum at Camp Shelby and PRCC adjunct political 
science instructor, recently presented a Faculty Lecture
Series at the Forrest County Center. The title: “The 2016
Presidential Election and Why The Founders Gave Us the
Electoral College.”
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Pearl River Community College student Raechel Zimmerman of Purvis was selected as the
winner of the sixth annual PRCC Tuition Giveaway contest, a promotion PRCC held in con-
junction with Hattiesburg Coca-Cola and radio stations SL-100 and Wild 106.3. Pictured at
the awards ceremony are from left: Chris Dunkley, sales center manager, Hattiesburg Coca-
Cola, WILD 106.3 radio personality Devin “Big Daddy” Cole, 2015 Tuition Contest winner
Lela Flowers of Columbia, 2016 Tuition Contest winner Raechel Zimmerman of Purvis,
Russ Hendley, on premise sales manager for Hattiesburg Coca-Cola United; Ramey’s man-
ager Austin White, SL-100 radio personality Sherri Marengo, Hattiesburg Coca-Cola
United’s Earl Hayes, key account developer; Brad Stephens, sales operation manager; and
Jeff Bryant special events department. PRCC Public Relations photo 

Tuition Giveaway contest

Zimmerman this year’s 
Tuition Giveaway winner 

Pearl River Community College student
Raechel Zimmerman is breathing a little easier
today after winning the 2016 PRCC Tuition
Giveaway contest, a full year of free tuition.

Zimmerman, 25, a sophomore, attends the
Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg. She is a
member of the Honors College and Phi Theta
Kappa, the international honor society. She re-
cently attended the Honors Institute at Wake
Forest, N.C., with fellow PRCC students and
advisor Dr. Ryan Ruckel.

“I am really excited to get my tuition taken
care of,” said Zimmerman, a single mom with a
5-year-old son, Joshua, who begins kinder-
garten this fall. “I had previously attended
PRCC back in 2011, but I had to take time off
from school due to family. I fully plan on using
this money to help further my education.

“I have so many big dreams, big aspirations
for myself.”

One of them is to major in chemical engineer-
ing and eventually transfer to Mississippi State
University after PRCC. 

“I have always had a deep love for chemistry
and calculus, and I think this major will help me
make best use of those skills,” she said.

Zimmerman was selected as the winner of the
sixth annual Tuition Giveaway contest, a pro-
motion PRCC held in conjunction with
Hattiesburg Coca-Cola United and radio sta-
tions SL-100 and Wild 106.3. 

Live radio promotions, featuring free soft
drinks and t-shirts, were held to advertise the
contest in Hattiesburg, Oak Grove, Petal,
Purvis, Sumrall, Columbia and Poplarville.

Contestants had to tell their story through on-
line submissions.

“I crave and desire knowledge,” Zimmerman
wrote. “I believe that I have the potential to rev-
olutionize the world, given the proper opportu-

nity. My goal is to obtain my degree in chemi-
cal engineering, so that I might not only satisfy
my dreams, but also fulfill my duty as a mother.

“With this scholarship, I will perpetuate my
success with PRCC and the honors programs
with which I am so graciously involved.
Parenthood has taught me that the future of our
children is everything. I implore you to aid in
my endeavor of establishing a satisfactory life
for my son, so that one day he, too, has the
chance to improve the world.”

Zimmerman is the daughter of Mark
Zimmerman of Lumberton, and Jennifer and
Roger Touchstone of Baxterville. Her mom at-
tended PRCC and was a former member of the
school’s String of Pearls.

Raechel credits two of her PRCC instructors,
Drs. Terri and Ryan Ruckel, with keeping her on
the right path. “They are two of the most beau-
tiful souls on this planet,” she said. “They are so
encouraging with every student they come into
contact with.”

The Tuition Giveaway contest has grown in
popularity each year.

“We had many student applicants who have
had to overcome challenges and adversities,”
said Chuck Abadie, public relations director at
PRCC. “We have more and more submissions
each year. Picking a winner was very difficult.”

Russ Hendley, on premise sales manager for
Hattiesburg Coca-Cola United, said he was
thrilled with Zimmerman’s selection.

“The entire Hattiesburg Coca-Cola United
Sales staff would like to congratulate Rachel,”
said Hendley. “In the year of Coca-Cola’s Share
a Song Campaign we are so pleased to partner
with our friends at Pearl River Community
College on what has become a tradition in our
area to award a very deserving young person
with a chance to continue their education.”      

Dr. Benny Hornsby, left, was a speaker at the regional PTK convention. He is pictured
with Rachael Carraro of Hattiesburg, PRCC President Dr. William Lewis, Jacob Kutch,
Belle Failla, Marella Failla, and Skylar Taggart, all of Picayune.

Phi Theta Kappa convention

Dr. Benny Hornsby spoke to some 250 stu-
dents at the Phi Theta Kappa MS/LA convention
recently at Mississippi College. The folowing is
a summary of his speech.

By Dr. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to The Drawl

My topic tonight is “leadership,” and I believe
that a good leader leads by example. 

In brief, I want to give you five ways, based
on my own experiences, that you can be a good
leader, both in Phi Theta Kappa and in life.

1. First, you must realize that you are already
“in the bonus.” A basketball team gets extra
shots when the other team gets a certain number
of fouls. They are considered to be “in the
bonus.” It’s my contention that most of us are
“in the bonus.” 

2. For whatever reason, luck, fate, hard work,
intelligence, we have advantages over many of
our peers. 

The question is, what are we going to do with
that advantage? Are we making the world a bet-
ter place? Are we helping others? Are we a
friend in need? Ask yourself, am I making a
positive difference?

3. We need to praise others. Although psy-
chologists tell us that the name we love to hear
the most is our own, be quick to praise others.
A kind word goes a long way. I can  remember
almost every compliment I’ve ever received. 

4. My high school English teacher at
Lumberton, Mrs. Joyce Smith, who later be-
came Dean of Women at Pearl River
Community College, once said to my class,
“Benny is the only one in here who understands
Shakespeare.” I didn’t, of course, but her off-
hand comment changed my life.

5. Have a sense of urgency about your goals.
I was a parachutist in the military. Once during
a low altitude jump, a young man wasn’t paying
attention and landed atop my parachute. I could

see the outline of his boots through the nylon
canopy.  

We were both in extremis. Although many
words passed through my mind, I screamed up
at him; “Get off of it!” That’s what we need to
do to achieve our goals in life: get off of it and
go to work!

6. Be a good citizen. In Vietnam, in a scene
right out of Joseph Conrad’s “Heart of
Darkness,” I was on a small boat that ran over a
native fisherman. He lost his right leg in the ac-
cident. We pulled him out of the water, and I
have his head in my lap. He’s dying. I know he’s
dying, and he knows he’s dying. 

There’s something in his shirt pocket that he
wants me to see. He’s in shock and his fingers
don’t work, so I help him unbutton it. Do you
know what was in it? A picture of his wife?
Money? 

It was only his South Vietnamese government
identification card. In his moment of death, he
wanted to prove that he was a citizen. Most of
us don’t think like that, and I think we should.

Finally, and I know this is not a religious
forum, but we need to keep God in our lives. I
was once on a ship in the Indian Ocean and we
were looking for a sailor who had fallen over-
board three days earlier. 

I figured, at best, we were looking for a body.
But, lo and behold, there he was: naked, covered
with jellyfish, sunburned, and treading water
like crazy. 

When things calmed down, I asked him,
“How did you ever manage to tread water for
three days?” His answer was simple: “I turned
my life over to God.”

I believe if you practice these simple princi-
ples, you will be well on your way to being a
great leader. Thank you.
n Dr. Benny Hornsby is an adjunct in-

structor of sociology and English at Pearl
River Community College.

Being a good leader
means achieving goals

Graduates of the practical nursing program at PRCC’s Forrest County Center received
their pins and diplomas on July 27. They are, seated from left, Quendaisha S. Lewis of
Meridian, Candace Arrington of Collins, Kelly Nicolle Allen of Hattiesburg, Amanda
Garrette of Lexington, Tamara Ellis of Roxie, Fredriauna MaeíShaun Lowe of Columbia,
Terry Jaquan Macon of Macon, Jocelyn Cora Morris of Columbia, Carra Morgan Hill of
Petal, Morgan Leigh Brewer of Richton, Shyla Lewis of Hattiesburg; standing, Jodie
Cordell Dixon of Hattiesburg, Tyneisha Mark of Tylertown, Courtney Danielle Echols of

Columbia, Tara Wright of Hattiesburg, Bogin Hu of State Line, Kimberly Creel of
Tylertown, Jeannie Hartfield of Hattiesburg, Candi Yates of Sumrall, Lauren Haley
Cameron and Coy Scott, both of Hattiesburg; Taneisha Lee of Tylertown and Robert B.
Ramsey of Petal. Dr. Melissa Bryant, RN, is chair of the program. Instructors are Danelle
Nunaley, MSN, RN, FNP; Sherri McDonald, MSN, RN; Nancy Gilbert, RN; and Tonya
Harbison, MSN, RN.
PRCC Public Relations photo 

Practical nursing pinning

By LEE BELL
Director of Woodall Center

Workforce training is underway at the
Woodall Center in Hattiesburg.

All of our semester classes kicked off
in August. We have other programs that
are scheduled monthly that will continue
on through the year and we have begun
the process of working with our local
business and industry to provide cus-
tomized training.

Twenty one students started the EMT-
B program on Aug. 2. This program con-
tinues to see high enrollment numbers as
we continue to train people to be
providers of pre-hospital care. 

Our NCCER Level 1 Electrical course
started on Aug. 15 with eight students.
The classroom portion is held at the
Woodall Center and the lab work is
taught on the campus at Hattiesburg High
School.  
n The NCCER Beginning Welding

Class started Aug. 15 with 12 students. 

Again, the classroom portion is taught
at the Woodall Center and the lab work is
completed at the Forrest County Center
welding lab.

Servsafe is a one-day course offered
through the Woodall Center to people in
the food industry to teach proper food
handling and storage procedures. We
have a class scheduled in September and
will have others throughout the year. 

OSHA 10-hour safety is being taught
at the Woodall Center to both individuals
and industry requiring this certification. 

Last September, we moved the CNA
program on the Forrest County Center
under the umbrella of workforce training. 

Since that time, we have offered 16 (3)
week day classes, and three night classes.
Average attendance per class is 13.  

Registration for these classes is now
held at the Woodall Center, while the
class is still held on the Forrest County
Center.
n CRC testing continues to be in de-

mand. The Career Readiness Certificate

is an exam that is offered at the Woodall
Center twice a month for people looking
for jobs with local industry as well as
people looking for jobs as a teacher’s as-
sistant.  

We plan to offer more testing this year
as we include in ABE students and other
students wanting to enter workforce pro-
grams.

Workforce training was recently com-
pleted at South Mississippi Electric
Power Association (SMEPA). 

Some 115 employees recently com-
pleted a Basic Computer Use and
Application course provided by the col-
lege to help employees gain the skills
needed to complete their jobs.

This is just one example of the indus-
try training provided by Pearl River
Community College.

For more information on the classes
mentioned, visit:

www.woodallcenter.com. 
Class schedules and applications can

be found under Educational Programs.  

Woodall Center planning a busy year

Woodall Center located in Hattiesburg Industrial Park.
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New faculty at PRCC

New faculty and staff at Pearl River Community College
gathered for orientation and to get acquainted on Aug. 1.
They include, first row from left, Nikki Page, occupational
therapy instructor at the Forrest County Center; Kristie
Windham, FCC medical radiological instructor; biology in-
structor Krysten Knight, FCC math lab instructor Dr. Amy
Duke, math lab instructor Jamie Amacker, Tyia Brooks, as-
sistant director of financial aid compliance; Emily Sheckells,
First Year Experience orientation coordinator; second row,
FCC adult education instructor Mary Beth Buchanan,
English instructor Jacob Havard, associate degree nursing
instructor Ryan Andrews, FCC welding instructor Jason

Pitts, Ryne Colvin, assistant menís basketball coach; head
baseball coach Michael Avalon, recruiter/advisor Dakota
Dale, Lauren Baker, Student Support Services academic
success coach; third row, adult education instructor
Rebecca Entrekin, Hancock Center adult education instruc-
tor Candice Benoit, FCC learning lab math instructor Hollye
Knight, English instructor Rosemary Davis, men’s soccer
coach Drew Gallant, assistant football coach Zach Lochard,
Crystal Penton, career and technical student services coor-
dinator; assistant football coach Ted Egger. Not pictured:
Assistant football coach Cleo Lemon, instrumentation tech-
nology instructor Dale Miller. PRCC Public Relations photo

Residence hall assistants for 2016-17 are, first row from left, Murilo Hartrump of Hattiesburg, Tristen Warny of Eldon,
Mo., Brandon Scott, Brandi Mann, both of d’Iberville; Jaylin Chambliss of Slidell, La., Christianna Watkins of Sunflower;
Allison Fuller, Alyssa Fuller, both of Carriere; Shyanne Gipson of Kiln, Amanda King of Franklinton, La.; William Bailey of
Eupora, Leighton Gagliano of Hattiesburg, Patrick Scott of d’Iberville, Melanie Snyder of Leakesville, Abbi Henderson of
Richton; third row, Sarah Chatham of Sumrall, Kimberly Koons of Purvis, Elizabeth Flynt of Columbia, Faith Montgomery
of Poplarville, Adam Minton of Brandon, Jacob Blackwell of Horn Lake, Destiny Wesley of LaPlace, La., Krista Robles of
Destrehan, La.; fourth row, LaTedric Carter of Magnolia and William Washington of Hattiesburg. Not pictured are Marcus
McCarthy of Carriere, Denzell McGowan of McComb, Jordan Jackson of Mendenhall, Michael Runnels of Lumberton
and Devin Hedgepeth of Picayune.

Resident hall assistants

PRCC cheerleaders

Maghan James of Hattiesburg has completed
the Education Policy Fellowship Progam
(EPFP) which works to develop a diverse and
collaborative community of strategic leaders
for effective public policy.

James, who was recently named Dean of
Students at Pearl River Community College,
traveled with 17 other Mississippi and four
Alabama community college leaders to
Washington, D.C., to advocate for year-round
Pell Grant aid for students.

“My trip to Washington, D.C., was an unbe-
lievable experience,” James said. “The time
we spent with our Mississippi congressional
and senatorial representatives and their staff

members advocating the importance of year-
round Pell Grants for our students was well re-
ceived. The most important thing we can do as
education professionals is to support our stu-
dents and help them overcome obstacles and
achieve success.”

The group lobbied for flexibility by allowing
students to use Pell Grant funds for summer se-
mesters. Such flexibility helps boost comple-
tion rates giving students an earlier entry into
the workforce as well as helping part-time stu-
dents access the funds.

James and her peers met with 3rd District
Rep. Gregg Harper and the staffs of Sen. Thad
Cochran and 4th District Rep. Steven Palazzo.

The 2016 Wildcat cheerleaders are, first row from left,
Jasmine Clemons of Biloxi, Hana Pitts of Sumrall, Kirtsten
Brunson of Picayune, Jalyn Flowers of Grand Bay, La.;
Carmen Douglas of Sumrall; second row, Haley
McClendon of Poplarville, Reagan Norwood of Biloxi, cap-
tain; Brailey Raphael of Kiln, Rachel Barras of Poplarville,
Ali and Cami White of Zachary, La.; Meghan Moger,

coach; third row, Louis Kruase of Poplarville, Austin
Watson of Picayune, Dylan Ingram of Carriere, Chris
Penton of Kiln, captain; Will Holliday of Poplarville, Dalton
Hedgepeth of Picayune, Juan Hudson of Hattiesburg;
fourth row, Cody Johnson of Petal, mascot Wesley
Fortenberry of Columbia and Holden Beall of Wiggins. Not
pictured is Julius Bowens of Picayune.

James completes fellowship program

Maghan James with Rep.
Gregg Harper,
Congressman for
Mississippi’s 3rd District. 

Thursday, Sept. 22 - Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
Surgical technology information session for prospective stu-

dents, 4-6 p.m., Forrest County Center Allied Health room 119
Wildcat football vs Hinds, 7 p.m, Raymond
Friday, Sept. 23 - Wildcat soccer vs East Central, 5 & 7 p.m.,

Decatur
Friday Funday off campus adventure, TBA
Saturday, Sept. 24 - Lady Wildcat soccer hosts Tyler JC, 5

p.m., PRCC Athletic Complex
Sunday, Sept. 25 - PRCC fall baseball vs Bossier Parish CC, 3

p.m.; Baton Rouge CC, 6 p.m., Southeastern Louisiana
University, Hammond, La.

Monday, Sept. 26 - Online nominations for homecoming court
open in Riverguide, continue through Thursday

SGA Movie Night, 8 p.m., library lawn
Tuesday, Sept. 27 - Wildcat soccer hosts Hinds, 5 & 7 p.m.,

PRCC Athletic Complex
Priority Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
SGA Bingo, 8 p.m., cafeteria
Wednesday, Sept. 28 - Forrest County Center BSU Lunch

Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose room
FCA meeting, 7 p.m., Malone Chapel
Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Thursday, Sept. 29 - Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
Wildcat football hosts Itawamba, 6 p.m., Dobie Holden

Stadium
The Huddle pancake breakfast, after football, BSU
Friday, Sept. 30 - PRCC fall baseball vs Baton Rouge CC, 3

p.m. Delgado, 6 p.m., Nichols State University, Thibodeaux, La.
Wildcat men’s soccer vs Jacksonville, 5 p.m., MGCCC campus
Monday, Oct. 3 - Online election for homecoming court in

Riverguide
Beta Tau Gamma chapter Phi Theta Kappa induction, 6 p.m.,

Forrest County Center multipurpose room
SGA Movie Night, 8 p.m, library lawn
Tuesday, Oct. 4 - Online election for homecoming court in

Riverguide
Allied Health Tour Day for high school students, Forrest

County Center
Wildcat soccer vs Gulf Coast, 5 & 7 p.m., Perkinston
Priority Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
SGA Bingo, 8 p.m, cafeteria
Wednesday, Oct. 5 - Forrest County Center BSU Lunch

Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose room
FCA meeting, 7 p.m., Malone Chapel
Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Thursday, Oct. 6 - Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
PRCC fall baseball vs Jones, 10 a.m., Northwest, 4 p.m.,

Smith-Wills Stadium, Jackson
Wildcat football hosts Southwest, 6 p.m., Dobie Holden

Stadium
The Huddle pancake breakfast, after football, BSU
Friday, Oct. 7 - Wildcat soccer hosts Co-Lin, 5 & 7 p.m.,

PRCC Athletic Complex
Monday, Oct. 10 - Columbus Day holiday, night classes DO

meet
Tuesday, Oct. 11 - Priority Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
SGA Bingo, 8 p.m., cafeteria
Wednesday, Oct. 12 - Forrest County Center BSU Lunch

Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose room
PRCC soccer vs Southwest, 2 & 4 p.m., Summit
FCA meeting, 7 p.m., Malone Chapel
Faculty-staff vs student dodgeball game, 7:30 p.m., Student

Life Center
Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Thursday, Oct. 13 - Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
Friday, Oct. 14 - Friday Funday off campus activity, TBA
Wildcat soccer hosts Meridian, 5 & 7 p.m., PRCC Athletic

Compex
Saturday, Oct. 15 - Wildcat football vs Jones, 2 p.m., Ellisville
Monday, Oct. 17 - David Phelps in concert, 7 p.m.,

Brownstone Center; tickets $45
SGA Movie, 8 p.m., library lawn
Tuesday, Oct. 18 - PRCC soccer vs Jones, 5 & 7 p.m.,

Ellisville
Priority Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
SGA Bingo, 8 p.m., cafeteria
Wednesday, Oct. 19 - Forrest County Center BSU Lunch

Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose room
FCA meeting, 7 p.m., Malone Chapel
Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Thursday, Oct. 20 - Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
Friday, Oct. 21 - PRCC fall baseball vs East Central CC, 10

a.m., Hinds CC, 4 p.m., Pete Taylor Park, Hattiesburg
Saturday, Oct. 22 - Wildcat football vs Gulf Coast, 3:30 p.m.,

Perkinston
Monday, Oct. 24 - SGA movie, 8 p.m., library lawn
Tuesday, Oct. 25 - Priority Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Juan Williams and Cal Thomas Crossroads, 7 p.m.,

Brownstone Center; free tickets
SGA bingo, 8 p.m., cafeteria
Wednesday, Oct. 26 - Forrest County Center BSU Lunch

Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose room
FCA meeting, 7 p.m., Malone Chapel
Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Thursday, Oct. 27 - Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU 
Saturday, Oct. 29 - Homecoming
Sports Hall of Fame induction, 8:45 a.m., Technology Center
Lil Wildcat Cheer Clinic, 9 a.m.-12 p.m., Shivers Gym
PRCC Museum open, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Homecoming Court Meet and Great and Alumni Open House,

10:45 a.m., Alumni Gazebo
Voices ensemble performs, 11 a.m., Alumni Gazebo
Alumni Luncheon, 11:30 a.m., cafeteria
Wildcat football hosts Co-Lin, 2 p.m., Dobie Holden Stadium;

Homecoming Court presentation at halftime

Calendar of events

Rep. Stephen Palazzo, Congressman for Mississippi’s 5th
District, recently showed off his support for Pearl River
Community College while working in his office in
Washington, D.C. 

Go Wildcats
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

n FROM page 1
And even those that did have some help wel-

comed the Wildcats with open arms.
“It’s unbelievable,” said Heidi Cheatwood,

whose home took on approximately four feet
of water and had to be completely gutted.

“We had some of my son’s teammates from
the high school football team come over, but as
you can see, there is just so much to do. (The
Wildcats) are a godsend.”

And some Wildcat players were directly af-
fected by the flooding. Redshirt freshman
Leonard LeBranch said his girlfriend in New
Orleans had to come in and rescue her aunt
from her flooded home in Baton Rouge. 

So when the call came for players to make
the trip, he jumped on it.

“It does hit home,” said LeBranch, a defen-
sive back from New Orleans. “But if we can

help just a little bit, then that’s a positive.”
Although football was the farthest thing

from anyone’s mind on, LeBranch said he
thought the work they did would pay dividends
when the Wildcats tee it up this football sea-
son.

“It’s all about working together, trusting
your teammates and building relationships,”
said LeBranch. “This is a bonding experience,
and I think it will help us when the season
starts.”

Players and coaches helped carry out water-
damaged furniture, knock down molding
walls, pull out soggy insulation and carry off
rubbish, all under a broiling-hot sun that left
everyone covered in sweat.

But when it was all over, the tired Wildcats
could look back on a job well-done.

“This was a good day,” said sophomore wide
receiver Joronnie Hinton of Hattiesburg. 

FLOOD

Pearl River Community College instructors Deanna Holifield, from left, Kira Arthurs and
Robin Nix load flood relief items Aug. 19 that were donated by PRCC colleagues and stu-
dents at the Hancock Center and the Poplarville campus for victims in Louisiana. Arthurs,
who lived in Baton Rouge for six years, will deliver the supplies to shelters, friends in
need and animal shelters. 

Lady Wildcat softball players load flood relief supplies into a Pearl River Community
College trailer Aug. 25. PRCC construction equipment operation instructor Brad Ladner
traveled to several churches in the Poplarville area to collect more supplies to be deliv-
ered Friday to Gonzalez, La. PRCC Public Relations photos

Above, after members of the Lamar County Sheriff’s Department spent a day taking dona-
tions for Louisiana flood victims, PRCC (with truck-driving instructor Daniel Smith) delivered
the supplies to Louisiana in PRCC’s 18 wheeler. Below, Smith (from left), Lamar County
Sheriff Danny Rigel, Lamar County Sheriff’s Department Maj. Brad Weathers and PRCC’s
Dr. Kyle Hill, who is chief of the Northeast Lamar Fire Department, make ready to deliver
the supplies. 

“Thank you to the Wildcat football team and staff for coming to Gonzales, La.
today to help with our flooded homes. Your fine group of young men helped with
repairing our fence. We will forever be Wildcat fans and will be cheering you on
for a successful season. If you play football anything like the love in your hearts;
you can never lose. I’ve already checked your schedule and we will be attending
your homecoming game at the end of October and would love to cook you a pre-
game meal. Thank you for helping us and our neighbors. You kindness, love, and
generosity will never be forgotten. We love you guys.” 

A Facebook post from Greg and Stephanie Aultman Lambert, Gonzales, La.

A big ‘thank you’ from Gonzales, La.
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Students gather in the Alumni Gazebo on Aug. 26 for an ice cream social sponsored by
the Student Alumni Association.

Students gather around the bonfire Sept. 7 after the pep rally for the Wildcat football and
soccer teams.

Austin Arabie of Carriere, left, and Claire Jennings of Hattiesburg relax in Arabie’s ham-
mock one day this fall semester. Juan Hudson of Oak Grove balances on the back of a
bench to talk to them.

Campus scenes Back to School Bash

Above, Enjoying the Back 2 School Bash on Aug. 23 are Destiny Anderson of Pass
Christian, from left, Shayla Lee of Pearlington, Alana Verdon of Bay St. Louis, Cabrein
Bell of Pearlington and Roger Lowe of Oak Grove. Below, Students go through the food
line at the Back 2 School Bash at the Student Life Center.

Left, Dr. Amy Townsend, director
of the Student Success Center,
paints McKaylin Townsend’s
hand so the freshman from
Madison came leave her hand-
print on the wall of the Student
Life Center.
Below, Caleb Kinchens of
Carriere, from left, Kimberly
Coons of Hattiesburg, Ryan
McRaney and Colby Cook, both
of Sumrall, play Frisbie during
the Back 2 School Bash. 
PRCC Public Relations photos

Football game day fun and activities

Tailgating in the south end one at Dobie Holden Stadium was a popular attraction for last week’s home opener against East Central. 

Above, two-year-old Craig Chambers digs into his food at a
tailgate tent. He is the son of Student Success Center em-
ployee Whitney Chambers, left. Below, family of defensive
back Joseph Williams of Breaux Bridge, La., set up under
the trees to cook red beans and sausage before the game.

Above, Julianna Brumfield, 9, gets her face painted. She is
the daughter of Amanda Brumfield who works in the office
of Dr. Martha Lou Smith. Below, Nicholas Watkins of
Beaumont watches Jacob Wrinkle of Carriere tend to pork
chops they grilled at the Student Life Center tailgate.

Above, Michelle Owen, secretary to the president, encour-
ages her 2-year-old daughter Mallorie, to get in the Mickey
Park jumping tent. Beside her is her niece, Journie Spence,
daughter of alumni coordinator Traci Spence. Below, Kids
romp in the jumping tents in the Kids’ Zone tailgating area.
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2016 Spirit of the River marching band

Members of the 2016 Spirit of the River marching band
are:
Drum majors - Hanna Eckie of Petal, William Leuba of
Picayune, Olivia Conley of Gulfport and Alyssa Fuller of
Carriere.
Color guard - Co-capt. Courtney Sones, Rebecca Barrett,
Morgan Runyan, Savannah Herty, Savanna Blansett,
Abigail Cooper and Jenny Bond, all of Carriere; Kiaitlyn
Stampley, Lexi Eaton and India Dedeaux, all of Poplarville;
Capt. Courtney King and Garyn Miller, both of Columbia;
Jessica Bissell and Andrea Martin, both of Picayune; Co-
capt. Elizabeth McDaniel of Sandy Hook, Raven White of
díIberville, Jabrena Terrell of Laurel, Heather Shows of
Kiln, Melana Callendar of Brookhaven, Jakilah Barkis of
New Albany and Lashanda Myers of Bassfield.
String of Pearls - Co-capt. Anna Breeland, Tavari Gray,
Katy Fuller, Hayle Shoemake, Lt. Abby Russell, Brittney
Ladner, Lt. Madden Stockstill and Abby Montgomery, all of
Picayune; Capt. Kristi Smith of Carriere and Carolyn
Willis, both of Carriere; Adelina Fried, Alyssa Ragas and
Cassady Compretta, all of Bay St. Louis; Katelyn Brown of
Richton, Lindsey Hooge of Clinton, La., Megan Wright of
Wiggins and Ellen Hall of Purvis.
Flutes - Aubrey Witsell of Poplarville, Heather Estis of
Picayune, Megan Mischler of Sumrall, Heather Peavy of
Columbia, Krista Foxworth and Dakota Behsman, both of
Foxworth.
Clarinets - Amber Patterson, Kristen Blackwell and
Jenna, all of Picayune; Sarah Smith and Kat Cable, both
of Poplarville; Daquila Baker of McNeill, Cameron
Foxworth of Oak Grove, Samantha Lee of Petal, Alexis

Williams of Mt. Olive, Natasha Pierson of Columbia,
Shakeda McGill of Mendenhall and Ashley Smith of
Hattiesburg.
Alto saxes - Curtis Peters and Michael Clark, both of
Columbia; Anthony Nutter and Alexandria Irais, both of
Kiln; Matthew Merrell and Darian Hargess, both of
Poplarville; Amanda McKeny of díIberville, Jacob
McNeese of Picayune, Zachary Clark of Foxworth, Cole
Cos of Kokomo, Josiah Hicks of Taylorsville, Brittany
Tribble of Kiln and Keenan Jacobs of Pearlington.
Tenor saxes - Scott Nguyen of Picayune and Jonathan
Masters of Purvis.
Trumpets - Cody Johnson of Poplarville, Austin Rester
and Alexis Tynes, all of Poplarville; Kyle Whitfield and
Christian Arcement, both of Picayune; Sasha Masino and
Brian Broom, both of Columbia; Ayana Williams and
Lyman Tate, both of Gulfport; Cammie Moree of Sumrall,
DeMoynedre` Morgan of Hattiesburg, Chase Mitchell of
Wade, Peyton Stephens of Carriere and Briton Meadows
of Pass Christian.
Mellophones - Alex Byrd and Ariana Thompson, both of
Columbia; Patrick Holcomb and Olivia Segari, both of
Picayune; and Curtis Crosby of Pass Christian. 
Baritones William Bailey of Eupora, Lane Smith of
Hattiesburg, Victoria Dewease of Purvis, Taylor Guillery of
Picayune, Nicodemus Ratcliffe of Kiln and Jalon Wilks of
Columbia.
Trombones - Brandon Belk and Ricky Marking, both of
Columbia; Tristan Baggett of Picayune, Vincent Canoy of
Pass Christian, Christian Hinkel of Hurley, Alberto
Maroyogni of Bay St. Louis, Jason Clark of Covington,

Candice Foxworth of Foxworth, Kenneth Bellamy of
Poplarville and Garrett Pittman of Gulfport.
Tubas - Chayse Dorn, Timothy Moss and Kadar Beverly,
all of Picayune; Anthony Especto of Ocean Springs, David
Rollins and Jay Brown, both of Columbia; Alandus Nelson
of Bassfield, Brandon Murray of Carriere, Keveon
Montgomery of Oak Grove, Cade Evans of Bay St. Louis
and Miles Dedeaux of Poplarville.
Front ensemble - Hope Cook, Aaron McKenzie and Cody
King, all of Columbia; LeighAnne Howe of Wiggins,Travis
Stennett of Kiln, Phillip Drake McElveen of Bogalusa, La.;
Hunter Turk of Diamondhead, Brantlay Welsh of Petal and
Matt Parham of Sumrall.
Snare drums - Jalon Cooper of Columbia, Jacob Richey
of Picayune, Joseph Heitzmann of Waveland and Kinnon
Ulmer of Sumrall.
Tenor drums - Kaleb Sweet and Cole Peterson, both of
Picayune; Lekan Akinyokunbo and Isaiah Rodriquez, both
of Columbia; and Chris Smith of Kiln.
Bass drums - Dante` Benoit of Bay St. Louis, Michael
Womack, Mason Tyne, Caleb Grays and Gabriel Ericson,
all of Poplarville.
Managers - Adam Spiers, Allison Fuller and Victoria Voss,
of Carriere; Allen Boutwell, Shiloh Stampley, Brandon Ford
and Jasheri Allen, all of Columbia; Haley Lajaunie and
Justin Prisock, both of Poplarville; Noah Gill of Diamond-
head, Charlie Pardew of Purvis, Brook Dean of Foxworth.
Directors - Dr. Kyle Hill, director of bands; Michael Bass
and Reuben McDowell, assistant directors; Kara Fleming,
String of Pearls director; Brandon Hutchison and Brandon
Bourgeois, percussion instructors 

Above left, Curtis Peters of Columbia and the Spirit of the River close the halftime show
with a soprano saxophone solo on Song for You. Above right, Tristan Baggett of Picayune
takes the solo on Fever. Below, Drum majors Olivia Conley of Gulfport, from left, Hanna
Eckie of Petal, Alyssa Fuller of Carriere and William Leuba of Picayune salute as the
Spirit of the River plays the national anthem under the direction of Dr. Kyle Hill.

Spirit of the River performs in home opener

Above, the String of Pearls dancers jump during their pregame performance to the
Megan Trainer hit, Lips Are Moving. Below, Soloist Chase Mitchell of Wade and the Spirit
of the River open the Ray Charles halftime tribute with Georgia.
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2016 - 2017 Season2016 - 2017 Season
October 17October 17

David PhelpsDavid Phelps

Nov. 19Nov. 19
Marty Stuart & SuperlativesMarty Stuart & Superlatives

October 25October 25
Crossroads Honors LectureCrossroads Honors Lecture

with Juan Williams & Cal Thomaswith Juan Williams & Cal Thomas

November 29November 29
Christmas VespersChristmas Vespers

December 10-11December 10-11
The NutcrackerThe Nutcracker

March 23March 23
The Heart Behind the MusicThe Heart Behind the Music

March 2March 2
Honors LectureHonors Lecture

Of Wardrobes and RingsOf Wardrobes and Rings

for tickets or information go tofor tickets or information go to
www.brownstonecenter.comwww.brownstonecenter.com

or callor call
601-403-1180601-403-1180

Kevin
Costner
visits PRCC
Above, Kevin Costner and
Modern West played to a
packed house at the
Brownstone Center on Aug.
26. Left, Costner made his
way to the stage through
the auditorium as fans took
photos and tried to shake
hands.
PRCC Public Relations
photos

Mississippi Symphony Orchestra

The Mississippi Symphony
Orchestra, conducted by Crafton
Beck, performs on Sept. 12 at
the Brownstone Center for the
Arts. The concert marked the
symphony’s third appearance at
PRCC. Left, Percussionist Jason
Mathena plays a bird whistle as
the orchestra performs “In the
Jelly Doughnut Woods Polka” by
Johann Strauss. Above, Piccolo
players Cheri Waite, from left,
Gayle Entrekin and Amulet
Strange are featured as the or-
chestra plays John Philip
Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes
Forever.” 

Above, an official hands the ceremonial coin to Wildcat supporter Dub “Paw Paw” Herring
of Picayune as the team captains wait for the coin toss. Below, wide receiver Matt Eaton
and First Year Seminar Coordinator Lisa Palchak, right, wave as they are introduced as an
impact player and the employee who has influenced him. Also honored were, from left, line-
backer Randy Hogan and Curriculum Enhancement Coordinator Maggie Smith and defen-
sive lineman Keyshaun Simmons and Foundation accountant Shana Breerwood.

Game Day honors

Donovan Trudell, 13, of Picayune was named Junior
Wildcat of the Game. He is battling cancer at St. Jude’s
Children’s Hospital and was unable to attend.
Representing him were, from left, Keith Gaston of
Picayune, Aunt Judy Fowler of Poplarville, sister Zoe
Woods, grandmother Joyce Brumfield of Picayune, brother
Edgerrin Trudell, Aunt Fay Alexander of Poplarville and
cousin Jalicia Brumfield of Picayune. 

Fan of the
Game
Erin
Breland of
Poplarville

The String of Pearls perform at half time.

String of Pearls in action

To nominate a fan of 
the game, go to:
wildcatway@prcc.edu 
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Dr. Adam Breerwood, vice president for the Poplarville campus and the Hancock Center,
cuts the ribbon to officially open the Pearl River Community College Ropes Course on
Aug. 26. Participating in the ceremony are, from left, cheerleader coach Megan Moger,
Dr. Ed Pinero, career techical education director; volunteer Jack Grubbs of Poplarville,
Maghan James, dean of students; volunteer Lynn Grubbs of Poplarville, Jamie Dixon,
Wellness Center assistant director; Randy Henry, utlility lineman instructor; Dr. Tara
Rouse, Wellness Center director; Police Chief Doug Rowell and Ernie Lovell,
Development Foundation director. Below, Jamie Dixon and Dr. Breerwood try to change
places without falling off the log during the opening of the Ropes Course. PRCC Public
Relations photos

PRCC ropes and obstacle
course opens in ceremony

Pearl River Community College officially
opened its Wildcat Wellness Ropes and
Obstacle Course on Aug. 26.

The course will be used by students in the
First Year Seminar courses along with campus
organizations and community groups, said Dr.
Tara Rouse, Wellness Center director.

The Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Mississippi Foundation awarded PRCC a grant
of $198,171 in September 2015 for the Wildcat
Wellness Initiative. Of that, $25,000 was used
for the ropes course and $10,300 for the obsta-
cle course.

“I guarantee students will take a lot out of this
that they’ve never experienced,” said Dr. Adam
Breerwood, vice president for the Poplarville
campus and Hancock Center. “This is better
than I expected.”

The ropes course stations require communi-
cation and teamwork to be conquered.

“Each element has its secrets to making it
work,” said Police Chief Doug Rowell, who
built most of the course along with utility line-

man instructor Randy Henry.
Both are among the 12 faculty and staff mem-

bers trained as instructors for the course.
The course will aid in teaching freshmen the

concept of GRIT - growth mindset, resilience,
instinct and tenacity, said Lisa Palchak, First
Year Seminar coordinator.

“The activity we’ve chosen is going to frus-
trate them,” she said. “They’re probably going
to have to start over a few times. We’re trying to
communicate that in school they’ll probably hit
some bumps along the way and have to be re-
silient.”

The Wellness Center also sponsored the
Wildcat Initiative Obstacle Course Run after
classes on Aug. 29. Among the community
groups registered to participate were the
Poplarville Fire Department, Pearl River
County Sheriff’s Department SWAT team and
the Mississippi Mud Pirates running organiza-
tion.

For more information about the course and its
use, contact Rouse at 601 403-1342. 

The River Navigators are Pearl River Community College’s student recruiting team. They
are, seated from left, Jasmine Boddie of Sandy Hook, Anna Breland of Poplarville, Jordan
Reynolds of Petal, Caroline Whitfield of Picayune, Rachel Barras and Caylen Beall, both
of Poplarville; standing, Khalil Yelding of Daphne, Ala., Devin Hedgepeth of Picayune,
Garyn Miller and Christina Herrin, both of Columbia; Taylor Martinolich of Picayune,
Rachel Hope of Jayess, Madison Peco of Franklinton, La., and Levi Sumrall of Purvis.
Not pictured are Kirsten Brunson, Madden Stockstill and Hayle Shoemake, all of
Picayune, and Jordan Mims of Pascagoula. PRCC Public Relations photo

2016 River Navigators

Students in the First Year Seminar course make their way through the Dreamcatcher ex-
ercise at the ropes course.

By JAMIE DICKSON
Assistant Director/Wellness Center

This fall semester has brought many new op-
portunities to the Poplarville campus. 

These opportunities bring a new style of “ex-
ercise” to all that elect to participate. 

On Aug. 26, the Wellness Center, along with
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Mississippi
Foundation, held a ribbon cutting ceremony for
the new Wildcat Wellness Ropes and Obstacle
course. A grant from the Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Mississippi Foundation made this new
addition possible.  

On Aug. 29, the Wellness Center held its first
half-mile Wildcat Wellness Obstacle Course
Run. Approximately 40 students and members
of the community formed teams and competed
in the run.

Also, a five-man team from the MS Mud
Pirates completed the obstacle course and fin-
ished at first place.

This obstacle course is open to all PRCC stu-
dents and the community, once a participant in-
formation and release of liability has been
signed at the Wellness Center. 

For information or to set up a challenge with
your friends, come by the Wellness Center and
we’ll get you started.  

We want to encourage students and commu-

nity members to join in on a group fitness class.
We have a new class added to the schedule this
semester.
n Pop Up is a full body workout that incorpo-

rates both cardio and toning and includes a vari-
ety of exercise styles, such as Tabata, Cardio-
kickboxing, Ab Blaster, and more. 

Pop Up is led by group fitness instructor,
Meghan Moger and meets every Tuesday and
Thursday at 4:15 p.m.

If you’re looking to relieve stress and enjoy a
little relaxing, you should try Kay Kammer’s
Relaxation class. Relaxation is a 30-minute,
calming class that incorporates deep breathing
exercises and resting actions.

Relaxation meets every Monday and
Wednesday at noon. 
n Other classes include, Zumba Gold and

Zumba, Pilates, Kung Fu, Yoga, Silver
Sneakers, and Circuit. Pick up a group fitness
class schedule at the Wellness Center.  
n The Wildcat Wellness Bike program con-

tinues this semester. Bike rentals are available
for students at $50 cost and can be rented at the
Wildcat Den. This rental includes a bike, lock,
and a helmet.   

If you have yet to visit the Wildcat Wellness
Center, come by soon for a tour. We’ll show you
different ways you can incorporate exercise into
your daily routine. Call us a 601-403-1340.  

Wellness Center offers
a full range of events

The residence life office sponsored a Cribz
Contest the last week of August to find stu-
dents who are creative in decorating their resi-
dence hall rooms.

Six rooms in Forrest Hall were entered. All
of those residents received a t-shirt for partici-
pating.

They are Anna Breeland and Abigayle
Russell, both of Picayune; Jordan Reynolds of
Petal and Claire Jennings of Hattiesburg;

Raleigh Bradley and Brittany Bright, both of
Laurel; Alyssa Ragas of Waveland, Christina
Herrin of Columbia and Hailey Riley of
Oakvale; and Briana Maddox of Sumrall.
n Left photo, Raleigh Bradley and Brittany

Bright, both of Laurel, created a living room
area in their room.
n Right photo, Christina Herrin of Columbia

and Hailey Riley of Oakvale decorated their
room in shades of pink with a floral motif.

Cribz contest

By TONIA MOODY
Director of Admissions/Records

Simply because someone has a disability, that
is no excuse to give up on a dream.

According to the 2010 Census, 20 percent of
Americans have a diagnosed disability. One out
of every five people has some type of disability
and one in 10 people has a severe disability.

What does that mean; in our daily lives we
will encounter someone with a disability,
whether it is obvious or hidden. With support,
people can overcome even severe disabilities
while maximizing their abilities and lead fulfill-
ing and productive lives, not only
contributing to their own welfare,
but also enriching the rest of society
in innumerable ways. 

So let’s look at some famous and
influential people who have a diag-
nosed disability and went on to
achieve great success.  

Of course we all have heard of
Helen Keller, a very influential
deaf/blind individual. Helen Keller
was not born with a disability; it was
an illness she contracted at 19
months of age that caused her disabil-
ity.  

Helen Keller was the first person to graduate
college who was deaf/blind. She graduated
Radcliffe College with a Bachelor of Arts
Degree cum laude in 1904. She was best known
as being an advocate for people with disabili-
ties.  

Most of us, at least in my age range, are famil-
iar with Stevie Wonder who is recognized
worldwide as a singer-songwriter, multi-instru-
mentalist, and record producer. Despite being
born blind, he was signed with Motown
Records at age 12 and continues to perform and
record for the label to this day. 

While we look at famous people with visual
impairments, let’s look at Claude Monet, a fa-
mous French impressionist painter.  He contin-
ued to paint even as he lost his vision.

In the last decade of his life, nearly blind, he
painted some of his most famous paintings.

Mood disorders affect approximately seven
percent of Americans. Demi Lovato, Catherine
Zeta-Jones and Jean-Claude Van Damme have
been diagnosed with bipolar disorder.  

One of the most beloved princesses of our
time, Diana Princess of Wales, had many strug-
gles with depression, which led her to the eating
disorder bulimia nervosa. 

Billy Joel, a singer, pianist, and songwriter,
has won 6 Grammys and is in both the song-

writer’s Hall of Fame and the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame. He has top ten hits in the 70’s,
80’s and 90’s which is quite rare for any pop
artist. He has battled against depression and
tried to commit suicide by drinking furniture
polish on one occasion. 

According to the Epilepsy Foundation, ap-
proximately 3 million Americans suffer from
epilepsy or seizure disorder.  Despite this num-
ber, many people who suffer from this condition
are embarrassed when they have a seizure. 

The famous actor Danny Glover, who starred
in both Lethal Weapon and Predator 2, suffers
from both dyslexia and epilepsy. His first

epileptic seizure began when he was
15 years old. 

Michelangelo, sculptor of many of
the most renowned sculptures of all
times and great painter, including
painting the Sistine Chapel, was said
to have suffered from epilepsy.  

Learning disabilities affect approx-
imately 10 percent of the population.  

It has been recorded that George
Washington, the first president of the
United States, could not spell, even
into adulthood.  It is said that his

brother once told him to survey the
back woods because he thought that would be
an appropriate career for him.  

We all know what he accomplished for him-
self and the United States.  Other United States
Presidents with learning disabilities include
Thomas Jefferson, Woodrow Wilson, and Vice
President Nelson Rockefeller.  

Famous people with learning disabilities in-
clude Orlando Bloom, Michael Phelps, Tom
Cruise, Steven Spielberg, and Justin
Timberlake.  

The creator of the Disney Empire, Walt
Disney, had what they referred to then as a cog-
nitive impairment, now it would be called
dyslexia.  
n At PRCC, we want to see every student

succeed and are constantly encouraging stu-
dents to pursue opportunities. 

If you have a disability, know you can con-
tribute to society in some way. 

Employers across the country are diversifying
their workforce by hiring talented employees
with disabilities. 

If I can get just one point across, it is to not be
embarrassed if you have a disability. Asking for
help is a strength not a weakness.   

For information about Disability Services at
PRCC, contact Tonia Moody, ADA
Coordinator, at 601-403-1060.

Disability Services at PRCC
stand ready to help students

Moody

The PRCC barbering program opened its floor Monday. Hours are 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Faculty, staff and military with valid identification can receive free haircuts. Students pay $1 for haircuts and the price for the public is $3.
Other prices vary according to the service. All services are done under the supervision of instructor Tyrone McLaurin.
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Students in the Pearl River Community College cosmetology program graduated June 28
in a ceremony held on the Poplarville campus. They are, front row from left, Heidi Hines
and Mallory Comeaux, both of Poplarville; Brandi Mann of d’Iberville, Leaja Batimon of
Columbia, Caroline Sampson of Carriere, Shainah Chabert of Purvis, Kamryne Watson of
Sandy Hook; back row, Haili Myrick of Poplarville, Emily Lowe of Carriere, Brelyn Hoda of
Pass Christian, Kathryn Bailey of Eupora, Michelle Maloney of Sumrall and Maria
Fletcher of Columbia. Michelle Patterson is the cosmetology instructor.

Barbering, cosmetology students Bridge to College program

The PRCC barbering class graduated June 28 during a ceremony at Malone Chapel on
the Poplarville campus. Graduates are, from left, Christopher Goree Jr. of Hattiesburg,
Michael Salvato of Gulfport, Alisa McGlocklin of Collins, Ashley Bush of Bay St. Louis and
James Porbin of New Augusta. Not pictured is Janaya Marshall of Bay St. Louis.
Instructor is Tyrone McLaurin. PRCC Public Relations photos

Students in the Pearl River Community College practical nursing pro-
gram in Poplarville received their pins and diplomas July 28 during a
ceremony at the Ethel Holden Brownstone Center for the Arts.
Graduates are, first row from left, Hannah Hutchinson* of Slidell, La.,
Ursula Hatfield* of Poplarville, Ashley Fairley* of Wiggins, Shonderlon
Dillon* of Tylertown, Noelle Cooke* of Bay St. Louis, Julia Brown* of
Carriere, Valerie Baradell of Picayune, Megan Alexander of Carriere;
second row, Jasmine Matthews*, Paula Lucas* and Jualissa Knight*,

all of Columbia; Tavie Kekko of Poplarville, Ebony Jones* of
Hattiesburg, Sara Jackson* of Columbia, Kimberly Jackson* of Biloxi;
third row, Danielle Williams of Picayune, Cai Smith* of Sumrall,
Jessica Sampson of Hattiesburg, Jennifer Reid of Lumberton, Shakiria
Pittman* of Sumrall, Ranee Morgan* of Picayune and Sharnay Mills*
of Lumberton. Not pictured is Crystal Van Buren* of Picayune. An *
denotes membership in the National Association of Licensed Practical
Nursing Honor Society. PRCC Public Relations photo 

Poplarville practical nursing program

Above left, Caroline Vidrine of Slidell, La., left, received the Outstanding Achievement in
Community College Survivial Skills Award from instructor Angie Barber in the Student
Support Services Bridge to College program at Pearl River Community College. Above
right, Craig Barnes of Poplarville was named the Outstanding Student. Director Georgia
Field presented the award. Below left, Nasaya Cox of Picayune, left, received the
Outstanding Achievement in English Award from instructor Lois McDonald. Below right,
Kyle Torrence of Poplarville, left, received the Outstanding Achievement in Math Award
from instructor Craig Carrigee. PRCC Public Relations photos

The Pearl River Community College Film
Production class recently hosted the Poplarville
High School Digital Media class for a film pro-
duction workshop. 

The class spent the first part of the day learn-
ing how to set up and operate a digital camera,
how to light a set and how to record sound for a
scene from a short film they shot during the sec-
ond half of the day. 

“The class was a very eager group, ready to
learn all they could about film production,” said
Ronn Hague, PRCC film production instructor.
“They worked in all the roles of a film crew,
from assistant director to grips - they did it all.
We trained them for the first two hours and after
that, we turned them loose on the set. They just
got it and ran with it.”

PHS digital media instructor Donna Baxter
has brought her class to PRCC for three years.

“Mr. Hague’s workshop is the single most an-

ticipated day of instruction for me every year,”
she said. “The students learn as much in a day at
the sound stage as they can learn in two weeks
of structured class time, and many of the them
leave there with a new-found passion for careers
in the film industry that they didn’t even know
existed.

“It’s proof of the importance of field trips
even if the students must miss a day of regular
classes to attend.”

The day was very informative, said student
Eadie Keenan.

“It provided us with a great first experience in
film production,” said Eadie Keenan.

Triston Lee learned a lot and had fun at the
same time, he said. “I want to do this for a liv-
ing,” said Taylor Davis.

The class of 20 is the largest group of PHS
students to spend the day on campus, Hague
said. 

PHS students learn film
production at Pearl River

Poplarville High School digital media students who trained for a day at Pearl River
Community College are, front row from left, Rylee Nukem, Keegan Swain, Hope Necaise,
Eadie Keenan, Elizabeth Burge, Katilyn Mason, Ashley Jordan; second row, PRCC film
production instructor Ronn Hague, Marissa Diamond, Daniel Knoll, Taylor Davis, Triston
Lee, Dominic Shubert, and DeAnna Bullen; third row, Peyton Whitten, Dylan Rosenbaum,
Josh Davis, Autumn Terry, Marcus Holt, Chandler Jordan, and Cody Hickman. PRCC
Public Relations photo

River Rewards winner

Voter registration

Congratulations to Amanda Brumfield, secretary/schedule & graduation clerk to the Vice
President for General Education & Technology Services. She was selected to receive the
August River Rewards prize, a Michel Design Works Tuscan Grove Vanity Tray/Shea
Butter Hand Soap/Moisturizing Soaps and Lotion with Felt Tote Bag, presented to her by
Dr. William Lewis on behalf of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation includes
Dr. Scott Alsobrooks (right), Vice President for Workforce and Economic Development;
and Traci Spence (second from right), coordinator of Alumni Services and Foundation
Administrative Assistant; both River Rewards Committee members. 

The PRCC salon will open Sept. 26,
in the physical plant building.

Hours will be 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday through
October. Beginning in November, the
salon will be open Monday through
Thursday.

Students perform the cosmetology
services under the close supervision of
instructor Michelle Patterson. 

A sample of the student prices in-
clude:
n Haircut, $4; free haircuts for mil-

itary.
n Beard or mustache trim, $2.
n Shampoo and blow dry or wrap,

$4; shampoo and roller set, twist
braids, fingerwave or scrunch, $6;
shampoo and spiral or twist set, $7. 
n Braids, dreads or cornrows, $17.
n Facial, $13; brow or lip waxing,

$2.
n Permanent wave or jeri curl, $13;

spiral or piggy back, $18.
n Permanent color, $10; highlights,

$12; two-color highlights, $15.
n Manicure, $3; pedicure, $20.
Faculty and staff receive free servic-

es with the exception of chemical
services which will be charged at half
of the student rate.

For appointments, telephone 601
403-1247. Walk-ins are welcomed.

Salon opens
on Sept. 26

April Lollar from Coast Electrical Power Association takes a photo of PRCC student
Denise Amaya of Hattiesburg who registered to vote Sept. 13 at Crosby Hall. Also regis-
tering are Bryson Medious and Allie Sikes, both of Columbia. Helping with the registration
drive is Zeneta John from the Pearl River County circuit clerk’s office and Sherri Bevis
from the Secretary of State’s office.
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Education makes up a third of the compo-
nents required to improve Mississippi’s future,
Lt. Gov Tate Reeves said Aug. 8 at Pearl River
Community College.

Fiscal responsibility, a tax code that encour-
ages economic development and improving ed-
ucational attainment levels are key to his first
priority - bringing jobs to Mississippi, he said.

Reeves spoke during PRCC’s annual profes-
sional development session for faculty and staff
before the start of the fall semester. 

“We must be willing to invest in education at
all levels,” he said. 

Reeves listed several benchmarks he said
show Mississippi is moving in the right direc-
tion:
n $400 million more was appropriated for

public education this year than the year before
Reeves took office in 2012.
n Community college funding in fiscal year

2016 showed a $36 million increase over FY
2012.
n The legislature has consolidated 13 school

districts.
“We need to spend more money in the class-

room instead of in the district offices,” Reeves

said. 
n Mississippi’s graduation rate has increased

almost 10 percent in the past 10 years. 
n The state was the only one in the country

to record significant improvement in fourth
grade reading and math scores.

“Really, really good things are happening,”
Reeves said. “We ought to celebrate. We ought
to talk about it. The people who deserve the
credit are the teachers, the administrators, the
parents and the kids. Once expectations were
raised, they met them.”

Community colleges, along with the K-12
and higher education systems, hold the keys to
the state’s future, he said.

If you’re focused on what’s best for the stu-
dents, good things will occur,” Reeves said.

Dr. Andrea Mayfield, executive director of
the Mississippi Community College Board,
spoke from the perspective of a first-generation
college student.

“I came to realize the impact education has,
not only on myself, but on others,” she said. “I
have made a career of it. I know education
works. Without education, people have a hard
time.”

Above, Dr. Andrea Mayfield,
executive director of the
Mississippi Community
College Board, talks on
Aug. 8 to Pearl River
Community College faculty
and staff.
Left, Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves
addresses the faculty and
staff at PRCC.
PRCC Public Relations
photos

Professional
development
sessions

PRCC employees hear Reeves call
for more education investment

Above, PRCC alumnus
Kendale Lumpkins of
Hattiesburg signs a copy of
his book, Wrecked But Not
Totaled, for Dr. Amy
Townsend Aug. 23 at the
Wildcat Den bookstore at
Pearl River Community
College. Nurse Susie Hall
visits with Chadwick
Foundation of Columbia, a
childhood friend of
Lumpkins’ and also a PRCC
alumnus.
Left, Lumpkins, a Columbia
native, talks with Dean of
Students Maghan James
who played softball at
PRCC when Lumpkins was
the student manager in
2004. Lumpkins gained in-
ternet fame as the
Barbershop Preacher. 
PRCC Public Relations
photos

PRCC book signing

The Pearl River County Home Builders Association presented a $12,000 check to Pearl
River Community College on Sept. 7. The money is to be used for scholarships for stu-
dents in programs related to home building. Pictured are, front row from left, Dr. Scott
Alsobrooks, PRCC vice president for workforce and economic development; association
founding member Mark Wallace, association president Dennis Collier, association execu-
tive officer Judy Lessere, association board member Bob Wedge; back row, PRCC draft-
ing instructor Rodney Clark, association secretary Scott White, Dr. Ed Pinero, PRCC di-
rector of career-technical education; Dr. Adam Breerwood, PRCC vice president for the
Poplarville campus and Hancock Center; and PRCC drafting instructor Jesse Walker.
PRCC Public Relations photo

Home Builders scholarships

Carriere women rediscover artistic talents
Casual conversation at a water aerobics class

led to three Carriere women renewing their in-
terest in art and improving their techniques
through classes at Pearl River Community
College.

As they exercised, Annette Lestremau over-
heard Diane Richard and Gail Sheasby talking
about enrolling in a class a year ago.

“I turned around and said, ‘May I
come with you?’,” Lestremau said. 

The three have been taking art
classes from PRCC instructor
Charleen Null for a year and current-
ly have works on display in the
Moody Hall gallery.

“I was thrilled to find someone
who likes to do what I do,” Sheasby
said.

The women frequently are joined
by 92-year-old Carol Moses and all
have been active in the Senior Center
in Picayune.

Although they haven’t taken art classes in
years, three of the women have had formal

training.
Moses studied art and art history at Louisiana

State University, Sheasby studied under New
Orleans artists Carl Cramer and Greg Chappell
and Lestremau attended the John McCrady
School of Art in New Orleans.

“I did a little bit in Virginia, but it wasn’t
classes,” Richard said. 

The show also includes jewelry
made by Doris Howard of
Poplarville, who once worked at
Pearl River. She has been exploring
many genres of arts and crafts and
currently is focusing on making
necklaces and earrings from
eggshells and alcohol inks.

“The outcome is a heavily textured
surface with rich colors,” she said. 

Their works are on display in the art
gallery on the first floor of Moody Hall

on the PRCC campus in Poplarville.
The exhibit will be up through the end of October
and will be open for viewing during homecoming
on Saturday, Oct. 29.

Howard

Left, Art students Annette Lestremau, from left, Diane Richard and Gail Sheasby, all of
Carriere, stand in front of some of their work on display in Moody Hall. Right, Lestremau,
from left, Richard and Sheasby work on assignments in the painting class they are taking
at Pearl River Community College.

Art classes at PRCC

By CANDACE HARPER
Director of Bookstore Services

As director of the Wildcat Den Bookstore and
Gift Shop, countless hours are completed re-
searching ways we can equip our students with
the most up-to-date and advanced learning tech-
nology.

Many people still enjoy the traditional text-
books and they work wonderful for all types of
learning platforms, but technology and indus-
tries are paving a way for new advances in the
way “information” is obtained.

Trends are being set by publishers and indus-
tries that encourage the use of a digital atmos-
phere to allow students an opportunity to learn
the world of information technology. 

An article in The Atlantic interviewed many
economists on what college students can do to
“future-proof” their careers.

All answers led back to technology - under-
standing how to use, facilitate, manage, and
read online data is a priority; interpret online in-
formation in e-format; and adapt to changes in
the technological environment. 

We know that the use of technology is not fa-
vorable for all students, nor is it easy to use.
Change is never easy to accept, but those who
adapt to change and learn to use the materials
that surround them will indeed be successful.

When mobile technology is readily available
in the classroom, students are able to access the
most up-to-date information quicker and easier
than ever before. 

Technology helps the teachers prepare stu-
dents for the real world environment. As our na-
tion becomes increasingly more technology-de-
pendent, it becomes even more necessary that to
be successful citizens, students must learn to be
tech-savvy. 

Wildcat Den helps students 
future-proof their careers

Corey Willis
(standing) and
Christian
Powell review
their eBook
and lab book
recently in the
Wildcat Den
Bookstore.

By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Assistant VP, Hancock Center

A new science lab will be constructed this
semester and will be completed in time for the
spring semester. For the first time, lab sciences
will be offered at the Hancock Center.
n The Hancock Center will host a

series of lectures this semester. The
dates for the upcoming lectures.

Tuesday Sept. 20 - noon: Faculty
Lecture

“A Sign of the Times: Science
Fiction and the Conscience of
Society”

Helene Goldstein Greene -
Instructor of History
Hancock/Poplarville

Thursday, Oct. 6 - noon: Guest
Lecture

“Dirt Eating: A Southern Taste - A
Fascinating Look at a Misunderstood
Tradition” - Dr. Deanne Stephens Nuwer

Associate Dean, Arts and Letters - Gulf
Coast Associate Professor of History,
University of Southern Mississippi - Gulf

Coast
Executive Director - Gulf Coast Historical

Association
Monday Oct. 17 - noon: Faculty Lecture
“Space Exploration in the 21st Century:

Juno, New Horizons, and the Search for
Exoplanets”

Craig Carrigee - Instructor of
Mathematics and Physics
Hancock/Poplarville

Thursday, Nov. 10 - noon: Guest
Lecture

“The Amazon of North America:
Biodiversity on the Mississippi Gulf
Coast”

Ms. Erin Parker - Programs
Director

Pascagoula River Audubon
Center - Moss Point.
n The Hancock Center Student

Government Officers for the 2016-17
academic year are:

President - Kamri Jones
Vice President - Tianna Pierson
Secretary - Courtney Seal
Treasurer - Michelle King

Hancock Center happenings

Barnes
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2016 Lady Wildcat soccer team

2016 Wildcat soccer team

Members of the 2016 PRCC women’s soccer team in-
clude (front row from left) Olivia Moger of Long Beach,
Kayla Nobles of Hurley, Nadia Nelson of Pascagoula,
Rylee Foster of Ocean Springs, Kelsey Taylor of Hurley,
Alycia Schwartz of Gulfport, Mia Richardson of
Pascagoula, Lauren Craig of Wiggins, (middle row from
left) Mellie Snyder of Leakesville, Abbi Henderson of

Leakesville, Lacey Polderman of Picayune, Jordan
Ahlgren of Long Beach, Kira Morrell of Laurel, Mary
Rieger of Ocean Springs, Sarah Waldon of Pascagoula,
Anna Grace Cooley of Lucedale, Caroline Grafe of Kiln,
(back row from left) head coach Jack Byrd, Karsen Gildea
of Ocean Springs, manager Heather Smith of Poplarville
and assistant coach Brian Hammons.

Members of the 2016 PRCC men’s soccer team include
(front row from left) Kyle Hillyard of Ocean Springs,
Bradford Clark of Long Beach, West Zimmerman of Bay
St. Louis, Anthony Hertzke of Lucedale, Kyle Estess of
Laurel, Junior Sanchez of Hattiesburg, (middle row from
left) Mark Johnson of Bay St. Louis, Spencer Martin of
Spring (Texas), Brian Wright of Pascagoula, Ken

Dickinson of Pascagoula, T.J. Gines of Moss Point, (back
row from left) head coach Drew Gallant, Jackson Turner of
Leakesville, Kyle Rankin of Richland, Travis Harper of
Ocean Springs, Coby Lee of Hattiesburg, Tyler Polderman
of Picayune and manager Parker Rose of Bay St. Louis.
Not pictured are Tristan Anderson of Terry and Taylor
Anderson of Terry. 

PRCC vs. Southwest game: Left photo, Pearl River sopho-
more Alycia Schwartz (15) dribbles the ball upfield during

MACJC soccer action. Right photo, PRCC freshman Mia
Richardson (14) fires a shot at the goal in a 3-1 Wildcat win.

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

Soccer is off and running at
Pearl River Community
College, as the Wildcats and
Lady Wildcats look to defend
their MACJC/Region 23 state
championships from 2015.

The PRCC women have
gotten off to a solid start, post-
ing a 4-1 overall record
through five games, while the
men have had an up-and-
down start, going 3-3 through
the first part of the season. 

Both teams were scheduled
to complete the first half of
their South Division schedule
against Jones County this past
Friday, but the games were
postponed due to bad weather.
The contest has been tenta-
tively rescheduled for Sept.
26.

The Cat Fight against JCJC
will be big for both PRCC
teams. Jones leads the wom-
enís South Division standings
at 4-0, while the Lady
Wildcats are 3-1, thanks to a
1-0 upset loss against
Mississippi Gulf Coast.

PRCC split a pair of games
in its most recent action at
Meridian. The Lady Wildcats
took a 3-1 victory, while the
men dropped a 4-3 decision.

Freshman Lacey Polderman
of Picayune had a goal and an
assist, and freshman Sarah
Walden of Pascagoula and
sophomore Kelsey Taylor of
Hurley also had goals for
PRCC. Freshman Rylee
Foster of Ocean Springs had
an assist, and freshman Mellie
Snyder of Leakesville had an
assist, her team-best seventh
of the season.

Sophomore Kira Morrell of
Laurel had two goals in a 3-1
victory over Southwest on
Sept. 9. Freshman Mary
Rieger of Ocean Springs had a
goal, and Snyder had an as-
sist.

Through five games, fresh-
man Abbi Henderson of
Leakesville leads the Lady
Wildcats in scoring, with
three goals, all coming in a 9-
0 win over Copiah-Lincoln on
Sept. 6.

The Wildcats surrendered
two quick goals midway
through the first half against

Meridian, and were forced to
play from behind all game.

Freshman Jackson Turner
of Leakesville scored his
team-best fourth goal of the
season in the first half.
Sophomore Anthony Hertzke
of Lucedale and sophomore
Tyler Polderman of Picayune
scored for Pearl River. 

Freshman West
Zimmerman of Bay St. Louis
had one assist, with freshman
Mark Johnson of Bay St.
Louis and Junior Sanchez of
Hattiesburg getting assists on
the other two goals. 

Turner gave PRCC a dra-
matic 2-1 overtime victory
over Southwest on Sept. 9
with his golden goal just over
four minutes into the first
extra period. After a scoreless
first half, Southwest convert-
ed a penalty kick early in the
second half to take a 1-0 lead.

However, Johnson tied it up
midway through the period
with Turner getting the assist.
Hertzke assisted on the game-
winner for the Wildcats.

Johnson and Sanchez each
have three assists to lead the
team. Freshman goalkeeper
Travis Harper of Ocean
Springs has 26 saves.

PRCC has non-division ac-
tion coming up next week.
Both teams will play at East
Central on Friday, then the
Lady Wildcats will host
perennial powerhouse Tyler
(Texas) on Saturday.

Soccer teams
heavy into
MACJC play

Upcoming games
n Sept. 23 - at East Central,
5 & 7 p.m.
n Sept. 24 - host Tyler,
Texas (W), 5 p.m.
n Sept. 27 - host Hinds, 5 &
7 p.m.
n Sept. 30 - Jacksonville
(Texas) (M) at Gulf Coast, 6
p.m.
n Oct. 4 - at Gulf Coast, 5
& 7 p.m.
n Oct. 7 - host Co-Lin, 5 &
7 p.m.
n Oct. 12 - at Southwest, 2
& 4 p.m.
n Oct. 14 - host Meridian, 5
& 7 p.m.
n Oct. 18 - at Jones, 5 & 7
p.m.
Oct. 25, 29-30 - MACJC
Tournament

Women’s standings

Men’s standings

Freshman Jackson Turner of Leakesville is the leading
scorer for the PRCC Wildcats with four goals through the
early part of the season. 

Home opener draws big crowd

Above, few seats
were empty for
PRCC’s first home
football game of the
season against East
Central. Many in the
crowd enjoyed tail-
gating (right) activi-
ties at Dobie Holden
Stadium. 



S P O R T S  
The DRAWL September 2016 • Page 15

Cadet Roberts

It is early in the semester, but the Pearl River
Community College 2016 football team has al-
ready had a successful year where it counts the
most, in the classroom.

PRCC’s football players passed a total of 676
credit hours for the two summer sessions, com-
piling a cumulative team grade-point average of
3.224, with 15 players posting a per-
fect 4.0 GPA.

“It’s a commitment,” said Zach
Lochard, director of football opera-
tions, who leads the team’s academic
support program.

“Everyone on this staff has spent
countless hours doing class checks,
and this attention to detail really
helped the entire team to find a way
to be successful.”

Lochard said head coach David
Saunders has spelled out high expecta-
tions of conduct in the classroom for
Wildcat players. 

“We check to make sure they are in class and
sitting in the front two rows,” Lochard said.
“We check to see if they are properly dressed,
including no hats or sleeveless shirts. And we
have a zero tolerance policy toward tardiness.”

Those players who made a 4.0 GPA for the
summer were: 

Dalton Bradfield, freshman from
Germantown; Chase Crosby, freshman from

Harrison Central; Austin Darden, freshman
from Poplarville; Andrew Dunn, sophomore
from Pascagoula; Austin Fletcher, freshman
from Puckett; Heath Greenlee, freshman from
Columbia Academy; Tyler Harris, freshman
from MRA; Randy Hogan Jr., sophomore from
Pascagoula; Will Inlow, sophomore from

Pascagoula; Mark Johnson, freshman
from Bay High; Gerrell Keaton,
sophomore from Picayune; Jordan
Mims, freshman from Pascagoula;
Keyshawn Simmons, sophomore
from Ridgeland; Levi Sumrall, fresh-
man from Purvis; Jakwaize Walker,
freshman from Pascagoula. 

Those players were often called
upon to help teammates in team-wide
study hall sessions.

“We took two or three days
through the summer for a team study
hall/tutoring session at the library,”

Lochard said. 
“We were able to let some of those 4.0 guys

help some of the other guys understand their
work.

“It has developed leadership, not only aca-
demically, but on the field. We’ve had an ex-
tremely strenuous summer, with our strength
and conditioning, and running, program. These
kids came here to work, and weíre awfully
proud of them.”

Saunders

PRCC football team enjoys 
successful summer in classroom

Wildcat 4.0 students

PRCC football players ham it up while celebrating their successful academic performanc-
es in summer school during a cookout at Dickey’s Barbeque in Hattiesburg. 

Northwest 31, PRCC 14

Above, Pearl River line-
backer Randy Hogan Jr. of
Pascagoula (8) and nose
guard Sigmund Lewis of
Hattiesburg (99) zero in on
Northwest running back
Tywun Walters during foot-
ball action Sept. 8 at
Senatobia. Left, PRCC line-
backer Leonard LeBranch
of Metairie, La., brings
down Northwest running
back Tywn Walters for a
loss.
JuCo Weekly photos

The New Orleans Saints played the Oakland
Raiders in New Orleans on Sept. 10 and two for-
mer Pearl River Community  College players
played prominent roles by scoring touchdowns for
their respective teams. 

Running back Travaris Cadet scored a touch-
down for the Saints and wide receiver Seth Roberts
scored the final touchdown for Oakland’s come-
from-behind 35-34 victory.

It isn’t every day that two MACJC players who
attended the same community college score touch-
downs in the same NFL game.

Former Wildcats shine in NFL

JuCo standings

Above, the Wildcat defense swarms an East Central ball carrier during action last
Thursday night at Dobie Holden Stadium. Right, PRCC running back Darious Leggett of
Forrest County AHS powers ahead for yardage during action against East Central.

It’s difficult to beat a good team when you
turn the ball over four times in critical spots,
and that was the story for Pearl River
Community College in its football home open-
er last Thursday night against East Central.

The visiting Warriors took advantage of those
mistakes, and added a stout ground game to de-
feat the Wildcats 35-21 at Dobie Holden
Stadium.

PRCC dropped to 0-3, while East Central im-
proved to 1-2 in the South Division opener for
both teams.

“The majority of what’s going on is cor-
rectable,” said PRCC head coach David
Saunders. “It’s coaching, and we’re going to get
on it.”

East Central sophomore quarterback Dom
Marino operated a well-disguised attack and
churned out 237 yards on the ground, led by
freshman Antonio Gibson, who rushed for 90
yards and a touchdown on 11 carries. Dwayne

Barrett added 67 yards and a pair of touch-
downs on 14 carries.

Marino ran for 47 yards and another score for
the Warriors, and was 7 of 9 passing for 104
yards and a back-breaking 57-yard score late in
the third quarter.

“Credit East Central; they’re a very physical
team and the quarterback showed great leader-
ship,” said Saunders. “They executed and they
made conversion downs.”

The bright spot for Pearl River was the run-
ning of sophomore Darious Leggett, who
rushed for 123 yards on 23 carries and scored a
touchdown.

“I have to give credit to my offensive line,”
said Leggett. “The W is more important, and
we’re going to continue grinding.”

The Wildcats looked sharp on their opening
possession, after forcing a Warrior punt. PRCC
drove 76 yards in nine plays, getting the score
on a 10-yard pass from Andrew Dunn to Sloan

Spiller.
The problems started on the Wildcats’ next

possession, when Juwon Hayes-Keyes had the
first of his two interceptions for East Central.
That set East Central up for a 25-yard scoring
dash by Gibson that tied the game at 7-7.

PRCC then squandered a golden opportunity
to go ahead, when Zhaunte McElroy recovered
a Warrior fumble and returned it 13 yards to the
ECCC 16-yard-line. However, the Wildcats
could only net a yard, and a 37-yard field goal
attempt was wide right.

East Central then drove 80 yards on 12 plays,
scoring on Marino’s 9-yard run around left end.
The Warriors’ lead didn’t last long, as Javon
Brown took the ensuing kickoff 93 yards for a
Pearl River touchdown.

ECCC returned the favor, however, on the
next kickoff as Devonta Brown returned it 84
yards to the PRCC 9. Barrett rambled in from
there on the first play of the drive.

Another interception late in the second quar-
ter gave East Central a short field, as the
Warriors drove 38 yards on five plays, with
Barrett getting the score on a 10-yard run.

The Wildcats were able to put together a solid
scoring drive late in the game, scoring on
Leggett’s 8-yard run, but the Warriors ran out
the final 4:17 off the clock to secure the win.

“I was especially proud of the way we kept
battling, to come back a touchdown drive late in
the game,” Saunders said. “That gives us some-
thing to work with.”

Wildcats drop home opener to East Central 35-21
Upcoming games
n Sept. 22 - at Hinds, 7 p.m.
n Sept. 29 - host Itawamba, 6 p.m.
n Oct. 6 - host Southwest, 6 p.m.
n Oct. 15 - at Jones JC, 2 p.m.
n Oct. 22 - at Gulf Coast, 3:30 p.m.
n Oct. 29 - host Co-Lin (Homecomimg), 2

PRCC wide receiver Matthew Eaton (1) of Pascagoula
breaks free after a reception against East Central.

PRCC quarterback Andrew Dunn (18) of Pascagoula ze-
roes in on his target during action.
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Baseball ‘Meet and Greet’

Pearl River Community College baseball
coach Michael Avalon greeted his inaugural
Wildcat team, and their families Aug. 14 in a
meet-and-greet session at Wildcat Stadium. 

Avalon, who came to PRCC after five seasons
as the head coach at Mississippi Delta, told the
gathering that he is where he always wanted to
be as a coach.

“I came here when I was at Holmes for a re-
gional in 2001, 2002, and I thought, ‘now this is
a baseball atmosphere,’” Avalon said. “I said,
‘this is where I want to end up.’ This is my
dream job.”

Avalon told his team he has two goals for next
spring: win a championship and finish No. 1 in
the state in overall grade-point average.

“The five years I was at Mississippi Delta, we
were first in the state in GPA all five years, and
in the top 10 in the nation in four of those

years,” Avalon said. “I want to be No. 1 in GPA
here. I’m big on that.”

Avalon also announced the team’s fall sched-
ule, beginning with the team’s inaugural Home
Run Derby Sept. 11 as a team fundraiser. 

The Wildcats will participate in a Sophomore
Showcase at Hinds Community College in
Raymond Sept. 15.

PRCC has eight fall games scheduled, begin-
ning with games Sept. 25 at Southeastern
Louisiana University against Bossier Parish
(La.) and Baton Rouge (La.). 

The Wildcats will also play Baton Rouge and
Copiah-Lincoln on Sept 30 at Nicholls State,
Jones County and Northwest Mississippi at
Smith-Wills Stadium in Jackson on Oct. 6, and
East Central and Hinds Oct. 21 at Pete Taylor
Park on the Southern Miss campus in
Hattiesburg.

Above, new Pearl River baseball coach Michael Avalon talks to players and parents at
Wildcat Stadium during an informal meet-and-greet gathering Aug. 14 on campus. Below,
PRCC players and parents enjoy a chicken dinner during the meet-and-greet.

Baseball hosts meet-and-greet 
for PRCC players, parents

When a horde of young women surrounded
Jasmine McGill’s family outside Holden Hall Aug.
14, the family didn’t quite know what to think.

They quickly found out - the Pearl River
Community College Lady Wildcat basketball
team was going to move the freshman from
Heidelberg into her room.

“We want them to feel at home,” player
Tariah Mouton of Meridian said. “We’re here,
we’re friendly, getting to know each other.”

As cars and pick-up trucks pulled up, the
players started carrying belongings to rooms.

“We love them,” said Michelle McGill,

Jasmine’s mother. “That was awesome. It made
the move so much easier.”

The gesture is an easy way to build school
spirit, said head coach Scotty Fletcher.

“I think it’s a prime example of trying to es-
tablish the Wildcat Way from the athletic stand-
point,” he said. Fletcher referred to the four
points of the PRCC Wildcat Way - pride, re-
spect, class and character.

The project gave the team a chance to help
others, Rehema Franklin of New Orleans said.

“We went to church this morning, ate, met up
and helped the community,” she said.

Above, Lady Wildcats bas-
ketball players Destiny
Williams of Summit, left,
and Alex Cumbest of Hurley
and Ron Cooley of
Heidelberg move Cooley’s
cousin, Jasmine McGill of
Heidelberg, into Holden
Hall. Right, Deja Starks of
Slidell, La., a member of the
Lady Wildcats basketball
team, helps the family of
freshman Jasmine McGill of
Heidelberg move her into
Holden Hall room.
PRCC Public Relations
photos

Moving 
in day

Lady Wildcats pitch in 

Pearl River Community College has added
two assistant coaches for its menís basketball
team.

The Wildcats have added Ryne Colvin and
Chris Woodall to their staff for the 2016-17 bas-
ketball season.

“We’ve got two outstanding young guys,”
said PRCC head coach Chris Oney. “I think
they’re going to be superstars of this profes-
sion.”

Colvin, 24, comes to PRCC after six seasons
at the University of Arkansas, where he served
four years as team manager and two seasons as
graduate assistant.

“Ryne has spent six years associated with bas-
ketball at a high level,” said Oney. “He’s smart,
catches on well, and the kids seem to like him.”

Woodall, 27, is a native of Jackson who
played for Provine High School. He played a
year at Navarro (Texas) Junior College, a year at
Mississippi College, then two seasons at
William Carey University. 

Following his playing career at Carey,
Woodall spent two years as a GA and a year as
an assistant coach.

“He’s very well-rounded with the state,”
Oney said. “He’s a very smart kid, and we’re
glad to have him.”

PRCC adds basketball assistants
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In the year and a half since taking over the
job as head women’s basketball at Pearl River
Community College, Scotty Fletcher has urged
his players to think of community
service as a vital part of their time on
the PRCC campus.

Recently, Fletcher and several of
his players put that philosophy into
action when they rode to Columbia
to read to a captive audience of
kindergarten and first graders at East
Marion Elementary School.

“This was a wonderful opportuni-
ty for us to serve others,” said
Fletcher, the former William Carey
University men’s basketball assistant
who is entering his second season as the Lady
Wildcats’ coach. 

“We talk about servant leadership every day
in our program, whether it’s here on campus, in
the community, or here in town. Delana Harris
(PRCC Director of Recruiting and Marketing)
approached us about going to East Marion and
reading to some first graders.”

For Fletcher, reading is a labor of love,
something he enjoys in what little free time he
has as a junior college basketball coach.

“Literature and language are important to
me, and I know how valuable the platform of
women’s sports that athletes are given,”
Fletcher said. “It’s something that can last a
lifetime in those young minds.”

Four Lady Wildcat players accompanied
Fletcher to the East Marion campus: Rehema
Franklin, a redshirt freshman from New
Orleans, Tiara Robins, a freshman from

Jackson, Aarmanii McDaniel, a freshman from
Gulfport, and freshman Audrianna Howard, a
graduate of East Marion.

“A lot of times, it’s the men’s
sports that you hear about doing
things like this,” said Fletcher. 

“With my background in coach-
ing on the men’s side, I saw a lot of
that. So now I want to promote and
push our female student-athletes to
be role models and mentors, and to
be ambassadors of Pearl River
Community College.”

Indeed, Fletcher believes promot-
ing the Wildcat Way - Pride,

Respect, Character and Class - to the
larger community, and to kids as young as first
grade, will come back to benefit the college as
well as the communities the college serves.

“Those kids, those teachers, those families,
will learn about Pearl River and the time that
we gave up to go spend time with them,”
Fletcher said. 

“The girls did a tremendous job. The kids re-
ally enjoyed having all the girls there. We min-
gled, we gave out hugs and high-fives. At the
end we gave out a Lady Wildcat basketball
shirt signed by all the girls with messages
about keeping up the good work. The kids
went crazy over that.”

The event was such a hit, both with the
youngsters and the Lady Wildcat players, that
Fletcher is talking about another similar trip to
another school.

“It was wonderful,” Fletcher said. “They
want to go do it again.” 

Lady Wildcats read
to kids at East Marion

Four members of the Pearl River Community College women’s basketball team, along
with head coach Scotty Fletcher, meet with kindergarten and first graders at East Marion
Elementary School recently to read storybooks to the kids.

Lending a hand

PRC women’s basketball coach Scotty Fletcher and some of his players went to East
Marion to read to the students. They were from left: Audrianna Howard, freshman from
East Marion, Rehema Franklin, freshman from New Orleans, Fletcher, East Marion first-
grade teacher Amanda Stevens (a PRCC graduate), Tiara Robins, freshman from
Jackson, and Aarmanii McDaniel, freshman from Gulfport.

Fletcher
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