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PRCC will hold two graduation ceremonies this year to alle-
viate the overcrowding experienced at White Coliseum in recent
years.

Career technical graduation will be at 10 a.m. Friday, May 11,
followed by ceremonies for general education graduates at 1 p.m.

Students who are completing degree requirements must apply
for graduation online - go to the academics tab and graduation.

Those who want to participate in the ceremony must order the
cap and gown - also online in the graduation information sec-
tion. Priority deadline is Friday, April 13. The last-minute dead-
line is Sunday, April 29, and will cost more.

Five alumni will be inducted into the Pearl River Community
College Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame on April 12.

The induction will follow a 6:30 p.m. dinner at the Southern
Oaks House and Gardens in Hattiesburg.

They are former Rep. J. P. Compretta of Bay St. Louis, PRCC
retired instructor Dr. Benny Hornsby of Hattiesburg, retired
coach and college professor J. Larry Ladner of Kiln, nursing
professor Dr. Pamela Johnson Rowsey of Durham, N.C., and
Forrest-Perry County Circuit Judge Jon Mark Weathers of
Hattiesburg.

The Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame was started in 2012
to honor outstanding alumni. 

Awards will be presented to top PRCC students at two cere-
monies.

The Awards Day program for students at the Hancock Center
and the Poplarville campus will be at 3 p.m. Tuesday, April 17,
in the Brownstone Center.

The Forrest County Center Awards Day will be held at 11 a.m.
Thursday, April 26.

PRCC graduation May 11
returns to two ceremonies

Wildcat Weekend at the River will turn PRCC into a sports
hub on Saturday, April 7.

The Wildcat football team will scrimmage at 11:30 a.m. at
Dobie Holden Stadium.

The action moves to the diamonds at 2 p.m. when the base-
ball team hosts Meridian Community College and the softball
team takes on Holmes Community College.

Students get in free with PRCC ID. Tickets to each of the
games are $5.

PRCC Wildcat Weekend
spotlights on athletics

Awards Day programs set

Outstanding PRCC alumni
to be honored on April 12

The String of Pearls brought home more awards from the an-
nual American Dance and Drill Team competition in Dallas the
weekend of Saturday, March 24.

They placed second in the jazz category, third in pom and
fourth overall.

Brynn al-Jabi of Picayune placed second in solo competition
against 40 other university and college dancers.

The String of Pearls is directed by Kara Fleming.
“They had a great day,” said Dr. Kyle Hill, PRCC director of

bands. “The most colleges ever were in attendance. There were
seven to 10 groups in each of our categories.”

The Pearls have been winning ADDT competitions for almost
20 years.

Pearls team brings
more awards to PRCC

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College continues to be a
pacesetter when it comes to recognition
from the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation in
competition for its Undergraduate
Transfer Scholarship program.

The Cooke Foundation recently select-
ed 534 high-achieving community college
students from a pool of nearly 2,500 appli-
cants from across the U.S. as semifinalists
to compete for its transfer scholarship.

Seven students from Mississippi were
selected, and four of those attend PRCC.

They include sophomores Cody
Hudson of Oak Grove, Lorenzo Anthony
Catlett of Hattiesburg, Said D. Otwane of
Petal and Hannah Weir of Carriere.
Hudson, Catlett and Otwane attend the
Forrest County Center and Weir is a
Poplarville student.

“In the last four years, we have had nine
semifinalists and two finalists,” said Dr.
Ryan Ruckel, PRCC instructor and the
school’s Jack Kent Cooke representative.

“We are so excited about this. These
students complete a rigorous application
process. And the faculty recommenda-
tions for it are just as rigorous. These stu-
dents compete with applicants nationwide
for this honor.”

This highly competitive scholarship of-
fers selected finalists as much as $40,000
per year for up to three years to complete
their bachelor’s degrees at selective four-
year colleges and universities.

Cooke Undergraduate Transfer
Scholars will be selected in April, based
on their academic performance, leader-
ship, perseverance, and service to others.

“Community colleges hold
many of the nation’s most gifted
students,” said Harold O. Levy,
Executive Director of the Cooke
Foundation. “Yet too often these
students are denied the opportuni-
ty to fulfill their potential due to
lack of adequate resources and
support. Our scholarships help to
remove these barriers so that tal-
ented students with financial need
have a chance to complete their
college education and pursue their
goals and dreams.”

Said Dr. Ruckel, “We are
thrilled with having four semifi-
nalists. For us, this really puts us
on the map. It fulfills and com-
pletes our mission. When they be-
come a finalist, they can go to
school anywhere they want. That
is the point of the scholarship.”

PRCC’s two finalist winners
were Trevor Creighton, who re-
cently completed a B.S. degree at
Columbia University, and Rachael
Carraro, who currently attends
Mississippi State University.
n Hudson, 23, is an electrical engineer-

ing major at PRCC and plans to transfer to
a four-year university. His goal is to work
for NASA one day. A President’s list
scholar, he is an Honors Institute ambas-
sador, Phi Theta Kappa vice president, Mu
Alpha Theta president, and a member of
Sigma Kappa Delta, History and
Humanities, and Chess clubs.

“When I first heard of this honor, I was
completely shocked,” said Hudson. “To

be recognized in such a way is really spe-
cial. The possibility of winning as a final-
ist is closer and that would help me move
forward in my academic journey.”
nCatlett, 19, is a kinesiology major and

plans to transfer to Mississippi State
University with a goal of becoming a doc-
tor of physical therapy. 

A member of the All-Mississippi
Academic Team, he is a Coca-Cola
Leader of Promise Scholar and a vice
presidential scholarship recipient. 
n See COOKE, page 10

PRCC has four Cooke semi-finalists
Foundation recognizes top students

Catlett

Catlett

Hudson

Otwane Weir

Pearl River Community College Electronics
Technology instructor Vic Cerniglia has been
recognized as the 2017 ETA Educator of the
Year.

Cerniglia, 47, received his award March 8 in
Orlando, Fla., at the annual Electronic
Technology Association awards banquet.

“Vic Cerniglia is an exceptional teacher and
has been instrumental in the suc-
cess of many PRCC Career and
Technical Education students,”
said Dr. Ed Pinero, Director of
Career and Technical Education at
PRCC.

Cerniglia is in his 18th year as
Electronics Technology instructor
at PRCC. He was nominated for
the award by Greg Mecomber, a
former PRCC student who re-
ceived the 2017 Electronics
Technician of the Year award on
the same night.

“This is a pretty big honor for
me,” said Cerniglia. “It’s flattering just to be
nominated, but to win it is something special
because there are many instructors out there
like myself who could win this award.”

Mecomber, a 2002 graduate of Pearl River

Central, spent time in the Air Force before at-
tending PRCC from 2012-14. He was a triple
major at the time, taking instrumentation, elec-
tronics and bio-medical equipment repair.
While attending PRCC, he passed the ETA-
International’s Certified Electronics
Technician Associate exam.

Today, Mecomber is a control technician at
Carlex Glass America in
Nashville, Tenn.

“It is great to know that one of
our graduates appreciated Vic’s
contributions and nominated him
for this wonderful honor,” said Dr.
Pinero. “We are fortunate to have
Vic Cerniglia as an instructor at
PRCC.”

Electronics Technology is one of
the more popular career-technical
programs at PRCC.

Said Cerniglia, “We’ve doubled
our enrollment in just the last few

years. Word of mouth is the best
way we sell our program. We are busting at the
seams right now. A lot of our students go off-
shore to work and they can make a lot of
money. That’s good for us and it is good for the
college.”

Cerniglia

Novak

Vic Cerniglia ETA
Educator of the Year

2018 MACJC State champs

Players and coaches celebrate PRCC’s 16th state title, and the school’s sixth in the past 15 seasons.

Wildcats upset Northwest to win title
SENATOBIA - Pearl River

Community College let nothing stand in
its way, not a nationally-ranked team nor
its vocal fans.

The Wildcats built a big first-half lead,
and held off No. 12 Northwest
Mississippi down the stretch with clutch
foul shots to prevail 83-77 in the men’s
championship game of the MACJC State
Tournament March 1 on the NWMCC
campus.

The victory gave PRCC (21-4) its 16th
state title, and the school’s sixth in the
past 15 seasons. 

“We executed the game plan for about
30 minutes of the game,” said PRCC

coach Chris Oney. “There was about a
10-minute stretch where we got out of it,
but credit to (Northwest). They made
some adjustments that got us off-balance
some.”

PRCC took the lead for good, 9-8, with
14:27 to play in the first half when fresh-
man Cedric Brim Jr. (Tupelo) converted
a three-point play. The Wildcats led 13-
12 before hitting the gas in a big way.

“Coach Oney always preaches all the
time about always going hard every time
you go on the court,” said Brim, who fin-
ished with 14 points. “It doesn’t matter
where, or rankings, or anything. Just go
hard.”

Pearl River scored 14 unanswered
points in a 22-2 run that gave the
Wildcats a nearly-insurmountable 35-14
lead with 6:52 to play in the first half.
PRCC led 46-29 at halftime.

“Coach Oney just told me to be a
leader out there,” said freshman point
guard Jonas James III (Jackson), who led
the Wildcats with 20 points. “Every day
at practice, he wants me to shoot 100 free
throws before I can leave.”

Freshman Eric Thornton Jr. (Jackson)
added 15 points, Mallett finished with 6
assists, and Douglas and freshman Kirk
Parker each had 8 rebounds.
n See SPORTS, pages 14-16.

Outstanding students
receive top honors

Two Forrest County Center students will
be able to further their education with
money from the Coca-Cola Scholars
Foundation.

Melissa Novak. 19, of Hattiesburg will
receive a $1,500 Coca-Cola Gold
Scholarship while Lorenzo Catlett will get
a $1,000 Coca-Cola Bronze Scholarship.
Both are from Hattiesburg.

“Winning the Coca-Cola Gold
Scholarship means that I can pay for my
final two years of college with much less
stress about financial issues,” Novak said.
“Winning this scholarship will also help
open the door for other scholarships.”

Novak, Catlett and six other PRCC stu-
dents were to be honored Wednesday,
March 28, during the Phi Theta Kappa All-
Mississippi Academic Team luncheon.

Novak was selected for the first team,
and Catlett and the others are second team
honorees. They are Michael Evans of
Purvis, Jonathan Parks of Petal, Alejandra
Alcantara of Carriere, Heath Greenlee of
Columbia, Gage Kennedy of Kiln and
Shelby King of Sumrall.

Novak and Catlett will also be part of
the Parade of Scholars at the PTK
International convention in April in
Kansas City, Mo. 

Dr. Jennifer Seal,
PRCC vice president for
planning and institution-
al research, will be rec-
ognized as Distinguished
Administrator.

A student in the Dr.
William A. Lewis
Honors Institute, Novak,
an Oak Grove graduate,
describes her time at
PRCC’s Forrest County
Center as “amazing.”

“My college instruc-
tors have encouraged
me to do my best at all
that I do and have man-
aged to see things in me
that I didn’t know I
could accomplish,” she
said. 

“They’ve pushed me in a good way and in all the
right directions.

“My dream is to attend Ole Miss and to one day
be a business/corporate lawyer. Attending Pearl
River, having dedicated instructors, and being in-
volved in Phi Theta Kappa is helping me to make
my dreams come true.”
n See COCÅ-COLA, page 7

No classes on Friday
PRCC will be closed on Friday, March 30, in ob-
servance of Good Friday and the Easter weekend. 
Classes will not meet and offices will be closed. 
Residence halls in Poplarville will remain open al-
though the cafeteria will be closed.
Good Friday is the last holiday before classes end
in May.
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Pearl River Community College offers equal educa-
tion and employment opportunities. The College does
not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, sex,
sexual orientation, gender identity, age, national origin,
veteran status, or disability. For inquiries regarding the
non-discrimination policies or to request accommoda-
tions, special assistance, or alternate format publication
please contact Tonia Moody Seal, Director of
Admissions and Records and ADA/Civil Rights
Coordinator, at P.O. Box 5537, Poplarville, MS 39470 or
601-403-1060. For inquiries regarding Title IX, contact
Maghan James, Assistant Vice President of Student
Services and Title IX Coordinator, P.O. Box 5560,
Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601-403-1253.

Pearl River Community College is accredited by
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges to award associate degrees.
Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866
Southern Lane, Decatur, Ga. 30033-4097, telephone
404-679-4500, or at http://www.sacscoc.org for ques-
tions about the accreditation of Pearl River
Community College. The Commission is only to be
contacted to learn about the accreditation status of the
College, to file a third-party comment at the time of
the College’s decennial review, or to file a complaint
against the College with evidence that appears to sup-
port non-compliance with a standard or requirement.
All normal inquiries about the institution, such as ad-
mission requirements, financial aid, educational pro-
grams, etc., should be addressed directly to Pearl
River Community College and not to the
Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

Black History Month programs
Tony Reimonengq, Jr., ex-

ecutive pastor of West Point
Baptist Church in Hattiesburg,
was the Black History Month
speaker at the Forrest County
Center Feb. 20. The event was
hosted  by the college’s
History & Humanities Club.

Reimonengq talked about
the importance of faith. “The
principle that the people be-
fore us exuded was faithful-
ness in spite of, putting one
foot in front of the other, in
spite of the conditions, in spite
of circumstances, no excuse-
type living,” Reimonenq said.

“Having programs like this
is just another way to get peo-
ple involved, another way to
get people to know each
other,” said Sarah-Ashlynn
Barber, president of the PRCC
History & Humanities Club.

The Select Women’s Choir
from Forrest County AHS
sang the National Anthem.
n Meanwhile, (below)

Kendale Lumpkins, PRCC
alumnus, gave an inspirational
Black History month presen-
tation Feb. 15 on the
Poplarville campus before a
full complement of students in
the Special Events room. 

Above, Tony Reimonenq, Jr., executive pastor of West Point
Baptist Church, speaks. Below, PRCC student Sarah-
Ashlynn Barber, shown giving an interview to WDAM-TV,
gave the invocation during the Black History program.

By EMILY BRANAN
The Drawl Staff Writer

College students and Netflix go together like
peanut butter and jelly or macaroni and cheese. 

Students love Netflix. It has been this way for
years. One would be hard pressed to find a stu-
dent without a Netflix account, or some way to
access the site. 

According to a survey by LendEDU, 92 per-
cent of college students have access to a Netflix
account. 

Netflix is a wildly popular video
streaming service. Its popularity is
based on several factors. The ease of
watching; it is simply designed so
everyone can use it, from children to
seniors.

Its constant availability - on cell
phones, tablets, laptops, desktops,
TVs - you name it. With its variety of
TV shows and movies, there really is
a show for everyone. Lastly, it has an
affordable price tag. At only $8.99 per
month, most students can afford it.  

“Binge-watching” is the new term college
students use when referring to extreme sessions
of watching a TV show on Netflix.

Netflix encourages these binge-watches by
having the next episode of a series automatical-
ly start playing after the first one ends. Students
will watch hours upon hours a day, and some-
times will watch an entire season of a series in
as little as a day. 

Netflix sounds like it’s just fun and games,
right? 

Unfortunately, that is not always the case.
This service can cause real issues, such as dis-
traction from assignments, sleep deprivation,
skipping class, and more. College students will
often put off doing homework to watch “one
more episode.” which can cause grades to suf-
fer. 

Often, students do not realize the conse-
quences this obsession may bring. It is always

fun to watch your favorite show, but if one
watches hours upon hours of television shows,
it can really affect their life. Aside from school,
it could possibly affect your relationships and
your mental or psychological state.  

Netflix can actually affect grades and per-
formance in school, which will in turn affect
your entire life. Your future career can often be
determined by how well you perform during
these collegiate years, so it is important to stay
on track. 

Many students who come out of
college with bad grades have a much
harder time finding a job, especially
a job they are passionate about. And
if you are a student planning to trans-
fer to a university or even graduate
school, your grades are even more
important, for scholarships and ac-
ceptance into certain programs or
schools. 

Telling college students to deacti-
vate their Netflix accounts would be

a far stretch, but there are movements
you can make towards the right direction.

A small helpful thing to do would be to turn
off the option to automatically play the next
episode in your Netflix account settings. Then,
when you say you are only going to watch one
episode and then do your homework, it will be
easier to actually turn it off after the first
episode, and study.

Another thing to do would be to give yourself
incentives, such as study for one hour, then
watch a TV show for 30 minutes. There are
ways to succeed, and still have fun and be enter-
tained watching your favorite shows and
movies. 

College students, like most of the nation, love
Netflix. At the end of the day, will college stu-
dents still use Netflix? Most likely the answer is
yes. But just like with other indulgences and
distractions, moderation is the key to success.
n Emily Branan is a freshman student

from Purvis. 

Branan

College students prone 
to Netflix addiction 

By TAYLOR N. LEE
The Drawl Staff Wrtier

The NFL Scouting Combine came to a close
on March 5. 

The combine saw many up and coming
rookies; some showing everything they had
and others not showing enough. Each player is
invited by invitation only, so NFL coaches,
managers, and scouts can get a look at their top
picks going into the NFL draft.

Some of the top rookies of the combine in-
cluded impressive quarterbacks, a running
back, tight end, linebacker, offensive lineman,
and a safety. 

Shaquem Griffin, a linebacker from Central
Florida, came out as one of the most
impressive linebackers of the com-
bine. Griffin lost his left arm as a
child but that did not stop him from
having the best time as a linebacker
since 2006 in the 40-yard dash. 

Along with Griffin there were two
quarterbacks that stood out. Lamar
Jackson came into the combine
knowing for sure he was a quarter-
back. There were many rumors stat-
ing he may want to transition into a
wide receiver, but all those rumors
were put to rest when he stood his ground and
showed everyone he is a quarterback. 

Standing beside Jackson as one of the win-
ning rookies of the combine is Josh Allen. He
came out on top of the quarterback class by
having the best vertical and best broad jump of
his quarterback group. During his throwing
drills was when Allen really wowed scouts
when he threw for 70 yards, making him one
of the top quarterbacks at the combine. 

Although there may have been some out-
standing winners of the combine, there were
also some losers. Orlando Brown, a tackle
from Oklahoma, came into the combine as a
for-sure first round draft pick, but after his hor-
rible performance that may not be the case. 

Brown had the worst broad jump of the day
and also had the fifth worst 40-yard dash of all
time. Many say Brown’s combine does not

show what he will bring as a pro-football play-
er, and for Brown many hope that is true. 

Brown was not alone on the losing scene.
Taron Johnson, a promising corner from
Weber State, was hit in the face with a ball.
Coming into the combine, Johnson was the
corner to beat. Once he was hit in the face with
a ball, he was not getting attention for his com-
bine but for being hit in the face.  

With the closing of the scouting combine
comes the beginning of the draft, also called
the Player Selection Meeting. 

The NFL draft will begin on April 26 in
Arlington, Texas. 

The scouting combine can affect how the up-
coming pro players will be picked in the draft. 

The combine can also affect their
salary in the NFL and ultimately
their entire pro-football career. The
first round of the draft will begin
with the first pick from the
Cleveland Browns, who had a 0-16
record last season.

The Browns are only the second
team in NFL history to have a 0-16
record. 

The draft will continue to the New
York Giants and then end with the

Philadelphia Eagles, the current
Super Bowl champions. The order depends
upon each team’s record the previous season.
There are seven rounds.

The order of the draft can change moments
before the draft, during the draft, or even
months beforehand. So from today until the
draft begins, the order can ultimately change
completely. 

With the draft right around the corner, NFL
coaches, managers, and scouts will be looking
back onto the combine to find their later picks. 

Although many players may have come out
winners during the combine, it may not be
enough to find them a spot in the first round of
the draft. Many will fight until the day of the
draft in order to make an impression that will
guarantee them a spot. 
n Taylor Lee is a freshman student from

Waveland. 

Lee

NFL Scouting Combine 
can make or break players

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

The Centers for Disease Control has an-
nounced that this year’s theme is ‘Treat Me
Right’! The following is from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s ‘Treat Me
Right’ Campaign.

Did You Know:
Cases of gonorrhea, chlamydia, and syphilis

are at an all-time high. Left untreated, STDs can
cause:
n Increased risk of giving or getting HIV
n Long-term pelvic and/or abdominal pain
n Inability to get pregnant or pregnancy com-

plications
Testing is the only way to know if you have an

STD.
With the STD Awareness Month theme of

Treat Me Right, we’re encouraging you to ask
your healthcare provider what you can do - and
how you can work together - to ensure you stay
healthy.

Look for A Doctor Who:
Treats you with respect
Listens to your opinions and concerns
Encourages you to ask questions
Explains things in ways you understand
Recommends preventive services, like screen-

ing tests and shots
Treats many health problems including STDs
Refers you to a specialist when you need more

help with a specific health issue
Some providers may not discuss sex or STD

testing with you. Bring it up if they don’t.
There’s more to an office visit than just lab tests
and prescriptions. Arm yourself with the facts
and know what you should expect.

Talk With Your Healthcare Provider About
Sexual Health. When you visit your healthcare
provider, you should discuss sex as it relates to
your health. Your provider calls this “taking a
sexual history” and it helps them to understand
what STD tests you may need. Here are a few
questions you should expect and be prepared to
answer honestly:
n Have you been sexually active in the last

year?
n Do you have sex with men, women, or

both?
n In the past 12 months, how many sexual

partners have you had?
n Do you have anal, oral, or vaginal sex?
nWhat are you doing to protect yourself from

STDs?
You can ask them questions, too! For exam-

ple, you may want to know how to protect your-
self from getting an STD, which STD tests you
will be getting, or how often to get tested. Make
the most of your visit by thinking through your
questions ahead of time.

Vaccines are available for hepatitis B and
HPV. Ask your doctor whether these are right for
you.

Treat Me Right also includes getting all of the
STD tests that you need. CDC recommends
STD testing for people who are at higher risk for
STDs. However, anyone who has sex can get an
STD.

YOU ARE AT RISK FOR STDs IF YOU
CAN ANSWER YES TO ANY OF THESE
QUESTIONS:

Have you had vaginal, anal, or oral sex with-
out a condom?

Have you ever had an STD, including HIV?
Have any of your partners had an STD?
Have you or any of your partners ever inject-

ed drugs?
Have you or any of your partners exchanged

money or drugs for sex?
Is it possible that any of your sex partners in

the past 12 months had sex with someone else
while they were still in a relationship with you?

Testing positive for an STD is not the end.
Many STDs are curable and all are treatable.

If either you or your partner has an STD that
can be cured, both of you need to start treatment
immediately to avoid getting re-infected. Getting
treated right away can also help avoid health
problems down the road.

Please visit the CDC website at www.cdc.gov
for further information. 
nHealth Services has pamphlets and other in-

formation available on the prevention and treat-
ment of STDs.

This article was taken directly from the CDC
STD website and is intended for informational
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose or
treat. Please see your doctor if you have any of
the above symptoms or risk factors.  

Health Services is open Monday through

Friday from 8 a.m. -3 p.m. during the fall and

spring semesters. Stop by or call 403-1303 for

services or information. 

April is STD Awareness Month 

By MYCHAEL WILLIAMS
The Drawl Staff Writer

This year in the NCAA basketball tourna-
ment it has been very chaotic. The number of
teams that lost to teams seeded lower than
them in the second round is unbelievable.

The teams that fell short, I don’t
think underestimated their oppo-
nent, but rather the underdog teams
just played harder. Some of the
teams that have lost are seen late in
the tournament every year like
Xavier, North Carolina, and No. 1
Virginia. 

I don’t expect other high ranked
teams to play differently because
these teams were knocked out but
the tournament will be different.

One of the most surprising upsets
was UMBC beating No. 1-seed
Virginia. Over 98 percent of people who made
a bracket chose Virginia to win, causing brack-
ets to be ruined.

A second big upset came from No. 2 North
Carolina losing to No. 7 Texas A&M. The
score was 86-65 and the Tar  Heels being on
the opposite end of the winning pole which
was a little odd. 

Losing by 21 in a big game shocked a lot of
people but put Texas in the Sweet 16. Another
No. 1-seed team was defeated by No. 9 Florida
State. Xavier took a crushing loss against
Florida in the season ending 75-70 loss.

Xavier was winning by nine points with only
five minutes to go but in those five minutes

came Florida State to take the win. 
Xavier met with this same

Florida team last year in round two,
beating them 91-66. The Michigan
State upset with the Spartans losing
by only two points was very heart-
breaking. Michigan State’s basket-
ball team was a popular pick to win
the overall tournament, so this was
another one that ruined many of the
nation’s brackets. 

With all these games only being
two or three weeks into the tourna-

ment, it makes you think about the
outcome even more. Nobody is sure how long
the series of upsets will last but the upset-trail
hasn’t shown an ending yet. 

Hopefully the tournament stays as exciting
as it’s been so far and ends with an underdog
team winning the tournament.
n Mychael Williams is a freshman stu-

dent from Atlanta, Ga.

Williams

March Madness full of upsets

The Black
History
Month pro-
gram at the
Forrest
County
Center was
hosted  by
the History &
Humanities
Club.
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Early Registration Events
April 27  |  May 31  |  July 11

Beat the last-minute rush. Register early. 
Meet with advisors, register for classes, tour campus.  

wmcarey.edu  601-318-6103

A����������� Schoo

William Carey University is the 
first All-Steinway School in the state of Mississippi. 

This designation signifies Carey has made a 
commitment to excellence by providing students with 
the best instruments possible for the study of music. 
Student Nick Joslin, a double piano and voice major, 

said playing a Steinway is “encouraging and inspiring.”
To learn more about the Winters School of Music and 

Ministry Studies, visit wmcarey.edu/mms or call 
(601) 318-6175. Scholarship opportunities available.

Commitment to Excellence

Seven PRCC students will be traveling to
Washington, D.C., next month for the
Collegiate DECA International Career
Development Conference competition.

They are Kesha Saucier of Kiln, Caitlin
Sumrall of Poplarville, Haylee Herrin of
Picayune, Matthew Miller of Carriere, Luis
Smith of Tylertown, Kay’era Armstrong of
Gulfport and Ni’Jah Pace of Bassfield. 

All of them placed first in state competition
Jan. 31-Feb. 1 at Hinds Community College
with the exception of Pace who came in third.

“This year was very exciting for me as an in-
structor,” said Katie Ball, DECA advisor. “Six
out of seven students taking first place was
such a huge accomplishment. Many of our
DECA members are first-year students, which
says a lot about their knowledge and presenta-
tion skills.

“Knowing that they placed first ahead of stu-
dents from other community colleges and uni-

versities blows my mind. It just proves that
Pearl River Community College is providing
an exceptional education to our students.”

Herrin and Miller earned their first place in
the business-to-business marketing category;
Smith and Armstrong in emerging technology;
Saucier in human resource management and
Sumrall in hotel and lodging. Pace took third
place in professional sales.

Pace, Smith and Armstrong competed with
presentations - prepared solutions for a current
business or marketing issue presented to the
judge who was role playing as the client or
company representative. 

Herrin and Miller, Saucier and Sumrall com-
peted in case study events. They were given an
hour to review a business or marketing issue
and 20 minutes to present their ideas to the
judge.

The international conference will be April
11-15. 

PRCC students at the state DECA conference are, from left, Matthew Miller of Carriere,
Kesha Saucier of Kiln, Caitlin Sumrall of Poplarville, Luis Smith of Tylertown, Kayíera
Armstrong of Gulfport, NiíJah Pace of Bassfield and Haylee Herrin of Picayune.

DECA Conference winners

PRCC DECA students
advance to internationals

Instructor Lonnie Burchell, from left, Pearl River Community College president Dr. Adam
Breerwood and student honoree Jill Martin of Picayune attended the annual HEADWAE
events Feb. 20 in Jackson.

HEADWAE
Martin, Burchell honored at event

State leaders honored Pearl River
Community College student Jill Martin of
Picayune and science instructor Lonnie
Burchell of Hattiesburg Feb. 20 at the annual
HEADWAE events.

Higher Education Appreciation Day,
Working for Academic Excellence was estab-
lished by the Legislature more than 20 years
ago to honor academically talented students
and faculty.

Martin is a pre-nursing major, a member of
Phi Theta Kappa honor society and the
Leadership Honors Forum and is a paramedic
with AAA Ambulance Service. She plans to
earn a bachelor’s degree in nursing from the
University of Southern Mississippi and a mas-
ter’s degree as a nurse practitioner. 

She and her husband, Joshua Martin, are the
parents of three daughters - Kaylie, 13; Corrie,
10; and Abbie, 2.

Burchell has taught anatomy and physiolo-
gy, microbiology and zoology for 20 years on
the Poplarville campus. He holds bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from William Carey
University. He is married to Patricia Burchell,
Forrest-Perry County district attorney, and has
a daughter, Jennifer Cannon of Houston.

HEADWAE honorees from Mississippi
community colleges and four-year institutions
were introduced to the Legislature before at-
tending an awards luncheon at the Jackson
Marriott Hotel. The event is made possible by
corporate sponsors and coordinated by the
Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning.

Congratulations to Pearl River Community College for being awarded Mississippi
Development Authority Workforce Training Funds to purchase new advanced manufactur-
ing equipment. PRCC personnel on hand for the presentation of a $247,266 Mississippi
Works grant are, from left, Michelle Wilson-Stokes, Forrest County Center dean of stu-
dent services; Terri Clark, adult education director; Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, vice president for
workforce and economic development; Dr. Adam Breerwood, president; Dr. Jana Causey,
vice president for Forrest County operations; David Collum and Tim Donati, industrial
electronics instructors at the Forrest County Center; and Dr. Amanda Parker, assistant
vice president for Forrest County operations.

PRCC President Adam Breerwood visits with members of the news media.

PRCC receives workforce grant
Pearl River Community College announced

March 22 its acceptance of $247,266 in fund-
ing that will be used to purchase state-of-the-
art advanced manufacturing training equip-
ment for the college’s Forrest County Center.
The funding has been made available through
the State of Mississippi and the Mississippi
Works fund. 

Across the nation, employers are experienc-
ing a shortage of qualified and highly trained
job-seekers, but new training equipment at
PRCC coupled with the enhancement of the
two-year Industrial Electronics Technology
program curriculum will help provide a quali-
fied workforce to employers in the Pine Belt.

PRCC President Dr. Adam Breerwood says
that he is “grateful for the significant contribu-
tion from the Mississippi Works fund and is
thrilled about the opportunities that will be
made available to both students and employers
because of the investment.” 

The high-tech equipment will be used to
train individuals in both credit and noncredit
coursework at the community college to better
prepare students for the advanced manufactur-
ing workplace.

Funding for the grant was garnered through
the Greater Hattiesburg Workforce Needs

Proposal, which was developed in conjunction
with PRCC, the Area Development
Partnership (ADP) and 16 local industrial em-
ployers. PRCC was able to submit the propos-
al, complete with industry survey data, new
curriculum, and equipment needs, to the State
Workforce Investment Board (SWIB) in the
Office of the Governor where it was approved.

Executive Director of the SWIB, James
Williams, is “excited about the opportunity to
assist in the growth and continued develop-
ment of PRCC’s programs as well as Greater
Hattiesburg.”

The Industrial Electronics Technology (IET)
program at the Forrest County Center is al-
ready being taught with the updated curricu-
lum as outlined in the Greater Hattiesburg
Workforce Needs Proposal.

David Collum, instructor and lead in the cur-
riculum development and approval of the IET
program, said that “PRCC is looking forward
to even more accreditations for the program in-
cluding ETA-I Certified Electronics
Technician, FANUC Robots, OSHA, and CRC
certifications as it continues to grow.” 

The courses have been at maximum capaci-
ty, but registration is open for the 2018 fall se-
mester. 

PRCC recognized for online learning
AffordableCollegesOnline.org (ACO), a

leader in higher education information, re-
sources and rankings has recognized Pearl
River Community College for their excellence
in online learning.

“We wanted to honor the colleges and uni-
versities setting the bar for online learning,”
said Dan Schuessler, CEO and Founder of
AffordableCollegesOnline.org. “These schools
are going above and beyond the industry stan-
dard to help make online education programs

an excellent option and more affordable.”
Only public, not-for-profit institutions were

eligible for the ranking. The primary data
points used to identify the best online colleges
of 2018 include the following:
n Regional accreditation
n In-state tuition and fees
n Percent of full-time undergraduate stu-

dents receiving institutional financial aid
n Number of online programs offered
n Student-to-teacher ratio
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

PRCC student Vera Thacker tries out the “Hug Me” vend-
ing machine.

Students Javon Cooper and Catherine Jointer share a hug
and a card.

Learning lab instructor Hollye Knight getting a Coke.

The Forrest County Center Student
Government Association (SGA) hosted a
Valentine’s Day event to raise awareness
and money for the group.
The event included a “Hug Me” vending
machine where students got a free Coke in
exchange for a hug and candy/goodies for
sale. 
The SGA officers are Megan Breland (pres-
ident), Aleceia Seals (vice-president), and
Rosheda Harrington (secretary). The spon-
sors are Dr. Sylvia Preston, Mary Ann
Stewart, and librarian Sarah Welsh. 
If you are interested in joining SGA, con-
tact us or “like” the SGA Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/sgaprcc/. 

Valentine’s Day SGA
embraces ‘Hug Me’ 

By Dr. AMANDA PARKER
Assistant VP/Forrest County Operations

It is often noted that spring is the season for
new growth and change.

This is certainly true for all of us here at
Pearl River Community College. In the fall we
all eagerly welcomed our 11th President into
office.

Dr. Adam Breerwood has made great
changes that have positively influenced our
college as a whole. Here at the Forrest County
Center under Dr. Breerwood and Dr. Jana
Causey’s leadership, we are excited about
many changes to come. 

We have begun renovations to building 3.
When completed, this building will house all
our student services including business servic-
es, financial aid, advisement, recruitment and
administration.

In addition, the classrooms will get a
makeover. With great change comes some in-
convenience. We hope all students, faculty, and
staff will pardon the condition of the area

while we work to improve the campus.
Some classes have been moved to other

buildings during the renovations. This is just a
start to the great improvements we will see at
the Forrest County Center. 
n While we work to improve the infrastruc-

ture of the Forrest County Center, we are still
focused on student success. 

All students can log into River Guide to
identify their assigned advisor. Please contact
your advisor to set-up an appointment to make
your summer and fall schedules.

If you are on track to graduate in May 2018,
make sure you apply to graduate. 

To keep things fun, we plan to offer several
events to finish out the spring semester. Our
last lecture in the Honor’s Lecture series will
be held April 5 at 12:15. Dr. David Bunch will
present “Dungeons and Dragons: How Fantasy
Can Enhance Reality.”

We have numerous club activities as well.
Make sure you use the public google calendar
to keep up with all the FCC events you can
take part in.  

Renovations underway;
time now to look ahead 

Dr. Seuss’s birthday

Members of the Pearl
River Community
College family helped
local school children cel-
ebrate Dr. Seuss’s birth-
day on March 2. Dr. Jana
Causey, Vice President
of Forrest County
Operations; Dr. Amanda
Parker, Assistant Vice
President at Forrest
County; and W.C. Rivers
joined in the  Read
Across America event.
They visited  Petal
schools, Lamar County
schools and Target’s
PreK event.

The Area Development Partnership in-
vited PRCC administrators, faculty and
students from the Forrest County
Center to attend the Legislative Forum
March 5 at the Trent Lott National
Center on the campus USM. More
than 30 from PRCC attended.

By Dr. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to The Drawl

I work at the PRCC Auto
Mechanics school in
Poplarville every Tuesday and
Thursday, since I teach at the
Forrest County Center on
Mondays and Wednesdays,
and I always look forward to
lunch time. 

While many of the students
bring their lunches, the in-
structors and I often eat in
town where the choices are
good for a place the size of
Poplarville. 

For example, we often hit
the Mexican restaurant, the
pizza/salad place, several
sandwich establishments, and
“Noodles and Poodles” for
something more exotic.

In my opinion, however,
none can compete with our
own Olivia Bender cafeteria
in terms of selection, quality,
and price.

It’s our own version of an
exclusive “prix fixe” menu.
This academic year, I have
had occasion to eat in the stu-
dent cafeterias at USM, Ole
Miss, and at Mississippi State,
as well as at William Carey
and Mississippi College, and
we are very competitive. 

Having spent most of my
life in the military and the rest
as a student at colleges and
universities in California,
Rhode Island, Oklahoma, and
New Mexico, I consider my-
self an expert on institutional
food. Granted, I guess I’m not
very picky. In fact, I’m the
grocer’s best friend because I

will eat food off their shelves
long past its expiration date.

I suppose I got like that in
Vietnam where any hot meal
was a good meal. Out in the
bush, we had those MRE’s
(Meals Ready to Eat), and
even though it was 1967 or
68, we were eating stuff that
was packaged for the Korean
War. 

Although there were 8 or 10
different entrees, they all tast-
ed about the same, particular-
ly in the rain and mud. Out of
desperation, several of us
used to dump our different en-
trees into a big pot and cook
up a “stew” goulash, or bouil-
labaisse that often defied de-
scription. Sometimes it was
pretty good; but usually it was
downright strange.

I’m certainly no gourmet or
connoisseur of fine food, but
I’ve figured out that the best
food is often the simplest, just
like nothing quenches your
thirst like a simple glass of
cold, clear water. My favorite
sandwich, for example, dates
back to when I lived in
France: a fresh baguette,
smeared with butter, topped
with a sliced hard-boiled egg,
salt and pepper to taste.

Eating out in town, we often
compare what we get there for
what we pay back at the River.

A change of scenery every
once in a while is nice, but the
value, choice, quality, and
quantity doesn’t come close.
Eat local!
n Dr. Benny Hornsby is an

adjunct instructor of sociolo-
gy and English at PRCC.

Best deal in town
our own cafeteria
Check out food selection

Travelers on
Highway 49
South and visi-
tors to Pearl
River Community
College’s Forrest
County Center in
Hattiesburg will
notice a new
flashing billboard
at the boulevard
entrance, now in
operation, in-
forming patrons
of important
dates and cam-
pus activities at
the campus.

New signage at FCC
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Instructor introduces class to ‘Gamification’

By CHUCK ABADIE
Director of Public Relations

As an instructor at Pearl River Community
College, Dr. Dan Childers had a strong sense
that he needed to change his World Literature I
class, but he wasn’t exactly sure how.

He’s been teaching for 15 years, and during
that time, he’s noticed that students lost their at-
tention very quickly, and too many lacked the
motivation to learn the curriculum’s topics. 

“I already had the theme of Heroes & Villains
but I felt the class needed something more,” said
Dr. Childers, who is in his third year of teaching
at PRCC.

“I started looking at Joseph Campbell’s book,
‘Hero of a Thousand Journeys,’ and I watched
some of his famous interview series with Bill
Moyers where he talked about myths as being
allegorical for our own hero’s journey. I really
liked that idea. I came up with the idea of mak-
ing the class about students’ own “journey”
through the class.

“So I decided to make the class similar to a
classic adventure or role playing videogame.”  

Thus, the term: “Gamification.”
Dr. Childers explains that Gamification

means to add game-like ele-
ments to a class. It’s used in a
broad variety of ways. In his
class, all the game-field ele-
ments are essentially optional,
but students gain advantages in
the class if they engage it, and
they will get more out of the
class.

“I have known about the idea
of “gamifying” classes for some
time,” said Dr. Childers, who
also serves as the adviser for the
school’s videogame club.

“I am a life-long gamer, but I had not ever at-
tempted to incorporate any of these elements
into the class. I started playing in Canvas to see
what I could come up with and when I started
realizing all the ways I could bend and stretch
Canvas to make it into a videogame, ideas just
started coming faster than I could implement
them.”

The basic class structure is broken up into
“Main Quests” and “Side Quests.”
n Main Quests: Mandatory assignments that

are pretty much the same as they would be in
any other class (readings assignments and
quizzes on the readings, etc.). These are worth a
percentage of their class grade.
n Side Quests: These are optional assign-

ments that do not contribute to their overall
grade. Instead, completing these assignments
earn them “Hero Points,” which they can then
spend in class on items. A description of all
items and their costs are listed in Canvas for stu-
dents to look at any time they wish.

“When students come to me to buy items, be-
fore or after class, I give them a literal item card
with a description of what the item does and the
cost of the item is deducted from their total
points,” said Dr. Childers. 

Some examples of items students can buy in
the Item store with the points they get from
doing side quests:

Chalice of Forgiveness, 1000 points - Allows
students to make up assignments on a day they
missed class.

Hex Spell, 1800 points - Forces the instructor
to tell the correct answer to a quiz question to
the entire class.

Cloak of Invisibility, 6,000 points - Allows
students to smuggle in notes to the mid-term.

Horn of Rumor, 500 points - Get a hint from
the instructor on any quest you are stuck on.

Spell of Sustenance, 15,000 points -
Instructor brings donuts for the entire class.

Slow Time Spell, 3,000 points - Allows stu-
dent to take the second half of the mid-term as a

take home exam.
Serpent Slayer, 20,000  points - Destroys any

one daily quiz automatically, giving the entire
class an automatic “A” on it.

The amount of Hero points they earn from a
given side quest depends on how difficult it is,
but it can range anywhere from 200 to 1,000
points per quest. 

Childers’ students embraced his ideas quick-
ly.

“He makes it interesting,” said Aleceia Seals
of Hattiesburg. “Not only are we being taught
something in class, he brings excitement to it.
It’s kind of like a video game. I am a big video
game fan, and he runs the video game club.
Basically, he ties that into his lessons and it
makes it so interesting for all of us and not just
a couple of us.”

Lane Hall of Hattiesburg agrees. “The class is
neat and cool. It’s not your average common
college-credit class. He modernizes it for us,
throws in a bunch of cool things that keep you
into the course and makes it fun doing it.”

Jacob Cranston of Flowood says the class is
designed around heroes and myths throughout
history. “Each of the quizzes is set up like
quests,” he said. “I enjoy mythology. I know

there are a lot of people who
don’t enjoy mythology, but
even people who were dreading
this class when it first started are
very into the class now.

“It’s a very interesting way to
present the class. You do not
feel like you are in class. You
feel like you are playing a
game.”

Dr. Childers also has special
events and new side quest that
open as the semester develops.
“For example, right now I just

released a side quests involving 3 ‘Plague
Dragons’ that have descended upon the Trial of
Champions (the mid-term),” he said.

“Students have three weeks to collectively
work together to earn as many Hero Points (by
completing side quest) as possible to defeat
these dragons. Each dragon defeated means
they get to drop one question from the mid-term
exam. If the class as a whole accumulates
60,000 Hero points, they get to drop one ques-
tion. If they accumulate 75,000, they get to drop
two questions from the mid-term. And if they
achieve 100,000, they get to drop three ques-
tions from the mid-term.

“However, for every student that drops the
class between now and then the cost of defeat-
ing each dragon goes up 10,000. This encour-
ages them to work together and support each
other. So there is a bit of a “push-pull” with stu-
dents competing for high scores but also work-
ing together to finish quests.”

The class also has a collectible card game
component to it. “When students come to class,
I pass out cardboard cards with the heroes and
villains from the works we read that day and we
decide as a group how to distribute their ‘points’
(i.e. their intelligence, strength, luck etc.),” said
Dr. Childers. 

“At the end of the semester, students will have
an entire deck of cards and the rules of the game
to play it, but they can also use these cards as a
study guide mechanism. The ‘item cards’ they
buy from the shop also work in this game and
give the hero’s various abilities.”

As an English teacher, Dr. Childers likes chal-
lenging his students. Gamification is one av-
enue that has helped him capture and sustain his
students’ interest.

“This is my first try at this sort of class,” he
said. “In the fall, I’m trying to make the num-
bers to run two sections of it if I can generate the
interest. I’m excited about the future for this
class, and I look forward to continuing to devel-
op it for years to come.”

Dr. CHILDERS BIO
n Bachelor’s degrees from
Southern Illinois University
- Philosophy & English
n Master’s and PhD in
English from USM, focus
on Renaissance Literature.
n Taught at USM through
graduate school, MA &
PhD, and for two years on a
fellowship.

Hailey Reid (above) of Sumrall and Aleceis Seals (below) of Hattiesburg work to earn
Hero Points by completing side quests, using cards as a study guide mechanism.

Dr. Childers: Video game component

a part of World Literature instruction

Above, Dr. Dan Childers goes over instructions as students prepare to play pool noodle
poker, where they match up authors with their works. Below, students (from left) Madison
Marshall of Petal, Jacob Franston of Flowood and Micah Thornton of Hattiesburg show
Dr. Childers how they have matched up authors with their works.   

Why Use Gamification in Education?
As games become a bigger part of culture, the potential they have to transform students’ ex-
periences in school grows. By the time kids are 21, they’ve played 10,000 hours of video
games, the same amount of time they’ve spent in school. Because of this, they’re more like-
ly to respond to the use of games in other settings, like the classroom. This is called gamifi-
cation, or applying game principles to non-game situations. Gamification is more likely to
be successful today because students are more willing to be active participants in its imple-
mentation. They naturally gravitate to the aesthetics of games and immediately understand
and respect their mechanics and rules. Source: 

Left photo, World Lit students (Peyton Lindsey of Spanish Fort, Ala., and Micah Thornton
of Hattiesburg), along with Courtney Ballenger of Hattiesburg and Jacob Franston of
Flowood, right photo, examine cards and distribute points for heroes.

Dr. Childers explains the rules of “Get Lit,” a competitive card game, where students com-
pete against each other for points. 

Canvas home page

Collectible cards

Some 
of the 
quiz
game
elements
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The Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa two-year honor society inducted new members
March 5. The chapter includes students on the Poplarville campus and at the Hancock
Center. Advisors are Trevor Hunt, Jeff McCoy, Robin Nix and Lisa Wall. The new mem-
bers include, seated, Casey Ladner and Tess Ball, both of Poplarville; first row from left,
Steven Warran of Kiln, Ashley Terwilliger of Saucier, Reis Trager of Moss Point, Kylie
Terrell of Hattiesburg, Elizabeth Ann Taggard of Carriere, Rylee Swilley of Kiln, Caitlin
Sumrall, Kelsey Strahan and Katelyn Stuart, all of Poplarville; Kimberly Spiers of
Picayune, Erin Snider of Carriere, Kenneth Smith of Laurel, Evan Smith and Addison
Smith, both of Poplarville; Tia Sims of Columbia, Payton Seyfarth of Hattiesburg, Katie
Rutledge of Carriere, Grace Sanders of Sumrall, Hannah Purvis and Alyssa Pinero, both
of Picayune; Shemar Page of Raleigh, Laken Patrick of Foxworth; second row, Caroline
Vidrine of Bay St. Louis, Tyas Owens of Columbia, Sarah Ogden of Sumrall, J.D. OíBrian
III of Purvis, Magruder OíBannon of Long Beach, Phoebe Nix of Poplarville, Madison
Nobles of Columbia, Sarah Nations of Wiggins, Daniel Munyan of Saucier, Michael Mills
of Picayune, Haley McSwain of Petal, Brittany McLaurin of Picayune, Neely McCleod of
Lucedale, William Masters of Lumberton, Jackson Mapp of Hattiesburg, Alison Lott of
Carriere, Deyton Lingle of Lake, Taylor Lee of Bay St. Louis, Trenton Lee of Picayune,

Jordan Lee of Redwood, Walker Leathers of Gulfport, Christian Jordan of Poplarville;
third row, Mary Grace Turner of Leakesville, Shannon Johnson of Carriere, Tyrese Jinner
of Lumberton, Antwon Jefferson of Bassfield, Sierra Jarrell and Cheyenne Ingersoll, both
of Carriere; Iliana Iniguez of Bay St. Louis, Connor Holston and Amber Hodnett, both of
Carriere; Bryce Hall of Hattiesburg, Christine Hook of Poplarville, Angela Hembra of
Lumberton, John “Jack” Hays and Cameron Hawkins, both of Picayune; Colson Harper
of Meridian, Kaley Hammett of Gulfport, Madyson Turnage and Taylor Gregory, both of
Picayune; Krista Foxworth of Foxworth, Derek Eberly of Blountstown, Fla.; Aaron Dusang
of Picayune, Dylann Dunaway of Poplarville; fourth row, Carley Thornhill of Thornhill,
Emma Culliver of Poplarville, Taia Cuevas of Picayune, Sydni Crain of Poplarville, Ryan
Counts of Carriere, Ramey Cochran of Lucedale, Wiley Cleland of Columbia, Rachel
Carlisle of Lumberton, Lonnie Burrell of Brandon, Charlie Burge of Purvis, Kelsey Bullen
of Lumberton, Emily Brana of Purvis, Henry Bourne III of Jackson, Madeline Boover of
Sumrall, Dallas Blaker of Long Beach, Jessie Besanson and Allison Berryman, both of
Carriere; Hailey Bernard of Picayune, Allison Beasley and Cole Bean, both of Carriere;
Joshua Andreozzi of Picayune and Layken Alber of Poplarville.
PRCC Public Relations photo 

Iota Mu chapter induction 

Beta Tau Gamma chapter induction 

HATTIESBURG - New members of the Beta Tau Gamma
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa international honor society
were inducted Feb. 26 at the R.C. Cook University Union
on the University of Southern Mississippi campus. 
More than 80 students were inducted. They are listed by
hometowns.
Bassfield - Makaya Washington.
Bay St. Louis - Charles Davis. 
Biloxi - Amber Polite.
Brooklyn - Charles Bullock.
Byram - Alexandria Redfield.
Collins - Erin Collins. 
Columbia - Lakesha Franklin. 
d’Iberville - Anna Nguyen. 
Ellisville - Emily Norwood.  
Hattiesburg - Monica Amaya, Thaddeus Barncastle,
Deena Barnes, Jordan Barnette, Destin Benson, Ashley

Brock, Jon Carter, Angelique Cole, Molly Crabtree, William
Dubose, Narkita Gammage, Cecelia Garrett, Kaitlin Gory,
Jade Hayes, Tyrinda Johnson, Trevor Keys, James King,
William Kohli, Hannah Lee, Takyra Lesha, Dusty Lewis,
Yolanda Linares, Chandler Mantooth, Sherika McGhee,
Hayden Obrien, Michael Pascarella, Maria Perez, Allison
Pickett, Tim Polley, Bryce Roe, Alecia Seals, Heather
Stanley, Raven Sterling, Allison Thurman, Kacey Toney,
Jonathan Williams, Brandon Woods, Timothy Young.
Laurel - Ethan Speir. 
Lena - Pamela Pope.     
Lucedale - Alexis Collier. 
Lumberton - Diana Jones. 
Meridian - Neeosha Ruffin. 
Moselle - Logan Carr. 
Natchez - Hope Johnson. 
Pachuta - Jennifer Parker.

Petal - Kayla Barnes, Kathryn Ferguson, Lauryl Nguyen,
Jonathan Parks, Destiny Rogers, Renee Saavedra,
Samantha Slick-Sharpe, Robin Smith, Katlyn Storey,
Kimberly Weaver.
Picayune - Taia Cuevas, Rachel Jones. 
Poplarville - Meagan Wheat.
Prentiss - Nicholas Jeffries. 
Purvis - Aric Alexander, Chantel Breland, Destin Brock,
Tyler Keen, Patrick Peerboom, Cameron Stewart, Joshua
Worbington. 
Richton - Haley Mabile, Mary McSwain, Jasmine Reed. 
Sandy Hook - Sawyer Barber.
Sumrall - Amanda Dearman, Tamara Gurley, Hailey Reid,
Emily Spell, Kevin Spencer.   
n Beta Tau Gamma advisors: David Collum, Dr. Doug
Donohue, Dr. Amanda Parker, Dr. Ryan Ruckel and Dr. Terri
Smith Ruckel. Beta Tau Gamma president is Said Otwane.

These members of the Beta
Tau Gamma Chapter took
the first steps “toward the
best decision they have
ever made, toward a life of
opportunity, success, and
growth,” said Dr. Ryan
Ruckel, Beta Tau Gamma
advisor. “All of them will be
eligible for transfer scholar-
ships and completion schol-
arships as well as
Workforce certification
scholarships in the amounts
of thousands of dollars.
Those who transfer will be
able to complete their four-
year degree possibly debt
free. Our Hallmarks are
scholarship, leadership,
service, and fellowship.”
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Phi Theta Kappa chapters bring home awards

The Iota Mu Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at the Poplarville campus with their awards, from left are: Charlie Burge of
Purvis, Lisa Wall - advisor, Stanton Ladner of Perkinston, Marella Failla of Picayune, Gage Kennedy of Kiln, Robin Nix -
advisor, Myles Ellis of Moss Point, Jasmine McGill of Heidelberg, Alejandra Alcantara of Carriere, JD O’Brian of
Baxterville, Fred McCollum of Prentiss, Caitlin Sumrall of Poplarville, and Kyle Stallings of Gulfport. Not pictured are ad-
visors Trevor Hunt and Jeff McCoy.

Beta Tau Gamma (Forrest County Center)
n Dr. Doug Donohue won third place as a

Distinguished Advisor. 
n Dr. Terri Ruckel won first place as a Continued

Excellence Advisor. 
n Placed in top ten for College project. 
n Distinguished Chapter
n Chapter elected as a Regional Officer. 
n Michael Evans was awarded a Golden Key

award. 
n Dr. Donohue, Dr. Amanda Parker, David Collum,

and both Drs. Ruckel won Horizon Awards for
Advisors.

Iota Mu (Poplarville)
n Placed in top ten for Honors in Action Project
n Placed in top three for Honors in Action Theme

One: Myth And Reality
n Distinguished Chapter
n 1st runner-up for the regional website award
n Dr. Jennifer Seal was recognized as a

Distinguished Administrator
n Jasmine McGill was awarded a Golden Key

award
n Robin Nix, Lisa Wall, Trevor Hunt, and Jeff

McCoy won Horizon Awards for Advisors. 

2018 Phi Theta Kappa Awards Gala held
March 2-3 at the University of Southern
Mississippi’s Thad Cochran Center. 

PRCC staff members from the Forrest County Center who
received Horizon Awards for Advisors are from left: David

Collum, Dr. Amanda Parker, Dr. Terri Ruckel, Dr. Ryan
Ruckel and Dr. Doug Donohue.

Jasmine McGill (right) of Heidelberg was awarded a
Golden Key award. She is pictured with advisor Lisa Wall.

Michael Evans (right) of Purvis was awarded a Golden
Key award. He is pictured with advisor David Collum.

n FROM page 1
For the first time, the All-Mississippi

Academic Team includes the Workforce
category for students in career-technical
programs as well as the Transfer catego-
ry for students planning to continue their
education at a four-year university.

Evans, Park, Greenlee and King are on
the Workforce Team with Novak, Catlett,
Alcantara and Kennedy on the Transfer
Team. 

Novak is a member of Who’s Who in
American Community College and vice
president of the Science Club, Beta Tau
Gamma PTK chapter and the Honors
Institute. She is also a member of Sigma
Kappa Delta, Mu Alpha Theta, History
and Humanities Club, Travel Club and
the Student Government Association.

Catlett is president of the Forrest
County Center Honors Institute, vice
president of Beta Tau Gamma PTK chap-
ter and regional webmaster and a mem-
ber of the Science Club, Mu Alpha Theta,
Sigma Kappa Delta, History and
Humanities Club, Chess Club and

Videogame Club. A pre-med major, he
plans to attend Mississippi State
University to study physical therapy with
a long-range goal of becoming a physical
therapy doctor.

Evans is an electronics technology stu-
dent planning to enter the workforce after
graduation. He is president of Sigma
Kappa Delta and vice president of Beta
Tau Gamma PTK chapter and the
History and Humanities Club and a
founding member and vice president of
the Music Club.

Parks is a President’s List scholar and
member of Beta Tau Gamma PTK chap-
ter and is a work-study employee of the
Forrest County Center electronics lab.
He is studying electronics engineering
technology/biomedical equipment repair
with the goal of a career as a biomedical
technician or an aerospace industry test
technician.

Alcantara is vice president of the Iota
Mu PTK chapter on the Poplarville cam-
pus, a member of the Honors Institute
and Student Alumni Association and a

Dean’s and President’s List scholar. She
plans to transfer to MSU to study archi-
tecture.

Greenlee is an instrumentation and
technology major with a 4.0 GPA in three
semesters. He was a wide receiver on the
Wildcat football team, is a member of
Iota Mu PTK chapter and is a President’s
List scholar. He plans to enter the work-
force after graduation.

Kennedy is an Honors Institute student,
vice president of the Iota Mu PTK chap-
ter, a member of the Stem Club and SGA
and a peer leader/tutor at Student Support
Services. He plans to pursue a degree in
mechanical engineering at MSU.

King is a member of PTK, Sigma
Kappa Delta and the Science Club. She
plans to earn a bachelor’s degree in nurs-
ing at William Carey University and then
specialize in obsetrics and gynecology.

Beta Tau Gamma advisors are Dr.
Doug Donohue, Dr. Amanda Parker,
Dr.Ryan Ruckel and Dr. Terri Ruckel.

Iota Mu advisors are Trevor Hunt, Jeff
McCoy, Robin Nix and Lisa Wall.

COCA-COLA

PRCC Phi Theta Kappa faculty and students manned the registration tables for the 2018 Gala at USM.

Left, PRCC President Adam
Breerwood welcomes Phi
Theta Kappa students to
the 2018 Awards Gala at
USM March 2-3. Above, Dr.
Ryan Ruckel served as
master of ceremonies for
the event at the Thad
Cochran Center.
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

When I first arrived at Southern Miss, I was trying to mimic the college experience I saw on TV. 

But once I received my grades, I realized I was devoting too much time to my social life. I had to 

take a step back and focus on my studies. Now, I understand the balance between social life and 

academics. My professors here have given me the encouragement and help I need to succeed.

 MY PROFESSORS HERE  

 HAVE GIVEN ME THE  

 ENCOURAGEMENT AND  

 HELP I NEED TO SUCCEED 

Junior   

 MARIO JEFFERSON 
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PRCC Career Fair
Fifty-four companies along with law en-
forcement and military agencies took part
in the PRCC Career Fair, hoping to attract
promising new employees. The fair was
held in White Coliseum. Above, Tiffany
Baucum, branch manager of BankPlus in
Poplarville, hands information to PRCC
student Caitlyn Breath of Metairie, La.
Left, PRCC student Justin Saucier of
Poplarville and Donna Johnston with the
Mississippi Department of Rehabilitation
Services play with a freebie handed out by
James J. Chiniche PA, an engineering and
surveying company in Bay St. Louis.
Below, PRCC students Pamela Rivero,
left, and Iyana Fairley, both of Hattiesburg,
talk with Lt. Allen Murray about career op-
portunities with the Hattiesburg Police
Department.

Transfer Fair

Above, PRCC student Kaitlin Entrekin of
Poplarville talks with Doug Robinson of
the Center for Military Veterans, Service
Members and Families at the University
of Southern Mississippi at PRCC’s
College Transfer Fair on March 7 in
White Coliseum. Left, Christina Swayze
of Columbia talks with admissions coun-
selor Kalie Kirkland about the possibility
of transferring to the University of
Mississippi after her time at PRCC. Ole
Miss was one of 22 universities and
branches of the military at the Transfer
Fair. 

Above, Deena Kuntz of Mississippi State looks up course information for PRCC student
Anthony Walker of Prentiss. Below, Mary Martin, a PRCC student from Picayune, talks
with Belhaven University admissions advocate Michael Hawkins during the Transfer Fair.
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Dr. Kyle Hill, Chair 
of the Department 
of Fine Arts and 
Communications.

 As we look forward to the 2017-18 season, we hope you will consider joining us at the Brownstone Cen-
ter for the Arts as we present an exciting season of entertainment.  Information about season tickets and individual 
tickets can be found on our Facebook, our website, and by contacting the BCA ticket offi ce.  We look forward to 
seeing you at the Brownstone.  

2017 - 2018 Season2017 - 2018 Season

Season Tickets: $150                                        601-403-1180                                    Individual event tickets available

April 5 & 6 - 7 p.m.April 5 & 6 - 7 p.m.
Big RiverBig River

April 10 - 7 p.m.April 10 - 7 p.m.
PRCC Band ConcertPRCC Band Concert

April 17 - 3 p.m.April 17 - 3 p.m.
Awards DayAwards Day

April 17 - 7 p.m.April 17 - 7 p.m.
PRCC Singers ConcertPRCC Singers Concert

& Fine Arts Hall of Fame& Fine Arts Hall of Fame

April 19 - 7 p.m.April 19 - 7 p.m.
New York VoicesNew York Voices

April 26 - 7 p.m.April 26 - 7 p.m.
Jazz Cats ConcertJazz Cats Concert

April 29 - 3 p.m.April 29 - 3 p.m.
PRCC InvitationalPRCC Invitational
Short Film Expo Short Film Expo 

www.brownstonecenter.comwww.brownstonecenter.com

The PRCC theater department will present the
Tony Award-winning musical Big River: The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn on April 5 and 6.

Lucas Williams of Picayune plays the lead role
of Huck with DeAndre Finley of Pontotoc as his
pal Tom Sawyer and Hunter King of Picayune as
the slave Jim.

The roles of the con men Huck encounters on
the river are played by Matthew Thigpen of
Columbia as Duke and science instructor Robert
Maynard of Hattiesburg as King.

Big River is based on Mark Twain’s classic
novel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, pub-
lished in 1884. The music and lyrics were written
by Roger Miller, perhaps best known for his song
King of the Road.

Others in the cast are Taylor Graham of
Picayune, Alice; Jenna Lee of Lumberton, servant;
Sadie Kesler of Poplarville, Sally; Madeline
Boover of Sumrall, Mary Jane Wilkes; Jackie Neal
of Wiggins, JoAnna Wilkes; Cammie Moree of
Sumrall, Miss Watson; Courtney Sones of
Carriere, Widow Douglas; Haylee Herrin of
Picayune, second man; and Sarah Ogden of
Sumrall, strange woman. 

Playing multiple roles are Jonathan Dixon of
Petal, Ben and young fool; Ricardo January of
Laurel, Silas, counselor Robinson, Harvey Wilkes
and Judge Thatcher; and Austin Warner of
Franklinton, La., Harper, first man and Sheriff Bell.

Theater instructor Christopher Flynn is the di-
rector.

The musical begins at 7 p.m. April 5 and 6
at the Brownstone Center. Tickets are $20 and
$15. Faculty and staff receive a $5 discount up
to two tickets. Students may purchase one
ticket for $5 with PRCC ID.

Theater department
presents ‘Big River’

April gives fine arts students the opportuni-
ty to shine in end-of-the year performances:
n The curtain will rise on Big River: The

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn on Thursday,
April 5 and Friday, April 6. Students get in for
$5 with ID; employees get a $5 discount on up
to two tickets at $15 or $20.
n The Wind Ensemble and the Concert

Band will play a variety of musical styles on
Tuesday, April 10. Students get in free with ID;
general admission is $5 at the door.
n Variety will again prevail at the Spring

Choral Concert on Tuesday, April 17, with
music by the RiverRoad Pop Choir and the
PRCC Singers. Between the performances, the
first five members of the PRCC Fine Arts Hall
of Fame will be honored. Students get in free
with ID; general admission is $5 at the door.
n Jazz will take center stage on Thursday,

April 26, when the JazzCats and The Voices
perform. Students get in free with ID; general
admission is $5 at the door.

All performances begin at 7 p.m. at the
Brownstone Center.

Busy Brownstone schedule

Poplarville weekly events
Monday - BSU Discipleship Study, 5 p.m.,

BSU
Tuesday - Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday - Bible Study, 6 p.m., BSU
Fellowship of Christian Athletes gathering, 7

p.m., Malone Chapel
Thursday - Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU

—-
Friday, March 30 - Good Friday holiday
Monday, April 2 - Forrest County Center

DECA meeting, 12:15 p.m., Building 5 room
113

Registration begins for summer and fall
2018

Wednesday, April 4 - Sarah Boone
Memorial Bone Marrow Donor Drive, 12-5:30
p.m., cafeteria west dining room 

FCC BSU lunch, 12 p.m., Zumba room
Thursday, April 5 - FCC Honors Lecture by

Dr. David Bunch, 12:15 p.m., multipurpose
room; Dungeons and Dragons, How Fantasies
Can Enhance Reality

PRCC musical Big River, 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center; $20 and $15

Rodeo team competes at University of
Arkansas Monticello through Saturday

Friday, April 6 - PRCC musical Big River,
7 p.m., Brownstone Center

Saturday, April 7 - Wildcat Weekend at the
River

Running Wild at the River 5K, 8:30 a.m.,
Wellness Center; $25 registration fee

Football scrimmage, 11:30 a.m., Dobie
Holden Stadium, $5 admission

Baseball vs Meridian, 2 p.m. doubleheader,
Athletic Complex, $5 admission

Softball vs Holmes, 2 p.m. doubleheader and
Sophomore Recognition, Athletic Complex,
$5 admission

Tuesday, April 10 - PRCC band concert, 7
p.m., Brownstone Center

Thursday, April 12 - FCC Book Club meet-
ing, 12:15 p.m., Student Success Center

FCC Mu Alpha Theta business meeting,
12:15 p.m., Building 1 room 108

Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame Gala, 6
p.m., Southern Oaks House and Gardens,
Hattiesburg

Sunday, April 29 - PRCC Film Expo, 3
p.m., Brownstone Center

Monday, April 16 - FCC DECA meeting,
12:15 p.m., Building 5 room 113

Tuesday, April 17 - Awards Day, 3 p.m.,
Brownstone Center

PRCC choral concert and Fine Arts Hall of
Fame ceremony, 7 p.m., Brownstone Center

Wednesday, April 18 - FCC BSU lunch, 12
p.m., Zumba room

Thursday, April 19 - New York Voices per-
formance, 7 p.m., Brownstone Center 

Wednesday, April 25 - Spring BBQ, 4:30
p.m., sandlot baseball field and sand volleyball
area

Thursday, April 26 - FCC Awards Day, 11
a.m. 

JazzCats and The Voices concert, 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center

Sunday, April 29 - PRCC Film Expo, 3
p.m., Brownstone Center

Monday, April 30 - FCC Game Clubís end
of semester game party, 12-3 p.m., Zumba
room

FCC DECA end-of-year-party, 12:15 p.m.,
Building 5 room 113

Thursday, May 3 - Dental hygiene pinning
ceremony, 6 p.m., Woodall Center, Hattiesburg

Friday, May 4 - Cafeteria closes after lunch;
dorms close at 4 p.m.

Thursday, May 10 - Occupational therapy
pinning ceremony, 5 p.m, Woodall Center,
Hattiesburg

ADN pinning ceremony, 6 p.m., Brownstone
Center 

Radiography pinning ceremony, 6:30 p.m.,
Woodall Center, Hattiesburg

Friday, May 11 - Graduation for students
receiving AAS diploma or certificate, 10 a.m.,
White Coliseum

Graduation for students receiving AA diplo-
ma, 1 p.m., White Coliseum

Calendar of events

Rawls

Holmes

Purvis

Sprinkell

Malone

Five former students and instruc-
tors have been selected as the inau-
gural members of the Fine Arts
Hall of Fame at Pearl River
Community College.

They are Connie Holmes and Dr.
Mark Malone, both of Hattiesburg;
Howell Purvis of Purvis, Archie
Rawls of Poplarville and the late
Michael Sprinkell of Gulfport.

They will be honored during the
PRCC Choral Concert at 7 p.m.
April 17 at the Brownstone Center
in Poplarville.

“We have been wanting to start a
hall of fame for several years,” said
Dr. Kyle Hill, chairman of the
Department of Fine Arts and
Communication. “It is an opportu-
nity to honor former students and
instructors in all areas of the arts,
those who have contributed to the
success of the department over the
years.”

The honorees will be introduced
between the performances of the
RiverRoad Pop Choir and the
PRCC Singers. Tickets for the con-
cert are $5 at the door.

Holmes taught speech and drama
courses at PRCC from 1971-2001,
sponsored Delta Psi Omega com-
munity college theater honor socie-
ty and directed children’s theater as
well as PRCC productions, includ-
ing a dinner theater. 

She also directed the String of
Pearls dance team for more than 20
years. Holmes taught part-time at
the Forrest County Center after her
retirement.

For 21 years, Malone was direc-
tor of choral music at PRCC where
he conducted The Pearl River
Singers, RiverRoad show choir and
The Voices ensemble along with
teaching music courses. Choirs
under his direction made three con-
cert tours of England, Wales,
Scotland, and France and per-
formed nationwide.

He is in his 12th year as coordi-
nator of music education and pro-
fessor of music in the Winters

School of Music at William Carey
University. He also is the curricu-
lum designer for the Mississippi
Arts Commission’s Mississippi
Blues Project.

Purvis played first trumpet at
Pearl River before graduating in
1955 and entering Navy flight
training. His career included 10
years as a Navy pilot and 22 years
as a member of the U.S. Secret
Service. During that time, he was
on the protection details of five
presidents, five vice presidents and
numerous foreign heads of state. 

Following retirement, he began
playing the trumpet again. Through
his association with VFW Post
3036, he has played Taps at 502
military funerals.

Rawls not only graduated from
Pearl River but returned in 1980 as
band director. When he retired in
2015, he was chairman of the
Department of Fine Arts and
Communication and director of
the Brownstone Center. He was
instrumental in the planning and
construction of the Brownstone
Center, which opened in 2013, and
also supervised reconstruction of
Moody Hall following Hurricane
Katrina. 

Rawls serves as minister of
music at Sandy Hook Baptist
Church and as director of the Pearl
River County Community Band
and frequently adjudicates regional
band festivals.

Sprinkell was a talented eupho-
nium player who had earned nu-
merous honors in high school, in-
cluding selection through audition
for the Lion’s All-State Band three
years. As a music student at PRCC,
he played first chair in the
Community College All-State
Band. 

Following his death in a 2003
traffic accident when he was a
sophomore, his parents, Connie
and Becky Sprinkell, established
the Michael Sprinkell Memorial
Band Scholarship at Pearl River.

Fine Arts picks
inaugural class
for Hall of Fame

2018 Talent Show

Student activities director Jason Francis presents the certificate good for a $500 scholar-
ship to Talent Show winners Alex Ramsay of Carriere and Cammie Moree of Sumrall who
sang I See the Light. Applauding are fellow contestants, from, left Evan Thompson of
Marrero, La., Jonathan Dixon of Petal and Austin Warner of Franklinton, La.

Zadarious Sutton of Hattiesburg, from left, Kendrick Thomas Jr. of Hattiesburg and Marsel
Smith of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., performed a short rap and dance routine to a Mindless
Behavior song.

The Phi Theta Kappa Alumni Reunion Dinner on March 23 attracted several past PTK
alumni, who spent time with current active members. 
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The University of Mississippi does not discriminate against any student protected by law based on race, 

color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age, veteran status, sexual orientation, or genetic information.

transfer scholarships
Community College Academic Excellence 1 

Scholarship
Amount: $6,000 

3.0-3.49 GPA on at least 48 transferrable community college hours. Amount 
reflected is a two-year total.  Does not stack with the Phi Theta Kappa scholarship.

Community College Academic Excellence 2 
Scholarship

Amount: $8,000 
3.5 GPA or higher on at least 48 transferrable community college hours. Amount 
reflected is a two-year total.  Does not stack with the Phi Theta Kappa scholarship.

Phi Theta Kappa Scholarship 
Amount: $14,000-$16,000 

($7,000 - $8,000 per year for two years) 
3.25 GPA on at least 48 transferrable community college hours,  and active 

membership in Phi Theta Kappa. Amount reflected is a two-year total. Members of 
the All-Mississippi Team will receive an additional one-time-only $1,000 

scholarship, and another $1,000 one-time-only scholarship will be 
awarded to those students who become members of the All-USA Team.

come visit. apply now. 

Jessie Besanson of Carriere, center, was crowned Miss PRCC (Pearl River Community
College) March 1. With her, from left, are fourth alternate and Miss Congeniality Madeline
Boover of Sumrall, second alternate Marella Failla of Picayune, first alternate Mallori Dykes
of Beaumont and third alternate Cammie Moree of Sumrall. PRCC Public Relations photos

Besanson wins Miss PRCC

Jessie Besanson of Carriere
is the 2018 Miss PRCC.

A freshman from Carriere
who plans to become a plastic
surgeon walked away with the
crown March 1 at the Miss
PRCC Scholarship Pageant.

Jessie Besanson also was
named winner of the talent
and evening gown portions of
the pageant at Pearl River
Community College. She did
a jazz dance to the song “It’s
About That Walk.”

Mallori Dykes of Beaumont
was named first alternate,
swimsuit and interview win-
ner; Marella Failla of
Picayune, second alternate;
Cammie Moree of Sumrall,
third alternate and Madeline
Boover of Sumrall, fourth al-
ternate and Miss
Congeniality. 

Also competing were
McKinsy Harris of
Poplarville, Haley Roberts of
Gulfport and Taylor Gregory
of Picayune, who was hon-

ored for selling the most pro-
gram ads.

Master of ceremonies was
Jacob Hickman, Fellowship
of Christian Athletes campus
director. 

Judges, all experienced
pageant directors, were Terry
Fleming of Leakesville,
Martha Lee of Hattiesburg
and Dr. Carroll Pierce of
Ellisville.

Besanson received a full se-
mester scholarship as 2018
Miss PRCC. 

The daughter of Rusty and
Anita Besanson of Carriere,
she attended Pearl River
Central High School. She is a
member of the William Lewis
Honors Institute, Phi Theta
Kappa honor society and
River Navigators recruitment
team. She was a lieutenant on
the fall String of Pearls dance
team and co-captain of the
spring jazz team. 

The next pageant will be
held in November 2018 and
will be a preliminary to the
2019 Miss Mississippi pageant.

Class favorites

Class favorites elected by fellow students at Pearl River Community College are, seated
from left, Forrest County Center freshman class favorite Alexandria Raven Sterling of Oak
Grove, Miss PRCC Marella Failla of Picayune, Poplarville sophomore class favorite Olivia
Conley of Gulfport; standing, Forrest County Center sophomore class favorite Cody Hudson
of Oak Grove, Hancock Center freshman class favorites Gavin Cuevas and Shaniya
Jarreau, both of Bay St. Louis; Mr. PRCC Lucas Williams of Picayune, Hancock Center
sophomore class favorites Haley Roberts of Gulfport and Nicholas Breland of Slidell, La.;
Poplarville sophomore class favorite Stanton Ladner of Necaise and Forrest County Center
freshman class favorite Thaddeus Barncastle. Not pictured is Forrest County Center sopho-
more class favorite Rosheda Harrington. PRCC Public Relations photo

Left, Addison Smith
of Poplarville and
Trenton Lee of
Picayune are fresh-
man class favorites
on the Poplarville
campus of Pearl
River Community
College.

Two Picayune students will be featured in
Pearl River Community College’s 2018 Wildcat
year disk as Mr. and Miss PRCC.

Lucas Williams and Marella Failla were elect-
ed by fellow students.

Class favorites on the Poplarville campus are
sophomores Olivia Conley of Gulfport and
Stanton Ladner of Necaise and freshmen
Addison Smith of Poplarville and Trenton Lee
of Picayune.

Forrest County Center favorites are sopho-
mores Rosheda Harrington of Hattiesburg and
Cody Hudson of Oak Grove and freshmen
Alexandria Raven Sterling of Oak Grove and
Thaddeus Barncastle of Hattiesburg.

Hancock Center class favorites are sopho-
mores Haley Roberts of Gulfport and Nicholas
Breland of Slidell, La., and freshmen Shaniya
Jarreau and Gavin Cuevas, both of Bay St.
Louis.

Williams, 20, is the son of Lisa
Lymuel and a graduate of Picayune
Memorial High School. He is a
member of The Voices ensemble,
PRCC Singers choir and the
Student Government Association
and plays the lead role of Huck in
PRCCís musical Big River: The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.

He plans to study clinical psy-
chology at the University of
Southern Mississippi.

Failla, the 21-year-old daughter
of David and Cindy Failla, graduated from
Mother of Divine Grace. She is president of the
Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa honor soci-
ety, the Student Government Association and
the STEM Club and a member of the Dr.
William A. Lewis Honors Institute and the
Student Alumni Association. She was second al-
ternate in the 2018 Miss PRCC Wildcat pageant
and the winner of the 2017 PRCC Talent Show. 

A mechanical engineering major, she plans to
attend Mississippi State University.

Conley, 19, is the daughter of Linda and
Howard Conley. She plays flute in the PRCC
Wind Ensemble, was head drum major for the
Spirit of the River marching band and a maid in
the 2017 Homecoming court. She plans to study
biochemistry at MSU.

Ladner, 20, is the son of Sherwin and Sissy
Ladner. He is a member of the Honors Institute,
PTK, STEM Club, SGA and the Student
Alumni Association. He plans to study mechan-
ical engineering at MSU.

The daughter of Tony and Angie Smith,

Smith, 18, is a graduate of Picayune Memorial
High School. She is a PRCC cheerleader, a
member of the FCA Leadership Team and PTK
and a Deanís List scholar. She was a maid in the
2017 Homecoming court.

Lee, 18, also graduated from Picayune
Memorial High School and is the son of Jill and
Russell Lee. He is a pitcher and infielder on the
Wildcat baseball team and a member of PTK.

Harrington, 35, is the single mother of three
sons and two daughters ranging in age from 15
to 8. A graduate of South Jones High School,
she is a member of the Science Club, Travel
Club, History and Humanities Club and
Computer Science Club and secretary of the
Student Government Association. She intends
to study forensics at USM.

Hudson, 23, is the son of Stacy Hudson and
Stephen Hudson and a graduate of Oak Grove

High School. An Honors Institute
student, he is a member of PTK,
Sigma Kappa Delta, Mu Alpha
Theta and the History and
Humanities Club. He is a
President’s List scholar and hopes
to transfer to Cornell University to
study electrical engineering.

Sterling, the 19-year-old daughter
of Shannon and Bobby Sterling, is a
graduate of Oak Grove High
School. She is president of the
Social Sciences Club and a member
of PTK and the Travel Club.

Barncastle, 20, is the son of Karen Y.
Barncastle and a graduate of Hattiesburg High
School. He is an officer in PTK and the Video
Club and a member of the History and
Humanities Club and the Social Sciences Club.

Roberts, 20, is the daughter of John and Gina
Roberts and a graduate of Douglas County High
School in Colorado. She has been involved in
the St. Patrick’s Day party, trunk-or-treat, the
Hancock County Food Pantry, the Halloween
party and was a maid in the 2017 Homecoming
Court. She plans to study funeral home direct-
ing at a university.

Breland, the 20-year-old son of Kenzi
Breland and Travis Bath, is a graduate of
Northshore High School. He is a member of
PTK and enjoys botany exploration. He plans to
study wildlife conservation and management.

Jarreau, 20, is the daughter of Kenja Jarreau
of Atlanta, Ga. She is a graduate of Hancock
High School.

Cuevas, 21, is the son of Krasinda Cuevas and
is also a graduate of Hancock High School.

Williams, Failla elected
Mr. and Miss PRCC

n FROM page 1
Catlett is a Phi Theta Kappa vice president,

Honors Institute program president, and a
member of Sigma Kappa Delta and Mu Alpha
Theta honor societies. 

“It’s a great honor to be selected,” said
Catlett. “I did everything in my power not to
scream in class when I found out about it. It’s
going to be great for my future and my educa-
tion. I am looking forward to where it brings
me.”
n Otwane, 19, graduated from Petal High

School. He plans to attend a four-year universi-
ty and major in computer engineering. A presi-
dent’s list scholar, he serves as Phi Theta Kappa
president, Honors Institute Ambassador, Chess
Club president, and is a member of the History
and Humanities Club, the Science Club, Video
Game Club and the Student Government

Association.
“Winning this honor validates my choice in

coming to Pearl River,” said Otwane. “I am
proud of myself. This honor opens doors for me
that people said would be closed by coming
here. I can move forward and go as far as I want
to go.”
n Weir, 19, graduated from Pearl River

Central. She plans to attend a four-year univer-
sity and major in psychology. A vice presiden-
tial scholarship recipient and president’s list
scholar, she is Vice President of Fellowship in
Phi Theta Kappa, a member of the Honors
Institute and the STEM Club, and was a work
study in the Student Success Center.

“I was really surprised and excited to hear
this,” said Weir. “It was kind of a last-minute
deal for me as far as applying. Winning a schol-
arship like this can mean all the difference in
the world as far as keeping you out of debt.”

COOKE

Harrington
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Congratulations to Georgia Field, Director of Student Support Services! She was selected
to receive the January River Rewards prize, a Vera Bradley Travel Duffel, presented to
her by Dr. Jennifer Seal on behalf of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation in-
cludes Dr. Tara Rouse (right), Department of Health, Physical Education, and Recreation
Chair and River Rewards Committee member.

River Rewards

Members of the Rotary Club of
Poplarville and personnel from
Pearl River Community College
cut the ribbon Feb. 28, on Rotary
Park at the PRCC Wellness
Center. The club purchased 37
live oak, nuttall oak and willow
oak trees along with two picnic
tables and benches which PRCC
staff planted and installed around
the walking track. Additional im-
provements will be made in the
future, said Dr. Becky Askew,
chair of the Rotary Park
Committee. The club has met
weekly at Pearl River since its
establishment in 1926.
PRCC Public Relations photo

Rotary 
Club 
donation

Carey, PRCC agreement 
to address teacher shortage

PRCC President Adam Breerwood and William Carey
University President Tommy King signed an agreement on
March 7 to help address the teacher shortage in Pearl
River County. Looking on are Mary Williams (seated),
Federal Programs/Curriculum Director for Picayune 
Schools; standing - Carl Merritt, superintendent for the
Poplarville Schools; and Alan Lumpkin, superintendent for
the Pearl River County Schools.

William Carey University
and Pearl River Community
College signed an agreement
on March 7 to help address the
teacher shortage in Pearl River
County.

Mississippi is experiencing a
shortage of teachers in districts
throughout the state. At the
same time many teachers are
nearing retirement, there are
fewer and fewer new teachers
being certified. In 2007 the
Department of Education li-
censed 7,000 teachers. By 2017
that number had dropped to
700. 

“William Carey University is
committed to doing its part to
help solve the teacher shortage
crisis in the state of
Mississippi,” said Dr. Ben
Burnett, dean of the William
Carey University School of
Education. “While nearly one-
third of all licenses issued in
2017 in the state were from
William Carey, we still want to
make a bigger contribution to
help all of the districts in our
area and across the state.”

As part of the new agreement
with Pearl River Community
College, Carey will provide ed-
ucation classes for third- and
fourth-year students at PRCC’s
Poplarville campus. 

“Students will not have to
leave; we will bring the pro-
gram to them,” Burnett said.
“To me this is the best example
of growing your own faculty.”
He added that most educators
teach within four miles of
where they grew up. 

Students who graduate from
the program will agree to teach
for a minimum of three years in
one of the three Pearl River dis-
tricts - Poplarville, Pearl River
County, and Picayune.

“We think this is an out-
standing opportunity for our
students, for William Carey
University, Pearl River
Community College, and espe-
cially our local school dis-
tricts,” said PRCC President
Adam Breerwood. 

“We work closely with all of
these superintendents on a
daily basis. It shows that we as
educators can work together
and what we are capable of.
We listened to the needs, and
we came together with an out-
standing plan. We know a lot
of people are interested in this,
and we see the benefits in this

program.”
Burnett said the partnership

with PRCC will serve as an ex-
ample of how higher education
institutions can partner with
local school districts to get
more certified teachers in the
classroom.

“We have a tremendous
amount of respect for
President Breerwood and are
proud to work with him as an
alumnus of William Carey. In
addition, as a former board of
trustees member, it gives me
great confidence to work with
such a great community col-
lege such as PRCC.”

By JAMIE  DICKSON
Assistant Director/Wellness Center

We’re excited to announce our
third annual Wildcat Wellness “Go-
Cub-Wild” children’s camp this
summer.

This day camp will run June 18-21
from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. and is for
children who have completed kinder-
garten through 5th grade. 

“Go-Cub-Wild” was made possi-
ble through a grant provided by Blue

Cross and Blue Shield of Mississippi
Foundation. This camp will encour-
age children to live a healthy lifestyle
by understanding the importance of
daily exercise and healthy nutrition. 

Each camper will receive a camp
T-shirt, sports bag, and a water bot-
tle. A healthy lunch will also be pro-
vided. 

Various sport-related activities,
such as golf and soccer, will be some
of the many activities these campers
will be introduced to.  

Campers will also learn how to
prepare and select healthy snacks to
encourage healthy nutrition habits.
PRCC employees will receive regis-
tration information through the
PRCC employee email.

There are limited spots available, so
register as soon as possible. The cost
is $100 per child and includes lunch.  

Other upcoming Wellness Center
Happenings & Events:
n 5k Run Saturday, April 7.  You

may register the day of the event at

8:30 a.m. 
The run will begin at 9 a.m. be-

tween the PRCC Wildcat baseball
and softball fields. This 5k will kick
off Wildcat Weekend at the River.
n Registration for the Wildcat

Wellness healthy cooking demon-
strations are ongoing.  

You can win a seat for you and a
friend at our next cooking demon-
stration by visiting the Wellness
Center and entering your name into
the drawing at the front counter.  

n Our one-hour bike rental pro-
gram continues through the first
week in May.

Please remember to take care of
bikes and return them after one hour
of rental. 

You may rent the bike again if
there is no waiting list.  
n Please keep a check on our

monthly calendar at the Wellness
Center for upcoming events, holiday
closings, and hours. Our summer
hours will be announced soon.    

Wellness Center will host a children’s day camp 

Lisa Wall received the February River Rewards prize - an assortment of gifts from the
Wildcat Den store. Presenting it were Dr. Jennifer Seals, Dr. Adam Breerwood and
Maghan James, a member of the River Rewards committee.

Counselors Day

PRCC hosted Counselors Day on March 8 at the Poplarville campus. The theme for the
day was, “Counselors are the Real MVPs.” Some 60 counselors (below) were in attan-
dance as Delana Harris, Director of Marketing and Engagement, and Dakota Dale,
Coordinator of Recruitment, promote the many benefits of attending PRCC.  

By TONIA SEAL
Director of Admissions & Records

ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator

As we approach the end of the school year,
many of you will be graduating and starting a new
chapter in your life. 

When we look at things that make people suc-
cessful, we often look at talents that people have
and try to compare ourselves to them; however,
there are several things we can do that require
zero talent yet have a huge impact on success.

Here is a list of important traits to apply to your
life in order to be successful.

1.  Being on time. There’s an old saying that
goes “if you’re on time, your late.”  Punctuality is
a trait that is key in successful people.  It requires
planning ahead and preparing for the unexpected. 

2.  Work Ethic. For any company to perform at
its peak performance, the workers need to have a
strong work ethic, that is, a set of moral principles
that the employees use on the job. These princi-
ples consist of integrity, responsibility, quality,
discipline, and teamwork. 

3.  Effort. This could also be described as going
above and beyond. Effort requires determination,
discipline and actually putting forth the effort to
do something. Remember in elementary school,
the student who raised a hand first, answered
every question correctly, and had the perfect sci-
ence project.  

4.  Body Language. People often associate
good posture with confidence. It is important to
stand tall and maintain good eye contact when in-
teracting with people.  

5.  Energy.  Work stress can cause negative en-

ergy that’s why it is important to bring positive
energy to the workplace. Some things you can do
to create positive energy are pray or meditate in
your space, listen to music that has good harmon-
ic balance, such as classical music, and use essen-
tial oils.      

6. Attitude. Your attitude is a form of expres-
sion of yourself.  One of the most important steps
you can take towards achieving personal success
is to monitor your attitude and the impact it has on
your work performance and the relationships
around you. 

7. Passion. In 2014, Deloitte released a compre-
hensive report that found only 12 percent of peo-
ple are passionate about their work. If you are not
passionate about work, you don’t contribute to
your full potential. 

8. Be coachable. I recently read that the top
characteristic employers look for in new hires is
their ability to be coached. Everyone has worked
with a know-it-all and the difficulty they bring to
the workplace. 

9. Doing Extra. Always do more than expected.
This is demonstrated with dedication and passion
in your job. No matter what field you’re in, you
should give more than what is expected.   

10. Being Prepared. Most people spend time
preparing for the things that matter to them.  One
way is to make a reasonable list for the day and
try to complete all the items listed for the day.
This will help you not to forget something impor-
tant that is needed for the day.  

It takes more than talent to reach your full po-
tential and become successful on the job.  If you
apply these traits, you will go far. 

These traits can help you succeed
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Pearl River Community College MuseumPearl River Community College Museum
  The PRCC Museum is going Online. The museum is placing a lot of The PRCC Museum is going Online. The museum is placing a lot of 
its videos, interviews, concerts, and other fi lms on the Internet on its new You-its videos, interviews, concerts, and other fi lms on the Internet on its new You-
Tube channel PRCC Museum. To fi nd it go to YouTube. Type PRCC Museum Tube channel PRCC Museum. To fi nd it go to YouTube. Type PRCC Museum 
into the search and you will fi nd our new page fi lled with more than 50 videos into the search and you will fi nd our new page fi lled with more than 50 videos 
ready to watch. When you go there, be sure to subscribe so that you know ready to watch. When you go there, be sure to subscribe so that you know 
what’s new on the site.  We’re updating daily.  And when you are on facebook, what’s new on the site.  We’re updating daily.  And when you are on facebook, 
you can also connect with us there for photos and information. Go to facebook you can also connect with us there for photos and information. Go to facebook 
search and type in Pearl River Community College Museum. You can also click search and type in Pearl River Community College Museum. You can also click 
on the link to our homepage and go to our new YouTube page and watch vid-on the link to our homepage and go to our new YouTube page and watch vid-
eos!eos!

The museum is located next to Pearl River Hall and across from Jefferson Davis HallThe museum is located next to Pearl River Hall and across from Jefferson Davis Hall
Museum hours for the spring 2018 semester are as follows:Museum hours for the spring 2018 semester are as follows:

Monday 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.Monday 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Tuesday 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.  -  Wednesday 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.Tuesday 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.  -  Wednesday 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Thursday 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.Thursday 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.Friday 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.

The museum is also available to open for special events. Groups or classes that are planning to visit The museum is also available to open for special events. Groups or classes that are planning to visit 
the museum should be scheduled in advance.  Call museum director Ronn Hague at 601-403-1316 the museum should be scheduled in advance.  Call museum director Ronn Hague at 601-403-1316 
for more information or to schedule your group.for more information or to schedule your group.

The Mississippi Historical
Society presented its Award of
Merit to Ronn Hague, museum
director and digital media coor-
dinator at Pearl River
Community College, on March
3. 

He was honored for his vi-
sion and work to establish the
PRCC Museum in 2001. It is
believed to be one of the only,
if not the only, museums in the
country that chronicles the his-
tory of a two-year college.

Hague received the award
during the society’s annual
meeting at the Two Mississippi
Museums in Jackson. Dr.
William Lewis, PRCC presi-
dent emeritus, also attended the
awards luncheon. He was pres-
ident when Hague conceived
the idea of the museum and
supported it through its incep-
tion and continual growth.

Hague holds an associate’s
degree from PRCC and attend-
ed the University of Southern
Mississippi. He has been em-
ployed at PRCC since 1999.

During that time, he has doc-
umented the college’s history
in writing as well as in a 71-
minute DVD called “The Pearl
River College Story.” He also
wrote, directed and filmed 50
short films for the college’s
Healthy People Now! program;
conceived of and produces the

Historical Society honors
PRCC’s museum director

Pearl River Community College museum director Ronn
Hague, left, and Dr. William Lewis, president emeritus, at-
tended the Mississippi Historical Society meeting on March
3 when Hague received the society’s Award of Merit for his
work with the college museum. 

college yearbook in the CD-
ROM format and teaches
College Publications classes,
including public history and a
two-year film production
class.

Hague has received numer-

ous awards from the College
Public Relations Association
of Mississippi and was induct-
ed into the Mississippi
Community College Creative
Writing Association Hall of
Fame in 2011.

Board of Trustees members from left: Seated - Alan Dedeaux (chairman)
of Kiln, Hancock County superintendent of education; Frank Ladner of
Bay St. Louis, Tess Smith (vice chairman) of Sumrall, Lamar County su-
perintendent of education; Missy Holston of Picayune, Pearl River County
assistant superintendent of education; Herbert Ray Nobles of Petal, M.L.
(Sonny) Knight (secretary) of Poplarville; and Brian Freeman of
Hattiesburg, Forrest County superintendent of education.

Standing - PRCC President Adam Breerwood, Don Welsh of Carriere,
board attorney Manya Creel, Dr. Gale Harris of Poplarville, Will Russell of
Prentiss, Jefferson Davis County superintendent of education; Tony Waits
of Prentiss and Donnie Williamson of Columbia. Inset from left - Teresa
Stafford of Carriere, Wendy Bracey of Columbia, Marion County superin-
tendent of education; Dale Purvis of Hattiesburg and P.W. Polk of
Picayune.   

Happy
Birthday

PRCC President Adam
Breerwood presents Board
of Trustee member Frank
Ladner with a birthday cake,
celebrating Ladner’s 80th
birthday, following the
March board meeting. 

The 20189 PRCC Development Foundation Board of Directors includes,
seated from left: Charlotte Travis, vice chairman Tracy Waits, chairman
Francis Herrin, secretary-treasurer Mary Lynn Smith, Gay Ann Davies,
Floyde Robbins; standing: John Houston, Greg Mitchell Jr., Gene Owens,

John Clearman, Mark Wallace, Jay Lagasse, Emmet Foxworth, Tommy
Longo, Allen Anderson, PRCC President Dr. Adam Breerwood, Sidney
Malone and Ernie Lovell, foundation director.
PRCC Public Relations photo

Development Foundation Board of Directors

Celebrating PRCC’s
award from
Mississippi Blood
Services are from
left: Instructor Jeff
McCoy, PRCC
Mascot W.C. Rivers,
and instructors Lisa
Wall and Robin Nix,
PTK advisers at
Pearl River
Community College.

Blood Services recognizes PRCC
The Iota Mu Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at Pearl

River Community College was recently named the
2017 Mississippi Blood Services Greek
Organization of the Year.

MBA made the announcement at its annual
meeting last month in Flowood.

Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society is an organiza-
tion that promotes academic achievement and com-
munity service in two-year colleges.

Members must maintain a high grade-point aver-
age and commit to helping their community
through volunteer work. 

Every year, the Phi Theta Kappans at Pearl River
Community College hold blood drives with

Mississippi Blood Services. 
They have a fall and spring blood drive. 
They encourage not just the students at Pearl

River Community College to donate, but the sur-
rounding community, as well.

According to MBS, this year PRCC’s blood
drives brought in more than 150 donors. 

That’s community service at its highest level.
Mississippi Blood Services was founded in

1979. MBS is the only not-for-profit blood center
headquartered in Mississippi. MBS supplies a safe
and adequate supply of blood and blood products
to Mississippi hospitals from the Tennessee line to
the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

Bone marrow
blood drive
set April 4

The PRCC family will have
the opportunity to save the life
of a stranger by participating
in a bone marrow donor drive.

The drive is being held in
memory of Sarah Elizabeth
Boone who died of leukemia
in October. 

She was the daughter of
Lynn and Ernie Lovell, direc-
tor of the PRCC Development
Foundation.

Blood and bone marrow are
used to treat patients who have
leukemia, lymphoma or
myeloma.

The drive will be hosted by
the Iota Mu chapter of Phi
Theta Kappa and the associate
degree nursing department.

“Our family is honored that
PTK and ADN are doing this
in Sarah’s memory,” Lovell
said. “I can’t think of a better
honor than this, which she
would have loved.”

Participants will do a cheek
swab to be registered. They
must be between 18 and 55
years old.

The drive will be sponsored
by DKMS (Deutsche
Knochenmarkspenderdatei), a
German program that works
with the U.S. National
Marrow Donor Program to
match potential donors and pa-
tients.

The drive will be held from
12-5:30 p.m. Wednesday,
April 4, in the cafeteriaís west
dining hall.
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

By SARAH SIMMONS
Adult Education Navigator

I am Sarah Simmons, Adult Education
Navigator for the Forrest County Center. 

I want to share my educational journey be-
cause it’s quite different than others. 

Marla Gibbs said, “I truly believe that every-
thing that we do and everyone that we meet is
put in our path for a purpose. There are no acci-
dents we’re all teachers - if we’re willing to pay
attention to the lessons we learn, trust our posi-
tive instincts and not be afraid to take risks or
wait for some miracle to come knocking at our
door.” 

Like Marla, I believe that we can all learn
from everyone we meet. I hope that you are able
to take something from my story.

I dropped out of high school my senior year
because I was not able to function in that setting.
Also, my parents had never emphasized the im-
portance of education. Not because they didn’t
care, but purely because they were unaware of
educational opportunities. 

My father dropped out in 7th grade, my moth-
er in 9th grade, my oldest brother graduated
high school, my youngest brother 7th grade, and
my sister dropped out her senior year.
Therefore, school didn’t seem important and I
lacked the confidence to believe that I could be
successful.

I started Adult Education classes through
Pearl River Community College. 

I was able to earn my High School
Equivalency diploma which boosted my self-es-
teem. I soon found out I was pregnant with my
son Wyatt at age 18. His father and I married,
but again life happened; our relationship ended
in divorce. This is when I knew I had to do more
than work a retail position for the rest of my life. 

As a single mother I needed to provide for my
family, and to do that I would need an educa-
tion, more than a High School Equivalency
diploma. 

I knew that PRCC was the only place for me
to continue my education. The instructors and
administrators had shown me that they truly
care about their students. I am a first generation
and nontraditional student. 

According to the National Center for
Education Statistics, non-traditional students
are usually 24 and older. As slightly older young
adults, many students who attend college at this
age have work experience or family situations
that can sometimes make attending college full
time difficult. Some of these students may actu-
ally hold down full-time jobs and only attend
school part-time or on an occasional basis. 

Unlike younger, more traditional students,

they do not often live on campus. 
Also, a first-generation college student is de-

fined as a student whose parent(s)/legal
guardian(s) have not completed a bachelor’s de-
gree. 

This means that you are the first in your fam-
ily to attend a four-year college/university to at-
tain a bachelor’s degree. Being first-generation
is a very proud accomplishment.

While earning my Associates of Arts degree I
was able to get involved on campus through Phi
Theta Kappa, Sigma Kappa Delta, History &
Humanities club, Mu Alpha Theta, and I
worked in the Student Success Center/ Math lab
as a Peer Mentor. 

If you’re not involved in various organiza-
tions during your time at PRCC you’re really
missing out. These clubs and organizations al-
lowed me to grow into a secure and confident
individual that believes in her potential. 

After three years at PRCC, I graduated with
honors in May 2014. This was a huge accom-
plishment for me and my family. I began work-
ing in Adult Education August 2014. 

This has truly been the most rewarding posi-
tion I’ve ever held. I am blessed to have the abil-
ity to give back to the place that has shown me
my true potential. I’m currently finishing my
bachelor’s degree.

As the AE Navigator, I help students from the
very beginning at Orientation, finding resources
in the community, plugging students into work-
force classes through the 2nd Chance MS pro-
gram, and working with MiBest students. 

On that note, I want readers to take away
these things:
n It doesn’t matter what age or where you

come from to begin your educational journey as
long as you begin.
n Don’t put off tomorrow what you can do

today. 
n Don’t wait for the miracle to happen. Go

ahead and make it happen. 
n Work ethic matters.
n Be extremely cautious with Social Media.

You can use it to be beneficial or it can destroy
you. Future employers will look on your page. 
n It’s okay to be different. You won’t please

everyone around you, but if you’re being the
best version of you then that’s all you can do. 
n Progress not perfection.
n Get involved in clubs, organizations, and

with like-minded individuals. They will help
you mature and grow on your educational jour-
ney. 
n Find a mentor! My mentor has helped me

grow leaps and bounds.
n Stay gold, Ponyboy, stay gold. (The

Outsiders).

My education journey 

Above left, Sarah Simmons with her 9-year-old son Nathan. Above right, Simmons with
65-year-old Nathaniel Hudson. Said Simmons, “He is one of our students. He walks to
class after walking his grandchildren to school every day. He’s truly an inspiration.” Below,
Simmons is pictured with some of PRCC’s 2nd Chance students.

Pearl River Community College offers Adult Education classes to anyone
17 years or older who is not enrolled in school and needs to earn a High
School Equivalency diploma. We are enrolling new students every month. 

We offer free day and night classes. If you or someone you know needs a
High School Equivalency diploma, call Beverly at 601-554-5551 or
Simmons at 601-403-1815.

“We would love to help you on your educational journey,” said Simmons.
“We have classes in Hattiesburg, Columbia, Carson, Poplarville, Picayune,
and Waveland. I ask that if you know someone needing their High School
Equivalency diploma that you encourage them and let them know we are
here. No one earns their diploma alone.”

This Adult Ed Navigator
found comfort in PRCC 

Hancock Center report

Above, Iliana Iniquez with her family at the Phi Theta
Kappa induction on the Poplarville campus. Below, Iliana
volunteering at the Hancock County Food Pantry.

By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Hancock Center

If there was one word used
to describe Iliana Iniquez, it
would be “ìdetermined.”

It’s what her classmates and
teachers see in her everyday
as she strives to become a col-
lege graduate..

Iniguez is a typical
Hancock Center student be-
cause she juggles work and
school. Not only does she jug-
gle both, she does it with suc-
cess. 

On March 5, Iliana was in-
ducted into Phi Theta Kappa
on the Poplarville campus.
Iliana participated in the
Hancock County Food Pantry
service project by contribut-
ing her time and resources to
help the less fortunate.

Along with her selfless acts,
she has the ability to remain
focused and determined in the
classroom.

When asked about Iliana,
Instructor Craig Carrigee had
these things to say:

“Iliana worked really hard
in class despite working full-
time at her family restaurant
(La Chula Mexican
Restaurant) in Bay St. Louis.

“She was always engaged
in classroom discussions. She
was a model student.”

Students like Iliana are a
rare breed, and the faculty and
staff at the Hancock Center
have enjoyed having her on
campus. 

This month we spotlight
Iliana Iniguez.

On April 7, from 8 a.m. until noon, the Hancock Center will
participate in CASA’s (Court Appointed Special Advocates)
Third Annual Superhero Run/Walk 5K. 

The Hancock Center is a huge advocate of CASA and its focus
on ways to build and support foster children and families in our
community. The Hancock Center is conscious of the increasing
problem of child abuse in the area and seeks ways to better sup-
port foster students and former foster students who continue into
post-secondary education in colleges, universities, and communi-
ty colleges. The month of April is National Child Abuse
Awareness month, and the faculty, staff, and students at Hancock
Center will participate in the Superhero Run. 

Hancock Center Events
April 7 - CASA Super

hero 5K Run/Walk (PRCC
students)

April 11 - Hancock
County Port and Harbor
Workforce Series luncheon

April 11 - Hancock
Chamber Education Comm-
ittee meets at 4 p.m.

April 17 - Hancock
County Senior Breakfast

April 17 - Hancock High
Awards Day

Iniquez combines
work and school

Above, Pearl River Community College students Jennifer Pacheco, Melissa Novak,
Michael Evans, Vera Thacker and Mikey Pescarella joined PRCC President Adam
Breerwood (right) and instructors Dr. Aaryn Purvis, Dr. Ryan Ruckel and Jason Ramshur
March 20 on the steps of the State Capitol in Jackson for a news conference to reinforce
the “Fill the Gap,” advocacy campaign for community colleges. Below, PRCC was one of
several community colleges with faculty, staff and students in attendance.

Community colleges push funding
The Mississippi Association of Community

and Junior Colleges (MACJC) held a news con-
ference on  March 20, addressing the significant
budget cuts that Mississippi’s community col-
leges have suffered over the past three years.

MACJC’s goal is to restore fair and equitable
funding to community colleges and raise aware-
ness of the impact these cuts have had on
Mississippi’s economic and workforce develop-
ment initiatives.

Mississippi community colleges exceed the
national average for college completion, rank-
ing No. 1 in the nation in 2015. This proud ac-
complishment, however, has slipped dramati-
cally over the past three years, due to consistent
budget cuts by the Legislature. Since 2016, the
state’s community colleges have been coping

with $1.2 million in funding cuts, leading to a
13 percent average increase in community col-
lege tuition. 

The Legislature currently plans another 1.2
percent cut, more than $2.8 million for commu-
nity colleges in FY 2019.

Mississippi community colleges educated
nearly 100,000 skilled workers last year, aiming
to fill the middle-skills job gap. Offering afford-
able education at the best value, the colleges
also provide options that most 4-year universi-
ties do not, including wrap-around support serv-
ices that assist with housing, transportation,
childcare, and remediation. Yet, as a result of the
steadily decreasing state appropriation for each
of the 15 schools, faculty members have not
seen a pay raise in nine years.
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By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

Pearl River Community College had a busy
and successful day Feb. 7, as the Wildcats
signed 30 players to scholarship offers on
National Signing Day.

“I’m extremely excited about our signing
class,” said PRCC coach Ted Egger. “I thought
our coaches did a tremendous job recruiting,
and getting some needs met to help make this
coming football season a success.”

Three areas that Egger and his staff zeroed in
on were the offensive and defensive lines, and
the secondary, areas where PRCC suffered
some key graduation losses.

“I thought we addressed some needs up
front, on both sides of the ball,” said Egger.
“And we lost basically everybody in our sec-
ondary, so we addressed that as well.”

An added bonus, from Egger’s point of view,
was how the Wildcats stayed relatively close to
home in signing players. 

Of the 30 players Pearl River signed, 10 are
from schools in the school’s six-county district
(Forrest, Hancock, Lamar, Jefferson Davis,
Marion and Pearl River).

That group includes five players from Class
3A state champion Jefferson Davis County
High School, including two players who
played in the Mississippi-Alabama All-Star
game, offensive lineman Justin Ducksworth
and linebacker Darrell Sims.

“They’re a state championship team, with
talented kids in our district,” said Egger.
“Coach (Lance) Mancuso does a great job with
the program there.

“We also got kids from Bay, St. Stanislaus,
Oak Grove and Hancock. So we’re excited
about the direction we’re going.” 

Although the Wildcats return three veterans
in the backfield, along with All-State first team
quarterback Markevion Quinn, Pearl River
signed five players who ran for more than
1,000 yards in the 2017 season.

“We have three running backs returning in
Jesse Pernell, Chandler Roberts and Ron
Thompson,” Egger said. 

“There wasn’t so much of a need there, but
we’ve brought in some guys who can play nu-
merous positions. They can play the running
back, they can play in the slot, they can play on
defense. So we’re happy with what they can
do.”

Among the more impressive numbers
among the Wildcat signees were those put up
by T.J. Wash, a quarterback from Scott Central,
passed for 1,232 yards and 21 touchdowns,

and rushed for 1,311 yards and 25 scores.
But the most eye-popping numbers among

the PRCC Class of 2018 belong to linebacker
Tyteon Gordon of Meridian, who was credited
with 251 tackles, including 22 for loss.

The newcomers will join a team that appears
to be the upswing after finishing 2017 with a 5-
4 record, winning three of its last four games,
including a big 31-27 upset of Mississippi Gulf
Coast.

A complete list of Pearl River signees:
Joe Applewhite, Jefferson Davis County

WR/CB (6-5, 205)
Ronald Baker, Jefferson Davis County

WR/CB (5-11, 165) 
Cantrell Banks, Lake CB/RB (6-3, 215) 
Hayden Brice, St. Joseph (Madison)

WR/MLB (6-3, 195) 
C.J. Burnside, Philadelphia OL/DE (6-3,

255)
Gary Butler, McComb WR/QB
DeMartel Carter, Yazoo Co.DL/OL (6-3, 350)
Kylan Carter, Oak Grove OL (6-0, 250)
Zeke Chapman, Lake DL/TE (6-4, 261)
Marquis Cherry, Hancock RB (6-2, 215)
Kobe Cole, Madison Central OLB/SS (5-8,

185) 
Jaquari Dean, Meridian, ATH (5-11, 176)
Terrance Donald, Meridian OL (5-11, 285) 
Justin Ducksworth, Jefferson Davis County

OL/NG (6-2, 330)
Taylor Granger, Walker (La.) OL/DL (6-4,

275)
Tyteon Gordon, Meridian LB (5-11, 200)
Jakob Greer, St. Stanislaus QB/SS (5-11,

195)
Terrence Humphrey, Clarksdale QB/WR (6-

2, 183) 
GiNarious Johnson, Gulfport DE/TE (6-2,

256) 
Kameron Johnson, Jefferson Davis County

MLB (6-2, 190) 
Darrell Luter, Oak Grove OLB/CB (6-2,

175) 
Kendall McCray, Stone RB/SS (5-9, 175)
Latravious McNair, Mt. Olive QB/FS (5-11,

160)
Heath Mosley, Wayne County K/P (5-11,

155)
Juan Nelson, Laurel WR (5-10, 154) 
Jaeden Ridgeway, Pascagoula DL/OL (6-3,

256) 
Chad Searight, DíIberville LB (6-0, 203)
Darrell Sims, Jefferson Davis County MLB

(6-2, 190)
Sirvares Snow, Newton CB/RB (5-10, 165) 
T.J. Wash, Scott Central QB/RB (5-11, 175)
Jaylan Wilson, Bay QB/FS (6-0, 175)

Wildcats add 30 players
on football Signing Day

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information 

The Pearl River Community College men’s
basketball team made a strong run, but finished
one win short of a trip to the national tourna-
ment.

The Wildcats’ season ended on March 9 in a
77-64 defeat at the hands of Holmes in the
championship game of the Region 23
Tournament in Clinton. PRCC finished an out-
standing season at 23-5, including the school’s
16th MACJC state championship.

“I told the kids, it wasn’t the storybook end-
ing we wanted, but it was still a storybook,”
said Wildcat coach Chris Oney. “I’m proud of
our kids, and I’m excited about the future.” 

The Wildcats were hit with an early blitz by
hot-shooting Holmes. The Bulldogs opened
the game on a 15-2 run and while the Wildcats
got back in the game, especially in the second
half, they could only cut the deficit to five, and
each time Holmes had an answer.

“They came out with more energy than we
did,” said freshman Eric Thornton Jr.
(Jackson). “We didn’t play with the energy we
needed at the start.”

The Bulldogs shot the lights out throughout
the game, but especially in the first 15 minutes
of play, converting 15 of their first 22 shots
from the field. Holmes shot 54.8 percent in the
first half (17 of 31), were 15 of 25 (60.0 per-
cent) in the second half and were 57.1 percent
(32 of 56) for the game. 

“I think they had an advantage having
played us in the state tournament,” Oney said
of Pearl River’s 69-67 overtime win in the
MACJC State Tournament semifinals. “They
were able to make some adjustments to slow
us down.”

The Wildcats defeated East Mississippi 80-
63 in the opening round of the state tournament
at Senatobia, defeated Holmes in the semifi-
nals, then upset host Northwest 83-77 in the
championship game. PRCC then knocked off
Mississippi Gulf Coast 66-57 in the first round
of the regional tournament, then defeated
Northeast 86-79 in the semifinals.

As disappointing as the loss was, there was
plenty of optimism in the Wildcat locker room
after the game, as they return three of the five
starters, along with 6-foot guard Jonas James
(Jackson), who was effective coming off the
bench in the latter part of the season.

Thornton averaged 19.2 points to lead the
MACJC in scoring, and he had 6.4 rebounds
and 3.4 assists per game. Freshman Cedric
Brim Jr. (Tupelo), a 5-10 guard, averaged 11.5
points per game, and James averaged 10.8
points and 5.1 assists per game. Freshman Kirk
Parker, a 6-6 forward from Vicksburg, was
PRCC’s second-leading rebounder, pulling
down 178 boards to Thornton’s 180. 

“I’m going to work on getting a little bigger
and stronger (in the offseason),” said
Thornton. “And I want to improve my shoot-
ing, especially from the outside.

“I think we’re going to be much better next
year.”

The Pearl River Community College
women’s basketball team was tantalizingly
close to its goal of reaching the MACJC State
Tournament, came up dry offensively at the
worst possible moment, and as a result the
dreams of a postseason berth were dashed.

The Lady Wildcats were held scoreless for
the last 2:45 of their final game on Feb. 22 and
fell to Copiah-Lincoln 53-46. The loss, cou-
pled with Hinds’ win over East Central,
knocked Pearl River (14-9 overall, 6-8 divi-
sion) out of spot in the state tournament.

“We were so close,” said PRCC coach
Scotty Fletcher. “We had some really tough
losses that hurt us.”

Chief among those was a 63-58 overtime
loss to Co-Lin at home and an agonizing 60-59
home loss to Southwest.

Fletcher, however, said he is hanging his hat
on the team’s biggest victory of the season - in-
deed, the biggest win of his three-year tenure
as head coach - a 70-69 upset of Jones County,
which was ranked third in the nation at the
time.

“I could not have been any prouder of a
group of kids for the way they played,” said
Fletcher. “To beat a team like that, and the ef-
fort it took, is something we can point out to
recruits about the Wildcat Way: Pride, Respect,

Character and Class.”
And recruiting is a top priority for Fletcher

and his staff, assistant coaches Joanna Ortiz
and Chelsee Black. The Lady Wildcats lose all
of their top scorers and rebounders from this
season’s squad.

Redshirt sophomore Rah Franklin (New
Orleans) led the team in scoring with 12.5
points per game, sophomore Charisma Walker
(Brandon) averaged 10.5 points and 8.4 re-
bounds per game, and sophomore Tyasia
Willis (Camden) led PRCC in rebounds with
9.1 and also averaged 9.3 points per game.

“We’re losing a lot of pieces off this team,”
said Fletcher. “So we wanted to add some
depth at guard with some kids who can help us
score. Coach Jo-Jo and Coach Black did a phe-
nomenal job of targeting players who fit what
we want for our team.”

Among the newcomers who will be joining
the Lady Wildcat program in the fall is Purvis
guard Kennedy Hudson, who was a 1,000-
point scorer for the Lady Tornadoes before in-
juring a knee in her senior season.

Other signees include Alana Smith
(Picayune), Dewayna Parker (Gulfport), Malia
Bullard (Pass Christian), Jakia Harper
(Provine), Sabria Lee (Magee) Shania Wright
and Pooh Linzy (both from Clinton).

Upset of Jones highlights
Lady Wildcats’ season

State crown highlights
men’s basketball season

PRCC forward Destiny Williams shoots a layup during action Feb. 8 against Jones
County at M.R. White Coliseum.

PRCC assistant coach
Joanna Ortiz (above left)
leads the Lady Wildcats
in celebration as sopho-
more Destiny Williams (on
the floor) made the win-
ning shot in PRCC’s 70-
69 upset of the third-
ranked Lady Bobcats.
Sophomore Charisma
Walker (right) scored 15
points for the Lady
Wildcats in the victory
over JCJC.

Pearl River quarterback Markevion Quinn practices throwing during a quick-passing drill
during spring practice at Dobie Holden Stadium. Quinn is returning after rushing for 17
touchdowns in 2017. 

Wildcats begin spring drills
By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information 

Pearl River Community College football is
back on the practice field starting the prepara-
tions for the 2018 season.

The Wildcats completed the first week of
spring practice last week, looking to build on
last fall’s 5-4 season, which included a 4-2 mark
in South Division play.

“It’s a whole new season,” said head coach
Ted Egger, who will enter his second season as
the head man at PRCC. “We’ve got a lot of
work to do.

“Guys are working hard to get better in every
phase of the game. We don’t have a great num-
ber, but we have a lot of guys who we expect to
play for us next fall.”

The Wildcats closed strong in 2017, winning
three of their last four games to post their first
winning season since 2014.

PRCC has 38 players out for the spring, in-
cluding freshman quarterback Markevion
Quinn (Ruleville), who was a first-team All-
MACJC selection last fall after rushing for 879
yards and 17 touchdowns. Quinn completed 77
of 161 passes (47.8 percent) for 943 yards and
six TDs.

The Wildcats are allowed 18 practice dates in
the spring, and will put on at least two public
scrimmages, the first at 11:30 a.m. April 7 as
part of Wildcat Day, the school’s spring athletic
showcase. 

n In other PRCC football news, Egger has
added two new coaches to the Pearl River staff,
one young and one old. 

Zach Crisler has joined the Wildcats after a
one-year stint at Nettleton High School in
Jonesboro, Ark. 

The 23-year-old played a year at Arkansas
State before suffering a career-ending injury. He
will coach running backs, with Matt Monicelli
shifting over to coach wide receivers.

Also joining the Wildcat staff is former
Adams State (Colo.) head coach Marty Heaton,
who agreed to come out of retirement to coach
safeties. 

Egger coached under Heaton at Adams State
in a previous stop, and both defensive line coach
Zach Lochard and linebackers coach Matthew
Wiggins played for Heaton at Adams State.

Otherwise, the PRCC staff will return intact,
with Terrance Metcalf back as offensive line
coach and assistant head coach, Ryan Trevathan
returning as offensive coordinator and quarter-
backs coach, and Harry Wright coming back as
tight ends coach.

Pearl River is also looking to the future as it
will host Thursday Nights Under the Lights, a
four-week camp on each Thursday night in May
for players in grades 5-8.

“It’s all about getting young people out here,
continuing to get coached and to try to teach
them the fundamentals,” said Egger. “And it’s a
way to introduce them to how we do things at
Pearl River.”
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2018 PRCC Wildcat softball team

Members of the softball team are from left: Front row - Brook Smith
(Waynesboro), Jordan Lee (Redwood), Sarah Depperschmidt (Hurley),
Jada Walker (Lizana), Jordyn Kittrell (Leakesville), Ashley Terwilligaer
(Saucier), Destiny Wesley (LaPlace, La.), Ilyssa Easton (Hurley). Second
row - Elizabeth Taggard (Picayune), Krista Robles (Destrehan, La.), Ramey
Cochran (Lucedale), Neely McLeod (Lucedale), Alyssa Pinero (Picayune),
Ramee Taylor (Hurley), Mary Grace Turner (Leakesville), Dallas Blaker

(Bay St. Louis), manager Kimberly Lambert (Poplarville), student trainer
Madison Turnage (Picayune). Third row - head coach Leigh White, assis-
tant coach Kirsten Bales, assistant coach Danielle Barton, Halle Melone
(Oklahoma City), Susan Morgan (Petal), Kaley Lambert (Poplarville), Rylee
Swilley (Kiln), Olivia Holley (Biloxi), Claire Lumpkin (Carriere), Rylee
Dawsey (Picayune), Anna Grace Cooley (Lucedale), manager Shelby Farris
(Carriere) and manager Haden Holloway (Petal).

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

The Pearl River Community
College rodeo team is preparing for a
busy month of April, with competi-
tion on three consecutive weekends.

PRCC returns to competition April
5-7 at Monticello, Ark. Other events
remaining on the spring schedule are
April 12-14 at Martin, Tenn.; and
April 19-21 at Senatobia (hosted by
Northwest Mississippi CC).

The Wildcats rode back into rodeo
competition in a big way, with sever-
al riders scoring high numbers in the
first event of the spring season.

Competing in the East Mississippi
event at Meridian Feb. 22-24, the
Wildcat men finished second in the
team competition, with 680 points,
trailing Tennessee-Martin by just 60
points.

Sophomore Ryder Ladner (Kiln)
was the top All-Around Cowboy
after totaling 320 of the Wildcats’

points. 
Ladner was second in tie-down

roping with a score of 17.4, and he
and freshman Chase Graves
(Poplarville) finished first in team
roping with a score of 11.5. That was
nearly three seconds better than the
second-place team.

Freshman Scott Davis (Lucedale)
bolstered his standing in the saddle
bronc riding event, winning with a
total score of 158.

On the women’s side, sophomore

Chelsey Johnson (Poplarville) was
sixth in goat tying with 40 points.

The Wildcats sit fourth in the
men’s team standings with 1,970
points in the Ozark Region of the
National Intercollegiate Rodeo
Association, while the women are
sixth with 305 points.

The top two men’s and women’s
teams and top three individual finish-
ers in each event from each region
advance to the College National
Finals Rodeo, held in June at Casper,

Wyo.
Individually, Ladner is third in the

Men’s All-Around with 725 points,
trailing the second-place rider by just
50 points. He is fifth in the tie-down
roping standings with 280 points. 

Davis is also in contention in sad-
dle bronc riding, currently in the
fourth position with 340 points.
Graves is fourth in steer wrestling
with 275 points, and he and Ladner
are also fourth in the team roping
standings, each with 310 points.

Wildcat rodeo team ready for busy April 

2018 MACJC Softball standings

Upcoming
games

March 29 - host East
Mississippi, 3 p.m.

April 4 - at Jones JC,
4 p.m.

April 7 - host
Holmes, sophomore
night, 2 p.m.

April 10 - at Co-Lin,
3 p.m.

April 13 - at North-
west, 1 p.m.

April 18 - host East
Central, 3 p.m.

April 21 - at Mississ-
ippi Delta, 2 p.m.

April 27-28 -
MACJC First-round
playoffs

May 4-6 - MACJC
State Tournament

May 11-13 - Region
23 Tournament 

(All games are dou-
bleheaders)

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College finally got some
good luck when it was most needed
March 18 and the result was big
MACJC victory.

The Wildcats scored four runs in
the bottom of the sixth inning of the
second game to earn a doubleheader
split with a 5-3 win over eighth-
ranked Itawamba, after the Indians
handed PRCC a 6-0 setback in the
opener.

The Wildcats kept the momentum
going on throughout the week,
sweeping a doubleheader at
Meridian, 8-0 and 9-8, on March 21,
then taking two at Coahoma on
March 23, 6-3 and 8-5.

Pearl River (16-10 overall) fin-
ished last week’s play tied with Hinds
for third place in the MACJC at 9-3
in conference games. The top eight
teams at the end of the regular season
advance to the MACJC playoffs.

“It’s a huge win for us,” said PRCC

head coach Leigh White after the
games against Itawamba.
“(Itawamba) hadn’t been beaten in
conference yet, and they’re a very
good team, but our kids stepped up.
We scrapped and fought, and got a
big win.”

Itawamba looked every bit the Top
10 team it is in the opener Tuesday,
breaking open a scoreless game in the
top of the fourth inning with four
runs, three of them unearned after
two costly Wildcat errors.

The Indians tacked on two more
runs in the sixth. Sophomore starter
Olivia Holley (Biloxi) was tagged
with the loss, dropping her record to
6-5. She allowed five hits and walked
two in 3 2/3 innings.

PRCC squandered some good op-
portunities to score early in the night-
cap. The Wildcats loaded the bases in
the first inning on three walks, but
failed to score, and the Indians
jumped on freshman Rylee Swilley
(Kiln) for a pair of runs in the third.

But Swilley avoided a jam in the
fourth, when sophomore Brook

Smith (Waynesboro) threw out an
Indian baserunner trying to stretch a
leadoff single into a double. Swilley
subsequently gave up a single and a
walk, but got a popup to end the in-
ning with runners on first
and third.

After seeing one hard-
hit ball after another end
up in the gloves of the
Indians, Pearl River finally
got a stroke of luck in the
bottom of the fourth.

With two out, sopho-
more Ramee Taylor
(Hurley) singled and she
motored all the way from
first to score when redshirt
freshman Destiny Wesley’s fly ball
was dropped in rightfield.

Itawamba got that run back,
though, in the fifth on an error after
freshman Dallas Blaker (Bay St.
Louis) came on in relief of Swilley
with one out. But Taylor threw out
the baserunner trying to steal and
Blaker got a flyball out to end the in-
ning with no further damage.

Blaker worked around a two-out
walk in the sixth, setting the stage for
PRCC in the bottom of the inning.

Taylor reached on the fourth error
of the game by the Indians leading off

and she went to second on
Wesley’s sacrifice.

Sophomore pinch-hitter
Rylee Dawsey (Picayune)
hit a single to leftfield.
Sophomore Anna Grace
Cooley (Lucedale), pinch-
running, stole second to
put runners on second and
third. The Indians got a
groundout for the second
out, adding to the

Wildcats’ frustration.
“We kept hitting balls hard right at

them,” said White. “I told the kids to
just keep hitting it; it’s going to find a
hole and something’s going to hap-
pen for us, and finally it did.”

Freshman Elizabeth Taggard
(Picayune) was the one who finally
broke through for PRCC. She fouled
off three straight pitches, then ran the
count full before pulling a bullet

down the line for a two-run double.
Sophomore Halle Melone

(Oklahoma City) followed with an
RBI single to left field and freshman
Alyssa Pinero (Picayune) drove in an
insurance run with a double into the
gap in left-centerfield.

Blaker (3-1) didn’t need it, though,
as she retired the Indians in order on
three groundouts in the top of the sev-
enth to seal the win.

Against Meridian, Holley (8-5)
pitched a one-hitter in the opener,
then scattered three hits but kept the
Eagles off the scoreboard in two in-
nings of relief in the nightcap.

Melone drove in four runs in the
nightcap, including the game-winner
on a single in the seventh, and had a
solo home run in the third.

In the first game against Coahoma,
Taggard had three hits, including two
doubles, and drove in a pair of runs.

Taggard also had a big blow in the
second game, with a three-run double
that made it 6-0 in the second inning.

She finished the game with four
RBIs and 11 for the week.

White

Softball climbs in MACJC standings after 5-1 week

PRCC sophomore Ramee Taylor slides safely into home during action against Southwest
earlier this season.

PRCC freshman Elizabeth Taggard connects for a hit during action earlier this season
against Southwest.

PRCC sophomore
Ramee Taylor of East
Central jumps for joy
after scoring a run in the
Wildcats’ 8-6 come-from-
behind South Division
victory over Southwest
earlier this season.
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2018 PRCC Wildcat baseball team

Members of the baseball team are from left: Front row - Cameron Havard
(Columbia), Colby White (Foxworth), Logan Walters (Moss Point), Reis
Trager (Moss Point), Kevin Carter (Gulfport), Scooter Ginn (Columbia),
Deyton Lingle (Lake), Hudson Little (Hattiesburg), Bryson Medious
(Columbia), Trenton Lee (Picayune), Miles Smith (Laurel), Luke Harper
(Meridian), manager Fred McCullom (Prentiss). Second row - manager
Dylan Shaw (Wiggins), Noah Barron (Hoover, Ala.), Wiley Cleland
(Columbia), Jerod Meggs (Kosciusko), Austin Elliott (Alexander City, Ala.),

Brycen Scott (Lucedale), Dylan Usry (Lake), Simon Landry (Ponchatoula,
La.), Shemar Page (Raleigh), Magruder O’Bannon (Long Beach), manag-
er Cameron Ford (Richton). Back row - assistant coach Sam Roberson,
assistant coach Rhyne Hughes, Preston Krummel (Purvis), Camden
Dusang (Carriere), Drake Nightengale (Sumrall), Noah Lewis (State Line),
Luke Bradley (Bay St. Louis), Colin Danley (Lucedale), Matt Taylor
(Raleigh), Derek Eberly (Blountstown, Fla.), head coach Michael Avalon,
assistant coach Anthony Izzio.

2018 MACJC Baseball standings

Construction is ongoing for the new field house for the PRCC soccer teams. The project
is scheduled for completion by the beginning of the 2018 season in late August.

Upcoming
games

March 30 - host
Itawamba, 2 p.m.

April 4 - at East
Central, 3 p.m.

April 7 - host
Meridian, 2 p.m.

April 10 - host
Southwest, 3 p.m.

April 14 - host
Mississippi Delta, 2
p.m.

April 18 - at Hinds, 3
p.m.

April 21 - host East
Mississippi, 2 p.m.

April 24 - at Jones
JC, 4 p.m.

April 28 - at Holmes,
2 p.m.

May 2 - host Co-Lin,
3 p.m.

May 5 - at Coahoma,
noon

May 10-11 - First-
round of the playoffs

May 16-20 - Region
23 Tournament

(All games are dou-
bleheaders)

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

Pearl River Community College
continued to get the job done in
MACJC baseball play, sweeping a
doubleheader from Northeast
Mississippi March 24 at Booneville.

The Wildcats grabbed a 4-0 lead in
the opener and rolled to a 5-3 victory,
then came from behind to defeat the
Tigers 5-4 in the second game.

Fourteenth-ranked PRCC (19-4)
remained undefeated in conference
play at 4-0; Northeast dropped to 12-
9 and 3-3. Pearl River has won nine
of its last 10 games.

Sophomore Simon Landry
(Ponchatoula, La.) smacked a three-
run home run in the top of the fifth to
power the Wildcats in Game 1.

Freshman Colin Danley (Lucedale)
and sophomore Colby White
(Foxworth) threw two innings of per-
fect relief to hold a one-run lead in
the nightcap.

“One thing we’ve wanted was to be
balanced offensively,” said Wildcat
coach Michael Avalon. “We’ve had a

lot of guys who have stepped up at
various times and given us some big
at-bats. We want to be tough through-
out the batting order.”

After three scoreless innings in the
opener, the Wildcats broke on top in
the top of the fourth inning with a
run.

With one out, freshman Noah
Barron (Hoover, Ala.) singled and
redshirt-freshman Matt Taylor
(Raleigh) drew a walk. A wild pitch
moved the runners to second and
third, and Barron scored on a ground-
out.

PRCC added three more runs in the
fifth after two were out.

Sophomore Derek Eberly
(Blountstown, Fla.) walked and went
to third on a single by redshirt-sopho-
more Bryson Medious (Columbia).
Both runners trotted home after
Landry smacked his eighth homer of
the season to rightfield.

The Tigers got a run back in the
bottom of the fourth, but the Wildcats
added to their lead in the top of the
fifth without a hit.

Freshman Wiley Cleland
(Columbia) drew a leadoff walk,

stole second, took third on a ground-
out and scored on a dropped third
strike.

Freshman Shemar Page (Raleigh)
went six innings, giving up six hits
and one run. He struck out seven and
walked just one. Freshman Jerod
Meggs (Kosciusko) got through the
seventh and eight without incident,
but ran into trouble in
the bottom of the
ninth.

With one out in the
ninth, Meggs surren-
dered a walk, and that
run scored on a two-
out double. A single
put runners on first
and second, and
brought White out of
the bullpen. His first
pitch was a run-scor-
ing single, but then he
got a flyout to nail
down the win.

Page improved to 5-
0 for the season, and White earned his
third save of the season.

“I think what makes our bullpen so
tough is that our starting pitching

isn’t getting overused,” said Avalon.
“We’ve got a lot of guys who are
pushing each other every day in prac-
tice and in games to get big outs.”

Northeast grabbed a 2-0 lead in the
bottom of the third off redshirt soph-
omore Drake Nightengale (Sumrall),
but the Wildcats tied it up in the top
of the fourth.

Barron earned a
leadoff walk, then
Taylor reached on a
fielder’s choice.
Cleland singled and a
groundout on a slow
roller to first moved
the runners up a base,
and both runners
scored on a single by
freshman Magruder
O’Bannon (Long
Beach).

Pearl River took the
lead in the fifth with a
three-run rally. Eberly

was hit by a pitch to
lead off and came all the way around
to score on a double by Medious.
Landry and Barron walked to load
the bases and Taylor drove in two

runs with a single.
Northeast narrowed the margin

with two runs in the fifth, opening the
inning with a single and a double to
get a run home. Sophomore Luke
Bradley (Pass Christian) came on in
relief and immediately gave up a run-
scoring single.

However, Bradley set down the
next three batters to get out of the
fifth. Danley needed just 10 pitches to
get a groundout and two strikeouts in
the sixth, and White needed just 12
pitches to get two strikeouts and a
groundout for his second save of the
day.

Nightengale (2-0) earned the win,
and White increased his save total to
four for the season.

The Wildcats returned to Dub
Herring Park March 27 to take on
Mississippi Gulf Coast in a double-
header.

“We’re glad to be getting back
home,” said Avalon. “It feels like it’s
been weeks since we played at home.
It’s a good atmosphere, a rivalry
game. 

“We’re playing well, they’re play-
ing well. It should be fun.”

Wildcats keep rolling with sweep at Northeast

Avalon

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

POPLARVILLE - Jack Byrd has been log-
ging some frequent-flyer miles lately, looking
to add some overseas talent to his Pearl River
Community College women’s soccer team.

Byrd made a trip to Jamaica last month and
spent several days looking at some of the top
female players from the island nation.

“We were able to get a private tryout session
with some of the women on their national
team,” said Byrd. “We think we’re going to be
able to sign several.”

They would join a Lady Wildcat squad that
posted an 8-1-4 mark last fall, finishing second
in the MACJC South Division.

Byrd also said his team will participate in a
7-on-7 tournament in mid-April, involving
most of the soccer-playing teams in the
MACJC.

Meanwhile, construction continues on pace
for the new soccer fieldhouse, located adjacent
to the soccer field at the PRCC Sports Complex.

Rainy weather has pushed the project a little
behind, but Byrd says the new building should
be ready for the start of the 2018 season in
August.

Coach looking for overseas talent

Soccer report

PRCC third baseman Wiley Cleland of Columbia puts the tag on a baserunner during
baseball action earlier this season at Dub Herring Park.

PRCC first baseman Simon Landry of Ponchatoula, La., follows through on a swing dur-
ing action earlier this season at Dub Herring Park.
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