
A long-time Pearl River Community
College instructor and one of her students
were among those honored Feb. 18 during
annual HEADWAE events in Jackson.

Susan Anderson, chair of the business
and commerce technology department
and instructor of computer programming,
and Jonathan Kelly represented PRCC.

Established in 1987 by the Mississippi
Legislature, HEADWAE brings outstand-
ing students and faculty from the state’s
colleges and universities to Jackson where
they are introduced to both the Mississippi
House of Representatives and the Senate
and recognized by name at a luncheon at-
tended by institution leaders, corporate
sponsors and legislators. 

“I was very surprised when I learned
that I was the college’s HEADWAE recip-
ient,” Anderson said. 

“I am very blessed and honored to be
able to work at a wonderful place with an

outstanding group of fellow teachers.”
Anderson holds the associate in applied

science degree from PRCC and has com-
pleted additional course work at the
University of Southern Mississippi. She
has taught at PRCC for 30 years and is
listed in Who’s Who Among Community
College Teachers.

She and her husband, Tim, live in
Poplarville and are the parents of two
adult children.

Kelly is a President’s and Dean’s
List scholar and is listed in the 2013-
14 edition of Who’s Who Among
Students in American Universities
and Colleges. He has worked at
Wheat’s Home and Building Supply
and Crossroads Feed and Seed and is
a member of West Union Baptist
Church.

“I am very honored to receive this
award,” Kelly said. “I thank all those

who stand beside me and help keep me
motivated.”

Kelly hopes to work in information
technology or teach computer technology
following graduation.

He and his wife, Jennifer, live in
Poplarville. He is the son of Roger Dale
Kelly and Kausaundra Rene Harrison.

Anderson Kelly

Heart Walk set for April 3
at Wellness Center track

PRCC’s second annual Heart Walk will be held from 3 to 5
p.m. Thursday, April 3, on the Wellness Center Walking Track.

The walk raises money to help in the fight against heart dis-
ease and to promote a heart healthy life.

The American Heart Association has challenged PRCC to put
together 25 teams that will compete to raise the most money.
The winning team will win a Wellness Center t-shirt for each
member and a sandwich party.

Team organizers need to report the team name and captain to
Wellness Center director Tara Rouse by email at
trouse@prcc.edu.

PRCC will hold graduation at 10 a.m. Wednesday, May 14, at
the James Lynn Cartlidge Forrest County Multi-Purpose Center
in Hattiesburg.

Speaker will be Dr. Eric Clark, executive director of the
Mississippi Community College Board.

Students who completed the graduation application and or-
dered a cap and gown will be notified of their arrival. (The ap-
plication deadline was March 7.)

Students who will complete degree requirements this semes-
ter but are not participating in graduation have until April 30 to
fill out the application.

Gala event next month
features six honorees

Six alumni will be inducted into the Pearl River Community
College Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame on April 17.

They are the late Delos H. Burks, an attorney, legislator and
major general in the Air National Guard; Donnie Waits, a retired
attorney and lieutenant colonel in the Marine Corps Reserve; re-
tired surveyor Francis Herring, retired banker James R. Ginn,
Howell Purvis, a retired Secret Service agent; and entertainer
Jimmy Buffett. He will accept the award by video.

The gala will be held at Southern Oaks House and Gardens
in Hattieburg. The social hour begins at 6 p.m. with dinner at
6:30 p.m.

Tickets are $100 through the Development Foundation.

PRCC cheerleader tryouts
scheduled for March 30

Graduation Day May 14;
speaker Dr. Eric Clark

Tryouts for cheerleader at PRCC will be held at 2 p.m.
Sunday, March 30 at Shivers Gym.

Mandatory clinics to teach the tryout material will be held
from 3 to 5 p.m. on Friday and 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday. The
clinic fee is $30.

The PRCC cheerleader squad includes both males and fe-
males.

Contact coach Candace Harper at charper@prcc.edu.

Creighton, Terrell attend
Sigma Kappa Delta event

Trevor Creighton of Hattiesburg and Leslie Terrell of Purvis
attended the 2014 Sigma Tau Delta/Sigma Kappa Delta conven-
tion Feb. 27-March 1 in Savannah, Ga.

They attended with Dr. Terri Smith Ruckel and Dr. Ryan L.
Ruckel, PRCC instructors, and Nancy Barnard and Autumn
Barnard, William Carey University English students.

PRCC’s chapter of Sigma Kappa Delta, the English honor
society for two-year colleges, and Carey’s chapter of Sigma Tau
Delta have worked together on several events.

Applications for River Navigator Student Recruitment Team
are available through the Office of Recruitment and Orientation

Applications are due Friday, April 4. River Navigators lead
campus tours and attend college fairs at local high schools. All
team members are required to attend the River Navigator class
on Tuesdays on the Poplarville campus.

Contact the Office of Recruitment and Orientation at (601)
403-1197 or email recruitment@prcc.edu for more information.

State colleges on campus
for Transfer Week

Representatives of four-year institutions have been on cam-
pus for Transfer Week, providing information about their
schools to PRCC students.

William Carey University and Mississippi College were here
on Monday and Mississippi State University on Tuesday. The
rest of the week includes the University of Mississippi on
Wednesday, University of Southern Mississippi on Thursday
and Delta State University on Friday.

The college representatives will be in Crosby Hall from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Four outstanding students at Pearl River
Community College have been named to
the Phi Theta Kappa All-Mississippi
Academic Team.

They are Jansen Owen of Carriere and
Tiffany Tucker of Diamondhead from the
Poplarville campus and Sonya Conerly
and Tiffany Gragg, both of Hattiesburg
and students at the Forrest County Center.

Tucker was also named a Coca-Cola
Bronze Scholar and will receive a $1,000
scholarship and a medallion.

They were honored March 5 in Jackson.
Owen, 20, is a political science major

with a grade point average of 3.7 and is
co-president of the Iota Mu chapter of
PTK. He is a deputy clerk in the Pearl

River County Circuit Clerk’s office and
plans to transfer to the University of
Southern Mississippi and then attend law
school. He is the son of John and Kendra
Owen of Poplarville.

Tucker carries a 4.0 GPA as an English
major. She plans to earn the bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in English at the
University of Mississippi and hopes to be
a book editor. 

She is a work-study employee in the
Counseling Center and co-president of the
Iota Mu PTK chapter. Tucker, 20, is the
daughter of Eileen and Tim Cooke of
Diamondhead.

Conerly, also 20, is a nursing major
with a 3.82 GPA. She plans to transfer to

William Carey University to earn the
bachelor’s degree in nursing.

Conerly works in the Student Success
Center and the GED Center and is vice
president of Sigma Kappa Delta English
honorary. She is the daugher of Perry and
Sheryl Conerly of Hattiesburg.

Gragg, 28, is an English major with a 4.0
GPA and president of the Beta Tau Gamma
PTK chapter. She plans to earn a bachelor’s
degree in English from a university. 

Gragg is vice president of Crye-Leike
Signature One Realty in Hattiesburg. She
and her husband, Brandon, are the parents
of two daughters, 6-year-old Isabella and
3-year-old Ava Joy.
n See PTK AWARDS, page 3 

PRCC students honored by PTK 

Owen Conerly Gragg Tucker Dr. Burt

Dr. Burt receives administrator award

HEADWAE Anderson, Kelly 
are recognized

The Baptist Student Union is preparing for its spring Yard Sale.
Donations will be accepted until the morning of Friday, April 4.
The sale will begin at 3 p.m. Friday, April 4, and continue at 7

a.m. Saturday, April 5.
For more information, call the BSU at 601 795-8581.

BSU seeking donations

The final Premier Performance Event of the season at the
Ethel Holden Brownstone Center for the Arts will be Simply
Sinatra at 7 p.m. Friday, March 28.

Steve Lippia and his 10-piece band will present an evening of
Sinatra’s timeless hits.

Reserved seating tickets are $15, $20 and $25. Call 601 403-
1180 for information.

Simply Sinatra March 28

River Navigators sign up
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Pearl River Community College offers equal edu-
cation and employment opportunities. We do not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, religion, color, sex,
age, national origin, veteran status, or disability. For
inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies or
to request accommodations, special assistance, or al-
ternate format publication, please contact Tonia
Moody, ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator, at P.O. Box
5118, Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601 403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredit-
ed by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to award as-
sociate degrees. Contact the Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
Georgia 30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500,
or at http://www.sacscoc.org for questions
about the accreditation of Pearl River
Community College. The Commission is only
to be contacted to learn about the accreditation
status of the College, to file a third-party com-
ment at the time of the College’s decennial re-
view, or to file a complaint against the College
with evidence that appears to support non-
compliance with a standard or requirement. All
normal inquiries about the institution, such as
admission requirements, financial aid, educa-
tional programs, etc., should be addressed di-
rectly to Pearl River Community College and
not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

By CHRISTOPHER BARRON
The Drawl Staff Writer

One of the perks to having a gym on campus
is being able to take advantage of all the healthy
activities available to the students and staff. 

Those of you who don’t know, our school
gym is referred to as the Wellness Center and is
located on the Poplaville campus.
The director over the center is Ms.
Tara Rouse, and she is in charge of
overseeing all that takes place within
the facility. She is a very helpful in-
structor and her entire staff is always
friendly. 

Some of the advantages that are
available at the Wellness Center are
the large variety of weight lifting
mechanisms that hard core weight
lifters can use to put their muscles to
the test. For those who just like to run,
there is a full arsenal of treadmills and the like.

Not only does the center have new hi-tech
work out gear, they also have the traditional
walking tracks, indoor and outdoor. These are
just some of the workout equipment available at

the Wellness Center.
Classes also take place in the Wellness

Center. Classes like “Personal and Community
Heath” and “Nutrition and Wellness,” that stu-
dents are required to take as part of their cur-
riculum. 

The center also has some workout classes that
might be beneficial to anyone who gives them a

try. Classes like Kong Fu to those
who like to do martial arts or there is
a spin class for those who just like to
ride bikes. For those who like to get
crazy in their workouts, you could
give Zumba a try.

I personally am active in that class
and I can say, “it’s quite fun.” The in-
structor is Ms. Kay Kammer, who
keeps the class fun and upbeat. She
uses today’s music to incorporate
into choreographed workout dance to

help you build a better cardio.
So for those who haven’t been to the Wellness

Center, I suggest you give it a try. It has a fun at-
mosphere and is beneficial to you.  
n Christopher Barron is a sophomore stu-

dent from Carriere.

Barron

Wellness Center offers
students variety of options

By TIFFANY TUCKER
The Drawl Staff Writer

Of the 20 years I have lived in Mississippi, I
had never been to the State Capitol until earlier
this month.

It is even harder to believe that I had the priv-
ilege of traveling to see the Capitol of the
United States instead of my own state. 

On March 5, I traveled to Jackson
for the 20th annual All-Mississippi
Academic Team luncheon sponsored
by Phi Theta Kappa and USA Today,
and for my first ever trip to the State
Capitol.

The day started early with registra-
tion and ended late that afternoon.
Upon arrival, everyone present was
divided into three groups for a tour of
the Capitol, and, let me tell you, it is
a truly remarkable experience.

The current Capitol building is actu-
ally not the original location of the Capitol; it
moved to its present location in 1903.

The architecture of the building is complete-
ly breath taking and stunning, and the detail in
every inch of the property is baffling. I have
honestly never seen anything more beautiful or
brilliant in my life.

During the tour, I learned that Theodore C.
Link of St. Louis, Mo. was the chief architect
for the project. It was completed in 28 months
and cost approximately $1,093,641. The exteri-

or of the building is constructed with Indiana
limestone and Georgia granite. The domed ceil-
ing is made from glazed terra cotta with lime-
stone colonnade.

The interior of the Capitol contains 11 types
of marble both imported and exported and eight
types of scagliola (art marble); the stained glass
throughout the building was crafted by Louis J.
Millet Company of Chicago, Ill.

The monumental eagle perched
upon the top of the dome is made of
solid copper.  It is coated with gold
leaf and measures 8 feet tall and 15
feet wide. 

Together these facts may seem triv-
ial and boring, and honestly, had I
been given these facts, I would not
have considered any of this to be an
impressive feat of art.  However, one
step inside the Capitol Building
changes that thought. 
It truly is a sight to see, and I encour-

age each and every one of you to take the time
to visit the building and admire this beautiful
landmark of the south. 

In the state of Mississippi, there may not be
much to brag about, but the Capitol is truly
something to recognize and be proud of.  For
tour information visit www.legislature.ms.gov
or contact Visitor Services at 601-359-3114 or
tours@house.ms.gov.  
n Tiffany Tucker is a sophomore student

from Diamondhead. 

Tucker

State Capitol building worth trip

By GAGE BUTLER
The Drawl Staff Writer

If you’re like me, and most kids in America,
you played some form of junior division sports
when you were little. 

And, if you were like me, you were horrible
at it.

No matter how bad you were, you got a tro-
phy at the end of the day for “partic-
ipation.” But why is that you won-
der? Sure, building self-esteem is im-
portant to young kids, but there
should be a definite line.

I am seeing more and more awards
given out for trying to older kids
now-a-days than ever before. It
seems we have lost our sense of
competition in America, choosing to
instead hand out tokens for attempts.
I believe that this loss of the concept
of winners and losers is incredibly
detrimental, especially to the youth of
America today.

Competition fosters excellence; our entire
economy is based on that principle. From Social
Darwinism to the Free Market, our people seem
to thrive on competition in all aspects of life. 

So, why is it that we feel the need to shelter

our children? It misleads about the true nature of
life. If you interview for a job, you aren’t going
to get anything for trying; either you’re going to
get it or you won’t. Life doesn’t hand out partic-
ipation trophies and neither should we.

When you give a kid a trophy for participa-
tion it is telling that child that no matter how
much or how little effort he puts into that sport,
he will get the same trophy. 

How do you reason that to the boy
who rises an hour before school to
throw footballs through tires? If those
kids desire to be winners, but are re-
warded at the same level of those
who are less skilled, why put in the
extra effort?

I do not believe that people un-
skilled in a sport are lesser than those
who are more so. It is simply this
writer’s opinion that those who put in
the effort to better, those who dream
to excel, should be recognized and

appropriately awarded for the fruits of
their labor.

Giving the same to all regardless of how
much work is done is a form of socialism that
simply has no place in America.
n Gage Butler is a freshman student from

Picayune.

Butler

Have we gone overboard
with tokens for trying?

By SHAQUELL THOMAS
The Drawl Staff Writer

As a lot of you may already know, I have a
2-year-old son, and with having a child or chil-
dren, there are a lot of things to be cautious
about.

When I think of being careful and watching
him, I think about the usual
cuts/scrapes, runny noses, ear infec-
tions and a cold every now and then. 

No parent wants to see their
child/children hurting and especially
in the hospital.

So when the topic of febrile
seizures came up in a doctor’s visit I
became curious. This was some-
thing that I wasn’t familiar with and
since it could happen to any child in-
cluding mine, I decided to do some
research.

Some of you are wondering what is
a febrile seizure? Can it happen to my child?
How does it start?  Well, I think I can help you
with those questions.

Febrile seizures are convulsions brought on
by a fever in infants or small children. During
a febrile seizure, a child often loses conscious-
ness and shakes, moving limbs on both sides of
the body. 

Less commonly, the child becomes rigid or
has twitches in only a portion of the body, such
as an arm or a leg, or on the right or the left
side only.

Most febrile seizures last a minute or two, al-
though some can be as brief as a few seconds
while others last for more than 15 minutes.
This occurs in children who have fevers

greater than 102 degrees Fahrenheit. 
To any parent, this seems scary

and hard to imagine their child ex-
periencing. Febrile seizures usually
occur in children between the ages
of 6 months and 5 years and are par-
ticularly common in toddlers. 

Children rarely develop their first
febrile seizure before the age of 6
months or after 3 years of age. 

I would really hate for any of my
loved ones or friends to have to ex-
perience this, and this is why I am

telling you all.  Everyone should be
aware of febrile seizures.

This is something that I am taking very seri-
ously and I hope that my fellow Wildcats do as
well. So with that being said, I hope you all
had a lovely spring break. 

WELCOME BACK WILDCATS!
n Shaquell Thomas is a sophomore stu-

dent from Hattiesburg.

Thomas

Febrile seizures can
be cause of concern 

By HUNTER BRASWELL
The Drawl Staff Writer

Do we have any? What is a leader? Who
would I consider a leader in American politics?

These are tough questions to answer; therein
lies the problem. In decades past, Americans
did not have to ask these questions. Our par-
ents and grandparents knew without a doubt
what a leader is and who they could look to for
effectual and meaningful leadership. 

Lincoln, Roosevelt - both Teddy and
Franklin - Kennedy, and Reagan,
there was never any question, these
men were leaders.

Webster defines a leader as some-
one who acts as a guide, a directing
head or chief. What do we get
today? Mitch McConnell, Harry
Reid, John Boehner, Nancy Pelosi,
and the follower in chief, Barrack
Obama. 

All elected to positions of high of-
fice and all incredibly devoid of
leadership skills.

In today’s pop culture and 24-hour news
cycle, they call it leading from behind.

To my mind, leading from behind is simply
following a Democrat or Republican. The
leader of the free world cannot and must not be

a follower.
Much has been said lately, especially from

the Republicans, that “we don’t have the votes,
and should wait until after the election when
we do.” This is the very crux of our problem.
Our leaders of both parties have become reac-
tionary and by definition this very behavior de-
fines them as many things but leader is not one
of them. 

A leader is not reactionary. A leader creates
circumstances and fosters situations beneficial
to his or her own beliefs. A true leader does not

need polls, punditry, or talking
heads to define their positions.

They know down to their bones
what they believe and do whatever
they can to bring the people along
with them. 

They stand chin up and chest out
in front of the hoarding masses and
no matter where the chips may land
proclaim proudly this is what I know
to be right and I will do everything
in my power to make it so. 
This country needs a lot of things

but more than anything, we need a true leader.
A man or woman unafraid to live or die solely
by the courage of their convictions.
n Hunter Braswell is a sophomore stu-

dent from Hattiesburg.

Braswell

Leaders today are unlike
leaders of past generations

By LEIGHTON CHERAMIE
The Draw Staff Writer

Here at PRCC, we have one of the nicest
campuses in the state, from the landscape to the
inside of classrooms.

Many times that is taken for granted, by peo-
ple who are careless and inconsiderate. Have
you ever just stopped and thought to
yourself why our campus looks so
nice? 

Look no further than our wonder-
ful hard-working maintenance staff
and custodial crews. Without them
none of this would be possible, and
they deserve some recognition. 

It makes me sick seeing lazy peo-
ple throw trash down when all it
takes is a few steps to a trash can. As
a campaign slogan for a cleaner
Mississippi once stated, “I’m not
your Mama,” and neither are the crews
here on campus.

How would you like it if someone came to
your place of employment, that you took pride

in, and just trashed the place like it was a dump? 
You wouldn’t like it all. I’m sure you have

heard the statement, do unto others as you
would have them do unto you; well that applies
to every situation you face in life.

What if the maintenance crews took your ex-
ample and just didn’t care and trashed the cam-
pus. Wouldn’t that make your upset or disgrun-

tled? If you answered no, then you
need a reality check. 

All it takes is just a little effort to
help our grounds crew keep our cam-
pus clean, beautiful, and pristine for
years to come.

So please, the next time you see
one of our maintenance personnel
hard at work improving our campus,
take time to thank them and let them
know how much you appreciate what
they do. 

In the words of Dr. Seuss, “Unless
someone like you cares a whole awful

lot, nothing is going to get better; no it’s not.”
n Lighton Cheramie is a sophomore stu-

dent from Carriere.

Cheramie

Being beautiful takes 
effort sometimes unseen 

Career Fair at PRCC

Above photo, business office technology students Bennetha Brown, from left, and
Constance Reed, both of Hattiesburg, talk with Forrest General Hospital recruiters Tanisha
Hamilton and Anglea Mucha Brooks during the Career Fair. Below photo, students packed
the Technology Center for the Career Fair. More than 50 companies and agencies set up
booths to recruit workers and 800 to 1,000 students checked them out, said Dr. Ann Moore,
director of the PRCC Counseling, Advisement and Placement Center.

PRCC students Desmond Edmonson
of Hattiesburg, Breanna Peters of
Madison and Shelby Stiglets of
Hattiesburg took some time to tour the
Capitol during the recent Capitol Day.
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Compare for yourself.

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 
  

 

William Carey University is a 
great bargain compared to state 
institutions, offering generous 
scholarships and high quality 
within our caring, Christian 
environment. Contact us for 
more information!

Carey: Ranked #1 Best Value in the South Among
Regional Colleges and Universities (U.S. News & World Report)
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Staff profile

NAME: Chelsie Lynn Dobbins

FAMILY: Parents, Mike Dobbins
and Cindy Palhang

RESIDENCE: Hattiesburg

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:
Graduated from Presbyterian
Christian School 2009; graduated
with honors and A.A at Pearl River
Community College, 2011; graduated
from the University of Southern
Mississippi, B.A. in Speech Pathology
2013. Currently in the Master’s
Program for Higher Education and Student Affairs.

POSITION AT PRCC: Recruiter

FAVORITE BOOK: The Bible

FAVORITE FOOD: Sushi

FAVORITE MOVIE: Sweet Home Alabama

FAVORITE MUSIC: Country (George Strait)

FAVORITE VACATION TRIP: Went on a cruise with my
mom to Jamaica, Cayman Islands, and Cosumel in 2013.
Swam with the dolphins and rode horses in the ocean.

WHAT 3 WEBSITES DO YOU VISIT EVERYDAY:
PRCC.edu, Facebook, and Pinterest

INTERESTING FACT: I have shown registered Hereford
cattle on a local, state, and national level since I was 9 years
old.

Dobbins

Chelsie Dobbins sees her re-
turn to Pearl River Community
College as the school’s re-
cruiter as the answer to a
prayer.

Dobbins, who received an
associate in arts degree from
PRCC in 2011, was approved
by the PRCC Board of
Trustees during its February
meeting. She began her duties
Feb. 12.

“As a student and being very
involved in campus activities
at Pearl River, I feel like this
place is my home,” said
Dobbins. “This school helped
me build my foundation both
personally and professionally.”

During her time at PRCC,
Dobbins was treasurer of Phi
Theta Kappa international
honor society, a member of the
2010 Homecoming court, a
member of the PRCC cheer-
leading squad for two years
and was selected for the PRCC
Leadership Forum.

“My first couple of months
we will be focusing on recruit-
ing well-rounded scholars to
Pearl River, the high achieving
students,” she said. 

“We want to make students
aware that making the choice
to go to a community college
like Pearl River is not only a
good one, but it’s a good tran-
sition to a four-year college.

“We have a lot of good
things to talk about, such as
being ranked nationally by
several organizations.”

Dobbins, who graduated
from Presbyterian Christian
School in Hattiesburg, has al-
ready hit the ground running,
beginning with high school
visits.

“We are thrilled to have
Chelsie join our team as the
new PRCC recruiter,” said
Casey Rawls, director of re-
cruitment and orientation.
“Her excitement and passion
for Pearl River are undeniable.

“Her main role as recruiter
will involve visiting the high
schools within our district and
assisting prospective students
throughout the enrollment
process. Chelsie’s high energy
level and organization skills
will also be great assets to our
office when it comes to plan-
ning and executing larger
events such as Wildcat Fest
and Summer Orientation.”

In 2013, she received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
speech pathology from the
University of Southern
Mississippi. 

She is currently enrolled
part-time in the master of edu-
cation program in higher edu-
cation with an emphasis in stu-
dent affairs at USM.

“I look forward to learning
about all areas of the college,
as well as becoming more
knowledgeable about the field
of higher education and how
that can be applied to my role
as a recruiter at Pearl River,”
Dobbins said.

Dobbins new PRCC recruiter

By DR. STEPHEN BLACK
Director of Honors Institute

The Honors Institute provides excel-
lence in undergraduate two-year educa-
tion to highly motivated and talented stu-
dents. 

The mission of the Honors Institute is
to attract, recruit, and retain high achiev-
ing, dedicated, and highly motivated stu-
dents by providing enriching educational
and real-life opportunities.  Educational
opportunities include: paid internships,
study abroad, and experiential education. 

The Honors Institute curriculum chal-
lenges students to do their best critical
thinking and learning.  Honors Institute
students enjoy small classes which allow
for interaction between students and fac-
ulty and among students themselves.  

Membership in the Honors Institute
program means entrance into a learning

community that places a high value on
excellence and provides a means of com-
munity identity. Soon the Honors
Institute will move into its permanent
home on the second floor of White Hall.

The Honors Institute is pleased to an-
nounce that currently-enrolled
students can now apply as
Honors Institute Scholars. 

There are two tiers of ad-
mission to the Honors
Institute:

1. Be a talented high school
senior with a 25 ACT and a
3.4 GPA in high school work,
and,

2. Current students who
complete 24 semester hours of
college work with a cumulative
3.4 GPA or better. 

To graduate with medallion honors,
honor students must complete 21 honor

hours and maintain a 3.4 or better GPA.
To graduate with a certificate in honors,
honor students must complete 15 honor
hours and maintain a 3.25 GPA.

To learn more about PRCC Honor
Institute visit our webpage under aca-

demics at www.prcc.edu.
Download an application

and return in person to Dr.
Black sblack@prcc.edu or call
601-403-1274.  Come by my
office:  Office P, Seal Hall for
more information. 
n PRCC honors students,

Sonya Conerly, Trevor
Creighton, Geneses Kelly,
Rachel Fowler and Sarah
Silver, presented March 20-21

during the Mississippi Honors
Conference on the University of
Southern Mississippi campus in
Hattiesburg.   

Institute open to current students

Black

n FROM page 1
Phi Theta Kappa, two-year

college presidents and com-
munity college state associa-
tions co-sponsor All-State
Academic Team recognition
programs in 32 states.

All-State Team members re-
ceive special recog-
nition including
medallions and cer-
tificates. Some also
receive stipends and
scholarships.

Each two-year
college in Mississ-
ippi may nominate
two students per
campus to the All-
USA Academic
Team. Students from
Mississippi nominat-
ed to the national team com-
prise the All-Mississippi
Academic Team. Nominations
are based on outstanding aca-
demic performance and serv-
ice to the college and commu-
nity.

Stephanie Lee is advisor for
the Iota Mu chapter. Dr. Ryan
Ruckel, Dr. Terri Ruckel and
Doug Donohue are Beta Tau
Gamma advisors.
n Dr. Cecil Burt, vice presi-

dent for Forrest County
Operations, and Jana Causey,
assistant vice president for

Forrest County Operations,
have been selected for national
Phi Theta Kappa honors.

Burt will receive PTK’s
prestigious Distinguished
College Administrator Award.
It will be presented April 25 at
PTK’s 96th annual convention

in Orlando, Fla.
He has been

with PRCC since
1972 as a coun-
selor and adminis-
trator. 

Causey will re-
ceive the Alumni
Award of
Appreciation at
the April 26
Gratitude Banquet
for Alumni and

Friends in Orlando.
She has been with PRCC for

11 years. 
The awards are the third and

fourth national honors from
PTK.

Susan Donohue, then-gener-
al education director at FCC,
received the Distinguished
College Administrator Award
in 2012 and Dr. William
Lewis, president, received the
Shirley B. Gordon Award of
Distinction in 2013.

All were nominated by the
Beta Tau Gamma PTK chapter
at the FCC.

Causey

PTK AWARDS

PTK Capitol visit

Members of the PRCC family pose for a picture in front of
the State Capitol during Phi Theta Kappa Day on March 5.
They are from left: Front - students Jansen Owen, Tiffany
Tucker, PTK advisor Steplanie Lee and students Sonya
Conerly and Tiffany Gragg. Back row - PTK advisor Dr.
Ryan Ruckel, PRCC President William Lewis, PTK advisor
Doug Donohue, and PRCC administrators Drs. Cecil Burt
and Adam Breerwood.      



N E W S
The DRAWLMarch 2014 • Page 4 

Kendrick Buckley (right) watches as PRCC dental hygiene student Michelle Phillips of
Gulfport cleans Josiah Humphrey’s teeth during the annual Give Kids A Smile event.

Above left, PRCC student Heather Allred of d’Iberville cleans the teeth of patient Titus
Bridges of Hattiesburg during the annual Give Kids A Smile event at PRCC on Feb. 7.
Above right, patient Tryon Sherman keeps a close eye on dental hygiene student Jeanne
Saavedra of Petal while she cleans his teeth.

First-year students in the Pearl River
Community College dental hygiene program
brightened the smiles of 32 kids from the
Salvation Army Boys and Girls Club of
Hattiesburg.

The students and children took part Feb. 7 in
the annual Give Kids A Smile event sponsored
by the South Mississippi Dental Society and
PRCC.

The PRCC students cleaned and polished
each child’s teeth and made sure they know the
proper technique for brushing and flossing. A
dentist then checked the PRCC students’ work
and examined the children’s teeth.

“The main reason we participate is to give
back to the community,” said Dr. Shana Allen,
director of the PRCC program. “It’s also a won-

derful learning experience for our students.”
PRCC and area dentists have partnered on

Give Kids A Smile for 10 years, said Dr. Lana
Clarke of Hattiesburg, coordinator for the dental
society.

“The benefit of doing this is teaching the chil-
dren good oral hygiene care and it’s also good to
start them off young so they can develop those
habits into their adult years,” said Jeanne
Saavedra, a PRCC dental hygiene student from
Petal.

PRCC provides the hygienists and the clinic
while the dental society provides supplies and
dentists.

For information on the dental hygiene pro-
gram at PRCC or to make an appointment at the
clinic, call 601-554-5509.

Students give local kids 
lessons on cleaning teeth

PRCC student Courtney Cooper of Sumrall (left) took a moment out of her teeth-cleaning
duties to do an interview with Charles Herrington of WDAM-TV about the annual Give
Kids A Smile event that took place at PRCC.

By TERRI CLARK
GED Counselor 

Pearl River Community College opened its
new computer testing labs this month to ac-
commodate changes in the General
Educational Development testing program. 

The new labs were “up and running” the
week of March 17. 

Computer based testing labs will
be located on the second floor of
Jeff Davis Hall on the Poplarville
campus and at the Lowery A.
Woodall Advanced Technology
Center in Hattiesburg. Both labs
will have eleven computer stations
and will be open for test-takers bi-
weekly. 

Taking the test on a computer is
among many major changes to the
high school equivalency testing pro-
gram in Mississippi which began
this January. 

The old pencil and paper version is gone to
the wayside. Rather than answering multiple-
choice based questions on paper, adult learners
have to solve interactive math problems, ana-

lyze social studies passages and demonstrate
critical thinking through essay responses on a
computer.

The GED test will feature four sections, in-
stead of five: reasoning through language arts,
mathematical reasoning, science and social
studies. The changes were made to align with
a higher level of learning standards and college
readiness skills.

The instructors within Adult
Education have participated in
monthly staff development train-
ings to better prepare themselves to
serve our adult learners. I can hon-
estly say, “Our team is ready!” 

The instructors have spent a great
amount of time familiarizing them-
selves with the new test, effective
teaching methods, and even brush-
ing up on technological skills to
better serve the students. 

New student enrollment is of-
fered weekly at all GED Adult

Education sites. 
For more information on enrolling, please

contact the Office of Adult Education at (601)
554-5551. 

Clark

Computer labs for GED
test takers now open 

New computer testing labs in Poplarville (bottom) and Hattiesburg (above) will help ac-
commodate changes in the General Educational Development testing program. 

55 LPN students and seven instructors (combined) from the Poplarville campus and the
Forrest County Center met March 18 on the Hattiesburg campus with Mississippi State
Department of Health TB nurse and consultant, Ann Parker. The students attended an
eight-hour certification course that trained nurses to give and read the TB test that detects
the TB infection. TB is still prevalent in Mississippi but is on the decline due to vital training
and early detection. 

TB test certification 

Staff profile

NAME: James Royston

FAMILY: Married for 20 years, two
daughters, 12 and 10.

RESIDENCE: Steep Hollow

EDUCATIONAL BACKROUND:
AA from Gulf Coast Community
College; B.S., Microbiology from the
University of Southern Mississippi,
MS in Microbiology, USM

POSITION AT PRCC: Instructor
of Biology

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 13 years

FAVORITE BOOK: Nearly all of them are my favorites as
I am an avid reader. 

FAVORITE FOOD: Boiled crawfish, cheesecake, and rib
eye steaks.

FAVORITE MOVIE: Star Trek movies, all of them.

FAVORITE MUSIC: Anything with a good beat.

FAVORITE VACATION TRIP: The one where I had no elec-
tronic devices of any kind. It was hard to get used to at first. Once
I got used to telling time by the sun it was quite fun.

WHAT THREE WEBSITES DO YOU VISIT EVERY-
DAY? There is not a single website I visit every day unless it
is for work.  I do tend to gravitate toward science or science fic-
tion.

WHAT DON’T WE KNOW ABOUT YOU THAT
WOULD SURPRISE US? Almost everything.

Royston

By DR. JENNIFER SEAL
Director of Institutional Effectiveness

Pearl River Community College is
preparing for reaffirmation of its accredi-
tation by the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools Commission on
Colleges (SACSCOC).  

Each college and university accredited
by SACSCOC operates on a specific
timeline.

PRCC will send a report to SACSCOC
in March 2015. A SACSCOC team con-
sisting of community college administra-
tors and faculty from community colleges
in other states will be formed and given
the responsibility to review Pearl River
Community College responses to the re-
quirements and standards, including the
Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP).

Demonstrating compliance in the SAC-
SCOC core requirements, comprehensive
standards, and federal requirements is cru-

cial to gaining accreditation. 
Each requirement and standard is de-

signed to help an institution examine its
current processes and practices.
Reaffirmation provides our in-
stitution an opportunity to dis-
cover how PRCC can improve. 

Administrators, faculty, and
staff are currently writing re-
sponses and organizing docu-
mentation for each standard
and requirement. The require-
ments and standards are the
same for all colleges and uni-
versities seeking SACSCOC
accreditation.

Through the writing process,
the College will show the quality educa-
tion PRCC offers students and will
demonstrate that the policies developed
are conducive to a student centered learn-
ing environment.

A number of our administrators (Dr.

William Lewis, Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, Dr.
Becky Askew, Dr. Adam Breerwood, and
Dr. Jennifer Seal) have participated in both
on-site and/or off-site SACSCOC visits.

Dr. Breerwood, Vice
President for Poplarville
Campus and Hancock Center,
recently stated:  “This compre-
hensive review process is an
opportunity for continued im-
provement of our institution.
We look forward to the SAC-
SCOC team visiting our cam-
pus and their assessment of our
procedures, practices, and poli-
cies. The input of our entire

campus community is needed to
ensure the success of this evaluation.” 

In the Fall of 2015, the SACSCOC team
will visit Pearl River Community College
to review documentation, conduct inter-
views, and assess the viability of the QEP.

Are you ready?

SACS report
Are you ready for the 2015 visit?

Dr. Seal

PRCC Health Services and
the American Lung Assn. will be
offering the ALA Freedom From
Smoking Program to interested
PRCC faculty/staff. 

Freedom From Smoking has
been the leading adult smoking
cessation program for more than
25 years.

The program consist of at-

tending eight weekly sessions
starting at 5 p.m. in the Great
Hall Conference Room.

Each participant will receive a
workbook. Sessions are led by
an American Lung Association-
trained instructor and will be
held on the following dates:

Mondays, March 17, 24, and
31, and April 7; Wednesday,

April 9; Monday, April 14;
Wednesday, April 23; and
Monday, April 28. 

Seating is limited for the pro-
gram. 

If you are interested in attend-
ing the program, call nurse Susie
Hall at 601-403-1303 to reserve
your seat or for further informa-
tion. 

Smoking
cessation
program
offered



N E W S
The DRAWL March 2014 • Page 5

By Dr. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to The Drawl

What it took Leo Tolstoy 560,000 words to
work out, I can sum up in one sentence: Peace
is better than war. Many others agree with me.

For example, the American Civil War, and
both World Wars have famous stories, perhaps
apocryphal, of opposing troops working out in-
formal truces among themselves: during holi-
days, to retrieve dead and wounded, or just be-
cause they were tired of killing.

I actually experienced such a truce during the
latter days of the Vietnam War.

I was on a ship providing close-in gunfire
support along Highway 1, and after a couple
tours in-country Vietnam, being on such a ship
stationed on the “gun line” as it was called, was
like taking a leisure cruise to Cozumel.

The worst thing that ever happened was that
the salt water evaporators often couldn’t make
enough fresh water for the crew to have regular
showers. 

In fact, I was taking my regular “nooner”
(nap during the noon hour) on top of the missile
house, soaking up a few rays, when the North
Vietnamese artillery battery cut loose on us.

We had watched them through the long glass
on the bridge as they cranked the old anti-air-
craft gun to its lowest elevation and starting fir-
ing. 

A shell or two managed to hit us, but they
failed to explode; however, they did pass right
through the ship’s missile house, directly un-
derneath me, and destroyed about 100 high-
dollar stereo systems the crew had just picked
up at the Navy PX in Yokosuka after a period

of maintenance and R&R. All sailors bought
stereos.

Everyone from the Old Man (the Captain) to
the lowest mess cook had bought the stereo sys-
tem of his dreams and stored it in that compart-
ment. We were carrying some mellow sounds.

Now this unscheduled shooting was definite-
ly not fair and a violation of the “deal.” You
see, we, too, had worked it out informally: they
would shoot at us early in the morning, and we
would shoot at them late in the afternoon.

That way, we all knew when to get just out of
range, and nobody ever got hurt. The war was
about over, and nobody wanted to be the last
one to die. As far as I was concerned, it was a
great way to wage war: 

Shoot lots of shells; make lots of noise; give
a medal to everyone who shows up, and every-
body gets to go home.

Woody Allen would have been proud.
Now, some hot-shot, gung-ho, hardcore NVA

officer who didn’t know the arrangement had
messed everything up. Or perhaps Uncle Ho
had heard about it in Hanoi and got upset. 

In any event, smoking, solid-state Sansui,
JVC, Akai, Teac, Onkyo, and Panasonic cabi-
nets and stereo parts were scattered all inside of
the missile house, and the big question through-
out the crew was not “Are we sinking?”or “Did
anyone get hurt?” or “What’s the damage to the
ship?” but “Did my stereo survive?”

The “ambush” made the Old Man so mad
that he opened fire with the forward five-inch
38 gun battery and got it so hot that the barrel
exploded. It might actually have been a “short
round,” but the end of the barrel looked like a
blooming chrysanthemum. 

Exploded gun barrel on U.S. Navy Destroyer off the coast of North Vietnam.

The whole experience stuck me as an appro-
priate metaphor for about fourteen years of fu-
tility in a war we never should have gotten in-
volved in to start with. 

By the way, my stereo didn’t survive, but I
bought me a new one in Sasebo, and still listen

to it every night. 
n Dr. Hornsby is an adjunct instructor of

sociology at PRCC. He is now an Associate
Professor and chair of the Psychology
Department and Director of Institutional
Research at William Carey University.

This ambush proved ‘costly’ to many of us

By ROBIN NIX
Special to The Drawl

The city of New Orleans has a rich French
heritage still celebrated today with cries of
“Laissez le bon temps rouler” and the wide-
spread use of the fleur de lis, the symbol of the
Bourbon crown. 

However, it is the 40-year period that New
Orleans belonged to Spain that gave the city
much of its traditional architecture and the very
buildings that make up its downtown square.

Two main sources leave the Spanish mark on
the modern city of New Orleans.

First, the architectural heritage of the brick or
stucco townhouses with iron railings and inner
courtyards is a result of the Spanish building
codes enacted after the fire of 1788.

More than 850 buildings of French construc-
tion were destroyed, and the local Spanish gov-
ernment instituted new building codes designed
to reduce the fire hazards from the old timber
construction practices.

New Orleans’ Creole townhouses whose brick
facades butt up to the sidewalks provide no wood
or grassy areas for the spread of fire, and give the
city its historic and romantic charm today.

The second major Spanish impact is that of
one Spanish family in particular.  The father of
this family, Andres Almonaster, had come to the
new colony as a notary for the Spanish crown.

His real estate savvy paid off in great person-
al wealth which he then shared with his new
home town.

The day after the 1788 fire, Almonaster offers
to reconstruct the St. Louis Cathedral and the
Presbytere. When he hears the city lacks the

funds to rebuild the Calbildo, or town hall, he
personally underwrites its reconstruction, also. 

His philanthropy to the city to aid in post-fire
reconstruction is not his only civic kindness;
Almonaster also constructed as gifts a Charity
Hospital, a Leper’s Hospital, and a new chapel
and classrooms for the Ursuline Convent.

When Almonaster died, his charity was re-
warded with a premium spot for his crypt in the
floor of St. Louis Cathedral where you may still
visit him today.

This man’s mark on the city was matched
only by his daughter’s construction efforts.
Almonaster’s only surviving child, Micaela
Almonaster de Pontalba, was married to a
French Baron’s son while she was only 15. 

Her love for the city and for construction
brought her back to New Orleans after her dis-
astrous marriage ended when her father-in-law,
greedy for her father’s estate, finally snapped
and shot her. 

She survived and left her husband’s family
home (and her husband) to build a home in Paris
that is now the U.S. Ambassadorís residence.

The now Baroness Almonaster de Pontalba
returned to New Orleans to construct in 1851
the two red-brick apartment buildings that flank
each side of Jackson Square.  These are the old-
est continuously-inhabited apartment buildings
in America. 

The design and decoration of the square com-
memorating Jackson were also thanks to her de-
sign, making every building of Jackson Square
- the Cathedral, the Cabildo, the Presbytere, and
the Pontalba Apartments - the work of
Almonaster and his daughter, Baroness
Pontalba. 

Lecture series
Nix focuses on New Orleans,
and its many rich traditions

PRCC instructor Robin Nix spoke of News Orleans’ rich French history during her lecture
Feb. 18 at the Forrest County Center.  

Legislative breakfast

The Forrest County Center hosted its fourth annual Legislative Breakfast earlier this
month. Some area legislators took time out to visit with PRCC students. Above, State
Rep. Larry Byrd of Petal visited with some faculty and students. Below, State Sen. Billy
Hudson of Hattiesburg answered questions from nursing students. PRCC Public
Relations photos.

n Friday, March 28 - Simply Sinatra; 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center; tickets available March 3
at 601 403-1180
n Monday, March 31 - PRCC Symphonic

Band Concert; 7 p.m., Brownstone Center
n Tuesday, April 1 - Early online registra-

tion begins for fall 2014
n Thursday, April 3_ Block Party; 8:30

p.m., between cafeteria and library
n Monday, April 7 - Movie Night; 8 p.m.,

between cafeteria and library
n Monday, April 7 - Thursday, April 10 -

Elections for SGA executive officers
n Thursday and Friday - April 10 and 11 -

Guys and Dolls spring musical; 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center; tickets $10, $15 and $20
at 601 403-1180
n Tuesday, April 15 - Bingo Night; 7 p.m.,

cafeteria
n Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame Gala,

6 p.m., Southern Oaks House and Gardens,
Hattiesburg
n Friday, April 18 - Good Friday holiday.
n Monday, April 21 - Easter Monday holi-

day (night classes do not meet)
n Tuesday, April 22 - Step Show; TBA
n Wednesday, April 23 - FCC Faculty

Lecture Series; Lisa Palchak, “How
Computers Are Used in Mathematics: A Look
into Scientific Computing; 11 a.m., multipur-
pose room
n Thursday, April 24 - PRCC JazzCats and

The Voices concert; 7 p.m., Brownstone
Center
n Tuesday, April 29 - PRCC Singers con-

cert; 7 p.m, Brownstone Center
n Wednesday, April 30 - End of the Year

Cookout; 4:30-6 p.m., between cafeteria and
library
n Monday, May 5 - Make-up day for MWF

and MW classes missed due to winter weather
n Tuesday, May 6 - Make-up day for TR

classes missed due to winter weather
n Wednesday, May 7 - Saturday, May 10 -

Final exams; cram snacks delivered to dorms
n Monday, May 12 - Registration for sum-

mer classes begins
n Wednesday, May 14 - Graduation, 10

a.m., Forrest County Multi Purpose Center,
Hattiesburg
n Monday, May 19 - Night classes begin
n Friday, May 23 - Last day to register for

summer classes
n Monday, May 26 - Memorial Day holiday

- night classes meet
n Tuesday, May 27 - First-term day classes

begin
n Monday, June 2 - Monday, June 23 -

Registration for second-term classes
n Tuesday, June 24 - Final exams for first-

term classes
n Thursday, June 26 - Second-term day

classes begin
n Thursday and Friday, July 3 and 4 -

Independence Day Holiday - Thursday night
classes meet 
n Monday, July 21 - Thursday, July 24 -

Night class final exams
n Thursday, July 24 - Second term day class

final exams

Calendar of events

Black History Month
Above photo, PRCC
President William Lewis
chats with Hattiesburg High
School principal Jermaine
Brown,  who was the
keynote speaker for the
Black History Month
Observance at the Forrest
County Center in February.
Below, Brown answers
questions from the au-
diernce of faculty and stu-
dents.
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Talent Show winners

Jacob Moeller of Picayune won the
annual PRCC Talent Show, receiving
a $500 scholarship. 
Moeller (above left) played guitar and
sang the John Mayer song “Slow
Dancing in a Burning Room.”
Second place went to Christiana
Whitley (left) of Hattiesburg for her
rendition of “The Elements Song.
Markeyesia Harness (above) of Biloxi
took third place with an original
poem, “Bittersweet Heartbreak.”
Whitley and Harness received a por-
tion of the $1 admission charge as
their prizes.
Eight contestants competed in the
show, held in Crosby Cafeteria and
sponsored by the SGA.
Judges were women’s soccer coach
Jack Byrd, Development Foundation
accountant Shana Breerwood and
soccer graduate assistant Micajah
Holland.

PRCC Public Relations photo

Above, W.C. Rivers, the Pearl River Community College Wildcat mascot, tries to flirt with
Hancock High School students during Spring Fest at the PRCC Hancock Center recently
in Waveland. Below, high school students from Hancock County enjoyed hamburgers
fresh off the grill during the Spring Fest recruitment day. PRCC Public Relations photos

WAVELAND - Pearl River Community
College opened the doors to its Hancock Center
Tuesday, March 18, for high school students at-
tending the Spring Fest recruitment event.

PRCC gave the students tours of the center, a
grilled hamburger lunch and entertainment by
Cats Wild drum line and the PRCC cheerlead-
ers.

“We want to take this day to showcase the
great opportunities offered not only at Pearl
River, but at the Hancock Center,” said Casey
Rawls, director of recruitment and orientation.
“They see it’s a real college here.”

Several of the Hancock High students at
Spring Fest plan to attend PRCC, either in
Poplarville or at the Forrest County Center.

“I applied for the one in Poplarville,” said
Brandon Steiner. “I’m going into drafting.”

Others haven’t decided and used Spring Fest
as a fact-finding opportunity.

“I’m still checking my options,” said Jessie
Redler.

The day marks the third annual Spring Fest
and the event has grown each year, said
Raymunda Barnes, assistant PRCC vice presi-
dent for the Hancock Center.

Hancock Center holds recruiting day

Left photo, Raymunda Barnes,
assistant vice president for the
Hancock Center, tells
Hancock High students about
the computers in the Hancock
Center library during Spring
Fest recruitment day Above
photo, Cats Wild, the PRCC
competition drum line, per-
formed.

BY SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

Have you ever had that feeling of doom that
comes out of nowhere? A feeling of overwhelm-
ing anxiety and fear? 

You may have experienced a panic attack. 
Panic attacks affect  millions of Americans

every year and occur twice as often in women as
men. These attacks usually begin in the late
teenage years to early adulthood and may occur
once or multiple times. 

During my time in our Health Services Clinic,
I have seen many freshmen students come in ex-
periencing their first (and many their only)
panic attack.

Left untreated, panic attacks can lead to panic
disorder and other problems. 

They may even cause you to withdraw from
normal activities. But panic attacks can be cured
and the sooner you seek help, the better. They
are characterized by fear of disaster or losing
control even when there is no real danger pres-
ent. 

It is unknown why some people experience
panic attacks and other don’t. At one time, re-
searchers believed panic disorder was due pri-
marily to psychological problems. 

Experts now believe that genetic factors or
changes in body chemistry, in combination with
stressful circumstances or events, play a pivotal
role.

Although the exact causes of panic attacks
and panic disorder are unclear, the tendency to

have panic attacks runs in families. There also
appears to be a connection with major life tran-
sitions such as graduating from college and en-
tering the workplace, getting married, and hav-
ing a baby. 

Severe stress, such as the death of a loved one,
divorce, or job loss can trigger a panic attack.

Some common signs of a panic attack may in-
clude a pounding or racing heart, sweating,
breathing problems, weakness or dizziness,
feeling hot or a cold chill, tingly or numb hands,
chest pain, or stomach pain, nausea,  a feeling of
choking, feelings of unreality or being detached
from yourself, fear of going crazy or dying, or
trembling/shaking.

Symptoms usually peak after about 10-20
minutes but some may last much longer.

During my years working in the emergency
room I remember patients that presented to the
ER believing they were having a heart attack.
Many were, but some would turn out to be hav-
ing a panic attack. 

You should see your healthcare provider if
you have symptoms of a panic attack to be sure
there isn’t another physical problem or medical
condition causing the symptoms. Panic attacks
are treatable.

This article is intended for informational pur-
poses only. Please see your doctor if you have
any of the above symptoms or risk factors.  
n Health Services is open Monday-Friday

from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. during fall and spring se-
mesters. Call 403-1303 for health informa-
tion. 

Panic attacks common
among even students

By CANDACE HARPER
Coordinator of Alumni Affairs

We believe all students should have access
to a quality education.

That is why PRCC’s Pearl River County
Alumni Association is teaming up with com-
munity members in Pearl River County to ini-
tiate the “Your change can make a change”
scholarship campaign for Pearl River County
students.

Our goal is to have 260 residents of Pearl
River County pledge only $25 toward scholar-
ship support for students in Pearl River
County.

All proceeds provide scholarships to stu-
dents in need through the Pearl River County
Alumni Chapter scholarship.

Make your pledge of $25 by calling 601-
403-1193 with your Visa, MasterCard or
American Express or mail your tax deductible
pledge to the PRCC Foundation, Memo:
Change Campaign, P.O. Box 5389,
Poplarville, MS 39470.

When you make a donation, make sure to

mention it on Facebook and Twitter with
#makeachange! 
n On Saturday, April 26, we will be hosting

the “Little Black Dress” charity luncheon at
the president’s home of Dr. & Mrs. William
Lewis from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to raise money
for the PRCC Development Foundation
Student Needs Fund.

In the past few years, we have seen a need to
assist students with basic necessities such as
winter coats, shoes, food, clothing, and more.

All proceeds will benefit this great cause. If
you would like to attend the Little Black Dress
Charity Luncheon,  call 601-403-1193 to pur-
chase your ticket by Visa, MasterCard or
American Express.

Tickets are a $50 tax-deductible donation.
You may also mail your check payable to the
PRCC Little Black Dress to P.O. Box 5389,
Poplarville, MS 39470.

Limited availability, so RSVP to
charper@prcc.edu. Please consider helping
our efforts to ensure our students have the ne-
cessities they need to reach their educational
goals here at PRCC.

‘Your change can make change’
benefit for PRCC students 

Alyssa Smith throws out one of the
first pitches March 22 at the PRCC
Cancer Awareness Day softball
games. She is the daughter of
Diane and Daniel Smith, left, PRCC
truck driving instructor who is a can-
cer survivor. With them are cosme-
tology student Jennifer Tatman of
Picayune, a survivor of Hodgkin’s
lymphoma, and softball coach Leigh
White who was diagnosed in 2013
with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Proceeds
from Fight for White t-shirts and bar-
beque plates sold at the double-
header against Co-Lin went to the
PRCC Employee Cancer Fund.
Photo by Mitch Deaver.

Cancer
Awareness Day

The Wellness Center held a silent
auction in February  to raise
money for the PRCC Employee
Cancer Fund.  The merchandise
included PRCC bookstore items,
hand-painted note cards,  watch-
es, jewelry  and gift baskets. More
than $1,500 was raised.
Donna Warden (above) of the
Wellness Center makes a bid. 

Silent Auction
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DON’T BLINK
...you might miss a
     golden opportunity.

        #CloserLookUSM

   Take a closer look at Southern Miss. 
        You’ll find we are more 
               than meets the eye.

BRANDON HERSEY, a Hattiesburg native and University of 

Southern Mississippi student, was awarded a Truman Scholarship, 

the nation’s most prestigious honor for a college junior. Brandon is 

in exclusive company–one. He was the only student from 

a Mississippi university to win the award in 2013.

 

As Brandon bursts through the doors of his future, 

he’ll be proof that the knowledge of how to change 

the world can be learned at home. He’ll be 

evidence that the greatest opportunities are 

often right in front of you.
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Phi Theta Kappa induction 

The Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa international honor society at Pearl
River Community College inducted new members on Monday, Feb. 24.
They include, Sydney Mathis, Bridget Orr, Victoria Hines and Regan Smith,
all of Poplarville; Joelle Ladner of Lumberton, Kayla Hemby of Brandon,
Haley Smith of Poplarville, Katie Terry of Columbia, Leslie Arrington of
Waynesboro,  Tayla Ducre of Poplarville; second row, Ali Ellis of Clinton,

Haley Weaver and Howard Weaver Jr., both of Bay St. Louis; Katelyn
Briggs, Madelyn Werner and Emily Fleming, all of Carriere; Hayley
McClendon of Sandy Hook, Bailee Brewer of Bay St. Louis, Brittany Smith
of Poplarville, Desiniqua Collins of Columbia, Jordan Ford of Purvis; third
row, Demetrius McLin and Antron Watts, both of Columbia; Hunter Nelson
of Purvis, Caridae Pittman of Picayune and Meagan Pearrow of Lumberton.

PRCC students inducted into the Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa in-
ternational honor society on Feb. 24, include from left; Front row - Casey
Johnson of Picayune, Victoria Quave of Carriere, Jessalyn Bisesi of
McNeill, Elizabeth Easley of Carriere, Hannah Brock of Sumrall, Kaitlin
Cooper of Picayune, Kaycee Hill of Petal, Jamie Davis of Wiggins,

Rebekah Broom of Columbia, Miranda Mardis of Lucedale; standing,
David Failla and Levi Herrin, both of Picayune; Joshua Matthews of Pass
Christian, Raygan Necaise of Kiln, James Miller of Sumrall, Colton
Penton and Maria Adcock, both of Picayune; Shay Sattler of Purvis, Allie
Stockstill of Kiln and Anna Adorno of Picayune. Advisor is Stephanie Lee.

Pearl River Community
College film production stu-
dents have wrapped the produc-
tion phase of a two-hour docu-
mentary.

The documentary, “The Road
Less Traveled,” premieres May
3 in the Ethel Holden
Brownstone Center for the Arts
on the PRCC campus. 

The documentary examines
the lives of six south
Mississippians who are en-
gaged in unusual hobbies or oc-
cupations.

The six are Kenny Russell of
Hillsdale, Vaughn Wilson of
Petal, Dr. Benny Hornsby and
Dr. Rosemary Woullard of
Hattiesburg, Scott Wilson of
Laurel, and Frank Ladner of
Poplarville.

The film production class has
been working on the principal
photography phase of the film
for almost two years, beginning
in the spring of 2012.

“We have edited as we
filmed,” said Ronn Hague, the
director and class instructor.
“We have some color grading
to complete and a few odds and
ends to tie up, but we’re right
on schedule.”

The film’s music score is
being written by PRCC alum-
nus and Poplarville native
Shane Wesley, who attended
PRCC as a music major and
graduated from USM where he
studied jazz music.

The crew was made up of
PRCC film production students
who handled camera, sound,
and lighting for the film. This is
all part of the hands-on ap-
proach the class takes to teach
the students the finer points of
working on an professional
film set.

Tickets to the documentary
will be available on brown-
bagtickets.com for $5, starting
April 1. (PRCC students can
purchase tickets for $2 from
Public Relations or the PRCC
Development Foundation.)

The film class also produces
short films designed to discover
at-risk children for the college’s
Healthy People Now! program.

Executive Producer Lindsay
Loustalot began the program in
response to Hurricane Katrina-
related post-traumatic stress in
children in 2008. 

The program was funded by
a Lower Pearl River Valley
Foundation grant.

Film wraps
documentary
photography
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Legislators voice support for community colleges

JACKSON - In remarks to students, faculty
and other supporters of the 15 community col-
leges gathered at the Capitol Rotunda on Feb.
25, key legislators voiced support for the col-
leges and their efforts to achieve Mid-Level
funding.

Rep. Nolan Mettetal, R-Sardis, chairman of
the House Universities and Colleges Committee
and Appropriations Committee, is a graduate of
Northwest Community College. 

“I will tell you up front I’m one who supports
Mid-Level funding. It certainly will allow you
the opportunity to provide a greater opportunity
for our citizens in Mississippi,” Mettetal said. 

“Thank you so much for training and educat-
ing almost a quarter of a million students annu-
ally. It’s amazing how you have established
yourself as the greatest value in higher educa-
tion in Mississippi,” he said.

The Mississippi Faculty Association for
Community and Junior Colleges (MFACJC)
sponsored the annual event.

Organizing the event was Doug Donohue,
president of the Mississippi Faculty Association
for Community and Junior Colleges, which
hosts the annual Capitol Day event. 

Donohue is an instructor at Pearl River
Community College’s Forrest County Center. 

“We are 15 colleges, speaking with one voice
for our students,” Donahue said. “The quality of
our programs, the affordability of a college edu-
cation and the stability of a highly credentialed
faculty workforce depend upon equitable fund-
ing for community colleges. Our students de-
serve the same support the Legislature provides
for K-12 and public universities.”

In 2007 legislators promised to fund the col-
leges at the Mid-Level point - per-student fund-
ing halfway between K-12 education and the re-
gional public universities - but the community
colleges are only getting 52 percent of the
promised funds. The colleges are seeking to re-
gain the ground they lost since the legislation
was passed. It will take $86.6 million to make it
half-way to the Mid-Level target.

With 64 percent of all freshmen as their stu-
dents, Mississippi’s 15 community colleges
play a key role in our state’s higher education
system that leads to a more educated populace
and a trained workforce.

“We have a diverse student body in the com-
munity college system and that’s what it’s all
about - and that’s what it takes to make
Mississippi prosper,” said Sen. John Polk, R-
Hattiesburg, chairman of the Senate
Universities and Colleges Committee. 

Mid-Level Funding mandates per-student
funding for community colleges that is midway
between per-student funding for K-12 students
and regional public university students. Using
data from FY 2012, the regional public univer-
sities were funded at $6,125 per student and
public schools were funded at $4,828 per stu-
dent. Accordingly, community colleges should
have been funded at $5,476 per student, but in-
stead received only $3,075 per student.

Johnny Allen, vice president of the
Mississippi Association of Community and
Junior Colleges and president of Northeast
Community College, said the money is there
this year for the legislators to appropriate
money toward Mid-Level funding.

“We want to make sure we have the means to
support our students with quality faculty not
only today but in the future, to provide access to
quality higher education through the lowest pos-
sible tuition costs and the means to employ
modern technology to make sure we have the
tools to do the teaching job,” Allen said. “We
believe that the means are there. We are calling
on the members of the Legislature to make sure
we preserve one of the most outstanding aspects
of public education.”

The community colleges enroll more than
75,000 students, including 54 percent of all un-
dergraduates and nearly half of all students tak-
ing a credit course.

“Mid-Level Funding is a means to keep tu-
ition affordable, to recruit and retain quality fac-
ulty, and prepare more students for work. It is
also simple fairness,” said Dr. Eric Clark, exec-
utive director of the Mississippi Community
College Board.

The faculty associations join college presi-
dents, students, alumni and trustees in asking
legislators to support more funding for commu-
nity colleges. Since Fiscal Year 2000, communi-
ty college enrollment has grown 44.7 percent
while state support per student has declined by
16.8 percent.

Mid-level funding hot topic

State Sen. Joey Fillingane (right) recognized members of the PRCC family during the leg-
islative session when faculty and students visited the Capitol on Feb. 25 for Community
College Day. Pictured from left are instructor Doug Donohue and students Matt Steen of
Hattiesburg, John Craig of the Gulf Coast, Shamiraca Williams of Oak Grove, Brooke
Buras of Sumrall and Alex Howarth of Columbia. 

By TONIA MOODY
ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator

It is spring time and this seems to be
a great time for new beginnings.  

Some of you may be completing
your time at The River and preparing
to transfer to a university or college,
while others of you may be headed
out into the workforce and still others
are continuing their education at
PRCC. 

If you are a current student, remem-
ber the importance of registering for
fall classes early.  

If you are graduating from PRCC
and you haven’t applied for gradua-
tion, do so now. 

Regardless of the path you may be
taking, beware changes will occur.
Change can be wonderful. Change
can be scary.  But change, more than
anything, is inevitable. 

The strange thing about change is
that we want it as much as we fear it
and we need it as much as we need
safety.

The good news, it doesn’t matter

whether you like change or not,
whether you embrace change or run
in the opposite direction, change will
happen. 

Not only will change take place, it
is taking place all the time, with and
without your participation, from the
tiny (seemingly insignificant) prob-
lems, such as my favorite eye shadow
being discontinued to the elephant-
sized problems such as death, divorce,
or disability.

The only choice we have in dealing
with change is our attitude towards it.
Change is as inevitable as rain in the
spring. 

Some of us will put on our raincoats
and splash forward, some of us
choose to stay home and grumble
about the rain, a few will splash in the
puddles and sing in the rain, and some
people go out and get deeply, resent-
fully, and miserably wet - and will let
everyone know just how miserable
they are from the rain.  But no matter
what we think about it, the rain con-
tinues to falls. 

It seems when we get too comfort-

able, whether in school or in our ca-
reers, change seems to be more diffi-
cult. We are happy and content with
our routine and we want things to stay
just like they are now. 

When change comes, it is like life
closing one door forcing us to move
forward. That is a good thing, because
oftentimes we would not
change unless our circum-
stances force us to.  

When we go along with
change, instead of resist-
ing it, we will grow in
ways we never dreamed
possible. Just remember,
everything in life is tem-
porary.

Every time it rains, it
stops raining. Every time
we get hurt, we heal.
After darkness there is al-
ways light - nothing lasts forever.  

If things are good right now, enjoy
it. It probably won’t last forever.  If
things are bad, don’t worry because it
won’t last forever either. 

True strength comes when we have

so much to cry and complain about,
but we choose to smile and appreciate
life. 

There are hidden blessings in every
struggle we face; however, we must
keep our heart and mind open to see
them. 

Just remember life is a long term
journey, not a sprint. We
should expect the best, but
plan for the worst. Yes,
this may sound cynical,
but it is true. 

If you are prepared to
adjust to unexpected
events life throws at you,
then you will embrace
them gracefully rather
than avoid them. You may
not end up exactly where
you intended to go, but

you will arrive precisely
where you need to be. 

What’s meant to be will eventually
BE. The best thing you can do is to
keep going. 

When you fall, don’t be afraid to
get back up, to try again, to love

again, to live again and to dream
again.  Don’t let heartbreaks harden
you heart.  

We often learn our best lessons
from the worst times and our biggest
mistakes. There may be times where it
seems like everything that could pos-
sibly go wrong is going wrong.  You
may feel like you will be stuck in a rut
forever, but don’t give up, sometimes
we have to go through the worst to ar-
rive at our best. 

The best way to make it through a
major change or a challenging situa-
tion is to find something to laugh at
every day. Find the courage to be dif-
ferent, yet beautiful. 

Make it a priority to make others
around you smile. Be truthful. Work
diligently. And if you fall short, keep
going and keep growing.  

Here is a daily prescription to live a
well balanced life, a daily TO-DO list: 

1. Think Positive 2. Eat Healthy 3.
Exercise Daily 4. Worry Less 5. Work
Hard 6. Laugh Often 7. Do
Something For Someone Else and 8.
Sleep well.

Moody

Change can be a good thing in you life

State Reps. Mark Formby (left) of Picayune and Herb Frierson (right) of Poplarville visited
with PRCC students, from left, Desmond Edmonson of Hattiesburg, Breanna Peters of
Madison and Shelby Stiglets of Hattiesburg during Capitol Day in Jackson on Feb. 25. 

State Sen. John Polk (center) visited with PRCC students John Craig (front), Matt Steen,
(back, from left) Shay Williams, Brooke Buras and Alex Howarth, and  PRCC instructor
Doug Donohue during Capitol Day in Jackson.

PRCC instructor Doug Donohue (center), president of the Mississippi Faculty Association
for Community and Junior Colleges, which hosts the annual Capitol Day event, address-
es the media during a news conference in the Capitol. Donohue is an instructor at the
Forrest County Center. 

House Bill 424, known as the Mississippi
Promise Community College Tuition Gap Pilot
Program, died in committee on March 4 after
being referred to the Senate Universities and
Colleges Committee and the Senate
Appropriations Committee.

HB 424 would have made tuition free at all 15
Mississippi community colleges for students
who graduated from high school within 12
months of enrolling in college. To qualify for
free tuition under the language in the proposed
bill, students would also have had to be first-
time, full-time students. 

Once admitted students needed to maintain a
2.5 GPA while taking a minimum of 15 credit
hours each semester to continue to have their tu-
ition covered by the state.

The proposed law would have meant
Mississippi would only pick up the tuition costs
after all other federal, state and institutional aid
sources have been tapped. 

As a result, lawmakers estimated the annual
cost to be less than $4.5 million per year for the

75,000-student state community college system.
Authored by State Rep. Jerry R. Turner, R-

Baldwyn, the bill cited the “cost of higher edu-
cation” and the “growing financial burden of
both out-of-pocket expenses and loans to be re-
paid, that are being placed on current and future
students” as Turner’s motivation for offering the
bill.

Budget cuts afflicted Mississippi higher edu-
cation during the recession as well. But as the
economy recovered, Mississippi lawmakers did
take steps to beef up education funding across
the board.

For the state’s community colleges, the push
for the program outlined in HB 424 isn’t over.
There is an expectation that the bill will see an-
other push next year.

Six of Mississippi’s 15 community colleges
already offer some form of tuition assistance,
meaning that after students have applied for fi-
nancial aid from federal, state and other sources,
county or private sector funding assistance sub-
sidizes the remainder of the tuition cost.

Tuition bill dies in committee
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Students who were selected for the Community College All-State Band are, seated from
left, Deven Ciruti of Slidell, La.; Ali Catoire of Carriere, Amanda McKeny and Kimberly
Arnold, both of d’Iberville; standing, Dylan Littlefield of Lucedale, Reese Gill of
Diamondhead, Garrett Bourgeois of Bay St. Louis, Eusebio Medina of Oak Grove, Chris
Fletcher of Columbia and Michael Thrash of Poplarville. They attended a three-day clinic
at the University of Southern Mississippi and performed in concert on Feb. 8.

All-State band members

PRCC Singers 

Above, Leslie McCurdy
met with several people
following her performance
of The Spirit of Harriet
Tubman on Feb. 26, an
Honors Institute Lecture in
the Brownstone Center.
With her are, from left,
PRCC President William
Lewis, Dr. Stephen Black,
Honors Institute director;
Honors Institute students
Lane Ramshur of
Columbia, Rachel Fowler
of Purvis, Chelsea Gascho
and Luke Lawson, both of
Picayune; and Clyde
Dease, president of the
Lower Pearl River Valley
Foundation which spon-
sored the performance.
Right, Leslie McCurdy
took time to sign ticket
stubs after her perform-
ance of The Spirit of
Harriet Tubman. 

Spirit of Harriet Tubman

Michael Bass conducts the Symphonic Band.

PRCC band clinic

Left photo, Amanda McKeny of D’Iberville on alto
saxophone and Garrett Bourgeois of Bay St. Louis
on trombone take the lead on one of the JazzCats
numbers. Above, the JazzCats’ rhythm section in-
cludes Jeffrey James of Lumberton on guitar,
Robert Perry of Petal on drums and Reese
Stephens of Purvis on bass. Below, Chris Fletcher
of Columbia and Kristy Noble of Gulfport play dur-
ing the JazzCats’ performance.

Archie Rawls leads the JazzCats. The saxophone section includes, from left, Eusebio
Medina of Oak Grove and Lauren Gentry of Florence on tenor and Kimberly Arnold of
D’Iberville on alto.

Dr. Kyle Hill conducts the Symphonic Band during a concert for students attending the
PRCC Band Clinic.

The PRCC Singers perform March 6 in the Brownstone Center for the Arts during the
Southern Chorale Collaborative Tour.

Right photo, Members of Cats Wild are,
front row from left, Nathan McKenzie of
Columbia, Reese Stephens of Purvis,
Robert Wilkins of Carriere, Daniel Greenlee
of Carriere, Jesse Bourgeios of Bay St.
Louis, Rachel Pierce of Columbia, Mallory
Cumberland of Picayune; second row,
Johnathon Mobley of Columbia, Colby
Parker of Picayune, Anthony Pendergast of
Bay St. Louis, Julian Ducksworth of Laurel,
Robery Perry of Petal, Michael Sapen of
Columbia, Brandon Bourgeois of Bay St.
Louis; third row, Rhett Unbehagen of
Carriere, Jay Selman of Gulfport, Justus
Rainey of Diamondhead and Auston Torres
of Kiln.

Indoor drum line debuts
Cats Wild indoor drum line debuted this semester

and will compete in three contests before the end of
the year.

The ensemble competes in WGI (Winter Guard
International) Sport of the Arts.

“WGI sponosors contests throughout the spring
semester in gymnasiums for indoor color guards
and indoor drum lines,” said Dr. Kyle Hill, PRCC
director of bands. “It’s to give marching people
something to do.”

Cats Wild must follow specific guidelines in put-
ting together and performing the shows, he said. 

Holmes Community College also competes in
the same circuit, which includes high schools.

Plans include forming an indoor color guard
as well.

“We’re trying to get there but I can only af-
ford and time manage one group at a time to
start,” Hill said.
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Instrumentation technology students wear red on Fridays to show their support for American
troops. Pictured are, first row from left, Dustin Tims of Purvis, Ricky Smith of Rockhill, in-
structor Ellie Ratliff, Kurt Pittman of Angie, La., William Rouse of Hattiesburg; second row,
Nathan Rawls of Petal, Colby Sellers of Purvis, Brandon Bell of Columbia, Jarrod Boren of
Purvis, Devon Roberts of Hattiesburg; back row, Andy Beets of Columbia, Conner Hodge of
Poplarville, Connor Ball of Picayune, Tye Whitfield of Columbia, Ryan Kennedy of
Picayune, Michael Toomer of Poplarville and Bryan Fairley of Lumberton.

Tech students support troops

Pictured are the winners from the Collegiate DECA State Conference. They are from left:
Josh Carlan of Picayune, first place, sports & entertainment marketing; Jennifer Quinn of
Tylertown, third place, sales manager meeting; Dion Williams of Lumberton, participant;
Taylor Walker of  Picayune, and Brooke Fulcher of Picayune, first place, business ethics
and first place, project management; and Samantha Knight of Poplarville, participant.

The PRCC Collegiate DECA team brought
home three first-place awards from the State
Career Development Conference convention
held Feb. 27-28 in Gulfport.

First place winners were Josh Carlan of
Picayune and Trevor Ladner of Kiln, sports
and entertainment marketing; Taylor Walker of
Carriere and Brooke Fulcher of Picayune,
business ethics; and Fulcher, project manage-
ment.

Jennifer Quinn of Tylertown placed third in
sales manager meeting.

The PRCC chapter also was recognized for
its newsletter.

Winners will advance to national competi-
tion April 22-27 in Washington, D.C.

Collegiate DECA is a national student or-
ganization dedicated to enhancing the skills of
emerging leaders and entrepreneurs for careers
in marketing, finance, and management. The
organization has been providing valuable
knowledge and student connections to the
business world for over 50 years.

Marketing and management instructor
Delana Harris is DECA advisor.

“PRCC has a long history of successfully
having students receive high marks in their
competitive events and this year was no excep-
tion to that tradition,” said Harris.

If any student is interested in joining
Collegiate DECA, email or call Harris at 601-
403-1118 or at dharris@prcc.edu. 

DECA team makes 
fine showing in state

COMBO PLATES
#1. Burrito....................$6.49
12” Flour Tortilla, Seasoned Rice, 
Shredded Cheese, Meat, Refried 
or Black Beans, Salsa

#2. Three Tacos.............$5.99
Crispy Corn or Flour Tortilla, Meat,
Shredded Cheese, Shredded Lettuce,
Diced Tomato, Sour Cream

#3. Four Tamales...$5.49
Warm Seasoned Meat in Corn Masa,
Wrapped in Corn Husk

#4. Quesadilla...............$5.49
Flour Tortilla filled with Melted Cheese,
Meat, & Toppings

#5. Tacos & Tamales......$5.99
2 Tacos (Crispy Corn or Flour Tortilla)
2 Tamales

#6. Quesadilla & Tacos..$6.99
Quesadilla
2 Tacos

Side Options:
Chips & Salsa, Chips & Queso, Rice & Beans (Black or Refried)

Meat Options:
Seasoned Beef, Chicken Carnitas, Shredded Beef,
Grilled Steak, Pork Carnitas

Includes Choice of 2 Sides,
Choice of Meat, 
& 20 oz. Fountain Drink

799 Hwy. 11 South
(Corner of Hwy 11 S & Hwy 26)

Poplarville, MS  39470
601-795-6611

Brand

NOW
FEATURING

Above, Pearl River Community
College electrical technology in-
structor James Elbers demon-
strates how various common items
conduct electricty for students from
Prentiss, Forrest County
Agricultural, Poplarville,
Hattiesburg, Marion County,
Picayune and Hancock County
high schools. More than 500 stu-
dents attended the PRCC Student
Career-Technical Conference on
Thursday, Feb. 27. Left, Columbia
High student Arlene Tatum gets
her hairdo touched up by PRCC
cosmetology student Marleni
Johnson, also of Columbia. PRCC
Public Relations photos

Career-Tech tours on campus

POPLARVILLE - More than 500 high
school students previewed Pearl River
Community College’s career-technical pro-
grams Thursday, Feb. 27.

The students, many of them enrolled in ca-
reer, technical or allied health programs in high
school, picked three programs to visit during
the conference - machine shop, construction,
electrical, heating and air conditioning, utility
lineman, heavy equipment, truck driving, early
childhood education, cosmetology, barbering,
instrumentation, electronics, business office

systems, health-care data, health information,
criminology, marketing and management,
drafting, computer networking, allied health
and practical nursing.

Participating school districts were
Bay/Waveland, Forrest County, Forrest
County Agricultural High School, Hancock
County, Hattiesburg, Jefferson Davis, Laurel,
Marion County, Pearl River Central, Petal,
Picayune and Poplarville.

After the tours, the high school students en-
joyed a pizza lunch at Dobie Holden Stadium.

High school students tour
career-tech programs

Student mason Zac Quesinberry, left, and helper Brodey
Harrell build a brick column during regional Skills USA ma-
sonry competition at PRCC. They attend Lamar County
Center for Technical Education and placed first, qualifing
for state competition.

Blake Ladner of Hancock County Vo-Tech Center cuts the
metal for an aircondtioner plenum during regional Skills
USA sheet metal competition. He placed first and ad-
vances to state competition.

Students advance in Skills
USA high school competition

High school students from
throughout South Mississippi
came to Pearl River Commun-
ity College Feb. 13, for Skills
USA Region 5 competition.

Winners of the regional
competition advanced to state
competition on Feb. 25 and 26
in Jackson.

Winners of each category
and their schools are as fol-
lows:

Automotive service technology - Larry
Gillespie, Jackson County Technology
Center, first; Brian Ko, Pascagoula Applied
Technology Center, second.

Carpentry - Scott Hall, Harrison County
Vo-Tech Center, first; William Miller, Pasca-
goula Applied Technology Center, second.

Architectural drafting - Dalton Holston,
Harrison County Vo-Tech, first; Beau King,
Hancock County Vo-Tech Center; second.

Cabinet making - Brant Dedon, Harrison
County Vo-Tech, first; Jaron Hollis, Marion
County Carl Loftin Career Center, second.

Electronics technology - Todd Martin,
Petal High School, first.

Extemporaneous speaking - Scottie Byrd,
first, and Eliza Olson.

Job demonstration A - Ariel Johnson,
Greene County Vo Tech Center, first;
Thomas Byrd, second.

Job demonstration open - Issac Breeland,
first, and Bailey Hammonds, second.
Job interview - Cameron Collett, Petal

High School, first; Megan Nunez, second,
and Hallie Maloy, third, Pearl River
Central High School.

Masonry - Zachary Quesinberry and
helper Brodey Harrell, Lamar County
Center for Technical Education, first; Joseph
Gollott and Michael Browning, Jackson
County Technology Center.

Precision machining - Lindsey

McDaniel, Lamar County Center for
Technical Education, first.

Prepared speech - Nathan Reed, Greene
County Vo Tech Center, first.

Quiz Bowl - Taylor Cabrera, Kahlin
Frontera-Ocasio, Ziyi Jiang, Sydney Sanford
and Erin Schlicht, Biloxi High School
Career Tech Center, first.

Related technical math - Dylan Spencer,
Jackson County Technology Center, first.

Residential wiring - Jamie Bullock,
Lamar County Center for Technical
Education, first.
Sheet metal - Blake Ladner, Hancock C
ounty Vo-Tech Center, first; Logan Keith,
Lamar County Center for Technical
Education, second.

Technical drafting - Trey Daughdrill,
Forrest County Agricultural High School,
first.

Welding - David Miller, Greene County
Vo Tech, first; Derek Baxter, George County
High School, second; Dalton Harvey, Lamar
County Center for Technical Education,
third.

Welding fabrication - Tristian
Blankinchip, Ty Dearman and Bryan Green,
Greene County Vo Tech, first; Jonah Clark,
Walker Miniard and Seth Williams, George
County High School, second; Dylan Cook,
Jack Hammack and Colby Wyble, Harrison
County Vo-Tech, third.
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Staff profile

NAME: Laura Chisolm

FAMILY: Married to Ray Chisolm
(17 years), four sons, Tyler, 14; Justin,
13; Caleb, 8; Jacob, 23 months; and
one daughter, Anna Grace, age 3.

RESIDENCE: Poplarville

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:
Bayou Academy 1992, AAS from
Mississippi Delta Community
College, 1996; B.S. Mississippi State
University

POSITION AT PRCC: Accounts Payable/Receivable
Specialist

FAVORITE BOOK: Bible

FAVORITE FOOD: Italian

FAVORITE MOVIE: Disney Cars (I enjoy watching
movies with my children)

FAVORITE MUSIC: Praise and Worship

FAVORITE VACATION TRIP: Beach

WHAT THREE WEBSITES DO YOU VISIT EVERY-
DAY? Weather

WHAT DON’T WE KNOW ABOUT YOU THAT
WOULD SURPRISE US? I like to write music.

WORDS OF WISDOM: Always treat others the way you
want to be treated.

Chisolm
By MATT LEE

The Drawl Staff Writer

God influences us by having a relation-
ship with him. By relationship I mean ac-
cepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and
Savior. 

Influence is the capacity or power of
persons or things to be a compelling force
on or produce effects on the actions, be-
havior, opinions, etc. of others. God uses
us to show His influence to others around
us. 

It states in the Holy Bible in Philippians
2:15-16 that, “God speaks the light of
Jesus into our hearts, and His light shines
so powerfully through us that we are like
stars in the universe that point the whole
human race toward real life.”

How are you using your influence to
shine for Christ? I know two movies that
are shining their light for Christ. One
came out in theaters on Feb. 28 called

“Son of God,” which talks
about the larger than life story
about the New Testament.

It features powerful perform-
ances by portraying Jesus’ life
from his birth, teachings, cruci-
fixion, and the ultimate resur-
rection. It also marks the first
movie about Jesus’ life since
“Passion of the Christ” which
was released 10 years ago.

Another moving movie
called, “God’s Not Dead” came
out in theaters on March 21. 

For theater listings, go to www.godsnot-
deadthemovie.com/theaters. 

From there you can find your home-
town or the nearest town near campus to
go see the movie. It also gives you the op-
tion of purchasing the tickets from the
site.

“God’s Not Dead” talks about a college
freshman and a devoted Christian, Josh

Wheaton (Shane Harper), who
finds out that his professor
Radisson (Kevin Sorbo) be-
lieves that God is dead and chal-
lenges Wheaton’s faith on the
first day of Philosophy class.

The cast includes Harper,
who appeared in “High School
Musical 2” and a Nickelodeon
film “Dance on Sunset.” Sorbo
is better known from the
Hercules movie. He also ap-

peared in “Baywatch,” “Soul
Surfer” (2011), “Christmas Angel”
(2012), and several others.

There will also be special appearances
by Newsboys, who sing the song “God’s
Not Dead (Like a Lion)” and Duck
Dynasty’s Willie and Korie Robertson. Go
see these movies. They both will be life
changing and shine your light for Jesus.
n Matt Lee is a sophomore student

from Carnes.     

Lee

Influence by shining your light

By TRACEY ROGERS
The Drawl Staff Writer

Nick Smith is a classmate of mine
from Bogalusa, La. He graduated from
Bowling Green High School in
Franklinton, La.

Now, he is in the nursing program at
Pearl River Community College. Nick is
the youth minister at Westside
Emmanuel Baptist Church in
Bogalusa. He said his No. 1
goal is to let God use him to
further His kingdom any way
possible whether it’s at Pearl
River Community College, on
mission trips, in the youth
ministry, or with his future pa-
tients. He also said God is
everything, the air he breathes,
the words he tries to speak, his
Savior and his Peace when his
world gets crazy.

Nick’s favorite book is Love
& Respect by Emerson Eggrichs. It is a
marriage counseling book he read so that

one day he’ll be a good husband and a
Godly one as well. 

Nick said, and I quote, “I try my best
not to make human beings my role model
simply because people will let you down;
all people have faults, which is why I
strive to make Jesus Christ my one and
only hero. However, I do like Tim
Tebow, who’s pretty great regardless of
his passing stats.”

Nick’s favorite book in The
Bible is Job, simply because
Job was tempted in every way
possible and lost all he had,
but through it, he never turned
his back from God. 

Tenth Avenue North is his
favorite band, and his favorite
Bible verse is 1 Corinthians
1:18: “For the preaching of the
cross is to them that perish
foolishness; but unto us which
are saved it is the Power of

God.” 
Nick is an amazing friend and

Christian. Have a Blessed Day. Remember

Philippians 4:13; “I can do all things
through Christ, who strengthen me.”
n Tracey Rogers is a freshman stu-

dent from Picayune.

Rogers

PRCC student Nick Smith

This classmate a true friend

The art work of a Picayune
woman is on display at Pearl
River Community College
through April 3.

The French Connection ex-
hibit of paintings and photogra-
phy by Sandra Bowering
Booker is in the Moody Hall
Gallery and is open from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Much of the work is the re-
sult of an October 2013 trip to
Paris to study with Starkville
native Paul Jackson, known as
The Wandering Watercolorist.

Booker spent what she called
37 “interesting” years as a cer-
tified quality, environmental,
safety and health professional
in services, general industry,
military, aerospace, govern-
ment and defense contracts.

She interrupted her work life
to earn an associate’s degree
from PRCC in 1992 followed
by the bachelor of business ad-
ministration from the
University of Southern
Mississippi and the MBA from
William Carey University.

She returned to PRCC sever-
al years ago to fulfill a life-long

dream to study art but was
called back to work at Kings
Bay Nuclear Submarine Base
in Georgia, delaying her stud-
ies. Booker discovered
Jackson’s work at the Meridian
Museum of Art and participat-
ed in workshops in Meridian
and Baton Rouge before travel-
ing to France.

She and seven other students
spent time in the French
Provence regions and Paris to
tour, sketch, paint and photo-
graph.

“While the France workshop
tour inspired many of the water-
color studies exhibited, many
traditional works are based on
local experiences,” she said.

The exhibit includes a water-
color of Bay Street Presbyterian
Church in Hattiesburg where
Booker was raised.

She is continuing her studies
at PRCC with art instructor
Charleen Null.

“She’s been a student here
for a while, and is quite talent-
ed,” Null said. “After she got to
go on the fantastic trip, I sug-
gested she do a show from the
photography and paintings.”

Gallery displays local
woman’s watercolors

Sandra Bowering Booker of Picayune displays some of the
watercolors she has on exhibit at PRCC.

The Department of Fine Arts
and Communications has
scheduled auditions for the
2014-15 year.

Drum major try-outs are at
4:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 22, in
the band hall. Previous experi-
ence is required. String of
Pearls auditions are at 3:30
p.m. Wednesday, April 23, in
the band hall. Color guard au-
ditions are at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, May 3, in the band
hall. Previous experience is re-
quired. 

For details on drum major,

String of Pearls and color
guard auditions, contact the
band office at 601 403-1277.

Singers can audition for con-
cert choir by appointment
through the end of April.
RiverRoad showchoir audi-
tions are at 9 a.m. Saturday,
April 12, in the choir room. 

If you are interested in both,
the showchoir audition will
serve as concert choir audition.

For information about schol-
arships and auditions, email
LaDona Tyson at ltyson@-
prcc.edu or call 601-403-1272.

Fine Arts auditions
later this spring 
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Members of the 2014 Pearl River Community College Board of Trustees include from
left: Seated - Board attorney Martin Smith, Dale Purvis of Hattiesburg (chairman), Frank
Ladner of Bay St. Louis, Herbert Ray Nobles of Petal, M.L. (Sonny) Knight (secretary),
Teresa Lynn Stafford of Carriere, Al Brooks of Columbia and PRCC President William
Lewis. Standing - Dr. Gale Harris of Poplarville, P.W. Polk of Picayune, Don Welsh of
Carriere, Alan Dedeaux of Kiln, Hancock County superintendent of education; Brian

Freeman of Hattiesburg (vice chairman), Forrest County superintendent of education;
Tony Waits of Prentiss, Craig Robbins of Foxworth, Marion County superintendent of ed-
ucation; and Alan Lumpkin of Carriere, Pearl River County superintendent of education.
Insets from left: Ike Haynes of Prentiss, Jefferson Davis County superintendent of educa-
tion; and Dr. Ben Burnett of Hattiesburg, Lamar County superintendent of education.
PRCC Public Relations photo

Jana Causey (left), assistant vice president for Forrest County operations, and PRCC
President William Lewis present a River Rewards $50 PRCC Bookstore gift card to
Donna Lunn, Dental Hygiene Technology instructor. Lunn was the January winner.
Causey is a River Rewards committee member. River Rewards is an employee incentive
program designed to encourage participation in campus events and activities which sup-
port students. Employees who submit monthly participation forms are eligible for the
grand-prize drawing.

River Rewards winner

Congratulations Delana

Delana Harris, instructor in the Marketing Management Technology department at Pearl
River Community College, was recognized as one of the best in the sales and marketing
profession during the annual Sales & Marketing Professionals - Pine Belt 2014 awards
banquet Feb. 11 at the Lake Terrace Convention Center. Harris, a PRCC graduate, teach-
es six marketing and management related courses as well as online courses for the mar-
keting department. She serves on numerous committees for the college and aids in mar-
keting and promotional materials as she works toward her Master’s Degree in Education.
The SMP Awards recognize, promote and honor excellence, professionalism and out-
standing achievement in sales and marketing and showcase the highest level of talent in
each participating community. She is pictured with her husband, Jared. 

High school guidance counselors get a backstage tour of the Brownstone Center from di-
rector Archie Rawls during PRCC’s annual Counselors’ Day on Feb. 14. The counselors
took part in an information fair, heard updates on PRCC programs and enjoyed a per-
formance by The Voices. PRCC Public Relations photo

Counselors’ Day

PTK campus projects

English major Tyler Conaway (above) of Picayune donates plasma during the blood drive
sponsored Feb. 12 and 13 by the Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa.

AEOP members attend
development seminar 

On Feb. 21, five AEOP members attended
the MAEOP Professional Development
Seminar in Gulfport.

The seminar was divided into five sessions
throughout the day.

The first speaker was Officer Tonya Farmer,
campus police officer, MGCCC, “Let’s Talk
Campus Safety,” discussed crimes that occur
on campus, preventative measures and what to
do if you are a victim of crime which not only
applied to on campus but off campus as well.

The second speaker was Dawn Hosey, lead
counselor, MGCCC JD campus, “Skills to
Manage Stress,” discussed how to cope with

stressful situations.
The third speaker was Kristi Kelly, Public

Employees’ Retirement System of Miss.,
“PERS on the Move,” gave a presentation on
our retirement system. 

The fourth speaker was Shannon Anderson
from the MS Deferred Compensation Plan and
Trust, who provided information about the
Plan benefits, investment options, etc.

The last speaker was Cassandra Rivers,
bookstore clerk, MGCCC JD Campus. “Home
Computing,” discussed types of free antivirus,
malware and spyware, types of apps, and the
safety of changing/protecting passwords.

Five AEOP members attended the MAEOP Professional Development Seminar. They
were from left: Seated - Audrey Smith, Deetra Whiley, MAEOP President; and Gloria
Wasmund. Standing - Cheryl May, Eileen Hall, and Marilyn Dillard.

Leighton Cheramie
(left) of Carriere signs
a pledge to complete
college, a nationwide
campaign sponsored
by Phi Theta Kappa.
Waiting to sign are
Bryant Magee of
Foxworth and
Deangelo Coleman of
McComb. At the table
are PTK Iota Mu
chapter co-president
Tiffany Tucker and
advisor Stephanie
Lee.
PRCC Public
Relations photos
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South Division Women
Team Division Overall

Team             W - L  Win%  W - L   Win%

Jones 10 - 4    71.4     16 - 7    69.6

Meridian        10 - 4    71.4     18 - 5    78.3

Pearl River     10 - 4    71.4     15 - 5    75.0  

Southwest        9 - 5    64.3     17 - 6    73.9

Co-Lin 9 - 5    64.3     17 - 8    68.0

Ms Gulf Coast  5 - 9    35.7       9 - 13   40.9

East Central      3 - 11  21.4       8 - 14   36.4

Hinds 0 - 14  00.0       0 - 23   00.0

South Division Men
Team Division Overall    

Team      W - L  Win%  W - L  Win%

Jones 11 - 3     78.9  19 - 4    82.6

Ms Gulf Coast  11 - 3    78.9  18 - 5    78.3

Pearl River         9 - 5    64.3  16 - 6    72.7 

Southwest          6 - 8    42.9  12 - 11  52.2 

Co-Lin 5 - 9    35.7   9 - 14   39.1

Meridian 5 - 9    35.7   6 - 17   26.1 

Hinds                 5 - 9    35.7   8 - 15   34.8

East Central        4 - 10  35.7   9 - 14   39.1

North Division Women     
Team Division Overall

Team          W - L   Win%   W - L  Win%

East Miss. 11 - 1    91.7      16 - 7    69.6

Itawamba 10 - 2    83.3      14 - 9    60.9

MS Delta 8 - 4    66.7      13 - 9    59.1

Northwest 6 - 6    50.0      12 - 8    60.0  

Holmes 4 - 8    33.3        7 - 16   30.4

Northeast 2 - 10  16.7        7 - 16   30.4

Coahoma 1 - 11   08.3       2 - 19   09.5

North Division Men
Team Division Overall 

Team      W - L    Win%   W - L  Win%

Itawamba 9 - 3     75.0      14 - 9     60.9

East Miss. 8 - 3     72.7      17 - 5     77.3

Northwest 8 - 4     66.7      12 - 9     57.1

Coahoma 7 - 5     58.3       9 - 14   39.1

Holmes 4 - 7    36.4      12 - 10   54.5

MS Delta 3 - 9     25.0       9 - 14   39.1     

Northeast 2 - 10    16.7      5 - 18   21.7

JuCo basketball
Final standings

CLINTON - Cat Fight III was all Jones
County in the men’s title game of the Region 23
Tournament on the Mississippi College campus.

The Bobcats ended Pearl River’s season with
an 80-67 victory.

PRCC wrapped its season at 18-8.
Pearl River never led in the contest, but man-

aged to cut the Bobcats’ lead to 32-31 when
Kaven Bernard of Assumption High in
Napoleonville, La., hit a basket at the buzzer to
end the first half.

Jones County jumped out to a 14-point lead -
26-12 - at the 7:10 mark, but the Wildcats an-
swered with an impressive 19-6 scoring run,
capped by Bernard’s buzzer beater.

JCJC outscored PRCC 48-36 in the second
half, grabbing a double-digit lead at the 13:55
mark - 48-37 - and eventually building its ad-
vantage to 61-45 - its largest of the game - with
7:48 left. 

The Wildcats managed to cut the Bobcats

lead to eight at the 3:54 mark, but that was as
close as they would come.

Bernard led The River with 18 points (nine
rebounds), while Troy State (Ala.) signee
Jeremy Hollimon of Gulfport added 16 (two
treys, four assists), including an eight-for-eight
effort at the foul line. Quintarius Porter, a
Southwest Mississippi CC transfer who prepped
at Forest Hill in Jackson, scored 14 (seven re-
bounds, three assists, two steals), Southeastern
Louisiana signee DeAngelo Coleman of South
Pike High 12 (five assists, two treys), Lester
Crosby of Franklinton (La.) High five, and
Devontai Foye of Hattiesburg High two.

Jones County hit 56.3 percent (27 of 48) from
the field to Pearl River’s 50 percent (23 of 46)
effort, while the Bobcats were seven of 14 (50
percent) from three-point range to the Wildcats’
four-of-10 (40 percent) showing. At the foul
line, JCJC hit 67.9 percent (19 of 28) to PRCCís
81 percent (17 of 21).

Wildcats fall in region,
finish season at 18-8

Above, Pearl River’s
Devontai Foye (20) sets up
under the basket in the
Wildcats’ 87-77 semi-final
victory over the Northwest
Rangers in Region 23
Tournament action at
Mississippi College Left,
PRCC’s Jeremy Hollimon
attempts to drive the basket
in the Wildcats’ 80-67 loss
to Region 23 champ Jones
County in the men’s title
game. 

Photos by Mitch Deaver.

Basketball
game action

CLINTON - The Pearl River Lady Wildcats
wrapped their impressive hoops season with a
59-58 nail-biting loss to Southwest Mississippi
in the women’s semi-finals of the Region 23
Tournament.

The River women ended its season at 17-8
overall.

The Lady Bears opened strong, jumping out
to an 8-0 lead before Vamikka Smith out of
Murphy High in Mobile, Ala., finally got the
Lady Wildcats on the scoreboard with a basket
at the 16:40 mark of the first half. 

Smith’s bucket kicked off an 11-5 scoring run
over the next six minutes to pull within one - 14-
13 - but Southwest answered with a dominating
11-0 surge to pump its lead to 25-13 with 5:40
before the break.

SMCC maintained a double-digit advantage
until Kalisha Washington of Murrah High in
Jackson banged in one of her three treys in the
game at the 2:45 mark. Her basket kicked off an
8-0 run to pull PRCC to within two - 27-25 - at
the intermission.

Pearl River went up 30-29 off a putback bas-
ket by Shanta’ Echols of Sumrall at the 18:33
mark, kicking off a 9-2 scoring surge, but

Southwest responded with a 10-2 comeback run
to tie it up at 41-41 with 12:03 left. After Katrina
Littlepage’s basket put the Lady Bears up 43-
41, the game saw three stalemates and nine lead
changes.

SMCC’s Tina Myers sank a pair of free
throws with 39.6 seconds left to put the Lady
Bears up 59-58 for the game’s final points. 

Washington led The River with 16 points
(three treys, six rebounds), while Deantra
Darjean, a Prairie View A&M transfer out of
Yates (Tex.) High, added 13 (six rebounds, two
blocks), Echols 12 (11 rebounds, two blocks),
Tamera Williams of Hinds AHS 11 (three treys),
and Taylor Brister, an East Central CC transfer
who prepped at Lawrence County High,
Essence Pulliam out of Forest Hill High in
Jackson, and Smith (six rebounds), two apiece.

Pearl River hit 36.8 percent (21 of 57) from
the field to Southwest Mississippi’s 37.9 per-
cent (22 of 58), while the Lady Wildcats were
six of 16 (37.5 percent) from three-point range
to the Lady Bears’ six-of-19 (31.6 percent) ef-
fort. PRCC was 10 of 19 (52.6 percent) at the
foul line to SMCC’s nine-of-14 (64.3 percent)
showing.

Pearl River women
finish year at 17-8 

Above, freshman Bryant McGee (21) of West Marion slams one home during the MACJC
State Tournament at Itawamba Community College. Below, Kaven Bernard (30), a sopho-
more from Napoleonville, La., battles for a rebound against East Mississippi in the state
tournament. Photos by Mitch Deaver. 

Above, PRCC’s Kalisha Washington (22) prepares to pass in
the Lady Wildcats’ season-ending 59-58 loss to Southwest in
the Region 23 Tournament semi-finals. Left, PRCC’s (11)
Taylor Brister drives the goal in the Lady Wildcats’ loss to
Southwest. Photos by Mitch Deaver

PRCC freshman Vamikka Smith (32) drives to the basket against Jones in MACJC State
Tournament action.
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Members of the 2014 Pearl River Community College baseball team in-
clude from left: Front row - Jalen Haskin of Oak Grove, Adam Smith of
Pascagoula, Lamar Anthony of Vicksburg, Darien Brown of Hattiesburg,
Trevor Bennett of Hancock County, Allen Cowart of Pascagoula, and
Derek Martin of Poplarville. Second row - Carlos Lott of Pascagoula,
Brandon Pennington of Sumrall, Kreg Garner of Northwest Rankin, assis-
tant coaches Jeff Long and Kyle Lindsey, head coach Josh Hoffpauir, as-
sistant coach Glennie Thompson, Derrick Mount of Harrison Central and
Houston Davenport of Birmingham, Ala. Third row - manager Keith

Stanley of Forrest County AHS, Colton Lee of Carriere, Trey Grice of
Forrest County AHS, Justin Demary of Iowa, La., Zach O’Hern of
Hancock County, Adam Turney of Oak Hill Academy, Blake Weyenberg of
Poplarville, Tracy Hadley of Pascagoula and Garren Berry of Petal.
Fourth row - Kyle Dolan of Forrest County AHS, Philip Chandler of Stone
County, Luke McGee of Wooster, Ohio, Bubba Stockstill of Pearl River
Central, Nathan Pugh of Starkville, Jake Brumfield of Natchez Adams
Christian, Jacob Taylor of Picayune, Deanzel Johnson of Jackson Lanier,
and Justin Barna of Harrison Central.

Upcoming games
April 1- host Gulf Coast
April 5 - host Co-Lin
April 9 - at Jones JC
April 12 - Northeast in
Clinton
April 15 - at East Central
April 18 - host Southwest
April 23 - host Hinds
April 26 - at Gulf Coast
May 2-3 MACJC playoffs

POPLARVILLE - Pearl
River swept East Central in
MACJC South Division base-
ball action Saturday, taking a
2-1 win in the first game of the
doubleheader before blasting
the visiting Warriors 9-4 in the
nightcap.

The Wildcats improved to
15-11 overall and 2-4 in divi-
sion play. ECCC dropped to 9-
15 and 3-5.

In the first game, River
starter Jake Brumfield of
Adams Christian Academy in
Natchez hurled a one-hitter in
going the distance and im-
proved to 4-2 this season.

Pearl River scored its only
runs of the game in the bottom
of the first, while East
Central’s run came in the fifth.

Brumfield also struck out
two and walked one, while
Warrior starter Nick Wilson
(1-1) got the loss in his three-
and-two-thirds innings on the
mound, giving up five hits,
striking out three, walking
one, and hitting a batter.      

Dylan Little singled for East
Central, while Maxwell
Harmon had an RBI.

Lamar Anthony of
Vicksburg paced the Wildcats’
six-hit effort with two singles,
while Kreg Garner of
Northwest Rankin High (one
RBI), Deanzel Johns of Lanier
High in Jackson, Derrick
Mount of Harrison Central
High (one RBI), and Nathan
Pugh of Starkville High all
had hits.

In the nightcap, the Warriors
took a 1-0 lead in the top of the
first before the Wildcats took
the lead for good with three in
the third. 

PRCC added two in the
fourth, fifth, and sixth innings,
while ECCC scored its final
three in the sixth.

Starter Brandon Pennington
of Sumrall High (3-2) got the
win in his five innings on the
mound, giving up six hits, and
striking out five, while Luke
McGee, an Ohio State transfer
of Wooster (Oh.) High, re-
lieved in the sixth. 

He gave up zero hits, while
striking out one and walking
one.

Reliever Cory Kitchens (1-
1) got the loss in his two in-
nings of action, giving up two
hits, striking out one, walking
two, and hitting a batter.

Chance Whitten led the
Warriors six-hit effort with a
double and a single, while
Cody Daigle (one RBI) and
Ryan Ward (one RBI) both
doubled. Ben Cooley and
Hunter Thrower (one RBI)
both singled.

Pugh paced the Wildcats’
10-hit attack with a homer,
three singles, and a whopping
five RBIs, while Mount (one
RBI) and Jacob Taylor of
Picayune High had two sin-
gles each. Jalen Haskin of Oak
Grove High tripled (one RBI),
and Anthony singled. Tracy
Hadley of Pascagoula High
had an RBI for PRCC.

The Wildcats and Warriors
eye a South Division rematch
Tuesday, April 15, in a 3 p.m.
doubleheader in Decatur.

Pearl River returns to action
with back-to-back South
Division road doubleheaders
starting with Southwest
Mississippi Wednesday in
Summit (3 p.m. doubleheader)
then Hinds Saturday, March
29, in Raymond (2 p.m. dou-
bleheader).

Wildcats
sweep
Warriors

Above left, PRCC sophomore Nathan Pugh of Starkville takes off for first place after stroking a hit against Jones JC. Above right, infielder Jacob Taylor,
a freshman from Picayune, flips one to first base for an out. Below left, Jake Brumfield delivers a pitch in the Wildcats’ 3-2 loss to No. 1-ranked Jones
County in the first game of an MACJC South Division doubleheader. Below right, freshman pitcher Trevor Bennett of Picayune fires a pitch to the plate
in an earlier game this season. Photos by Mitch Deaver.

A host of Pearl River Wildcats remove the tarp marking the end to a second rain delay in
the first game of an MACJC South Division doubleheader against No. 1-ranked Jones
County in Poplarville. JCJC swept PRCC 3-2 and 4-1. - Photo by Mitch Deaver

Soccer notes:
Signee honored
n In men’s soccer, signee

Chance Bourdene was named
Clarion Ledger Boys High
School player of the year. 

Chance broke the school
record for goals in a season
this year by scoring 33 goals as
well as the Northwest Rankin
all-time goal scoring record
with 60 career goals.

Bourdene graduates this
year, but his soccer playing
days will continue with the
Mississippi Fire select team
and at PRCC.

“I really like the campus,”

he said. “They have a really
good soccer team. I like the
coach (Paul Martin) and I
think we can win a champi-
onship there.”
n In women’s soccer,

Wildcat Academy, a soccer
team camp at PRCC, will be
held July 7-13 in Poplarville.

College coaches from
around the southeast will work
as instructors. Last year’s
camp featured more than 350
high school student athletes,
making it one of the largest
camps in the state.

Chance Bourdene of North-
west Rankin High School is
Mr. Soccer for 2014.
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Members of the 2014 Pearl River Community College softball team include
from left: Front row - Micah Davis of Poplarville, Breanna Herndon of
Poplarville, Hannah Holloway of Petal, Hannah Herndon of Poplarville,
Shelby Perry of Sumrall, and Katelyn Lamb of Diamondhead. Second row -
Tatum Lott of Puckett, Shannon Buehler of Bay St. Louis, Shelby Carter of
George County, Allie Flint of Madison Central, Courtney Warr of Theodore,
Ala., Emily Jackson of Theodore, Ala., Megan Scronce of Petal, Rachel

Breland of Poplarville, Kaci Lantrip of Byram and Ashton Rogers of
Poplarville. Third row - Head coach Leigh White, assistant coaches Kim
Boutwell and Morgan Necaise, Ashley Hawkins of Theodore, Ala., Rachel
Hickman of Poplarville, Brooke Roberts of Gonzales, La., Kelsea Lewis of
Oak Grove, Miranda Fazende of Poplarville, Heather Boutwell of Oak
Grove, Becky Mitchell of Pearl River Central, and managers Beth Brown of
Pass Christian, Hunter O’Malley of Kiln and Eric Wells of Poplarville.

Ten high school softball players have signed to play with Pearl River Community College.
They include from left: Shannon Massey of Magnolia Heights High School in Senatobia,
Katherine Davis, Cassandra Rosser and Alysssa Cronich of d’Iberville High School,
Mikayla Walley of Greene County High School, Branda Northrop of Poplarville High
School and Whitney Smith of West Harrison High School. Not pictured are Skylar Cook of
St. Amant High School in Gonzalez, La., Samantha Gill of Mount Dora High School in
Mount Dora, Fla., and Mary Grace Key of Leake Academy.

Left photo, Poplarville signee Branda Northrup and her coach Jonathan Ray. Right photo,
pitcher Skylar Cook of St. Amant High School in Gonzalez, La. has signed a scholarship
to play for PRCC in 2015. Pictured at her signing are from left: Camryn Cook, Skylar’s
sister; William Cook, Skylar’s dad; Cook and her mom, Stephanie.

POPLARVILLE - Coach Leigh White ex-
pects her Pearl River Community College’s
2014 softball recruiting class to have an imme-
diate impact when the 2015 season rolls around.

The list includes a pair of out-of-state pitch-
ers, five infielders and some speedy outfielders.

“We think this is one of our better recruiting
classes since we have been here,” said White.
“Some of them will help us right away, especial-
ly on the mound. Some of them have good
speed. They are not just outstanding pitchers but
they can help us as hitters, too.”

The two pitchers include Skylar Cook of St.
Amant High School in Gonzalez, La., and

Samantha Gill of Mount Dora High School in
Mount Dora, Fla. Cook spent her summer play-
ing for the LA Maniax and Gill plays her sum-
mer ball with the Central Florida Eagles.

The signing class of outfielders includes
Branda Northrup of Poplarville, Cassandra
Rosser of d’Iberville and Shannon Massey of
Magnolia Heights High School in Senatobia.  

The signing class of infielders or utility play-
ers are Katherine Davis and Alyssa Cronich of
d’Iberville, Mikayla Walley of Greene County
High, Whitney Smith of West Harrison High
School and Mary Grace Key of Leake
Academy. 

Softball signing class at 10

Left photo, PRCC’s Kelsea Lewis takes a vicious cut at the ball in the Lady Wildcats’ 1-0
MACJC South Division loss to Mississippi Gulf Coast. PRCC bounced back with a 4-1 win
in the nightcap. In that game, Lewis, a sophomore from Oak Grove, smashed a homer and
two singles after getting The River’s only base hit in the shutout loss. Right photo, PRCC’s
Megan Scronce, a sophomore from Petal, takes a cut at the ball. Photos by Mitch Deaver.

Oak Grove sophomore Heather Boutwell gets a running
lead off second base for the Lady Wildcats. 

Upcoming games
April 2 - at Hinds
April 5 - at Meridian
April 8 - host Gulf Coast
April 11 - at Jones JC
April 14 - at Co-Lin
April 16 - host East Central
April 18 host LSU-Eunice
April 25-26 MACJC play-
offs

PERKINSTON - Pearl
River Community College’s
Lady Wildcats split with arch-
rival Mississippi Gulf Coast in
MACJC South Division soft-
ball doubleheader action
March 11, falling 1-0 in the
first game before bouncing
back with a 4-1 victory in the
nightcap.

PRCC is now 13-7 overall
and 7-1 in division play, while
MGCCC is 18-10 and 5-4.

In the first game, things
were scoreless for the first
four-and-a-half innings before
Gulf Coastís Cat Campbell led
off the bottom of the fifth,
while base hits by Dani Craft
and Emily Davis loaded the
bases. Campbell scored the
gameís only run off a single by
Brooke Gaston.

Paige Breal (4-1) got the
win in going the distance, giv-
ing up one hit, striking out six
and walking three, while
Rachel Hickman (7-3) was the
losing pitcher. She also hurled
the distance, giving up six his
striking out two, walking two,
and hitting a batter.

Kelsea Lewis singled in the
fourth for The Riverís only hit
of the contest, while the host
Lady Bulldogs finished with
six hits. Britney Butler,
Campbell, Craft, Davis,
Gaston, and Caitlyn Williams
all had singles for Gulf Coast.

PRCC committed one error
in the game to MGCCCís
none.

In the nightcap, Pearl River
went up 2-0 in the top of the
first, while Gulf Coast scored
its only run of the contest in
the bottom of the frame. The
second and third innings were
scoreless, but PRCC finished
the game with solo runs in the
fourth and sixth innings to
take the win.

Starter Ashley Hawkins of
Theodore (Ala.) High (4-3)
got the win in her three-and-
two-thirds innings on the
mound, giving up six hits and
hitting a batter, while
Hickman relieved in the fourth
and closed it out. 

She pitched three-and-a-
third, giving up three hits,
striking out three, and walking
one.

Lewis blasted a two-run
homer in the first inning and
smacked two singles to paced
the Lady Wildcats’ nine-hit at-
tack, while Emily Jackson of
Theodore (Ala.) High doubled
and singled (two RBIs).
Megan Scronce of Petal High
doubled and Allie Flint of
Madison Central High (one
RBI), Hickman, and Hannah
Holloway of Petal High all
had base hits.

PRCC played error free.

Lady Cats
split pair
with Perk
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 13 YEARS.
We offer extended hours and weekend services for patients suffering from acute illnesses and/or 
minor emergencies that need immediate attention.  In addition to these services The Poplarville Clinic 
also provides: 

Our providers offer prompt, comprehensive evaluation and care to patients of all ages. 

HOURS:

8 a.m. to 5 p.m 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Pearl River Community College signed 17
high school standouts to grant-in-aid football
scholarships on National Signing Day, says sec-
ond-year head coach William Jones.

Here is the listing (alphabetical by school):
BILOXI: FB/H-B Raekwon McClellen, 6-

foot-2, 255 pounds.
BROOKHAVEN: OL Keefa Nelson Jr., 6-

foot-2, 275 pounds.
d’IBERVILLE: RB Quantrell Reddix, 6-foot-

2, 215 pounds.
FOREST HILL (JACKSON): WR Ollie

Ambrose, 6-foot-2, 180 pounds.
FORREST COUNTY AHS: QB Carter

Hankins, 6-foot-3, 215 pounds; WR Corey
Husband, 6-foot-3, 185 pounds.

GAUTIER: DB Lajuan Johnson, 6-foot-1,
180 pounds; LB Gerald Magee, 6-2, 190 pounds.

HARRISON CENTRAL: TE/H-B Thad
Collins, 6-foot-2, 285 pounds.

MURRAH (JACKSON): QB Vonnie Howard
II, 6-foot-4, 210 pounds.

OAK GROVE: DL Victor Andrews, 6-foot-2,
280 pounds.

PEARL RIVER CENTRAL: PK Jovan
Detto, 5-foot-10, 165 pounds.

PERRY CENTRAL: DB Stevie Scott, 6-foot-
2, 180 pounds.

PICAYUNE: DB Deandre Anderson, 5-foot-
8, 180 pounds.

POPLARVILLE: P Cody Mikell, 6-foot-1,
190 pounds.

PURVIS: OL Jared Garza, 6-foot-4, 320
pounds.

QUITMAN: DB Tarvarius Moore, 6-foot-2,
185 pounds.

River football signs 17
high school standouts

Pearl River Community College athletic teams
have not only recorded success in competition
but they have also excelled in the classroom.

In the fall semester of 2013, teams in all seven
sports on the campus continue to show marked
improvement in grade-point average.

“Here at Pearl River, our student-athletes are
truly students first,” said Jason Francis, PRCC
athletic director. “Our coaches dedicate large
amounts of time and effort in making sure their
student-athletes are succeeding in the class-
room.”

Leading the way was the softball team with a
3.57 grade-point average. “As coaches we are
very proud of our team for earning and accom-
plishing our team’s success in the classroom,”
said softball coach Leigh White.

She recognized six players for outstanding
work in the classroom. They all achieved a per-
fect 4.0 GPA in what White describes as “chal-

lenging courses” for the fall semester. 
The list includes: Kelsea Lewis and Heather

Boutwell of Oak Grove, Ashton Rogers of
Poplarville, Megan Scronce of Petal, Katelyn
Lamb of Hancock, and Becky Mitchell of Pearl
River Central.

Some other sports teams had better-than 3.0
GPAs. They were women’s soccer (3.32), men’s
soccer (3.14), men’s basketball (3.13) and base-
ball (3.10). The other sports were womenís bas-
ketball (2.82) and football (2.45).

Women’s soccer players who scored 4.0
GPAs were Taylor Scarbrough of Vancleave,
Natalie Lechner and Courtney Lechner of
Pascagoula and Karly Mitchell of Poplarville.

“We have a great academic support system in
place and our student-athletes utilize it,” said
Francis. “This academic excellence is nothing
new. The majority of our sports teams maintain
GPAs of 3.0 or higher each and every year.”

Sports teams hit books

Coaching clinic

Dr. Lance Line, orthopaedic surgeon at Southern Bone and Joint in Hattiesburg, talks in-
juries with some of the coaches who attended the Coaches Clinic at PRCC recently.

EDITOR’S NOTE: In a look back at
PRCC sports history, the following is a
story that appeared in the Hattiesburg
American newspaper on May 24,
1994. The author is Chuck Abadie,
PRCC public relations director and
former sports editor at the American.

——-
Willie Coats would like to take all

the credit even though he knows he
can’t. But give him some praise. He is
the athletic director at Pearl River
Community College.

Down in Poplarville, it’s the close of
the school year. It’s also the end of one
of the more successful sports years in
the schoolís history.

Larry Stanford, public relations di-
rector at the school for 24 years, can’t

remember such a year full of accom-
plishments. “Overall, this is as good a
year as we’ve had,” he said. “All of our
teams were solid, very competitive and
had chances to win state titles.”

Let’s look at these achievements.
n The PRCC football team, South

Division champions in 1992, finished
1993 with a 6-4 record, 4-2 in the
South Division. That was good for sec-
ond place in the South.
n The PRCC women’s basketball

team finished 26-5. The Lady Wildcats
won the state championship for the
first time in the school’s history. They
were also South Division champs with
a perfect 12-0 record.
nThe PRCC men’s basketball team

finished second in the South Division

Tournament, advanced to the overall
state and Region 23 tournaments and
finished 21-10.
nThe PRCC baseball team finished

runner-up in the state and third in the
Region 23 Tournament. The Wildcats
were 32-25, after starting 4-11.
n Even the golf team, which is non-

scholarship and plays in Division II,
finished second in the state.

If the Mississippi Association of
Community-Junior Colleges kept a
points system to determine an all-
sports champion, Pearl River would be
near the top.

“I wish I could take the credit,” said
Coats. “But it’s a compliment to the
schools in our district and the coaches
in our district.”

Actually, Coats can take some
kudos. He is also the school’s head
football coach. “The way I feel about
it,” he said, “is you hire good people,
get out of the way and let them coach.”

A coach’s success depends on the
number of good athletes on the team.

The football Wildcats had 13 players
sign scholarships with major colleges,
including all-everything fullback Chris
Ryan. He set all kinds of PRCC rush-
ing records and bruised many a de-
fender with his 280-pound frame.

Coach Polly Kirkland’s women’s
basketball team cruised to a state
championship. One reason was All-
American Elaine Powell, who led the
country in scoring with a 27.5 average.
She shot 46 percent from 3-point

range, scored 31 or more points in 11
games and 20 or more in 27 of the 31
total games. And keep this in mind.
She was only a freshman.

The men’s basketball program won
more games than it ever has under
coach Richard Mathis and coach Jim
Nightengale’s baseball Wildcats made
it to the state playoffs for the sixth time
since 1988.

It takes a good mix of district and
out-of-state players to achieve success
in the junior college leagues. Football
is allowed 10 out-of-state players, the
basketball  programs are allowed three
each and baseball gets some, too.

The combination clicked this year
and the Pearl River athletic program
had a year to remember.

A look back: Athletics at PRCC flourished in 1993-94

n Former Pearl River Community College
transfers are off to good starts in their first base-
ball seasons in the Southeastern Conference.

Picayune native Braxton Lee has started all
but one game as left fielder and leadoff hitter for
Ole Miss, which is 17-4 this season. Lee is bat-
ting .325 (13-for-40) with 11 runs scored, five
RBIs and a .451 on-base percentage.

Krisjon Wilkerson, a former St. Stanislaus
standout, has started 13 of 17 games at designat-
ed hitter for Arkansas. Wilkerson is batting .318
with seven runs scored, a double, a home run and
five RBIs.

Lee and Wilkerson helped Pearl River go 41-
14 and claim the MACJC South Division title in
2013. Wilkerson was a first-team NJCAA All-
American, batting .341 with 11 home runs and
58 RBI for the Wildcats.

Also, Christian Talley, SP, Southern Miss
(Hancock/Pearl River CC): Has started two
games in his first season with the Golden Eagles,
posting an 0-1 record, a 2.61 ERA. 
n Pearl River Community College played a

big part on the first day of the 51st annual Nike
Gulf Coast Coaches Clinic in Biloxi.

PRCC coach William Jones and his defensive
coordinator Willie Mack Garza both were fea-
tured speakers. Garza spoke to several hundred
coaches on various secondary coverages.

He came to PRCC along with Jones last year,
after serving for a season as the defensive backs
coach at Southern Cal.

“We always strive to have experienced and
knowledgeable coaches like Coach Garza speak
at our clinic,” said Lindy Callahan, who has di-
rected the event all 51 years. 

Notebook: Former Cats doing well


