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Dr. Lewis announces retirement 
PRCC president stepping down June 30

POPLARVILLE - Dr. William A.
Lewis, 70, the president of Pearl River
Community College since July of 2000,
will retire June 30 of this year with al-
most 50 years of public service in various
Mississippi educational institutions.

Dr. Lewis informed the PRCC Board
of Trustees of his decision during its
January monthly meeting.

On July 1, Dr. Adam Breerwood, Vice
President for the Poplarville campus and
Hancock Center, takes over as PRCC’s
11th president.

In April 2015, the PRCC Board of
Trustees designated Breerwood presi-
dent-elect of the two-year college, to suc-
ceed Dr. Lewis upon his retirement.

“This service to our college has truly
been a blessing to me and my family,”
said Dr. Lewis. “I believe that our institu-
tion has made great strides in becoming a
modern-day institution of higher learning
that services the needs of our local dis-
trict and the state of Mississippi.”

In his letter to the board of trustees, Dr.
Lewis added, “While the best days are
ahead for our college, I am convinced

that our God has a time and place for
each of us. With that in mind, I have
spent much time lately considering my
future and that of the college while
prayerfully seeking guidance. 

“I have now concluded that the time
has come for me to move on in life to
other endeavors.”

During Lewis’ tenure as head of
Mississippi’s first community college,
the school has experienced a significant
growth in enrollment, developed a na-
tional reputation for excellence in teach-
ing and learning, produced a national
championship in football, and is widely
recognized for the high quality of its arts
programs.

He was also the driving force behind
campus reconstruction following
Hurricane Katrina on Aug. 29, 2005. 

“Pearl River Community College has
been extremely blessed to be led by Dr.
Lewis for the past 17 years,” said Alan
Lumpkin, board of trustees chairman and
superintendent of Pearl River County
Schools.

“His thumbprint can be seen through-

out this institution through the planning,
construction and renovation of old and
new buildings on all campuses.

“Dr. Lewis has led PRCC into the 21st
century with new programs and job train-
ing opportunities for not only students of
the PRCC district but all of Mississippi
and its neighboring states. His leadership
has impacted every student and faculty
member who has graced the campuses of
PRCC. Dr. Lewis will be a Wildcat for
life.”

Breerwood, 42, has been affiliated
with PRCC as an employee since 1997
when he was hired as assistant baseball
coach and previously played baseball at
The River in 1994 and 1995.

In 2002, he began his career in com-
munity college administration serving as
PRCC’s assistant director of recruitment
and orientation before being promoted to
director in 2003. A year later, he was
named dean of student services where he
served for eight years, in 2011 he was
promoted to vice president of the col-
lege’s main campus. 
n See DR. LEWIS, page 9

PRCC President William Lewis discusses his retirement decision with WDAM-TV reporter Charles Herrington. 

Tickets are selling briskly for A Night with Inky Johnson, pre-
sented by Pearl River Community College Baseball, but plenty
of tickets remain available.

Johnson is a former football player for the University of
Tennessee who suffered a serious injury while playing for the
Volunteers in 2006 that left him partially paralyzed and in con-
stant pain.

His story of persevering through
pain and heartache has made him a
noted motivational speaker, said
PRCC baseball coach Michael Avalon. 

“I think he’s the No. 1 motivational
speaker in athletics right now,” Avalon
said. “We’re going to use it as a fund-
raiser, but also as a team-building op-
portunity, a way to get our season
started on the right foot. His story is
pretty inspiring.”

The event is scheduled for 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 7 at the college’s Brownstone

Center. Tickets are $25 for groups of 10
or more, and $30 for individuals and groups of less than 10.
Those attending as a group should call ahead to reserve their
seats.

For more information, contact assistant coach Anthony Izzio
at aizzio@prcc.edu. 

Tickets are available through Wildcat baseball, or by either
calling the Brownstone Center at 601-403-1180 or visiting on-
line at brownpapertickets.com.

Johnson

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College recently received
a grant to start a new career-technical
program to meet the needs of a 21st
century industry.

PRCC received a $215,250 Career
and Technical Education Challenge
Grant through the Mississippi
Community College Board to imple-
ment an unmanned aerial systems pro-
gram.

“This is the start-up capital to get this

up and going,” said Dr. Scott
Alsobrooks, vice president for work-
force and economic development.
“Our goal is to start classes in August.”

PRCC and Tyonek Services
Overhaul Facility at Stennis
International Airport in Kiln are work-
ing together to start the program.

“We need a workforce to cover what
we do,” said Dean Oden, Tyonek site
director. The company, a native
American firm based in Alaska, spe-

cializes in aircraft modication and un-
manned aerial systems or drones at its
Kiln facility.

The PRCC Board of Trustees offi-
cially accepted the grant at its monthly
meeting  Jan. 10 and authorized a
search for an instructor. Classes will be
taught at PRCC’s Hancock Center in
Waveland.

“We’ll use the airport and other
places to do lab experiences,”
Alsobrooks said.

Students will earn a two-year associ-
ate in applied science degree.

“They will be working their way to
the FAA Part 107 operator’s license,”
Oden said. “They will learn how to op-
erate and maintain the UAS platform.”

Hinds Community College is the
only Mississippi community college
with a similar program, Alsobrooks
said. 

He can be reached at 601 403-1260
or salsobrooks@prcc.edu.

PRCC starting unmanned aerial systems program

Ten ladies will compete for the Miss PRCC Wildcat title on
Thursday, Feb. 23, in the Brownstone Center.

The winner of the crown will receive a PRCC scholarship.
Theme is Fire & Ice.

The women will compete in judges’ interviews, physical fit-
ness/dance, talent and presence and composure.

In addition to the Miss PRCC Wildcat 2017 title, awards will
be given for first and second alternate, Miss Congeniality, tal-
ent, presence and composure, interview and advertising sales.

Admission is $5.

Pearl River will be the host for the Gulf South Regional
Tournament of the Mississippi Science Olympiad on Saturday,
Feb. 18.

Science Olympiad provides rigorous academic interscholastic
competition for individuals and teams in middle, junior high
and high school. Categories include biology, earth science,
chemistry, physics, computers and technology.

Regional winners advance to state competition with the
chance to move on to national competition.

Black History Month will be observed on the Poplarville
campus with a concert at 7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 13.

The Wind Ensemble, under the direction of Dr. Kyle Hill, will
premier Take My Hand by Luigi Zanelli. PRCC commissioned
Zanelli to write the piece in honor of the late civil rights leader
Medgar Evers.

The Forrest County Center will host a Black History Month
program at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 14, in the multipurpose room

Speaker will be Clint Martin.

The Department of Fine Arts and Communication is hosting
three events for secondary school students in February.

The Mississippi Showchoir Contest will be held Friday and
Saturday, Feb. 3 and 4.

The District Choral Festival will be Thursday and Friday, Feb.
9 and 10.

The PRCC Band Clinic will be held Friday and Saturday, Feb.
17 and 18.

The Mardi Gras holidays are Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 27
and 28. Night classes will meet.

Spring break will be held Monday, March 13, through Friday,
March 17.

Residence halls will close at 4 p.m. Friday, March 10, and
open at 1 p.m. Sunday, March 19.

Miss PRCC Wildcat
pageant is Feb. 23

Gulf South Science
Olympiad coming up

Black History Month
observances are scheduled

Secondary fine arts students
to be on Poplarville campus

PRCC will host the 2017 Mississippi
Honors Conference Feb. 10 and 11.

Theme for the conference is Celebrating
200 Years of Progress in Mississippi.

“Pearl River Community College will
be the first community college to host the
conference,” said Dr. Steve Black, chair
of the PRCC Honors Institute. “We look
forward to hosting it and expect at least
100 in attendance.”

The conference will begin with regis-
tration from 4 to 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 10,
at the Woodall Center in Hattiesburg.

Following an opening session, dinner
and social activities will be provided. 

The students and their advisors will
spend the night in Hattiesburg before
coming to Poplarville on Saturday.

Conference participants will meet in
the Brownstone Center for opening re-
marks by PRCC student Sarah Spence of
Carriere, president of the Mississippi
Honors Conference Council, and the
presentation of papers and posters. 

Presentation topics cover a wide range,
including biomedical engineering in car-

diovascular disease, the correlation be-
tween education funding and the quality
of education, and the implications for
mobile apps for clothing retailers.

PRCC students who will be presenting
include Lorenzo Catlett, Brendan
Massey, Shelley Everette, Cody Patrick
and Rachel Carraro, all Honors Institute
students at the Forrest County Center.

Following lunch in Bender Cafeteria,
the conference will reconvene at the
Brownstone Center for the presentation
of awards and a business meeting.

PRCC hosts Honors Conference

Inky Johnson appears
Feb. 7 in Brownstone

Spring holiday schedule

PRCC graduation is set for Friday, May 12, in White Coliseum.
The speaker will be state Rep. Brad Touchstone of Sumrall.
Touchstone. an attorney, and his wife, Dr. Janice Touchstone, a
dentist, are PRCC graduates.  

Student employee
Cheyenne Terry of
Picayune, left, helps
Wellness Center assistant
director Jamie Dickson
sort some of the supplies
donated for victims of the
Jan. 21 tornado. More do-
nations stacked around
the walls of the lobby are
not visible.

PRCC
helps out 
tornado
recovery

Inside
n FCC employees and stu-

dents volunteer. 
n Poplarville students lend

a hand.
n See page 5.
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Pearl River Community College offers equal
education and employment opportunities. The
College does not discriminate on the basis of race,
religion, color, sex, age, national origin, veteran
status, or disability. For inquiries regarding the
non-discrimination policies or to request accom-
modations, special assistance, or alternate format
publication, please contact Tonia Moody, Director
of Admissions and Records, ADA/Civil Rights,
and Title IX Coordinator, at P.O. Box 5537,
Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601-403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to award asso-
ciate degrees. Contact the Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
Georgia 30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500, or
at http://www.sacscoc.org for questions about the
accreditation of Pearl River Community College.
The Commission is only to be contacted to learn
about the accreditation status of the College, to
file a third-party comment at the time of the
College’s decennial review, or to file a complaint
against the College with evidence that appears to
support non-compliance with a standard or re-
quirement. All normal inquiries about the institu-
tion, such as admission requirements, financial
aid, educational programs, etc., should be ad-
dressed directly to Pearl River Community
College and not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

By LENA KINDER
The Drawl Staff Writer

When you think about Alaska you probably
picture snow, ice, mountains, igloos, wildlife,
and Eskimos.  

I can tell you before I moved up there I had
the same exact ideas as most of you. I spent
most of my adolescence living in Anchorage.

It was the single most extraordinary experi-
ence in my life. I want to share with you the
things you may or may not know about this
beautiful state in hopes that if you one day go
you can be prepared for this phenomenal adven-
ture.

1. Days and Nights 
Alaska is on a schedule all its own.

Winters carry on endless nights, leav-
ing only a few hours of light in be-
tween each day. 

Summer, on the other hand, leaves
only a few hours of night in which
black out blinds, blankets, or tin foil
become your best way to get a good
night’s sleep. 

Many people have a hard time
imagining how Alaskans can deal with
this schedule, but it’s just another one of
Alaska’s special qualities we’re used to.  

2. Snow
For those who are interested or love winter

sports, visiting Alaska in the winter is a must.
Yes, it’s no surprise Anchorage gets a lot of
snow, averaging at 75 inches per year. 

The first snow fall usually starts between
October and November, and it is beautiful.
Winters are nothing like the lower 48 where the
first snow is light and then melts away; it comes
heavy and in giant flakes that cover everything
in flawless valleys of white. 

3. Native Alaskans 
I often have to correct people on the term

“Eskimo” when they refer to Inuit and Yupik
people. This is a derogatory term and very in-
sulting. 

I’m not sure why the continental United

States still refers to this group of people as
Eskimo but hopefully this will help bring in-
sight and keep you out of a bad situation. 

In Alaska, Inuit and Yupik people are called
“Native Alaskans” or just “Natives.” 

4. Crystal Gallery of Ice
During the winter months, Anchorage has an

annual ice sculpture competition. The competi-
tors come out from all over the world and create
beautiful and creative sculptures right in the
middle of downtown. 

Anyone can walk by or take a stroll through
the park and enjoy them. At night, they have
them lit up with multicolored lights, bringing in

more color to an already bright and
busy city. 

5. Hiking 
Anchorage and anywhere in

Alaska are hot spots for hiking. It’s
the perfect place for anyone who’s
interested in fitness or just easy-
going trails. 

With all the breathtaking land-
scapes; mountains, forests, lakes, and
glaciers it is the perfect place to take
an adventure.  
Flattop Mountain, which is in

Chugiak, is the most popular mountain hike. Its
peak gives a stunning view of the wildlife and
surrounding towns.   

6. Wildlife
Moose, bears, bald eagles, and so many more

animals are all throughout Alaska. They aren’t
afraid to show up anywhere, whether it be in
your front yard, neighborhood, or in the middle
of town and highways.  

As captivating as they are, people tend to for-
get how dangerous they can be. Always remem-
ber to appreciate them from a safe distance and
never disturb them. 

There is so much to be said about Alaska.
I’ve barely touched the surface. I hope that one
day you will be able to travel to this beautiful
state and experience it for yourself.  
n Lena Kinder is a freshman student from

Roanoke, Va. 

Kinder

A trip to Alaska can be
tremendous experience

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

Have you ever had a sudden, abrupt onset of
intense fear or discomfort that reaches a peak
within a few minutes; that feeling of doom
that comes out of nowhere or feeling over-
whelming anxiety and fear for no reason?

You may have experienced a panic attack. 
Panic attacks affect millions of Americans

every year and occur twice as often in women
as men. These attacks usually begin in the late
teenage years to early adulthood and may
occur once or multiple times. 

During my time in our Health Services
Clinic, I have seen many students who come
in with symptoms of their first (and many
their only) panic attack.

Left untreated, panic attacks can lead to
panic disorder and other problems. They may
even cause you to withdraw from normal ac-
tivities. Panic attacks can be treated and the
sooner you seek help, the better. 

It is unknown why some people experience
panic attacks and others don’t. At one time, re-
searchers believed panic disorder was due pri-
marily to psychological problems. Experts
now believe that genetic factors or changes in
body chemistry, in combination with stressful
circumstances or events, play a pivotal role.

Although the exact causes of panic attacks
and panic disorder are unclear, the tendency to

have panic attacks runs in families. There also
appears to be a connection with major life
transitions such as graduating from college
and entering the workplace, getting married,
and having a baby. 

Severe stress, such as the death of a loved
one, divorce, or job loss can also trigger a
panic attack.

Panic attacks include at least four
of the following symptoms:
n Palpitations, pounding heart,

or accelerated heart rate, some feel
“butterflies” in their chest or “My
heart is racing.”
n Sweating
n Trembling or shaking
n Sensations of shortness of

breath or smothering - “I can’t
catch my breath” or “I can’t
breathe”
n Feelings of choking
n Chest pain or discomfort
n Stomach pain
n Nausea or abdominal distress
n Feeling dizzy, unsteady, light-headed, or

faint
n Feeling hot or cold chills
n Numbness or tingling sensations over the

body 
n Fear of losing control or “going crazy”
n Fear of dying
Symptoms usually peak after about 10-20

minutes but some may last much longer.
Many of the symptoms mimic symptoms of
heart disease, thyroid problems, breathing dis-
orders, and other illnesses. 

During my years working in the emergency
room I remember patients that came to the ER
fearing they were having a heart attack. And

while many were, some were diag-
nosed to be having a panic attack. 

You should see your healthcare
provider if you have symptoms of a
panic attack to be sure there isn’t
another physical problem or med-
ical condition causing the symp-
toms. The Anxiety and Depression
Association of America has a
screening tool that you can use if
you suspect that you suffer from
panic attacks. 

Copies are available in Health
Services or you can go to the ADAA

website at www.adaa.org/screening-panic-
disorder. 

This article is intended for informational
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose
or treat. Please see your doctor if you have
any of the above symptoms or risk factors.  

n Health Services is open Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m.  until 3 p.m.
during the fall and spring semesters in
Crosby Hall. Stop by or call 403-1303 for
services or information.

Hall

Panic attacks nothing to ignore

By MADISON SCOGGIN
The Drawl Staff Writer

Hello everyone. My name is Madison
Scoggin. I am a sophomore at Pearl River
Community College. 

After graduating PRCC, I plan to
attend Mississippi University for
Women and major in Exercise
Science with a minor in Spanish. 

In today’s world Spanish is be-
coming a very important language.
In fact, it is almost a necessity. It is
now the fourth most spoken lan-
guage in the world behind Mandarin,
English and Hindu, and the second
most spoken language in the United
States. 

There are approximately 33 million
Spanish speaking people in America today. 

According to The Huffington Post, the num-
ber one reason for learning to speak a foreign
language is that it looks great on a resume and
it allows you to stand out in today’s competitive
job market. 

Being bilingual in today’s world is becoming
more and more popular. Latin Americans are
the largest minority in America and many of
these people do not speak English. I am sure
you have heard those conversations in the aisles
at Wal-Mart that most people don’t understand. 

I often wonder what they are saying and if
they are talking about me or just about shop-
ping. 

Spanish is a gateway language because it is
easy to learn and it opens doors to other lan-
guages. I began studying Spanish my eleventh

grade year of high school and fell in
love with the language. 

I did very well in the class and de-
cided to pursue a minor in Spanish.
Everyone loves to travel and expand
their horizons. Mexico is our closest
and most important trading partner
and being fluent in Spanish allows
travelling to South America more
comfortably and enjoyable. 

Everyone in today’s world should
have a little Spanish under their belt

so they can at least understand the
language over at the local Mexican restaurant.
America is saturated with Spanish words, for
example; Florida means flowery, Nevada
means snowy and Montana means mountain-
ous. 

People seem smarter and more impressive if
they speak more than one language. Learning
Spanish is a challenge, and life is filled with
challenges. Challenge yourself today and em-
brace your Los Estados Unidos. 
n Madison Scoggin is a sophomore stu-

dent from Bay Springs.

Students: Give Spanish try 
as possible second language

Scoggin

By JOSHUA FERGUSON
The Drawl Staff Writer

Let me start out by saying something that
most of us realize but never think about: The
world we inhabit on a daily basis isn’t just
physical. 

It hasn’t been since the mid-90’s. We are the
dwellers of two highly integrated realities: The
physical world and the digital world. Most
people neglect this fact as some kind of tech
fantasy, but to deny the reality of this situation
is perilous. 

What happens in that digital frontier has real
world consequences. 

With the suspected Russian tampering with
our democratic process, it should be fairly ap-
parent that what happens over the web can af-
fect us. Our power grid is connected to the
Internet, most of the ways that we distribute
food and goods have some components that
are controlled by a network; even
our coffee maker and fridge have
wifi. 

Recently, a virus made to infect
Linux running IoT devices (like
your coffee maker and fridge)
called Mirai has been using these
devices to mount large scale DDOS
attacks against individual targets. 

On Nov. 3, an attack was
launched against Liberia, and most
of the country experienced an
Internet blackout. 

It’s not just our “things” that are
becoming increasingly interconnected: More
and more of our lives and choices are being
digitized and aggregated. 

Companies like Google and Facebook make
a living off mining your data and profiling you.
This information is then sold to third parties in
both the private and public sector. Even with-
out the help of the big tech companies, many
of our private and public documents manage to
find their way to the annals of the web. 

This can be used for great causes like map-
ping out political corruption (which it has), or
it can be used by larger entities like Walmart to
fire employees who are showing signs of
unionizing (google walmart labor spying). 

What’s more terrifying than almost anybody
at any time having access to information about
you that can be used for malicious intent? The
fact that there isn’t a set of standards for

Cyberwar the way there is for conventional
warfare. 

To demonstrate this better than I can fit into
this article, google “wikipedia Cyberwarfare in
[China, Russia, US]” and “FBI warns cyberat-
tack.” Various nation’s states, including us,
have been engaging in espionage and infra-
structure attacks on both allies and national op-
ponents for the past decade or so. 

Why? There are no rules saying we can’t. A
hack is not a declaration of war the same way
a bomb is, even though the consequences can
be just as dangerous. The combative use of
smallpox is off the table, but attacking nuclear
facilities with custom malware is totally fine.
It’s like slashing your neighbor’s tires because
punching him in the face would be too offen-
sive. 

Our politicians are making laws about tech-
nological trends at a speed that is far outpaced
by our progress. What’s worse is even when

they do, very few understand the
implications of either the technolo-
gy or their own decisions regarding
it. 

Congress nearly destroyed the
free Internet to stop piracy in 2012
with SOPA. We faced a similar
threat with some of the digital im-
plications of the TPP which sought
to limit our ability to modify our de-
vices and censor the Internet by
making web host responsible for
the content of their users. 
We’re heading for a bright future,

but only if we do our part in shaping that fu-
ture. 

We can’t leave it up to lawmakers to be in-
formed, or companies to do the right thing and
secure your coffeemaker from malware, or na-
tions to respect each other’s sovereignty. We
shouldn’t trust other people to use our data re-
sponsibly, or freely give our data away without
thought. 

We need to protect ourselves, to work to
make sure our politicians are equipped with
the knowledge necessary to make informed de-
cisions based on our best interest, and to make
sure that this technology we are adopting isn’t
going to be used against us.

Otherwise that bright future is going to have
a gravely dark shadow. 
n Joshua Ferguson is a freshman student

from Perkinston.  

Ferguson

Rapid changes in technology
something we can’t ignore

Above, Jr. Wildcat Player of the Game Eli Causey, 9, huddles with the team during player
introductions before the Jan 23 basketball game against East Central. Below, Kate
Causey, 6, greets Charisma Walker of Brandon during player introductions before the
women’s game. They are the children of Dr. Jana Causey, vice president for Forrest
County Operations, and her husband, Chris. Other Jr. Wildcat Players of the Game have
been Joshua Gallodore, 6, and Bragg Moeller, 8, both of Poplarville, on Jan. 12; Harrison,
6, and Jackson Melton, 8, and Conner Sargent, 7, all of Poplarville, on Jan. 17.

Jr. Wildcat players

PRCC pep
band performs
during a home
basketball
game at White
Coliseum. 
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Scholarships Available
in the areas of academics, talent, athletics, 

church-related vocations and missionary dependents

Scholarships for PTK members
$6300 scholarship* for Phi Theta Kappa members with 

additional funds available for PTK officers
*for students living on campus, $4,500 for off-campus students

Mark your calendar for Super Saturday: March 25, 2017
Finalize your enrollment at WCU and pre-register for classes.

31 
Undergraduate Majors

60+ 
Student Organizations

17 
Athletic Teams

wmcarey.edu      
601-318-6103    

Hattiesburg | Biloxi

By JACOB KUTCH
The Drawl Staff Writer

February is here and that means the spring
semester Phi Theta Kappa invitations are going
out.

Phi Theta Kappa is an international honors
society specifically for institutions offering
two-year degrees, providing numerous benefits
to the hardworking student, namely
scholarships. 

Involvement in PTK, as it is com-
monly called, adheres to the tenets of
leadership, scholarship, fellowship,
and service. There is ample opportu-
nity for a member to succeed in these
areas alongside the tangible benefits
of scholarships, networking, and
outreach.

If you receive an invitation this
month to PRCC’s chapter, Iota Mu,
it will be one of the greatest experi-
ences in your academic career to be a
part of it.

PTK scholarships are numerous throughout
Mississippi. Large universities like USM, Ole
Miss, and Mississippi State offer up to $8000 to
transferring students who have paid the mem-
bership dues as a member of Phi Theta Kappa.

Private colleges like Millsaps, William
Carey, and Belhaven also offer scholarships to
members, with the latter offering $15,000 per
year and the others offering thousands as well.

Some Mississippi universities even offer full-
ride scholarships, including Delta State and
Jackson State. 

Recruiters from all over the state come to Phi

Theta Kappa meetings trying to bring you to
them. Recognition from these universities is
not limited to money. You have the attention of
faculty and administration once you get to the
university as someone who has proven them-
selves worthy of Phi Theta Kappa.

The tenets of leadership, scholarship, fellow-
ship, and service developed with active in-
volvement in Phi Theta Kappa are what catch

the eyes of these administrators.
This is one of the most common

reasons that students join Phi Theta
Kappa: The skills a student learns
makes them a valuable transfer stu-
dent for universities. It is a clear sig-
nal that the student is ready to be a
successful student, and those active-
ly involved even more so as a tried
and tested student leader. 

Working with Phi Theta Kappa
will give you depth to these princi-
ples in learning to lead effectively,

behave studiously, serve your com-
munity, and build connections with likeminded
students. PTK can mold you into a very desir-
able student if you have what it takes.

If you have received an invitation to Phi
Theta Kappa and have proven yourself a dili-
gent student, speaking as an active member and
officer myself, it will be more than worth your
time and money to join.

I suggest paying the entry fee, getting in-
volved, becoming a better student, and seeing
where it may take you. Iota Mu will be happily
waiting for you.
n Jacob Kutch is a sophomore student

from Picayune.

Kutch

Phi Theta Kappa offers
great benefits to students 

Pearl River Community College student Colin Leake of Kiln checks his phone and fellow
student Ranada Gains of Picayune relaxes while giving blood Jan. 18, at a drive spon-
sored by the Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa. PRCC Public Relations photo

PTK blood drive 

Scholarships make college easier and, in
some cases, possible for many students at Pearl
River Community College.

The goal of PRCC Development Foundation
Executive Director Ernie Lovell is to be able to
award close to 500 scholarships worth
$500,000 in 2017-18.

“Over the past several years we have been
fortunate to have several leading foundations
and even the state Legislature support some
major gifts to our college foundation scholar-
ship program,” he said. “About six years ago,
we were awarding, on average, $250,000 to
$300,000 a year to students in scholarship sup-
port.”

The Legislature appropriated $2 million in
Restore Act funds to PRCC. The money has

been invested and provides 40 $1,000 scholar-
ships annually.

Austin Watson of Picayune received the Leo
Seal Scholarship, making enrollment at PRCC
possible.

“It was the building block of my education,”
he said. “Without it, I would have skipped col-
lege and joined the military.”

Watson also receives a partial scholarship as
a cheerleader and holds down a work-study job.

“It is obvious over the last several years that
many friends of the college and alumni alike
have found great satisfaction in investing their
charitable dollars in support of a student’s edu-
cation,” Lovell said. “I always tell our support-
ers, ‘Don’t give until it hurts; give until it feels
good’.”

Scholarship growth
hits a record high

By RAECHEL ZIMMERMAN
The Drawl Staff Writer

This semester is my last as a Wildcat, and it
will be a bittersweet one.

The accomplishments and friendships I have
made at PRCC are so numerous I can barely
keep track. I have served as an officer in Phi
Theta Kappa, the Honors College,
and Mu Alpha Theta.

These positions taught me respon-
sibility. They allowed me to grow as
a person, to learn my personal limits,
and most of all, prioritizing.

My involvement in campus life has
allowed me to connect with people in
ways I never thought possible. I truly
have a family here, with both the stu-
dents and faculty.

Drs. Ryan and Terri Ruckel have
been my biggest advocates, and with-
out them, I don’t know where I would
be. With their support and encouragement, I

now have the confidence to reach for the stars. 
All of my experiences under their guidance

have prepared me for the transition to universi-
ty. The sense of community at PRCC cannot be
rivaled. 

Freshmen, I cannot stress this enough: GET
INVOLVED.

Not only will your academic resume stand out
for scholarship opportunities, but your presence

at school will be even more appreci-
ated. School can be difficult, espe-
cially if you’re feeling lonely.

Go to club meetings. Go to the
Student Success Center and do
homework. Talk to people. Start
friendships. 

Whether you are transferring to an-
other school after PRCC, or you go
straight into the workforce, the les-
sons you’ve learned here will stick
with you. Make the most of it. 
n Raechel Zimmerman is a soph-

omore student from Purvis.  

Zimmerman

My time as a Wildcat
something I cherish

The String of Pearls perform during halftime of a recent basketball game at White Coliseum. 
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The 2016 practical nursing class at the Forrest County
Center of Pearl River Community College graduated Dec.
12, receiving diplomas and pins. The graduates are, seated
from left, Clay Hession of Purvis with honors; Alexesia
Williams of Hattiesburg, honors; Kayla Fairley of
Hattiesburg, National Association of Licensed Practical
Nurses Honors Student; Kaitlyn Jackson of Petal, NALPN
Honors Student; Ashley Mayfield and Mia Jefcoat, both of
Hattiesburg and NALPN Honors Students; standing,

Tamara Woullard of Hattiesburg, NALPN Honors Student;
Gonzalo Cordova of Sumrall, NALPN Honors Student;
Adison Craven of Oak Grove, honors and NALPN Honors
Student; Carlos Garcia of Petal, special honors and NALPN
Honors Student; Chyna Hill of Hattiesburg, special honors
and NALPN Honors Student; Delaney Turner of Picayune,
NALPN Honors Student; and JaShawn McLemore of
Lumberton, NALPN Honors Student. Dr. Melissa Bryant is
program chair. PRCC Public Relations photo

Practical nursing class

Surgical technology class

Respiratory care technology class

Surgical technology students received pins and diplomas
Dec. 12 in a graduation ceremony at the Forrest County
Center of Pearl River Community College. They are, seat-
ed from left, Madison Tate of Purvis, Kris Fischer of
Hattiesburg, Carley Turner of Foxworth, Seleina Edwards
of Collins, Alyssa Chandler of McNeil, Catherine Lamar of

Laurel; standing, Jackie Norman of Purvis, Dillon Morris of
Petal, Dana Peavy of Columbia, Ashley Thrash of Oak
Grove, Caitlyn Landrum of Picayune, Faith Poole of
Hattiesburg and Gabrielle Day of Collins. Tammy Allhoff is
program chair and instructor is Amber Struppa.
PRCC Public Relations photo

Respiratory care technology graduates at Pearl River
Community College’s Forrest County Center are, seated
from left, Shauna Hogan of Hattiesburg, with honors,
Renee` Pharr of Gulfport, highest honors; Cody Regan of
Foxworth, highest honors; Michael Smith of Poplarville,
Jerry Williams Jr. of Hattiesburg, honors; Alexander Turner
of Purvis, K’Draianna McNair of Hattiesburg; standing,
Danielle Warren of Collins, highest honors; Brittney
Mauldin of Seminary, honors; Destiny Broome of

Lumberton, highest honors; Kristen Dubuisson of
Diamondhead, honors; Casey Osbourn of Bay St. Louis,
Bridget Orr of Poplarville, highest honors; Kaiman Parker
of Petal, honors; Courtney Kempner of Moss Point, Megan
Morales of Diamondhead, honors; and Miranda Meaux of
Columbia, highest honors. They received diplomas and
pins in a ceremony Thursday, Dec. 8. Lori Anderson is
program chair. Instructors are Teena Mitchell and Kelli
Spears. PRCC Public Relations photo

Forrest County Center
department chairs play
fall schedule bingo re-
cently while working
on the Fall 2017
schedule. The depart-
ment chairs were
working through a
planning activity de-
signed to help them vi-
sualize where during
the day/week classes
are being scheduled.
The point of the activi-
ty is to find gaps and
discuss how to make
revisions that will bet-
ter serve the needs of
the students.

2017 fall
schedule 
bingo

By CHELSIE DOBBINS
FCC Advisor/Recruiter

This is the moment. See the
opportunity, then seize the op-
portunity! 

Students, faculty, and staff,
take advantage of the many
opportunities this month at the
Forrest County Center. 

If you are interested in en-
rolling in late-start classes, the
Advisement Center in the
Student Services office is con-
tinuing to register students for
second eight-week courses,
both online and face-to-face.  
n Calling all students inter-

ested in the Dental Hygiene
program. 

If you are applying for the
Dental Hygiene program, the
deadline to submit the applica-
tion is Friday, Feb. 24. There
will be an information session
held Feb. 2 in the Allied Health
building in Room 162 at 6 p.m.
For information and to RSVP,
contact Lisa Evans at 601-554-
5509.
n The PRCC Honors

Institute would like to invite
you to the Honors Faculty
Lecture Series on Tuesday,
Feb. 7 at 12:15 p.m. in the
multipurpose room of building
5. Amanda Blair, chemistry in-
structor, will present
“Chemistry: It’s All Around
Us.” 
n Every Wednesday at

noon, the Baptist Student
Union Lunch Encounter meets
at the multipurpose room. We
invite all students, staff, and

faculty to join. You will be
served lunch as well as a brief
devotion.
n On Tuesday, Feb. 14 at 10

a.m. in the multipurpose room,
the Physical Therapy Assistant
program is providing an infor-
mation session. Any student
interested in applying for the
PTA program is encouraged to
attend. 

At 11a.m. on Feb. 14, the
Forrest County Center is host-
ing our Black History Month
Presentation in the multipur-
pose room. 

Clint Martin, renowned avi-
ation artist, historian, and re-
tired veteran, is our featured
speaker. We invite all to attend
this enlightening seminar. 
n On Monday, Feb. 20, the

induction ceremony for Beta
Tau Gamma Chapter of Phi
Theta Kappa will take place in
the multipurpose room from 4-
8 p.m.

A representative from
Mississippi State University
will be the featured speaker
during the induction.

All students, staff, and facul-
ty be advised that all campuses
of PRCC will be closed
Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 27-
28, for Mardi Gras Holiday.
Night classes DO meet. 

Please keep those affected
by the impact of the recent tor-
nado in your thoughts and
prayers, including our friends
at William Carey University.
Make this a great semester and
remember to seize the many
opportunities available to you.

Full calendar
of activities
set at FCC

By DR. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to The Drawl 

Students often ask me, at
Pearl River, as well as gradu-
ate students at William Carey
University, “how to study?” 

Since I’ve been a student
for most of my life, most re-
cently at a French language
immersion school in France
where you were charged one
euro for every word you said
in your native tongue, I share
my own technique that I’ve
developed over the years. 

It’s a simple five-step
model that works best in the
liberal arts.

When I have a long reading
assignment, the first thing I do
is read the summary that is
generally at the end of each
chapter. 

While this may seem anti-
climactic and akin to reading
the last page of a novel first, I
now have a “road map” in my
mind and I know where the
author is going.

The next thing I do is to
make sure that I know the
meaning of the key words and
terms that are usually listed in
the summary. I may have to
look them up in the glossary,
but that’s okay and worth the
time it takes.

For step 3, I carefully read
the text of the chapter itself,
noting the key words and
terms that I remember from
the summary. Then, I go back
and re-read the summary.

Finally, before a test, I go
through the text again, read-
ing it softly aloud to myself,
and usually finding that it
seems familiar to me. 

Of course, it’s very impor-
tant that I have paid attention
in class, taken good notes, and
completed all of my home-
work.

I’ve later learned that “my”
plan is a variation of a well-
known and time-tested read-
ing comprehension method

called “SQ3R,” outlined in
1946 by Francis P. Robinson
in his book Effective Study;
however, our goals are the
same and which any student
of psychology will recognize:
to move information through
the three stages of memory:
“sensory” (a few seconds),
“short-term” or working
(about seven items for 15 to
30 seconds), and into “long-
term” which is, theoretically,
forever.

The abbreviation of
Robinson’s method, “SQ3R,”
stands for Survey, Question,
Read, Recite, and Review,
and we are both recommend-
ing the same thing. 

Research shows that infor-
mation processing in short-
term memory includes several
steps: a) scanning the infor-
mation in sensory memory
and selecting some of it as
worthy of attention; b) encod-
ing; c) rehearsal; and d) fur-
ther encoding that allows the
information to be copied to
long-term memory. Encoding
can be acoustic, visual, or se-
mantic (or meaning). 

Oddly enough, we encode to
long-term memory faster
acoustically; that’s why I soft-
ly read the text aloud to my-
self.

I’ve never claimed to be the
sharpest knife in the drawer,
but I have learned how to
study, albeit late in life. I’m one
of those who learned too late
how important grades are. 

On my first ship in the Navy,
they thought I was smart and
recommended me to attend the
United States Naval Academy. 

I passed the entrance exam,
but when my high school tran-
script from Lumberton ar-
rived, they took one look and
sent me back to the ranks.
n Dr. Benny Hornsby is

an adjunct instructor of so-
ciology and English at Pearl
River Community College.

How to study
effectively
important
Set your agenda
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By TERRI CLARK
Director of Adult Education 

It has often been said that the
best teachers teach from the
heart. 

I think we all remember that
one elementary school teacher
who “pulled at our heart strings,”
or even inspired us to pursue a
career in the field of education. 

Today, there are numerous
studies that prove good teaching
requires more than knowledge of
the subject area. I certainly will
not bore you with those statistics.
Instead, I will share what I get to
witness frequently within Adult
Education at PRCC. 

From time to time over the past
two years, I have found myself in
the position of a learner, rather
than a director, as I am engaged
in one of the ABE classes.

Many may think of Adult Basic
Education as that “one room

school house” where students sit
quietly working on their GED
coursework: False. 

I am often fascinated with the
passion and enthusiasm dis-
played by ABE teachers and in
their teaching methods. 

Some have word walls dis-
played to assist reading-language
arts students with challenging
words and definitions. 

Others have a classroom skele-
ton, in which the class named and
actively uses this teaching tool
for science high school equiva-
lency prep. 

You may find one teacher with
students outside measuring vari-
ous ramps or campus objects to
drive home the understanding of
slope or Pythagorean theory. 

Or one of my favorites is sit-
ting back and listening to our
ESL students repeat new context
words translated from Spanish to
English by their instructor. 

ABE instructors have the abili-

ty to “teach outside the box” and
allow adults the opportunity to
enjoy their education while pur-
suing their high school equiva-
lency diploma. 

Here is my list of top character-
istics of a good ABE teacher.
Making that list was easy: I sim-
ply spent time in some of our
ABE classrooms. And this is
what I saw:
n Contagious enthusiasm
n Engaging and creative
n Caring and approachable 
n Challenging and driven
There is a line in Saint-

Exupery’s The Little Prince that
applies to any endeavor in life,
but especially in teaching.

It reads, “That which is essen-
tial cannot be seen with the eye.
Only with the heart can one know
it rightly.” 

I am so fortunate to work
alongside many teachers who
“see it with their heart.” 

Thank you to Adult Education.

What makes a great adult education teacher? 

The ABE teaching staff at PRCC includes from left; Front row: Tina Smith, Sarah
Gibson, Ruby Smith, Amber Floyd, Bonnie Dillienkoffer, Lucretia Carpenter,
Kenyetta Durr, Candice Benoit, Mary Beth Buchanan, Terri Clark and Chris Maul.
Second row - Cory Page, Deloris Butler, Patricia Magee, Cheryl Barnes Miller,
Darby Lenoir, Jennifer Bali, Diane Crutchfield, Katelyn Ladner, Leslie Donati,
Missy Crenshaw, Rebecca Entrekin, Rose Ingram, Tabitha Craft. They teach
classes at the Hancock Center, the Picayune WIN Center, the Poplarville cam-
pus, the Hattiesburg WIN Center and the Forrest County Center.

When a group from PRCC
volunteered to clean tornado
debris from yards along
Springfield Road, they
thought they were helping
strangers. 

But they soon ran into an
old friend - Vivian Hicks who
earned her GED in 2014 at age
74 through the Adult Basic
Education program.

“Vivian Hicks truly cap-
tured the hearts of adult educa-
tion at Pearl River Community
College,” said Terri Clark,
ABE director. “While she was
a student at PRCC ABE, the
staff grew close to Miss
Vivian. They shared life sto-
ries and loved her sheer deter-
mination to finish her educa-
tion.”

Hicks left school at age 14,
traveled with her Marine
Corps husband, then worked
for 25 years as a housekeeping
supervisor in Gulfport.
Hurricane Katrina sent her
back to her hometown.

The volunteers had finished
clearing one yard when Mrs.
Hicks came out of her house.

“Leslie Donati, ABE in-
structor, ran to hug Miss
Vivian and make sure she was
ok,” Clark said. “We were all
overjoyed to see our former
student.

Miss Vivian Hicks (center) welcomed PRCC’s Terri Clark
(left) and Leslie Donati with open arms when they arrived
to help clean her yard of tornado debris.

“Miss Vivian weathered the
tornado ok. Her house had
major damage, but her spirit
did not. She still displayed
that determination to rebuild
and overall zest in life.”

The ABE staff uses Mrs.
Hicks’ story to inspire other
students. 

“Now, we got the opportu-
nity to impact her life,” Clark
said. “It was a small gesture of
a few hours helping clean her
yard. This small gesture
brought back teachers and a
former student and reconnect-
ed a bond even a tornado can-
not break.”

PRCC volunteers help
GED graduate recover

Wildcats lend a hand

PRCC Forrest County Center instructors, from left, Greg Underwood, Nikki Page and
Nicole Watkins help clear debris from a home following the tornado.

Instructors Tiffany Landry (left) and Doug Donahue (right) remove some of the heavier
tree limbs from a damaged home from the Jan. 21 tornado.

Instructors Chris Maul (left) and Nikki Page (right) remove some of the tree limbs from a
damaged home.

The tornado that swept through Hattiesburg
and Petal before dawn on Saturday, Jan. 21
missed the Forrest County Center by about a
mile.

The EF3 tornado traveled north of the campus
near William Carey Parkway and heavily dam-
aged the Salvation Army, the Carey campus and
surrounding neighborhoods. 

Although the Forrest County Center was un-
damaged, classes the following Monday were can-
celled because electrical power had not been re-
stored. Normal operations resumed the next day.

When the tornado moved across the Leaf
River into Petal, it damaged the home of PRCC
choral director LaDona Tyson and destroyed the
home of her mother. Tyson, her family and her
mother all escaped injury. 

“We are so thankful for our PRCC family,”
she said. “We have heard from so many col-
leagues and friends and have felt so loved. We
could never truly express our gratitude.”

Dr. William Lewis, PRCC president, estab-
lished a relief fund to assist members of the
PRCC family and Carey.

“Every penny will go to aid the victims of this
storm,” Lewis said in an email to faculty and staff.
“You have been kind and so generous in the past.
This time the tragedy is on our doorstep and peo-
ple that we know and love have been impacted.”

Through Monday, approximately $1,200 had
been donated.

Other PRCC efforts have included:
n Students, employees and area residents do-

nated hundreds of relief supply items which
were delivered to St. Thomas and Holy Rosary
catholic churches. 
n Twelve Forrest County Center employees

and 10 students volunteered Monday, Jan. 23,

clearing storm debris from yards in Petal. 
n Nine students from Poplarville volunteered

in Hattiesburg Friday under the sponsorship of
the Student Life Center. 

“I try to help out whenever I can because I
know what it’s like to lose everything,” said
Joshua Sumrall of Kokomo. Fire, flood and
Hurricane Katrina cost him possessions, he said. 

Trajan Sanford’s family home in Petal sus-
tained only minor damage so he took advantage
of the opportunity to help others.

“It’s the right thing to do,” he said.
A smaller group worked in Hattiesburg Tuesday,

Jan. 24, helping clean up debris around the
Rebecca Ave. home of the Rev. Samuel Mack.
n Thirteen Wildcat soccer players and 13

Lady Wildcat players paid their own $10 entry
fees to participate in a fundraising tournament
put together by the Hattiesburg World Cup or-
ganization.
n The Baptist Student Union collected $10

and $25 gift cards and money to buy cards to be
distributed by the BSU at Carey. Approximately
$600 had been donated by Friday. Donations can
be made online at www.prccbsu.com.
n The dental hygiene department at the

Forrest County Center collected pet supplies for
the Hub City Humane Society.
n PRCC athletic director Jeff Long worked

with his counterparts at Carey to arrange for the
Crusader women’s and men’s basketball teams
to play games on Feb. 9 and 25 at White
Coliseum. 
n Hundreds of PRCC faculty, staff and stu-

dents volunteered individually through church-
es, civic organizations and relief agencies as well
as making donations of money and goods to help
tornado victims.

PRCC family pitches in
to help tornado victims

The tornado that ravaged Hattiesburg and
Petal will have long-term devastating effects for
the Pine Belt, but for one Pearl River
Community College psychology class the show
went on thanks to the Pine Belt Area
Development Partnership.

The Forrest County Center was unscathed by
the tornado. 

However, electricity was a problem for a
weekend psychology class that was scheduled
to meet at the Forrest County Center just a few
short hours after the tornado plowed through.

Dr. Jana Causey, vice president for Forrest
County operations, scrambled to figure out a
plan to continue the class. Some of the students
drove from Columbia and Poplarville and need-

ed the class to continue for reasons including fi-
nancial ramifications and future planning.

A phone call to the Area Development
Partnership produced immediate help.

Todd Jackson, vice president for economic
development at the Hattiesburg Area
Development Partnership, answered that call
with a fully-equipped meeting facility in which
he supervised himself on Sunday afternoon at
the Lake Terrace Convention Center where the
ADP has offices.

“We are so thankful that the Area
Development Partnership helped us keep this
class going. We call on them often, and they are
always willing to go the extra mile,” said Dr.
Causey. 

ADP lends PRCC a helping hand

Unloading supplies from Louisiana were, from left, Allison Aultman, Stephanie Aultman,
PRCC assistant football coaches Nathan Wiggins and Matt Monacelli, Greg Aultman and
Carol Williams, PRCC social media coordinator.

Members of the PRCC football team helped unload a truckload of supplies. Pictured are
from left:  PRCC player Gerald Bell, Tonya Aultman, Craig Aultman, PRCC players
Ladarrius Rudd and Javon Brown. 

Louisiana group lends helping hand
Some familiar faces to PRCC made the two and

one-half hour drive from Gonzalez, La. Saturday
to deliver relief supply items as part of the col-
lege’s effort to aid victims in the Jan. 21 tornado
in the Pine Belt area.

“We were so blessed when the college came
over to help us when we were flooded last sum-
mer that we wanted to give something back,” said
Greg Lambert, one of the group of five residents
from St. Amant, La., who delivered two truck-

loads of supplies such as water, mops, chemicals,
brooms, tarps, paper products, diapers, formulas,
soap, games for kids and kids’ coats.

Members of the PRCC football team, coaches
and players, helped move the supplies into the
PRCC Wellness Center, where it will be loaded
this week and delivered to the Hattiesburg area.

Last October, the Louisiana group visited
PRCC for Homecoming and was named Fans of
the Game.
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MACJC Legislative Appreciation luncheon
Pearl River Community
College administrators, fac-
ulty and students were in-
volved in the annual MACJC
Legislative Appreciation
Luncheon Jan. 24 in
Jackson.
Left: PRCC administrators
visited with a host of legisla-
tors from south Mississippi.
They include from left: Rep.
Chris Johnson of Forrest
County, Dr. Scott
Alsobrooks, Dr. Jennifer
Seal, Sen. Philip Moran of
Kiln, PRCC President
William Lewis, Rep. Larry
Byrd of Petal, Roger Knight,
Rep. John Corley of
Poplarville and Dr. Adam
Breerwood.

Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves visits with PRCC family members, from left, Dr. Scott Alsobrooks,
student Patrick Scott of Biloxi, Lt. Gov. Reeves, Dr. Adam Breerwood, and PRCC stu-
dents Zach Berry of Sumrall and Jenna Lee of Picayune.

Rep. Brad Touchstone of Lamar County visits with PRCC family members, from left, Dr.
Scott Alsobrooks, Dr. Adam Breerwood, student Patrick Scott of Biloxi, Rep. Touchstone, ,
and PRCC students Zach Berry of Sumrall and Jenna Lee of Picayune.

Sen. Angela Burks Hill of Picayune and Rep. Brad Touchstone of
Lamar County visit with PRCC administrators. Pictured from left,
Dr. Ed Pinero, Dr. Adam Breerwood, Sen. Hill, Rep. Touchstone,
Dr. Jana Causey and Dr. Scott Alsobrooks.

PRCC adjunct percussion teacher Jeff Brown pro-
vided a portion of the entertainment during the
MACJC luncheon in Jackson. 
PRCC Public Relations photos.

Pictured are from left: Rep. Chris Johnson of Forrest
County, Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, Rep. John Corley of
Poplarville, Dr. Jennifer Seal, vice president for planning
and research, and Sen. Philip Moran of Kiln.

11th Health Symposium
proves very successful 

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community
College celebrated mothers, daughters and sis-
ters Saturday, Jan. 28, at the 11th annual
Women’s Health Symposium.

“Today is about you,” guest speaker Linda
Larsen said. “You don’t get the credit you de-
serve. But today you will.”

The day provided approximately 500
women valuable health information and
screenings, shopping and entertainment, lunch
and words of humor and wisdom from Larsen.

Joy and happiness are healthier than their
opposites and individuals control the way
events affect them, she said.

“We give situations names all the time,” she
said. “What you name the thing is what it ulti-
mately becomes.”

She encouraged the women to believe in
their own resiliency but recognize when it is
time to get professional help.

“Everyone in this room has had something
happen that makes them stronger, more com-
passionate,” she said.

The symposium featured a panel of six
healthcare professionals who talked about their
areas of expertise: Dr. Omolara Y. Otaigbe of
Merit Health, hormone replacement therapy;
Dr. Arthur C. Martin of Hattiesburg Clinic,
heart disease; Dr. Rob Robertson, Southern
Bone and Joint Specialists, foot and ankle
health; Gina Rivero, FNP-C, Highland
Community Hospital, diabetes; PRCC alum-

nus Dr. Janice Touchstone, Terrace Hill Dental
Center, dental health; and Dr. Jennifer
Trihoulis, Pearl River County Hospital and
Nursing Home, depression.

Dr. Shana Allen, director of the PRCC den-
tal hygiene program, moderated the panel.

The Voices, under the direction of PRCC
choral director LaDona Tyson, provided lunch-
eon entertainment. 

Grand sponsor for the symposium was the
Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation. Silver
sponsors were Hancock Bank, Valley Services,
Pearl River County Hospital and Nursing
Home, Mississippi Power Co. and Wal-Mart
Supercenter of Picayune.

Bronze sponsors were BankPlus, First
National Bank of Picayune, Hattiesburg Clinic,
Highland Community Hospital, Merit Health
Wesley and Southern Bone and Joint
Specialists. 

More than 125 door prizes were given away
during the day. The grand prize - a bench cre-
ated by the welding department at the Forrest
County Center and valued at $2,000 - went to
Chellie Amacker of Poplarville.

Additional PRCC students partcipating in-
cluded associate degree nursing, cosmetology,
Wildcat Wellness Center, Honors Institute, art
program; medical laboratory technology and
dental hygiene at the Forrest County Center. 
n The 12th Women’s Health Symposium

will be held Saturday, Jan. 27.

Speaker Linda Larsen as LL Cool Mom

Medical laboratory technology students Lydia Smith of Picayune, second from left, and
LaQuavier Benton of Hattiesburg check cholesterol levels for Ashton Harlon of Poplarville,
left, and Sarah Barone of Picayune. 

Judy Britt of Hattiesburg has her blood pres-
sure checked by associate degree nursing
student Lauren Abercrombie of Picayune.

Carolyn Lee of Picayune gets her blood
pressure numbers from associate degree
nursing student Tiernay Henry of Poplarville.

Dental hygiene student Valen Williams of
Hattiesburg hands out information dressed
as a tooth.

Dr. Janice Touchstone, a PRCC alumnus,
talks about dental health during the
Women’s Health Symposium.

Left, Participants move
through the Health Fair in the
west dining room. Right,
Maria Diamond of Picayune,
left, and Theresa Anderson of
Carriere share at laugh at the
Women’s Health Symposium.

PRCC Public Relations 
photos 
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

TRANSFER SUPPORT
• The state’s flagship university set an 

enrollment record for the 22nd consecutive 
year including transfer students from 
every community college in Mississippi.

• Recently named to the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Roll, Ole Miss was the only institution 
in Mississippi honored as one of the 
top four-year colleges creating dynamic 
pathways to support transfer students.

SCHOLARSHIPS 
• Students with a 3.0 GPA on 48 transferrable 

community college hours receive $6,000 
($3,000/year  for two years). PTK students 
with a 3.5 GPA on 48 transferrable 
community college hours receive two 
scholarships valued at $16,000  
($8,000/year for two years).

BE PART OF OUR FAMILY!
MAJORS YOU NEED 
FOR THE CAREER YOU WANT
• Ole Miss is home to over 90 academic majors, 

including Mississippi’s oldest School of Engineering 
and nationally ranked programs in accountancy, 
pharmacy and education.

Schedule your visit online: OLEMISS.EDU/VISIT 

The best way to 
experience Ole Miss  
is firsthand!

By CHUCK ABADIE
Director of Public Relations

Brian Montgomery’s self-published
book, The Nice Entrepreneur, is a per-
sonal account of his own journey with
cancer. 

Following surgery in 2003 to remove a
tumor in his spine, and according to the
biopsy results, the tumor was malignant.
His blood was also infected due to a rare
blood disorder related to acute leukemia. 

“Although I had never dealt with can-
cer before, the doctor’s response left no
doubt that I was in trouble,” writes
Montgomery.

“He’s considered late stage four,” the
doctor told Brian (38 years-old at the
time), his wife Brenda, and a close
friend. “We asked about treatment op-
tions, and the doctor replied that there
was no known treatment for this diagno-
sis. He estimated that I had about six
months to live.”

Montgomery, who grew up in
Columbia and received an associate’s de-
gree in Electronics Technology from
Pearl River Community College in 1985,
did not retreat into anger or self-pity. 

As he writes in The Nice Entrepreneur,
“I thanked the doctor and looked at our
friend and said, ‘Please go get me a ham-
burger steak dinner with ketchup. I’m
going to need all the energy I can get, be-
cause we are going to fight this’.”

The Nice Entrepreneur is a raw yet real
account of his battle and how he over-
came this treacherous disease to build a
multi-million-dollar company called
CREST Services, a medical equipment
service industry born in 1999 and based
in Coppell, Texas. 

Montgomery says his parents were the
most influential people in his early life.
“They were workers with servant hearts
who lived their lives for others,” he said.
They moved from New Orleans to
Columbia to be near ailing grandparents. 

His first taste of entrepreneurship
began with a lawnmower as a kid, when
he learned the importance of customer
service. “Most of my clients were older

people ... I never set a price. I simply told
them, ‘pay me what it’s worth and what
you can afford,’ and I was never disap-
pointed.”

Montgomery’s ultimate goal, one he
set as a high school senior, was to work
an inside, air-conditioned job. “My first
long-term goal: to wear a tie to work.”

That meant making good grades in
high school and college. The money he
made allowed him to enroll at Pearl
River, undecided on a major. “Being an
average student at best, I felt my options
were limited. After meeting with college
counselors and assessing my skills, I de-
cided to learn electronics so that I could
repair copiers and office equipment.”

His electronics teachers at PRCC were
Walt Brunner and Rowe Kneves. He
lived on campus his freshman year and
commuted with friends his sophomore
year. He finished first in his class.

“My struggles were on the academic
side with reading and writing,” he said.
“But on the technical side, I was pretty
good. I think going technical is the way
to go. Too many people want easy, high-
paying jobs. That is not the future today.”

In May 1985, he went to work at
Forrest General Hospital as a biomedical
equipment technician, making $5.75 an
hour. “Who knew at age 20, you could
work in a hospital, fix medical equip-
ment, work directly with doctors and
nurses, and see live surgeries, all while
wearing a tie.”

He met his wife, Brenda, in 1982, an
outstanding athlete in high school. Her
playing career was cut short when she
developed a heart problem, requiring a
pacemaker.  They married in 1987 and
moved to East Texas, where Brian was
working with medical equipment repair.

Brian’s book goes on to discuss his
business experiences, how he climbed up
the corporate ladder, and how he applied
four basic principles that took him far:
Learn It, Love It, Live It and: Pursue It.

He quit one company when he felt its
success was overshadowing employee-
management relations. While Brenda
worked as an accountant, Brian looked

for work. 
His new company, CREST Services,

began as a consultant company, working
in the area of medical equipment servic-
es. He began by working at home and
reaching out to contacts. In no time, com-
pany revenues topped $1 million.  From
2002 to 2003, revenue increased from
$2.5 million to $4.1 million.

It was around that time that severe
back pains would change his family - that
now included two sons - forever.    

In 2012, Modern healthcare named
CREST Services one of the top 20 out-
sourcing firms for the seventh year in a
row. “We had established a successful
employee orientated company using
John Maxwell’s theory of 360-degree
leadership to drive a healthy financial
bottom line.”

“I never thought of myself as an entre-
preneur, but by definition, I guess I am,”
Brian writes. “I was happy working for
someone else as long as I believed in the
company, but sometimes circumstances
dictate a change, and change can be
good.”

On Dec. 20, 2013, they sold the com-
pany for a sizeable amount. “We felt ex-
citement and regret, happiness and sad-
ness,” he writes.

“I’ve turned 51 since writing this book
and am living proof that doctors don’t al-
ways know what’s going to happen. I feel
better than I have ever felt in my life, and
I’m in better shape than I’ve been in
years ... Today, Brenda and I are enjoying
part two of our story. We continue to
check off items on our bucket list, and
somehow we keep adding to it as we go.”

The Montgomery family divides time
between their home in Dallas and their
recently-completed beach home in
Belize, another bucket-list item. 

Others include setting up trust funds
for his sons, which they can’t touch until
they are 35, and funding college for some
nieces and nephews.  

Said Brian, “Other than that, Brenda
and I live our lives on a salary. Not bad
for two country folks with little educa-
tion and no money.”    

Brian Montgomery file
Born: Columbia
Education: Associate’s degree, Pearl River Community
College, Electronics Technology, 1985
Family: Wife, Brenda; sons Brice, 25 (Texas A&M gradu-
ate, lives in Houston); Braden, 19, Texas A&M student.  
Residence: Lives near Dallas; spends time at second home
in Belize.
n To order a  copy of Brian Montgomery’s book, go to: 
http://theniceentrepreneur.com/#my_book

This PRCC graduate found 
success despite disorder
Brian Montgomery was tops in his
Electronics Tech class in Poplarville

Brian Montgomery and his wife, Brenda

By TONIA MOODY
Director of Admissions and Records

As the spring semester begins, this seems to be a great
time for new beginnings.  

Many of us made New Year’s resolutions; some of us
have kept them while others have let them fall by the
wayside. As you are completing your time at The River
and planning for transfer to a university or college or
headed into the workforce, remember that you need
total commitment in order to achieve your goal of a
higher education.  

Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt took less than 10 sec-
onds to cover the one-hundred-meter distance on the
Olympic track and won the gold medal in the 2016 Rio
Olympics. In those few seconds, he cemented his status
as the “fastest man alive” and placed himself on the
winner’s podium for the third time.

However, the race was not won in those seconds, it
was won by hours and hours of practice, workouts,
weightlifting, special diet, and coaching.  

Reaching your goal of obtaining a degree takes com-
mitment and is not won in the performance, but in the
preparation. 

How are you preparing yourself for your college
courses? If your education is
your goal, then your desire for
that educational goal will force
you to have to sacrifice some
things. The difference between
success and failure is not the
will, anyone can have the will,
but the level of commitment that
we make will determine the suc-
cess of your efforts.

The challenges that you may
face while in college include ac-
ademic, social, responsibility,
independence, financial, and
balance of personal, school and work time.  

Getting started with anything is easy, just like starting
our New Year’s resolution was easy. The hard part is in
the endurance. 

When your motivation seems low and your commit-
ment and determination are tested, just keep pushing
through. Motivation is energy that helps you achieve
your goals and it is necessary for success. When you see
your motivation is low, setting priorities is essential.

Keep a routine and guard your time, don’t let unnec-
essary things steal your time, use a daily planner and
check off what you’ve done so you can see the accom-
plishments youíve achieved, and start the important
stuff right away - don’t procrastinate.  

Remember, commitment requires strong self-disci-
pline and persistence, that inner voice that urges us to
keep on keeping on. If you are able to hang in and not
give up and work toward your goals and dreams a little
each day, you will eventually achieve them. When you
are committed, anything is possible.

Commit to your education at The River and don’t
give up, graduate! 

Moody

Stay committed,
don’t give up,
and graduate 



Delta State University students don’t just sit in a classroom. They operate world 
class recording studios, fly commercial planes, create art sculptures and use 
drones to build maps — just to name a few. Check out our nationally-recognized 
programs in entertainment industry studies, aviation, geospatial technology, fashion 
merchandising, nursing and education — hands-on learning that is sure to inspire.

WWW.DELTASTATE.EDU • 1.800.GO.TO.DSU
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“Dr. Lewis’ impact on Pearl River

Community College and the State of
Mississippi is immeasurable,” said Breerwood.

“I am blessed for having the opportunity to
serve with him for 17 years. His experience,
wisdom and insight to the field of education
were evident every day. He has set a standard of
excellence and long-term vision for our institu-
tion and his legacy will live forever in the rich
history and tradition of PRCC. He will be
missed.” 

Lewis, a native of Clinton, earned a
Bachelor’s degree from Mississippi College as
well as the Master’s and Doctoral degrees from
the University of Southern Mississippi. 

During his service to the state’s public educa-
tion system, his experiences as a professional
educator have included teaching, coaching, and
administrative assignments in Mississippi’s
public schools, community colleges, and uni-
versities.

In 1991, he was appointed superintendent of
the Petal School District. During his tenure, the
Petal schools consistently ranked among the top
districts in Mississippi on statewide measure-
ments of student achievement.  

The Public Education Forum of Mississippi
named Dr. Lewis as executive director in
January 1998. In this role he was responsible for
directing the activities of a business-support or-
ganization established to promote improvement
in the state’s public education system.

During homecoming activities at Mississippi
College in October 1999, Dr. Lewis was pre-
sented the College’s Distinguished Alumni
Award from the Department of Teacher
Education.

In 2014, he was inducted into the Alumni Hall
of Fame at the University of Southern
Mississippi.

Dr. Lewis is married to the former Janet
Ladner of Gulfport.  They have two children:
Kelli and Jay, and four grandchildren.

DR. LEWIS

Throughout his 17-year career as the president of Pearl River Community College, Dr. Lewis has been a strong advocate for community colleges with the State Legislature.

Above, PRCC Board of Trustees members H.R. Nobles (right) of Petal and Frank Ladner
(center) of Hancock County congratulate PRCC President William Lewis after his retire-
ment announcement during January’s monthly board meeting. Below, Board of Trustee
member Don Welsh of Pearl River County, and former director of career and technical
education programs, congratulates Dr. Lewis after his retirement announcement.

Pearl River Community College
Presidents 1921-present
1921-26           James Andrew Huff

1926-32           Simeon Lafayette Stringer

1932-36           Joseph Forrest Stuart

1936-37           Arthur Benjamin Nicholson

1937-42           Robert Edward Lee Sutherland

1942-53           Reese Dermont McLendon

1953-67           Garvin Howell Johnston

1967-86           Marvin Ross White

1986-2000       Ted J. Alexander

-----

July 2000-June 2017 William A. Lewis

July 2017 - TBA        Adam Breerwood

Thursday, Feb. 2 - Ping pong
tournament, 7 p.m., Student Life
Center

Friday, Feb. 3 - Mississippi
Showchoir Contest, 3 p.m.,
Brownstone Center

Saturday, Feb. 4 - Mississippi
Showchoir Contest, 8 a.m.-10 p.m.,
Brownstone Center 

Monday, Feb. 6 - SGA movie
night, 8 p.m., Student Life Center

Tuesday, Feb. 7 - Honors Lecture
by Amanda Blair, 12:15 p.m., FCC
multipurpose room

Deep River gospel choir, 6:30 p.m.,
Malone Chapel

Priority worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Motivational speaker Inky Johnson,
6:30 p.m., Brownstone Center; $30
tickets, $25 group rate

SGA bingo night, 8 p.m., Student
Life Center

Wednesday, Feb. 8 - Forrest
County Center BSU Lunch
Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose
room 

FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone
Chapel

Late Night Bible student, 8:30
p.m., BSU

Thursday, Feb. 9 - Lunch
Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU

Chamber of Commerce Lunch and
Learn, 11:30 a.m., Cafeteria west din-
ing room

Lunch and Learn on advisement

tips, 12:15 p.m., FCC multipurpose
room

Friday, Feb. 10 - Friday Funday
Kayak Trip, details to be announced

Mississippi Choral Festival for
high school choirs, Brownstone
Center

Wildcat Invitational Softball
Tournament,10-8 p.m., Wildcat
Stadium; PRCC plays at 12 p.m., 8
p.m.

Mississippi Honors Conference,
Woodall Center

Saturday, Feb. 11 - Wildcat
Invitational Softball Tournament, 10
a.m.-6 p.m., Wildcat Stadium; PRCC
plays at 10 a.m., 6 p.m.

Mississippi Honors Conference, 9
a.m.-3 p.m., Brownstone Center 

Monday, Feb. 13 - Black History
Concert and premier of Take My
Hand, 7 p.m., Brownstone Center 

Tuesday, Feb. 14 - Deep River
gospel choir, 6:30 p.m., Malone
Chapel

Priority worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Valentines date night, details to be

announced
Wednesday, Feb. 15 - Forrest

County Center BSU Lunch
Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose
room FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone
Chapel

Late Night Bible student, 8:30
p.m., BSU

Thursday, Feb. 16 - Lunch

Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
Friday, Feb. 17 - PRCC baseball

opens season vs Southeastern Iowa
CC, 1 p.m. doubleheader, Wildcat
Stadium 

PRCC Band Clinic for secondary
students, 3-9 p.m., Brownstone
Center

Saturday, Feb. 18 - Mississippi
Science Olympiad Gulf South
Regional Tournament, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

PRCC Band Clinic for secondary
students, 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Brownstone
Center 

PRCC baseball opens season host-
ing Southeastern (Iowa) CC, 1 p.m.,
Athletic Complex

Tuesday, Feb. 21 - Deep River
gospel choir, 6:30 p.m., Malone
Chapel

Priority worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday, Feb. 22 - Forrest

County Center BSU Lunch
Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose
room 

FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone
Chapel

Late Night Bible student, 8:30
p.m., BSU

Thursday, Feb. 23 - Lunch
Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU

Miss PRCC Wildcat scholarship
pageant, 6 p.m., Brownstone Center

Monday & Tuesday, Feb. 27 & 28
- Mardi Gras holiday

Wednesday, March 1 - Forrest

County Center BSU Lunch
Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose
room 

FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone
Chapel

Late Night Bible student, 8:30
p.m., BSU

Thursday, March 2 - Of
Wardrobes and Rings: Tolkien, Lewis
... and the Last Goodbye; 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center, free admission 

Kickball tournament, details to be
announced

Monday, March 6 - Spades card
tournament, 8 p.m., Student Life
Center

Wednesday, March 8 - Career
Fair, 9-11 a.m., Technology Center 

Forrest County Center BSU Lunch
Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose
room 

FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone
Chapel

Late Night Bible student, 8:30
p.m., BSU

Friday, March 10 - Dorms close at
4 p.m.

Saturday, March 11 - PRCC High
School Invitational Softball
Tournament, 9:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.,
Wildcat Stadium

Sunday, March 12 - Daylight sav-
ing time begins, 2 a.m.

Monday-Friday, March 13-17 -
Spring break

Sunday, March 19 - Dorms open

at 1 p.m.
Monday, March 20 - Iota Mu Phi

Theta Kappa induction, 6 p.m.,
Brownstone Center 

Tuesday, March 21 - Deep River
gospel choir, 6:30 p.m., Malone
Chapel

Priority worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday, March 22 - Forrest

County Center BSU Lunch
Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose
room 

FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone
Chapel

Late Night Bible student, 8:30
p.m., BSU

Thursday, March 23 - The Heart
Behind the Music featuring Will
Champlin, John Ford Coley, Brandon
Lay, Richie McDonald, 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center; $20 and $30

Tuesday, March 27 - Deep River
gospel choir, 6:30 p.m., Malone
Chapel

Priority worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday, March 28 - Forrest

County Center BSU Lunch
Encounter, 12 p.m., multipurpose
room 

FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone
Chapel

Late Night Bible student, 8:30
p.m., BSU

Thursday, March 29 - 3 on 3 bas-
ketball tournment, 7 p.m, Student
Life Center

Calendar of events 

Dr. Lewis, surrounded by students, speaks at one of the many Capitol Days in Jackson.  

Dr. Lewis is pictured, from left, with former PRCC president Marvin R. White, former dean of
vocational-technical affairs James Sones, and former PRCC president Ted J. Alexander.

PRCC President William
Lewis is pictured with U.S.
Rep. Roger Wicker during
the one of the congress-
man’s visits to the PRCC
campus in Poplarville.
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President’s list announced for 2016 fall semester

Dean’s list announced for 2016 fall semester

Pearl River Community College
has released the Presidentís List for
the fall 2016 semester.

Students must maintain a 4.0 aver-
age to be named to the President’s
List. They are listed by hometowns:

Bay St. Louis - Jerrod Rigby,
Brice Alexander Thomas.

Biloxi - Amber Dreanna Battise.
Brandon - Adam Joseph Minton. 
Brooklyn - Danielle N. Baker,

Kevin A. Grice, Justin O.
Souvinette.

Carriere - Alejandra Amado
Alcantara, Lloyd Alexander, Grisela
Marina Amado-Somerville, Christ-
ian John Arcement, Taylor Lynn
Autin, Dylan N. Baker, Allie B.
Cooper, Sarah Copling, Gary R.
Easterling, Sarah Marie Egger,
Allison R. Fuller, Joseph Grabert,
Bradley Thomas Guillot, Blake A.
Hendrix, Caitlyn M. Herrin, Michael
F. Holmes, Kaylynn Alexis Lange,
Gerald Hamilton Lord, Bozena K.
Miller, Arnold R. Spiers, Elizabeth
Ashley Vogel, Nathan H. Wise.

Columbia - Autumn Frances
Bowling, Ashley E. Creel, John
Dennis, Shaun Christopher
Fortenberry, Katelynn E. Franklin,
Heath Tyler Greenlee, Philip R.
Ham, Cary Lee, Garyn R. Miller,
Curtis D. Peters, Alexander Ann
Smith, Kelle DeAnna Thigpen,
Maria D. Wells.

Columbus - Morgan Lott.
Foxworth - Cordale Andrew

Blocker, Jeremy Matthew Bracey,

Gregory Morgan Green, Jessica A.
Slocum, Lonnie James Slocum,
Abbie S. Stringer, Jarod A. Wild.

Grenada - Marquita Natalya
Tidwell. 

Gulfport - Brittany Morgan
Carraway, Christopher G. Clark,
Billy Moon, Sarah Elizabeth
Simmons.

Hattiesburg - Lauren Arnold,
Rachel A. Beach, Thomas Beasley,
Annie Beaugh, Brian P. Breland,
Adam H. Brenner, Brandon Edward
Brisolara, Mario Joseph Carl, Dewitt
Wayne Carney, Olivia M. Carter,
Lorenzo Anthony Catlett, Amanda
M. Collier, Kevin A. Craft, Karissa
Danielle Davis, Carlos Deangloe
Denham, Tillman Donati, Axel B.
Doyle, Anthony Ray Garner,
Christine Gabrielle Guidry, Emma
Haymes, Chyna J. Hill, Meaghan
Nicole Holsen, Samuel E. Hudson,
Taylor C. Lewis, William C. Lofton,
Brooke Ashley Lopez, Morgan J.
Manring, April K. Martin, Kristen
Ashleigh Martin, Brendan R.
Massey, Trannie R. McCardle,
Alison C. McIntyre, Hettie M.
Miller, Lonnie I. Miller, Megan
Nicole Mischler, Megan Ann C.
Moody, Vance Sims Moore, Lacey
B. Morse, Kelvin Newson, Robin
Whitehead Oswalt, Joseph David
Palermo, Jonathan Lee Parks,
Shandria Renee Pharr, Laurel A.
Ramsey, Cody Wade Sassman,
Gavin Lee Schmittling, Megan N.
Seyfarth, Lauren Mary Sibley, Elijah

J. Smith, Ashley J. Standberry, Jay
C. Van Orsdol, Jeffrey S. Waites,
Carrie Ellen Welborn, Stephen K.
Wetzel, Clara India Williams, Carley
Wilson, Gerald Wilson, Jessica
Breanna Wilson.

Kiln - Caroline Susan Grafe,
Charles Kennedy, Hannah M.
Ladner, Carson Maiden, Andrew
Roberts, Kaylie J. Sellier,
Christopher John Smith, Frank S.
Venezia. 

Laurel - Alexis Brianna Stroud.
Leakesville - Mekayla H.

Williams.
Long Beach - Monique Raenette

Lowe.
Lucedale - Taylor B. Bolton,

Jocelyn Blair Taylor. 
Lumberton - Kristie L. Belton,

Austin Coker, Mason Colby Davis,
Dewey Kirk Graham, Walter A.
Harry, Leigh Anne Howe, Rebecca
Kelly, Jenna Michaela Lee, Jasmine
McGill, Raegen C. Miller, Tracey N.
Neal, Samuel G. Thompson.

Mendenhall - Macy Breanna
Green. 

Moselle - Carlie Olivia Breanne
Benoit, Brianna M. Patterson.

Moss Point - Sarah Helen
Walden. 

Neely - Samantha Danyale
Jackson. 

Ocean Springs - Rylee Orell
Foster. 

Pass Christian - Caitlin N.
Church, Calynn D. Ladner.

Pearlington - Maranda Dawn

Bennett, Chase D. Bosarge, Jessica
J. Steele.

Perkinston - Justin D. Anderson,
Kristi Alane Guarino, Brady Lee
Wilson.

Petal - Destiny Elizabeth Barrett,
Zachary R. Burrow, Laiken Carter,
Jocelin Foster, Gregory M. McClain,
Said D. Otwane, Michael Wayne
Palmer, Anna Blake Smith, Annie
Ruth Woods.

Picayune - Emilee K. Burns,
Heather Michelle Estis,† Hannah
Ashley Falls, Cory Keith Guidry,
Jenna M. Lee, Taylor Wayne Light,
Christian Gage Mitchell, Earl Jacob
Nastasi, Caroline Araceli Olvera,
Jacob Petitfils, Brandon Lee Rose,
Olivia R. Segari, Alaina D. Smith,
Erik Wallace Smith, Kaitlyn Denae
Smith, Kayla L. Stein, Madden E.
Stockstill, Megan Alice Stockstill,
Victoria GabriellaVoss, Hannah F.
White.

Poplarville - Rachel E. Barras,
Taylor L. Blossman, Amanda
Brumfield, Darlene W. Burge, Alex
Jay Copeland, Amanda Blair Davis,
David Scott Davis, Jacob Harrison
Davis, Bradford C. Garrett, Claude
Wayne Halcomb, McKinsy C.
Harris, Callie Anna Johnson,
Chassidy L. Johnson, Vincent
Anthony Martino, Brennon V. Neff,
Dustin T. Northrop, Jason N.
Pearson, Justin Wyatt Rahmel, Jared
Jeffery Revere, Dalton E.
Richardson, Grover C. Sanders,
David M. Simms, Drew Taylor

Smith, Mary Elizabeth Smith,
Meagan M. Wheat.

Prentiss - Carrie N. Broome,
Frederick Dewayne McCollum,
Tressa T. Polk.

Purvis - James Travis Bryant,
Amanda Cain, Melissa Ann Clontz,
Alexander T. Dore`, Travis Adam
Evans, Jonathan C. Geddes, Clayton
C. Hession, Faith B. Lee, Logan D.
Lovdahl, Jeffrey Glenn Marshall,
Thomas L. Mitchell, Justyce C.
Moffett, Keri E. Smith, Zachary J.
Tuck.

Sandy Hook - Drew Anthony
Reagan, Rakeem M. Watson.

Saucier - William Christopher
Morgan, Shawn Michael Paris.

Soso - Stacey Gunter.
Summit - Moriah Noel Johns.
Sumrall - Shelley Michelle

Everett, Stephen T. Foster, Matthew
C. Jones, Madeline C. Kerley,
Joshua D. Stanley.

Waveland - Juwan Brian Hollins,
Colleen Quinlan Kirby, Arianna
Meghann Selg.

Wiggins - Kaylin L. Hickman,
Whitney Ruth Miller, Otho Otto
Sisson, Meghan J. Sundstrom.

Bogalusa, La. - Jordan W. Busby,
Caleb S. Kimble, William Patrick
McCullough, Presley Olivia Seal.

Folsom, La. - Kale J.
Killingsworth.

Franklinton, La. - Angel Elaine
Altentaler

Slidell, La. - Tyler Matthew
Wagner.

Associate Degree in Nursing graduates 

The 2016 graduates of the Pearl River Community College associate degree nursing pro-
gram are, first row from left, Marisol Barajas of Picayune, Taylor Boone of Purvis, Wendy
Braun of Poplarville, Rebekah Broom of Bassfield, Shay Burkhalter of Purvis, Robin
Correll of Poplarville, Ashley Cortez of Picayune, Brantley Davis of Sumrall, Calynn Davis
of Poplarville, Heather Delaney of Purvis, Trevor Dillon Bogalusa, La.; second row,
Hannah Falls of Picayune, ShaníDreka Hale and Katie Hancock, both of Hattiesburg,
Amy Harriel of Bogalusa, Jennifer Hosely of Hattiesburg, Kelsey Jenkins of Poplarville,
Amelia Johnson of Bay St. Louis, Casey Johnson and Courtney Johnson, both of
Picayune, Lauren Julian of Carriere; third row, Moriah Ladner of Poplarville, Dolly Lee of

Varnado, La., Zehra Livingston of Hattiesburg, Danci Magee of Bogalusa, Tamesha
McDonald of Purvis, Jeffrey McLelland of Hattiesburg, Krista Miller of Carriere, Emily
Necaise of Bay St. Louis, Meagan Pearrow of Lumberton, Katelyn Piccaluga of
Poplarville, Victoria Pichon of Picayune, Brandie Robbins of Sumrall; four row, Melissa
Rounsaville of Petal, Shavon Ryan of Slidell, La., Thomas Shaw of Kiln, Ashly Shelby of
Hattiesburg, Drew Smith of Columbia, Shana Turnage of Angie, La., Clayton Ware of
Diamondhead, Alivia Whitfield and Erica Wolfe, both of Picayune. Not pictured are Kristi
Guarino of Perkinston and Melissa Mahan of Carriere.
PRCC Public Relations photo

Inductees into the Beta Mu chapter of Alpha Delta Nu associate degree nursing honor society at Pearl
River Community College are, from left, Heather Delaney of Purvis, president Hannah Falls of
Picayune, ShaníDreka Hale and secretary/treasurer Katie Hancock, both of Hattiesburg; Amelia
Johnson of Bay St. Louis and Erica Wolfe of Picayune. They were inducted and received cords signi-
fying their membership on Dec. 9 in a ceremony in Malone Chapel. PRCC Public Relations photo

Nursing students
complete program

Forty-four Pearl River Community
College associate degree nursing stu-
dents received diplomas and pins in a
ceremony held Dec. 12, at the
Brownstone Center in Poplarville.

Dr. William Lewis, PRCC president,
presented the diplomas after reminding
the graduates to be life-long learners
and good representatives of PRCC.

The graduates are now eligible to take
licensing exams to become registered
nurses.

Robin Correll of Poplarville and
Hannah Falls of Picayune were honored
for being inducted into Who’s Who
Among American Community
Colleges.

Moriah Ladner of Poplarville re-
ceived the Leadership Award; Kristi
Guarino of Perkinston, Academic
Award; and Shana Turnage of Angie,

La., Clinical Award.
One-year members of the Mississippi

Organization of ADN Students (MOSA)
received blue and white cords. They are
Falls, Marisol Barajas of Picayune,
Taylor Boone of Purvis, Rebekah
Broom of Bassfield, Calynn Davis of
Poplarville, Heather Delaney of Purvis,
ShaníDreka Hale of Hattiesburg,
Amelia Johnson of Bay St. Louis and
Victoria Pichon of Picayune.

Two-year MOSA members received
cords and medallions.

They are Correll, Ladner, Katie
Hancock of Hattiesburg, twin sisters
Casey Johnson and Courtney Johnson
of Picayune, Lauren Julian of Carriere
and Drew Smith of Columbia.

Dr. Arlene Jones is director of nursing
education and Dr. Karen Taylor is ADN
program chair.

Pearl River Community College
has released the Dean’s List for the
fall 2016 semester. Students must
maintain a grade point average of 3.4
or higher to be named to the list. 

They are listed by hometowns:
Bassfield - Brian M. Broom,

Samuel Carr.
Bay Springs - Madison Nichole

Scoggin. 
Bay St. Louis - Christopher L.

Bruno, Jessie E. Kekko, Joseph
Morris Lizana, Casey B. Osbourn,
Keith Allen Rasmussen, Caroline
Marie Vidrine, Megan Michelle
Williams, John P.Young

Benton - Shakeda L. McGhee.
Biloxi - Olivia M. Holley, Blake

Andrew McGrew, Amanda E.
McKeny, John Joseph Moore,
Reagan Lane Norwood.

Brandon - Ellen Christian, Austin
Fletcher.

Brookhaven - Fernandria G.
Byrd, Kayla Pendleton. 

Brooklyn - Taylor Morgan
Barefoot, Chelsea B. Daughdrill,
Virginia Vidalia Lee Reid, Katie V.
Sellers.

Carriere - Austin D. Ard, Rebecca
Lee Barrett, Elisha S. Baucum,
Dillon Beech, Arica Bennett, Baylie
Michelle Billiot, Vanessa Katherine
Bond, Stacy L. Brasington, Molly
Grace Capell, Stephanie J.
Champagne, Austin T. Devore,
Alyssa N. Fuller, Kathryn Elizabeth
Fuller, Joshua A. Giametta, Ashley
Marie Graeter, Savannah M. Herty,
Alyssa M. Holifield, Dalton R.
Howe, Brooklynn Jade Kirk, Julie E.
Lee, Morgan E. Lee, Vincent W.
Leleux, Promise Grace Lemoine,
Libby C. Lumpkin, Delta M.
Magaraci, Jessica M. McDonald,
Keith R. Mitchell, Kimberly Rae

Mitchell, Michael Caleb Morrison,
Brandon Murray, Davyn Carl
Newman, Amanda Oliver, Brian C.
Oliver, Will Garrett Owens, Cienna
Marie Pearman, Anthony Pearson,
Winston B. Penton, David M. Salser,
Brandi Serio, Kristin T. Smith, Sarah
E. Spence, Tina Norris Stein, Jared
Daniel Stewart, Abby M.
Unbehagen, Brooke A. Wactor,
Olivia J. Winters.

Carson - James Anthony Dyess. 
Collins - Lekala L. Coleman,

Susan D. Warren.
Columbia - Stephanie R. Abram,

James Brandon Belk, George Colby
Bilbo, William A. Boutwell, Joseph
Blake Carroll, Illyana H. Cook,
Monette N. Dampier, Parker J.
Dungan, James R. Ellis, Elizabeth
Caitlin Flynt, Bailey D. Giles,
Nicolas Keyton Greenlee, Jaimi C.
Jackson, Donaven Dishon Lewis,

Seth† Justin McCain, Aaron L.
McKenzie, Miranda M. Meaux,
Justin G. Montgomery, Kaela B.
Moree, KaRon Penry, Haylee L.
Pierce, Joshua S. Powell, Erin E.
Spell, Jelisa K. Stewart, Matthew K.
Thigpen. 

Columbus - Kasey Nicole
Stanfield, Chineqwa S. Wilson.

Diamondhead - Candice Horne
Cox, Kristen L. Dubuisson, Noah
Kyle Nicaud, Clinton C. Saucier,
Blake Anthony Sprouse, Hannah A.
Steele-Laureys.

d’Iberville - Joshua Craig Diaz,
Brandi R. Mann.

Ellisville - Katelyn Danielle
Robertson.

Foxworth - Ivery Gene Boddie,
Carisa May Breakfield, Carolyn E.
Buchanan, Jessica Erin Fields,
Chelsea Rae Gartman, Alex J. Little,
Charles Cory Odom, Alandra C.

Patterson, Alonzo Shaquille Pittman,
Lisa C. Powell, Patrick Cody Regan,
Jeremy D. Walley.

Gulfport - Alexis Nicole Allen,
Misty Nichole Doherty, Anthony
Raymond Especto, Morgan Jessica
Griebel, Elizabeth McCaffrey, Anna
Marie Pachel, Crystal M. Prive,
Matthew Sigler, Lyman Howard
Tate.

Hattiesburg - Juliann L. Aultman,
Rebecca Lynn Barrett, Robert R.
Bounds, Angela Brownlee, Chelsey
R. Burge, Bradley C. Cameron, Joan
Marie Charrier, Tyscha Renee
Cooley, Aubrie M. Cronin, Jarred M.
Daniels, Logan A. Dearman, William
Z. Doherty, Jamelia Durr, Dylan K.
Fields, Tyler Andrew Fiveash,
Christopher B. Ford, Sarah Noel
Fortenberry, Cameron M. Foxworth,
Ferial Al-Farran Freitas. 
n See DEAN’S LIST, page 11



N E W S
The DRAWL January 2017 • Page 11

By looking for opportunities,  
there are a lot of things that you can do to 

RISE AND BECOME 
A BETTER PERSON.  
From my thinking to my interactions  
with other people, Southern Miss  
has really helped me grow.”
- Johnny Brumfield

MY SOUTHERN MISS STORY

Choose.USM.edu
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DEAN’S LIST (continued)

Trey Turney of Lumberton proposed to Amelia Johnson of Bay St. Louis at the end of the
associate degree nursing honor society induction ceremony on Dec. 9 at Malone Chapel.
She said “Yes!”

n FROM page 10
Hattiesburg (continued)
Demarcus Allen Gaines, Megan Renee

Glory, John Elliot Gray, Jessie Gutierrez,
Dalton M. Hamby, Bethany Nicole Harris,
Undrea Harris, Murilo Hartrumpf, Claudia V.
Hicks, Rashad Davon Hogan, Shauna Hogan,
Andrea L. Holder, Shamicque N. Jackson, Mia
Alynne Jefcoat, Alyssa Shay Johnson,
Jonathan C. Johnson, Laken T. Jorns, Allacciah
Knight, Wendy L. Lanning, Marissa Ryan Lee,
LaMya RaOmbre Leflore, Rebecca A.
Lenkowski, Erica Ann Lewis, Tabatha T.
Lewis, Dustin Loftin, Ivory Lowe, Michael
Dylan Maddox, Jasmine Antonia Marin,
Samantha Shunta McGee, Sherika S. McGhee,
KíDraianna S. McNair, Brittany Ann Miskell,
Marshall Myers, Brianna M. Myles, Samatha
N. Nicholson, Ericka Charlayne Ogden,
Marlee Orrels, Travis G. Osborn, Joshua W.
Oswalt, Whitney N. Palmer, Loan T. Pham,
Holly Ann Pike, Abraxas Pittman, Leslie
Meagan Powell, Tierra Renee Prewitt,
Ronesha Rimpson, Joseph Lamar Robinson,
Matthew A. Sims, Sabrina F. Sims, Alvin L.
Smith, Ashley M. Smith, Katrina L. Smith,
James Levi Sumrall, Vera E. Thacker, Alexis
Watson, Myesha Ny’cole Whitsett, Jerry
Wayne Williams, James Marcus Wilkinson.

Hazlehurst - Urvi Patel. 
Hurley - Courtney Michelle Kempner.
Jackson - Caleb Jeffrey Storck.
Jayess - Latoya ShaíMice Arrington.
Kiln - Eli Joseph Arcement, Colby Keith

Betz, Andrew Tyler Burks, Breanna Suzette
Flowers, Caleb W. Gruys, Kelly M. Henley,
Adrianna Hoda, Jessalynn Marie Jarrell, Gage
M. Kennedy, Megan Lee Morales, Trever W.
Serpas, Travis A. Stennett, Thomas E.
Stockstill, Kelsey D. Svatko.

Kokomo - Peyton I. Nace, Dalton M. Watts.
Lake - Dylan M. Usry. 
Lakeshore - Marley M. Hicks.
Laurel - Brittany C. Bright, Kyle Stewart

Estess, JaíLen Husband, Zhacardia Maurkale
McCann.

Leakesville - Melanie Elizabeth Snyder.
Long Beach - Jordan Ahlgren, Reagan

Ladner, Olivia Claire Moger, Patrick T. Worth.
Lucedale - Mary Elizabeth Miller, Lucas D.

Scott, Jordan L. Shaw.
Lumberton - Kamry B. Bond, Destiny Lee

Broome, Nicholas Andrew Chester, Claire
Chiasson, Haley M. Childs, Edward Treavor
Coombs, Rodney T. Dobson, Katrina Falvey,
Allison Marie Hale, Virginia Ellen Hall,
Caitlynn Elizabeth Harper, Summer E.
Hartfield, Zackary Jarell Marsh, Lindsey R.
Martin, Susan M. Morris, Sheila D. Pierce,
Samantha A. Recatto, Wesley E. Seay, Billy K.
Stringer, Megan D. Wright, Megan E. Wright.

Madison - Thomas Cole Guyton. 
Magee - Molly Elizabeth McCool. 
McLain - Caitlyn Penton.
Meadville - Abbey E. Smith.
Mendenhall - Jesse P. Sykes.
Monticello - Megan Lindsey Rippy.
Moss Point - NykeíOnna M. Brandon,

Jasmine Monique Clemons, Ilyssa-Leigh
Easton, Myles Andrew Ellis, Kayla M. Nobles,
Mia Monique Richardson.

Mt. Olive - Austin S. Moffett. 
Natchez - Anna Grace Roboski. 
New Augusta - Raevin Ashley Wade.
Ocean Springs - Adam R. Chanecka,

Gabriel Alexander Davis, Kyle Michael
Hillyard, Mary Elizabeth Rieger, Baylea
Morgan Williams.

Oxford - Elizabeth Alexis Jenkins.
Pascagoula - Matthew Eaton, Jakwaize

Marttrell Walker, Brian L. Wright.

Pass Christian - Vincent Dale Canoy,
Alexandra Cardenal, Rachel L. Ladner, Briton
Scott Meadows, Samuel J. Palode. 

Perkinston - Coleman J. Dedeaux, Joshua
Miles Ferguson, Kraigon Dayne Ladner,
Stanton Myles Ladner, Shyann M. Odom,
Trevor Gerald Smith, Justin F. Steinkamp,
Linda A. Steinkamp.

Petal - Chiquita M. Bolton. Cody A.
Cameron, Toree L. Clifton, Hanna Michelle
Eckie, Conner I. Ferguson, Alexa Adriana
Garcia, Carlos O. Garcia, Samantha Jordan
Henderson, Kaitlyn E. Jackson, Jacob G. Lee,
Erin Little, Susan L. Morgan, Joel D. Myers,
Kaiman W. Parker, Lauren M. Pearce, Jordan
M. Reynolds, Lenora A. Robinson, Elexis D.
Simmons, Morgan Leigh Walley, Kate Ward,
Brantley Bernard Welsh.

Picayune - Lauryn Arthur, Brandon T.
Ashe, Tristan T. Baggett, Bradley J. Bennett,
Julius Bryant Bowens, Anna F. Breeland,
Dylan J. Bryant, Dalton Michael Chamel,
Megan Elizabeth Corona, Katelyn Marie
Credeur, Danica Rae Creel, Taylor R. Deese,
William C. Devore, Payton K. Dillard.

Khaleb Emanuelle Duhon, Hayden A. Falls,
Gonathun D. Hart, Dalton R. Hedgepeth,
Devin R. Hedgepeth, Dylan Shawn Jarrell,
Jonathan E. Jones, Lauren Michelle Julian,
Gerrell R. Keaton, Mattie D. Kellar, Alisha L.
Kennedy.

Jacob  Randall Kutch, Brittney Trenae
Ladner, Raegan Ann Lee, Vannesa L. Long,
Toni L. Loomis, Sarah A. Mancuso, Brittany
Anna Marlborough, Taylor Rose Martinolich,
Dominic M. McConnell, Zachary Joseph
Mervich, Abigail C. Montgomery.

David Daniel Mosteller, Jacob M. Namias,
Scott-Michael Trung Nguyen, Kerry Nobles,
Anthony G. Palmer, Colton Lane Penton,
Jessica Drue Penton, Van M. Pflueger, Ashley
M. Pidcoe, Calli A. Poche.

Tyler B. Polderman, Meghan S. Pomes,
Cameron Max Roussel, Alexandra Anne
Samples, Jasper S. Sauls, Ryan M. Savoie,
Dennan C. Seal, Hunter C. Seal, Hayle R.
Shoemake, Hunter Blake Spiers, Danielle
Stasney, Samaria O. Stevenson.

Marsha Stewart, Cheyenne Autumn Terry,
Daniel L. Thomas, Ebonisha C. Thompson,
Nicholas Anthony Thompson, William Austin
Watson, Mallory Rene Whitfield, Allison
Makayla Wilson, Theodore Charles Zagel.

Poplarville - Ashton Briann Barnes, Caylen
Beall, Tyler W. Breland, Melissa L. Crain,
Angela Christien Duncan, Austin B. Fazende,
Tyler R. Fricke, Deanna M. Hernandez,
Breanna G. Hoelzel, Malloree D. Jenkins,
Robert Allen Jenkins, Leyton R. Jolly, Gordon
D. Kleyle, Tyler Lawrence Ladner, Jessica D.
Lambert, Anthony B. Lee, Caitlen N. Lee,
Emma R. Lenoir, Samuel C. Lott.

Kayla Ashley Lumpkin, Noel Daniel Marks,
Brandon E. McBride, Victoria McMurray,
Chadrick W. McClendon, Haley B.
McClendon, Bryan W. Mitchell, Jonathan
Scott Necaise, Mallory J. Nuccio, Bridget
Michelle Orr, Troy Allan Perry, Justin Reed
Philyaw, Naru J. Rodrigue Jr., Alfredo Miguel
Silva, Brianna S. Smith.

Michael Tyler Smith, Dalton Hank Spiers,

Courtney Brooke Taylor, Donovan James
Touchet, Kaleb J. Wheat, Tamantha (Tammy)
Dawn Williams, Aubrey Katherine Witsell.

Prentiss - Chakalyn Easterling.
Purvis - Christopher Bradey Anderson,

Breana M. Arnold, Joseph Michael Austin,
Samuel N. Austin, Tyler L. Bond, Clifton
Blake Brown, Kimberly Jane Coons, William
B. Curtis, Brandon A. Davis, Riley Aritt
Davis, Brittany Dillender, Alexander
Duckworth.

Michael W. Evans, Aerial B. Everett,
Kimberly A. Franklin, Zachary L. Garris,
Robert Gmerek, Seth Logan Grover, Cody S.
Hudson, Katelynn M. Keith, Taylor Renee
McCarter, Summer Rachelle Mitchell, Jackie
M. Norman, Melissa D. Novak, Valerie Nicole
Perryman, Anthony D. Shaw, Abby V. Wade,
Amanda Rae Wolfe.

Richland - Kyle R. Rankin.
Richton - Krista Noel Byrd, Cameron Alan

Ford, Abigail Maria Henderson, Heidi
Elizabeth Lockhart, Parker Thoms.

Roxie - Dedrick A. Weathersby.
Sandy Hook - Meshellie L. Boddie,

Yasmine Boddie, Shelby Elizabeth McDaniel,
Preston D. Taylor.

Saucier - Haley M. Lizana, Lonnie A.
Scarborough, Jacqueline Rose Shows.

Seminary - Rita Jones, Brittney Nicole
Mauldin. 

Silver Creek - Gabriel J. Ericson,
State Line - Cortney Steede West. 
Summit - Campbell M. Newcomb.
Sumrall - Carrie J. Aultman, Jonah G.

Brooks, Collin D. Carpenter, Carmen J.
Douglas, Demi Goolsby, Kaylie M. Hatten,
Timothy W. Hicks.

Zachary P. Hicks, Savannah P. Holloway,
Kaylan Alexis  Inmon, Tristan King, Herman
K. Lanham.

Hanna P. Lofton, Torian J. Miller, Cammie
N. Moree, Cursten J. Newsome, Kameron B.
Ochenrider, Abby Riley Pendarvis, Shelby
Lee Perry, Rebecca L. Pullen, Sarah Jessica
Siders, Nathan Forrest Young.

Taylorsville - Josiah Raysionne Hicks.
Thaxton - Kelsey S. Bevill. 
Tupelo - Haley Walker.
Tylertown - Chaz W. Coleman, Landon

David Jenkins.
Union - Jessica Denise Joyner.
Walnut - Kevin Dewayne Wells.
Waveland - Eddie Demond Chaney, Jaime

Rain Hirstius, Mark Johnson, Havalynn L.
Smith.

Waynesboro - Brooklyn Jade Smith.
Wiggins - Devon D. Hand, Breanna N.

Johnson, William A. Richey.
Winona - Rachel Marie Montgomery.
Woodville - Jessica Marie Hendry.
Northport, Ala. - Sydney Ellyn Baird. 
Cantonment, Fla. - William Thomas

Russell.
Angie, La. - Marypage Mulford.
Bogalusa, La. - Shallon Noelle Freeman,

Baylee Jewel Mixon,
Franklinton, La. - Samantha Leann

Jenkins.
Slidell, La. - Nicholas J. Breland.
Las Cruces, N.M. - Harold Givens.
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Valluzzo Companies
Locally Owned and Operated
with 50 Locations in Louisiana 

and Mississippi

Students in the Pearl River Community College utility lineman program dig holes recently
for decorative lights in front of Marvin White Coliseum on the Poplarville campus. 

A crew from Hunter Engineering Co. installs an alignment rack in the Pearl River
Community College automotive technology shop on the Poplarville campus. The rack,
which was made in Mississippi, will lift longer and heavier vehicles than the one it re-
placed, instructor Austin Barrett said. PRCC Public Relations photo

New alignment rack

New decorative lights

Ernie Lovell (right), executive director of the Pearl River Community College Development
Foundation, recently presented former PRCC head football coach J.C. Arban (second from
left) and his son, Scott, with a framed PRCC football jersey signed by many of Arban’s for-
mer Wildcat players during a Homecoming reunion last October on the PRCC campus.  

Jersey presentation

By ALEXX KENNEDY
Special to The Drawl

PRCC’s Association of Educational Office
Professionals is back in full swing as the new
semester begins. 

They will be meeting at the Forrest County
Center for their spring meeting Feb. 17 to dis-
cuss the upcoming professional development
opportunities and community outreach
/fundraising endeavors.

To begin the semester, AEOP will be collect-
ing art supplies to be donated to the Pearl River
County Nursing Home. If you would like in-
formation on how to donate or help in these ef-

forts please contact Alexx Kennedy at 601-
403-1269.

Also, AEOP is still actively involved with
the Poplarville Backpack Buddies program.

This is a feeding program for in-need chil-
dren in grades K-8. There are food drop off
points throughout campus including the presi-
dent’s office.

Anyone needing a list of food items can con-
tact Marilyn Dillard at 403-1201.

Donations are welcomed and appreciated.
As always, AEOP appreciates the support re-
ceived from colleagues and administrators
across the campuses that allow them to thrive
and succeed. 

AEOP planning a busy
semester of activities

AEOP members enjoyed the Christmas Social in December. Pictured are from left:
Seated -  Marilyn Dillard, Sandra Martin, Tiffany McCardle, Michelle Owen and Eileen
Hall. Standing - Sharman Ladner, Alexx Kennedy, Angela Chadwick, Lisa Mapp, Sandra
Wheat, Michael Schafer and Gloria Wasmund. 

The Rotary Club of Poplarville donated more than 200 chil-
drenís books on Jan. 25 to Excel by 5 as part of
Poplarville Reads. The project puts books in area busi-
nesses for children to borrow and explore the wonderful
world of reading. Pictured are, from left, Dr. Carolyn
Tedford, Excel By 5 certification manager; Daphne
Stevens, Excel By 5 volunteer; Brenda Wells, Excel By 5
treasurer; and Dr. Jennifer Seal, Rotary Club President.

Rotary donation

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community
College recently was notified that it has been
designated a Military Friendly school.

The designation, awarded by Victory Media,
recognizes higher education institutions for ex-
hibiting leading practices in recruiting and
supporting post-military students.

PRCC has provided service to more than
200 students who receive veterans education
benefits in 2016-17, said Gloria Wasmund, VA
Certifying Official.

“Generally, about half of those are in aca-
demic degree pathways, while the other half
are in a career technical program of study,” she
said. About 90 percent are enrolled full time.

“Our students are a combination of veterans,
current service members, spouses and depend-
ents,” Wasmund said. 

“We provide support to students seeking vet-

erans education benefits, Federal Tuition
Assistance, the State Education Assistance
Program (SEAP) as well as various other types
of benefits or needs.”

The Military Friendly brand is nationally
recognized as the original resource on post-
military education and employment options for
veterans and military families.

“Pearl River Community College is very
pleased to have been awarded the distinction
of being a Military Friendly college campus,”
said Roger Knight, vice president for business
and administrative services. 

“We are very proud of the men and women
who serve our country through the military and
the sacrifices that they perform for us every
day. We consider it an honor to return that
service by providing educational opportunities
for them to improve upon their careers.”

PRCC designated 
as Military Friendly

Wildcat Den fashion trends
and some upcoming events

The Wildcat Den has expanded its offerings to include well-known brands such as Under
Armour and Nike. 

With the help of students, the Wildcat Den stays current with fashionable collegiate wear
for everyone, including children.

Pictured are PRCC students modeling a few items from the new spring line.
Wildcat Den Director Candace Harper said, “Our goal is to provide the students with a

large variety of affordable, functional, and fashionable collegiate wear. We have a great fol-
lowing and our students are very supportive.”

The Wildcat Den will have its Student Appreciation Week on Feb. 13-17 when students
will be able to “Spin the Wheel” for special discounts, enter for a chance to win more than
two dozen door prizes, and enjoy a student led fashion show.

“PRCC has the best student body. Our students are so supportive and we want to show
them how grateful we are for their continued support of the Wildcat Den Bookstores,” said
Harper.

The Wildcat Den will also be selling Valentine’s gifts. Students can have their gifts deliv-
ered to their sweetheart on campus by the Wildcat Den on Valentine’s Day. 

GALA event April 13
Six accomplished alumni will be inducted into the

PRCC Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame for 2017.

Inductees are Dr. Tom Holden, Carolyn Lott Adams,

Dr. James Barnes, William W. “Bill” James, the late

Rep. Larkin Smith and Anthony “Tony” Walker. 

The recognition gala will be held at 6 p.m. Thursday,

April 13, at Southern Oaks House and Gardens in

Hattiesburg.
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

Congratulations to Cynthia Schafer, Media Specialist. She was selected to receive the
November River Rewards prize, a Vera Bradley Tote and Cosmetic Set, presented to her
by Dr. William Lewis on behalf of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation in-
cludes Dr. Jennifer Seal (left), Vice President for Planning and Institutional Research, and
Dr. Jana Causey (right), Vice President for Forrest County Operations; both are River
Rewards Committee members.

River Rewards program

Above, Marie Bowden
(center), who retired at
the end of the fall se-
mester after 37 years
at Pearl River
Community College,
poses with members
of her Poplarville
maintenance crew dur-
ing her retirement
party in December.
Right, PRCC president
William Lewis says a
special good bye to
Marie.
Below right, Sandra
Wheat, left, and
Angela Chadwick con-
gratulate Marie
Bowden on her retire-
ment.

Marie
Bowden
retires

Congratulations to Haley Amacker, Academic Success Coach/Assistant Director of
Student Support Services. She was selected to receive the December River Rewards
prize, a Vera Bradley Fragrance Collection and Tote, presented to her by Dr. William
Lewis on behalf of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation includes Delana
Harris (left), Director of Recruitment and Marketing, and Traci Spence (right), Coordinator
of Alumni Services and Foundation Administrative Assistant; both are River Rewards
Committee members.

POPLARVILLE - The Blue Cross & Blue
Shield of Mississippi Foundation recently ap-
proved a third grant to Pearl River Community
College for continuation and expansion of its
Wildcat Wellness initiative.

PRCC received $147,493 for the initiative’s
third phase.

“We are so honored to have this opportunity
to help improve the health and wellness of in-
dividuals living in this area,” said Dr. Tara
Rouse, Wellness Center director.

The Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Mississippi Foundation awarded $286,270 to
PRCC in 2012 to replace outdated exercise
equipment and construct an outdoor walking
track. 

A $68,000 grant from the Lower Pearl River
Valley Foundation financed lighting and rest-
rooms at the track. 

Blue Cross awarded a second grant of

$198,171 in 2015 to enhance the Wildcat
Wellness Initiative through summer camps for
elementary school children, assistance with the
“Get Ready to Run” program in Poplarville el-
ementary schools and purchasing outdoor ex-
ercise equipment along with bicycles for
PRCC students to lease.

The latest grant will allow for continuation
of the camps, running programs and nutrition
demonstrations along with purchase of work-
station exercise equipment and construction of
a campus bike lane.

Monthly fun runs will begin in February, and
a healthy cooking demonstration will be part
of the Feb. 21 Parent University at Poplarville
Lower Elementary School, Rouse said.

The Go-Cub-Wild kids’ camps will be held
June 19-22. Online registration is available at
www.gocubwild.com. 

Call 601 403-1340 for details.

Wellness Center gets
another funding boost

By JAMIE DICKSON
Assistant Director of PRCC Wellness Center

There are many exciting events happening
this spring at the Wellness Center. 

We’ve introduced several new group fitness
and recreational classes, fitness assessments
are just around the corner, and we have a fun
activity lined up for Valentine’s Day. 

Keep in mind that you can visit the Wellness
Center for more information about upcoming
events and how to become a member of this
state-of-the-art fitness center.  

We are excited to announce the addition of
archery to our group fitness and recreational
classes. This class is led by Brian Holifield
every Tuesday and Thursday at 4:15 p.m. No
need to have archery experience to participate.  

A beginner-level Tai Chi class is being in-
structed by James Royston. This class meets
every Monday and Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.  

Beginning Feb. 6, Jamie Dickson will be
leading a 5k Bootcamp training course. This
will include self-paced group training sessions
that will consist of strength and conditioning,
flexibility, and cardio conditioning to help any
level runner or walker to complete a 5k safely
and successfully. 

This group will meet Monday through
Thursday at 12:15 p.m. 

Tara Rouse will be leading an outdoor bicy-
cle class called “Tour De River.” This class will
meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 3:15 p.m
beginning March 21. Bicycles and helmets will
be provided.

Fitness assessments are scheduled for Feb. 1-
2 from 8 a.m. until 2:45 p.m.

These assessments are designed as an in-
structional tool for General PE and Personal
and Community Health classes. However, any
Wellness Center member can participate.

Thanks to our PRCC associate degree nurs-
ing students, these students will take measure-
ments on blood pressure, heart rate, cardio-fit-
ness, muscular endurance, and flexibility. 

Look forward to I-Heart-Wellness day on
Feb. 14.  The Wellness Center will be celebrat-
ing “healthy hearts.”  We’ll be serving sweet-
heart smoothies, giving away I-Heart t-shirts,
have a photo booth for sweethearts and friends,
and other fun activities.  

It’s never too late to join us at the PRCC
Wellness Center. Come by anytime for a tour
and we’ll set you up with the best membership
option to fit your schedule. All students, faculty,
staff, and community, ages 16 or older can join.

Busy spring semester
ahead at Wellness Center

Hancock Center news

By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Assistant VP/Hancock Center

As the semester begins, the activity at the
Hancock Center has been steady. 

We are proud of all Hancock Center students
who will be graduating this semester. Here are
some of the activities that have taken place re-
cently. 

Hancock Center “New” Science Lab
The Hancock Center of PRCC constructed a

new science lab. The science lab occupies
what was once the PRCC bookstore. 

The lab has room for 20 students and offers
the most current technology. Only two sections
were offered this spring with more sections to
follow in the coming semesters. 

The opportunity for students to complete
their academic journey without having to trav-
el to Poplarville was the goal.

Tianna Pierson, freshman from Bay St.
Louis, when asked her opinion on the new sci-
ence lab, said, “Having the Biology lab here is
very convenient for those students who are not
able (financially) to make the drive to
Poplarville on a weekly basis. It also offers ad-

ditional courses to be taken at the Hancock
Center.” 

Library student worker Miranda Dougherty,
freshman from Waveland, said, “As a future
nursing student, access to the science lab al-
lows me to complete the pre nursing require-
ments while still living at home. I’m thankful
for PRCC making this science lab a reality for
the current and future Hancock Center stu-
dents.”

Hancock Center Lecture Series
February - Black History Month: World War

II and Its Effect on African American Soldiers
in Mississippi (Dr. Bristol, USM-Gulf Park
Campus)

March - Women’s History Month: (Kira
Arthurs, Instructor of Sociology)

April - Holocaust Remembrance Day: Trip
to WWII Museum to visit the exhibit “State of
Deception: The Power of Nazi Propaganda”

Student Government Association Events
March 10 - ACT Workshop at the Hancock

Center
April 1 - CASA 5K Run (throughout Old

Town Bay St. Louis)
TBA - Spring Fling

Start of spring semester
features new science lab

Class meets in new
Hancock science lab

The Hancock Center of
PRCC constructed a new
science lab. The science
lab occupies what was once
the PRCC bookstore. 
The lab has room for 20
students and offers the
most current technology.
Only two sections were of-
fered this spring with more
sections to follow in the
coming semesters. 
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By JAMES JONES
The Sun-Herald

Chelsey Johnson has the bloodlines to be-
come a successful rodeo queen.

The freshman excels on the rodeo team at
Pearl River Community College. She won the
women’s all-around event when PRCC com-
peted at Murray State earlier in the season. 

She ranks in the Top 12 nationally in goat
tying and breakaway roping. She also com-
petes in team roping.

At an early age, Johnson learned about rodeo
from her parents, Wayne and Tammy Johnson. 

“I’ve been in rodeo since I was probably
three or so,” Johnson said. “My dad’s side of
the family was heavily involved in the horse
and cattle industry in this part of the world
when he was coming up. 

“My mom always wanted to rodeo when she
was a kid, but never got the opportunity. My
mom said if she ever had a kid that wanted it
as bad as she did, she would support them.

“It just came natural that I would rodeo. My
family has always been in rodeo. I’ve just kind
of felt the need to carry on that legacy. I start-
ed out running barrels at local youth horse
shows and it kind of grew from there.”

Goat tying and team roping are Johnson’s fa-
vorite events. She reached the high school na-
tionals in goat tying at Poplarville High
School.

“I love to team rope because that’s an event
few women compete in and I like being the un-
derdog,” Johnson said. “Goat tying is my most
successful event hands down. I actually give
clinics and private lessons to local rodeo kids
wanting to goat tie.”

The business administration major credits
her success to Poplarville’s Michael Gascon,
who runs the Gascon Horsemanship Academy.

“I’ve always been adequately successful
with both team roping and goat tying but did-
n’t start to really tell a difference until I started
working along side Michael Gascon and his
family,” Johnson said. “They’ve really made a
difference in my college rodeo career.” 

Johnson looks forward to the spring rodeo
season, as PRCC travels to Meridian on Feb.
23. 

“PRCC starting a rodeo team is a dream
come true,” Johnson said. “No kid fresh out of
high school wants to go away 16 hours from
home, no matter how bad we think we want to.
The college and community has been real sup-
portive of us.”

PRCC rodeo coach Robby Shaw said he is
impressed with Johnson’s dedication.

“Chelsey is real competitive,” Shaw said.
“Chelsey tries to be the best she can at every
event she competes in. She has great poten-
tial.”
n This story is being re-printed with per-

mission from the Sun-Herald newspaper.

Poplarville rodeo queen  
learned sport at young age 

PRCC freshman Chelsey Johnson looks forward to spring rodeo season.

JuCo men’s standings JuCo women’s standings

PRCC-Gulf Coast basketball action

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

It will be a new-look team that takes the field
in softball for Pearl River Community College,
but veteran coach Leigh White thinks her girls
will find their way pretty quickly.

The Wildcats open White’s 15th season as
head coach on Feb. 10 with the annual Wildcat
Invitational, and they will get a baptism in fire,
as they face preseason NJCAA top-ranked
LSU-Eunice in their opener.

“We’ve had some good scrimmages, as we try
to get up to game speed,” said White. “We’ll see
when we play Eunice. But we like to play a
tough non-conference schedule. Our league is
so tough that you need those kinds of
games to get ready for conference
play.”

Pearl River has just five sopho-
mores returning from last season’s
24-23 squad that finished eighth in
the MACJC standings. Two of those,
however, are pitchers Jackie Shows,
a right-hander from West Harrison,
and Madison Scoggin, a left-hander
from Stringer.

Shows pitched well in limited ac-
tion last season, after undergoing arm
surgery the previous fall.

“Jackie is finally at 100 percent, which we
didn’t have last year,” White said. “She was
coming off surgery, so we weren’t able to see
her at her best. Her leadership in the circle is
going to really help us big-time.

“Madison has gotten stronger, and she knows
her role, which is going to be coming in, throw-
ing other teams off and closing games out.”

The Wildcats also have freshmen Olivia
Holley of Biloxi and Krista Robles, from
Destrehan, La., who will both see some time in
the circle.

“The main thing this year is we have some
depth,” said White. “Olivia Holley has been
looking good so far in preseason, and Krista has
been working on some things we think will help
us down the line.”

Offensively, PRCC will build its batting order
around sophomore Brooke Barnes, who hit .314
with 26 RBIs last season. After playing mostly
in the infield last year, Barnes is expected to

move to the outfield in 2017.
Also returning as sophomores are infielder

Kristen Martin of Oak Grove and outfielder
Katie Perry of Sumrall. Martin hit .333 last sea-
son, with 32 RBIs and a team-best 20 walks.
Perry batted .263 in a reserve role last season.

Martin is in the mix for the starting job at sec-
ond base, along with freshman Ilyssa Easton,
from East Central High School. 

Freshman Sarah Depperschmidt, also from
East Central, appears to have won the starting
nod at shortstop. Yet another freshman, Destiny
Wesley of LaPlace, La., is penciled in as the
starter at third base, but she is being pushed by
Holley. 

White said several players are in the running
for playing time at first base, includ-
ing Robles, Rylee Dawsey
(Picayune) and Suzy Morgan, from
Petal.

“With all of the kids, it’s going to
come down to who is hitting,” said
White. “There is a lot of potential
there, the girls just have to believe in
themselves.”

Freshman Ramee Taylor of East
Central will probably do the bulk of
the catching, with help from Bailey

Street of West Harrison. White said
Taylor has a big bat, with longball po-

tential.
White said she has been extremely happy

with the development of George County fresh-
man Anna Grace Cooley, who missed the fall
season while playing soccer. Cooley looks like
a lock for the job in centerfield, and in the lead-
off spot in the batting order.

Barnes and Perry look set at the other outfield
positions, although White said freshman Brook
Smith, from Wayne County, has a chance to get
some playing time in the outfield, thanks to her
speed.

White wouldn’t make any predictions, but she
did say she likes the work ethic her young team
has shown.

“The effort has been there,” White said.
“Now it’s just a matter of going out and execut-
ing every day.”
n Assistant coaches for the Lady Wildcats

this season are Kirsten Bales and Rachel
Breland.

White

Lady Wildcats feature
young softball squad

Above, Jackie Shows of West Harrison fires a pitch to the plate undet the watchful eye of
teammate shortstop Sarah Depperschmidt of Hurley. Below, Ramee Taylor of East
Central takes a swing at a pitch.   

Infielder Kristen Martin of Oak Grove tosses one to first base during a recent practice.

PRCC guard Rodney Mallett of Lexington fires up a jump
shot against Mississippi Gulf Coast in South Division ac-
tion in Perkinston. Photos by Dr. Martha Lou Smith. 

Left photo, PRCC’s Kyla Malone (24) of Oxford goes up
for a shot against Gulf Coast. Above, PRCC coach Scotty
Fletcher draws up a play for his team. Right photo,
PRCC’s Jamani Glover (24) drives to the basket.



S P O R T S  
The DRAWL January 2017 • Page 15

Members of the PRCC men’s basketball team for the 2016-17 season are (front row from left) Cameron Douglas
(Columbus), Jarrod Rigby (Bay St. Louis), Rodney Mallett (Lexington), Adrian Williams (Jackson) head coach Chris
Oney, Javontae McDavid (Columbus), Eli Arcement (Kiln), Jamani Glover (Mobile, Ala.), Ryan McRaney (Sumrall), (back
row from left) assistant coach Chris Woodall, manager Shawn Meeks, manager Jarell Lee, JíVari Thigpen (Jackson),
Craig Barnes (Poplarville), Leon Hampton (Jackson), Branden Sheppard (Shreveport, La.), Harold Givens (New
Orleans), Shemar Johnson (Columbus), manager Brandon Ladner, assistant coach Ryne Colvin.

Members of the PRCC women’s basketball team for the 2016-17 season are (from left) Rehema Franklin (New
Orleans), Deja Starks (Slidell, La.), Elexis Peyton (Jackson), Tiara Robins (Jackson), Tyasia Willis (Camden), Aarmanii
McDaniel (Gulfport), Kyla Malone (Oxford), head coach Scotty Fletcher, Destiny Williams (Liberty), Charisma Walker
(Brandon), Adyn Strickland (Saucier), Tariah Mouton (Meridian), Cotoria Blackmon (Jackson), redshirt Audriana Howard
(Columbia) and Nicole Brock (Long Beach).

2016-17 PRCC men’s basketball team

2016-17 PRCC women’s basketball team

PRCC head women’s basketball coach Scotty Fletcher
(left) and assistant coach Kelvin Nixon react to action
against Jones County at White Coliseum.

PRCC freshman Charisma Walker (Brandon) drives
through the lane to the basket during action against
Southwest at White Coliseum.

PRCC freshman Destiny Williams (Liberty) shoots a layup
during action against Southwest at M.R. White Coliseum.
Photos by Dr. Martha Lou Smith.

Above, PRCC freshman Jamari Glover (20) of Mobile, Ala.,
puts up a jump shot during action against Jones County at
White Coliseum. Left photo, PRCC sophomore Leon
Hampton of Jackson has an open look at a short jump
shot in front of the basket during South Division action
against Southwest. Right photo, PRCC freshman Rodney
Mallett of Lexington pulls up for a jump shot in front of the
Southwest bench.

Wildcats come
up just short

In the end, Pearl River
Community College was un-
able to make enough plays to
pull out an upset, dropping a
heartbreaking 73-70 setback
at the hands of Mississippi
Gulf Coast in men’s basket-
ball action Jan. 26 at
Perkinston.

The Wildcats have lost four
of their last five games, falling
to 10-5 overall and 2-4 in the
MACJC South Division. 

Gulf Coast, which received
votes in this week’s NJCAA
rankings, improved to 13-2
and 5-1.

“We didn’t make enough
plays at the end,” said PRCC
coach Chris Oney. “But I’m
proud of our guys for the way
they battled. When we got
down in the first half, they
could have packed it in, but
they stepped up and fought
back.”

For most of the first half, it
looked like another blowout
similar to the Wildcats’ deba-
cle against East Central this
past Monday, a 27-point drub-
bing, as PRCC fell behind by
16 points, 40-24, with 4:20 to
play in the half. 

But the Wildcats closed the
half on a 13-4 run to trail by
just seven points at halftime,
44-37.

Pearl River needed less than
five minutes of game time to
eat up that deficit, tying the
game 50-50 on Rodney
Mallet’s 3-point shot with
15:04 to play in the second
half. The Wildcats also tied it
up at 64-64 on a 3-pointer by
Ryan McRaney with 7:43 to
play.

But Pearl River could never
get the lead, as the Bulldogs
always had an answer, pulling

ahead each time they were
challenged. 

Still, PRCC had plenty of
chances after Winston
Morgan put MGCCC ahead
70-64 on back-to-back 3-
pointers. 

Branden Sheppard sank
both ends of a 1-and-1 free
throw opportunity, then
Mallett made it 70-68 with a
running jumper with under a
minute to go.

Davion Cole-Johnson made
one of two foul shots with
44.7 seconds to play to give
Gulf Coast a 71-68 lead, but
Mallett hit another jumper to
close the margin to one point.

With 13.8 seconds remain-
ing, PRCC got a defensive re-
bound for a chance to take the
lead in the final seconds, but
Mallett’s shot was off the
mark, and Tedrian Brisco
made a pair of foul shots with
4.8 seconds left for Gulf
Coast.

The Wildcats had one final
chance, but were unable to get
a shot off in time.

Branden Sheppard scored
16 points to lead the Wildcats,
Jamani Glover had 12 points,
and Mallett and McRaney
each added 11 points.

Upcoming games
Feb. 2 - host Meridian
Feb. 6 - at Southwest
Feb. 9 - at Jones County
Feb. 13 - host Hinds
Feb. 16 - at East Central
Feb. 20 - host Miss. Gulf
Coast
Feb. 23 - host Co-Lin
Feb. 27- March 2 - MACJC
Tournament at South Men
(Home games begin at 5:30
p.m. (W) and 7:30 p.m. (M).

Gulf Coast wins 73-70

Lady Wildcats let big lead slip away in loss 
Pearl River Community College couldn’t

handle prosperity against Mississippi Gulf
Coast, letting a 16-point lead slip through their
fingers in a 51-49 loss in women’s basketball
action Jan. 26 at Perkinston.

PRCC lost its fourth straight game, falling to
8-5 overall and 1-5 in the South Division.
MGCCC improved to 7-8 and 1-5.

“We started missing shots, and I think that
affected our level of effort,” said PRCC coach
Scotty Fletcher. “And we really miss the lead-
ership of Elexis Peyton, our starting point
guard.

“I think we got intimidated by the environ-
ment, and there was no one who could get us
settled down. That’s where we really missed
Elexis.”

Peyton, a freshman from Jackson, suffered a

season-ending knee injury in early January,
and the Lady Wildcats have struggled offen-
sively ever since. 

Nevertheless, the Lady Wildcats used a
strong second quarter to build a 28-16 lead at
halftime, then increased their margin to 16
points, 34-18, with 7:07 to play in the third
quarter.

But Gulf Coast outscored Pearl River 15-7
over the remainder of the period to trail 41-33
going into the final 10 minutes. 

The Lady Bulldogs steadily whittled away at
the deficit, outscoring PRCC 12-6 to cut the
lead to 47-45 with 2:50 to play.

Gulf Coast made it 49-48 with 55.7 seconds
left on a free throw, then got a pair of turnovers
on successive Lady Wildcat possessions be-
fore Jordana Jolley was fouled with 8.9 sec-

onds left. 
Jolley sank two free throws to give MGCCC

the lead, and the Lady Bulldogs sealed the win
after forcing a Pearl River turnover and getting
another foul shot with less than a second re-
maining.

Lady Wildcats’ leading scorer Rehema
Franklin had a rare off night, finishing with
just 7 points, well under her 19.5-point aver-
age. 

The Lady Wildcats also converted just 15 of
32 foul shots, and were 0-for-4 from the line in
the fourth quarter.

Freshman Charisma Walker had a game-
high 13 points, Tyasia Willis added 11 points
and 9 rebounds, and Adyn Strickland pulled
down 13 rebounds for PRCC.

The Lady Wildcats were back on the road

for a 6 p.m. contest Monday against Copiah-
Lincoln, before returning home to face
Meridian on Feb. 2. 

Women’s basketball summary
Gulf Coast 51, Pearl River 49
Pearl River   10 18  13  8   - 49
Gulf Coast     8   8  17 18 -   51
PEARL RIVER (8-5, 1-5 in South

Division): Adyn Strickland 7 (13 rebounds),
Charisma Walker 13, Rehema Franklin 7,
Tyasia Willis 11 (9 rebounds), Kyla Malone 9,
Tiara Robins 2. 

MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST (7-8, 1-5 in
South Division): Kim Calhoun 1, Deona
Morgan 8, Shaniqua Tobias 8, Jordana Jolley
6, Eden Duckworth 4, Whitney Williams 2,
Eanna Sims 7, Mimi Bishop 3, Fredricka
Dortch 2, Keiara Williams 19.



By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

POPLARVILLE - Michael Avalon is ap-
proaching his first season as head baseball
coach at Pearl River Community College with
cautious optimism, as the Wildcats get ready
for the 2017 season.

Avalon was hired last June to replace Josh
Hoffpauir, who resigned after six seasons.
Avalon spent the past five seasons as head
coach at Mississippi Delta, so he is very famil-
iar with the rigors of MACJC baseball.

“I think it’s the toughest league in junior col-
lege baseball,” said Avalon. “We have teams in
our region who are challenging for a national
championship every year, and, obviously, Jones
won it all last year. That’s who we want to com-
pete with.”

To get to that level, the Wildcats will build
around a group of solid sophomore
hitters, while developing a largely-
untested pitching staff.

“We’ve got several guys in the
mix for the No. 1 starting job,” said
Avalon. “We have a couple of trans-
fers from Division I programs who
will help us there.

“But right now, most likely Drake
Nightengale will get the ball for the
season opener.”

Nightengale, a sophomore right-
hander from Sumrall, was 5-0 for the
Wildcats last season while working as a spot
starter and a long reliever.

“Drake was very impressive in the fall,” said
Avalon. “He’s got great stuff and he’s been
around the game all of his life.” 

Also returning is left-hander Parker Dungan
of Columbia (2-2 last season), who Avalon said
is, “continuing to improve as a pitcher.” 

Avalon is hoping that freshman Jason Garrett
(Tupelo) and sophomore Peyton Lee
(Picayune) can come in and add depth to the
mound corps. 

Garrett signed with Memphis out of high
school last year before coming to PRCC for the
spring semester, as did Lee, who is back with
the Wildcats after going through the fall season
at Southern Miss.

However, Lee will also be counted on heavi-
ly both at the plate and in the outfield. Last sea-
son, he was PRCC’s leading hitter with a .394
batting average.

Also back in the outfield is sophomore
Austin Moffett of Taylorsville, who batted .319
and drove in 21 runs and appears ticketed for
centerfield. 

Other leading candidates for a starting job in

the outfield include Bryson Medious, a former
Columbia High standout who redshirted at
Jones County last season before transferring to
PRCC.

The infield is still a work in progress, but
Avalon likes the pieces he has to work with,
even if the team’s depth isn’t what he would
like for it to be.

Sophomore Lucas Scott (Lucedale) appears
set at third base, and freshman Simon Landry
of Ponchatoula, La., has turned heads at first
base. Scott batted .348 last season, with 34
RBIs. 

Avalon said sophomore Graham Hackbarth,
who hit .337 with 34 RBIs, will find a place to
play in the infield, probably at shortstop.

Others battling for playing time in the infield
are sophomores Noah Nicaud and Donte
Peters, and freshman Kevin Carter.

The Wildcats are also set at the designated
hitter position, with the return of
sophomore Jonathan Turner, who
batted .376, drove in 26 runs and
drew 33 walks. Turner will also add
some depth in the outfield.

Behind the plate, Avalon will em-
ploy a catcher-by-committee ap-
proach with freshmen Logan Walters
(Moss Point) and Tristan Hopgood
(Waveland), along with sophomore
John Moore, at least until redshirt
sophomore Brody Bray is at full

strength.
Bray, out of Taylorsville, was ear-

marked for the starting job last season but tore
his rotator cuff in preseason and was forced to
redshirt. He is due back at 100 percent in
March. 

Late-game situations on the mound will be
the job of redshirt sophomore Billy Cox of
Ocean Springs, who appears set as the closer.
However, Avalon raved about freshman Colby
White, out of West Marion.

“As long as he can stay healthy, Billy Cox is
a guy we’ll lean on at the back end of games,”
said Avalon. “But Colby White has really been
impressive. He was kind of a sleeper coming
out of high school, but nobody’s sleeping on
him anymore.” 

PRCC opens the 2017 regular season on Feb.
17 at home against Southeastern, Iowa, with a
1 p.m. doubleheader.

“We’re excited about the season,” said
Avalon. “You never really know what you have
until you play some games, but so far the guys
have done everything we’ve asked them to do.”
n PRCC’s assistant coaches this season in-

clude Rhyne Hughes, Anthony Izzio and Kyle
Dolan.  
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Avalon

Day Date Opponent Time Location

Saturday Feb. 18th Southeastern CC (Iowa)1:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Tuesday Feb. 21st Marion Military CC (AL)12:00 (9x7) Marion, AL
Friday Feb. 24th Dyersburg CC (TN) 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Wednesday March 1st Bossier Parish CC (LA)3:00 (9x7) Jackson, MS (Millsa
Friday March 3rd Pensacola State 1:00 (9x7) Pensacola, FL
Tuesday March 7th Marion Military CC (AL)1:00 (1x7) Poplarville, MS
Tuesday March 7th Delgado CC (LA) 7:00 (1x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday March 11th Delgado CC (LA) 1:00 (9x7) New Orleans, LA
Tuesday March 14th Spoon River CC (IL) 4:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday March 18th Northwest MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Wednesday March 22nd Baton Rouge CC (LA) 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday March 25th Northeast MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Tuesday March 28th Ms Gulf Coast CC 3:00 (9x7) Perkinston, MS
Saturday April 1st Itawamba CC 2:00 (9x7) Fulton, MS
Wednesday April 5th East Central CC 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday April 8th Meridian CC 2:00 (9x7) Meridian, MS
Tuesday April 11th Southwest MS CC 3:00 (9x7) Summitt, MS 
Friday April 14th MS Delta CC 1:00 (9x7) Moorhead, MS
Wednesday April 19th Hinds CC 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday April 22nd East MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Scooba, MS
Tuesday April 25th Jones County JC 4:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday April 29th Holmes CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Wednesday May 3rd Co-Lin CC 3:00 (2x7) Wesson, MS
Saturday May 6th Coahoma CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS

2017 PRCC baseball schedule

Avalon confident 
about ’17 Wildcats

Above, Noah Nicaud of St. Stanislaus takes a practice swing during workouts. Below,
pitcher Parker Dungan of Columbia will be one of the starters this season. 

Infielder Graham Hackbarth
of Birmingham, Ala., will be
competing for playing time.   

Both soccer teams at Pearl River Community
College last fall were mostly populated by
freshmen, and with most of them poised to re-
turn for their sophomore seasons, recruiting is
not as urgent a need as in other years.

Nevertheless, both the Wildcats and Lady
Wildcats have added some new players to bol-
ster their rosters for the 2017 season.

Lady Wildcat coach Jack Byrd signed six
players to scholarship offers, while PRCC
men’s coach Drew Gallant added three players.

Signing with the Pearl River women are
Taylor Mitchell of Northeast Jones, Taylor
Madden and Shelby Lowery, all of Northeast
Jones, plus Raine Frazier of Lewisburg, Sarah

Havens of East Central and Grace Sanders,
from Oak Grove.

Manning, Frazier and Madden have been se-
lected to play in the MHSAA All-Star Game.

The Wildcats signed Bo Bowman, from Bay
High, Isidro Loya of Picayune and Cameron
Hatch, from East Central.
n Gallant will conduct the February ID camp

on Saturday, Feb. 11. The camp is for varsity
players in grades 9-12.

Byrd has set the schedules for his women’s
soccer summer camps. The junior varsity/mid-
dle school camp is scheduled for June 5-8, the
youth camp will be June 11 and the varsity
camp will be June 26-28. 

Wildcat soccer teams add signees

The lifeblood of any college football team,
whether it is junior college or senior college, is
successful recruiting.

Pearl River Community College coaches will
get a chance to see how their hard work in the
field has paid off on Feb. 1 on National Signing
Day, the first day high school seniors are al-
lowed to sign college scholarship offers.

Although the Wildcats have more than 30
freshmen from last fall’s squad on campus par-
ticipating in offseason workouts, PRCC coach-
es expect to sign anywhere from 30 to 40 play-
ers to a National Letter of Intent.

Wildcat fans can follow along with PRCC’s
signees on Signing Day through the various so-
cial media accounts for Wildcat athletics, in-
cluding PRCC Athletics and Pearl River
Football on Twitter.

Pearl River is looking for a significant im-
provement from its 2-7 overall record (2-4 in
the South Division). One positive sign for the
upcoming season is the fact that Wildcat head
coach David Saunders has retained his entire
staff from last fall. 

Saunders said he expects to hold spring prac-
tice for the rising sophomore class from March
6 through April 22. 

The NJCAA allows schools 20 practice dates
during the spring semester. There was no word
about whether the Wildcats would hold any
kind of scrimmage at the end of spring drills.

Four more sophomores from last fall’s team
have moved on to four-year programs, signing
during the early signing period for junior col-
leges.

Wide receiver Joronnie Hinton is headed for
the University of the Cumberlands (Ky.), wide
receiver Cameron Bolton has signed with
Arkansas-Pine Bluff, offensive lineman Keith
Delaune will continue his playing career at
Lincoln (Mo.) University and running back
Caleb Kinlaw has been accepted at the
University of South Carolina as a preferred
walk-on.

Two other Wildcat sophomores are commit-
ted to sign with four-year schools on Signing
Day. Cornerback Tyler Jack has changed his
commitment from Troy University to Southern
Miss, and is expected to sign with the Golden
Eagles, and defensive end Shelton Fortenberry
has committed to Belhaven University.

The Wildcats have added three spring semes-
ter transfers to the freshmen participating in off-
season workouts.

Quarterback Justin Agner, a 6-footer original-
ly from Woodstock, Ga., comes to PRCC from
Kent State; offensive lineman Noah Pace of St.
Francisville, La., is transferring from Victor
Valley (Cal.) CC, and linebacker Noble
Watkins, a Hattiesburg High product, is coming
to Pearl River after one season (2015) at
Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

Football signing day looms

Pearl River Community College will host its
inaugural First Pitch Dinner as a way of intro-
ducing the 2017 Wildcats to the public. The din-
ner will be held at 6 p.m. Feb. 11 at the Bender
Cafeteria on the PRCC campus.

Former Wildcat great and former
head baseball coach Jay Artigues will
be the speaker. Artigues is now the
director of athletics at Southeastern
Louisiana University. 

Artigues had a standout playing ca-
reer at PRCC, then returned as head
coach in 2001, leading the Wildcats
to an appearance in the NJCAA
World Series, along with three
MACJC state championships. Pearl

River was 168-51 during his four-year tenure as
coach.

He then spent eight seasons as head baseball
coach at SLU, before taking his current position

as AD at the school in 2013.
Players and coaches for the 2017

Wildcats will be introduced follow-
ing dinner, and there will a silent auc-
tion and door prizes. Tickets are $30
a person and $15 for those age 15 and
under. For more information, contact
Avalon at mavalon@prcc.edu.

PRCC opens the 2017 regular sea-
son on Feb. 17 at home against
Southeastern, Iowa, with a 1 p.m.
doubleheader.Artigues

Artigues to speak at Wildcat dinner

Ball park renovations
Above and below pictures, workers have spent the fall se-
mester renovating and bricking the field house at the
PRCC baseball complex. 
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