
Beauty and the Beast
show coming April 14-16

The Department of Fine Arts and Communication will pres-
ent Beauty and the Beast on April 14-16 at the Brownstone
Center.

Courtney King of Columbia and Micah Eastridge of Carriere
have been cast in the starring roles of the Disney classic. It tells
the story of Belle, a young woman in a provinical town, and the
Beast, who is really a young prince trapped in a spell. If he can
learn to love and be loved, the curse will end and he will be
transformed to his former self. But time is running out and if the
Beast doesn’t learn the lessons, he and his household will be
doomed for eternity.

A Brownstone Premier Event, the musical will be presented at
7 p.m. Thursday and Friday, April 14 and 15, and at 2 p.m.
Saturday, April 16. Tickets are $20 for orchestra level seating
and $15 for the balcony and go on sale March 21.

Alumnus Karen Moore
to speak at graduation

Karen Moore will be the speaker for graduation at 10 a.m. May
13 in Marvin R. White Coliseum.

Moore, a 1985 PRCC graduate, is chief executive officer of the
Baldwin County EMC, the largest electric cooperative in Alabama.

She is the daughter of Beverly and Frank Ladner, a long-time
member of the PRCC Board of Trustees.

Students who want to take part in the graduation ceremony
must order caps and gowns by Thursday, April 21, and apply by
Thursday, April 28, to have their names in the program. 

For complete information, order form and instructions on how
to apply go to http://prcc.edu/academics/graduation.

Practical nursing students
excel on NCLEX tests

The 2015 practical nursing students did extremely well on their
National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX) board tests,
said Dr. Melissa Bryant, program director.

“We had a 95 percent pass rate,” she said. “They have worked
hard.”

The figure represents students at both the Poplarville campus and
the Forrest County Center.

All of the 30 students who entered the 2015 program at the
Forrest County Center graduated, Bryant said. 

The Forrest County Center 2016 class has lost two students while
one of 10 students has dropped out of the dual enrollment program.

Little Black Dress event
takes place on April 2

The Pearl River Community College Development
Foundation will host the Little Black Dress scholarship lunch-
eon on Saturday, April 2.

The event raises money for the Student Alumni Association
Scholarship fund and will include a fashion show and silent auc-
tion. Those attending are encouraged to wear a little black dress.

The luncheon will be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 2 at
the home of PRCC President William and Janet Gale Lewis on
the Poplarville campus.

Tickets are $50. Deadline for purchasing tickets is Thursday,
March 24. They can be purchased by check to PRCC
Foundation, P.O. Box 5389, Poplarville, MS 39470 or by credit
card by calling 601 403-1193. 

Awards Day scheduled
Top students will be honored at Awards Day ceremonies be-

fore the semester ends.
Awards Day on the Poplarville campus will be at 3 p.m.

Tuesday, April 26, in the Brownstone Center.
The Forrest County Center Awards Day will be at 11 a.m.

Monday, May 2, in the multipurpose room.

Class favorites selected
Katherine Johnson of Tylertown and Zach Boone of Sandy

Hook have been elected Miss and Mr. PRCC for 2016.
Class favorites on the Poplarville campus are Belle Failla of

Picayune and Joshua Neal of Purvis, sophomores; and Mary
Kate Lott of Purvis and Eli Arcement of Kiln, freshmen.

Forrest County Center class favorites are sophomores Ethel
Stokes of Hattiesburg and Tyler Abney of Purvis. Freshman
class favorites are Alexis Pickens of New Albany and Kevin
Craft of Hattiesburg.

At the Hancock Center, class favorites are Ashley Taylor of Kiln
and Christopher Edenfield of Diamondhead, sophomores; and
Samantha Hipps of Pearlington and Juwan Hollins of Waveland.
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Singer Sandi Patty brings the house down

Above, the PRCC Singers
had the once-in-a-lifetime
experience of backing Sandi
Patty on March 7 before a
packed house at the
Brownstone Center. Left,
Sandi Patty and her musi-
cians take a selfie with the
PRCC Singers during re-
hearsal. See more pictures
on page 8.
PRCC Public Relations pho-
tos

The Phi Theta Kappa chapters at PRCC
are consistently recognized for excellence
and an individual member has received a
prestigious scholarship.

Victoria Valliant of Picayune has been
selected as a 2016 Coca-Cola Community
College Academic Team Bronze Scholar
and will receive a $1,000 scholarship. She
was named to the Mississippi All-
Academic First Team and was to be rec-
ognized as a Bronze Scholars at the March
22 luncheon in Jackson.

She also will be honored at NerdNation,
PTK’s international convention set for
April 7-9 in National Harbor, Md.

Dr. Adam Breerwood also will be hon-
ored at the convention, receiving the
Distinguished Administrator Award.

Breerwood, vice president for the
Poplarville campus and Hancock Center,
was nominated by the Beta Tau Gamma
PTK chapter at the Forrest County Center
and the Iota Mu chapter in Poplarville.

Both of the chapters were recognized
for maintaining Five Star Chapter status
when they attended the Mississippi
/Louisiana Regional Conference Feb. 26-
27 at Mississippi State University.

Five Star Chapter status is PTK’s high-
est ranking.

The Iota Mu chapter in Poplarville re-
ceived the following awards:
n Distinguished Alumnus - Advisor

Stephanie Lee
n Golden Key Award - Lorrie Warren
nOutstanding Regional Project Exhibit

- first place
nHonors Study Topic Theme 8 - second
n Honors in Action Award - seventh
Beta Tau Gamma at the Forrest County

Center received the following:
n Most Distinguished Chapter Award -

third place
n Distinguished Alumnus - Michaela

Donohue
n Golden Key Award - Evan Thornton
n Honors Study Topic Theme 8 - first
n Honors in Action Project - fourth
n Distinguished College Project - fourth 
n Brendan Massey is an international

candidate for vice president of District II
and a member of the chapter will serve as
regional Webmaster.
n PTK inductions, pagers 5-6.

PTK chapters garner numerous awards

Victoria Valliant (right) of Picayune is pictured with Dr. Terri
Ruckel, Beta Tau Gamma chapter advisor. 

Lorrie Warren (right) of Poplarville is pictured with
Stephanie Lee, Iota Mu chapter advisor.

The PRCC Collegiate
DECA team of Jessica Theriot
of Poplarville and Corey Willis
of Hancock brought home a
first place in Sports
Entertainment Marketing re-
cently at the State Career
Development Conference con-
vention held in Southaven.

According to Katie
Davenport, instructor of busi-
ness marketing management
technology  and DECA advi-
sor, Theriot and Willis were
given a scenario and had an
hour to prepare and brainstorm
without Internet access and 15
minutes to present their
changes/advice to the judges.

“Our topic was basically
bringing in people from the
baby-boomer generation into
the gym for a workout,” said
Theriot. “We had about an
hour to prepare a plan and then
we had 15 minutes to present it
to a judge. He asked us some
questions and made some
comments on our promotion
plan.”

Later that night, the PRCC
pair heard the good news. “We
were really nervous waiting
for the winners,” she said. 

“This was a total surprise,”
said Davenport. “It was one of
the largest categories for com-
petition and they competed
against seven teams. One of
the team members that placed
second was the vice president
of the Mississippi DECA
Chapter. 

“I knew they had a great un-
derstanding about the material
but to beat a student from a
university level was awesome.
Corey and Jessica paired well

together. Jessica knows the
marketing lingo and Corey
knows about sports. Together
they were a dynamic duo that
could think and speak the
part.”

Next up, they will compete
and represent Mississippi
DECA and PRCC at the
International Career Develop-
ment Conference in Washing-
ton, D.C. on April 16-19,
where they will go up against
students from universities in
the U.S. as well as students
from Canada and Mexico.  

Said Theriot, “I love DECA
because it provides students an
opportunity to learn things like
interview skills.”

And when news came that
they won first place, “The first
thing that went through my
mind is I will be going to
Washington D.C. for the first
time. I am excited.”  

Collegiate DECA is a na-
tional student organization
dedicated to enhancing the
skills of emerging leaders and
entrepreneurs for careers in
marketing, finance, and man-
agement.

The organization has been
providing valuable knowledge
and student connections to the
business world for over 50
years.

Davenport and Rebekah
Jackson, also a marketing and
management instructor, are
DECA advisors.

“PRCC has a long history of
successfully having students re-
ceive high marks in their com-
petitive events and this year was
no exception to that tradition,”
said Davenport.

Theriot, Willis advance in DECA

Jessica Theriot and Corey Willis show off their first-place
award at the state DECA competition. The PRCC students
will now advance to the international competition April 16-
19 in Washington, D.C.

Students in career-technical
education won four second
place medals and three third
place awards at Skills USA
competition March 1-2 in
Jackson.

Second place winners were
Baylee Vial of Poplarville, ar-
chitectural drafting; Michelle
Maloney of Sumrall, nail care;
Branden Steiner of Bay St.
Louis, technical drafting; and

the welding fabrication team
of Mason Davis of Lumberton,
Cade Morgan of Hattiesburg
and Jonathan Woodruff of
Poplarville.

Winning third place were
Taylor Brustowicz of
Hattiesburg, motorcyle service
technology; Frank Venezia IV
of Kiln, welding; and Miranda
Woodruff of Poplarville, weld-
ing sculpture.

Skills USA students place
in career-tech competition

PRCC head football coach David Saunders took time out
March 10 to read to students at J.E. Johnson Elementary
School in Prentiss. Find out who the members of Coach
Saunders’ first football staff are on page 15.

Reading to children
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Pearl River Community College offers equal edu-

cation and employment opportunities. We do not dis-

criminate on the basis of race, religion, color, sex,

age, national origin, veteran status, or disability. For

inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies or

to request accommodations, special assistance, or al-

ternate format publication, please contact Tonia

Moody, ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator, at P.O. Box

5118, Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601 403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredit-

ed by the Southern Association of Colleges and

Schools Commission on Colleges to award as-

sociate degrees. Contact the Commission on

Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,

Georgia 30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500,

or at http://www.sacscoc.org for questions

about the accreditation of Pearl River

Community College. The Commission is only

to be contacted to learn about the accreditation

status of the College, to file a third-party com-

ment at the time of the College’s decennial re-

view, or to file a complaint against the College

with evidence that appears to support non-

compliance with a standard or requirement. All

normal inquiries about the institution, such as

admission requirements, financial aid, educa-

tional programs, etc., should be addressed di-

rectly to Pearl River Community College and

not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation By TAYLOR WATTS
The Drawl Staff Writer

It’s been a few weeks since the Academy
Awards and I thought it would be great for me
to list my picks of the best movies of 2015.

The Revenant, Ex Machina, Star Wars: The
Force Awakens, Straight Outta Compton,
Goosebumps. All great films, but yet they did-
n’t quite make my list of the best movies of
2015. Let’s start the countdown.

10) The Hateful Eight
One of the greatest mystery movies in a

while, and really was WAY better than anoth-
er mystery themed film, The Loft (don’t watch
it FYI). Samuel L. Jackson gives a fantastic
performance that should’ve received an Oscar
nomination, and added to Quentin Tarantino’s
remarkable directing career.

9) The Gift
I’m sort of used to seeing Jason Bateman in

a comedy, but he really had me going in this
thriller. As for Joe Edgerton, who was part of
making the movie, plays one of the more sym-
pathetic stalker-like characters in... a while.

8) Concussion
Of the actors I like to watch, Adam Sandler,

Tom Hanks, Eddie Murphy, I was wondering
when Will Smith will have an accent in his
next movie? Based on a true story, Smith gives
a great performance as Dr. Bennett Omalu for
which he was nominated for Best Actor at the
Golden Globes. However if no football play-
ers or fans will watch this movie, I understand.

7) Bridge of Spies
From the possibly never noticed, actor-di-

rector combo of Steven Spielberg and Tom

Hanks, this movie is proof that Tom Hanks is
still capable of what he’s done in the past, and
Mark Rylance deserved the award for Best
Supporting Actor at the Oscars for his portray-
al of James Donovan’s (Tom Hanks) client.
Though a nomination for Spielberg and Hanks
would’ve been great too.

6) The Martian
One of the best andaithful book-to-film

adaptations of recent memory, this movie is
smart, thrilling, suspenseful, and surprisingly
funny. Matt Damon does give one of the best
performances of his career, and the
cinematography is very beautiful.

5) Kingsman: The Secret
Service

For people who thought this was
a wannabe James Bond, you are
dead wrong. It’s more than that.
Colin Firth surprisingly gives a
great performance as an action
hero, and Samuel L. Jackson gives
another great performance as a
douchie villain who loves
McDonalds. For all you action
genre fans, don’t miss out on this
film.

4) Avengers: Age of Ultron
Another fantastic action film to make my

list. Though I didn’t think we needed a sequel
to the brilliance that was the first Avengers
film of 2012. The action isn’t brainless one bit.
The humor had me laughing out loud at times,
and the ending might make you wonder if we
were going to have third one.

3) Creed
This movie is a little something for every-

one. It’s a great film for old Rocky fans. It’s a
great and deserving role for Michael B. Jordan
and made me forget he was in the awful
Fantastic 4 film of 2015. It was a good come-
back film for Sylvester Stallone and proved he
was more than just a stone faced action star.
Even if you’re not a fan of the Rocky fran-
chise, this is still a good film for young adults
going for their dreams.

2) Mad Max: Fury Road
Hard to believe it’s been three decades since

the last installment of the Mad Max franchise,
and the wait for a fourth installment
was worth it. Tom Hardy takes over
Mel Gibson, and really nails it with
some help from a great supporting
character played by Charlize
Theron. The action is amazing, the
designs and cinematography are
breathtaking, and there was not one
dull moment in the film.

1) Inside Out
That’s right an animated film is

my No. 1. What’s it to you? I love
animated films, and it’s Pixar...so

it’s gotta be great. And it is. With a lot
of memorable characters, an amazing screen-
play, and moments that either made me laugh
out loud or shed a tear, the movie was awe-
some from start to finish. It was great that it
won Best Animated Film at the Oscars, but it
would’ve been awesome if it was nominated
for Best Picture like Up and Toy Story 3 were.

Oh Well. All in all, I thought it was a great
year for movies.
n Taylor Watts is a sophomore from

Columbia. 

Some of better movies in 2015

Watts

By IVERY BODDIE
The Drawl Staff Writer

The following is a poem that I wrote a year
ago. It was originally written for an assignment
in my Composition II class. 

After submitting the poem and
reading it before the classroom, I re-
alized that this poem was more than
a letter grade for me. This poem is
my story as well as the story of my
family and friends.

This poem is dedicated to every-
one who has a vision and those who
help to make that vision a reality.

-----
Immigrant’s Soul
I’ve seen hands that helped to

build a nation,

Legs that have walked miles on a dream.
I’ve listened to the voice of determination,
And heard my people silently scream
We traveled far in search of a better life
We bore the scars and sadness of strife
Upon this soil your dream was built.

Like golden fire burning in the
sky,

We have not been suppressed
Drying the tides behind our eyes
We have progressed
Clutching the threads of our

dreams
We have sown the fabrics of hope
Long live the immigrant’s soul
Upon this soil your dream was

built.
n Ivery Boddie is a sophomore

student from Sandy Hook.Boddie

By VICTORIA VALLIANT
The Drawl Staff Writer

Mid-term exams are next week and none of
us can believe the time flew by so quickly.

The scramble to get everything submitted on
time, and, for some, to beg for extra credit, has
gotten everyone off their head. 

Repeat this mantra with me:
“Spring break is next week.” and
take a deep breath.

Those of us anticipating gradua-
tion must be careful, however, as the
deadline for scholarship and transfer
applications is a mere month away.
Not to mention the daunting, frus-
trating mess of planning out where
everything goes. 

No, you’re not crazy, those links
really did bring you in a full circle. 

Three times.
Take advantage of your advisers, people.

They have found the red tape and cut it many
times before. Those glorious people can be
your beacon of light as they guide you to the
four- year school best for you. 

While it is okay to be nervous and it is okay
to be confused, it is not okay not to do anything
about it. Rest up, relax, then power through. 

Before you know it, finals will be
here and graduation will have come
and gone.
n Victoria Valliant is a sopho-

more student from Carriere. She
has been selected as a 2016 Coca-
Cola Community College
Academic Team Bronze Scholar.
Selection as a Coca-Cola Bronze
Scholar was based on scores the
student earned in the All-USA
Community College Academic
Team competition, for which

more than 1,900 applications were
received this year.

Valliant

Words of ‘Encouragement’ It takes some dedication
to make vision a reality

By JOCELYNE BROWN SIMS
The Drawl Staff Writer

Students at the Forrest County Center are
learning first-hand what it means to get in-
volved in their community. 

Traditional classroom teaching techniques
have taken a back seat to a more modernized
approach in order for future professionals to
gain real world experiences. 

In this instance, a few distinguished profes-
sors decided to test out a new course that would
allow students to not only study homelessness
and poverty in a classroom, but would prepare
them for face-to-face encounters with this issue
in their own community. 

“Two things inspired us,” said Dr.
Terri Smith Ruckel, an instructor and
academic innovator at PRCC. “The
Phi Theta Kappa project on home-
lessness in the Hub City, as well as
our interest in teaching classes with a
service learning component.” 

Dr. Ruckel, along with her hus-
band, Dr. Ryan Ruckel, and their col-
league, Dr. Aaryn Purvis, construct-
ed a plan to integrate community
service into academics. 

Sociology became the back drop
for this particular course. 

On Tuesdays, the students meet in the class-
room to discuss textbook and personal encoun-
ters. 

On Thursdays, everyone is sent to complete
their community service hours at a location(s)
of their choice. 

“I think it should help students to understand
the concept of putting study into practice,” said
Dr. Terri Ruckel. “I’m hoping for more of the
same for next year.”

The teachers at PRCC contributed a lot of
time and effort into making sure that this course
would live up to everything they dreamt of, and
so far, PRCC students are enjoying every mo-
ment.

“We’ve done some amazing things,” said
freshman Breanna Cheval. “Aside from work-
ing in our community, we’ve also been able to
help out and fundraise on our campus. 

“Recently, we sold hamburger lunches from
Topher’s in order to raise money for a meal that

we plan to serve at The Field House, an organ-
ization that provides many services for the
homeless.” 

Kevin Craft, also a freshman at PRCC, sim-
ply wants to be a helping hand. 

“I know I may not be able to change the en-
tire world, but the least I can do is try to change
myself and my community,” he said.

“Knowing that my small effort will con-
tribute to a bigger purpose is what keeps me
motivated. Honestly, this course has taught me
a lot about homelessness and what I can do to
help those who want to be helped.” 

Students and teachers are willing to go the
extra mile to ensure that this course is offered
for years and years to come. 

The importance of hands on work
is just as important as classroom lec-
tures, which is why the honor stu-
dents at PRCC are thankful to be
“guinea pigs” for this trial run. 

Luckily, for students who missed
out this semester, word in the faculty
lunch room is that community in-
volvement will definitely be offered
to students next year (but you didn’t
hear that from me). 

What does community involve-
ment mean to you? Here are a few

more testimonials.
n Craft: “My small effort to contribute to a

bigger purpose. Something that what I do does-
n’t necessarily change the world, because I
can’t and it never will, but the least I can do is
try to change myself or my community.”
n Freshman Raechel Zimmerman:  “A hum-

bling experience. Gives you a reality check to
make you appreciate what you have, especially
working with the Light House. Being a mother
myself, it hits home.”
n Cheval:  “I would recommend that this

class be offered next semester. We hear a lot
about people helping others  ... I never under-
stood how that worked until I was able to get
the experience working in the community.

“Now I have a better understanding of what
my community needs and how I can help. And
how poverty actually works. There’s more to
it.”
n Jocelyn Brown Sims is a sophomore stu-

dent from Hattiesburg. 

Community involvement
puts study into practice

Brown Sims

Above, one aspect of the community involvement class at the Forrest County Center in-
volved selling hamburger lunches from Topher’s to raise money for The Field House.
Here Dr. Aaron Purvis (left), sociology instructor, prepares lunches for Adam Parker, as-
sistant director for public safety. 

Students recently helped decorate the multi-
purpose room for a Zumbathon to help raise
money to prepare a meal for The Field
House. Left, Jocelyne Brown Sims, Ericka
Ogden, Megan Seyfarth and Joseph Austin
hang streamers. Above, Rachel Carrfaro and
John Paul-Pierce decorate the black board. 

By BRANDON MOORE
The Drawl Staff Writer

How have you adjusted to college life at
Pearl River Community College in
Poplarville? I have adjusted really well at
PRCC.

I am in my first year and second semester.
I really love college, something a lot of stu-
dents might not say. I like to stay busy and
working into challenging assignments.
Sometimes it gets hard, but I just stay with it
knowing that I have good instructors that are
going to help me through it.

WOW! It is mid-term already
and it feels like we haven’t been in
school a whole month, although
that is how time flies. 

After this semester I will be a
sophomore, and I already know
about my future plans. After Pearl
River, I plan to attend USM, LSU,
or the University of Kentucky to
further my education in news jour-
nalism and also play basketball.

I am passing all of  my classes and
trying my best to earn Phi Theta Kappa status
so I can get some scholarship monies.

I always knew college would be
what I make out of it, and I am
taking advantage of it, because at
the end of the day, college is not
going to last forever.

So I always say, “why not go
ahead and do that assignment
today even though it may not be
due until a week or two from
now.”

And that is how I stay on track
in college at Pearl River.

n Brandon Moore is a sophomore stu-
dent from Laurel.

Moore

Making the most of my college days

United Blood Services technician Krystal Ross
of Hattiesburg prepares to get blood from as-
sociate degree nursing student Baleigh
Gebbia of Kiln on March 9. The campus-wide
blood drive was sponsored by the PRCC
Student Nursing Association.
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By Dr. STEPHEN BLACK
Director of the Honors Institute

Educating students to be their best is what
honors education is all about.  As a member of
the National Collegiate Honors Council, our
honors program centers around the characteris-
tics of a fully-developed Honors
Institute.  

Honor programs at small colleges
foster close student-faculty learning
relationships that help build self-
starting, independent students who
can be, for the rest of their lives,
their own best teachers.  Social
events, travel, and special honors
opportunities bond students to each
other, to the honors program, and to
the college as a whole.  

Honors student organizations and
activities enliven and deepen the pro-
gram.

To become a member of the Honors
Institute, the applicant must have a minimum
composite ACT score of 25 and a minimum
grade point average of 3.4 or must be a current
PRCC student who has completed 21 semester
hours of college work with a cumulative 3.4
grade point average or better.

The Pearl River Community College
Development Foundation Honors Institute
Scholarship Program offers incoming high
school students, if selected, an award of $2,000
per semester or $4,000 for their freshman year.
Students must complete the scholarship appli-
cation and submit it with the additional re-

quired materials no later than June
3, 2016.

Currently enrolled students with a
cumulative grade point average of
3.4 and completion of 21 hours may
also make application into the
Honors Institute program.

This semester honors students
have the opportunity to participate
in the Mississippi Honors
Conference at Delta State
University and in a USM
Undergraduate research symposium

in Hattiesburg.  Also, this summer a
select group of Honors students will be study-
ing abroad with PRCC in London.  Our annu-
al Medallion Ceremony in recognition of grad-
uating students is scheduled for May 5.

n Interested students who have questions
regarding the application and scholarship
process, should call Dr. Black, at (601) 403-
1274 or email sblack@prcc.edu.   

Black

The Honors Institute
spring 2016 activities

PRCC alumni attending Counselor’s Day on March 4 were, from left, Sarah Henderson,
Brooke Westbrook and Robin Craft, guidance counselors at Pearl River Central; Donna
Johnston with the Mississippi Department of Rehabilitation Services; Sheila Mason, coun-
selor at Hancock County Career-Technical Center; and Melissa Graham, counselor at
Forrest County Agricultural High School.

Counselor’s Day

By JESSICA THERIOT
The Drawl Staff Writer

“Know where whence you came. If you know
where whence you came, there are absolutely
no limitations to where you can go.” - James
Baldwin.

Riding down the road with a good friend of
mine reminiscing about our high school days,
a feeling rushed over me as I thought back on
a memory that truly made me realize how dif-
ferent I am now.

I thought back to the temper I had, the many
times I spoke without first thinking,
and all the other young and dumb
decisions I made. Trust me, there
was plenty to reflect on. 

I immediately realized what my
grandmother meant when she said,
“With every stage there is a new per-
son and with every heartache or
challenge a new and stronger person
emerges.” 

Without realizing what a beautiful
thing this was, I shook off the mem-
ory that had caused all this piecing
together and we continued on in con-
versation. 

It wasn’t until later in the week when I ran
into a girl I graduated with that the beauty of it
all would sink in.

As I spoke with this girl I hadn’t had a con-

versation with since high school, I was yet
again faced with memories from what seemed
like a different life. As I looked back I could
actually see myself in different walks of life
and how I changed in each. 

You may be asking why I feel this is such a
beautiful thing. Well, I ask you to reflect on the
quote from James Baldwin, and think back.

See yourself where you’re standing right
now, your mistakes and the remembered les-
sons learned. 

This way as you’re looking forward you can
be guided by the different versions of yourself

that made you who you are today,
and as I like to ask, may God erase
the fears of my past, to create in me
a brighter future. 

Be proud of who you are because
while your past does not define you,
it can guide and prepare you for
who you are to become. After all
mistakes and taking chances is how
we learn not to do the same dumb
thing twice.

Be you, be beautiful, and never
forget where you came from, for

that is the only way to know where it
is you’re trying to go.

“Those who are unaware of history are des-
tined to repeat it.” - George Santayana
n Jessica Theriot is a sophomore student

from Poplarville.

Theriot

Thinking back while
also looking forward 

By ANDREW SMITH
The Drawl Staff Writer

This month I’m going to
tell you about my first car. 

My first car was a 1999
Dodge Caravan. 

It was a forest green color;
had it for about a year, but  a
few weeks before “it,” hap-
pened, my van starting to leak
antifreeze. So now the van
started overheating. 

This happened right before

graduation from
Pearl River Central
High School, so I
was very stressed
about how I was
going to get to
school and back to
work. 

I was sad and
mad about my van
not just because it
broke down, but
because it was my
first car.

I had memories
in that car with my
friends. I still re-
member that day at
the band car wash. 

I had speakers in
my car, so we
plugged up our
phones and cranked
it up and listened to
music while we
washed the cars,

which was a fun day
for all of us.

I had fond memories
of my first automobile

Smith

There was also a time
at the band-car show we
needed something to
hang up a poster, so I
pulled my van to the side
of the road and we taped
the poster to the side of
the van. 

Thank you for reading
about my first car. Have
a nice day.   
n Andrew Smith is a

freshman student from
Carriere.  
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Sigma Kappa Delta English Honor Society at the Forrest County Center. Chief advisors
are Heather Peerboom and Dan Childers. Pictured are from left: Seated - Tierney
Manning of Sumrall, Tyler Abney of Purvis, Rachel Stringer of Hattiesburg, Barbara
Gipson of Purvis, and Lee Garner of Petal. Second row - Jocelyne Sims of Hattiesburg,
Victoria Valliant of Picayune, Mailahn Andrews of Hattiesburg and Childers. Back row -
Brendan Massey of Hattiesburg, John Graves of Bassfield, Evan Thornton of Collins, and
Breanna Patterson of Hattiesburg.

Sigma Kappa Delta Honor Society

The topic of PRCC student Candy Clark (right) of Petal’s Mu Alpha Theta presentation on
Feb. 25 was Choreography and Math. Following the viewing of a choreographed geome-
try video, Clark and PRCC student John Graves of Bassfield showed attendees some in-
dividual designs of geometric symbols.

Mu Alpha Theta presentation

Carmen Louque, a 2002 gradu-
ate of the PRCC surgical technol-
ogy program, was named
Employee of the Fourth Quarter
at St. James Parish Hospital.

She has worked at the hospital
in Lutcher, La., since 2013.

“I think it was awesome that
she was selected because often,
even though surgical techs do a
great job, we are considered be-
hind the scenes type personnel,”
said Tammy Allhoff, PRCC sur-
gical technology director. 

“There are a lot of people in the
general public that do not even
realize that surgical technologists
exist. Surgical technologists play

a vital role in the OR.”
While a student at PRCC,

Louque went on a mission trip to
Honduras before graduating in
July 2002 and beginning her ca-
reer at Ochsner Hospital in New
Orleans. She credits the late
Debbie Hinton, then-program di-
rector, and Allhoff for much of
her success.

“I owe a lot to you and Ms.
Debbie,” Louque said. “You both
took me in under your wings and
helped me bloom into the suc-
cessful surgical tech I am today.”

She and her husband, Fabian,
live in Gramercy, La., with their
two sons.

Carmen Louque (right)
and her mom,
Rebecca Forest.

Former surgical tech alum honored

On Feb. 26, Petal celebrat-
ed “Reading Across
America Day” which was
planned to coincide with Dr.
Suess’s birthday. Dr. Jana
Causey, vice president for
Forrest County Operations,
had the opportunity to read
to the kindergarten and 2nd
grade classes. She read the
book, Oh, The Places You’ll
Go! By: Dr. Seuss.
She also talked with the

students about the impor-
tance of college, reading,
and continuing their educa-
tion. “We gave the future
Wildcats at Petal stickers,
pencils, and coloring
books,” said Dr. Causey.

Dr. Suess’s birthday

Area legislators visit with PRCC students

It was biscuits, coffee, fresh fruit and a side of state lawmakers when Pearl River
Community College hosted its annual Legislative Breakfast at the Forrest County Center
March 7. Sens. John Polk and Billy Hudson and Reps. Toby Barker (right photo, right),
Brad Touchstone (left photo), Larry Byrd and Chris Johnson were on hand to share some

of the legislative session’s top issues. Barker talked about the importance of getting an
education and Touchstone touched on his career path to being an attorney, as well as his
time spent as a PRCC student when he met his wife, Janice, a Hattiesburg dentist.
Transportation Commissioner Tom King was also on hand to visit with students.    

State Sen. Billy Hudson (above, second from right) joined several of his state legislative
colleagues for the annual Legislative Breakfast at the Forrest County Center. A full house
of faculty and students were on hand for the event.

Above, first-term state Rep. Chris
Johnson chats with Dr. Beverly Lewis
and PRCC students during the
Legislative Breakfast. Left, state Rep.
Larry Byrd visits with PRCC police of-
ficer Adam Parker. Below, PRCC stu-
dent Victoria Valliant tells legislators,
faculty and students about how impor-
tant Pearl River Community College
has been to her as she prepares to
graduate. 
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HATTIESBURG - New members of the Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi Theta Kappa in-
ternational honor society were inducted Feb. 29 at the Forrest County Center of Pearl
River Community College. They include from left: Seated ñ Joseph Austin of Oak Grove,
Rachel Beach of Purvis, Jay Carney of Oak Grove, Rachel Carraro of Hattiesburg,
Lekala Coleman of Collins, Lakita Donaldson of Hattiesburg, Mariah Elliot of Sumrall,
Adam Engle of Purvis and John Graves of Bassfield. Second row - Dr. Jennifer Mraz,
faculty advisor; Margaret Hale of Hattiesburg, Samantha Henderson of Petal, Tabitha

Hendricks of Columbia, Turah Hicks of Petal, Boqin Hu of State Line, Brandy Jones of
Mize, Shelby King of Sumrall, Kimberly Marshall and Hunter Martin, both of Hattiesburg;
and Dr. Ryan Ruckel, faculty advisor. Third row - Dr. Terri Ruckel, faculty advisor; Alison
McIntyre of Dixie, Summer Mitchell of† Poplarville, Dylan Morris of Petal, Tyler Owen of
Oak Grove, Dana Peavy of Columbia, Forrest Pinson of† Hattiesburg, Daniel Prather of
Cincinnati, Ohio, Grady Slade of Brooklyn, and Douglas Donohue, faculty advisor. 
PRCC Public Relations photo

Phi Theta Kappa induction

College Transfer Fair 25 colleges

Forrest County Center students had an assortment of colleges and universities to choose
from during the College Transfer Fair March 3. Left, Jon Dyess (left) of Sumrall receives
some information from Rachel Lahasky, clinical instructor with the School of Social Work at
the University of Southern Mississippi. Center, Joseph Fortner and Breanna Cheval, both of
Hattiesburg, sign up for registration information from Tanya Barra-Dukes (right), admissions
counselor from Xavier University of Louisiana. Right, Ashleigh Johnson (right), joint admis-
sion counselor from the University of Alabama at Birmingham, discusses education oppor-

tunities with Mary Aultman of Seminary. Schools that participated in the College Transfer
Fair included Alcorn State University, Belhaven University, Columbia Southern University,
Delta State, Jackson State, Louisiana Tech, LSU, Millsaps College, Mississippi State,
Mississippi University for Women, Mississippi Valley State, Our Lady of the Lake College,
Southeastern Louisiana University, USM, Southern U-New Orleans, Tougaloo, UAB,
University of Mississippi Medical Center, Ole Miss, University of New Orleans, South
Alabama, USM Arym-ROTC, USM School of Social Work, WIlliam Carey and Xavier.   

Zumbathon fund raiser Dental Assisting

More than 50 participants took part in a Zumbathon fund
raiser at the Forrest County Center on March 3. Proceeds
from the event went to the Jessica House scholarship,
half-tuition for two semesters to a pre-allied health major,
and the SOC 1213 Community Involvement Class, which
is working to raise money to meet the needs of both the
Fieldhouse Homeless Shelter and the Lighthouse
Women’s Shelter. PRCC instructor Christina Otalvaro (right
photo) and Dr. Amanda Parker (below), Assistant Vice
President for Forrest County Operations, led the group in
their exercise routines.

PRCC Dental Assisting students participated in the Children’s
Dental Health Month Campaign by going into several elemen-
tary schools in our communities. 

The efforts made by students are to instruct in proper oral hy-
giene - good brushing and flossing techniques, good nutrition
and what causes tooth decay. Each group did their own theme
and activity with the class to reinforce the topics. 

PRCC student Bethany Leming (right) of Columbia demon-
strates flossing during a fifth-grade class at Ben’s Ford
Christian School. Joining her were classmates Kayla
Corkern of Poplarville and Lauren Calhoun of Sumrall.

PRCC student Shelby Odom (right) of Carthage, and
classmates Jessica Ladner of Poplarville and Amanda
Holland of  Petal, demonstrate good and bad food for teeth
at Poplarville Upper Elementary School.

PRCC student LeShecka Rawls of Columbia demonstrates
proper brushing technique at East Marion Head Start.

Victoria Valliant (right) of
Picayune, who was se-
lected as a 2016 Coca-
Cola Community College
Academic Team Bronze
Scholar, spoke to legisla-
tors, faculty and students
during the annual
Legislative Breakfast at
the Forrest County Center
March 7. 

Tori speaks
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The Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at Pearl River Community College inducted 48
new members in a March 3 ceremony at the Brownstone Center for the Arts. The new
members were invited to join the international honor society after excelling academically.

They include Jacob Kutch, Jenna Lee, Justin McDonald, Alexandra Samples, Alyssa
Scott, Kaylan Courteaux, Hayle Shoemake and Madden Stockstill, all of Picayune;
Allison Fuller, Alyssa Fuller, Keith Mitchell, Sarah Spence, Skylar Taggart and Rebecca
Barrett, all of Carriere; Rachel Barras, Branda Northrup, Noah Pearson, Alfredo Silva,
Joseph Turner, all of Poplarville; Elisa Helton, Haley Lizana, Jacqueline Shows, all of
Saucier; Kristen Martin, Laurel Ramsey and Jessica Wilson, all of Hattiesburg; Ivery
Boddie and Yasmine Boddie, both of Sandy Hook;

Also, Haden Lee and Katie Perry, both of Sumrall; Mary Kate Lott and Madison
Williford, both of Purvis; Cameron Foxworth and Candace Foxworth, both of Foxworth;
Rachel Brockhaus of Kenner, La., McKenna Bryant of Bogalusa, La., Cletus Burroughs of
Columbia, Vincent Canoy of Pass Christian, Skylar Cook of Prairieville, La., Takerri
Cooks of Quitman, Alexandria Cumbest of Hurley, Karissa Davis of Oak Grove, Rakie
Harris of New Orleans, Jessica Hendry of Woodville, Breanna Hoelzel of Crossroads,
Marqueesha Hoskins of Tupelo, Akayla Powell of Magnolia, Madison Scoggin of Bay
Springs and Justin Steinkamp of Perkinston.

Stephanie Lee is advisor with Dr. Justin Williamson as co-advisor and Jonathan Morris
as future advisor.

Phi Theta Kappa inducts 48 top students

By TONIA MOODY
Director of Admissions and Records

There is more to using social
media tools than quick updates and
playful banter among friends. 

You can post pictures on
Facebook, tell friends what you’re
doing via Twitter, and upload videos
of your crazy friends on YouTube. 

At this moment, is there something
on your Facebook page that you
wouldn’t want a current or future
employer to see? 

Social media can be a useful tool.
Many colleges interact with students
via social media. It can be all fun and
games while you are in school, but
when you graduate and begin to start
your career, some of that Internet
mischief can hurt you. 

I’ve seen statistics range anywhere
from 45 to 79 percent of employers
who use social media to screen job
candidates. This has become the first

impression you make on your poten-
tial employer.

What impression are you making?
Social media is a common way for
employers to judge an applicant’s
suitability. This means that nothing
you put online is just for family and
friends, even if you set your profiles
as private.  

There are some common do’s and
dont’s college students should use
when using social media.

1. Create positive content.
Branding is the hot topic now. You
should brand yourself by making a
good impression online. 

One way to do this is to post links
to stories in the field you’re interest-
ed in working. Use this time to inter-
act with recent college graduates and
professionals from the field of study
you are interested in working.  

On Twitter, follow CEO’s of com-
panies that interest you and stay up
on current events.

2. Don’t post questionable photos
of yourself anywhere on the Internet.
If you are a college student who
wants a job - whether it’s summer
work, part-time, or a professional ca-
reer, think about what your image on
social media says about
you. 

In a recent survey, 50
percent of potential em-
ployerís report they turned
down a job applicant be-
cause of inappropriate
pictures posted on social
media. Even when priva-
cy settings are private, the
posts are not always invis-
ible.  

Companies snoop to get
access to the information.
Also, manage what others post on
your profile. There are settings that
make it so you have to approve a
tagged picture before it shows on
your Facebook wall. You should as-

sume that anything you post is open
to the public.

3. Google yourself. You should
know exactly what is on the Internet
when people look for you. If you
have a blog that shows up when you

Google yourself, use that
blog to showcase your
best work. If nothing
shows up, create a blog
about an area you are in-
terested in working and
then put your best work
into action. 

You want potential em-
ployers to see something
positive about you when
they search your name.  

4. Don’t post negative
status updates or tweets.

For some, it is hard to be positive,
but don’t let that become what peo-
ple see when they see you on social
media. You should never openly rant
about a coworker, person in leader-

ship, television personality, etc. 
It just doesn’t look good. I wrote

an article for The Drawl on Cyber-
Bullying a few years back. You defi-
nitely do not want to be viewed as a
cyber-bully.

5. Don’t make your online pres-
ence all about you. Don’t post what
you’ve eaten for lunch, the bag of the
day, or status updates asking for jobs. 

Also, don’t post job offers from
potential employers. Employers may
think you are not interested in work-
ing for them and move on to the next
candidate.

Make thoughtful comments when
you can.  Retweet interesting articles
and poems.  Share relevant articles.

If you don’t have anything valuable
to add to social media or go on in-
significant rants, you will be ignored.  

Think about how you can use so-
cial media to present, promote and
position yourself to be the most suc-
cessful you, you can be.  

Moody

Social media can impact your career and beyond
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  Pearl River Community College owns and operates the jurisdictional master meter natural 
gas distribution system on the school’s campus. Th e pipeline system has the capacity to reliably 
deliver natural gas to the buildings on campus. Like any form of energy, though, it must be 
handled responsibly. Always remember safety fi rst when operating natural gas appliances of 
any kind. 
 If you ever smell the “rotten egg” odor of natural gas, leave the area immediately and 
tell others to leave too!

Leave any doors open.
Do not turn on or off  any electric switch; this could cause a spark, igniting the gas.

Do not use a cell phone, telephone, doorbell or even a fl ashlight.
Do not smoke, use a lighter or strike a match.

Do not start or stop a nearby vehicle or machinery.
Do not try to shut off  a natural gas valve.
  Once you are safely out of the area, call 

601 403-1300 or 911.
For more information, go to 

http://www.prcc.edu/news/natural-gas-safety

Above left, Iota Mu chapter advisor Stephanie Lee and her group at the Regional Phi
Theta Kappa convention. Above right, Beta Tau Gamma members and advisors Drs.
Ryan and Terri Ruckel pose with Phi Theta Kappa’s new CEO Lynn Tincher-Ladner.
Lower left, the Ruckels pose with Golden Key Award winner Evan Thornton of Collins.
Lower right, Lee is pictured with All-Mississippi Academic Team members Renelle “Belle”
Failia of Picayune and Lorrie Warren of Poplarville.
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Nearly 50 percent of our 
students are transfers, 
so we understand where 
you’re coming from and 
where you want to go.

Southern Miss is the next step in your journey.

AA/EOE/ADAI 73620.5016 10.15

View majors and degree plans: 

usm.edu/undergraduate

Apply for admission: 

choose.usm.edu

The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

By JACOB HICKMAN
FCA Campus Director

Although PRCC is tradition-
ally known for its competitive
sports teams and high-caliber
academics, thereís much more
brewing on the Poplarville
campus than training and test
days. 

Fellowship of Christian
Athletes (FCA) is a campus or-
ganization that helps to supple-
ment the hard work of the pro-
fessors and coaches on campus
by helping to meet the emo-
tional, spiritual, and relational
needs of the students on cam-
pus. 

One such way that FCA
aims to help students and ath-
letes was through the recent
trip they took to Twin Lakes
Conference Center in
Florence.

On Jan. 29, a crowd of stu-
dents and athletes from PRCC
loaded buses to start their ven-
ture to Twin Lakes for FCA’s
“College Getaway.”

The trip is meant to be a
temporary retreat from the
hustle and bustle of collegiate
athletics and the hefty de-
mands of collegiate academ-
ics.

Mary Grace Key, softball
player from Philadelphia, said,
“FCA getaway is a great expe-
rience, because you can forget
about all the competition be-
tween teams and all have one
thing in common and that is
growing closer to Jesus.”

One of the most interesting
and exciting aspects of the
camp is the rare opportunity
for students from PRCC’s
FCA to mix with students from
other institutions all across the
southern portion of the state.
Southern Miss., Jones County
Junior College, Mississippi
Gulf Coast, Belhaven,
Mississippi College, and many
others were part of this melting
pot of sorts.

“It was really comforting to
see so many other people my
age sharing their testimonies
and all worshiping together,
not only from PRCC but from
colleges all over south
Mississippi,” said Anna
Breeland, dancer on the String
of Pearls from Picayune.

More than 350 students at-
tended the camp. Despite
being a smaller school, PRCC
managed to bring one of the
larger groups there with more
than 50 students and athletes.

Upon arriving to the camp
on Friday, the students shared
in a quintessential camp food
meal before attending the
opening service that night.
Sticking with the sports theme
of the organization, we broke
up the large group into smaller
“huddles” and “huddle lead-
ers” that gave an opportunity
for each student to share sto-
ries, struggles, testimonies,
and trials.

“The most impacting thing I
experienced was God showing
Himself through me,” said
Asia Thibodeaux, sophomore
basketball player from
Gulfport. 

“He allowed me to minister
and open up to all sorts of peo-
ple and definitely encourage
my huddle to use the gifts God
gave them for His glory.”

As with any FCA camp,
there was much fun to be had.
Saturday was filled with
games, sports, songs, and com-
petition. 

Students were all over the
camp grounds playing every-
thing from disc golf to pick up
basketball to climbing a fire
tower to singing karaoke.
There was certainly a great
deal of excitement surrounding
the trip.

“I drove up just for one day
because I knew it’d be worth
it,” said Katherine Johnson,
the Wildcat mascot from
Tylertown. 

‘College Getaway’ spiritual benefit for students 

More than 50 Pearl River Community College students joined college students from around the state at this year’s
College Getaway weekend in January at Twin Lakes in Florence. 

FCA camp program
attracts a huge crowd

One of the highlights of the
entertainment side of the
camp was the Annual College
Getaway Talent Show. 

This is a competition be-
tween the schools to see who
can send the most talented
group up to the stage to repre-
sent them. We saw a mixture
of songs, skits, and dances,
and laughter filled the air.

One of the common take-
aways for all the students in-
volved was the relationships
that were formed both with
other schools and within
PRCC’s own group. 

“The best part about going

with the PRCC chapter was
the close knit bond we creat-
ed. No matter what sport we
played, and the lowest point
we reached, we were able to
pick one another up,”
Thibodeaux said.

“Relationships were formed
over the weekend that weren’t
there before,” added
Breeland.

Needless to say, many ex-
citing things took place in the
short weekend. There’s so
much more happening on
PRCC’s campus than top
notch academics and athletic
accolades.

n All students, both
athletes and non-ath-
letes, are invited to
participate in FCA.
They meet every
Wednesday night at 7
in Malone Chapel.

Left, PRCC students
Amanda Mayeux, Sophia
Garcia, Hannah Nix, Anna
Breeland and Shelby
Armstrong enjoy some fel-
lowship. Below, Ashley
Smith, Taylor Gordon and
Lauren Smith took in some
fun time canoeing.
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A sing-off between two vocalists deter-
mined the winner of the 2016 PRCC
Talent Show - Chasity Henry of
Picayune.

When competition among the eight en-
trants was over, Henry and Courtney
King of Columbia were tied.

Henry sang “If I Ain’t Got You” by
Alicia Keys while King performed a
medley of “Let It Go” and “Hello” ac-
companied by Jalon Cooper on piano.
When the judges asked them to sing
again, King did an a capella arrangement
of “Amazing Grace” and “My Chains are
Gone.” Henry sang “Someone Like You”

accompanied by Cooper on piano.
Henry received a $500 scholarship for

her first-place win. King and Cooper
placed second. Third place went to
Travon Andrews of Picayune on piano,
guitarist Dante Morris and bass guitarist
Katron Watts, both of Columbia. The trio
played an original piece in B-minor.

Other contestants were Steven Latino
Jr. of Mandeville, La., who played
“Gotta Get Out/Five Seconds of
Summer” on guitar; Rachael Carraro of
Hattiesburg, who played guitar and sang
“The A Team;” Casiano Estrada IV of
Sumrall, who played an original song on

piano; Erin Smith-Seal of Picayune, who
did a comedy routine called “Stories
about Life;” and the BSU Praise Band of
Leigh Anne Howe of Wiggins, Aaron
McKenzie and Hope Cook, both of
Columbia, and Daniel Mosely of
Carriere.

Judges were Delana Harris, director of
recruitment and marketing; Traci Spence,
alumni services coordinator and
women’s basketball coach Scotty
Fletcher. 

MC was Michaela Andrews of
Foxworth, Student Government
Association vice president.

PRCC Talent Show winner Chasity Henry of Picayune
sings “If I Ain’t Got You” by Alicia Keys. She won the $500
scholarship.

LaDona Tyson and the PRCC Singers rehearse from their spot at the back of the stage
before the Sandi Patty concert in the Bropwnstone Center.

Sandi Patty and her family turn to sing with the PRCC Singers during her March 7 ap-
pearance at the Brownstone Center.

Chasity Henry wins Talent sing-off

Left, pianist Jalon Cooper and vocalist Courtney King, both of Columbia,
perform a medley of “Let It Go” and “Hello.” They placed second. Above,
Travon Andrews of Picayune, from left, Katron Watts and Dante Morris,
both of Columbia, play an original composition. They placed third.
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Brownstone Center membership drive for 2016-17 season
FRIEND - $50-$149

Early Season Ticket Sales, 
Listing on Brownstone 
Website, Marquee
 SPONSOR $150-$299
Previous Benefi ts plus 
Brownstone  Appreciation 
Gift, 2 Tickets to Membership 
Reception

DIRECTOR $300-$499
Previous Benefi ts plus 2 
Tickets to 1 Premier Event

PRODUCER $500 - $999
Previous Benefi ts plus Same 
Seats (based on Availability), 
2 Tickets to 2 Premier Events 

PATRON $1,000-$2,499
Previous Benefi ts plus Priori-
ty Parking, 2 Season Tickets

 

CHAIRMAN $2,500- $4,999
Previous Benefi ts plus 4 Sea-
son Tickets, Meet & Greets, 
4 Tickets to Membership 
Reception
PRESIDENTIAL $5,000 Plus
Previous Benefi ts, 8 Season 
Tickets and Membership 
Reception,  2 Parking Passes
 

For more information, 601 403-1180

Name ______________________________  

Business/Organization _________________

___________________________________

Address ____________________________

City, State, Zip  ______________________

___________________________________
Phone ______________________________
Email ______________________________ 
Membership level _____________________ 

Please mail form and payment to: 
Brownstone Center for the Arts
101 Hwy. 11 North
Poplarville, MS 39470

Chase Mitchell of Hurley and Peyton Stephens of Picayune play the national anthem be-
fore the PRCC-East Central basketball game on Feb. 15. PRCC Public Relations photo

National AnthemWind Ensemble in action 

Above, Lauren Gentry of Florence plays a tenor sax solo during the PRCC JazzCats’ per-
formance at the PRCC Band Clinic. Tony Expecto of Ocean Springs is playing bass.
Below, Amanda McKeny of d’Iberville plays an alto sax solo during the JazzCats’ perform-
ance at the clinic. Other saxophone players are, from left, Lauren Gentry of Florence,
Alex Irias of Diamondhead, Curtis Peters of Columbia and Dean Nutter of Kiln.
PRCC Public Relations photos

The 2016 JazzCats are under the direction of
Michael Bass, assistant band director.

Saxophones are Amanda McKeny of
d’Iberville and Curtis Peters of Columbia, alto;
Lauren Gentry of Florence and Alex Irias of
Diamondhead, tenor; and Dean Nutter of Kiln,
baritone.

Trombones are Vincent Canoy of Pass
Christian, Michael Irving of Picayune,
Candace Foxworth of Foxworth and Michael
Thrash of Poplarville.

Trumpets are Chase Mitchell of Hurley,
Peyton Stephens of Carriere, Seth McCain of
Columbia, Briton Meadows of Pass Christian
and Howard Tate of Gulfport.

Aaron McKenzie of Columbia is pianist.
Jonathyn Masters of Purvis plays guitar and
Anthony Especto of Ocean Springs plays bass
guitar.

Drummers are Drake McElveen of
Bogalusa, La., Brandon Bourgeois of
Waveland and Jalon Cooper of Columbia.

Bass directs JazzCats

The Wind Ensemble performs for students attending the PRCC Band Clinic on Feb. 19
under the direction of Dr. Kyle Hill, director of bands.

PRCC showchoir contest title
goes to Auburn Varsity Singers

The Auburn Varsity Singers won the Grand
Champion title at the Mississippi Showchoir
Contest held Feb. 5-6 at Pearl River Community
College.

The group from Auburn, Ala., High School
also received the River Road Award as the most
encouraging, respectful and best behaved group
at the competition, the best visual performance
honor and first place in the large mixed choir di-
vision. Hayden Johns received the Solo Award.

Runners up for the championship were Petal
Soundsations, first; Jackson Prep, second;
Central Attraction from Pearl River Central,
third; and Petal Innovations womenís showchoir,
fourth.

Jackson Prep won the best vocal performance
and best show design awards. Petal Innovations
received the best costume award.

An estimated 600 middle and high school stu-
dents from 17 schools participated in the contest.

Results from middle school competition on Feb.
5 are as follows:
n Class A - Northeast Jones Tiger Vibe, first;

Laurel INSYNC, second; West Jones Centerstage,

third.
n Class AA - Petal Spark, first; Jackson Prep

Fusion, second; South Jones Infusion, third.
Petal Spark won the best vocals, best visual per-

formance and best show design awards. Northeast
Jones Tiger Vibe received best costumes award.

Jennalynn Purvis from Petal was named best fe-
male performer and the boys of Laurel INSYNC
were name best male performers. The River Road
award went to Laurel INSYNC.

Results from high school preliminary competi-
tion on Feb. 6 are as follows:
n Small mixed groups - Biloxi Sound Surge,

first; Crestview, Fla., Chanticleer, second; The
Premiers from Columbia Academy, third.
n Women’s division - Petal Innovations, first;

Auburn Elan, second; Pearl River Central
Illumination, third.
n Medium mixed groups - Central Attraction

from Pearl River Central, first; Sumrall Legacy,
second.
nLarge mixed groups - Auburn Varsity Singers,

first, Jackson Prep Reveillon, second; Petal
Soundsations, third.

The spring semester String of Pearls are, first row from left, Regan Al-Jabi of Carriere,
Jourdyn Cowart of Poplarville, Kristi Smith, Jonna Tomei and Morgan Lee, all of Carriere;
Lauren Smith of Lumberton, Alexis Hoffmann of Bay St. Louis; second row, Brittany
Ladner and Lexi Leleux, both of Picayune; Bailey Rester of Poplarville, Nala Carter of
Picayune, Maddy Aubert and Chelsea Frederick, both of Bay St. Louis; third row, Madden
Stockstill, Tavari Gray and Megan Sherrer, all of Picayune; Liz Letort of St. Martin,
Katelyn Brown of Richton, Anna Breeland and Hayle Shoemake, both of Picayune. Not
pictured are Haley Putnam of Brandon and Cassady Compretta of Bay St. Louis.

Pearl River Community College
has a new group participating in
winter competitions.

The Winter Guard joins the String
of Pearls and Catswild Indoor
Percussion for the spring semester. 

“The success of the drumline and
Pearls during the spring semester
has increased the production quality
of these two groups,” said Dr. Kyle
Hill, director of bands. “By starting
a Winter Guard, our hope is that
they will experience the same
growth as the Pearls and drumline

have.”
Catswild and Winter Guard will

compete at Wayne County on March
12. Catswild will be at the
Mississippi Indoor Association
State Championships in Jackson on
April 1 with Winter Guard compet-
ing on April 2.

The Pearls will be in Dallas on
March 19 for the American Dance
and Drill Team competition.

Hill directs Catswild and Winter
Guard. Kara Fleming is Pearls di-
rector.

Members of Winter Guard are
Rebecca Barrett, Courtney King and
Courtney Sones, all of Carriere;
Morgan Runyan and Kaitilyn
McManus, both of Picayune; James
Clingan and Brantley Welsh, both of
Petal; Tia Williams of Mount Olive,
Melana Callendar of Oak Grove and
Elizabeth McDaniel of Sandy Hook.

Playing in Catswild are Donte
Benoit and Tyler Pendergast, all of
Bay St. Louis; Jalon Cooper, Natalia
Hampton, Aaron McKenzie,
Jonathan Mobley and Zach Seal, all

of Columbia; Will Hinkle and
Wasani Martinez, both of Picayune;
Brandon Bourgeois of Waveland,
Najee Dillan of Hattiesburg, Julian
Ducksworth of Laurel, Gabriel
Ericson of Silver Creek, Elizabeth
Griffin of Pearl, Elizabeth
McDaniel of Sandy Hook, Philip
McElveen of Bogalusa, La., Travis
Stennett of Kiln, Brantley Welsh of
Petal and Malik White of Forest.

Dancing with the String of Pearls
are Madeline Aubert, Cassady
Compretta, Chelsea Fredrick, Alexis

Hoffman, all of Bay St. Louis; Anna
Breland, Nala Carter, Tavari Gray,
Brittany Ladner, Lexi Leleux,
Hayley Shoemake, Madden
Stockstill and Megan Sherrer, all of
Picayune; 

Regan al Jabi, Morgan Lee, Kristi
Smith and Jonna Tomei, all of
Carriere; Jourdyn Cowart and
Bailey Rester, both of Poplarville;
Katlyn Brown of Richton, Elizabeth
Letort of St. Martin, Haley Putnam
of Brandon and Lauren Smith of
Lumberton.

Winter Guard added to fine arts program

Spring String of Pearls
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By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Assistant VP for Hancock Center

n On March 24, the Hancock Center will
sponsor an ACT Workshop for junior
high and high school students in
Hancock County.
n CASA Superhero Run,

Saturday, April 2.
Downtown Bay St. Louis.
The Hancock Center Personal and

Community Health classes are lead-
ing an effort to participate in a 5K
Run/Walk on April 2.

Students, faculty and staff are en-
couraged to participate. Contact
Raymunda Barnes for details concern-
ing registration and t-shirt cost.

The more Wildcats we have the better. 
Raymunda Barnes, rbarnes@prcc.edu or

228-252-7003.
n Welding program
PRCC night class welding students are en-

rolled in the Workforce program. 
After each semester, Ingalls Shipbuilding

tests students from both the night workforce
class and the day (credit) course. These classes

are under the NCCER curriculum which pre-
pares them for entry level employment in the
welding field. 

The workforce night class is most beneficial
for students who have full-time em-
ployment and are classified as non-
traditional students.

The night class allows students to
enroll and gain welding skills that
will benefit them in the workplace.
Most of the students are nontradi-
tional and are simply looking for a
better opportunity. 

Student Brenda McMahan said,
“enrolling at PRCC will provide me
opportunity to transition into a ca-

reer. Pearl River’s presence in
Hancock County has been a benefit to me.”

Student Brad Fayard said, “The PRCC weld-
ing class reminds me that the concept of being
too old to learn is not true. I have greatly ben-
efited by enrolling in the night welding class. 

“I work full time and I love learning.”
Instructor Raymond Jarrell believes that the

potential growth of this program and the
growth of other career technical programs in
Hancock County is only limited to space. 

Hancock Center 
ACT boot camp; welding classes help students

Barnes

Above, some of the
Hancock Center welding
students this semester are,
from left, Brenda McMahan,
Brad Fayard, Joe Gourley
and Brandon Harper. Left,
Hancock Center students
Kamri Jones of Bay St.
Louis (left) and Samantha
Hipps of Pearlington enjoy a
bit of sunshine in Hancock
County. 

The Pearl River Community College
Invitational Short Film Expo (ISFX) will fea-
ture the second U.S. screening of Roger
Christian’s Black Angel, which was shown be-
fore the opening of The Empire Strikes Back in
Europe and Australia.

The Invitational Short Film Expo will be held
at 6 p.m. Saturday, April 23, at the Ethel Holden
Brownstone Center for the Arts on the
Poplarville campus. 

The expo also features family-friendly short
films from award-winning filmmaker Frank
Ladner, Teaghleagh Films, Southern Cinema
Gulf Coast, Pearl River Community College
Films and Brooks McMahon.

Expo guests will have the opportunity to meet
filmmakers from South Mississippi and
Southeast Louisiana during intermission and
following the screenings. Christian will be un-

able to attend.
General admission tickets are available from

the Office of Public Relations and the Alumni
House for $5 each. For ticket orders by credit
card, call 601-403-1183. 

All proceeds will benefit the PRCC film pro-
duction class. 

Christian, a two-time Academy Award win-
ner, created the loveable R2D2 character, the
Millennium Falcon, the popular lightsaber and
the original sets and props for the original Star
Wars. In 1979, he wrote a script for a short fan-
tasy film, Black Angel, which Star Wars creator
and director George Lucas commissioned. 

After the international showings, the film’s
negative was misplaced. Everyone, including
Christian, thought the Black Angel was lost for-
ever until a film archivist at Universal found the
negative in 2012.

Film Expo coming April 23

Tuesday, March 22: Transfer Fair -
10 a.m.-1 p.m., Crosby Hall; Millsaps,
Ole Miss, South Alabama, The W
n Wesley Foundation lunch 11 a.m.,

Room 113, Seal Hall 
n Facul’tea Lunch N Learn, Katie

Martin with United Blood Services,
12:15 p.m., Forrest County Center mul-
tipurpose room
n $1 Hot Dogs Night, PRCC softball

vs Hinds, 3 & 5 p.m., Wildcat Stadium;
college ID required 
n Priority Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday, March 23: Transfer

Fair - 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Crosby Hall;
Belhaven, MSU, MSU Engineering on
the Gulf Coast
n PAWS - Predator Awareness and

Womenís Safety seminar, 12 p.m.,
Wellness Center 
nForrest County Center BSU Lunch

Encounter, 12 p.m., FCC multipurpose
room
n FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone

Chapel
Thursday, March 24: Transfer Fair -

10 a.m.-1 p.m., Crosby Hall; USM,
Southern University, MSU
n BSU Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m.,

BSU
n Deadline to purchase Little Black

Dress lunch tickets, $50; Development

Foundation at 601 403-1193
Friday, March 25: Good Friday hol-

iday
Monday, March 28: Transfer Fair -

10 a.m.-1 p.m., Crosby Hall; Delta
State, Toogaloo, Troy
n Sigma Kappa Delta induction, 6

p.m., Forrest County Center multipur-
pose room 
n PRCC band concert, 7 p.m.,

Brownstone Center
Tuesday, March 29: Transfer Fair -

10 a.m.-1 p.m., Crosby Hall; Jackson
State, Alcorn State
n Wesley Foundation Lunch, 11

a.m., Room 113, Seal Hall 
n Forrest County Center Faculty

Lecture Series, 12:15 p.m., multipur-
pose room; Exploring the Relationships
between Travel and Emerging
Infectious Diseases, Dr. Mandy Parker
and Chris Christen 
n Priority Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday, March 30: Forrest

County Center BSU Lunch Encounter,
12 p.m., FCC multipurpose room
n Military Appreciation Day at

PRCC softball vs Jones, 4 & 6 p.m.,
Wildcat Stadium; free admission with
valid military ID
n FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone

Chapel

Thursday, March 31: BSU Lunch
Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
n Forrest County Center Poetry

CafÈ`, 12:15 p.m., multipurpose room
Friday, April 1: Criminal justice de-

partment banquet, 6 p.m., Woodall
Center, Hattiesburg

Saturday, April 2: Little Black
Dress Scholarship Luncheon, 11 a.m.,
Presidentís Home

Tuesday, April 5: Wesley
Foundation lunch 11 a.m., Room 113,
Seal Hall 
n Priority Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday, April 6: Forrest County

Center BSU Lunch Encounter, 12 p.m.,
FCC multipurpose room 
n FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone

Chapel
Thursday, April 7: BSU Lunch

Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
n Lifetime Achievement Hall of

Fame Gala, 6 p.m., Southern Oaks
House and Gardens, Hattiesburg

Monday, April 11: Registration for
summer and fall begins

Tuesday, April 12: Wesley
Foundation lunch, 11 a.m., Room 113,
Seal Hall 
n Facul’tea Lunch N Learn, Dr.

Jennifer Seal & Ernie Lovell, Grant
Writing, 12:15 p.m., Forrest County

Center multipurpose room
n Priority Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday, April 13: Spring Fling,

11 a.m.-1 p.m., Forrest County Center
n FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone

Chapel
Thursday, April 14: BSU Lunch

Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
Thursday & Friday, April 14 & 15:

PRCC production of Beauty & the
Beast, 7 p.m., Brownstone Center; $20,
$15 tickets

Saturday, April 16: “They All
Matter” cancer awareness at softball
games vs Holmes, 12 & 2 p.m.; bar-
beque plates for $10; preorder shirts
through hbenoit@prcc.edu 
n Beauty & the Beast, 2:30 p.m.,

Brownstone Center; $20, $15 tickets
Tuesday, April 19: Wesley

Foundation lunch 11 a.m., Room 113,
Seal Hall 
n Forrest County Center Faculty

Lecture Series, Heather Peerboom,
12:15 p.m., FCC multipurpose room
n Priority Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday, April 20: Forrest

County Center BSU Lunch Encounter,
12 p.m., FCC multipurpose room
n FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone

Chapel

Thursday, April 21: BSU Lunch
Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
n PRCC Singers concert, 7 p.m.,

Brownstone Center
Saturday, April 23: PRCC

Invitational Short Film Expo, 6 p.m.,
Brownstone Center; $5 tickets, 601
403-1328

Tuesday, April 26: Awards Day, 3
p.m., Brownstone Center

Wednesday, April 27: Forrest
County Center BSU Lunch Encounter,
12 p.m., FCC multipurpose room
n End of the Year Cookout, 4:30-6

p.m., front lawn of Shivers Gym
Thursday, April 28: JazzCats and

RiverRoad concert, 7 p.m., Brownstone
Center

Tuesday-Friday, May 3-6: Final
exams

Monday, May 2: Forrest County
Center Awards Day, 11 a.m., multipur-
pose room

Tuesday, May 3: Radiologic tech-
nology pinning ceremony, 6 p.m.,
Woodall Center, Hattiesburg

Thursday, May 5: Dental hygiene
pinning ceremony, 6 p.m., Woodall
Center, Hattiesburg

Friday, May 13: Graduation, 10
a.m., White Coliseum

School calendar of events

Students at J.E. Johnson Elementary School in Prentiss had some fun playing with W.C.
Rivers during a recent school recruiting trip.   
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By CANDACE HARPER
Bookstore Director

Fashion is wearable art. Fashion is also a
source of walking advertisement. 

Even when we say we do not care about
fashion, what we put on our body tells a lot
about our mood, who we are, and what we
stand for. 

The Wildcat Den styled students with fash-
ion pieces and PRCC attire to show how colle-
giate wear can be fashionable. 

“We understand students don’t wake up
every day wanting to sport PRCC clothing,
that is why we are stocking the store with
pieces that can be paired with their everyday

outfits,” said PRCC Bookstore Director
Candace Harper. 

From handbags to hats, we are cultivating a
stylish wardrobe that students can feel com-
fortable and confident wearing. Fashion is a
means of self-expression that allows people to
try on many roles in life.

Whether you prefer hip-hop or Chanel-chic,
fashion accommodates the chameleon in all of
us. It is a way of celebrating the diversity and
variety of the world in which we live. As we
expand our store, we are expanding our deliv-
ery of styles to meet each chameleon on cam-
pus.
n Here is a sneak peek of some of our fa-

vorite collegiate fashion looks. 

Wildcat Den makes collegiate wear fashionable

Candace Harper, Director of Bookstore Services, received the 2016 Best of the Best
Award from the Pine Belt Sales and Marketing Professionals at a dinner March 1 in
Hattiesburg. With her, from left, are Dr. Adam Breerwood, vice president for the
Poplarville Campus and Hancock Center; Roger Knight, vice president for Business and
Administrative Services; and PRCC President William Lewis.

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

Have you ever had that feeling of
doom that comes out of nowhere?  A
feeling of overwhelming anxiety
and fear. You may have experienced
a panic attack. 

Panic attacks affect  millions of
Americans every year and occur
twice as often in women as men.
These attacks usually begin in the
late teenage years to early adulthood
and may occur once or multiple
times.  

During my time in our Health
Services Clinic, I have seen many
freshmen students come in experi-

encing their first (and many their
only) panic attack.

Left untreated, panic attacks can
lead to panic disorder and other
problems. They may even cause you
to withdraw from normal activities.
But panic attacks can be cured and
the sooner you seek help, the better.

They are characterized by fear of
disaster or losing control even when
there is no real danger present. 

It is unknown why some people
experience panic attacks and other
don’t. At one time, researchers be-
lieved panic disorder was due prima-
rily to psychological problems.
Experts now believe that genetic
factors or changes in body chem-
istry, in combination with stressful

circumstances or events, play a piv-
otal role.

Although the exact
causes of panic attacks
and panic disorder are un-
clear, the tendency to have
panic attacks runs in fam-
ilies. 

There also appears to be
a connection with major
life transitions, such as
graduating from college
and entering the work-
place, getting married,
and having a baby. Severe
stress, such as the death of a loved
one, divorce, or job loss can also
trigger a panic attack.

Some common signs of a panic at-

tack may include a pounding or rac-
ing heart, sweating, breathing prob-

lems, weakness or dizzi-
ness, feeling hot or a cold
chill, tingly or numb
hands, chest pain, or
stomach pain, nausea,  a
feeling of choking, feel-
ings of unreality or being
detached from yourself,
fear of going crazy or
dying, or trembling/shak-
ing.

Symptoms usually peak
after about 10-20 minutes

but some may last much longer.
During my years working in the
emergency room I remember pa-
tients that presented to the ER be-

lieving they were having a heart at-
tack. Many were, but some were di-
agnosed to be having a panic attack. 

You should see your healthcare
provider if you have symptoms of a
panic attack to be sure there isn’t an-
other physical problem or medical
condition causing the symptoms.
Panic attacks are treatable.

This article is intended for infor-
mational purposes only. Please see
your doctor if you have any of the
above symptoms or risk factors.  
n Health Services is open

Monday through Friday from 8
a.m. till 3 p.m. during the fall and
spring semesters. 

Call (601) 403-1303 for health
information. 

Hall

Panic attacks common, but they are treatable

Career Fair brings industries to campus

Students Nick Thompson of New Orleans, from left, Chris Landry of Picayune and
Qumane Posey of Prentiss listen to South Mississippi Electric Power Association recruiter
Beverly Ellzey during the Career Fair. Thompson is in the instrumentation technology pro-
gram, Landry in the utility lineman program and Posey in electronics technology. 

Nissan maintenance supervisor Scott Basden talks with PRCC student Dadron Smith of
Kiln, right, about jobs at the Canton plant while Trevor Ladner of Necaise fills out informa-
tion electronically for Renata Ratliff, Nissan talent acquisition specialist.

Lori Finnicum, human resources manager for Wis Pak in Hattiesburg, jots down informa-
tion for students Jonas McClinton of Carriere, from left, Charles Pitts and Bobby Pitts,
both of Millard. 

Lt. Allen Murray talks to students at the Career Fair about opportunities with the Hattiesburg
Police Department.

Above, electronics technology
student Michael Toomer of
Poplarville, center, looks at the
Coast Electric Power distribu-
tion display at the March 9
Career Fair. Representing the
cooperative were GIS supervi-
sor Jay Santinellie, left, and
safety-training coordinator
Rodney Beech. Left, Nancie
Hebert of Carriere gets info
about jobs with Fred’s Super
Dollar from human resources
manager Harvey Nicholson.
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2016 PRCC Board of Trustees

Members of the 2016 Pearl River Community College Board of Trustees include from left:
Seated - Wendy Bracey of Columbia, Marion County superintendent of education; Tony
Waits of Prentiss, Frank Ladner of Bay St. Louis, Herbert Ray Nobles of Petal, Tess
Smith of Sumrall, Lamar County superintendent of education; Teresa Stafford of Carriere,
and board attorney Manya Creel. Standing - Donnie Williamson of Columbia, PRCC
President William Lewis, Brian Freeman of Hattiesburg (vice chairman), Forrest County

superintendent of education; Alan Lumpkin of Carriere (chairman), Pearl River County
superintendent of education; P.W. Polk of Picayune, Dale Purvis of Hattiesburg, M.L.
(Sonny) Knight (secretary) of Poplarville; and Will Russell of Prentiss, Jefferson Davis
County superintendent of education. Inset from left: Dr. Gale Harris of Poplarville, Don
Welsh of Carriere and Alan Dedeaux of Kiln, Hancock County superintendent of educa-
tion.  

State Rep. Jeramey Anderson challenged
Pearl River Community College students to
continue the work of the civil rights leaders who
changed America.

Anderson, who played soccer at PRCC in
2000-12, was the speaker for a Feb. 16 Black
History Month program on the Poplarville cam-
pus. 

“Today we honor those fearless leaders who
marched 50 years ago,” he said. “Because they
marched, America changed for me and you.”

Anderson represents District 110 in Jackson
County and was the youngest person ever to
serve in the Mississippi House of
Representatives when he was sworn into office
on his 22nd birthday in December 2012.

He encouraged the audience to study the
work of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and others

whose work led to school integration, voting
rights and other changes and to continue their
work.

“Change does not come from Washington but
to Washington,” Anderson said. “We all play a
part in the advancement of our country. That’s
the lesson of the past and the promise of tomor-
row - that despite great obstacles we can over-
come.”

Anderson’s remarks echoed those of Chris
Oney, who became the first African-American
head coach at PRCC when he was named men’s
basketball coach earlier this year. He also en-
couraged students to build a brighter future on
the foundation built by others.

“The person you see in your mirror every
morning can become whatever you want to be,”
Oney said.

Anderson links black history
lessons to promises of future

Rep. Jeramey Anderson of Moss Point was the speaker for the Black History Month pro-
gram Feb. 16 at Pearl River Community College. PRCC Public Relations photo

Congratulations to Sabrina Brown, Instructor of Psychology. She was selected to receive
the January River Rewards prize, a Keurig K10 Mini Plus Brewing System, presented to
her by Dr. William Lewis on behalf of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation in-
cludes Candace Harper (left), Director of Bookstore Services, and Dr. Jennifer Seal
(right), Vice President for Planning and Institutional Research; both are River Rewards
Committee members. 

January River Rewards

February River Rewards

Below right, David Payne’s one-man show, An Evening with C.S. Lewis, takes place in
his home where he is telling a group of Americans about his life and his friendship with
J.R.R. Tolkien. The performance was sponsored by a grant from the Lower Pearl River
Valley Foundation, allowing Pearl River Community College to present the performance
free of charge. Above, David Payne talks about his career and traveling in England while
meeting with Honors Institute students in the White Hall library. Below left, Payne had din-
ner with, from left, Ernie Lovell, Development Foundation director; Dr. Stephen Black,
Honors Institute director; and Dr. William Lewis, PRCC president. The British actor di-
vides his time between West London and Nashville.

An Evening with C.S. Lewis

Congratulations to Michael Schafer, library assistant. He was selected to receive the
February River Rewards prize, a $75 Home Depot gift card, presented to him by Dr.
William Lewis on behalf of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation includes Dr.
Scott Alsobrooks (left), Vice President for Workforce and Economic Development, and Dr.
Jana Causey (second from left), Vice President for Forrest County Operations; both are
River Rewards Committee members.

Annual Gala event in April
features five honorees

PRCC will honor five outstanding alumni
with induction into the Lifetime Achievement
Hall of Fame on April 7.

They are:
n Lucien Bourgeois of Madison, an attorney

with Butler Snow Law Firm. He attended PRJC
in 1966 and 1967.
n Fred Henley of Picayune, a retired educator

who once coached with football legend Dobie
Holden. He attended Pearl River in 1946 and
1947.
n E.C. “Sonny” Stuart of Jacksonville, Fla.,

an attorney and land developer. He attended

PRJC in 1964 and 1965.
n Michael Waits of Hattiesburg, an engineer

with Shows, Dearman and Waits. He was at
PRJC in 1963 and 1964.
n J.W. “Bill” Watts of Houston, Texas, a re-

tired chemical engineer. He attend PRJC in
1961 and 1962.

The gala will be at Southern Oaks House and
Gardens in Hattiesburg. The reception will begin
at 6 p.m.; dinner at 6:30 p.m.

For ticket information, contact the PRCC
Development Foundation at 601 403-
1183/1193.
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Hundreds of high school students competed
Thursday, Feb. 11, in Skills USA Region 5 com-
petition at Pearl River Community College.

Winners went on to state competition March
1 and 2 in Jackson.

Results are as follows:
Achitectural drafting - Noah Bell, Pascagoula

College and Career Tech Institute, first; Tyler Norman,
Harrison County Career Tech Center, second; Michael
Blackwell, Hancock County Vo-Tech Center, third.

Automotive service technology - Chelsey Burge,
Lamar County Career Technical Education Center, first;
Robert Pilgrim, Harrison County CTC, second; Keeth
Prince, Gulfport High Technical Center, third.

Cabinetmaking - William McKay, Ocean Springs
Career Technical Education Center, first; Roy Landry,
Jackson County Technology Center, second; Kevin
Snawder, Harrison County CTC, third.

Carpentry - Derick Cowart, Harrison County CTC,
first; Kolton Hyatt, George County High School, sec-
ond; Joe Allen, Greene County Vo-Tech, third.

Electrical construction wiring - Jared Smith, Biloxi
High School Career Technology Center; Jarrin Barry,
Jackson County Technology Center, second; Richard
Collins, North Forrest High School, third.

Electronics technology - Vincent Correro, Gulfport
High Technology Center, first.

Extemporaneous speaking - Jeffrey Jordan,
Jackson County Technology Center, first.

Job skills demonstration A - Tristan Dennison,
Gulfport High Technology Center, first; Pryce
McAllister and Carmen Ly, Jackson County
Technology Center, second and third respectively.

Job skills demonstration open - Matthew Tagert
and Alex Nguyen, Jackson County Technology Center,

first and second, respectively; Patrick Moody, George
County High School, third.

Masonry - Austin Sopriano and helper Tyler Smith,
Gulfport High Technology Center, first; Kristian
Howard and helper Wayne Williamson, Greene County
Vo-Tech, second; Jeffrey Richardson and helper
Johnathan Watts, North Forrest High School, third.

Prepared speech - Alysha McCalpine, Pascagoula
College and Career Technical Institute, first; Jared
Fayard, George County High School, second; Madison
Polk, Hattiesburg High School, third.

Quiz Bowl - Forrest County Agricultural High
School (Tanner Dean, William Dubose, Shawn
McCray, Emilio Pitti and Zachary Tucker), first; Biloxi
High School Career Technical Center (Nader Pahlevan,
Amber Woods, Bladimir Mendez, Lisa Phan, Huyen
Nguyen), second; George County High School (Shawn
Baxter, Walker Carr, Tjay Ferrill, Taylor Gordon,
Calista Spears), third.

Related technical math - Annie Nguyen, Jackson
County Technology Center, first; Marissa Warning,
George County High School, second; Andrew Martin,
Gulfport High Technology Center, third.

Sheet metal - Clarence Kennedy, Hancock County
Vo-Tech Center, first.

Technical drafting - Tyler Ruiz, Harrison County
CTC, first; Bryce Ferrell, Hancock Vo-Tech Center, sec-
ond; Jackson Mapp, Forrest County AHS, third.

Welding - James Torment, Greene County Vo-Tech,
first; Marcus Hoven, George County High School, sec-
ond; William Dunn, Harrison County CTC, third.

Welding fabrication - George County High (Austin
Carter, Chandler McKissick, Dakota Williams), first;
Harrison County CTC (Hunter Farve, Dillon Holland,
Shelton Ladner), second; Greene County Vo-Tech
(Brent Dearman, Ty Dearman, Tyler Green), third.

PRCC hosts high school
Skills USA competition

Left, Mason Jeffrey Richardson puts mortar on a block in the composite wall he and
helper Johnathan Watts, right, built for the Skills USA high school masonry competition.
They are students at North Forrest High School and placed third in the regional competi-
tion. Right, first-place winner Chelsey Burge completes the brake measurement portion of
the Skills USA automotive service technology competition. She is a student at the Lamar
County Center for Technical Education.

Above, Jacob Smith watches as Austin Beck maneuvers a robot to place a Lego block
into an egg carton during competition Feb. 20 at the Mississippi Gulf South Regional
Science Olympiad at Pearl River Community College. The team from Forrest County
Agricultural High School placed first in the event. Below left, Petal Middle School student
Thomas Sanchez steadies the bucket while classmate Colint Bullock scoops sand into it
to test the weight of the bridge they built. They placed third in bridge building competition.
Below right, Austin Powell and Maryann Craft watch anxiously as their Scrambler vehicle
nears the barrier which would break the egg attached to the front. The Petal Upper
Elementary School students placed second during event.

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community
College hosted hundreds of middle and high
school students Feb. 20 for the 2016
Mississippi Gulf South Regional Science
Olympiad.

St. Patrick placed first in the middle school
division followed by North Woolmarket and
Petal Middle School.

Forrest County Agricultural High School
came in first in the high school division. St.
Patrick was second and Oak Grove High
School was third.

First, second and third place winners in the
middle school competitions were as follows:

Anatomy and physiology - St. Patrick, North

Woolmarket, Petal MS.

Bridge building - St. Patrick, North Woolmarket,

Petal MS.

Crave the Wave - Petal MS, St. Patrick, North

Woolmarket.

Crime Busters - St. Patrick, Petal MS, North

Woolmarket.

Disease Detectives - Petal MS, North Woolmarket

(second and third).

Dynamic Planet - Petal MS, North Woolmarket, St.

Patrick.

Elastic launched gliders - Petal Upper Elementary,

North Woolmarket (second and third).

Fossils - North Woolmarket, St. Patrick, Petal MS.

Green Generation - Petal MS, North Woolmarket,

St. Patrick.

Invasive species - North Woolmarket (first and sec-

ond), St. Patrick.

Microbe Mission: Petal MS, North Woolmarket

(second and third).

Picture This - North Woolmarket, St. Patrick, Lillie

Burney STEAM Academy (Hattiesburg).

Reach for the Stars - North Woolmarket (first and

third), St. Patrick.

Scrambler - North Woolmarket (first and third),

Petal UE.

Wind Power - St. Patrick, Petal UE, Petal MS.

Write It Do It - Petal MS, St. Patrick, Petal UE.

First, second and third place winners in the high

school competitions were as follows:

Anatomy and physiology - St. Patrick, Oak Grove

High School, Pearl River Central High School.

Astronomy - Oak Grove, Seminary High School,

PRC.

Bridge building - DíIberville High School, PRC, St.

Patrick.

Chemistry lab - West Jones High School, Oak

Grove, PRC.

Disease Detectives - St. Patrick, Forrest County

Agricultural High School, PRC.

Dynamic Planet - Stone High School, díIberville,

Oak Grove.

Forensics - St. Patrick, díIberville, Oak Grove.

Fossils - DíIberville, PRC, FCAHS.

Game On - St. Patrick, FCAHS, West Jones.

Green Generation - Seminary, West Jones, Oak

Grove.

Invasive Species - PRC, FCAHS, St. Patrick.

Robot arm - FCAHS, Stone díIberville.

Wind power - West Jones, St. Patrick (second and

third).

Wright Stuff - West Jones, FCAHS, St. Patrick.

Write It Do It - Oak Grove, díIberville, Stone.

Microbe Mission - FCAHS, Oak Grove, St.

Patrick.

Science Olympiad at PRCC

Science competition

Pearl River Community College hosted the
District Level Math Competition for junior
high and middle school students on  Feb. 29 on
the Poplarville campus.

First place in seventh grade went to Wyatt
Carter from Petal Middle School with class-
mate Quinn Puckett taking second place.

Thomas Sanchez, also from Petal Middle
School, took first place in eighth grade.
Second place went to Grayson Nocera from
Presbyterian Christian School. 

They will advance to the state competition

on April 9 at Hinds Community College. The
competition is sponsored annually by the
Mississippi Council of Teachers of
Mathematics.

Apples Ltd. and Global Contracting donated
prizes and cash for the awards.

Other schools competing were Bassfield
High, Hancock Middle, Our Lady Academy,
Prentiss High, Middle School of Poplarville,
South Forrest Attendance Center, Central
Baptist, Sacred Heart, North Forrest High and
West Marion High.

Junior high math contest a big hit 

Sponsor Kim Hinton accompanied seventh graders Wyatt Carter, from left, and Quinn
Puckett and eighth graders Thomas Sanchez and Justin Clark when they represented the
Petal Middle School at the MCTM District Math Competition Feb. 29 at Pearl River
Community College. Carter and Sanchez placed first and Puckett took home second place.

By MICHAEL SCHAFER
AEOP Vice President

On Feb. 26, PRCC’s Association of
Educational Office Professional had their spring
meeting at the Allied Health Building on the
Forrest County Center.

We were welcomed by Dr. Jana Causey
dressed in “Cat in the Hat” make-up and hat in
celebration of Dr. Suess day, and were treated to
a selected reading from “Oh, The Places You’ll
Go.” Thanks to Dr. Causey for
starting us off with such inspira-
tional words.

During the meeting we discussed
the future leadership of AEOP, and
Tiffany McCardle, current presi-
dent, gave a status report of our
elections for Office Professional of
the Year and Administrator of the
Year. 

The nominees for AEOP Office
Professional of the Year were Cathy
Dean, Cheryl May, Eileen Hall,
Gloria Wasmund, Margie Johnson,
Missy Graves, Sandra Martin and Tiffany
McCardle.

The nominees for AEOP Administrator of the
Year were: Dr. Adam Breerwood, Dr. Amy
Townsend, Dr. Arlene Jones, Ms. Brenda Wells,

Mr. Raymunda Barnes, and Mr. Roger Knight.
And the winners are: Tiffany McCardle and

Dr. Adam Breerwood. Congratulations! The
winners will be honored at our spring banquet,
the date of which is yet to be announced.
n Marilyn Dillard gave a report on our com-

munity service project, Backpack Buddies,
which delivers kid friendly food items for chil-
dren in need of just a little extra help with their
nutritional requirements. 

As of the time this article was written there
have been three successful deliver-
ies to the Poplarville school district.
There are two more scheduled for
this semester, one on March 11 and
the final one coming in late April.

If anyone is interested in helping
out with this project, contact
Marilyn at 601-403-1201 or mdil-
lard@prcc.edu, or Michael Schafer
at 601-554-5522 or
mschafer@prcc.edu.
n On a note of professional de-

velopment, Doug Rowell, Director
of Public Safety for PRCC, is hold-

ing a special encore of his Predator Awareness
and Women’s Safety lecture for AEOP at 9 a.m.
on April 8 in the west dining room of the cafe-
teria. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Breerwood, McCardle this
year’s AEOP honorees

BY JAMIE DICKSON
Assistant Director/Wellness Center

We’re excited to announce our
first annual Wildcat Wellness “Go-
Cub-Wild” children’s camp, begin-
ning this summer.

This day camp will run June 20-23
and is for children who have com-
pleted kindergarten through 5th
grade. 

“Go-Cub-Wild” was made possi-
ble through a grant provided by Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of
Mississippi Foundation. 

This camp will encourage chil-
dren to live a healthy lifestyle by un-
derstanding the importance of daily
exercise and healthy nutrition. 

Each camper will receive a camp
T-shirt and sports bag. Various sport-
related activities, such as golf and

soccer, will be some of the many ac-
tivities these campers will be intro-
duced to.  Campers will also learn
how to prepare and select healthy
snacks to encourage healthy nutri-
tion habits.  

Registration will open early for all
PRCC employees. 

Employees will receive registra-
tion information through the PRCC
employee email.  Registration will

end May 20.  The cost is $50 per
child.  

Other upcoming Wellness Center
Happenings & Events:
n 3 p.m.; March 23-24 - Wildcat

Wellness - “Run for an Egg” event.
A 1-mile fun run or walk for prizes
and a chance to win a grand prize. 

General PE students will receive
extra credit for participating. The
event begins at the PRCC Wellness

Center Outdoor Walking Track.
n The Wildcat Wellness Bike

Program has arrived.
These are custom-made PRCC bi-

cycles that will be available for stu-
dents to rent beginning Fall 2016. 

Again, this addition to campus life
was made possible through a grant
provided by Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Mississippi Foundation.
Details will be announced soon.

Wellness Center to host children’s day camp

Dr. Breerwood

The Pearl River Community College team of Delana Harris, recruiter; W.C. Rivers, and
head football coach David Saunders were joined by Johnnel Stewart, lead teacher at J.E.
Johnson Elementary School in Prentiss. Stewart is a PRCC graduate. 
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2016 PRCC Baseball team

The 2016 Pearl River Community College Wildcat baseball team consists of from left:
Front row - John Moore of Biloxi, Cody Lee of Picayune, Austin Moffett of Taylorsville,
Brody Bray of Taylorsville, Noah Nicaud of Bay St. Louis, Larry Prentiss of Vicksburg and
Jonathan Turner of Tylertown. 
Second row - Joseph Gateley of Taylorsville, Zack Easterbrook of Waynesboro, Peyton
Lee of Picayune, assistant coach Kyle Dolan, head coach Josh Hoffpauir, assistant
coach Kyle Lindsey, Gage Teer of Brandon, Billy Cox of Ocean Springs and Zachary

Boone of Columbia. Third row - Eric Saksa of Hurley, Taylor Kackley of Ellisville, Parker
Dungan of Columbia, Nic Kennedy of Southaven, Chandler Ray of Poplarville, Justin
Demary of Lake Charles (La.), Graham Hackbarth of Birmingham (Ala.) and Drake
Nightengale of Sumrall. Back row - Lucas Scott of Lucedale, Jordan Hayes of
Taylorsville, Zachary Clark of Springfield (La.), Blake Young of Purvis, Hayden Freeman
of Poplarville, Tyler Reid of New Orleans, John Carter Sanner of Oak Grove, Carter
Hankins of Purvis and Parker Thoms of Richton.

Pearl River Community College sophomore
catcher Carter Hankins has added another honor
to his list of awards for his play.

Hankins was named as the MACJC Baseball
Player of the Week on Feb. 1 and on Feb. 18, he
was named National Player of the Week for
NJCAA Division II.

Hankins was 8 of 19 (.421) at the plate in six
games Feb. 11-13, driving in 13 runs as the
Wildcats were 5-1 in doubleheaders on consec-
utive days against Alabama Southern,
Southwest Tennessee and Jackson State (Tenn.).

Hankins, who played high school ball at
Forrest County AHS, had four home runs, a

double, walked once and reached on an error
twice.

Three of his home
runs and nine of his
RBIs came in the opener
Feb. 12 against
Southwest Tennessee at
Wildcat Stadium, a 15-9
victory.

For the season,
Hankins is batting .515,
with four home runs and
21 RBIs for the

Wildcats.
Hankins

Baseball standings

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community
College completed its non-conference sched-
ule March 8 with a doubleheader sweep over
Bishop State (Ala.). However, it came at a high
price.

PRCC whipped the visiting Wildcats from
Mobile, Ala., 8-1 in the opener and 13-3 in the
nightcap, a win that was marred when Wildcat
ace Jordan Hayes left the game in the fifth in-
ning with what was determined to be a season-
ending elbow injury.

Hayes, who signed with Southern Miss last
fall, is scheduled to see renowned orthopedic
surgeon Dr. James Andrews in Birmingham,
Ala., sometime in the next few days to deter-
mine his options. 

Up to that point, it had been another banner
day for Pearl River (15-3). The Wildcats
pounded 10 hits in each game, and got a strong
effort on the mound from John Carter Sanner
in the opener. Sanner (3-0) allowed just one hit
in six innings.

Graham Hackbarth and Zachary Clark each
had home runs to power the Wildcats to a 3-0
lead after three innings, and PRCC broke the
game open with four runs in the fourth.

For Hackbarth, it was just the start of a big
day, as he was 6 for 6 in the two games, with
five RBIs.

Peyton Lee drove in three runs with a dou-
ble and a single, and Tyler Reid had a two-run
double.

PRCC jumped on Bishop State early in the
nightcap, with five runs in the first and three
more in the second. 

The Wildcats added four runs in the fourth
and ended the game on the mercy rule with a
run in the fifth.

Hayes (4-1) allowed just three hits and
struck out five through four innings, but he im-
mediately came off the mound in pain after
throwing a pitch to the leadoff batter in the
fifth.

Pearl River was scheduled to open MACJC
play March 12 at Coahoma, but heavy rains
forced the doubleheader to be postponed. At
press time, no make-up date had been set.

Wildcats look ahead 
to conference play 

Pearl River shortstop Zachary Clark is saluted at home plate by teammates Lucas Scott
(2) and Austin Moffett (12) after Clark’s two-run home run against Bishop State at Wildcat
Stadium on March 8.

Pearl River pitcher Drake Nightengale winds up to deliver a pitch against Bishop State on
March 8 at Wildcat Stadium. Photos by Stan Caldwell.

Hankins national player of week

Pearl River second baseman Lucas Scott and first baseman Gage Teer have a Baton
Rouge base-runner caught in a rundown during action at Wildcat Stadium on Feb. 28.

Upcoming games
March 19 - at Northwest
March 22 - at East Central
March 25 - at Northeast
March 30 - host Southeest,
4 & 7 p.m.
April 2 - host Itawamba, 1
& 4 p.m.
April 6 - at Hinds, 3 & 6
p.m.
April 9 - host Meridian 1 &
4 p.m.
April 13 - at Jones JC
April 16 - host Miss. Delta,
1 & 4 p.m.
April 19 - host Co-Lin, 4 &
7 p.m.
April 23 - host East
Mississippi, 1 & 4 p,.m.
April 30 - at Holmes

Pearl River Community College has signed
13 players for its 2016 women’s soccer squad.

They include:
Caroline Grafe - Hancock High School
Olivia Moger - Long Beach
Mia Richardson - Resurrection Catholic
Sarah Walden - Resurrection Catholic
Mary Rieger  - Ocean Springs
Rylee Foster - Ocean Springs

Karsen Gildea - Ocean Springs
Kayla Nobles - East Central
Laci Polderman - Picayune
Abbi Henderson - Greene County
Mellie Snyder - Greene County
Anna Grace Cooley - George County
Molly Hall    - England
Transfer
Nadia Nelson - Faulkner University

Women’s soccer signees

Pearl River’s Gage Teer gets a lead off first base during action against Bishop State
March 8 at Wildcat Stadium.

In its March meeting, the PRCC Board of
Trustees voted to change kickoffs for Thursday
night home football games in Dobie Holden
Stadium to 6 o’clock from 7 o’clock.
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2016 PRCC Softball team 

The 2016 Pearl River Lady Wildcat softball team consists of from left: Front row - Reilly
Bunnell of Purvis, Katie Perry of Sumrall, Mary Grace Key of Union, Branda Northrop of
Poplarville and Jazmin Thomas of Monticello. Second row - Head coach Leigh White,
Jackie Shows of Saucier, Briana Leonard of Marrero (La.), Katie Davis of D’Iberville, Shay
Rosser of DíIberville, Toree Clifton of Petal, Brook Barnes of Picayune, Keela Creel of

Petal, Kristen Martin of Oak Grove, assistant coach Kirsten Bales and assistant coach
Rachel Breland. Back row - Manager Dadron Smith, manager Logan Perniciaro, manager
Courtext Tyler, Rachel Brockhaus of Kenner (La.), Alyssa Croncich of DíIberville, Amanda
Ingram of Millbrook (Ala.), Madison Scoggin of Stringer, Skylar Cook of St. Amant, La.,
manager Marisa Bounds, trainer Lindsey Maykowski and manager Jada Goodloe.

The East Central High School trio of, from left, Ilyssa Easton, Sarah Depperschmidt and
Ramee Taylorall signed softball scholarships with Pearl River Community College recently. 

PRCC softball signees

Monacelli

Lockard

Metcalf

Bolden

Lemon

Egger

Saunders

Pearl River Community College head football
coach David Saunders is in the process of com-
pleting the staff for his first season at the
Wildcats’ helm.

The process has been slowed by the departure
of defensive coordinator Derrick LeBlanc for a
position at the University of North Texas, but
Saunders likes the men he has on board for the
2016 season.

“This is a good group of coaches,” Saunders
said. “We’re real excited about what they are
going to bring to Pearl River.” 

Saunders is still interviewing candidates for a
vacant position on the defensive side of the ball,
and he expects to have a candidate to present to
the Board of Trustees for its April meeting.

The Wildcats will begin spring practice on
March 21, and spring drills will continue
through April 22.

Here is a quick look at the assistant coaches
currently on staff at PRCC:

CLEO LEMON / OFFENSIVE COORDI-
NATOR

Lemon, 36, comes to PRCC after one season
as wide receivers coach at Findlay University in
Ohio.

He is a native of Greenwood and attended
Greenwood High, where he played for his fa-
ther, Cleo Lemon, Sr. 

Lemon was a four-year starter at quarterback
for Arkansas State from 1997-2000, passing for
7,309 yards and 48 touchdowns. 

He went undrafted in the 2001 National
Football League draft, but signed a free agent
contract with the Green Bay Packers in 2002,
beginning a 10-year professional career that also
saw him play for the San Diego Chargers,
Miami Dolphins, Jacksonville Jaguars,
Baltimore Ravens and the Toronto Argonauts.

After several seasons as a back-up, Lemon
got a chance to play for the Dolphins at the end
of the 2006, and he started seven games in
Miami in 2007, passing for 1,773 yards and six
touchdowns. 

His most extensive action came in 2010 with
Toronto in the Canadian Football League, start-
ing 17 games and passing for 3,433 yards and
15 TDs.

After his playing career was over, Lemon
coached high school teams in Jacksonville, Fla.,
and helped operate youth camps in Mississippi,
before hiring on at Findlay.

ZACH LOCHARD / DEFENSE-
STRENGTH & CONDITIONING

Lochard, 32, will serve in some capacity on
defense - either linebackers or defensive line -
depending on the duties of the as-yet-unhired
defensive assistant, and will conduct the
Wildcats’ strength and conditioning program.

He is a native of Longmont, Colo., and played
collegiately at Adams State (Colo.). He earned a
BS is Sports and Exercise Science from
Northern Colorado in 2008 and a Master’s in
Human Performance and Physical Education
from Adams State.

He began his coaching career while still an
undergraduate at Northern Colorado, serving
three years as wide receivers coach. In 2009, he
moved on to Western State (Colo.), where he
coached defensive backs, then tight ends in
2010. He was also assistant strength and condi-
tioning coach both seasons at Western State.

In 2011, Lochard moved to Louisiana-
Lafayette, where he served three seasons. He
was offensive line coach, as well as strength and
conditioning coach, in 2011, he moved to the
defensive line in 2012 and was outside lineback-
ers coach in 2013.

He spent the past two seasons (2014, 2015) as
an assistant coach at Central Lafourche High
School in Raceland, La., where he was in charge
of linebackers. 

Lochard and his wife, Christi, have a 1-year-
old son, Landon.

TED EGGER / DEFENSIVE BACKS
Egger, 38, is a native of Hornell, N.Y., and at-

tended Lock Haven (Pa.) University, where he
graduated in 2000 with a degree in health and
physical education. He obtained a masters from
Adams State (Colo.) in human performance and
education in 2002.

He started his coaching career as a student as-
sistant in charge of the secondary while still an
undergraduate at Lock Haven in 2000. He spent
one season as defensive backs coach at Texas
Lutheran and two years at Adams State, where
he was in charge of the secondary, outside line-
backers and was special teams coordinator.

He returned to Lock Haven in 2004 as sec-
ondary coach, then spent three seasons at Ferris
State (Pa.) as secondary coach and special teams
coordinator. He spent three seasons at
Northwood (Mich.) coaching defensive backs
and four seasons back at Adams State as defen-

sive coordinator and special teams coach.
In 2015, he served as defensive coordinator

and defensive backs coach at Concordia
(Minn.).

Egger and his wife, Sarah, have one son, T.J.
KELVIN BOLDEN / WIDE RECEIVERS
Bolden, 27, is a native of Ocean Springs, and

played two years at Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College, where he was All-State
wide receiver for both of his two seasons there,
and an All-America as a sophomore in 2009. 

He went on to star at Southern Miss, catching
104 passes for 1,393 yards and 13 touchdowns
in his two season as a Golden Eagle. He was a
member of USM’s Conference USA champi-
onship team in 2011.

He signed as an undrafted free agent with the
Washington Redskins in 2012, but was released
in training camp and later signed with the
Hamilton Tiger-Cats of the Canadian League. 

Bolden served as a volunteer assistant coach
in the Ocean Springs School District in 2014 be-
fore coming to PRCC in 2015. He has an 8-year-
old son, Kameron. 

TERRENCE METCALF / OFFENSIVE
LINE

Metcalf, 37, comes to PRCC after one season
as defensive line coach at Oxford High.

Metcalf is a native of Clarksdale and was a
Parade All-American in 1997, following his
senior season at Clarksdale High. 

He signed with Ole Miss, and was a four-year
starter for the Rebels as an offensive lineman for
the Rebels from 1998-2001. He was a first-team
All-SEC selection his junior and senior seasons,
and was a second-team All-America in 1999
and a consensus first-team All-America in 2001.

Metcalf was selected in the 2002 NFL Draft
by the Chicago Bears in the third round (93rd
pick overall), and he played with the Bears from
2002-08. 

He played 78 games in his pro career, starting
25, and he was a member of the Bears’ Super
Bowl team in 2006.

Metcalf was in private business before em-
barking on his coaching career. He served
Oxford High as an offensive line coach on a vol-
unteer basis before taking over the defensive
line on a full-time basis in 2015.

He has an 18-year-old son, D.K., who will be
a freshman wide receiver at Ole Miss after a
stellar high school career at Oxford.

Coaching staff takes shape

Spring drills begin March 22

MATT MONACELLI / RUNNING
BACKS

Monacelli, 24, is a native of Albion, N.Y.,
and played for Albion High. He played one
season at Baldwin-Wallace College, then trans-
ferred to St. John Fisher College, where he
played three seasons, graduating in 2015 with
a degree in sports management.

During his career at St. John Fisher,
Monacelli caught 25 passes for 156 yards and
three touchdowns.

He comes to PRCC after one season as wide
receivers coach at Findlay, where he served
with Wildcats offensive coordinator Cleo
Lemon. 

Softball standings

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

The Pearl River Community College softball
team earned a huge victory in the opening game
of an MACJC doubleheader March 8 at Wildcat
Stadium, stopping then-second-ranked East
Central 1-0.

However, the Warriors came back with a
vengeance in the nightcap, salvaging a split with
a 9-1 win.

The Lady Wildcats earned the victory in the
opener behind a splendid pitching effort from
sophomore Skyler Cook, who scattered five hits
and pitched around five walks. 

Cook only had one strikeout, but it was a big
one, the second out in the top of the seventh
after East Central loaded the bases with no outs.

Pearl River (13-8 overall, 3-3 conference)
plated the only run of the game in the bottom of
the third, an unearned run that came after
Kristen Martin drew a leadoff walk and was
sacrificed to second. The Warriors threw the ball
away on Branda Northropís bunt, allowing
Martin to score from second.

PRCC kept the Warriors off the scoreboard in
the top of the fourth, getting a runner at home on
a flyball to centerfield. And timely defense
saved Cook in the seventh, after the Warriors
loaded the bases on a walk and two singles. 

Shortstop Brooke Barnes snagged a sharp
liner for the first out, then Cook (8-3) fanned
Summer Lavender looking on a 3-2 pitch for the
second out, and nailed down the win with a
grounder to second for the final out.

East Central (19-4, 3-3) dominated the second
game, building a 3-0 lead on single tallies in the
second, third and fourth innings. The Warriors
then blew the game open with a six-run outburst
in the sixth after the Lady Wildcats got a run
back in the bottom of the fifth inning.

Amanda Ingram (4-4) took the loss for Pearl
River.

The Lady Wildcats were scheduled to host
Northeast on March 11 and Coahoma on March
13, but last week’s heavy rains forced those
games to be moved. PRCC hosted Northeast on
Monday, March 14, and rescheduled the
Coahoma doubleheader for Wednesday, March
23.

Lady Wildcats split pair
with No. 2 East Central

Upcoming games
March 16 - at Southwest
March 19 - at Itawamba
March 22 - host Hinds, 3 &
5 p.m.
March 23 - host Coahoma,
2 & 4 p.m
March 25 - at East
Mississippi
March 30 - host Jones JC, 4
& 6 p.m.
April 2 - at Miss. Delta
April 5 - at Co-Lin
April 8 - at Meridian
April 16 - host Holmes,
noon & 2 p.m.
April 22-23 - MACJC first-
round playoffs
April 29-30 - MACJC State
Tournament

Above, PRCC’s Branda Northrop of Poplarville
slides safely into third base against Alabama
Southern. Right, pitcher Skyler Cook of Prairieville,
La. fires one to the plate.  
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Sophomore night at White Coliseum

Wildcat and Lady Wildcat
sophomore basketball
players were honored be-
tween games at PRCC’s
final home contest
against Meridian on Feb.
18. Wildcat sophomores
(top photo) are: From left
- LaDarron Johnson of
Pascagoula; Jamond
Franklin of Ocean
Springs; Jabari Craig of
Toronto, Ontario; Paul
Thibodeaux of Saucier;
Jeffrey Spence of
Richland; Teddy Scott of
Jackson; William Brown
of Jackson; Dontellius
Ross of Jackson; Cortez
Mitchell of Jackson and
Darrlyn Willis of Madison,
Wis. Lady Wildcat sopho-
mores (left photo) are:
From left - Akayla Powell
of McComb; Asia
Thibodeaux of Gulfport
and Shaniqua Magee of
Collins.

Final men’s standingsFinal women’s standings

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information 

A season that began with
huge promise ended in a bit of
disappointment, as the Pearl
River Community College
menís basketball team were
eliminated from the NJCAA
Region 23 Tournament in the
quarterfinal round.

A putback basket at the
buzzer gave Southern
University of Shreveport a
heartbreaking 68-66 victory
over the Wildcats in the re-
gional at Clinton

That followed another early
exit from the MACJC State
Tournament at Fulton, as
PRCC was knocked out in the
quarterfinals with an 80-73
loss to East Mississippi. 

Pearl River, which opened
the season ranked No. 12 in the
country after a 25-4 campaign
in 2014-15, finished 16-9.

“It was definitely a season of
ups and downs,” said Wildcat
coach Chris Oney, who took
over the program in
November, after longtime head
coach Richard Mathis resigned
for health reasons.

“I think the guys, including
myself, had a hard time adjust-
ing. Although we had a lot of
guys returning, we also lost
some guys at key positions. I
think, in the end, that kind of
hurt us.”

The Wildcats had seven
sophomores back from last
year’s state championship
team, but two players from that
team, forwards Malik Shelton
and John Cornish, chose to
leave for four-year programs
after one year at PRCC,
Shelton to North Dakota State
and Cornish to Delta State. 

“We were looking around
for guys that we counted on
last year to make certain plays,
and they weren’t there,” said
Oney.

The Wildcats lost three
straight games in November

after Oney took over, but he
got things righted, and the
team responded with a seven-
game winning streak.

“We changed some things
up after Thanksgiving break,
and our scoring actually went
up,” said Oney. “We went
from averaging 66 points to
game to right around 81 points
a game. 

“But the problem with that
was the games that we didn’t
get 80 were the games where
we didn’t have guys step up.”

PRCC leaned heavily on star
forward Darrlyn Willis, who
earned MACJC All-South
First Team honors after aver-
aging 18.4 points and 10.4 re-
bounds a game. Willis will
take his skills to Wichita State
next season.

“It’s going to be extremely
hard to replace a kid like
Darrlyn Willis,” said Oney. “A
lot of people got to see the way
he played games, but not a lot
of people saw that he practiced
the same way he played.

“He was a kid who came in
with a goal in mind, and he
never wavered from his goal.”

Pearl River had two other
player finish with double-fig-
ure averages in scoring, guards
Cortez Mitchell (11.9 points)
and William Brown (10.0).

With the season complete,
Oney’s focus now turns to re-
placing those sophomore stars
that produced 41 wins in two
seasons.

“When you’ve had the talent
we’ve had the past two years,
sometimes you get caught up in
comparing this kid to Darrlyn
and that kid to Cortez, which is
hard to do,” Oney said.

“What we’ve done is we’ve
got a certain style we want to
play, and we tried to target kids
that can fit that style of play.
Obviously, our district kids are
the most important to us, and
we want to make sure we don’t
leave any rocks unturned
among our district players.” 

Wildcats come 
up short in 
postseason play

Sophomore forward Darrlyn Willis earned first-team All-
MACJC South Division honors after averaging 18.4 points
and 10.4 rebounds a game this season. Photo by Matt Bush.

Sophomore guard Shaniqua
Magee of Collins was
named a second-team All-
MACJC South Division se-
lection after averaging 13.3
points a game for the Lady
Wildcats this past season.
Photo by Matt Bush.

Lady ‘Cats see positives despite record
By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

Scotty Fletcher’s first sea-
son as head coach of the Pearl
River Community College
women’s basketball team was-
n’t nearly as successful as he
would have liked.

The Lady Wildcats battled
through injuries and defec-
tions that depleted their num-
bers to the point where the 

where the team had just seven
players in uniform for the last
few weeks of the season. 

Not surprisingly, the teamís
record was a disappointing 6-
16 overall and 3-11 in the
South Division. But Fletcher
saw plenty of positives this
season that he believes will lay
a foundation for seasons to
come.

I couldn’t be more excited to
lead our young women and the
women’s basketball program
here at Pearl River,” said
Fletcher. 

“I think we did a lot of great
things outside of basketball,
we grew as a team and the kids
continued to give us every-
thing we asked of them right to
the very end.”

Indeed, even though the
Lady Wildcats lost their last
seven games of the season,
five of those losses were by six
points or less, two were in
overtime and in three games
down the stretch PRCC fin-
ished the game with just four
players on the floor.

“I think the effort was there
night-in and night-out,”
Fletcher said. “Their attitude
was nice to coach every day.
But they bought in; they see
the vision, and they see the
foundation we’re trying to lay
and the direction we want the
program to go.”

One of those late-season de-
feats was a 90-84 overtime
loss at home to then-24th-
ranked East Central, in which
Pearl River led by five in the
fourth quarter.

“During a timeout in the
fourth quarter, I looked at the
girls and said, ‘isn’t this fun?’”
Fletcher said. “You’ve got the
24th-ranked team in the coun-
try, the No. 1 team in the divi-
sion, and we’re up five. Just
stay on them.

“We didn’t get the end result
we wanted, but those mo-
ments, seeing those girls grow;
it was special.”

Individually, the Lady
Wildcats relied heavily on
sophomore guards Shaniqua
Magee and Asia Thibodeaux. 

Magee led the team with
13.3 points per game and
earned second-team All-
MACJC South Division hon-
ors, and Thibodeaux averaged
12.0 points per game.

Even during the season,
Fletcher and assistant coach
Shakira Nettles spent a lot of
time on the recruiting trail, and
he has a list in his office of
some 50 prospects from nearly
two dozen schools in and out
of the state of Mississippi.

“At Pearl River, we have a
standard,” Fletcher said. “We
want to do things the Wildcat
Way: Pride, Respect, Class
and Character. We’ve got to
get the right fit personality-
wise, before we can even get
to the player profile.

“We have traveled a lot of
miles, in the state and outside
the state. Right now, we’ve got
several committed, some Top
40 girls in the state. We’ve
built lasting relationships with
coaches, parents and student-
athletes that are going to help
us come Signing Day.”

MACJC
selection

National
signing
day for
college
basketball
is April 8.
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