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Eight winter term classes 
set to begin on Dec. 11

You can still register for one of eight winter term classes of-
fered by PRCC.

The classes will meet from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday, Dec.
11, through Saturday, Dec. 16, with 30-minute lunch breaks.

Classes on the Poplarville campus are world literature I, pre-
school and primary development, and social studies, math and
science for the young child.

Forrest County Center classes are hybrid English composition
I, world literature I, Spanish I, music appreciation and introduc-
tion to sociology.

To view the schedule, go to www.prcc.edu, click on the aca-
demics tab, the class schedule link on the left side of the page
and select the Winter 2017 term. 

Pinning ceremonies will
close out this semester

Three allied health programs will host a combined pinning
ceremony at 10 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 7, in the Forrest County
Center multipurpose room.

They are surgical technology, respiratory care technology and
practical nursing.

New members of the Beta Mu chapter of Alpha Delta Nu
honor society for nursing will be inducted at 3 p.m. Monday,
Dec. 11, in Malone Chapel.

The associate degree nursing program will host its pinning
ceremony at 6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 11, in the Brownstone Center.

OneVoice opens concert
season at Brownstone

The Brownstone Center will host a night of contemporary a
cappella music featuring OneVoice at 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 12.

Under the direction of J.D. Frizzell, OneVoice has become a
leader in the contemporary a cappella movement and have per-
formed on The Sing-Off Live! Tour and hosted the national a
cappella convention. They were seen on America’s Got Talent
and their albums are on iTunes, Loudr, Spotify and Pandora.

Tickets are $15 and $10 with $5 balcony seats for students. 

The Nutcracker on Brownstone
Center stage on Dec. 16-17 

The South Mississippi Ballet will stage The Nutcracker at 7
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 16, and at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 17, at the
Brownstone Center.

Tickets are $20 and $15 and can be purchased at the door or
online at www.brownpapertickets.com.

Holiday closing schedule;
dorms close this Friday

The cafeteria closes after lunch on Friday, Dec. 8, and resi-
dence halls close at 4 p.m. the same day.

All PRCC offices close at 4 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 14, and re-
open at 8 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 2. Faculty return on Jan. 3.

Dorms will open at 1 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 7. The cafeteria will
open with breakfast on Monday, Jan. 8.

Day and night classes start Jan. 8 with the Martin Luther King
holiday on Monday, Jan. 15. Night classes will meet.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays

Science instructor Lonnie Burchell of Hattiesburg and stu-
dent Jill Martin of Picayune will represent PRCC at the annu-
al HEADWAE events.

Higher Education Appreciation Day, Working for Academic
Excellence was established by the Legislature more than 20
years ago to honor academically talented students and faculty.

Burchell has taught microbiology, zoology, and anatomy and
physiology for 20 years on the Poplarville campus. He holds
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from William Carey
University. 

He is married to Patricia Burchell, Forrest-Perry County dis-
trict attorney, and has a daughter, Jennifer Cannon of Houston.

Martin is a pre-nursing major, a member of Phi Theta Kappa
and the Leadership Honors Forum and a paramedic with AAA
Ambulance Service. 

She plans to earn a bachelor’s degree in nursing from the
University of Southern Mississippi and a master’s degree as a
nurse practitioner. 

She and her husband, Joshua Martin, are the parents of three
daughters - Kaylie, 13; Corrie, 10; and Abbie, 2.

Eight Pearl River
Community College stu-
dents will be honored next
spring as members of the
Phi Theta Kappa All-
Mississippi Academic
Team.

For the first time, PTK
chapters can nominate two
students working towards
career-technical AS de-
grees or certificates as well
as two students working
towards AA degrees.

The Beta Tau Gamma
chapter nominees at the
Forrest County Center are
Lorenzo Catlett of
Hattiesburg, Michael
Evans of Purvis, Melissa
Novak of Hattiesburg and
Jonathan Parks of Petal.

The Iota Mu chapter
nominees on the
Poplarville campus are
Alejandra Alcantara of
Carriere, Heath Greenlee of
Columbia, Gage Kennedy of Kiln and
Shelby King of Sumrall.

As team members, they will be eligible
to compete for a number of scholarships
awarded through PTK and Coca-Cola.

Catlett, 19, is president of the Forrest
County Center Honors Institute, vice pres-
ident of Beta Tau Gamma PTK chapter
and regional webmaster and a member of
the Science Club, Mu Alpha Theta, Sigma
Kappa Delta, History and Humanities
Club, Chess Club and Videogame Club.
He received the Coca-Cola Leader of
Promise scholarship. 

A pre-med major, he plans to attend
Mississippi State University to study
physical therapy with a long-range goal of
becoming a physical therapy doctor.

Evans, 19, is an electronics technology
student planning to enter the workforce
after graduation. He is president of Sigma
Kappa Delta and vice president of Beta
Tau Gamma PTK chapter and the History
and Humanities Club and a founding
member and vice president of the Music

Club.
Novak, 19, is a general studies major

planning to transfer to the University of
Mississippi to earn an accounting degree
before attending law school. She is a
member of Who’s Who in American
Community Colleges, vice president of
the Science Club, Beta Tau Gamma and
the Honors Institute as well as being a
Coca-Cola Leader of Promise scholar. She
is also a member of Sigma Kappa Delta,
Mu Alpha Theta, History and Humanities
Club, Travel Club and the Student
Government Association.

Parks, 32, is a President’s List scholar
and member of PTK and is a work-study
employee of the Forrest County Center
electronics lab. He is studing electronics
engineering technology/biomedical
equipment repair with the goal of a career
as a biomedical technician or an aerospace
industry test technician.

Alcantara, 20, is an Iota Mu PTK chap-
ter vice president, a member of the Honors
Institute and Student Alumni Association
and a Dean’s and President’s List scholar.

She plans to transfer to MSU to study ar-
chitecture.

Greenlee, 20, is an instrumentation and
technology major with a 4.0 GPA in three
semesters. He was a wide receiver on the
Wildcat football team, is a member of
PTK and is a President’s List scholar. He
plans to enter the workforce after gradua-
tion.

Kennedy, 20, is an Honors Institute stu-
dent, vice president of the Iota Mu PTK
chapter, a member of the Stem Club and
SGA and a peer leader/tutor at Student
Support Services. 

He plans to pursue a degree in mechan-
ical engineering at MSU.

King, 20, is a member of PTK, Sigma
Kappa Delta and the Science Club. She
plans to earn a bachelor’s degree at
William Carey University and then spe-
cialize in obsetrics and gynecology.

Beta Tau Gamma advisors are Dr. Doug
Donohue, Dr. Amanda Parker, Dr. Ryan
Ruckel and Dr. Terri Ruckel.

Iota Mu advisors are Trevor Hunt, Jeff
McCoy, Robin Nix and Lisa Wall.

Eight students make PTK Academic Team
All-Mississippi honors take place in spring
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Wildcat
Wonderland

Dancing to music from
Charlie Brown’s Christmas
are Sally (counselor
Christina Miller), Franklin
and Violet (PRCC students
Jonathan Dixon and
Ronshea Moore). 
The first Wildcat
Wonderland brought hun-
dreds of Poplarville area
kids, parents and grandpar-
ents to the Pearl River
Community College campus
the night of Thursday, Nov.
30.
See additional photos,
pages 9, 10.

HEADWAE honors
Dr. Adam and Shana Breerwood hosted the annual President’s Christmas Open House in elf costumes. 

Spring semester 
registration starts Jan. 3 
n Spring semester registration will
be held from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 3, at the Hancock
Center.

n Forrest County Center registration
is set for 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 4.

n Registration in Poplarville will be
from 9 a.m. t0 4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 5.
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Pearl River Community College offers equal ed-
ucation and employment opportunities. The
College does not discriminate on the basis of race,
religion, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, age, national origin, veteran status, or dis-
ability. For inquiries regarding the non-discrimina-
tion policies or to request accommodations, spe-
cial assistance, or alternate format publication
please contact Tonia Moody Seal, Director of
Admissions and Records and ADA/Civil Rights
Coordinator, at P.O. Box 5537, Poplarville, MS
39470 or 601-403-1060. For inquiries regarding
Title IX, contact Maghan James, Assistant Vice
President of Student Services and Title IX
Coordinator, P.O. Box 5560, Poplarville, MS
39470 or 601-403-1253.

Pearl River Community College is accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to award asso-
ciate degrees. Contact the Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Ga.
30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500, or at
http://www.sacscoc.org for questions about the
accreditation of Pearl River Community College.
The Commission is only to be contacted to learn
about the accreditation status of the College, to
file a third-party comment at the time of the
College’s decennial review, or to file a complaint
against the College with evidence that appears to
support non-compliance with a standard or re-
quirement. All normal inquiries about the institu-
tion, such as admission requirements, financial
aid, educational programs, etc., should be ad-
dressed directly to Pearl River Community
College and not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

By LENA KINDER
The Drawl Staff Writer

There are so many things that can be said
about Persona 5 it’s hard to know where to
begin.  

Developed by Atlus, Persona 5 is
one of the best Japanese role-play-
ing games I have ever played. If you
have never played a Persona game
before don’t worry, this game allows
players several options for difficulty
levels that you have the ability of
changing at any given time during
game play. 

Now let’s get into the story aspect
of Persona 5.  

Persona 5 begins in the middle of
a very dramatic heist, you play as the
main character, Joker, who eventually during
the operation is captured. As the game pro-
gresses you learn that your character is some-
thing called a Phantom Thief and has the abil-
ity to call forth an inner “rebellion” called your
Persona.

Soon you learn that a Persona is not only a
monstrous creature that helps you in battle, but
is your character’s pent up rage toward the un-
fairness of the world. Soon you learn that you
can enter the hearts of evil people who have
“distorted desires.” Meaning their inner evil is
so strong they have created a world which re-

flects the darkness within them.  
Here you have the ability to find their terri-

ble desires and steal them away, hence being a
Phantom Thief, and doing so will change their
heart and personality. They will confess their
crimes and become a good person in the end.  

This game has several different
options and opportunities on how
you want your character to act and
the relationships they can build with
other characters throughout the
game. It allows you to play freely.

You can get a job, hang out with
other characters after school, and
even work on your characters per-
sonalities traits which do come in
handy in certain cut scenes.
Although Persona 5 does have a

long tutorial at the beginning, it does
not feel tedious. In fact, the tutorials often take
place during cut scenes and just seem like a
natural flow in the story.  

This game is funny, dark, and heart wrench-
ing. I would absolutely suggest this Persona 5
to anyone who is a lover of Final Fantasy,
Kingdom Hearts, or even just anime in gener-
al.

Although, I wouldn’t play it during mid-
terms or finals because it’s a very addicting
game!     
n Lena Kinder is a freshman student

from Roanoke, Va.

Kinder

Persona 5: Game review
An anime video worth your time

By JOSHUA FERGUSON
The Drawl Staff Writer

On Dec. 14, Congress is going to take a vote
that has the potential to not only cost each of us
loads of money, but also potentially cripple one
of the backbones of our democratic society.

The vote is on whether to repeal net neutrali-
ty: Whether or not to keep the Internet free and
open. 

Right now, ISP’s (Internet Service Providers)
can only sell you Internet access, and have no
power to regulate content. They can’t limit your
freedom to visit sites they don’t like, or charge
you a premium to get unthrottled access to sites
you visit most often. 

Under the guidance of the current chairman,
Ajit V. Pai (Former CEO of Verizon), the FCC
is working to dismantle the Internet
as we understand it so that large
ISP’s (such as Verizon) can make
money by selling you package deals.

If they have their way, even if you
pay for Internet you probably won’t
be able to access much without pur-
chasing access; this would be sepa-
rate from any fees you pay the site.
So not only will you have to pay for
sites like Netflix and Spotify, youíll
have to pay for the ability to access
these sites. 

Otherwise, the Internet connection will be so
slow as to be unusable. They want to make the
Internet like cable, and with the lack of compe-
tition amongst larger ISPs, this means that they
have little incentive to provide a bargain. 

So, you could wind up paying the same
amount for either no access or a severely throt-
tled connection other than to a few basic chan-
nels/sites.

This also has the potential to negatively im-
pact small businesses and stifle innovation. Any
business that depends on the Internet to either
bring in customers or sell products could find
their ability to do so severely limited without
paying premium for data prioritization.

Then there is the concern that ISP’s like
Comcast, which also produce smart home de-

vices, have an incentive to assign their competi-
tors Internet connected products to the slow
lane. This makes it even more difficult for
emerging (or even mid-size) businesses to com-
pete with giants like Amazon, Starbucks, and
Wal-Mart. 

This, as a consumer, does not bode well for
your wallet. 

The greatest problem with the new lack of
regulation is about the chilling effect this could
have on the dissemination of ideas. 

Right now, nearly half of Americans get news
online. As much as we like to believe that Tech
companies don’t have political agendas, compa-
nies such as Facebook have repeatedly proven
otherwise. 

While Facebook was at the center of contro-
versy last year due to the effect fake news had

on our democracy due to a group of
people gaming the algorithms that
decided who saw what content/ads,
for their own part they have repeat-
edly promoted an agenda by sup-
pressing conservative trends and
making otherwise unpopular stories
go viral. 

Soon ISPs like AT&T could push
an agenda by throttling certain web-
sites that voice opinions that don’t
conform to their particular narrative.
So unless you like the idea of paying

more to get less access, or watching cable be-
cause Netflix is too expensive, or larger busi-
nesses getting more comfortable selling you
crap product at a premium, now would be the
time to make it as obvious as possible that you
do not support this move. 

Write your congressmen, troll your represen-
tatives on twitter, protest outside your local
Verizon (a mass demonstration is planned for
the day of the vote), do whatever you have to do
make sure your voice is heard. 

We will only keep a free Internet if the deci-
sion makers in congress and the FCC know that
we as citizens and consumers will not tolerate
their crap.
n Joshua Ferguson is a sophomore student

from Perkinston. 
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Fight for a free Internet:
vote on issue coming soon

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

We are once again at the end of another se-
mester. It’s the time of year for family get-to-
gethers, holiday parties, and final exams. 

Christmas lights and decorations can be
seen all around. Children (and me) are count-
ing down the days waiting for Santa. 

It’s a wonderful time of year. But trying to
get too much done in a short peri-
od of time can allow stress to play
havoc on our health. There are
some simple things that you can do
to protect yourself and your family
during this time of year from the
wear and tear of the season. 

Wash your hands frequently.
This is the simplest, cheapest, and
most effective preventive measure
you can do to protect your health. 

Door handles, shopping cart
handles, remote controls, cell
phones and the impulse-buying sec-
tion at the check-out lines are great places to
pick up somebody else’s germs. Remember to
wash hands for at least 15-20 seconds. If
you’re not around soap and water, use a hand
sanitizer.

Get plenty of sleep and maintain a regular
sleep routine. Even missing an hour or two of

sleep each night can wear down your immune
system and increase stress levels making you
more susceptible to infections such as colds
and flu. Stay away from all-night study ses-
sions and “energy” drinks that are loaded with
caffeine.

Maintain a healthy diet. Monitor your food
intake and eat healthy foods as often as possi-
ble. Splurging is common but using common
sense can prevent the 5 to 10-pound weight

gain so many experience during this
time of year and the need to be sure
you have a bottle of Pepto on hand. 

Drink a large glass of water before
meals, eat a piece of fruit before that
holiday party and take small serv-
ings. Eat plenty of immune strength-
ening foods such as onions, sweet
potatoes, carrots, apples, nuts,
honey, and blueberries.  

Take a walk or dance to a favorite
song. Park in the farthest parking
space and walk to the cafeteria or to

your classes instead of riding around
to find the closest parking spot. Exercise helps
to relieve stress and keep those extra pounds at
bay. Get moving. 

Don’t forget your mental health. Holidays
are often times of increased depression and
sadness for many people. 

We often stress ourselves trying to find the

perfect present for someone or recreating the
magic of Christmas from when we were chil-
dren. Don’t put so much pressure on yourself. 

Give yourself a Christmas gift by setting
aside as little as 15-20 minutes of time for
yourself every day. Go to a church service,
sing Christmas carols, visit friends, or read a
good book. 

Find something to do that you enjoy and re-
duces your personal stress. 

Do something nice for someone who does-
n’t have family, is alone, or is struggling with
a medical, mental, or personal issue. 

Everyone needs support and wants to feel
loved. 

And don’t forget the real reason for the sea-
son. It’s not about presents and parties or pret-
ty wrappings and bows. It’s about the birth of
our savior Jesus Christ so many years ago and
the season of peace on earth, goodwill toward
men. 

Merry Christmas to all and to all a healthy
season.
n You may call Health Services Clinic at

403-1303 for any questions you may have
regarding the flu or any other health con-
cern. Office hours are Monday - Friday 8
a.m. - 3 p.m. during the fall and spring se-
mesters. The Health Services Clinic is free
to all current PRCC students, faculty and
staff. 

Hall

Reduce your personal stress;
do something nice for someone

By MYCHAEL WILLIAMS
The Drawl Staff Writer

As we get closer and closer to “Bowl Game
season,” teams like the Auburn Tigers have
been on a rampage to beat any team. 

The Tigers went into week 10
against the Georgia Bulldogs and
took everyone for surprise, beating
the Dawgs 40-17. 

Two weeks after, the Tigers took
on No. 1-ranked University of
Alabama, who was 11-0 going into
the game. Auburn beat Alabama
26-14.

Now that both the No. 1 and No.
2 teams have been beaten by
Auburn, they are now in 5th
(Alabama) and 6th (Georgia) in the
College Football rankings.

The Georgia Bulldogs play the Tigers
Saturday. There is no way to know who will
win or the possibility that the Bulldogs get de-
stroyed again.

The winner of this game will clinch an auto-
matic playoff spot, and be getting ready for the

next team. Going into week 14, Alabama has a
bye week and won’t be playing in the playoffs
unless the committee lets them slip past with a
loss to Auburn.

Clemson is going to be playing the recently
fallen Miami Hurricanes. After losing to

Pittsburgh last week, Miami
dropped five spots to the number
seven seed. Going into this past
weekend, this game was very im-
portant for both teams. If Clemson
loses, that will drop them down and
move Miami and Alabama up for a
playoff position.

The last team is the Wisconsin
Badgers who are sitting at No. 4
spot. They aren’t playing a very
threatening team, but the Ohio
State Buckeyes are hoping to not

get left out just yet. Ohio State’s
chances of clinching a playoff spot is a lot
slimmer than Alabama even if they win.

The final weeks and bowl games will be in-
teresting and fun to watch.
n Mychael Williams is a freshman stu-

dent from Atlanta, Ga. 

Williams

College football bowl season
should be exciting to watch

Denver and Mile High Orchestra

Above, Denver Bierman (in long-sleeve shirt and cap) and members of Denver and the
Mile High Orchestra listen as Mike Bass rehearses the PRCC Jazz Cats. Below, Kenn
Hughes, trombone player with Denver and the Mile High Orchestra, talks to the PRCC
JazzCats after listening to part of the jazz band’s rehearsal on Nov. 28.

Left, Denver
Bierman plays two
trumpets at the
same time during
the performance.
Below, Denver and
the Mile High
Orchestra brought
their big band
sound to the
Brownstone Center
on Nov. 28. The
performance kicked
off the orchestra’s
2017 Christmas
tour. 
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wmcarey.edu 601-318-6103

Careers in Health Care Symposium
January 24 @ WCU

Featuring health care educators and employers 
from around the region

WCU College of Health Sciences
School of Nursing 

Offers BSN, RN-BSN, MSN, MSN-MBA, and PhD. BSN classes in 
Hattiesburg and Tradition. All other programs are hybrid or online.

Health Administration and Education 
Emphasizes the skills needed in the development of managers, 
educators, and administrators in a variety of health care settings. 

Health Information Management 
Prepares individuals to analyze and respond to health information 
data. The curriculum combines information and business 
technology, business management, biomedical sciences, and health 
care organization. Graduates qualify to sit for the RHIA exam.

Doctor of Physical Therapy 
Prepares students to become physical therapy practitioners. 

The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

Tuesday-Thursday, Dec. 5-7 - Final exams
Thursday, Dec. 7 - Surgical technology, res-

piratory care technology, practical nursing pin-
ning ceremony, 10 a.m., Forrest County Center
multipurpose room

Monday, Dec. 11 - Beta Mu nursing honor
society induction, 3 p.m., Malone Chapel

ADN pinning ceremony, 6 p.m., Brownstone
Center

Monday-Friday, Dec. 11-15 - Winter term
classes

Thursday, Dec. 14 - Offices close at 4 p.m.
for Christmas holidays

Saturday, Dec. 16 - Winter term finals
South Mississippi Ballet presents

Nutcracker, 7 p.m., Brownstone Center; $20,
$15

Sunday, Dec. 17 - South Mississippi Ballet
presents Nutcracker, 2:30 p.m., Brownstone
Center; $20, $15

Tuesday, Jan. 2 - Offices open for spring se-
mester

Wednesday, Jan. 3 - Faculty return
Hancock Center registration
Thursday, Jan. 4 - Forrest County Center

registration

Friday, Jan. 5 - Poplarville registration
Sunday, Jan. 7 - Dormitories open for

spring semester
Monday, Jan. 8 - Day and night classes

begin
Friday, Jan. 12 - One Voice concert, 7 p.m.,

Brownstone Center; $15, $10 reserved tickets,
$5 student balcony tickets

Monday, Jan. 15 - Martin Luther King hol-
iday; night classes meet

Saturday, Jan. 27 - Womenís Health
Symposium, 7:15 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Crosby Hall

Tuesday, Jan. 30 - Lunch and Learn with
Dr. Tim Crowe, 12 p.m., FCC multipurpose
room

Thursday, Feb. 1 - Forrest County Center
Honors Institute lecture, 12 p.m., multipurpose
room

Thursday, Feb. 8 - Forrest County Center
Black History Month program

Of Ebony Embers, Vignettes of the Harlem
Renaissance performance, 7 p.m.,

Brownstone Center; $15, $10 reserved tick-
ets, $5 student balcony tickets

Monday & Tuesday, Feb. 12 & 13 - Mardi
Gras holidays; night classes meet

Calendar of events

By TONIA SEAL
Director of Admissions & Records

ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator

A New Year’s Resolution is a commitment
that a person makes to one or more personal
goals, projects, or the reforming of a habit.  

As we begin to wind down from the hectic
pace of this busy fall semester and final exams
are upon us, don’t put off making your resolu-
tion to be successful in the upcoming year. 

So where do you begin? You all know the
basics; make sure you have your fi-
nancial aid information complete
and account clear so you can make
your class schedule. The earlier you
do your schedule, the better the op-
portunity for you to get the classes
you want and need. It’s time now to
make your schedule, don’t delay.

Here are some other ways to jump
start your college success in the
New Year:
n Get involved - Find something

you like doing and dive into it. If
you are drawn to sports, get in-
volved with intramural sport activities, if you
are interested in government affairs, get in-
volved with student government.  You get the
picture.  
n Do the work - Let’s face it, you have to

study!  Set time aside in your daily schedule
for studying.
n Take challenging courses - employers

want employees who are versatile and can per-
form under pressure.  Challenging courses help
you to learn how to think critically, perform

under pressure, and expand your knowledge
base.
n Get help - Having trouble in class? There

are several programs available to assist stu-
dents with tutoring and peer mentoring.  PRCC
has the Student Support Services program and
Student Success Center that offer assistance
with student success.  Take advantage of these
programs!!
n Read - Read at least 30 minutes every day,

beyond study and homework.  Read something
that interests you - magazines, novels, whatev-

er. People who read more know
more and knowing more pays off!
n Involve your family - Even if

your parents or spouse never attend-
ed college, they can help you stay
on the right path.
n Look for a mentor - Find some-

one you look up to and trust, such as
a counselor or instructor that can
help you make wise decisions in
you field of study.
n Don’t ignore personal road-

blocks - If you have a problem that
is interfering with your school work,

try to sort it out or seek out help from a parent,
friend, counselor, instructor, nurse, anyone
who can help you take care of what is interfer-
ing with your school work.

Don’t be afraid to ask! The best advice I can
offer is this: If you don’t know, don’t hesitate
to ask. The PRCC faculty and staff care about
our students and we want you to be successful.       

Find someone you feel comfortable talking
to and let them help you be the best college
student you can be. 

Seal

Don’t wait until New Year
to make your resolution

2017 Leadership Class

Members of the 2017 Leadership Class include from left: Seated - Tammy Allhoff, Kira
Arthurs, Chelsie Lyles, Sharon Clark, Elizabeth Strahan, Meghan Byrd, Hannah Miller,
Rosalynn Vaughn, Debbie Ferrill. Standing - Tim Pulver, Dr. David Bunch, Dr. Dan

Childers, David Collum, Leah Blossman, Christina Miller, Dr. Karen Baxter, Dakota Dale,
PRCC President Dr. Adam Breerwood and Leadership Class Trainer Lee Reid.
PRCC Public Relations photos

The 2017 Leadership Class graduated
Dec. 1 at the Woodall Advanced
Technology Center.

Lee Reid, Leadership Class Trainer,
presented the 17 graduates with their cer-
tificates. This was Reid’s final PRCC
graduation class before retiring.

Guest speaker was Dr. Wayne
Stonecypher, former executive director of
the Mississippi State Board for
Community and Junior Colleges. He
served in education for 27 years.  Most
notably, the accomplishments of the
Board included the implementation of an
FTE funding formula, transfer of Post-
Secondary Career/Technical Education
from the Mississippi Department of
Education to the State Board of
Community and Junior Colleges, acquisi-
tion of stable and enhanced funding for
Workforce Education, coordination with
the Institution of Higher Learning and
community college academic deans to re-
vitalize the Articulation Agreement, and

significant growth of the Mississippi
Virtual Community College. 

Dr. Stonecypher received his bachelor’s
degree from William Carey and his mas-
ter’s degree from USM.

Members of the class:
Tammy Allhoff, department chair, sur-

gical technology.
Kira Arthurs, sociology instructor
Chelsie Lyles, Forrest County Center

advisor-recruiter.
Sharon Clark, Forrest County Center

math instructor.
Elizabeth Strahan, Forrest County

Center math instructor.
Meghan Byrd, Wellness Center and

cheerleader coach.
Hannah Miller, admissions data man-

agement coordinator.
Rosalynn Vaughn, Forrest County

Center advisor-recruiter.
Debbie Ferrill, Forrest County Center

business technology instructor.
Tim Pulver, department chair, occupa-

tional therapy assistant technology.
Dr. David Bunch, Forrest County

Center psychology instructor.
Dr. Dan Childers, Forrest County

Center English instructor.
David Collum, Forrest County Center

electronics technology instructor.
Leah Blossman, math lab administrator.
Christina Miller, academic advisor.
Dr. Karen Baxter, nursing ADN chair-

man
Dakota Dale, recruitment coordinator.
Class members Dr. David Bunch, Dr.

Karen Baxter and Kira Arthurs were rec-
ognized for perfect attendance.

Guest speaker was Dr. Wayne Stonecypher, former execu-
tive director of the Mississippi State Board for Community
and Junior Colleges.

Lee Reid’s final class of 17 graduates
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

Above, Cheri Alder presented a  public lecture: “What’s in Your Attic? Returning Nazi-
Looted Art” at the Forrest County Center. Below left, Carol Andersen, assistant director of
the Mississippi Humanities Council, presented Alder with a certificate for her selection as
PRCC’s Humanities Teacher of the Year. Pictured from left are PRCC President Adam
Breerwood, Alder, Andersen and Dr. Jana Causey, vice president for Forrest County
Operations. 

Cheri Alder named PRCC
Humanities Teacher of Year

A history and geography instructor at the
Forrest County Center is Pearl River
Community College’s Humanities Teacher of
the Year.

Cheri Alder will receive a $500 honorarium
from the Mississippi Humanities Council at a
Feb. 16 luncheon honoring teachers from across
the state.

The honor carries with it a requirement to
present a public lecture about a topic of interest
to the recipient. Alder presented “What’s in
Your Attic? Returning Nazi-Looted Art” Nov.
16 at the Forrest County Center.

Alder has taught full time at PRCC since
2010 and as an adjunct instructor for two years
before that. 

“I love teaching classes, and I love history,”
she said. “Students tell me all the time that a
teacher’s enthusiasm makes a class so much
more interesting, and that’s what I aspire to do.
I aspire to inspire.” 

She holds a liberal arts bachelor’s degree and
a master’s degree in history from Southeastern
Louisiana University. 

While at Southeastern, she receive a
Presidential Award which earned her a teaching
assistant position at the University of Southern
Mississippi where she did additional graduate
work in history.

Her primary area of study is the World War II
homefront. Her lecture grew from that emphasis
combined with an interest in the cultural arts. 

Mu Alpha Theta induction

WILDCAT WAY breakfast

The Forrest County Center hosted its first WILDCAT WAY Breakfast and Tour Nov. 15 on
the Hattiesburg campus. High school counselors from around the Pine Belt engaged with
PRCC faculty and students and heard presentations from Adult Basic Education, career
and technical programs, general education programs and learned about the William
Lewis Honors Institute. 

Special Olympics volunteers

Students in the Physical Therapist
Assistant Program at Pearl River
Community College volunteered at
the Mississippi Special Olympics
State Games on Oct. 20-21. The
Special Olympics is a rewarding
opportunity for both participants
and volunteers alike. From welcom-
ing the athletes to serving food to
literally running the bases as “bud-
dies” in softball games, the stu-
dents were pleased to be there to
provide a helping hand in anyway
that they could. During this year’s
National Physical Therapy month,
PRCC PTA students were able to
“make a difference” doing what
they love to do by helping others. 

Mu Alpha Theta, a mathematics honor society at Pearl River Community College that pro-
vides students with opportunities to further their mathematics career, held its induction
ceremony Nov. 15 at the Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg. Inductees included from
left: Front row - Jacob Chambliss and Lorenzo Catlett, both of Hattiesburg; Michael
Evans of Purvis, Sarah-Ashlyn Barber of Picayune and Amber Downs of Hattiesburg.
Back row - Sharon Clark, sponsor; Dustin Loftin of Hattiesburg, Matthew McClain and
Said Otwane, both of Petal; Melissa Novak and  Cody Hudson, both of Oak Grove; and
Beth Strahan, sponsor. If you are interested in joining, contact sponsor: sclark@prcc.edu,
or bstrahan@prcc.edu. 

By Dr. AMANDA PARKER
Vice President/Forrest County Operations

The phrase “For the Love of the Game” typi-
cally refers to the time and effort athletes must
invest into a sport to become a superior athlete.  

Whether the athlete is up before dawn practic-
ing a fast ball, spending late nights shooting
hoops, or running in the snow and ice, it is clear
that a true athlete must love his or
her sport to endure the training ef-
forts.  

How can this phrase be adapted to
education? 

As the Assistant Vice-President
for Forrest County Operations, I
watch students, faculty, and staff dis-
play the determination needed to
succeed simply “for the love of the
game.”  

A young lady that attends the
Hattiesburg campus of PRCC imme-
diately comes to mind.  Every morn-
ing this student wakes early to get her
young daughter ready for daycare, attends class-
es, works as a work study during breaks, leaves
school to pick up her daughter, cooks dinner,
spends time with her daughter, and then puts her
daughter to bed. 

Now, the cleaning, studying, working on on-
line courses, and more begins. This is exhaust-
ing to type, consider doing this every day! 

Why would a young girl put herself through
this? The only explanation is “for the love of the
game.”  She loves her daughter and herself.  She
is doing this to improve their lives.  

A teacher is paid to teach, right? That’s why
they come to work every morning

Well, that may be true for some teachers, but
my colleagues and friends come to work every
morning “for the love of the game.” Many
teachers work well beyond the required work

hours. While on campus no time is
spent grading, working on courses,
or creating degree plans. 

Time on campus is spent interact-
ing with and truly enjoying time
with students. My colleagues take
the work home so they can spend as
much time as possible doing what
they love.

I have colleagues that hosts writ-
ing events at their homes, buy
clothes for job interviews, buy food
for those struggling, offer listening

sessions for those that need an ear,
and so much more. 

Why would anyone do all these things, except
“for the love of the game?”

As we approach the holiday season, it is a
time for loving thy neighbor. I love the students,
faculty, and staff here at Pearl River Community
College. I love this game and wouldn’t consid-
er playing for any other team.

Dr. Parker

Why colleagues do it:
The answer is simple
‘For the love of the game’
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Officials from the Second Chance MS initiative - a program founded by Dickie and Zach
Scruggs - recently attended a ceremony at the Woodall Advancd Technology Center to
award grants to students to help pay for their high school equivalency diplomas. Pictured
from left are: Front row - Sarah Simmons, Adult Education navigator, students Lakyn
Davison, Kristin Doba, Lanisha Waller and Esmeralda Duarte. Standing - PRCC
President Dr. Adam Breerwood, Zach Scruggs, Executive Director for Second Chance
MS; students Paul Doba, Walter Augustin II and Da’Kerrein Applewhite, Dickie Scruggs,
Founder of Second Chance MS, and Terri Clark, PRCC director of adult education. 

Adult Education at PRCC

David Crofoot, right, and Paul Doba dropped out of high
school, but they are now attending Pearl River Community
College’s Adult Education program under Zach and Dickie
Scruggs’ Second Chance Initiative. 
Photo courtesy of Susan Broadbridge, Hattiesburg American 

Story reprinted by permission of the
Hattiesburg American.

---

ELLEN CIURCZAK 
American Staff Writer

When Paul Doba was attending a private
school, he was supposed to be in 10th grade.
But he was studying fourth grade-level English,
fifth grade-level word building and seventh
grade-level math. It wasn’t going well.

Doba, 17, dropped out in spring 2016.
“I was not getting the help I needed,” he said.

“I was experiencing bullying. I wasn’t able to
fit in like I wanted to.

“I had low self-esteem. I thought I couldn’t
make it anywhere.”

Doba’s educational experience is much dif-
ferent now. He is attending the Adult Education
program at Pearl River Community College’s
Forrest County Center and working to get his
high school equivalency diploma. 

So far, he has passed the math portion - earn-
ing a 14, when only an eight is needed. He has
also taken the science test and is waiting for re-
sults.

Now, he is working on reading, and then he’ll
move on to writing and social studies. He hopes
to have his diploma by January.

Doba attends PRCC under the Second
Chance MS initiative - a program founded by
Dickie and Zach Scruggs, who know a lot
about second chances. 

The father and son both spent time in federal
prison in a judicial bribery case. While behind
bars, they helped other inmates study for their
GEDs. Since getting out, they have been com-
mitted to supporting adult education.

The Second Chance program pays for the
high school equivalency diploma, gives a $150
bonus when the student earns the degree and of-
fers another $100 when the student passes a ca-
reer technical course associated with the degree.

Doba had to be recommended for the pro-
gram by PRCC’s adult education navigator
Sarah Simmons. She said Second Chance stu-
dents must be able to succeed in PRCC’s cours-
es and prosper in college and career. There are
only 23 Second Chance students out of the ap-
proximately 200 students pursuing their high
school equivalency diploma at the Forrest
County campus.

As it turns out, Doba was probably struggling
with dyslexia the entire time he was in school.
His sister was diagnosed earlier this year when
she was 13, and Doba experiences many of the
same symptoms. Doctors do not routinely give

a diagnosis of dyslexia to someone Doba’s age.
“If I look at a white piece of paper, the letters

and the words get all jumbled up,” he said. “I
can read with a blue background. I can under-
stand if someone reads it to me.”

Doba’s classmate, David Crofoot, is also a
Second Chance student. He entered middle
school several grades behind after being home-
schooled for five years.

“Because I wasn’t in school, I felt I didn’t
have to take the work seriously,” he saidof his
home-school experience. “I went really slowly.

If I’d been smart about it, I would have gone
faster and actually tried.”

Crofoot found himself in high school as a 17-
year-old ninth-grader, after being held back
several times in previous years. He dropped out
after ninth grade and came to PRCC in August
to get his high school equivalency diploma.

“I was worried at first because (PRCC) was
an alien environment,” he said. “I thought I
wasn’t equipped for it.”

But Crofoot quickly found out he had the
skills to thrive at the college. When he took his
initial assessments, he scored above 12th-grade
level in reading. He’s earned his high school
equivalency diploma and is now working part
time and taking a manufacturing basic skills
class. He plans to enroll full time in the spring
and work toward an electrical degree.

Simmons said Crofoot has come a long way.
“David is very intelligent,” she said. “I don’t

think he knows he’s smart because of what he’s
been through. He was worried he was behind
and wouldn’t do well.

“I think David will do very well in the elec-
trical program.”

Doba is planning on pursuing a welding or
HVAC degree at PRCC. Simmons says both
students should find lucrative employment
upon graduation.

Crofoot is daring to look forward to a few
things.

“I do hope to have a well-paying job, a nice
house and a nice family,” he said.

Simmons expects Doba will achieve the
same things.

“Paul was very quiet, very shy (when he first
arrived),” she said. “He was beaten down. Now,
he’s talkative, outgoing - one of the most caring
and considerate young men I’ve ever met.

“He’s excited about his future. When he first
came, he didn’t realize he could have a future.”

Doba wants to complete college in two or
three years, get a job and take care of a family.

“I can (do it),” he said. “I’ve got a life ahead
of me.”

PRCC students get 2nd
chance at education

At a glance
n Mississippi ranks

49th in U.S. in workforce
participation: Only 55
percent of adult residents
are employed or looking
for work
n Mississippi ranks

first in high school
dropouts: 400,000 adults
lack a high school diplo-
ma
n Mississippi’s biggest

barrier to prosperity and
growth: Lack of an edu-
cated and skilled work-
force

Source: Second
Chance MS, www.2nd-
chancems.org

This year’s annual Salvation Army food drive was another rousing success, according to

Debbie Ferrill, one of the coordinators.  She said PRCC donated a total of 4,384 canned items

or non-perishable items to the Salvation Army in Hattiesburg. “Various organizations, pro-

grams, and classes competed to earn a free pizza party,” said Ferrill, who made the annouce-

ment of program winners in the right photo. Mu Alpha Theta, Math Honor Society, donated ap-

proximately 30 cans per student in their organization. The science department collected 1,290

items. Other organizations who participated in the Salvation Army Food Drive were Phi Theta

Kappa & the History & Humanities Club. Programs who participated were the Business

Management Technology, Electronics Technology, HVAC & Refrigeration Technology,

Welding & Cutting Technology, OTA, PTA, and Speech. “Everyone did an excellent job of col-

lecting and donating food items. All of our donations will be distributed within our Pine Belt

community,” said Ferrill.

Food drive another success

Dancing and music were just some of the fun activities that involved the students during
the annual Fall Fest event.  Forrest County Center practical nursing students sold food goodies during Fall Fest.

Fall Fest fun times

Fall Fest brought out the best of fun for faculty, staff and students on Oct. 31at the
Forrest County Center. Above, adult education staff were decked out with their hippie at-
tire complete with the van. Below, freshmen dental hygiene students did their Harlem
Globetotters number during the event.
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By Dr. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to The Drawl

While I am capable of understanding even
the most complex and profound ideas, most of
my students will agree that, in my heart, I’m a
visceral kind of fellow - preferring simple,
pithy expressions of fact, rather than
grandiose, rhetorical maxims which
only give me a headache. 

Consequently, and in that spirit as
we approach the holiday season, I
am pleased to present the following
list of 30 ways to make you a more
loveable person.
n Be kind to kind people.
n Be even kinder to unkind peo-

ple.
n Return everything you borrow.
n Stop blaming other people.
n Donate blood.
n Admit it when you make a mis-

take.
n Give away all of the clothes you haven’t

worn in the past three years.
n Every day do something nice and try not

to get caught.
n Listen more and talk less.
n Skip a meal each week and give the

money to the poor.
n Strive for excellence and not for perfec-

tion.
n Be on time.
n Don’t smoke.
n Don’t make excuses.
n Be better organized.
n Don’t argue.
n Let someone cut ahead of you in line.
n Be a good listener.

n Take time to be alone.
n Don’t abuse drugs.
n Make “Thank you,” “Good

work,” and “May I help you?” part
of your daily vocabulary.
n Read at least one inspiring

book each month.
n Cultivate good manners.
n Encourage others.
n Be humble.
n Understand and accept that life

isn’t always fair.
n Know when to say something.

n Know when to keep quiet.
n Don’t criticize a single soul for a week.
n Learn from the past; live in the present;

and plan for the future.
If you conscientiously incorporate these

simple practices into your life, I can just about
guarantee that you will be a more loveable per-
son.
n Dr. Benny Hornsby is an adjunct in-

structor of sociology and English at PRCC.

Dr. Hornsby

Thirty ways to love
Follow these steps during holidays

Twenty-one businesses and more than 200 PRCC students took part in the Career Fair
on Nov. 14 at the Forrest County Center (above and below). Participating businesses in-
cluded Pridestaff, Mississippi State Veterans Hospital, South Mississippi State Hospital,
ESS, William Carey University, USM - Social Work, University of Southern Mississippi,
Toyota, Ingall’s, Kohler, Mississippi Tank, SEMRHI, Cooperative Energy, Howard
Industries, Stone County Hospital, Forrest General Hospital, Hattiesburg Clinic,
MDOE/WIN, Dollar General, Central Sunbelt, Department of Justice - Federal Bureau of
Prisons, and St. Tammany (La.) Parish Hospital. 

FCC Career Fair

The multipurpose room on the Forrest County Center campus Nov. 28 was the site of the
first William Lewis Honors Institute Research Symposium. Students showcased research
on various projects, some in an oral format and some in a poster format. Some students
used this event as a practice run for research they hope to present at the Mississippi
Honors Conference in Jackson on Feb. 2-3. Student presenters at the FCC were from
left: Front row - Diana Jones of Lumberton, Sarah-Ashlyn Barber of Hattiesburg, Destin
Brock, Devan Culpepper and Ravin Sterling, all of Oak Grove; Harley Foles of Sumrall,
Vera Thacker of Hattiesburg and Lauryl Nguyen of Petal. Back row - Viktor Brantley of
Sumrall and Nathan White, both of Sumrall; Nicholas Allhoff of  Hattiesburg,  Cody
Hudson and Joshua Worbington, both of Purvis; Michael Pascarella of  Hattiesburg,
Sawyer Barber of Columbia and Lane Hall of Hattiesburg.

Honors Research Symposium

Raven Sterling of Oak Grove.

Destin Brock of Oak Grove.

Devan Culpepper of Oak Grove.

Cody Hudson of Purvis.

Harley Foles of Sumrall.

Sarah-Ashlyn Barber of Hattiesburg.

PRCC instructors Dr. Rudy Gatlin
(shown performing right) and Dr.
Amy Duke, along with other local
musical talent, performed Nov. 29
before a crowd of some 200 at the
Forrest County Center in the first an-
nual Making Spirits Bright Holiday
Concert.  Proceeds from the event
will go toward the maintenance and
upkeep of the grand piano donated
to the school. Other members of the
PRCC staff, including Jacki Runnels,
Beth Strahan, Barbara Gandy, and
Terri and Ryan Ruckel, as well as
PRCC student volunteers, helped
make the program a success. 

Making Spirits Bright

Chelsie Lyles, PRCC Recruiter and Advisor, talks with high school students attending Fall
Fest on the Forrest County Center on Oct. 31.

The FCC campus between the Allied Health Center and the Career-Technical Center was
buzzing with lots of activities during Fall Fest.

Fall Fest recruiting
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Campuses host Veterans Day programs

Veterans Day observances were held at the Forrest County Center and on the Poplarville
campus Nov. 9-10. Left, Michael McGee, Senior VA Certifying Official for the University of
Southern Mississippi, was the guest speaker at the Forrest County Center. The guest
speaker at the Poplarville ceremony was Dr. Benny Hornsby, retired Navy officer and a
PRCC instructor.

The Forrest County Center honored veterans in a ceremony on the Hattiesburg campus.
Students in PRCC’s History and Humanities Club sponsored the event. McGee was the
featured speaker. PRCC students Henderson Cunningham (left) of McComb and Sarah -
Ashlyn Barber (right) of Picayune, both members of the History and Humanities Club,
present Michael McGee with a thank-you gift from PRCC.

By ALEXX KENNEDY
Special to The Drawl

Pearl River Community College’s
Association of Educational Office Professionals
has been busy this semester.

Members enjoyed a professional develop-
ment session focused on awkwardness in the
workplace and how to overcome awkward situ-
ations and interactions. 

AEOP also partnered with Phi Theta Kappa,
Poplarville Women’s Club, and Rotary to pro-
vide food items for students staying in the
dorms over the Thanksgiving break. 

AEOP president Alexx Kennedy and PTK
Vice President Alejandra Alcantara spoke to the
Rotary club about the importance of this project
at their meeting and Alejandra presented the
group with a certificate of appreciation. 
n Members are now preparing for their end

of the semester Christmas social event. This
event allows members from all campuses to
come together and fellowship as the semester
comes to a close. This year instead of engaging
in any gift exchange members decided make
donations to Backpack Buddies. 

Donations made to this program will help to
provide kid-friendly food items for food bags
that will be packed and delivered to the
Poplarville schools. These bags of food are to be
packed discreetly into the backpacks of needy

children. The packing process is done each
Thursday throughout the school year, and is de-
pendent upon community-wide donations. 

The group is excited about embracing the
spirit of giving this time of year to contribute to
such a great cause. Drop offs to Backpack
Buddies can still be made to the President’s of-
fice through the end of the semester.  

For information, contact Marilyn Dillard at
601-403-1201. 
nAEOP is looking forward to an equally ex-

citing and beneficial semester for the spring.
The semester will begin with their annual win-
ter meeting in February. 

A professional development session is being
offered revolving around stress management in
the work place. They plan to continue work with
PTK on dorm student provisions as well as
focus donations to Backpack Buddies and the
Pearl River County Nursing home. 

AEOP welcomes new members and hopes to
provide meaningful professional development,
philanthropic, and social opportunities. 

Contact AEOP President Alexx Kennedy at
601-403-1269 for information about member-
ship. AEOP sends a thank you to all the stu-
dents, staff, faculty, and administrators that have
made this semester a raving success in all av-
enues of the college. 
n Alexx Kennedy is an academic advisor

in the Office of Student Success.

AEOP partnered with Phi Theta Kappa, Poplarville Women’s Club, and the Poplarville
Rotary Club to provide food items for students staying in the dorms over the
Thanksgiving break. From left to right are Rotary members Randy Morris, Carolyn
Tedford, AEOP President Alexx Kennedy, Rotary member Lori Labradino, and PTK Vice
President Alejandra Alcantara.

AEOP’s worthy projects 
keep membership busy 

AEOP recognition

The Presbysterian Christian School choir sang the National Anthem for the Veterans Day ceremony.

PRCC President Dr. Adam Breerwood posed with Dr. Benny
Hornsby, retired Navy officer and a PRCC instructor.
Hornsby was guest speaker for the Poplarville ceremony. 
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AA/EOE/ADAI UC 77438 11.17

When I first arrived at Southern Miss, it was 

challenging because I didn’t know anyone, and 

I wasn’t involved with anything. I wasn’t giving 

back in any way. But once I met people who 

were already involved on campus, it helped me 

overcome that challenge. Now, I’m in several 

student organizations, and by being part of these 

groups, and having to plan events and think ahead, 

it has helped me grow and think more about my 

own future. I was looking for ways to help others, 

but I found my own life-changing experience.

BRANDON WILLIAMS 
SENIOR  |  TRANSFER STUDENT  |  MCCOMB, MISSISSIPPI

FCA party: Operation Christmas Joy
The PRCC Fellowship of Christian Athletes brought holiday excitement to

special needs students with Operation Christmas Joy on Nov. 30.

The party in Shivers Gym included lunch, singing, dancing, games and pres-

ents from Santa Claus for 160 students from the Pearl River Central, Picayune

and Poplarville school districts.

“I like to help in any way I can,” said FCA member Destiny Trest of Petal,

who spearheaded the decorations. “To see the kids’ faces light up is very re-

warding.”

Carmen Douglas of Sumrall coordinated matching the children’s wish lists to

the donated gifts. 

“It just brings so much light to the children,” she said. “It’s amazing to see

how they react to it.”

The PRCC baseball team sings Christmas songs from the balcony of Shivers Gym during the Operation Christmas Joy
party for special needs students. PRCC Public Relations photos.

Jordan Terry, 9, tells Santa Claus (Austin Darden of
Poplarville) she wants a Barbie for Christmas. She is a
student at Pearl River Central Lower Elementary School.

PRCC Fellowship of Christian Athletes member Austin
Watson of Picayune, in a borrowed Christmas sweater,
plays in the “snow” tub with students at the Operation
Christmas Joy party.

Above left, special needs students from the three school districts in Pearl River County and PRCC FCA members dance
during the Operation Christmas Joy party. Above right, Kendell Ross, 8, eats the cookie he decorated while wearing a
wig from the photo booth. He is a student at South Side Upper Elementary School in Picayune. Below left, lineman Jerry
Quiller of Oxford talks with William Bivens, a 9th grader at Picayune Memorial High School. Below right, Jessie
Besanson of Carriere, a member of the String of Pearls, talks with Haley Jenkins, left, and other students from Pearl
River Central High School.
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Dr. Kyle Hill, Chair 
of the Department 
of Fine Arts and 
Communications.

 As we look forward to the 2017-18 season, we hope you will consider joining us at the Brownstone Cen-
ter for the Arts as we present an exciting season of entertainment.  Information about season tickets and individual 
tickets can be found on our Facebook, our website, and by contacting the BCA ticket offi ce.  We look forward to 
seeing you at the Brownstone.  

2017 - 2018 Season2017 - 2018 Season

Season Tickets: $150                                        601-403-1180                                    Individual event tickets available

December 16 & 17December 16 & 17
South MS Ballet presentsSouth MS Ballet presents

The NutcrackerThe Nutcracker

January 12January 12
One Voice One Voice 

February 8February 8
Of Ebony and EmbersOf Ebony and Embers

April 5 & 6April 5 & 6
Big RiverBig River

April 10April 10
PRCC Band ConcertPRCC Band Concert

April 17April 17
PRCC Singers ConcertPRCC Singers Concert

April 19April 19
New York VoicesNew York Voices

April 26April 26
Jazz Cats ConcertJazz Cats Concert

www.brownstonecenter.comwww.brownstonecenter.com

Veterans
Parade
The Spirit of the River
marched (above) in
the Veterans Day pa-
rade in Hattiesburg on
Nov. 11. Right, walking
along the parade route
were Dr. Kyle Hill,
Director of Bands; and
assistant directors
Michael Bass and
Reuben McDowell.

The PRCC Fine Arts
and Communication
Department present-
ed A Southern
Christmas Carol,
starring faculty and a
few students, on Nov.
15 and 16 at The
Brownstone Center.

Scrooge and the Ghost of Christmas Past watch as Belle (library employee Brandi
Deroche) rejects the courtship of the young Scrooge (student Lucas Williams of Picayune).

The Ghost of Christmas Present, Dr. Eric Leatherwood, confronts Ebenezer Scrooge,
Christopher Flynn, about Scrooge’s life in a Southern Christmas Carol.

Left, Jacob Marley (director
of bands Dr. Kyle Hill)
warns Scrooge (theater in-
structor Christopher Flynn)
to change his ways.
Right, The Ghost of
Christmas Past (Caroline
Flynn) waves to the shad-
ows of Scrooge’s past.

Michael Bass directs the PRCC JazzCats on the front porch of the library during Wildcat
Wonderland.

Dr. Catherine Rand conducts the University of Southern Mississippi Wind Ensemble in
concert Nov. 13 at the Brownstone Center for the Arts. PRCC Public Relations photo

Wildcat Wonderland

USM Wind Ensemble
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The live Nativity scene at Malone Chapel features Tiffany and Reese Gill along with their baby, Emma Grace, and shep-
herd Kyle Stallings. Reese Gill is assistant director of the Baptist Student Union.

The first Wildcat Wonderland brought hun-
dreds of Poplarville area kids, parents and grand-
parents to campus the night of Thursday, Nov. 30.

Student models walked the runway in clothing
available at the Wildcat Den, the JazzCats played
jazzy Christmas tunes, RiverRoad pop choir sang
carols, a train and golf carts ferried guests from
one event to another and a good time was had by
all.

PRCC employees and students spent hours
making holiday movie-themed building decora-
tions and costumes and coming up with ideas -
reindeer games, cookie decorating, making rein-
deer food, writing letters to Santa and pictures
with him, the Grinch and other movie characters.

“The overwhelming response and attendance
was breathtaking,” President Dr. Adam
Breerwood wrote in a Facebook post. “Thanks to
all of the members of the PRCC staff who assist-
ed. Your amazing effort resulted in a phenomenal
night. Thank you! I am so proud to serve along-
side my PRCC FAMILY. PRCC is YOUR home-
town college.”

Planning is already underway to make the sec-
ond Wildcat Wonderland even better.

Wildcat Wonderland a community success

Olivia, 8, and Ethan Allen, 5, pose with the Grinch (instruc-
tor Lonnie Burchell) at Wildcat Wonderland.

Cameron Graham, 1, clears the way for Santa’s entrance to
Crosby Hall. He is the grandson of physical plant employee
Tommy “Hollywood” Keller, operating the remote control car.

Chayce Kitchen, 9, of Poplarville fixes a bag of reindeer
food at PRCC’s Wildcat Wonderland. Standing by to help if
needed is River Navigator Madison Arabie of Carriere.

Dr. Karen Baxter of the nursing department turns 4-year-old J.J. Wright into Rudolph.
Athletic director Jeff and Whitney Long arrive for Wildcat Wonderland with their children,
Addison, 4, and Logan, 18 months, in the wagon.

Above: Kylie Terrell of
Hattiesburg, Davis
Manley of Picayune
and Blair Magee of
Stateline, La., walk the
fashion show runway
in PRCC gear from the
Wildcat Den book-
store.
Left: Aaron Brown of
Hattiesburg sports a
casual look.

Above: Chaz Dace of
Laurel and Kristen
Macke of Pearl River,
La., are ready for cool-
er temperatures in
Pearl River clothes.
Left: Hailey Holland of
Hattiesburg rocks knee
boots with a Pearl
River shirt.
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Instructor Shari Brooks and students Haley Roberts and Katherine Kurtz together pack-
aging the canned goods collected for the Hancock County Food Pantry. In all, the PRCC
Hancock Center donated 433 pounds of canned goods to needy families.

Students in the Orientation class are completing the ropes course at the Hancock Center.
On this day, instructors Kira Arthurs and Lisa Wall assisted in guiding the students
through the team-building project.

Students at the Hancock Center participating in the Fall Fest costume contest. The win-
ner was Little Red Riding Hood (Isis Vick of Diamondhead) and the Big Bad Wolf (Joshua
Prevou).

Pearl River Community College’s
long-range plan is to build a new col-
lege in Hancock County in an effort
to offer higher education opportuni-
ties that would aid local industry as
well as the coastal workforce.

That goal received a $2.5 million
boost recently when the Mississippi
Department of Environmental
Quality announced that PRCC was
one of the 19 new projects that will
benefit from BP and Deepwater
Horizon oil spill money.

“It has been a goal of Pearl River
Community College for several years
to establish a permanent campus lo-
cation in Hancock County,” said

PRCC President Dr. Adam
Breerwood. “This campus would
focus on providing job skills training,
workforce development
initiatives and higher ed-
ucation opportunities.
There is no greater cata-
lyst for economic devel-
opment than a skilled and
educated workforce.
Pearl River is committed
to providing such oppor-
tunities. Hancock County
has exceptional leader-
ship and the support for
this project has been
overwhelming.”

According to the announcement,
the $2.5 million would be used “to
enhance workforce training in

Hancock County by es-
tablishing a workforce
development center fo-
cused on existing and fu-
ture industry needs.”

“Geographically
Hancock County is posi-
tioned in an ideal location
to attract business and in-
dustry from around the
world,”  said Breerwood.
“This initial investment
for construction of a
workforce development

center is the first step in securing the
required job skills for those recruit-
ment opportunities. The center will
focus on preparing students for cur-
rent industry needs and jobs created
in the future. We are grateful to Gov.
Bryant for the confidence he has
placed in our College with this an-
nouncement.”

Hancock County is one of six
counties served by Pearl River
Community College. 

PRCC currently operates a
Hancock Center on Highway 90 in
Waveland, which is a major attraction
for Hancock County students as they
begin their higher education careers.

PRCC Vice President for
Economic and Community
Development Dr. Scott Alsobrooks
said that the faculty and staff are
maximizing the college’s job creation
potential by offering educational pro-
grams in high demand occupations.

“This is a national trend and Pearl
River is on the forefront of this con-
cept, which is bolstered on the nation-
al stage by data from Georgetown
University’s Center on Education and
the Workforce indicating that a ma-
jority of the jobs for the future will re-
quire degrees and training commonly
offered at the community (college)
level,” he said.Dr. Breerwood

PRCC plans for future in Hancock County

Hancock Center reportInnovative PRCC programs
provide open path to jobs

A variety of innovative programs are giving
Pearl River Community College career techni-
cal students advantages in entering the work-
force.

The first community college in the state to
become a registered apprenticeship sponsor,
PRCC also offers internships and a pathway to
work for the previously unskilled.

“Our lineman program is set as a registered
apprenticeship program so that entry-level em-
ployees can use the training they received here
on the apprenticeship pathway,” said Dr. Scott
Alsobrooks, vice president for workforce and
economic development. 

PRCC is partnering primarily with Chain
Electric in Hattiesburg for utility lineman stu-
dents while working to develop similar pro-
grams with employers in other fields, he said.
The program is funded through a Department
of Labor grant to the state community college
system.

“It’s part of the overall work-based learning
strategy,” Alsobrooks said. 

Students in several other career technical
programs can apply for internships, which fre-
quently lead to full-time employment.

Twelve former students are currently work-
ing where they interned, said Sonya Hunt,
Workforce Investment and dislocated worker
coordinator.

“It definitely gave me some real-life work
experience,” said Hannah Rester. “You can’t
always get that in the classroom.” 

She interned at the Hancock County Port and
Harbor Commission and is now an administra-

tive assistant there. 
Six of the former interns are working in the

medical billing and coding field, three in the
utility industry, one in drafting and another
with the Hancock County Port and Harbor
Commission.

Funding for the program comes from the
Southern Mississippi Planning and
Development District.

“It’s been an outstanding opportunity for stu-
dents,” Alsobrooks said.

A program funded through the Governor’s
Office provides training to 16- to 24-year-olds
who lack employable skills.

Through the program, students earn a Career
Readiness Certificate that tells employers they
have basic workplace skills. PRCC currently
alternates teaching Welding on Wheels at the
Forrest County Center and the Jefferson Davis
County Career and Technical Center.

Marcus Henry, 18, took the class although he
missed the first couple of days.

“Marcus turned out to be an excellent welder
and excelled in the class,” Hunt said. 

At the end of the class, he had OSHA, fork-
lift and basic welding certifications and a job
welding solar panel frames for a national com-
pany. The company has offered him a full-time
traveling job.

“We’re trying to help these people get cre-
dentials to go to work,” Alsobrooks said.

To learn more about career technical pro-
grams at PRCC, contact Alsobrooks at 601
403-1260 or salsobrooks@prcc.edu or Hunt at
601 403-1120 or shunt@prcc.edu.

PRCC’s table was a popular place during the Governor’s Job Fair at Lake Terrace
Convention Center Nov. 2 as patrons were looking for jobs or opportunities to return to
school to learn a skill. PRCC staff helping patrons were, from left, Sarah Gibson, ABE
navigator; Lee Bell, Direcgtor of the Lowery Woodall Center; and Stephanie Howze,
workforce project coordinator.

Governor’s Job Fair

Spring semester registration starts Jan. 3 
Spring semester registration will be held from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 3, at the Hancock Center.
Forrest County Center registration is set for 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 4.
Registration in Poplarville will be from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 5.
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Yesteryears
Yesteryears

at theat the
Pearl River Community College MuseumPearl River Community College Museum

  Be sure to visit the new Emerging Technologies (ET) Room at Be sure to visit the new Emerging Technologies (ET) Room at 
the PRCC Museum.  The ET Room has technology from 1970-1990.  The the PRCC Museum.  The ET Room has technology from 1970-1990.  The 
room exhibits such oddities as VCRs, data processing units, the fi rst room exhibits such oddities as VCRs, data processing units, the fi rst 
computers on campus, personal data assistants (PDAs), Camcorders, computers on campus, personal data assistants (PDAs), Camcorders, 
a giant slide rule, technical advertisements from the 1980’s, a portable a giant slide rule, technical advertisements from the 1980’s, a portable 
television set.  This room represents all the technology that you now television set.  This room represents all the technology that you now 
have in your pocket—the smart phone you use every day. Come see have in your pocket—the smart phone you use every day. Come see 
how much everything has been miniaturized by technology to fi t into how much everything has been miniaturized by technology to fi t into 
your phone!your phone!

The museum is located next to Pearl River Hall and across from Jefferson Davis HallThe museum is located next to Pearl River Hall and across from Jefferson Davis Hall
Museum hours for the fall 2017 semester are as follows:Museum hours for the fall 2017 semester are as follows:

Monday and Wednesday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.Monday and Wednesday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.Tuesday and Thursday 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Friday 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.Friday 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

The museum is also available to open for special events. Groups or classes that are planning to visit The museum is also available to open for special events. Groups or classes that are planning to visit 
the museum should be scheduled in advance.  Call museum director Ronn Hague at 601-403-1316 the museum should be scheduled in advance.  Call museum director Ronn Hague at 601-403-1316 
for more information or to schedule your group.for more information or to schedule your group.

By LEE BELL
Director/Lowery Woodall Center

Heading into the close of 2017 is an appro-
priate time for reflection of the year at the
Woodall Center.  

We are very grateful for the opportunity to
serve the business and industry community
with a variety of training options. We have
continued to serve regular customers and
added new ones that we hope to see for years
to come.

Many are still unaware of the services of-
fered at the Woodall Center. 

This facility is a perfect choice for
training, meetings or conferences.
We are much smaller in scale than
the local Lake Terrace Convention
Center, but offer more in space than
other venues. 

Catering isn’t offered, but we do
have a dining space for catered
meals. We have enjoyed continued
use of the facility from such compa-
nies as: Pearl River Valley
Opportunity, PERS, the Hattiesburg
Officials Association, Berry Global,
Pine Belt Mental Health Resources, JCI,
Regions Bank, HMP, Western Container, the
Real Estate Training Institute, Camp Shelby,
the Bail Bondsmen Association, the Summer
Reading Institute and many more.  

Many of the “end of year” pinning cere-
monies for the allied health programs on the
FCC are held at the Woodall Center each year.
This year we have seen increased usage of the
facility with Honors College and Phi Theta
Kappa events. We helped host a statewide
event for the Honors College in February that
brought close to 100 people to our center. 

The FCC Honors Orientation was held in the
auditorium in August and a Movie Night event
was held in October for students to enjoy the
Princess Bride. 

The fall induction ceremony for Phi Theta
Kappa was held in September. We love having
opportunities to serve our wonderful students
and hope to have even more next year.

Lastly, the Forrest County Workforce
Education department is housed at the Woodall
Center. 

Our goal is to work with business and indus-
try to help provide necessary skills. We have a

lab upstairs used for EMT and First
Aid/CPR and are preparing for 17
students to complete the EMT pro-
gram later in December.  

A welding simulator lab is on the
first floor of the center along with
tools and materials to also teach the
Basic Manufacturing Skills course.  

Lee Reid has a classroom upstairs
for use with the Leadership pro-
gram.

Some of the companies that have
come to us for skills training this
year are: Berry Global, USA Yeast,

Green Bay Converting, Western
Container and Chain Electric.  Channel
Control Merchants, Munn Enterprises,
Hattiesburg Clinic and HMP.

We have been truly blessed this year with
great customers and look forward to serving
them in the future. There is always room for
new groups looking for space to meet and
train.  

Our goal in 2018 is to find ways to partner
with campus organizations so that the beautiful
space at the Woodall Center can be enjoyed by
all.

Lee Bell

Woodall Center works 
to help local business
and industry with needs

The Lowery Wodall Advanced Technology Center is located in the Industrial Park.

By JEFF AMY
Associated Press

Free community college for all
Mississippians would be an ambitious and easy-
to-explain goal. What Gov. Phil Bryant again
proposed recently in his budget recommenda-
tion appears more limited, aimed at producing
more technical graduates from community col-
leges.

“The Mississippi Works Scholars Program
proposes to incentivize high school seniors and
adults already in the workplace by offering free
community college degrees, certificates and ap-
prenticeships necessary to gain employment in
these opportunity occupations,” the Republican
wrote in the budget document.

The details are hazy, and Bryant’s office re-
ferred calls to others recently. 

But lawmakers introduced bills in 2015 and
2016 for pilot scholarship programs aimed at
covering tuition for high school students who
graduated from career technical programs and
wanted to keep studying those subjects in com-
munity college. Bryant also wants to include
some group of adults, but it’s not clear, for ex-
ample, whether career changers who have al-
ready earned a degree could get aid.

Community College Board Executive
Director Andrea Mayfield said that’s among the
issues that still need to be worked out. She said
that free tuition could ease the “outdated stig-
ma” on technical careers as opposed to those
that require four-year degrees.

“We’re all working together to identify what
are the job needs and what careers are available
in Mississippi - because we want our people to
stay - and what careers have high earning poten-
tial,” Mayfield said.

Bills introduced previously proposed aid only
to recent high school students who had graduat-
ed with at least a C average or people leaving
the military. 

The students would have previously had to
study in a high school career technical program,
and would have had to enroll in a technical two-
year degree or certificate program. Subjects in-

cluded energy, manufacturing, health care,
agribusiness, hospitality, information technolo-
gy, construction, or transportation. 

Students would have had to maintain a 2.5
grade point average in college and would have
lost aid if they transferred to any other school.

Bryant proposes $7 million in funding. That
may seem surprisingly cheap, but it’s likely in
the ballpark. That’s because what Bryant and
lawmakers have in mind are called last-dollar
scholarships. 

Students would be required to apply for and
accept all other forms of aid before the state
would step in and make up the difference.

Many community college students are eligi-
ble for a federal Pell Grant to cover tuition,
books and other costs. Such a grant is worth up
to $5,920 for the poorest students this year,
compared to average community college tuition
of $3,104 at Mississippi’s 15 institutions.

About 30 Mississippi counties already guar-
antee free community college tuition using last-
dollar scholarships to any student who gradu-
ates from high school with a C average.

Those students must move directly to com-
munity college, but can study anything, not just
technical subjects. When asked in 2014 to esti-
mate a statewide cost for such a program, the
Community College Board said it would cost
less than $4.5 million a year.

The statewide plan passed the Mississippi
House 115-4 in 2004, but it never went any-
where in the state Senate. That’s in part because
some public universities fear competition from
community colleges for students.

Alcorn State University and Mississippi
Valley State University each get unusually small
shares of students from transfers, instead trying
to recruit students directly as freshmen.

Because Pell Grants pay for the poorest stu-
dents, any last-dollar program is likely to bene-
fit people who are more affluent. 

However, those who support the idea believe
promising free tuition to all encourages enroll-
ment by less affluent students who are put off by
debt and don’t realize they’re already eligible
for financial aid.

Gov. Bryant proposes free 
community college for some

SkillsUSA board members

Pearl River Community College has its new members of the SkillsUSA board. They are
from left: Colin Leake of Kiln, secretary; Bethany Harris of Hattiesburg, vice-president;
Mike Butts of Hattiesburg, president; David Rollins of Columbia, treasurer; and Dr. Scott
Alsobrooks, Vice President for Workforce and Economic Development. SkillsUSA is a
partnership of students, teachers, and industry working together to ensure America has a
skilled workforce. SkillsUSA provides educational programs, events and competitions that
support career and technical education. 

n The SkillsUSA mission statement is:
SkillsUSA empowers its members to become
world-class workers, leaders and responsible
American citizens.
n Items discussed as Nov. 29 meeting:
-- Fall Leadership Conference
-- State Competitions

-- Funding needs of the organization

-- Potential fundraising activities

-- SkillsUSA National Week of Service

(Feb. 4-10, 2018)

n The next meeting is Jan. 18, 2018 at noon
in the Multipurpose Room of the Technology
Center.  It’s not too late to become a member.
Dues are $15.

Talk to a faculty advisor, Rodney Clark, Tina
Coleman, or Jesse Walker, about participating
in SkillsUSA or come to the next meeting. 

We will be voting on t-shirt designs, finaliz-
ing fundraising activities, and deciding which
service project we will do. 

- Tina Coleman

Skills USA members stay busy

Alumni Association news

Above, the Marion-Jeff Davis Alumni chapter held its annual steak-dinner fund-raiser Nov.
14 at Kaneís Seafood Steakhouse. Talking about old times at Pearl River Community
College are, from left, Mary Jean Saulters, and Tony and Tracey Waits. Tony Waits is a
member of the PRCC Board of Trustees and Tracey is vice chairman of the PRCC
Foundation board of directors. The event raised scholarship funds to support eight stu-
dents from Marion and Jeff Davis counties. Below, pictured from left are PRCC alums
George Dale, Al Brooks and Ernie Lovell, director of the PRCC Development Foundation.
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INVEST IN 
YOURSELF

At Delta State University, being a college student is a hands-on experience: 
flying commercial planes and drones, creating art, operating world-class 

recording studios, learning to save lives, and more. Delta State 
consistently ranks among the best in the nation for affordability. 

Come find your place in the #DSUFamily.

WWW.DELTASTATE.EDU • 1.800.GO.TO.DSU
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Two Pearl River Community College base-
ball sophomores have signed college scholar-
ship offers to continue their careers at the next
level.

First baseman Simon Landry has signed
with the University of Houston, while right-
handed pitcher Colby White signed with
Mississippi State. Both signed during the first
day of the week-long early signing period for
all NCAA sports except football.

Landry, a 6-foot-4, 230-pounder from
Ponchatoula (La.) High School, led the
Wildcats in most offensive categories in the
2017 season, helping PRCC (29-20) reach the
semifinal round of the NJCAA Region 23
Tournament. 

Landry led the team with 16 home runs, 46
RBIs, 13 doubles, 45 runs and he had team
highs in hits and at-bats (52 of 173) for a .301
batting average. 

“On my visits to the (Houston) campus, I
just felt like they had need for me,” Landry
said. “I felt like they really wanted me. I’m
super-excited to be signing.”

White, a 6-foot, 180-pounder from
Foxworth who played for West Marion High
School, was 6-3 with five saves for the
Wildcats this past spring, emerging as the ace
of the PRCC staff.

White had a 2.43 earned-run average, 62
strikeouts and 25 walks in 55 2/3 innings. He
earned the victory in relief in Pearl River’s 5-
4, 10-inning upset of No. 1-ranked Jones
County in the opening round of the NJCAA
Region 23 Tournament at Ellisville. 

“I really loved the new stadium (renovations
at Dudy Noble Field), and their coaches really
sold me on the program,” said White. “Plus,
it’s a little bit closer to home than some of the
other schools I was looking at.”

Pearl River Community College pitcher Colby White (left) and first baseman Simon
Landry signed college scholarship offers in a signing ceremony at the Poplarville campus.

Baseball signees

Wildcat sophomores sign 

The Pearl River Community College basket-
ball teams gave up some of their precious time
last month to help out with two Hattiesburg
charities.

The men’s basketball team spent several
hours serving the community, helping out at
the Hattiesburg Salvation Army warehouse.

Players assisted in unloading donations from
the public, decorating the Salvation Army’s
store for Christmas, loading furniture and or-
ganizing the store’s warehouse.

Last month, the Lady Wildcats took a trip to
the Fieldhouse for the Homeless in Hattiesburg
to serve meals for the homeless and others in
need who use the facility.

“We want our athletes to understand the im-
portance of serving the community,” said
PRCC athletic director Jeff Long. 

“These outings give our kids a chance to get
out and see the real world, away from classes
and the gym, and help those who are less for-
tunate.”

Basketball teams help 
at some local charities

Above, players from the Pearl River Community College men’s basketball team sort
through boxes of donations at the Salvation Army warehouse in Hattiesburg. Below, play-
ers and coaches from the Pearl River Community College women’s basketball team
serve meals to patrons of the Fieldhouse for the Homeless in Hattiesburg last month. 

 2018 PRCC WILDCAT

 BASEBALL SCHEDULE

Day Date Opponent Time Location

Friday Feb. 16th Southeastern CC (Iowa) 1:00 (1x9) Poplarville, MS

Friday Feb. 16th Nunez CC 6:30 (1x7) Poplarville, MS 

Wednesday Feb. 21st Pensacola State 1:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS

Saturday Feb. 24 Bishop State 12:00 (9x7) Mobile, AL

Tuesday Feb. 27th Jeff Davis 1:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS

Sunday March 4th Illinois Central CC 12:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS

Tuesday March 6th Faulkner State 1:00 (9x7) Bay Minette, AL 

Sunday March 11th Spoon River CC (IL) 7:00 (2x7) Poplarville, MS 

Wednesday March 14th Nunez CC 4:00 (9x7) Chalmette, LA

Saturday March 17th Northwest MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Senatobia, MS 
Tuesday March 20th Baton Rouge CC (LA) 3:00 (9x7) Baton Rouge, LA

Saturday March 24th Northeast MS CC 12:00 (9x7) Booneville, MS 
Tuesday March 27th Ms Gulf Coast CC 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS 
Friday March 30th Itawamba CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS 

Wednesday April 4th East Central CC 3:00 (9x7) Decatur, MS 
Saturday April 7th Meridian CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS 
Tuesday April 10th Southwest MS CC 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS 
Saturday April 14th MS Delta CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS 
Wednesday April 18th Hinds CC 3:00 (9x7) Raymond, MS 
Saturday April 21st East MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS 
Tuesday April 24th Jones County JC 4:00 (9x7) Ellisville, MS 
Saturday April 28th Holmes CC 2:00 (9x7) Goodman, MS 

Wednesday May 2nd Co-Lin CC 3:00 (2x7) Poplarville, MS 
Saturday May 5th Coahoma CC 12:00 (9x7) Clarksdale, MS 

Thurs - Fri May 10th - 11th First round Playoffs T.B.A.

Wed - Sat May 16th - 20th Region 23 Tournament T.B.A. (State Champion Host)

Sat - Sat May 26th - June 2nd NJCAA World Series Enid, Oklahoma

BOLD PRINT - MACJC CONFERENCE GAMES

The painters at the PRCC baseball field are Bradley Rouse and Patricia Daughtery. They
have finished repainting most of the outfield fence and are shown lining up the stencils for
the Pearl River lettering on the wall.

Left photo, sophomore Brandon Cranford (12) of Louisville, Ky. on breakaway slam-dunk
in a game this season. Right, freshman Eric Thornton Jr. (11) of Jackson getting to the
rim for a lay-up.

Pearl River Community College kept its
record perfect, ending the month of November
with a 76-66 win over Bishop State (Ala.) in
menís basketball action last Thursday at
Mobile, Ala.

The Wildcats (6-0) got another standout per-
formance from freshman Eric Thornton Jr.
(Jackson), who dropped in 26 points to lead the
Wildcats. He added 3 assists and 2 rebounds.

Pearl River won it at the foul line, convert-
ing 26 of 35 free throws to just 8 of 18 for
Bishop State (2-7). 

PRCC was 6 of 17 from 3-point range, led
by freshman Cedric Brim Jr. (Tupelo), who
was 3 of 6 from beyond the arc and finished
with 13 points. Freshman Jonas James III
(Jackson) added 12 points and had 7 assists.

Lady Wildcats rebound 
Pearl River Community College rebounded

from its first loss of the season by getting past
Bishop State (Ala.) 60-55 in women’s basket-
ball action.

Redshirt sophomore Rah Franklin (New
Orleans) had a breakout game, scoring 27

points to lead the Lady Wildcats (5-1).
Franklin was 6 of 12 shooting from 3-point
range, and added 4 rebounds.

Pearl River led 17-9 after the first quarter,
and Franklin hit a trey at the buzzer to end the
first half with 16 points and give the Lady
Wildcats a 30-24 halftime advantage. PRCC
converted its last four shots in the final minute
of the fourth quarter to keep Bishop State (2-7)
at bay.

Sophomore Charisma Walker (Brandon) had
9 rebounds to lead the Lady Wildcats on the
glass.
n The men’s basketball team has added a

new assistant coach with the recent hiring of
Hayden Sowers.

Sowers, 26, is a native of Stamford, Conn.,
and was raised in Tupelo. He is a 2013 gradu-
ate of Ole Miss, where he served three seasons
as a graduate assistant. He was most recently
an assistant at Massanutten Military Academy
in Woodstock, Va.

Sowers replaces Ryne Colvin, who is leav-
ing PRCC for a position in his native Arkansas.

Wildcats stay unbeaten
with victory at Bishop State 

Polk set to speak at PRCC baseball First Pitch Dinner
The Pearl River Community College baseball will host its second annual First Pitch

Dinner as a way of introducing the 2018 Wildcats to the public. The dinner will be
held at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 24 at the Bender Cafeteria on the PRCC campus.

Former longtime Mississippi State baseball coach Ron Polk will be the featured
speaker, and each member of the PRCC team will be introduced.
There will a silent auction and door prizes. Tickets are $30 a person and $15 for

those age 15 and under. For more information, contact Coach Michael Avalon at
mavalon@prcc.edu.

PRCC to host kids hitting camp 
Pearl River Community College baseball will

host a kids hitting camp in late January and early
February.

The camp will allow young hitters ages 6-12 to
develop proper mechanics from college coaches
and players.

Campers will be divided into small age-appro-
priate groups and taught hitting drills, participate
in multiple drill stations and get live reps in batting
practice. It is scheduled for four Tuesday nights,

beginning Jan. 23 and running through Feb. 13.
Each camp runs about 90 minutes, from 6 p.m. to
7:30 p.m.

Cost is $125 and includes a camp shirt. There is
a limit of 72 players. 

To register on-line or to print out a registration
form, log-on to prccbaseballcamps.com. For in-
formation, contact assistant coach and camp coor-
dinator Sam Roberson at (972) 310-8660 or at
sam.roberson2308@yahoo.com.
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

Members of the PRCC men’s soccer team presented 2017 MACJC and Region 23 champi-
onship trophies to the PRCC Board of Trustees during the board’s Nov. 14 meeting. Board
chairman Alan Lumpkin accepted the awards. Pictured from left are Lumpkin, Wildcat play-
ers Bo Bowman of Bay St. Louis, Kobe Lie of Hattiesburg and Mark Johnson of Bay St.
Louis, PRCC soccer coach Drew Gallant and PRCC President Adam Breerwood. 

Board recognizes state champs

Seven sophomores brought their careers at
Pearl River Community College to an end
Nov. 11 when they participated in the MACJC
All-Star Soccer Game, held at Freedom Ridge
Park in Ridgeland.

Playing for the South team in the women’s
game were four players from PRCC: goal-
keeper Karsen Gildea (Ocean Springs), mid-
fielder Caroline Grafe (Kiln), defender Abbi
Henderson (Leakesville) and midfielder
Mellie Snyder (Leakesville).

Grafe, who played for Hancock High, had
the game-tying goal for the South in the 67th
minute of play. 

The South would get a second goal in the
final minutes of play to win 2-1.

On the South men’s squad, the Wildcats had
three participants: midfielder Kyle Estess
(Laurel), defender Mark Johnson (Bay St.
Louis) and defender Spencer Martin (Spring,
Texas). The South rallied from a two-goal
deficit to earn a 2-2 draw. 

PRCC sends seven players to
MACJC All-Star soccer game

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

Pearl River Community College is having
another successful season in rodeo at the mid-
point of the 2017-18 season.

The Wildcats completed the fall portion of
their schedule with several riders still in con-
tention for a spot in the College National Finals
Rodeo.

The top three finishers in each event, plus the
top two teams overall advance to the Finals,
held in June at Casper, Wyo.

PRCC sits fifth in the men’s standings and
sixth in the women’s standings in the Ozark
Region of the National Intercollegiate Rodeo
Association, the governing body for college
rodeo. The men have a total of 1,290 points,
while the women have 265.

Individually, freshman Chase Graves
(Poplarville) is fourth in steer wrestling with
275 points, just 28.3 points out of third posi-

tion. Sophomore Ryder Ladner (Kiln) is ninth
in steer wrestling with 135 points and tied for
ninth in tie-down roping with 140 points.

Freshman Scott Davis (Lucedale) sits fifth in
saddle bronc riding with 160 points. Freshman
Tyler Stewart (Brandon) is sixth in bareback
riding with 60 points. 

Sophomore Nick Gonzales (Carriere) and
freshman Austin Tuley (Red Oak, Texas) are
seventh in team roping, each with 135 points,
with Ladner and Graves in a three-way tie for
eighth in team roping with 130 points.

For the women, freshman Abbi Holliday
(Poplarville) is tied for ninth in barrel racing
with 90 points; sophomore Chelsey Johnson
(Poplarville) is 11th in goat tying with 95 points
and tied for 15th in goat tying with 80 points. 

Pearl River will open the 2018 portion of its
schedule at Meridian, an event hosted by East
Mississippi Community College in mid-
February. 

The specific date has yet to be determined.

Rodeo riders take aim
at reaching nationals
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POPLARVILLE - There was no rest for the
Pearl River Community College softball
coaching staff, as they followed the fall prac-
tice season with a busy November on the re-
cruiting trail.

Veteran head coach Leigh White announced
that 14 high school seniors have signed to join
the Wildcat program for the 2019 season, in-
cluding three from Louisiana.

Signing with PRCC were Gracie Barnett of
Vancleave; Autumn Clark from Perry Central;
Jenna Comeaux of Lafayette, La. (Comeaux
HS); Breanna Corkern of Watson, La. (Live
Oak HS); Brooke Fagan of Hancock; Shelby
Gehrmann from d’Iberville; Brianna Hargrove
of Oakdale, La.; Brooke Jordan, from Wayne
County; Ashley McLeod of Clarkdale; Hannah
Rasberry of George County; Whitney Seymore
of Gulfport, Jenna Smith, of d’Iberville, Grace

Stringer, from South Jones, and Abigail
Thexton of Sumrall, who will play softball and
soccer for PRCC.
nAlso, one Wildcat sophomore has signed a

four-year college scholarship letter of intent
during the early signing period. 

Shortstop Sarah Depper-schmidt (Moss
Point) signed with Belhaven University just
before Thanksgiving.

Depperschmidt, who prepped at East Central
High School, started all 42 games at shortstop
for the Wildcats last spring as a freshman, hit-
ting .258. 

Pearl River opens its 2018 season on Feb. 3
at the Pensacola State (Fla.) Invitational. 

The Wildcats make their home debut on Feb.
7 against Alabama Southern in a 1 p.m. dou-
bleheader, followed that weekend (Feb. 8-10)
with the annual Wildcat Invitational.

PRCC softball signs big group

Shortstop Sarah Depperschmidt (Moss Point) signed with Belhaven University.

A total of 11 players for the Pearl River
Community College soccer teams earned
postseason recognition earlier this month, as
selections to the All-MACJC and All-Region
23 teams.

Redshirt freshman Kobe Lie (Hattiesburg),
and redshirt sophomores Parker Rose (Bay
St. Louis) and Kyle Estess (Laurel) were
named to the men’s All-State team. 

Sophomore Spencer Martin (Spring,

Texas), and freshmen Jevaun Ennis (Maypen,
Jamaica) and Joe Elliot (Leicester, England)
were selected as All-Region 23 for the men.

Sophomores Caroline Grafe (Kiln), Sarah
Walden (Pascagoula) and Rylee Foster
(Ocean Springs) were named to the women’s
All-State soccer team, with sophomores
Karsen Gildea (Ocean Springs) and Abbi
Henderson (Leakesville) earning All-Region
23 honors.

PRCC soccer players earn
postseason recognition 

Members of the PRCC rodeo team.

Soccer field house work begins

Foundation work is underway for a new soccer field house to be located beside the soc-
cer field. The new field house is expected to be ready for the start of the 2018 season. 
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PRCC’s Johnson looks back on career 
Wildcat was two-sport standout

MARK JOHNSON
Age: 20
Hometown: Bay St. Louis
High School: Bay High
(2016)
College: Pearl River (Dec.
2017)
Family: Parents - Richard and
Peggy Johnson; Wife - Olivia;
Son - Grayson (born Sept.
12); Siblings - 3 older sisters,
2 older brothers 

Above, Mark Johnson follows
through on a successful field
goal out of the hold of
Markevion Quinn during foot-
ball action Oct. 14 against
Jones County. 
Left, Mark Johnson dribbles
the ball forward during soccer
action against Mississippi Gulf
Coast at Perkinston.
(Photo by PRCC Sports
Information)

By STAN CALDWELL
Sports Information Director

POPLARVILLE - Mark Johnson has finally
had time to sit down, relax and think about his
future, after a busy two years as a two-sport
standout for Pearl River Community College. 

“It was pretty tough, but I really enjoyed it,”
said Johnson, who played the past two autumns
in both football and soccer. 

For the past two seasons, Johnson played
nearly every game for the Wildcats as a defend-
er on the soccer field and served as an all-pur-
pose kicker for the football team, handling both
punting, placekicking and kickoffs.

Not only that, but he had to balance the re-
quirements of both sports with schoolwork and
his responsibilities as new father.

Johnson and his longtime girlfriend Olivia
Moger have a son, Grayson, who was born on
Sept. 12.

Johnson didn’t initially plan on playing both
sports for the Wildcats. He was signed by PRCC
men’s soccer coach Drew Gallant in the spring
of 2016 after a standout soccer career at Bay
High. 

“I really wasn’t planning on it, but the football
team really wanted me my freshman year,” said
Johnson. “They brought me and a couple of
other kickers in the summer before (the 2016
season), and I guess they really liked what I
could do.”

Johnson had a solid football
career kicking for Bay High.
During his two seasons han-
dling the kicking chores for the
Tigers, 2014 and 2015, he aver-
aged 37.3 yards a kick on 51
punts, converted 42 of 45 point-
after-touchdowns and was 12 of
16 on field goals, with a long of
46 yards.

Johnson was a legacy of sorts
for Pearl River and Gallant. All
three of his sisters played for
Jack Byrd at PRCC, and a
brother played for Gallant at
Southwest Mississippi, before Gallant took over
the Wildcat program in 2016.

Johnson had a solid freshman season in both
sports. Johnson was only so-so on field goals in
football, hitting just 3 of 7 attempts, but he con-
verted 24 of 25 PATs and had a 47.7-yard punt-
ing average.

In soccer, he had 4 goals and 5 assists playing
as a defensive midfielder, part of a rebuilding
season. During the offseason, Johnson had mo-
ments where he thought about just sticking to
soccer, his first love.

“I knew how tough it was going to be, and
with everything else going on, it crossed my
mind,” Johnson said.

However, Ted Egger, then newly-installed as
interim head football coach, said he had no
doubt that Johnson would continue to kick for
football as well as soccer.

“He’s a young man who wanted to do both,
and he could do it,” said Egger. “We were able
to work out the details on practice, so he didn’t
get worn down with both sports. He did a fine
job for us.”

Johnson’s best game was at East Central,
when he converted 8 of 8 PATs, a 39-yard field
goal and averaged 40.3 yards on three punts.
His effort earned him recognition as MACJC
Special Teams Player of the Week.

Johnson’s double-duty got its most severe test
on the weekend of Oct. 28-29, when he played
two soccer matches and a football game in the
space of a less than 30 hours.

Johnson did not have the year, statistically,
that he had as a freshman on the pitch, scoring

just one goal and assisting on two others. 
But he was assigned a crucial position on the

left backline that was a big part of the Wildcats’
success in winning a sixth MACJC/Region 23
State Tournament championship.

In the state tournament at Ridgeland, he
played all but the last 10 minutes in a 3-0 win
over East Central in the semifinals, then mo-
tored with his family down to Wesson to kick
for the Wildcats against Copiah-Lincoln. 

“That was probably the toughest weekend,”
said Johnson. “(East Central) wasn’t an easy
game. I did a lot of running and my leg kind of
got banged up. 

“On the way down (to Wesson), I tried to
stretch my leg and work it out. Then when I got
to the football game, I did a few practice kicks,
and they were not the best kicks. I punted OK,
but I never really found my groove, especially
on kickoffs.”

Johnson missed his first PAT attempt and had
another one blocked, plus his only field-goal at-
tempt of the game was also blocked. However,
he averaged 39.3 yards on three punts and had
four successful PATs in the Wildcats’ season-
ending 40-21 victory over the Wolves.

Johnson finished his sophomore season in
football hitting 6 of 11 field goals, 33 of 38 PATs
and he punted 40 times for a 37.5-yard average,
landing 16 inside the opponentsí 20-yard-line.

But for Johnson, there was still the soccer
state championship game
against Mississippi Gulf Coast,
which started at 1 p.m. the fol-
lowing day.

“My legs were really exhaust-
ed,” said Johnson. “I spent a lot
of time before the game stretch-
ing them out and getting them
loose again.”

The Wildcats and Bulldogs
played through 90 minutes of
regulation time and two 10-
minute overtimes without a goal
being scored, and by the time it
came to the shootout to decide

the winner, Johnson knew he had
little left.

“I had a lot of adrenalin flowing and that kept
me going through the game, but I was reluctant
to do the shootout,” Johnson said. “Fortunately,
we had guys step up who got the job done.”

Pearl River outscored Gulf Coast 4-1 in the
shootout to win the state title. The Wildcats’
ended their season in a somewhat anticlimactic
fashion, losing to Laredo, Texas 5-0 in the
NJCAA South Region semifinals at Tyler,
Texas. 

“Mark Johnson was just phenomenal that
whole weekend,” said Gallant of Johnsonís
busy weekend.

“To play 80 minutes on Saturday, climb in a
car and go kick for football. Then come back on
Sunday and play nearly the whole game - they
had ordered him of the field for treatment (of an
injury) - is just unbelievable.”

With his playing career complete, Johnson is
ready for the next step in his life. He has enlist-
ed in the United States Air Force and will join
the service once he graduates in December with
his associates’ degree.

“It’s been fun, but now it’s time to move on,”
Johnson said.

After just turning 20, Johnson - newly-mar-
ried to Moger - will step into a bright future.
He said he plans to complete college at some
point in his life, but for now he has other obli-
gations toward his family. 

“He’s a great kid, a hard worker, someone
who takes pride in everything he does,” said
Egger. “We’ve been really lucky to have him,
and we’re going to miss him.”

Johnson

Wildcat Football 2017: A Look Back
Pearl River 2017  
Football Results
Aug. 31 Northeast (H)  W, 27-21
Sept. 7 Northwest (H)  L, 21-34
Sept. 14 East Central (A) W, 59-40
Sept. 21 Hinds* (H)  L, 16-42
Sept. 28 Itawamba (A)  L, 36-38
Oct. 7 Southwest* (A)  W, 30-17
Oct. 14 Jones County* (H) L, 31-52
Oct. 21 Gulf Coast* (HC) W, 31-27
Oct. 28 Copiah-Lincoln* (A) W, 40-21
 * -- denotes South Division game

PRCC 2018       
Football Schedule
(Game dates & times to be determined 
at a later date. Week 1 will be weekend 
of Aug. 30-Sept. 1)
Week 1 Itawamba (H)  
Week 2 East Mississippi (H)
Week 3 Copiah-Lincoln* (A)
Week 4 East Central* (H)
Week 5 Hinds* (A) 
Week 6 Jones County* (H)
Week 7 Southwest* (A)
Week 8 Gulf Coast* (H) 
Week 9 Mississippi Delta (A)
 * -- denotes South Division game

All-MACJC First Team

Photos by Juco Weekly

PRCC First Team All-MACJC selections were freshman quarterback Markevion Quinn of Ruleville and redshirt fresh-
man offensive lineman Gerald Bell of Bessemer, Ala.

Markevion Quinn: 
What a year!
Quinn took over as starting 
quarterback for the third game of 
the season, at East Central, and 
quickly made a name for himself:

PASSING
Comp Att Yards TD INT
77 161 943 6 7
RUSHING
Rush Yards Avg. TD Long
119 879 7.4 17 76

NOTE:
* Quinn had 226 yards and 3 TDs 
rushing against East Central, the 2nd 
best single-game rushing total in school 
history, then had 206 yards vs. Jones 
County, 6th best all-time.
* Quinn’s total of 17 rushing touch-
downs, ranks third in the nation in 
NJCAA.

All-MACJC Second Team

PRCC All-MACJC Second-Team selections were, from left, sophomore defensive back Daylon Burks of Lum-
berton, sophomore linebacker Chase Crosby of Gulfport (Harrison Central), redshirt freshman defensive end 
Korbin Harmon of Oxford, sophomore wide receiver Malcolm Staten of Bay St. Louis (Hancock) and sopho-
more defensive back J’Quille Washington of Hattiesburg (Forrest County AHS).

Odds & Ends from 2017 
PRCC Football Season
* Wildcats scored 291 points (32.3 pooints per 
game) and allowed 292 (32.4 points per game).

11th-best in school history.
* Wildcats rushed for 2,364 yards, 8th-best all-time 
and the most since 1995.
* Pearl River amassed 602 yards against East 
Central, 8th-highest in team history.
* Redshirt sophomore Malcolm Staten was PRCC’s 
leading receiver with 33 receptions for 457 yards 
and 4 touchdowns.
* Freshman Ron Thompson led the Wildcats in 
all-purpose yardage with 1,028.
* Sophomore Chase Crosby had 75 total tackles 
to lead the Pearl River defense, including 48 solos 
and 8 for losses of 26 yards.
* Redshirt sophomore Korbin Harmon scored 
two defensive touchdowns on fumble recoveries, 
against Southwest and against Co-Lin.

Look back in time
Question: Why do community colleges only play nine regular-season football games instead
of 10, like they use to do? 
Answer: The change came in 1992 when two-year colleges were told they had to reduce the
football season by one week , from 12 weeks to 11, due to financial concerns.
Colleges had the option of switching to a nine-game schedule and two weeks for the play-
offs or play a 10-game schedule with only two teams advancing to a title game.
They tried it for one year where only the North and South Division champions made it to
the state championship game, but that plan drew negative reviews from nearly all the coach-
es on the JuCo circuit.
So they went with the second option, nine regular-season games, four teams make the play-
offs, and itís been that way ever since.  

PERKINSTON - With cameras aimed at his East
Mississippi Lions, coach Buddy Stephens, a PRCC
alumnus, initially held up his index finger before
pausing.

“Four! Four fingers,” Stephens barked at his play-
ers.

The celebration came minutes after No. 1 East
Mississippi secured a 31-28 victory over No. 2
Arizona Western in Mississippi Bowl X on Sunday.
The victory tied EMCC (2011, ’13, ’14) with host
Gulf Coast (1948, ’71, ’84, ’07) for four national
championships, tops among MACJC members; al-
though MGCCC’s first was recognized by the

Williamson Football Rating Bureau, not the current
NJCAA governing body. Only Butler (Kansas) and
Northeastern Oklahoma A&M have more NJCAA
national titles with six.

East Mississippi (11-1) started off hot when former
LSU quarterback Lindsey Scott Jr. connected with
Dontario Drummond for a 13-yard touchdown. Ty
Williams picked off Arizona Western QB Bryce
Perkins on the very next possession and returned it 49
yards for a touchdown to put the Lions ahead 14-0.

“Boy, you could tell that did something to them a
little bit. I think that deflated them a little bit,”
Stephens said. “They’re a hard nosed tough team, but

you could tell that play took a little bit out of them.”
The Matadors responded in the second quarter on a

3-yard touchdown connection from backup quarter-
back Jack Colletto to Dominick Anderson, but
EMCC struck fast in the second half to go back ahead
21-7 on an 8-yard score by Tyrell Price.

The two teams traded shots into the fourth quarter
with AWC running back Greg Bell and Perkins scor-
ing on 7-yard runs, sandwiched around an 18-yard
touchdown pass from Scott to Kirk Merritt.

Clinging to a 28-21 lead, Vancleave’s Taylor
Crabtree easily converted a 34-yard field goal with
14:54 remaining that ended up being the difference. 

East 
Mississippi
wins NJCAA
national
championship
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