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Frank Ladner of Bay St. Louis has
been reappointed to another five-year
term, representing Hancock County,
on the PRCC Board of Trustees.

Ladner has served on the board
since 1992.

He is an alumnus of PRCC and he
and his wife, Beverly, sent all four of
their children to Pearl River.
Numerous grandchildren have also at-
tended PRCC.

Ladner helped establish the
Hancock County Alumni Chapter and

remains an active member. He was named Alumnus of the Year
in 2001 by the Alumni Association. 

Ladner reappointed
to board of trustees

Winter term starts Dec. 12;
spring classes begin Jan. 9

Restore Act scholarships
offered for spring semester

Allied health, nursing
ceremonies this month

Holiday closing schedule;
dorms close this Friday

Christmas Holidays will be observed Dec. 16, 2016 through Jan. 3, 2017. All offices
will close Dec. 15 at 4 p.m. and reopen Jan. 3 at 8 a.m. All staff members will return
to work Jan. 3 and faculty members will return to work Jan. 4.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays

Ladner

Registration is on-going for the winter term the week of Dec.
12.

Classes in Poplarville are preschool and primary child devel-
opment and world literature I. Courses at the Forrest County
Center are English composition I, world literature I, Spanish I,
music appreciation and introduction to sociology. 

The classes meet from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with a 30-minute
lunch break, starting Monday, Dec. 12, through Friday, Dec. 16.
Final exams will be given on Saturday, Dec. 17.

Spring semester registration will be held Jan. 4 at the
Hancock Center, Jan. 5 at the Forrest County Center and Jan. 6
in Poplarville.

Classes begin Monday, Jan. 9. Spring semester online classes
begin Tuesday, Jan. 17.

Students from Pearl River and Hancock counties have until
Wednesday, Dec. 7, to apply for Restore Act Scholarships.

Applications, which were emailed to all students, must be
submitted to Development Foundation director Ernie Lovell at
the Alumni House on the Poplarville campus or emailed to
elovell@prcc.edu. 

Students must have a current GPA of 2.5 or higher to be con-
sidered.

Recipients of the scholarships will be notified during the
week of Dec. 12.

Three allied health programs will hold pinning ceremonies at
10 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 8, in the multipurpose room at the
Forrest County Center.

The ceremonies will recognize students who have completed
the dual enrollment practical nursing course, the surgical tech-
nology course and the respiratory care technology course.
n Top students in the associate degree nursing program will

be inducted into the Beta Mu chapter of Alpha Delta Nu honor
society at 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 9, in Malone Chapel.

The graduation and pinning ceremony for the fall 2016 ADN
class will be held at 7 p.m. Dec. 12 at the Brownstone Center.

Residence halls on the Poplarville campus will close at 4 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 9, for the Christmas break. 

Any student unable to leave campus for the holidays must
complete a Holiday Dorm Request form, available from the
Office of Residence Life or online under the student housing
link in Riverguide.

Dorms will reopen at 1 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 8.

Learning and overcoming adversity
Challenges many for Brendan Massey

By CHUCK ABADIE
Director of Public Relations

Brendan Massey had to face challenges
early in his life. The illnesses started as
early as the fifth grade.

Massey, 19, a sophomore Phi Theta
Kappa student at Pearl River Community
College’s Forrest County Center, has had
to face challenges that might sideline the
average student. In just his short time as a
PRCC student, he has been hospitalized
six times - once for a heart condition -
from one to four days at a time.

His path to adulthood has been littered
with diseases and sicknesses for which
doctors from Jackson to Texas to New
Orleans have been unable to provide an-
swers. Even though he missed going to
high school, he sees life as a blessing. 

It’s an outlook he has maintained with a
firmness of purpose, a dogged optimism
that’s come despite a laundry list of health
conditions. Autoimmune diseases, ab-

dominal migraines, eosinophilic
esophagitis and a skin allergy so rare that
he is only the 51st person in the world
with that diagnosis.

“A lot of times all this would take me to
a depressive state,” said Massey. “But I
had to work to overcome those feelings.”
Between taking as many as eight medica-
tions at one time and avoiding dietary
items that would set him off growing up,
he stayed true to course. 

Today, this theoretical mathematics major
is a 4.0 student at PRCC. He and his wife,
Melinda, a student at William Carey
University, have a two-month-old daughter,
Raleigh Laura. They live with his parents as
they both strive to reach their graduations.

Brendan is employed at the PRCC
Student Success Center. He serves as vice
president of Phi Theta Kappa, president of
Mu Alpha Theta, president of the PRCC
Chess Club, got recognized at Nerdnation,
PTK’s international convention last April,
where he spoke before some 4,000 fellow

students. He recently became PRCC’s
first student to be awarded another very
special scholarship.

He is one of only 10 students to receive
PTK’s 2016 Pearson Scholarship for
Higher Education, the society’s first re-
newable scholarship and mentorship pro-
gram supporting both associate and bach-
elor degree completion. 

An independent panel of judges select-
ed recipients from nearly 800 applicants,
based on “civic engagement and commit-
ment to their community through service,
who have demonstrated persistence and
leadership, and have displayed both aca-
demic rigor and excellence, selected re-
cipients.”

As a Pearson Scholar, Brendan will re-
ceive a $5,000 scholarship to the college
of his choice, a Pearson mentor and a
medallion during PTK’s 2017 convention.
He would like to attend Vanderbilt
University. 
n See MASSEY, page 3

Brendan Massey and his wife, Melinda, with daughter Raleigh Laura.

Pearl River Community
College will host the world pre-
miere of a new musical compo-
sition as part of its observance
of Black History Month.

PRCC commissioned Luigi
Zanelli to write the piece for
the program, said Dr. Kyle Hill,
director of bands and chairman
of the Department of Fine Arts
and Communication.

The PRCC Wind Ensemble,
under Hill’s direction, will pre-
miere the piece, Take My Hand.

The program will be held at
7 p.m. Feb. 13 at the Ethel
Holden Brownstone Center for
the Arts.

“We are doing it in dedica-
tion to Medgar Evers,” Hill
said. 

Evers was a civil rights ac-
tivist who was shot to death on
June 12, 1963, in front of his
Jackson home.

The piece, entitled Take My
Hand, is based on the hymn
tune Precious Lord.

“Mr. Zanelli decided on that
tune because it was one of his
favorite hymns and was sung at
his funeral,” Hill said.

Zanelli is retired from the
University of Southern
Mississippi and is married to
Dr. Pamela Jones, PRCC voice
instructor.

Black
History
event
planned

Five PRCC students will be heading to
Anaheim, Calif., next spring to compete in
Collegiate DECA’s International Career
Development Conference. 

They earned the right with a first place
award and two third places in state competition
in Natchez last month.

Forrest County Center student Annie Leon
of Hattiesburg placed first in the sales manage-
ment meeting category.

Bringing home third places were Josiah
Hickman and Tina Stein, both of Picayune, in
business ethics and Kaitlyn Stampley and
Julian Dotson, both of Poplarville, in sports
entertainment marketing.

They competed against students from four-
year universities as well as two-year communi-
ty colleges, said advisor Katie Ball.

“The university students have some advan-
tages since they are juniors and seniors and
have competed in DECA events before,” she
said. 

“What makes our win so special is that we
had a group of first-year DECA members and
they placed so high.”

The international conference, set for April
25-29, will include students from the United
States, Canada and Mexico. 

DECA students will begin fundraising early
in the spring semester.

Annie Leon of Hattiesburg, center, shows off her first place Collegiate DECA state award.
With her are third-place winners, from left, Josiah Hickman and Tina Stein, both of
Picayune; Kaitlyn Stampley and Julian Dotson, both of Poplarville. 

DECA students score
high in state competition

Operation Christmas Joy

Members of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes at Pearl River Community College made
new friends and spread holiday cheer Dec. 1, when they hosted Operation Christmas
Joy. Above left, seven-year-old Chloe Cheramie, a student at Pearl River Central Lower
Elementary, dances with PRCC student Kaitlyn Brown of Richton. Above right, PRCC
baseball player Luke Bradley of Bay St. Louis talks with an Operation Christmas Joy
guest, 10-year-old Chris Smith who attends Poplarville Upper Elementary School. See
more coverage, page 6.

Inside
n Find out the newest mem-

bers of the Iota Mu chapter of
Phi Theta Kappa, page 3.
n Find out why students in

the Dental Hygiene program at
the Forrest County Center are
all smiles, page 4.
n Find out who the latest

graduates of the Leadership
Class are in 2016, page 10.
n Find out what students re-

ceived Round Up for Education
Scholarships, page 11.
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Pearl River Community College offers equal

education and employment opportunities. The

College does not discriminate on the basis of race,

religion, color, sex, age, national origin, veteran

status, or disability. For inquiries regarding the

non-discrimination policies or to request accom-

modations, special assistance, or alternate format

publication, please contact Tonia Moody, Director

of Admissions and Records, ADA/Civil Rights,

and Title IX Coordinator, at P.O. Box 5537,

Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601-403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to award asso-
ciate degrees. Contact the Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
Georgia 30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500, or
at http://www.sacscoc.org for questions about the
accreditation of Pearl River Community College.
The Commission is only to be contacted to learn
about the accreditation status of the College, to
file a third-party comment at the time of the
College’s decennial review, or to file a complaint
against the College with evidence that appears to
support non-compliance with a standard or re-
quirement. All normal inquiries about the institu-
tion, such as admission requirements, financial
aid, educational programs, etc., should be ad-
dressed directly to Pearl River Community
College and not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

By JOSHUA FERGUSON
The Drawl Staff Writer

Our nation has just concluded one of the most
contentious presidential elections in recent his-
tory. 

The American people were given the choice
between two highly unpalatable op-
tions: Trump, an idiotic demagogue
who’s rhetoric was overtly xeno-
phobic, or Hillary, a Machiavellian
ward-heeler whose only selling
point was her opponent.

For most of us, there was no can-
didate that truly represented our in-
terest, and we had to choose be-
tween the lesser of two despots. The
only good thing about this election
is that it is over. 

We stand as a nation divided,
brother against brother and mother
against daughter. Friendships and marriages
have become battlegrounds with casualties on
both sides. Due to the actions of a few people on
both sides of the aisle, we are beginning to de-
monize the nefarious other.

It’s no longer a debate. It’s us vs. them, with
the future of our very way of life at stake. If we
are to mend the gap so that we can move for-
ward to fight the real enemy, the real problems
our country is facing, we need to police our-
selves. 

This is not to the upper echelons of either
party, this is to the everyday paladins that cham-
pion these ideals: If you consider yourself a
Democrat or a Republican, this message is to
you. 

To both sides, learn how to debate. Google
common logical fallacies and how to defeat
them. You’re not winning any hearts and minds
by alienating your opponent. This also helps
you recognize when career politicians are em-
ploying manipulative rhetoric.

Democrats, stop typecasting Republicans as
antiquated gun-loving fearmongers.

Republicans, stop typecasting Democrats as
thin-skinned entitled keyboard warriors.

Caricaturing your opponent only serves to in-
sulate yourself in your beliefs causing you to
stagnate. This serves neither you nor them, and
by proxy this does not serve our nation. 

Democrats, make an effort to win your oppo-
nents’ hearts and challenge their minds, the al-
ternative does not work. Being an advocate for
social justice is great right up until the point that
you promote the very thing you’re fighting
against. 

Do not fight monsters by becoming monsters.
If someone is being racist, misogynistic, or
xenophobic prove to them they are wrong -
don’t shame them. Don’t tell the world that they
are idiots; prove it. 

People have an inalienable right to be treated
as an equal and to be met on their own terms,
the very force of reason itself is on your side. By

letting your rhetoric be driven by
anger rather than reason, you are en-
trenching their behavior rather than
challenging it. You are encouraging
the thing you are fighting against.

One of the many things that made
individuals like MLK so powerful is
the fact that even though the injus-
tice he was facing was greater than
anything you or I will ever experi-
ence, he never once gave into anger.
His reason was his weapon. He ar-

gued his point until it took root, and
society was forever changed because of it. 

According to the Southern Poverty Law
Center there have been more than 700 cases of
hateful harrassment or intimidation since the
election. 

Twitter has become a cesspool of racism often
accompanied by the hashtag #MAGA. 

This needs to stop, not only because it’s fla-
grantly immoral, but because the future of the
Republican party depends on it. 

Republicans of every stripe need to make a
stand against racism, sexism, and homophobia.
Much in the same way that Islamic leaders have
been denouncing terrorism and those who use
hate under the guise of faith as heretics, you
need to be the voice of those who face oppres-
sion due to the inflammatory rhetoric that has
taken the guise of the republican paradigm. 

Make it clear to those who spout hate, that
they are not of your party, that they don’t speak
for you. Otherwise when people think of the
Republican party, they will automatically think
of them. 

Yes, not you who was frustrated with a sys-
tem that doesn’t respond to your voice. Not you
who found Hillary to be the greater of two evils.
Not you who wanted to protect the potential
lives of those yet to be born. Not you who was
more concerned about our economic infrastruc-
ture than you were by Trump’s inability to filter
his thoughts. 

People will see these bigots, these actually de-
plorable people, and think “this is the real face
of conservatism.”
n Joshua Ferguson is a freshman student

from Perkinston. 

Presidential election
left our nation divided

Ferguson

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

2016 is at an end. We are once again at the
time of year for family get-togethers, holiday
parties, crowded shopping malls and final
exams. 

Christmas lights and poinsettias can be
seen all around. Children are counting down
the days waiting for Santa. It’s a wonderful
time of year. 

But trying to get too much done in a short
period of time can allow stress to play havoc
on our health. There are some simple things
that you can do to protect yourself and your
family during this time of year from the wear
and tear of the season. 
n Wash your hands frequently. This is the

simplest, cheapest, and most effective pre-
ventive measure you can do to protect your
health. Door handles, shopping cart handles,
remote controls, cell phones and the impulse-
buying section at the check-out lines are great
places to pick up somebody else’s germs.

Remember to wash hands for at least 15-20
seconds. If you’re not around soap and water,
use a hand sanitizer.
n Get plenty of sleep and maintain a regu-

lar sleep routine. 
Even missing an hour or two of sleep each

night can wear down your immune system
and increase stress levels making you more
susceptible to infections such as colds and
flu. 

Stay away from all-night study sessions
and “Energy” drinks that are loaded with caf-
feine.
n Maintain a healthy diet. Monitor your

food intake and eat healthy foods as often as
possible. Splurging is common but using
common sense can prevent the 5-
to 10-pound weight gain so many
experience during this time of year
and the need to be sure you have a
bottle of Pepto on hand. 

Drink a large glass of water be-
fore meals, eat a piece of fruit be-
fore that holiday party and take
small servings. Eat plenty of im-
mune strengthening foods such as
onions, sweet potatoes, carrots, ap-
ples, nuts, honey, and blueberries.  
n Take a walk or dance to a fa-

vorite song. Bogalusa, La. has the
annual Festival in the Park where you can
walk or ride around the park and observe all
the Christmas lights. 

Park in the farthest parking space and walk
to the cafeteria or to your classes instead of
riding around to find the closest parking spot.
Exercise helps to relieve stress and keep
those extra pounds at bay. 

Volunteer as a bell-ringer for the Salvation
Army or at a local animal shelter. Just get
moving. 
n Don’t forget your mental health.

Holidays are often times of increased depres-
sion and sadness for many people. We often

stress ourselves trying to find the perfect
present for someone or recreating the magic
of Christmas from when we were children. 

Don’t put so much pressure on yourself.
Give yourself a Christmas gift by setting
aside as little as 15-20 minutes of time for

yourself every day. 
Go to a church service, sing

Christmas carols, visit friends, or
read a good book. Find something
to do that you enjoy and reduces
your personal stress. Do something
nice for someone who doesn’t
have family, is alone, or is strug-
gling with a medical, mental, or
personal issue. 

Everyone needs support and
wants to feel loved. 
n And don’t forget the real rea-

son for the season. It’s not about
presents and parties or pretty wrappings and
bows. It’s about the birth of our savior Jesus
Christ so many years ago and the season of
peace on earth, goodwill toward men. 

Merry Christmas to all and to all a healthy
season.
n Call Health Services Clinic at 403-

1303 for any questions you may have re-
garding the flu or any other health con-
cern. Office hours are Monday through
Friday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. during the fall and
spring semesters. The Health Services
Clinic is free to all current PRCC students,
faculty and staff. 

Hall

Don’t let holiday stress affect you

By RAECHEL ZIMMERMAN
The Drawl Staff Writer

For our Forrest County Center Veteran’s Day
Observance on Nov. 10, I was asked to write a
commemorative poem. 

I accepted the challenge. I wrote it for my
many friends and family members who have
and are still serving. 

The poem follows:
Thirteen stripes,
Seven red, six white.
Fifty stars in a field of blue -
Now tell me, what does that

mean to you?
It might mean freedom,
It might mean war.
It might represent the women

and men on tours.
The Christmases and birthdays

missed,
the long-distance good night

kiss.
The shell shock, the fiery skies,
All the while, our flag still flies.
The star-spangled banner, a beacon of

hope

Even if, at the end of your rope,
If victory does not seem near,
Old Glory can still be held dear.
And for those who never made it back,
whose lives were stopped right in their

tracks,
that flag was folded up just right,
like the light of the day vanishes into

darkness of night.
We wave it proud, we fly it true,
and we get to because of heroes

like you.
The stars and stripes, the red

blue and white,
are protected by those who

fight,
and fought, and won for us - the

reason we’re here today.
So veterans, we thank you; in

our hearts you’ll always stay.
The assignment was a great honor

for me. How important it is that our
armed forces know how greatly they are appre-
ciated, and I only hope my words can do my
gratitude some justice.
n Raechel Zimmerman is a sophomore

student from Purvis.

Zimmerman

A poem dedicated
to those who serve

Campus
scenes
Yeardisk photogra-
pher Rhana Gooden
of Gulfport went out
one day and captured
some photographs of
PRCC students en-
joying themselves in
between classes in
Poplarville. 

By IVERY BODDIE
The Drawl Staff Writer

The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines
“family” as a group of individuals living under
one roof. 

However, family is not limited to
this one of many definitions. There
are different types of family with
various and unique structures. 

A person is born into a family,
chooses friends, and acquires ac-
quaintances. The people that one
meets sometimes change oneís life
for the better. 

Providing inspiration when hope
is lost, support when the burden be-
comes too heavy to carry alone, and
through acts of compassion, they
explain the meaning of life. 

Richard Bach said, “The bond that links
your true family is not one of blood, but of re-
spect and joy in each other’s life.”

On the journey of a thousand miles, it is im-
possible to make it alone. Everyone is depend-
ent on the generosity of another person. 

This season is great for reflecting on the
hope that is kept warm within the soul, and the
inspiration of a never fleeting dream because a

person cared. 
These people can be relatives,

teachers, employers, employees,
public servants, mentors, and every-
day people who take the time to care
and make selfless sacrifices for an-
other person’s well-being.

We persevere with the support of
family, friends and friends that be-
come family. This season is about
being thankful, giving from the
heart and spreading joy. Love,
dream, inspire.

Season’s greeting and happy holi-
days!
n Ivery Boddie is a sophomore student

from Sandy Hook.

Boddie

Remember your family
during these holidays

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays
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Careers in Health Care Symposium
January 18   9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Hattiesburg Campus
February 1 & 2   9 to 11 a.m. Tradition Campus

Come learn more about career opportunities in the medical field.
For more information: (601) 318-6534 | bpitts@wmcarey.edu

WCU offers several medical-related 
degrees including:

• Nursing - BS (pre-licensure) and MS
• RN-BSN and RN-MSN
• Health Administration and Education 
• Health Information Management
• Music Therapy
• Master of Biological Sciences
• Master of Biomedical Sciences
• Nursing Education and Administration (PhD)
• Doctor of Physical Therapy
• Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine
• Doctor of Pharmacy (proposed, 2018)

n FROM page 1
“Brendan’s strong work

ethic is only eclipsed by his
enthusiasm for learning,”
said Dr. Terri Ruckel, one of
Brendan’s mentors at PRCC.
“His natural curiosity and in-
terest in research beyond
what is required commands
the attention of all of his in-
structors and our administra-
tors as well. His study habits
are self-motivated and stem
from an intrinsic desire for
knowledge. He
will end his com-
munity college
studies with much
more than 21 hon-
ors credits.”

One might say
his journey has
been one of rugged
determination. 

He went to
school though the
fifth grade when
the illnesses began.
First was a celiac
disease, then migraines in
the sixth grade, a nerve dis-
order in the eighth grade,
then the skin allergy in the
ninth grade that forced him
to stay indoors for a time.

“Eventually, I simply got
tired of being sick, so I went
out and got a job - or two,”
he said with a smile. For a
period of time, he worked 40
hours at O’Charley’s and 40

hours at McDonald’s, at the
same time. All this while he
was working to get his GED
from PRCC. He aced the
GED tests and began taking
academic classes.

His mom convinced him
to concentrate more on aca-
demics and less on work. So
he quit the McDonald’s job,
went part time at
O’Charley’s and got in-
volved in campus activities.

“I first met Brendan when
he was led into my office by

an Honors stu-
dent who thought
Brendan would
benefit from an
introduction,”
said Dr. Ruckel.
“He needed a
mentor, because
for most of his
life, he was too
sick to attend
public school and
as a new college

student, he was
lost - very bright but lost and
socially unprepared. 

“Within a short space of
time, I perceived Brendan to
be an academic prodigy.
Spend five minutes talking
with him, and you will know
just how incredibly bright he
is. During that initial visit, I
learned that for six years,
Brendan had educated him-
self at home while playing

video games ... For other en-
tertainment venues, Brendan
turned to college math class-
es on the Internet. 

He is a testament to their
effectiveness, because with
no other math studies back-
ground, Brendan has now
completed Honors Calculus
1-4, earning all A’s along the
way.”

As he works his way to-
wards a May 2017 gradua-
tion, Massey reflected on all
of those who have helped
him along the way.

“I have had a wonderful
experience here, great teach-
ers who have helped me,” he
said. 

“Both Dr. Ruckels (Terri
and Ryan), Dr. (Doug)
Donahue, Sharon Clark, Dr.
(Jennifer) Mraz, Lisa
Palchak - they all served as
mentors for me. They all
made me realize how much I
can do.”

All of this outpouring of
support has given Brendan a
new outlook. He is off the
medicines and watches his
diet closely, while starting a
family. 

“When I look back on all
of it, I was very fortunate to
come here,” said Brendan.

“I have had nothing but
non-stop support from this
college. It has been a won-
derful experience.”   

Massey

MASSEY

The Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa induct-
ed new members Oct. 31 in a ceremony at
Malone Chapel on the Poplarville campus of
Pearl River Community College. They are, first
row from left, Gregory Green of Foxworth,
Hunter Clark of Poplarville, Kyle Estess of
Laurel, Drew Smith of Poplarville, Amanda King
of Franklinton, La., Lan Pope of Carriere,
Denise Wilkienson of Pearlington; second row,
Mark Yesso of Pearlington, Amanda Cain of
Purvis, Gage Kennedy and Travis Stennett,
both of Kiln; Jonathan Sims of Bassfield,
Courtney Sones of Carriere, James Sumrall of
Purvis; third row, Meshellie Boddie of Sandy
Hook, Susan Morris and Kristie Belton, both of
Lumberton; Jeffrey Marshall of Purvis, Lyman
Tate of Gulfport, David Salser of Carriere and
Lonnie Slocum of Foxworth. Not pictured is
JíQuille Washington of Hattiesburg. Phi Theta
Kappa is the scholastic honorary for students at
two-year colleges. Advisors of the Iota Mu
chapter are Jonathan Morris, Robin Nix, Trevor
Hunt and Lisa Palchak. 

Iota Mu chapter
PTK induction 

By Dr. TERRI RUCKEL
Special for The Drawl

Honors programs are the trend in universities
and community colleges, but certainly not all
programs are created equal.

Dr. Terri Ruckel, coordinator of the Honors
Institute group at the Forrest County Center,
emphasizes that “according to the experts, one
of the primary ways to measure a good honors
program is to quantify that the education is fo-
cused on in-class and extracurricular activities
that are broader and deeper than other learning
experiences at institutions of higher learning.”

Certainly, that has been the goal of Pearl
River Community College’s Honors Institute
from the start. 

“We have been focused on including a dis-
tinctive learning-directed environment tailored
to fit Pearl River’s culture and mission, and
we’ve done this within a close community of
students and faculty,” Ruckel says.

PRCC honors students are glad to provide
testimony of the program’s success.

Sophomore honors student, Raechel
Zimmerman of Oak Grove, said that “being in
this program has opened more doors for me
than I ever thought possible. 

From the honors lecture series, to the won-
derful advisors, to the mind-broadening classes,
the Honors Institute is one of PRCC’s crown
jewels.” 

Kacey Toney of  Hattiesburg said that her ex-
perience has been “informative, entertaining,
and wonderful overall.” 

The fall semester 2016 has been filled with
diverse learning opportunities including but not

limited to the faculty lecture series led off this
September by Chad Daniels, Director of the
Mississippi Armed Forces Museum at Camp
Shelby, and in November by Judy Wiggins,
Copiah-Lincoln Community College, Natchez
(Retired), who presented “The Life of Judith
Sargent Murray” in a chautauquan style.

Students were further challenged and stimu-
lated during weekly forum lectures by Dr.
Aaryn Purvis, Dr. Benny Hornsby, Dr. Ryan
Ruckel, and by Hattiesburg attorney, Cory
Ferraez. 

As the semester has drawn to a close, stu-
dents from our honors science courses taught
by Dr. Jennifer Mraz, Amanda Blair, and Chris
Christen offered a special Honors Science
Forum which was open to the campus.

Mary Ann Stewart’s Honors Public Speaking
class provided a special open house as they pre-
sented their end of semester work.

Some of these projects, whether STEM
poster presentations or oral presentations born
out of honors public speaking will be presented
at next spring’s MISSISSIPPI HONORS CON-
FERENCE, being hosted by PRCC’s Honors
Institute on Feb. 10-11.

On this weekend, honors students from the
state’s four-year and two-year community col-
leges and universites will gather in Hattiesburg
and Poplarville to present their original aca-
demic projects. 

FCC honors student Alison McIntyre of
Dixie said, “Honors has given me the chance to
grow not only in my leadership skills . . . it has
given me the space to create friends with the
same interests as myself - friends all committed
to academic excellence.”

Honors programs take aim
on conference in February



F O R R E S T   C O U N T Y   C E N T E R
The DRAWLDecember 2016 • Page 4 

Mu Alpha Theta, a mathematics honor society at Pearl River Community College that pro-
vides students with opportunities to further their mathematics careers, held its induction
ceremony Nov. 7 at the Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg. Inductees included, front
row from left, Alison McIntyre of Dixie, Brendan Massey of Hattiesburg and Cody
Sassman of St. Louis, Mo.; back row, chapter secretary Cole Yates and sponsors Sharon
Clark, Jenny Brown and Beth Strahan. PRCC Public Relations photo

Mu Alpha Theta induction

Pearl River Community College students in the Dental Hygiene Technology program at
the Forrest County Center recently participated in an event called “Dentistry from the
Heart” in Slidell, La. The students included from left: Urvi Patel of Hazlehurst, Caitlin
Herrin of Carriere, Colleen Kirby of Waveland, Nicole Jackson of Liberty, Alyssa Holifield
of Carriere, Kaylie Sellier of Kiln and Misty Doherty of Gulfport. Dentistry from the Heart,
based in New Port Richey, Fla., is a worldwide nonprofit organization dedicated to provid-
ing free dental care to those in need. For information, visit www.dentistryfromtheheart.org.

Program students at work

Above, Jmmy Fields, talent acquisition representative with
Ingalls Shipbuilding in Pascagoula, passes out contact in-
formation to PRCC students Gen’Charla Elchos and Carrie
Buchanan, both of Columbia. Below, Students Nyra
Morgan of Bayou of Louisiana and Tammy McLeod of
Hattiesburg look over materials at the Howard Industries,
Inc. table, provided by corporate recruiter Rachel Johnson. 

Above, Racquel Scott, recruiter for the Jones Companies,
visits with PRCC students Robert Bounds of Hattiesburg
and Joel Myers of Petal. Below, nineteen business and in-
dustry vendors met with some 200 students Nov. 15 during
the Career Fair at the Forrest County Center. 

Above, students Wyatt Green and Tajea  Walmon,  both of
Hattiesburg, discuss job opportunities with Lt. E. Allen
Murray, community relations specialist with the Hattiesburg
Police Department. Below, JoEllen Robinson (right), human
resources manager for Western Container, discusses job
opportunities with student Jay Van Orsdol of Hattiesburg.

Students visit with business and industry vendors

The PRCC physical therapy assistant sophomore students were asked to create and imple-
ment a community developmental Playshop at the Petal Center for Children and Families
on Nov. 15 as part of their pediatric course requirements. The students created activities to
facilitate gross motor, fine motor, sensory, and language development. They worked with 40
children ages birth to 5 in a unique setting that utilizes therapeutic play-based activities in
order to help children with special needs improve developmental skills. The PTA students
also prepared a snack, taught songs, and read the book Bear Says Thanks, which was the
theme around which all of their activities were based. Students included, from left: Front -
Hunter Phillips of Hattiesburg; Second Row - Cory Johnson of Hattiesburg, Courtney Wilson
of Inverness, Shannon Taylor of Purvis, Jessica Nobles of Gulfport, Alex Domino of
Indianola, Tracie Thornton (PTA Instructor), and Shelby Sterling of Liberty. Third Row -
Mercedes Brown of Prentiss, Jana Morgan of Osyka, Macy Barksdale of Columbus,
Carrvenna Maddox of Hattiesburg, Linzy Kline of Picayune, and Kristen Byrd of Summit.
Back Row - Francis Johnson of Moss Point, Mark Monton of Hattiesburg, Berkley Warnick
of Aberdeen, Erin Little of Petal, and Scott Cavanaugh of Saucier.

By ROSALYNN VAUGHN
Advisor-Recruiter at FCC

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year!”
Ladies and gentleman, we have reached the

half way mark. Pretty soon, we will wave
goodbye to 2016 and welcome in a new year.  

Right now, we are still registering for the
winter mini session. The session will begin
Monday, Dec. 12, and will end Friday, Dec. 16.

If you are interested in registering for a class,
please contact The Office of Student Services
for an appointment.

Currently, the Office of Recruitment and
Advisement is looking for a River Navigator to
be an ambassador for the Forrest County
Center. 

River Navigators serve as the face of PRCC,
and they represent the college by attending
local high school, college career fairs.

This is a wonderful scholarship opportunity
for a Wild Cat Scholar. If you are interested in
becoming a River Navigator, visit the Office of
Recruitment and Advisement for more infor-
mation.

Even though we are winding down, there are

still campus activities planned to keep students
involved. 

The Wild Cat Den Bookstore will have
Christmas Open House. Come and preview
our new winter & spring apparel.
Refreshments will be served. 

On Thursday, Dec. 8, Respiratory Therapy,
Surgical Technology, and Dual Enrollment
Practical Nursing students will have a pinning
Ceremony in the multipurpose room, located
in Building 5. The ceremony will begin at 10
a.m.

Medical Lab Technology students are ac-
cepting donations for Christmas Children
boxes. All donations are being collected in a
drop box located downstairs in The Allied
Health Building. The deadline is Dec. 9. 

Our Christmas break is Dec. 15-Jan. 7. The
spring semester will begin Monday Jan. 9,
2017. Jan. 13 will be that last day to add or
drop classes. 

As you complete your Christmas shopping,
we encourage you to think about the families
that are in need. Remember, it is good to be
blessed, but it is better to be a blessing. Have a
safe and happy holiday!

Fall semester winds down;
mini sessions coming up

Camille Soulier has been honored by the
Dubard School for Language Disorders at the
University of Southern Mississippi.

Soulier, HPR instructor at PRCC, received
the DuBard School Community
Friend of the Year Award. 

She was honored for teaching
basic tennis skills to DuBard School
students each summer for the past
13 years.

Soulier was PRCC’s tennis coach
when the college had a team and
currently teaches on both the
Poplarville and Forrest County
Center campuses.

She lives in Hattiesburg.
Pine Belt Works
Pearl River Community College

will be the host site for an 80-hour intensive
training course for those interested in manu-
facturing careers.

The Pine Belt Works Basic Manufacturing
Certificate Program will start on Thursday,
Jan. 19, at PRCC’s Lowery A. Woodall
Advanced Technology Center in Hattiesburg.

The five-week program meets
from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Tuesdays
and Thursdays and from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Saturdays. Cost is $60.
Students will complete hands-on
learning activities and become fa-
miliar with basic manufacting
processes and workplace rules.

For details and to register, call
601 554-4646 or 601 584-1202.

Dates to remember
Wednesday, Jan. 18 - Forrest

County Center BSU resumes week-
ly Lunch Encounter, 12 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 7 - Honors Lecture by
Amanda Blair, 12:15 p.m., FCC multipurpose
room.

Dubard School honors Soulier;
Pine Belt Works program set

Soulier

Pearl River Community
College’s dental hygiene pro-
gram is ranked among the
country’s best by the website
Community for Accredited
Online Schools.

PRCC’s program is ranked
34th out of the 50 two-year
colleges in the survey.

The PRCC program is a
two-year, traditional class-
room program with a heavy
emphasis on clinical work
under the direction of Dr.
Shana Allen. 

Dental Hygiene is taught at
the Forrest County Center in
Hattiesburg.

Dental Hygiene ranks high
The only other two-year

Mississippi college ranked by
the website is Meridian
Community College at num-
ber 50.

For information about the
PRCC dental hygiene pro-
gram or to make an appoint-
ment at the clinic, telephone
601 554-5509.
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Honors students present research projects

General biology and chemistry honors students at the
Forrest County Center recently presented posters on re-
search projects they have completed this semester.
Pictured are just a few of the projects displayed. They in-
cluded (with titles): Upper left - Joseph Austin of Oak
Grove (What Disrupts Magnetic Fields), lower left -
Lorenzo Catlett of Hattiesburg (Effect of Incline on Running
Time); above - Michael Evans of Hattiesburg (Resistance
of Sports Drinks); upper right - David Walker II of
Hattiesburg (Thermal Conductivity of Metals); lower right -
Cole Yates of Petal (Electrolysis of Water). Science instr-
tuctor Dr. Jennifer Mraz said faculty and students offered
students feedback to help make their projects better for
potentially presenting at an Honors Symposium in
February. 
PRCC Public Relations photos

FCC student wins local election 

By Dr. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to The Drawl

I was thinking the other day that I’ve spent
at least twelve Christmases at sea, or on a ship
in port so far away that even Santa Claus
couldn’t find it. It’s probably more than
twelve, but I rounded it off.

Some of my Christmas days ashore, howev-
er, stand out even more vividly in my mind. I
remember one year in Vietnam that my best
friend and I spent the whole day talking about
what we were going to do when we got out of
the service.

He was a farm boy from Monticello, Miss.,
and his dream when he got discharged was to
buy a baby blue Cadillac convertible, put his
girlfriend in the front seat, a big teddy bear in
the back seat, and ride down the main street of
Monticello on Christmas day with the top
down.

I listened to this all day long, and I “got” the

parts about the Cadillac, the girl, and the main
street, but I was a little vague about the signif-
icance of the teddy bear.

I didn’t say anything, though, because it was
his dream and I had mine which was probably
just as crazy.  Unfortunately, he was killed that
summer. To this day, I avoid Monticello.

I have been back once. A year or so later, I
was a freshman in college at Clinton, and I was
carrying a carload of girls from Tylertown
home for the weekend.

It was a hot day, my car wasn’t air condi-
tioned, and we stopped in Monticello for a
popsicle. 

I didn’t explain why, but after we all got
back into the car, I took a detour and slowly
drove down the main street. 

As we moved along, I was thinking to my-
self: “Buddy, this ride is for you.”
n Dr. Benny Hornsby is an adjunct in-

structor of sociology and English at Pearl
River Community College.

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES

A trip down memory lane

          
Looking for a NEW start? Enroll in PRCC Adult Education!! 

Pearl River Community College offers Adult Education classes for anyone  
 17 years or older who is not enrolled in school and needs to earn a  

High School Equivalency Diploma.  
     For more information call: (601) 554-5551 Email: adulteducation@prcc.edu 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

January 2017 New Student Registration 
**Students must attend both days of Orientation and stay the entire 3 hours for class 

enrollment.  
  Dates:      Orientation Times:  
Hattiesburg:  Thursday, January 5th     9:00 am   

Friday, January 6th      9:00 am 
   Location: Forrest County Center on Highway 49 South 
   
 

 Poplarville:    Thursday, January 5th     9:00 am  1:00 pm  
Friday, January 6th      9:00 am 1:00 pm 
Location: Jeff Davis Hall, 2nd Floor, PRCC Poplarville Campus 

 

Hancock  
County:  Thursday, January 5th     9:00 am   

Friday, January 6th      9:00am 
Location: PRCC-Hancock County Center 

 

Columbia:  Thursday, January 5th     9:00 am   
 Friday, January 6th      9:00am 
Location: Marion County Vo-Tech Center, Highway 13 South 
 
 

Carson:  Tuesday, January 10th     3:00 pm 
  Location: Jeff Davis County Vo-Tech Center, Highway 42  

ADP members tour PRCC

Dr. Ed Pinero (right), Director of Career and Technical Education programs at PRCC, ad-
dresses members of the Area Development Partnership tour.  

Robbie Shaw (left), instructor of Precision Manufacturing and Machining Technology at
PRCC, talks job opportunities for program graduates with business and industry officials
from the greater Hattiesburg area. 

Vic Cerniglia (right), instructor of Electronics Technology at Pearl River Community
College, discusses his program.

The Area Development Partnership of
Hattiesburg sponsored a tour of Pearl River
Community College’s Career and Technical
Education programs on both the Poplarville
and Forrest County Center campuses recently
for business and industry officials from the
greater Hattiesburg area. 

Officials on the tour came from: Cooperative
Energy,  Mississippi Tank, Kohler Engines,
Mississippi Power, WIN Job Center, Dewís
Foundry, Resinall Corporation, PrideStaff,
Trent Lott National Center, Sofidel America
and the Mississippi Polymer Institute/ USM
Accelerator. 

For some, the idea of a
teenager being elected to pub-
lic office may seem a little
surprising.

Not so for 18-year-old Tyler
Wood, who was elected Nov.
4 as the new Forrest County
District 1 election commis-
sioner, with 2,659 votes to in-
cumbent Charlie Phillips’
2,360 votes.

“I had faith in the Forrest
County District 1 voters,”
Wood said. “I believed that
the voters were going to make
the right choice. So, yes, it is a
shock, but (at the same time),
it’s not. It feels great, and I’m
so blessed that the voters
chose to have me as their next
election commissioner.”

Wood, who lives in the
Westside precinct and attends
Pearl River Community
College in Hattiesburg, began
his political aspirations while
helping out at Forrest
County’s recent primaries.

“I knew that I could serve
the people better (than what
they had been),” Wood said.
“I just wanted to see fair elec-
tions happen again.”

To do that, Wood plans to
hit the ground running upon
being sworn in come January.

“As soon as I’m allowed
into office, I’m going to jump
right into it, learn all I can and
get better each and every
day,” he said. “I will be purg-
ing the books, and I will be
hiring and training my own
poll workers. I can guarantee
that not one single ballot box
will be submitted late.”

Wood certainly didn’t rest
on his laurels on his way to
unseating his opponent, who
was running for his sixth term
as election commissioner. In
the months before the elec-
tion, Wood campaigned heav-
ily throughout the district, at-
tending events and introduc-
ing himself to residents.

“(It was) meeting all the great
people, all the great voters,” he
said. “It was going to rallies,
going to neighborhood associa-
tions. The thing that really won
it for me was going door-to-
door.

“You need to be a public ser-
vant, and for you to be a public
servant, you need to go see all
the voters and let them know
your issues and what you can
do differently.”

New signage
on campus
Faculty, staff, students and
visitors to the Forrest
County Center in
Hattiesburg will notice new
signage in place this fall.
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Recipients of the Southern Mississippi Planning Development District Scholarships are,
seated from left, Meghan Paige Gibson of Purvis, Demi Goolsby of Sumrall, Jerneka
Laird of Mount Olive, Heaven Henderson of Hattiesburg, Devonta Alford of Columbia,
Shaniece Powe of Picayune; standing, Wyatt Smith of Purvis, donor representatives
Phillip Carlisle, Charles Marshall, John Thompson and Donald Hart, recipients Frederick
Lucas Willliams of Picayune and Michael Bass of Pass Christian.
PRCC Public Relations photos

The St. Michaels Foundation Scholarships were awarded to, seated from left, Jessica
Penton of Picayune, Alejandra Alcantara, Ranada James and Griesela Amado-
Somerville, all of Carriere; Latoya Arrington of Jayess, Yasmine Boddie of Foxworth;
standing, Caleb Dorn of Picayune, Marcus McCarthy of Carriere, donor representative Dr.
Bob Escudero, Caleb Lott of Poplarville, Austin Warner of Franklinton, La., Ivery Boddie
of Foxworth, Presley Seal of Bogalusa, La., donor representative John Houston. Lauren
Julian of Picayune is not pictured.

POPLARVILLE - More than 100 Pearl River
Community College students received scholar-
ships for the fall semester through the PRCC
Development Foundation.

Recipients and scholarship donors met each
other early in the semester at the annual
Scholarship Dinner hosted by the foundation. 

Scholarships and the recipients include:
Samuel Abbott Memorial Scholarship -

Olalekan Akinyokunbo of Columbia.
Dr. Ted J. Alexander Endowed Leadership

Scholarship - Julian Laken Aultman and James
Levi Sumrall, both of Hattiesburg, Michaela
Lapniewski of Bay St. Louis, Garyn Rebekah
Miller of Columbia, Dalton Spiers of
Poplarville and Kayla Stein of Picayune.

Anderson Paint and Carpet Scholarship -
Samantha Recatto of Lumberton

Asbury Foundation Scholarship - Clay
Garrett of Poplarville, Chris Penton of Carriere
and Noah Nicaud of Diamondhead.

Dr. And Mrs. John W. Askew Dental
Hygiene Scholarship - Devin Griffith of
Columbia.

Ball Family Scholarship - Joyce Lumpkin
of Carriere.

Raymunda Barnes Scholarship - T.J. Gines
Jr. of Moss Point.

Ronald T. Barr Memorial Scholarship -
Kimberly Gamble of Purvis.

Ella Mae Moody Batson Scholarship -
Curtis Peters of Columbia.

Bellsouth Scholarship - Kayla Theodore of
Hattiesburg.

Vernon Broom Memorial Scholarship -
Matthew Thigpen of Columbia.

Hollis and Elaine Byrd Mathematics
Scholarship - Ondrea Ladner of Poplarville.

Class of 1939-42 Scholarship - Hailey
Holland of Columbia.

John Clearman Baptist Student Union
Scholarship - Jared Johnson of Poplarville and
Leigh Anne Howe of Lumberton.

Coast Electric Power Association
Scholarship - Curtis Crosby of Pass Christian.

Harry Cole Memorial Machine
Technology Scholarship - Blayne Miller of
Carriere and Jonathan Geddes of Purvis.

Verlene Cole Scholarship - Kristen Martin
of Hattiesburg.

Verlene Cole/Forrest-Lamar County
Alumni Chapter Scholarship - Katie Sellers
of Brooklyn, Danielle Smith of Hattiesburg,
Jordan Grover and Robert Gmerek, both of
Purvis.

Sebe Dale Family Scholarship - Haylee
Pierce of Columbia.

Daniels/Castleberry Family Scholarship -
Sarah Spence of Carriere.

Coach Keith Daniels Memorial
Scholarship - Davis Salser of Carriere.

Edith Dantagnan Nursing Scholarship -
Ameilia Johnson of Bay St. Louis.

Hollie N. And William Davis Scholarship -
Brian Broom of Carson.

Delta Kappa Gamma Sigma Chapter
Scholarship - Ashton Barnes of Poplarville.

Dickey’s BBQ Pit Scholarship - Simon
Landry of Ponchatoula, La., and Bryson
Medious of Columbia.

Ellucian Technology Scholarship - James
Brandon Belk of Columbia.

Estep Academic Scholarship - Gabriel
Carballo of Picayune, Adam Smith of
Poplarville, Jonathan Kennedy, Ritchie Reed,
Ashley Graeter and Millicent Skipper, all of
Carriere.

Estep Dental Hygiene Scholarship - Caitlyn
Herrin of Carriere.

Dr. Wes and Mrs. Dora Mae Estey Eagle
Scout Scholarship - Alexander Masino of
Columbia.

Debra McMullen Fletcher Women’s
Basketball Player Scholarship - Alex
Cumbest of Hurley.

Mae Moody Galmiche Scholarship -
Joseph Michael Turner of Poplarville.

Arthur Moore and Jessie Mae Smith
Gandy Scholarship - Morgan Dragon of
Picayune.

Hancock County Alumni Chapter
Scholarship - Wes Zimmerman, Mark Johnson
and Kory Cuevas, all of Bay St. Louis; Brittney
Lafontaine and Alleigh Breckley, both of
Waveland; Ryder Ladner, Justin Ladner and
Andrew Burks, all of Kiln; Stanton Ladner of
Perkinston, Keishaun Pullom of Diamondhead,
Heather Shows of Picayune.

Hancock/Pearl River Voiture Scholarship -
Colby Anderson of Purvis.

John C. Hardin Scholarship - Zachary Seal
of Franklinton, La.

Lynn Cook Hartwig Scholarship - Alysha
Arrington of Sumrall.

Francis and Joyce Herrin Scholarship -
Stephen Foster of Sumrall.

Dr. And Mrs. Stanley Hill Dental Hygiene
Scholarship - Urvi Patel of Hazlehurst, Colleen
Quinlan Kirby of Waveland and Kimberly
Franklin of Purvis.

Coach Dobie Holden Memorial
Scholarship - Josh Neumann of Carriere.

Earlora Holden FCA Scholarship - Alex
Cumbest of Hurley.

Warren and Varginha Rawls Holden
Memorial Scholarship - Cammie Moree of
Sumrall.

Dr. Benny and June Hornsby
Vocational/Technical Scholarship - Jarod
Wild and Jaron Malbrough, both of Foxworth.

Jessica Victoria House Memorial
Scholarship - Baylea Williams of Ocean
Springs.

John Houston Family Scholarship -
Suzanna Lynn Guidry of Carriere.

Betty Lou Courtney Hudson Memorial
Scholarship - Hailey Riley of Oakdale.

L.A. Hurst Endowed Scholarship - Dalton
and Devin Hedgepeth of Picayune.

Jacobs Facility Operating Service
Scholarship - Hayden Freeman of Poplarville.

Eric “Poncho” James Wildcat Scholarship
- Wesley Fortenberry of Columbia and Holden
Beall of Wiggins.

Ken Langnecker Memorial Scholarship -
Truett Marshall of Carriere.

Berlon Lee Scholarship - Chantelle Lege of
Kiln.

Virginia Mauldin Lowe Memorial
Scholarship - Summer Mitchell of Purvis.

Dr. Thomas J. and Patricia Malone Family
Honors Scholarship - Jakwaize Walker of
Pascagoula.

Marion/Jeff Davis County Alumni
Chapter Scholarship - Illyana Cook, Alexis
Adams and William Boudreaux, all of
Columbia; Anthony Walker of Prentiss, Abby
Sumrall of Sandy Hook Lauren Elizabeth Lee
of Bassfield and Krista Lea Foxworth of
Foxworth.

Robert A McArthur Memorial
Scholarship - Miranda Bennett of Kiln.

Pearl River Community College Board of
Trustees Scholarship - Claire Jennings of
Hattiesburg.

Pearl River Community College
Foundation Honors Scholarship - Danielle
Smith of Hattiesburg, McKinsey Harris of
Poplarville, Allie Brooke Cooper of Carriere,
Tyler Harris of Brandon and Torian Jenee
Miller of Sumrall.

Pearl River Community College
Foundation Unrestricted Scholarship -
Brandon McBride of Poplarville.

Alma Stringer Polk Scholarship - Caitlyn
Thornhill of Foxworth.

Duane Raanes Family Scholarship -
William Tyler Dubose of Hattiesburg.

Jack and Nancy Regan Scholarship -
Dylan Fields of Hattiesburg and Kristi Guarino
of Perkinston.

Donald K. Robbins Memorial Scholarship
- Hanna Loftin of Sumrall.

Clark and Lucy Robertson Memorial
Scholarship - Candice Foxworth of Foxworth.

Margaret Fairley Rogers Memorial
Scholarship - Ryleigh Collins of Slidell, La.

Rotary Club of Hattiesburg/Milam Cotton
Vocational Scholarship - Tressa Polk of
Prentiss.

Norman Rouse Memorial Scholarship -
Hailey Shoemake of Poplarville.

Coach John Russell Memorial Scholarship
- D.J. Gillins of Jacksonville, Fla.

LaRue and Mary Jean Saulters
Scholarship - Jordan Reynolds of Petal.

Leo W. Seal Jr. Memorial Scholarship -
Devin Smith of Carriere, Hannah Ladner of

Kiln, Austin Watson and Ethan Smith, both of
Picayune.

David R. Smith Memorial Endowed
Scholarship - Kaylynn Lange of Carriere.

Dolores Thomas and Martin T. Smith
Scholarship - Callie Johnson of Poplarville.

Erlene McCarty Smith Arts Scholarship -
Stephanie Abram of Columbia.

Michael Sprinkell Memorial Band
Scholarship - Ayana Williams, Garrett Pittman
and Oliva Conley, all of Gulfport.

Southern Mississippi Planning and
Development District Scholarship - Demi
Goolsby of Sumrall, Devonta Alford of
Columbia, Kendall Mullins of Foxworth,
Meghan Paige Gibson and Wyatt Smith, both of
Purvis; Heaven Henderson of Hattiesburg,
Timothy Arnold of Bassfield, Jerneka Laird of
Mount Olive, Frederick Lucas Williams and
Shaniece Powe, both of Picayune; Kaitlyn Ladner
of Kiln and Michael Bass of Pass Christian. 

St. Michaels Foundation Scholarship -
Jessica Penton, Caleb Dorn and Lauren Julian,
all of Picayune; Alejandra Alcantara, Ranada
James, Griesela Amado-Somerville and Marcus
McCarthy, all of Carriere; Latoya Arrington of
Jayess, Yasmine Boddie and Ivery Boddie, both
of Foxworth, Caleb Lott of Poplarville, Austin
Warner of Franklinton, La., and Presley Seal of
Bogalusa, La.

Annelle Steele Memorial Scholarship -
Kelsey Jenkins of Poplarville and Matthew
Morrow of Purvis.

Dewayne Stuckey Scholarship - Kayla
Smith of Columbia.

Amber Owens Sumrall Memorial PRCC
Softball Scholarship - Lori Robertson of
Foxworth.

R.E.L. Sutherland Memorial Scholarship -
Brandon Ashe of Picayune.

Dapne Delphine Tate Memorial
Scholarship - Danica Creel of Poplarville.

Henry “Rudy” and Carolyn Smith
Thomas Memorial Scholarship - Gabrielle
Hodge of Carriere.

Ronald Tynes “A Hand Up” Scholarship -
Payton Seyfarth of Hattiesburg.

Mike and Pam Waits Scholarship - Chase
Crosby of Saucier.

Jean Baughman Wessel Scholarship -
Donte Peters of Columbia. 

Hugh and Juanita White Nursing
Scholarship - Christina Herrin, Crystal
Turnage and Ashley Creel, all of Columbia, and
Shyanne Gipson of Kiln.

Jack Sidney Wilkinson Fellowship
Scholarship - Taylor Rose Martinolich of
Picayune.

Cary and Ann Williams Scholarship - Cole
Cox of Foxworth.

Williams Family Scholarship - Jenna Lee of
Picayune and Rebecca Lynn Barrett of
Poplarville.

Foundation scholarships help many students

FCA’s Operation Christmas Joy spreads holiday cheer
Members of the Fellowship of Christian

Athletes at Pearl River Community College
made new friends and spread holiday cheer
Dec. 1, when they hosted Operation
Christmas Joy.

They provided gifts for 145 special needs
students from the Pearl River Central,
Picayune and Poplarville school districts
and $20 gift cards for 46 teachers, said
Jacob Hickman, FCA coordinator.

The party at Shivers Gym included lunch,
face painting, cookie decorating, a visit
from Santa Claus and lots of energetic danc-
ing.

“Being able to play with the kids and see
how happy it makes them brings joy to my
heart,” said Anna Breeland of Picayune.

She organized PRCC athletic teams and
individual students who adopted kids and
purchased gifts for them. 

Several students moved throughout the
party in holiday costumes - Will Bailey of
Eupora as the Gingerbread Man and
Graham Hackbarth of Birmingham, Ala.,
and Josiah Hickman of Picayune in holiday-
themed pajamas with tinsel on their heads.

ABOVE, PRCC cheerleader Carmen Douglas of Sumrall
paints a Christmas ornament on his face for Nicholas
Lossett, 13, a Pearl River Central student. Below left,
Graham Hackbarth of Birmingham, Ala., dances with su-
dents from Pearl River Central while sporting green tinsel
on his head. In the background, the Gingerbread Man (Will
Bailey of Eupora) dances with the crowd. Below right,
Members of the FCA dance with their guests. 

Above left, Santa Claus (Austin Darden of Poplarville) and Nehemiah Wooten,
9, of Picayune pose while Nehemiah’s teacher takes their picture. Above right,
Truvon Boland, 8, watches as PRCC baseball player Camden Dusang of
Carriere puts mustard on his hot dog. Truvon is a student at Southside Lower
Elementary School in Picayune.
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

TRANSFER SUPPORT
• The state’s flagship university set an 

enrollment record for the 22nd consecutive 
year including transfer students from 
every community college in Mississippi.

• Recently named to the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Roll, Ole Miss was the only institution 
in Mississippi honored as one of the 
top four-year colleges creating dynamic 
pathways to support transfer students.

SCHOLARSHIPS 
• Students with a 3.0 GPA on 48 transferrable 

community college hours receive $6,000 
($3,000/year  for two years). PTK students 
with a 3.5 GPA on 48 transferrable 
community college hours receive two 
scholarships valued at $16,000  
($8,000/year for two years).

BE PART OF OUR FAMILY!
MAJORS YOU NEED 
FOR THE CAREER YOU WANT
• Ole Miss is home to over 90 academic majors, 

including Mississippi’s oldest School of Engineering 
and nationally ranked programs in accountancy, 
pharmacy and education.

Schedule your visit online: OLEMISS.EDU/VISIT 

The best way to 
experience Ole Miss  
is firsthand!

Campuses host Veterans Day programs

Above, The Voices sing America the Beautiful. They are, front row from left, Leah Pierce of
Columbia, Cammie Moree of Sumrall, Sarah Chatham of Purvis, Alyssa Hill of Carriere,
Torian Miller of Sumrall, Keyerra Davis of Pascagoula; back row, Hunter King of Carriere,
Christian Hinkel of Lucedale, Devin Hedgepeth of Picyaune, Lucas Callahan of Petal,
Houston McMahon of Purvis and Chase Mitchell of Lucedale. Hill also sang the national an-
them. Below right, Maj. Gen. (Ret) Hudson Holliday of Poplarville talks of what America
owes its veterans at the Veterans Day Program. “They want us to preserve and protect the
freedoms they sacrified so much to protect,” he said. “We should all strive to lead our lives
to be a credit to those before us and an inspiration to those who follow.” Below left, The
Magnolia Gold color guard presents the colors. They are, from left, Hunter Adam of Bay St.
Louis, Jared Johnson of Poplarville, Niklas Polson of Picayune and Robert Batiste of Gautier.

Below, PRCC alumnus and
veteran Howell Purvis of
Purvis plays Taps.

Above, a full house was on hand at the Forrest County Center to hear Major General Jeff
Hammond (U.S. Army, Retired) Nov. 10 for the Veterans Day Observance. Hammond is
director of veteran and military affairs at the University of Southern Mississippi. Below left,
PRCC military student Henderson Cunningham of Baltic, Conn., tells his story to WDAM-
TV’s Charles Herrington. Below right, student Derrick Harvey of Purvis (???) was also in-
terviewed by local television stations about the importance of the observance. Harvey is
president of the History and Humanities Club, which organized the event. The Petal High
School Showchoir also sang the National Anthem. 

The Miss PRCC Wildcat
scholarship pageant will be
held at 6 p.m. Feb. 23 at the
Brownstone Center. 

The theme will be Fire and
Ice. Competition includes
judges’ interviews, physical
fitness/dance routine, talent
and presence and composure.

Women interested in enter-
ing must submit applications
and sell program ads by
Friday, Jan. 13.

Details about the pageant,
including an application, have
been emailed to all students at
their PRCC email address.

For more information, con-
tact pageant director Lauren
Baker at 601 403-1043 or at
lbaker@prcc.edu.

Miss PRCC
pageant
set Feb. 23

The 2017 Winter Guard will
represent PRCC in statewide
competitions in February and
March. 

Guard members are
Elizabeth McDaniel of Sandy
Hook, Courtney Sones,
Rebecca Barrett and Morgan
Runyan, all of Carriere; Garyn
Miller of Columbia, Raven
White of d’Iberville, India
Dedeaux of Poplarville,
Heather Shows of Kiln,
Melana Callendar of
Brookhaven and Brantley
Welsh of Petal.

Winter Guard
members set



Delta State University students don’t just sit in a classroom. They operate world 
class recording studios, fly commercial planes, create art sculptures and use 
drones to build maps — just to name a few. Check out our nationally-recognized 
programs in entertainment industry studies, aviation, geospatial technology, fashion 
merchandising, nursing and education — hands-on learning that is sure to inspire.

WWW.DELTASTATE.EDU • 1.800.GO.TO.DSU
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Fall choral
festival
Above, Belle Cantante
women’s choir sings Poor
Wayfaring Stranger at the
PRCC Fall Choral Festival
Nov. 3 in the Brownstone
Center. Soloists in front are,
from left, Abby Unbehagen
of Carriere, Cammie Moree
of Sumrall and Meagan
Thomas of New Orleans.
Left, PRCC choral director
LaDona Tyson, right, con-
ducts the students from
Poplarville, Picayune,
Forrest County Agricultural,
Pearl River Central, Oak
Grove and Sumrall high
schools, Petal Middle
School and PRCC in I Sing
Because I’m Happy to close
the Fall Choral Festival.
PRCC Public Relations
photos

Christmas
Vespers
The Voices sing during the
Christmas Vespers concert
on Nov. 29 at the
Brownstone Center.
See more pictures, page
10. The Voices are, from
left, Sarah Chatham of
Purvis, Christian Hinkle of
Lucedlae, Keyerra Davis of
Pascagoula, Houston
McMahon of Purvis, Leah
Pierce of Columbia, Hunter
King and Alyssa Hill, both of
Carriere; Lucas Callahan of
Petal, Cammie Moree of
Sumrall and Chase Mitchell
of Lucedale.

Veterans
Parade
The Spirit of the River
marched in the Veterans
Day parade in
Hattiesburg on Friday,
Nov. 11. The band also
took part in two
Christmas parades -
Columbia on Thursday,
Dec. 1, and Poplarville
on Friday, Dec. 2. 



N E W S
The DRAWLDecember 2016 • Page 10

2016 - 2017 Season2016 - 2017 Season

December 10-11December 10-11
The NutcrackerThe Nutcracker

January 30January 30
Travis ClarkTravis Clark

The Adam Doleac BandThe Adam Doleac Band

March 23March 23
The Heart Behind the MusicThe Heart Behind the Music

March 2March 2
Honors LectureHonors Lecture

Of Wardrobes and RingsOf Wardrobes and Rings

for tickets or information go tofor tickets or information go to
www.brownstonecenter.comwww.brownstonecenter.com

or callor call
601-403-1180601-403-1180

Above, Marty Stuart and
His Fabulous
Superlatives brought their
brand of “Hillbilly Rock” to
the Brownstone Center
on Nov. 19. Band mem-
bers are, from left, Kenny
Vaughn, Harry Stinson
and Chris Scruggs. Left,
Marty Stuart, who grew
up in Neshoba County,
plays electric guitar dur-
ing his concert.

Marty Stuart

Christmas Vespers

Above, Belle Cantante, the PRCC women’s choir, sings Veni, Veni Emmanuel. Below,
Meagan Thomas of New Orleans sings the solo on Noel with the PRCC choral ensembles.

Leadership Class

Leadership Class graduation speaker Dr. Willis Lott (cen-
ter) is flanked by PRCC President William Lewis and Lee
Reid, Leadership Class Trainer.

The 2016 Leadership Class
graduated Dec. 1 at the
Woodall Advanced
Technology Center. 

Lee Reid, Leadership Class
Trainer, presented the 18 grad-
uates with their certificates.

Guest speaker was Dr. Willis
Lott, former president of
Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College. Lott
worked in education for 44
years, including 17 years at
Pearl River Community
College as Dean of Academic
Affairs, Director of Admissions
and Records and a vocational-
technical counselor.    

Members of the class:
Latessa Allen, Forrest

County Center Student Success
Center coordinator; 

Katie Ball, marketing man-
agement technology instructor; 

Amanda Blair, Forrest
County Center chemistry in-
structor; 

Whitney Chambers, Student
Success Center coordinator; 

Bettye Clark, senior account-

ant; 
Stephanie Clark, admissions

office supervisor; 
Scotty Fletcher, women’s

basketball head coach; 
Missy Graves, senior admin-

istrative assistant to the vice
president for Forrest County
operations; 

Meagan Lee, biology in-
structor;

Robert Maynard, biology in-
structor; 

Reuben McDowell, assistant
band director; 

Jonathan Morris, math in-
structor; 

Chris Oney, men’s basketball
head coach; 

Adam Parker, assistant direc-
tor for Forrest County opera-
tions public safety; 

Dr. Ed Pinero, career and
technical education director; 

David Saunders, football
head coach; 

Robin Shows, FCC Learning
Resource Center coordinator; 

Traci Spence, alumni coordi-
nator.
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By looking for opportunities,  
there are a lot of things that you can do to 

RISE AND BECOME 
A BETTER PERSON.  
From my thinking to my interactions  
with other people, Southern Miss  
has really helped me grow.”
- Johnny Brumfield

MY SOUTHERN MISS STORY

Choose.USM.edu
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Pearl River Community College students William Tyler Dubose
of Forrest County and Parker Mathis of Oak Grove hold the cer-
emonial check from Pearl River Valley Electric Power
Association for the scholarships they and 113 other PRCC stu-
dents received. Directly behind them are PRCC President Dr.

William Lewis, association manager Randy Wallace, Patty
Munn, board member with the Greater Pinebelt Community
Foundation which administers the funds, and Kurt Brautigam,
the associationís member services manager. PRCC Public
Relations photo

Round Up for Education 

Students
getting these
PRVEPA
scholarships

Columbia Academy - Alexis Adams, Abbey
English, John Holman, Lauren E. Lee, Alandra
Patterson. 

Columbia High School - Ben Baughman, James
Brandon Belk, William John Boudreaux, Joseph
Blake Broom, Katelynn Franklin, Jonathan Ryan
Gibson, Joy Raquel Gibson, Cody B. King, Caleigh
Lambert, Isaiah Rodriguez, Kaisha Yates.

East Marion High School - Devonta Alford,
Mytchel Levi Bass, Brian Broom, Jermaine Lamont
Burkett, Patience Diggs, DíMia Graves, Asia L.
Harvey, Kaitlin Patton, Ashlyn Pittman, Matthew K.
Thigpen, Larry Watts. 

Forrest County AHS - Juliann Aultman, Tyler
Wayne Beall, Thomas Beasley, Langston Bunch,
Alyssa Renee Calhoun, Bradley Cole Cameron,
William T. Dubose, Robert Gmerek, Kaylin
Hickman, Raegan Nicole Kearley, Brandon M.
Kistler, Dusty Lane Lawler, Dustin Lofton, Katie
Sellers. 

Home School - Dallis Scruggs, Tyler Steven
Taylor. 

Lamar Christian - Madison Breanne Williford.
Lumberton - Austin Wade Coker. 
Mandeville, La. - Nicole Creel. 
Oak Grove High School - Noah Albert,

Courtney E. Alford, Frandrika Shavon Amos,
Alysha Arrington, Tyler Fiveash, Dylan Forbes,
Katie Ford, Shelby Herndon, Claire Jennings, Ivory
Lowe, Parker Mathis, Taylor McCarter, Justin
Devon Richards, Danielle Smith, Vera E. Thacker,
Kaila L. Williams.

Pearl River, La. - Shelby Hanna. 
Petal - Skyler S. Quick. 
Purvis High School - Kamry Bond, Selena

Broom, Clifton Blake Brown, Jacob Burkhalter,
Shaina Kamri Burroughs, Naomi Burroughs, Riley
Davis, Taylor M. Friend, Sydney Hester, Ethan P.
Jackson, Cameron Johnson, Breanna Johnson,
Bryce Kelley, Logan Lovdahl, Stacy Lucas, Patrick
Mills, Richard ìDaleî Moore, Lacy “Savannah”
Moree, Amanda Rich, Wesley E. Seay, Matthew
Ryan Singletary, Wyatt Jakob Smith, Jessie Marie
Whiteman. 

Stone High School - Ashlyn Johnson, Carlie
Smith. 

St. Patrick - Ethan Tyler Parsons. 
Sumrall High School - Hunter Thomas Askew,

Garrett R. Aultman, Hailee Berry, Amanda “Jade”
Breeland, Timothy Hicks, Zachary P. Hicks, Samuel
Evan Hudson, Hanna Presley Lofton, Cammie
Moree, Kopen Nightengale, Nathan Forrest Young. 

West Marion High School - Caleb Batie, Dakota
Behsman, Zachary Clark, Cole Cox, Alex Little,
Kendall Mullins, Jerald D. Peak, Marquia Pigott,
Kailey Alexis Pittman, Adrianna Seymour, Abby
Sumrall, Caitlyn A. Thornhill, Treves Trahan, Colby
White. 

PRCC students benefit from scholarship program
A total of 115 Pearl River Community

College students from throughout Pearl River
Valley Electric Power Association’s 12-coun-
ty service area are receiving scholarships of
$935 to attend PRCC this year, thanks to the
generous spirit and support of the
Association’s member-consumers.

More than 200 students from throughout
PRVEPA’s service area are receiving these
scholarships to attend state community col-
leges.

This is the fourth year for the Round Up for
Education scholar’s program, which is funded
by members who round their bills up to the
nearest dollar each month. Scholarships are
available to members who do the round up, as
well as for their spouses or dependent children
who are enrolled as freshmen this fall.

“The efforts of the Pearl River Valley
Electric Power Association to assist students
from their service area in achieving a higher
education is certainly paying great dividends
for members of the Association,” said PRCC
President William Lewis.

“Pearl River Community College has great-
ly benefited from the Association’s Round-Up
Program with some 115 students attending the
college this fall with scholarships made possi-
ble through this program. This effort is afford-
ing many students with opportunities that only
a higher education can make possible. In turn,
a more educated citizenry will enhance the

economic and social well-being of our state.
The positive benefits for the citizens of our re-
gion of Mississippi from this special program
offered by Pearl River Valley Electric Power
Association are immeasurable.”

PRVEPA serves more than 48,000 meters.
Since the Round Up program began in
November 2012, more than $840,000 has
been collected and deposited in
an account overseen by the
Greater Pine Belt Community
Foundation.

“Throughout our history, Pearl
River Valley Electric has not
only been providing electric
service to rural areas, but work-
ing to improve the quality of life
of our members and the commu-
nities where they live,” said
General Manager Randy
Wallace. “We believe that educa-
tion is vital to improving the fu-
ture for all of us in south
Mississippi, and the Round Up
program was designed to encour-
age more young people to further their educa-
tion. 

“Members working together to achieve a
common goal is a unique hallmark of cooper-
ative organizations, and I am proud of the pos-
itive response we’ve received on this effort.
More than 90 percent of our members contin-

ue to round up their bills and we’re very
thankful for their support.”

At least ten percent of each year’s funds are
set aside in an endowed fund for future use.
The remaining money is divided equally be-
tween the number of eligible applicants, re-
sulting this year in 217 scholarships worth
$935 per student (the maximum award per the

program’s guidelines is $1000). 
In the program’s four years,

more than 780 students have now
received scholarships.

“The PineBelt Community
Foundation administers a variety
of scholarship programs,” said
Theresa Erickson, Executive
Director of the Foundation. “The
Round Up for Education
Scholarship program is the
largest scholarship program we
manage. We often see how small
contributions from large numbers
of people can grow into signifi-
cant amounts that benefit many
individuals, and when people

continue their education it not only benefits
the individual, but it also benefits their family
and ultimately their community.” 

Round Up for Education funds collected
after Aug. 1 go toward next year’s scholar-
ships. Applications for 2017 scholarships are
now available.

2016 PRVEPA 
Scholars Program 
Recipients (217 total)
Community Colleges

students are attending
Pearl River        115
Gulf Coast          49
Jones                  36
Southwest             8
Co-Lin                  3
East Central          2
Meridian               2
Hinds                   1
Holmes                 1 
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Valluzzo Companies
Locally Owned and Operated
with 50 Locations in Louisiana 

and Mississippi

BILOXI - One Coast Awards recently were handed out to top Community Leaders and
Top 10 Under 40 in South Mississippi. Members of Pearl River Community College’s fam-
ily were on hand to see Raymunda Barnes, Assistant Vice President for the Hancock
Center, receive one of these awards. The event at the Beau Rivage Resort & Casino was
presented by the chambers of the three Gulf Coast counties. Pictured are from left: Dr.
Scott Alsobrooks, Vice President for Workforce and Economic Development; Dr. Jana
Causey, Vice President for Forrest County Operations; Dr. Adam Breerwood, Vice
President for Poplarville Campus and Hancock Center; Barnes, Dr. Jennifer Seal, Vice
President for Planning and Institutional Research; and Ernie Lovell, Executive Director of
the Development Foundation. 

Community Leadership AwardHancock Center news: 

Left, Raymunda Barnes, assistant vice president for the
Hancock Center, plays Sink the Roll at Fall Fest while
Michelle King of Kiln watches. Center, Tianna Pierson of

Bay St. Louis poses in the “selfie” frame while Michelle
King of Kiln takes her picture. In addition to enjoying pizza
and games, students donated several hundred items to

the Hancock County Food Pantry. Right, Dale Hill of Pass
Christian tries to bounce a ball off a mini-trampoline into
the target during Fall Fest.

Left, Hancock Center students Colby Betz of Kiln and
Miko Reidi of Bay St. Louis talk at Fall Fest on Nov. 8 at
the Waveland campus. Center, Hancock Center welding

students clown around in the “selfie” frame during Fall
Fest. Right, Kamri Jones of Bay St. Louis, president of the
Hancock Center Student Government Association, serves

pizza to Mallory Munson of Pearlington and Irehauna
Brunette of Bay St. Louis during Fall Fest. 
PRCC Public Relations photos

A Pearl River Community
College workforce construc-
tion class recently roofed a
pavilion at Picayune’s
Mildred Mitchell Park.

“Actually working on a
project is a much more valu-
able experience than being in
a classroom atmosphere,” in-
structor Jesse Walker said.

Walker’s drafting students
designed the pavilion during
the spring 2016 semester.

The project was a collabo-
ration between the City of
Picayune, Collier Construct-

ion and PRCC. The Pearl
River County Homebuilders
Association coordinated and
funded it.

Walker will be teaching a
basic carpentry workforce
training class during the
spring semester. The class will
meet from 4:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays, beginning Jan.
9. Cost is $150.

For more information on
the class, contact Cheryl
Frierson at 601 403-1113 or
cfrierson@prcc.edu.

Justin Dement of Baxterville, a student in the Pearl River
Community College workforce construction class, works on
the roof of the pavilion at Mildred Mitchell Park in Picayune.

Class roofs new 
pavilion in Picayune

By JAMIE DICKSON
Assistant Director of Wellness Center

As the semester comes to an end and
we begin preparing for the upcoming
spring 2017 semester, there are a few
things to keep in mind about joining the
PRCC Wellness Center.

All students, full and part time, are en-
couraged to join the Wellness Center by
adding a General Physical Education
Activities course to their class schedule. 

Better known as General PE, this class
is a two-credit hour course that requires
no official meeting time. Students can
plan their personal exercise schedule
around all other coursework, jobs, and
extracurricular activities.  

With the facility hours being Monday

through Thursday from 6:30 a.m. until 9
p.m., 6:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. on
Fridays, and 5 p.m.-8 p.m. on Sundays,
this course allows a student to have more
flexibility with completing exercise time.  

The course goal is to complete 25 or
more hours of exercise over the course of
the semester.  Other components of the
course include a pre and post fitness as-
sessment, opportunities for one-on-one
and group exercise training, and a body
fat percent analyses.  

The Wellness Center does offer a $60
membership per semester option for stu-
dents who prefer not to enroll in a
General PE course.  Furthermore, many
students elect to enroll in HPR 1213
Personal and Community Health, which
gives the student access to the Wellness

Center without a membership cost or en-
rolling in General PE.  

If you would like more information
about General PE or any other course of-
fered through the HPR department on the
Poplarville campus, please visit us or call
601-403-1340.

If you would like to enroll in General
PE, you may do so by either speaking
with your advisor or come directly to the
Wellness Center and complete a student
membership form. 

We’ll add you to the course, provide
you with a course syllabus, and answer
any questions you may have.  There are
similar course offerings at the Forrest
County Center and Hancock Center.  

Please contact those centers for more
information.

Wellness Center planning busy spring

Under
construction
The Hancock Center Science
Lab (left) is coming to fruition.
Students are excited to not
have to commute. They will be
able to begin and end their
journey without having to
leave the Hancock Center.
The laboratory will be done
before the first day of classes
in January and the campus is
buzzing with excitement. Stay
tuned for a full detailed story
in the next Drawl edition.

On Nov. 8, the Hancock Center SGA mem-
bers delivered 841 pounds of canned goods to
the Hancock County Food Pantry in Waveland.

The canned food drive was held the entire
month of October and allowed the Hancock
Center student body to engage in activities that
benefit the less fortunate.
n The Hancock Center SGA members as-

sisted Hancock East Elementary School in
their Annual Reading Fair. 

SGA members delivered items to Hancock
East assisting in the school’s effort to promote
reading throughout the school.
n Hancock Center History Instructor Helene

Greene manned the voting booth during the
annual Fall Fest. At the end of the day,
President Elect Donald Trump WON the mock

election at the Hancock Center.
n The Hancock Center welcomed new full

time instructor, Jacob Havard, to the family
this semester. 

Mr. Havard will be teaching English on both
the Hancock Center and Poplarville Campus.
This new addition creates many new opportu-
nities for the students in the area. Welcome Mr.
Havard.
n The students of the Hancock Center took

part in the Hancock Pizza and Popcorn Bash.
Students were treated to pizza, popcorn and

beverages served by the faculty and staff of the
Hancock Center.  It was a success.

This event was just one of the many planned
for the students of the Hancock Center.

-- Raymunda Barnes

Above, instructor Kira Arthurs’
Marriage and Family class at the
Hancock Center participated in a
“Speed Date” activity. Said Arthurs,
“After discussing speed dating in
class, my students suggested we hold
a similar event on campus.  After
some discussion, they decided to
arrange Speed Meet, where students
could come and get to know their
peers.” Right, Hancock SGA members
at the Hancock East Elementary
Reading Fair were secretary Michelle
King, vice president Tianna Pearson,
and president Kamri Jones delivering
PRCC items.
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River Rewards

Congratulations to Ronn Hague, Digital Media Coordinator/Museum Director. He was se-
lected to receive the October River Rewards prize, a Yeti tumbler and Cracker Barrel gift
card, presented to him by Dr. William Lewis on behalf of the River Rewards Committee.
The presentation includes Maghan James (left), Dean of Students, and Candace Harper
(right), Director of Bookstore Services; both are River Rewards Committee members. You
can sign up for River Rewards at http://prcc.edu/river-rewards/form.

Clyde Dease, president of the Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation, presents a grant for
the Pearl River Community College Women’s Health Symposium to Dr. Jennifer Seal,
symposium chairman, and PRCC President Dr. William Lewis.

Foundation renews support 
of Women’s Health Symposium

The Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation
has renewed its sponsorship of the Pearl River
Community College Women’s Health
Symposium.

The foundation presented a grant of $17,000
to PRCC President Dr. William Lewis and
symposium chairman Dr. Jennifer Seal on
Nov. 16. 

“The significant support by the Lower Pearl
River Valley Foundation of the Pearl River
Community College Women’s Health
Symposium is vital in providing health screen-
ings and current health information to women
across our district,” Seal said. “The sympo-
sium is dedicated to making good health a pri-
ority in women’s lives. Funding from the
LPRVF provides encouragement for women to
live healthy lifestyles.”

Tickets for the 11th annual symposium,
scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 28, sold out with-

in three days last month.
“The foundation is pleased to partner with

Pearl River Community College in bringing
health care information and screenings to the
women of this community,” said Clyde Dease,
foundation president. “There are many women
who put their health care on hold to ensure that
their children and spouses get adequate treat-
ment.

“This symposium provides an opportunity to
shift the priority of health care to women, as
their health is a ‘barometer’ on the overall
health of the family. The foundation believes
that healthy families make healthy communi-
ties.”

The symposium features free health screen-
ings, panel discussions by area physicians, en-
tertainment, a luncheon, gifts and door prizes.
Keynote speaker will be Linda Larsen, actress,
comedian and author.

Women’s Health Symposium

Here are some good reasons to visit the
PRCC Museum during the spring semester.

1. Pearl River Community College is one of
the only community colleges in the nation with
a history museum. Because of its rich history,
PRCC began a museum in 2001, opening in a
single office-sized room. It now occupies more
than 2000 square feet of exhibit space.

2. The recently opened Emerging Technolo-
gies exhibit charts the course technology has
taken over the past 50 years from the landing of
the first man on the moon toward the new Mars
mission with examples of that technology.

3. Walk through the history of the college
with photos from the past at the PRCC Timeline
exhibit. Discover the college’s beginnings as an
agricultural high school.

4. Understand what educational life was like
at the turn of the century (1900s) with a photo
exhibit of area schools that will take you back
more than 100 years. See what the school build-
ings and students looked like when your great-
great grandparents were attending school.

5. Take a trip back into the schoolroom a hun-
dred years ago. What kind of teaching aids did
they have? What would the class rooms have
been equipped with? Discover the answers in
the Teaching and Media Aids exhibit.

6. Have you ever seen a typewriter or an

adding machine or a printing press or a slide
rule? How about a record player or a cassette
tape player or a film, slide, or filmstrip projec-
tor?  Check them out at the museum.

7. What did a dormitory room look like in the
1950s and 60s? Visit the dorm room exhibit and
see for yourself. There were no portable refrig-
erators, no microwaves, no televisions or com-
puters, but the students still survived.

8. Did you know that the PRC Aggies (the
predecessors to PRCC) not only went undefeat-
ed for two seasons in football, but also went un-
scored on? View the exhibit that highlights
PRCC Wildcat athletics. The uniforms, the
game balls, the scores, the scoreboard, all are
exhibited at the Museum

9. Check out the exhibit about a former
Wildcat basketball player as one of America’s
most decorated war heroes. The winner of the
most Silver Stars during the shortest period in
U.S. military history. See his medals and read
the official documentation.

If you haven’t visited the museum, make it
your priority to discover your yesteryears at the
PRCC Museum.

The museum is located in the building next
door to Pearl River Hall and across the street
from Jefferson Davis Hall.

n Ronn Hague

Pictures from inside the PRCC Museum on the Poplarville campus.

Visit the PRCC Museum

Carol Williams, second from right, received the Citizen of
the Year Award from the Pam LaHaye, right, during the
Poplarville Area Chamber of Commerce Awards Luncheon
on Nov. 3. Congratulating her are her husband, Jon
Williams, and their daughter, Leslie Ortego.

Gabe Entrekin, 15, received the Poplarville Area Chamber
of Commerce’s Future Leader Award from chamber presi-
dent Maggie Smith. He is the son of Taylor and Candice
Entrekin, both employees of PRCC.

The Poplarville Area
Chamber of Commerce hon-
ored a Pearl River Community
College employee and the son
of two other employees Nov. 3
during the chamber’s annual
Awards Luncheon.

Carol Williams, PRCC’s so-
cial media coordinator, re-
ceived the Citizen of the Year
Award and Gabe Entrekin re-
ceived the Future Leader of the
Year Award. He is the 15-year-
old son of Taylor and Candice
Entrekin, PRCC electrician and
nursing instructor, respectively.

Dr. Adam Breerwood, PRCC
vice president for the
Poplarville campus and
Hancock Center, was guest
speaker. He talked of strength-
ening ties between the college
and the community and ex-
plained the PRCC Wildcat Way
- pride, respect, class and char-
acter.

Williams retired in 2015
after 25 years of teaching busi-
ness marketing technology at
PRCC. 

She returned to campus a
few months later in her current
position. She is a graduate of
PRCC and the University of
Southern Mississippi. 

Entrekin is in 10th grade at
Poplarville High School and
has a 4.0 grade point average.
He became an Eagle Scout at
the age of 13 with Troop 28 in
Poplarville and is currently the
Senior Patrol Leader with
Troop 97 in Hattiesburg.

He will represent Mississippi
next summer in a 4-H National
Shooting Competition in
Grand Isle, Neb.

Chamber hands out local awards

By ALEXX KENNEDY
Special to The Drawl

PRCC’s Association of Educational Office
Professionals is staying busy even as the se-
mester is winding down. 

The association just had the
pleasure of having Cassandra
Blackwell, a local resident and cus-
tomer service guru, come and offer
a professional development ses-
sion. 

Members from both the
Poplaville and Hattiesburg campus-
es enjoyed a round-table type dis-
cussion about how PRCC employ-
ees can improve and utilize cus-
tomer service tactics in their daily
interactions on campus.

In addition, they were given in-
formation on networking tools that might ben-
efit offices across the campus.

The AEOP Christmas social is also just
around the corner which allows them to come
together at the end of the semester for a group
fellowship. 

AEOP is still actively involved with the
Poplarville Backpack Buddies program. This

is a feeding program for in-need
children in grades K-8.

There are food drop-off points
throughout, including the President’s
office. 

Anyone needing a list of food
items should contact Marilyn Dillard
at 403-1201.

Donations are welcomed and ap-
preciated. AEOP is also looking for-
ward to the spring semester when it
plans to hold their Hattiesburg cam-
pus meeting and discuss involving
members in several additional chari-

ty, fundraising, and community out-
reach programs. 

Kennedy

AEOP members involved
in some local charities

The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

The new PRCC campus post office opened Dec. 1 clearing the way to expand the
nurse’s office. Crews moved existing mail boxes from Crosby Hall to the new facility, a
renovated carport between the Alumni House and Crosby Hall. Physical plant director
Craig Tynes estimates the renovation cost about $20,000. The former post office space in
Crosby Hall will be reconfigured for nurse Susie Hall’s office.
“It will allow us to create a larger school nurse’s station and give us room to create some
private rooms she needs,” Tynes said. 
The new post office also eliminates the need for Crosby Hall to be open during weekends
and holidays, increasing security for students and employees getting their mail.
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Five sophomore members of the 2016 Pearl
River Community College football team have
been named to the MACJC All-State South
Division Team, earning second-team honors.

On offense, wide receiver Matthew Eaton
was named, along with offensive linemen
Kelton Brown and Willie Terrell. On defense,
linebacker Randy Hogan and cornerback Tyler
Jack were selected.

Eaton, a graduate of Pascagoula High who
transferred to PRCC from Temple University,
led the Wildcats with 37 receptions for 392
yards and a pair of touchdowns. He has com-
mitted to continue his career at Iowa State.

Brown, out of Tylertown, and Terrell, from
Terry, were part of a unit that paved the way for
1,477 rushing yards as a team, including 1,022
by sophomore Darious Leggett, just the fourth
1,000-yard rusher in PRCC history.

Hogan, also from Pascagoula High, led the
Wildcats with 98 total tackles, including 24 as-
sists and 3 tackles for 12 yards in losses. He had
a fumble recovery and three sacks. He has com-
mitted to play for Louisiana Tech.

Jack, who prepped at George County, had 45
total tackles, with all but four as solos. He had
two interceptions and broke up 12 passes. He
plans to continue his career at Troy University.

Several Wildcats earn 
second-team honors

The East Mississippi Community College
Lions won the MACJC State Championship
with a 38-30 come-from-behind victory over
the Northwest Community College Rangers
Nov. 12 in Scooba.

For Lions coach Buddy Stephens, the win was
about more than a championship. It was about
overcoming adversity and growth as a team.

“This has been the most exhausting year that
I’ve ever coached,” Stephens said. “It’s been a
long year, a year of turmoil, growth with highs
and lows and it’s been a season of change. But
one thing that hasn’t changed is us winning, and
God gets the glory for that.”

The Lions’ season of championship hopes
ended prematurely last year due to a fight and
suspensions, and all eyes were on Stephens and
his squad of young men entering the new sea-
son.

“We’re in a better place, I know that I’m in a

better place,” Stephens said.
In a game featuring the past two NJCAA

National Champions, EMCC in 2015 and
NWCC in 2016, the Lions and Rangers started
the game like it was a track meet, as both teams
ran up and down the field and accumulated 41
points between them in the first quarter alone
with the Lions holding a 21-20 lead.

EMCC upped its record to 11-1 for the sea-
son.

JuCo Bowl results (Dec. 3-4)
Mississippi Bowl
East Mississippi CC 27, Kilgore College

(Texas) 17.
Graphic Edge Bowl
Cedar Falls, Iowa
Holmes CC 28, Iowa Western 21
Heart of Texas Bowl
Copperas Cove, Texas
Trinity Valley 34, Northwest CC 24

East Mississippi wins 
MACJC football title

Source: nSPARC, Mississippi State University
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Yeardisk photographer
Rickey Ryan of
Carriere went out one
day and captured
some photographs of
PRCC students enjoy-
ing themselves in be-
tween classes in
Poplarville. 

Campus
scenes

Calendar of events
Thursday, Dec. 8 - Respiratory therapy, dual

enrollment practical nursing, surgical technology
pinning ceremonies, 10 a.m., Forrest County
Center multipurpose room

Friday, Dec. 9 - Dorms close for semester
break, 4 p.m.

Alpha Delta Nu honor society induction, 5
p.m., Malone Chapel

Saturday, Dec. 10 - The Nutcracker by South
Mississippi Ballett Theatre, 7 p.m., Brownstone
Center; tickets $15, $20

Sunday, Dec. 11 - The Nutcracker by South
Mississippi Ballett Theatre, 2:30 p.m.,
Brownstone Center; tickets $15, $20

Monday - Friday, Dec. 12-16 - Winter term
classes

Associate degree nursing pinning ceremony, 6
p.m., Brownstone Center

Thursday, Dec. 15 - Last day for staff to work
Friday, Dec. 16 - Monday, Jan. 2 - Christmas

break
Tuesday, Jan. 3 - Offices open for spring se-

mester
Wednesday, Jan. 4 - Faculty return
Registration at Hancock Center
Thursday, Jan. 5 - Registration at Forrest

County Center
Friday, Jan. 6 - Registration at Poplarville

campus
Sunday, Jan. 8 - Dorms open, 1 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 9 - Spring semester classes

begin
Tuesday, Jan. 10 - Deep River gospel choir,

6:30 p.m., Malone Chapel’ Priority worship, 6:33
p.m., BSU

Wednesday, Jan. 11 - FCA Gathering, 7 p.m.,
Malone Chapel

Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Thursday, Jan. 12 - Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m.,

BSU
Friday, Jan. 13 - Deadline to enter Miss PRCC

Wildcat pageant
Saturday, Jan. 14 - PRCC Rodeo Team bene-

fit barrel race, exhibitions at 10:30 a.m., competi-
tion at 1 p.m., Hancock County Arena

Monday, Jan. 16 - Martin Luther King
Birthday holiday; night classes meet

Tuesday, Jan. 17 - Deep River gospel choir,
6:30 p.m., Malone Chapel

Priority worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU 
Wednesday, Jan. 18 - Forrest County Center

BSU resumes weekly Lunch Encounter, 12 p.m.,

FCC multipurpose room
FCA Gathering, 7 p.m., Malone Chapel
Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU 
Tuesday, Jan. 24 - Deep River gospel choir,

6:30 p.m., Malone Chapel Priority worship, 6:33
p.m., BSU

Tuesday, Jan. 24 - Deep River gospel choir,
6:30 p.m., Malone Chapel

Priority worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Thursday, Jan. 19 - Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m.,

BSU 
Wednesday, Jan. 25 - FCA Gathering, 7 p.m.,

Malone Chapel
Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Saturday, Jan. 28 - Women’s Health

Symposium, 7:45 a.m.-2 p.m., Crosby Hall
Monday, Jan. 30 - Travis Clark and Adam

Doleac in concert, 7 p.m., Brownstone Center;
$10 & $15

Tuesday, Feb. 7 - Honors Lecture by Amanda
Blair, 12:15 p.m., FCC multipurpose room

Deep River gospel choir, 6:30 p.m., Malone
Chapel

Motivational speaker Inky Johnson, 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center for the Arts; $30 tickets, $25
group rate

Wednesday, Feb. 8 - FCA Gathering, 7
p.m., Malone Chapel

Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Thursday, Feb. 9 - Lunch Encounter, 11

a.m., BSU
Lunch and Learn on advisement tips, 12:15

p.m., FCC multipurpose room
Friday & Saturday, Feb. 10 & 11 - Wildcat

Invitational softball tournament
Monday, Feb. 13 - Black History Concert

and premier of Take My Hand, 7 p.m.,
Brownstone Center 

Tuesday, Feb. 14 - Deep River gospel choir,
6:30 p.m., Malone Chapel

Priority worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday, Feb. 15 - FCA Gathering, 7

p.m., Malone Chapel
Late Night Bible study, 8:30 p.m., BSU
Saturday, Feb. 18 - Mississippi Science

Olympiad Gulf South Regional Tournament 
PRCC baseball opens season hosting

Southeastern (Iowa) CC, 1 p.m., Athletic
Complex

Tuesday, Feb. 21 - Deep River gospel choir,
6:30 p.m., Malone Chapel

PRCC’s Randy Hogan Jr. of Pascagoula brings down this Jones runner for a short gain in
this season’s contest in Ellisville. PRCC won the game 30-23.

PRCC wide receiver Matthew Eaton of Pascagoula breaks free against East Central.
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JuCo men’s standings

JuCo women’s standings

Freshman guard Ryan McRaney (11) of Sumrall goes in for a layup in an earlier game
this season at White Coliseum. 

Freshman forward Cameron Dougtlas (14) leaps high for this short jump shot against
William Carey JV earlier this season.

One of the newest features in M.R. White Coliseum this basketball season is the PRCC banners hanging on the north
wall of the arena. 

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

Pearl River Community College began MACJC South
Division play this week after a successful non-division sched-
ule.

PRCC battled Meridian this past Monday night in a road con-
test to complete the 2016 portion of the 2016-17 season.

The Lady Wildcats have been the big story in the MACJC so
far this season, opening the season with
five consecutive victories by an average
of more than 24 points per game. PRCC
won just six games all of last season.

“We signed an outstanding freshman
class, and they have really bought into
what we’re trying to teach them,” said
Lady Wildcat head coach Scotty
Fletcher.

“The biggest factor in our success has
been our depth. We’ve been able to play
a lot of players without a lot of dropoff
in quality, and that has shown up espe-
cially in the second half of our games.”

Indeed, PRCC’s biggest win of the
season was a 68-57 win over East
Mississippi at Scooba on Nov. 14, in
which the Lady Wildcats depth was the
decisive factor. 

The Lady Wildcats trailed by 17
points midway through the second quar-
ter, but stormed back and outscored the
Lady Lions 25-9 in the final 10 minutes
to win going away.

Freshman Rehema Franklin of New Orleans leads the team
with 15.5 points per game, mostly coming off the bench.

Freshman Aydn Strickland of Saucier averages 9.8 points and
6.0 rebounds per game, and freshman Charisma Walker of
Brandon is averaging 9.6 points a game.

The Wildcats have rebounded nicely from their only defeat of
the season, a 67-56 setback against Mississippi Delta, with four
straight wins and were 6-1 heading into division play.

“I thought we overcame that loss very well,” said second-
year head coach Chris Oney. “We’ve basically played one bad
half of basketball in seven games this season. So, overall, I’m

pretty pleased with where we are right
now.” 

Oney expected depth to be a big plus
for the Wildcats coming into the season,
and that has proven to be the case.

Freshman Ryan McRaney of Sumrall
leads the team in scoring with 10.7
points per game, with four other players
averaging at least 7.5 points a game.

Sophomore Harold Givens of New
Orleans is averaging 9.0 points a game,
along with 5.0 rebounds and 3.1 blocks
per game. Sophomore Eli Arcement of
Kiln is scoring 9.3 points per game, and
freshman Rodney Mallett of Lexington
is averaging 8.6 points to go with 4.3 as-
sists a game.

As a team, Pearl River is averaging
89.4 points per game, helped by a solid
53.9 percent shooting from the field.

PRCC will play a pair of non-division
games after the holiday break, both on
the road, against Mississippi Delta on
Jan. 5 and Delgado, La., on Jan. 9.

South Division play resumes on Jan. 12 with a pair of games
against Southwest at M.R. White Coliseum.

Upcoming games
Jan. 5 - at Mississippi Delta
Jan. 9 - at Delgado (New Orleans)
Jan. 12 - host Southwest
Jan. 17 - host Jones County
Jan. 19 - at Hinds
Jan. 23 - host East Central
Jan. 26 - at Miss. Gulf Coast
Jan. 30 - at Co-Lin
Feb. 2 - host Meridian
Feb. 6 - at Southwest
Feb. 9 - at Jones County
Feb. 13 - host Hinds
Feb. 16 - at East Central
Feb. 20 - host Miss. Gulf Coast
Feb. 23 - host Co-Lin
Feb. 27- March 2 - MACJC Tournament at
South Men
(Home games begin at 5:30 p.m. (W) and
7:30 p.m. (M) 

PRCC heads into South Division
play with sparkling records

Rodeo standings through Nov. 7

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

Pearl River Community College made its
mark during the fall season of its debut year in
college rodeo.

The Wildcats established a rodeo team this
past summer and signed 15 riders for its first
season in the National Intercollegiate Rodeo
Association.

PRCC is competing in the Ozark Region of
the NIRA, and finds itself standing sixth in the
women’s region standings, while the Wildcat
men are eighth after five events in the fall sea-
son.

The Wildcat women have a total of 510
points, with the men holding 420 points thus
far.

Individually, freshman Raegan Lee of
Picayune is 10th in barrel racing with 130
points, and freshman Lacy Lee of Long Beach
is 14th in the same event with 60 points.

Freshman Chelsey Johnson of Poplarville is
ranked 12th in breakaway roping with 100
points and 12th in goat tying with 100 points.

Wildcats have successful
fall semester in rodeo 

For the men, freshman Andrew Burks of Kiln
is seventh in tie-down roping with 155 points
and freshman Ryder Ladner of Kiln is 14th in
steer wrestling with 85 points.

In team roping, the team of freshman
Nicholas Gonzales III of Carriere and sopho-
more Kelton Tynes of Poplarville is 10th with
240 total points.

Other team members are Selena Broom of
Purvis, Colleen Brown of Biloxi, Bryant
Channell of Seminary, Charles Hopkins of
Carreire, Tyler Ladner of Poplarville, Alex
Nobles of Bogalusa, La., MiKata Jo Reid of
Poplarville, Rebekah Rigby of Brooklyn and
Michaela Riley of Poplarville.

Pearl River will return to action at the end of
March, when the spring season gets underway.

Tiara Robins, fresh-
man from Jackson
Callaway, during
women’s basketball
scrimmage prior to
the season.
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Day Date Opponent Time Location

Saturday Feb. 18th Southeastern CC (Iowa) 1:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Tuesday Feb. 21st Marion Military CC (AL) 12:00 (9x7) Marion, AL
Friday Feb. 24th Dyersburg CC (TN) 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Wednesday March 1st Bossier Parish CC (LA) 3:00 (9x7) Jackson, MS (Millsaps)
Friday March 3rd Pensacola State 1:00 (9x7) Pensacola, FL
Tuesday March 7th Marion Military CC (AL) 1:00 (1x7) Poplarville, MS
Tuesday March 7th Delgado CC (LA) 7:00 (1x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday March 11th Delgado CC (LA) 1:00 (9x7) New Orleans, LA
Tuesday March 14th Spoon River CC (IL) 4:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday March 18th Northwest MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Wednesday March 22nd Baton Rouge CC (LA) 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday March 25th Northeast MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Tuesday March 28th Ms Gulf Coast CC 3:00 (9x7) Perkinston, MS
Saturday April 1st Itawamba CC 2:00 (9x7) Fulton, MS
Wednesday April 5th East Central CC 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday April 8th Meridian CC 2:00 (9x7) Meridian, MS
Tuesday April 11th Southwest MS CC 3:00 (9x7) Summitt, MS 
Friday April 14th MS Delta CC 1:00 (9x7) Moorhead, MS
Wednesday April 19th Hinds CC 3:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday April 22nd East MS CC 2:00 (9x7) Scooba, MS
Tuesday April 25th Jones County JC 4:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Saturday April 29th Holmes CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS
Wednesday May 3rd Co-Lin CC 3:00 (2x7) Wesson, MS
Saturday May 6th Coahoma CC 2:00 (9x7) Poplarville, MS

2017 PRCC baseball schedule

2017 PRCC softball schedule
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The Maroon Tunes from the PRCC baseball team sing Christmas carols in the cafeteria on Nov. 30. The maroon squad
lost the Enid Expedition toughness challenge to the other half of the team, the gray squad.

Workers have spent the fall semester renovating and bricking the field house at the PRCC baseball complex. 

Kickball
fun times
Baseball and softball players had a
game of kickball as part of a fun
Holloween experience. Above,
Austin Moffett of Taylorsville watch-
es the kicker while Bailea Fucich of
Watson, La., Madison Scoggin of
Bay Springs and Kayleigh Lambert
of Poplarville eat popsicles in the
outfield. Left, Graham Hackbarth of
Birmingham, Ala., rounds the
bases. Anna Grace Cooley of
Lucedale is behind him. Below, the
grannies, Kayla Williams of Walker,
La., and Claire Lumpkin of
Carriere, were the softball team
costume winners.

A new group of Wildcats
signed the dotted line for
Pearl River Community
College on Signing Day for
all sports except football last
month.

First-year Wildcat baseball
coach Michael Avalon was the
busiest PRCC coach during
the fall signing period, sign-
ing 12 players to national jun-
ior college letters of intent.

Topping the list of Wildcat
baseball signees was
Columbia Academy standout
Wiley Cleland, who batted
.446 for the Cougars as a jun-
ior last spring, driving in 29
runs. 

Cleland, an infielder and
right-handed pitcher, smacked
seven home runs and nine
doubles, finishing with an
OPS of 1.368.

Two other new Wildcats
with impressive numbers
from the 2016 season were
Shemar Page of Raleigh and
Deyton Lingle from Lake.
Both are infielders and pitch
from the right side.

Page hit .395 with 30 RBIs
for the Lions last spring. He
had 13 double and four
triples, plus he struck out 90
batters in 59 innings. 

Lingle batted .397 and
drove in 28 runs last season.
He had a homer, three triples
and 12 doubles, stole 20 bases
and was 7-0 on the mound,
with a 1.60 earned-run aver-
age and 82 strikeouts in 57 in-
nings.

Other signees for the
Wildcats were Pearl River
Central left-hander Hayden
LeBeau; Dylan Cunningham,
a left-handed pitcher and first
baseman from Centreville
Academy; Austin Elliott, a
right-hander from Benjamin
Russell High in Alexander
City, Ala.; Jerrod Meggs, a
right-hander from Kosciusko;
Levi Knight, an infielder from

St. Stanislaus; Miles Smith, a
right-hander and outfielder
from Northeast Jones; Luke
Harper, an infielder from
Northeast Lauderdale; and
two standouts from East
Central, right-hander Colin
Danley and infielder Reis
Traeger.

Longtime Lady Wildcat
coach Leigh White added
seven new players for her
PRCC softball program dur-
ing the fall signing period.

Topping the list were
Picayune first baseman
Elizabeth Taggard and Greene
County catcher-infielder
Mary Grace Turner.

Taggard batted .391 last
spring for the Maroon Tide
with 15 RBIs. She had two
home runs, a triple and eight
doubles, and also threw 75 in-
nings in the circle, posting a
5-6 record with a 3.17 ERA
and 68 strikeouts.

Turner hit .333 for Greene
County last season, with a
home run and five doubles.
Defensively, she had just one
error in 100 total chances and
12 assists.

Also signing with the Lady
Wildcats were Rylee Swilley,
a pitcher and infielder from
Hancock High; Dallas Blake,
also a pitcher and infielder,
from Our Lady Academy;
Ashley Terwilliger, a utility
player from Harrison Central;
Alyssa Pinero, a catcher and
outfielder from Picayune; and
Jordan Lee, a first baseman
from Tri-County Academy.

With large freshman class-
es, both of the PRCC basket-
ball teams did not sign any
new players for next season,
nor did the Lady Wildcat soc-
cer team, which also had a
large class of freshmen. 

Pearl River did add one
player for men’s soccer, Isidro
Loya, a center midfielder
from Picayune High.

Wildcat sports 
teams add 
talented seniors

Left photo, the PRCC base-
ball squad turned the Nov.
10 home basketball games
against Mississippi Delta
into Redneck Night.
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