
Lamar County honors Hill
for service after Katrina

Dr. Kyle Hill, Director of the Spirit of the River marching
band, recently was honored by the Lamar County Republican
Party for going above the call of duty in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina.

Hill, who lives in Oak Grove and serves
on the Lamar County School Board,
serves as fire chief of the Northeast Lamar
Volunteer Fire Department. He received
the Volunteer Firefighter of the Year
award.

Lamar County school superintendent
Glenn Swan sang Hill’s praises. “I was on
the radio after Hurricane Katrina and
probably more than any other voice, I
heard Dr. Hill helping people.”

Hill, in his 14th year at PRCC, was one
of five residents awarded. Rep. Joey
Fillingane, R-Sumrall, said this year’s ceremony provided an op-
portunity for the county to award citizens for not only being ex-
traordinary in what they do, but also doing it in extraordinary
circumstances.

“Almost all of these categories can be tied to things they had
to do in addition to their job because of Katrina,” he said. 

PRCC students dies in
auto wreck on Miss. 13

Holly A. Fairley, a 19-year-old student at Pearl River
Community College, died Nov. 19 in a two-vehicle traffic acci-
dent on Mississippi 13 in the Carnes community.

According to Forrest County Coroner Butch Benedict,
Fairley died after her car collided with a tractor-trailer rig late
Saturday afternoon west of Carnes Road.

Services were held Tuesday, Nov. 22 at White Funeral Home
in Poplarville. Fairley was a graduate of Poplarville High School
where she played softball and was on the dance team, and a
member of First Baptist Church of Poplarville. Survivors in-
clude her parents, Otis Fairley and Babs Fairley of Poplarville.

Dorms close Monday, Dec. 19
for Christmas Holidays

All Pearl River Community College dormitories will close at
4 p.m. Monday, Dec. 19, for the 2005 Christmas holidays. If you
plan to return in January for the 2006 spring semester, clean up
your room, empty trash, close windows, turn off lights and all
other electrical appliances, and lock doors.

If you do not plan to live in a dorm for the spring semester,
you must move out, clean up your room, turn in your key, and
bring a check-out slip to Dr. Adam Breerwood, dean of student
services.

For information, contact Breerwood’s office at 403-1132.

Registration dates are set
for Spring 2006 semester

POPLARVILLE - Orientation and registration for new stu-
dents attending PRCC during the 2006 spring semester will be
held Jan. 5-6 on the Poplarville campus.

All students who have not attended PRCC must attend the
orientation at 8:30 a.m. either day. Registration begins at 9 a.m.

Students who will attend the Forrest County Center in
Hattiesburg will register from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. on Tuesday
and Wednesday, Jan. 3-4, in the multi-purpose building.

Hancock County registration is 2-6 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 2.
Day and night classes begin Monday, Jan. 9. The spring se-

mester ends May 12.
For information or a complete schedule of classes check out

the PRCC website at www.prcc.edu or phone 601-403-1214.

MLT program re-accredited; 
GED classes; band marches

■ The Medical Laboratory Technology department at the
Forrest County Center was recently accredited by National
Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences (NAA-
CLS). “We received the maximum accredited term of seven
years on Sept. 30, 2005, and our accreditation will continue
until Oct. 31, 2012,” said Evelyn Wallace, Program Director.
The MLT Department did not receive any deficiencies.

■ Lynn Pitts joins the MLT department as education coordi-
nator in January. She replaces Terra Cox. Pitts has her masters
from USM and served 12 years at Hattiesburg Clinic as a gen-
eralist and assistant laboratory manager.

■ PRCC offers free Adult Education GED classes in
Picayune, Poplarville, Hattiesburg and Columbia. Both day and
night classes are offered. Registration is scheduled for 9 a.m.
Jan. 2 for Hancock County at the PRCC trailer located in front
of the Hancock Center on Highway 90. For information con-
cerning all sites, call 601-554-5551.   

■ The Spirit of the River marching band recently had a busy
weekend. The band marched in the Poplarville Christmas pa-
rade on a Friday night and turned around and marched in
Christmas parades at Purvis and Sumrall the next day.

■ Pearl River Community College’s Woodall Advanced
Technology Center is offering Emergency Medical Technician
classes later this year.

All three classes will begin Monday, Feb. 6. The classes will
meet on Monday and Thursday nights from 6-10 p.m.
Enrollment in each class is limited. Applications are now avail-
able for the class. Application deadline: Monday, Jan. 30, 2006. 

Hattiesburg classes will be held in the Woodall Advanced
Technology Center, located in the Hattiesburg-Forrest County
Industrial Park. For more information, contact Lee Bell, PRCC
Workforce Training Project Manager, at (601) 554-4647.

Hill
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Oliver, ‘Cats bag third straight
MACJC crown, 18th overall

Inside

NEW ORLEANS - Former presi-
dents George H.W. Bush and Bill
Clinton, who have raised about
$110 million for Hurricane Katrina
victims, recently announced $90
million worth of grants, including
$30 million for higher education
institutions along the Mississippi
Gulf Coast.

Pearl River Community College
is included among those institu-
tions and will receive a $750,000
grant.

“This gift as a timely surprise
for us,” said PRCC President
William Lewis. “In the aftermath
of the storm, the college has many

pressing needs. This very gener-
ous gift will help us greatly in our
recovery efforts.”

Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College received
$750,000 and Jones County Junior
College received $400,000.

Another $40 million will be di-
vided among the three states hard-
est hit by Katrina  - Louisiana,
Mississippi and Alabama  - and
$20 million will go to faith-based
organizations.

“Donations we got ranged from
the smallest - $16 from a child’s
lemonade stand - to multimillion-
dollar ones from foundations and

corporations. Even foreign govern-
ments have given us money to help
you begin again,” Clinton said to
an audience of about 400 on the
grounds of the University of New
Orleans library.

Bush used the 64th anniversary
of Pearl Harbor to exhort the hur-
ricane-hit Gulf Coast to summon
the strength to rebuild.

“It was 64 years ago today that
America was shocked by the attack
on Pearl Harbor, an attack that left
the country in a state of shock and
our Navy badly wounded,” Bush
said. “But America proved then
what we have proved time and

again since then: We’re strong, we
are resourceful, we are deter-
mined, and working together,
we’re going to prove it again.
You’re going to prove it again on
the Gulf Coast.” 

The $30 million for higher edu-
cation will go toward repairs, re-
construction and replacement of
equipment due to damage on  cam-
puses; assistance for students who
left school because the school
closed or because they had to relo-
cate after the storm; salaries and
benefits paid to retain and support
faculty and staff who could not
work because of school closures.

PRCC receives $750,000 from Bush, Clinton fund

POPLARVILLE - In a very real
way, the state championship foot-
ball game on Saturday, Nov. 19, at
May Stadium in Perkinston be-
tween Pearl River and Mississippi
Gulf Coast, was the Wildcats’ bowl
game, a last chance for the
Wildcats to tell the NJCAA voters
how good they are.

It was also revenge, for their
only loss of the season, right here
in this stadium, where they had to
watch their archrival celebrate a
55-47 win on the night of Oct. 20.

Pearl River coach Tim Hatten
said heading into this game that he
felt his players would be as ready
to play as they had been for any
game in their lives.

And it was a slobber-knocker of
an affair, with 17 flags thrown and
numerous confrontations between

players, including a shouting
match at game’s end.

Final score: Pearl River 25, Gulf
Coast 19.  

“There’s a reason these guys are
our rivals,” Hatten, a former PRCC
player, said of the two schools lo-
cated some 25 miles apart. 

Pearl River grabbed the lead
early in the second quarter and
never lost its grip. 

“I knew we’d get it,” said PRCC
sophomore quarterback Jimmy
Oliver.

Oliver was a big reason they did.
Looking for all the world like a
smaller version of Steve

McNair, the 6-foot, 180-pound
former East Marion star went 26-
for-39 for 354 yards and two touch-
downs and also ran for two scores.

“He’s just a great player,” said

Gulf Coast coach Steve Campbell. 
Gulf Coast often rushed only

three and dropped eight into cov-
erage against PRCC’s five-wide of-
fense. Oliver was hardly fazed.

“Sending three after me,” he
said, “they can’t contain me.”  

“With Jimmy, you sort of pick
your poison,” Hatten said.

Two other factors loomed large
in the Wildcats’ win: They did not
turn the ball over and they limited
state rushing champion Dantrell
Savage to 33 yards on 12 carries.

“We knew that if we played mis-
take-free, we had a pretty good
chance to win,” Hatten said. 

■ The Wildcats finished No. 3 in
the final 2005 NJCAA poll, the
third straight year PRCC has fin-
ished in the top 5. In 2004, PRCC
finished No. 1. In 2003, PRCC fin-

ished tied for No. 4.
■ Oliver was named to the first

team of the NJCAA All-America
football team. He was the only
Wildcat to make the first team.
Defensive lineman Frank Harry
was honorable mention.

■ Oliver, Harry, wide receiver
Larry Freeman, defensive back
Shalamar Walker and offensive
lineman Ryan Sefton were named
to the All-Region 23 first team. 

■ Early signing period for junior
college football players is Monday,
Dec. 19. Hatten said the Wildcats
could have as many as 20 players
to sign this month. As many as 10
could sign with Division I univer-
sities.

■ SSeeee aaddddiittiioonnaall pphhoottoo ccoovveerraaggee
ooff SSttaattee CChhaammppiioonnsshhiipp ggaammee oonn
PPaaggeess 88--99..

A happy band of Pearl River Community College football players celebrate another MACJC State Championship. Photo by Mitch Deaver.

POPLARVILLE - The affects of
Hurricane Katrina continue to be
present at Pearl River Community
College even though the storm
passed through Pearl River County
back on Monday, Aug. 29.

Damage estimates have now
risen to more than $50 million.

“The cleanup immediately after
the storm went smoothly and
quickly, and most of our buildings
are back functioning,” said PRCC
President William Lewis. 

“However, the settlement and
agreement with the insurance
company on the extent of damages
has gone much slower, mainly be-
cause of the number of buildings
that suffered damage. As of last
week, the insurance adjustors have

been on campus on a daily basis.
“Hopefully, in the next few

weeks, we will have a final agree-
ment on the damage assess-
ments.”

As many as three to six build-
ings on campus may have to be re-
placed. 

M.R. White Coliseum, home of
the basketball Wildcats, was se-
verely damaged. “We are 99 per-
cent sure the coliseum will have to
be rebuilt,” said Lewis. “The engi-
neers report says only the metal
structure is usable and it exceeds
the 50 percent threshold.”

Moody Hall auditorium was de-
molished, Lamar and Marion resi-
dence halls had major damage and
the vehicle maintenance shop was

destroyed. Historic Huff Hall, a
resident hall built in 1919, also suf-
fered damage to some rooms. 

As many as 22 buildings still
have roof damage. Blue tarps
are already beginning to show
signs of wear as they wave
with the wind.

“Temporary roofs are still on some
buildings,” said Dr. Lewis. “We are re-
ceiving quotes on buildings with major
roof damage. We hope to start some of
those repairs soon.”

Repair costs could present an-
other set of problems. Bids for a
new roof on Seal Hall, which hous-
es classrooms and offices for facul-
ty, recently came in too high. “We
are looking at another concept
now, something that we can af-

ford,” said Lewis.
Meanwhile, work is expected to

begin soon on those damaged rooms in
Marion and Huff halls, so they will be
useable for the spring semester.

“Our resident students have been
very patient with us,” said Lewis. “We
have had safety evaluations done, so
our plan is to have those dorm rooms
ready for next semester.”

Some 800 of the school’s 4,300
students before the storm have
since dropped out, resulting in lost
tuition and state funding, which is
based on enrollment counts, al-
though more than 200 students
have signed up for on-line mini-se-
mester courses that run from
through Dec. 16.

■ SSeeee DDAAMMAAGGEESS,, ppaaggee 1111

Damage estimates around $50 million 
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By GREG UNDERWOOD
Special to the Dixie Drawl   

According to my insurance adjuster, the damage to
my unlivable house is at $80,000 and climbing.  It’s been
70 days since I first talked with my contractor and no
work has been started, much less an estimate been fur-
nished.

My wife, child and I have called four places home
since the hurricane. My daughter missed her first birth-
day party.

Of the only two offices that suffered damage at the
Forrest County Center, mine had the most, and while
I’ve had to throw away some books, the flooded carpet
still remains (and it took in more during Hurricane
Rita).

My insurance company hasn’t paid me anything for person-
al property damages. Yesterday, the Red Cross denied my ap-
plication for aid. Moreover, as I write this on the Saturday be-
fore Thanksgiving, I’ve been stood up by a second contractor,
discovered I have been robbed, and seen Tennessee lose to
Vandy for the first time in most of my students’ lives. All is not
well.     

Yet, I have a lot to be thankful for, and when people
ask me how I’m doing, I answer—in all sincerity - “I’m
doing fine.”

In the days of Katrina’s immediate aftermath, while
my wife Leigh Ann and daughter Jill Ellen and I were
staying at my parents in Memphis, we were trying to
make sense of our situation. At this point, we were al-
ready aware of our home’s poor condition thanks to
Hattiesburg friends (including fellow PRCC instructor
Eric Leatherwood).

Largely to ease my wife’s anxiety, but without realizing the
prophetic truth of what I was about to say, I mentioned to her
that even though we really did not know what the future held
for us, I was pretty sure that we would be shown untold
amounts of kindness by family, friends, co-workers, and even
total strangers. 

We rode out the storm in Forest, with the parents of
our friends Terry and Susan Miller, and their daughter
Taylor. After learning of our house’s damage, we went
to Memphis, and later moved in with our same friends,
at their firm insistence, for the month of September
until our apartment (one we were fortunate to find) be-
came available in October.

While living with the Millers, we were treated like
royalty, our daughter had her birthday party, and she
loved having an older sister she could follow around the
house. Their kindness made a difficult situation enjoy-
able and even welcome. 

At the Forrest County Center, Dr. (Cecil) Burt and
Susan Donohue have been extremely gracious in cover-
ing my schedule for me for my various meetings with
contractors, movers, and FEMA officials. I could not

have asked more of either. 
Our life since the hurricane has been made consider-

ably easier by having an insurance policy that included
additional living expenses, which is paying for our
apartment, utilities, and even the move itself (I heartily
recommend the “boys” of Hattiesburg ice purveyor
Nick Kolinsky, owner of Nick’s Ice House, for all your
moving needs!).

I also understand my contractor, who is both local
and reputable, is a bit overwhelmed, and will need some
time. 

Thankfully, I’m not in a position where I need a
rushed job. Additionally, I was able to get major tree
work (the kind for which cranes are needed) performed
and directly paid for from my insurance company’s as-
sistance center set up at a local home improvement
store.  

My brothers and sisters made us a rather quick dona-
tion to help with our immediate expenses. 

Within days, friends and family volunteered to drive
up to 6 hours and come to Hattiesburg to help cut, clean
and pack.

I arrived at my house the Saturday after Katrina to
see friends, family, and others I did not even know all
ready to help. The next day, back in Memphis, high
school friends with whom I still have annual golf trips
arranged to give my family a sizable and much unex-
pected donation.

A week later, an envelope from one of my wife’s friends ar-
rived containing a similar gift, made up of contributions from
her Auburn University sorority sisters.  

While checking my email, I opened what I initially as-
sumed to be a fictional message, one informing me that
the Internet bank in which I had only opened an ac-
count three months previously was donating $1000 to
all of its account holders in Katrina affected areas.

I called to verify the information, and to my surprise,
it was true (the bank is www.emigrantdirect.com). It
was more money than I had in the account itself. While
the Red Cross assistance would have been appreciated,
I’ll be fine without it. There are other, more deserving
folks who can put it to better use than I can.   

So, life really is going pretty well. My wife and I have
our family and our health; we consider ourselves
blessed and we thank God for those blessings. The per-
sonal property check is in the mail; the thieves who
robbed me cut the locks on my shed and took only 10
gallons of leftover gasoline (unexplainably leaving the
gasoline cans and lawn mowing equipment); and the
Wildcats have won their third straight football state
championship.

Life could be much, much worse.    
■ GGrreegg UUnnddeerrwwoooodd iiss aann EEnngglliisshh IInnssttrruuccttoorr aatt tthhee

FFoorrrreesstt CCoouunnttyy CCeenntteerr iinn HHaattttiieessbbuurrgg..

Life has been full of ups
and downs since Katrina hit

By SUSIE HALL, R.N.
PRCC Nurse

Many students come into health services complain-
ing of a sore throat. Sore or scratchy throats are one
of the most common signs of “getting” sick.

There are many things that can cause your throat to
hurt.

Viral infections/colds, smoking, breathing polluted
air, drinking alcohol, hay fever/allergies, and bacteri-
al infections are common causes. Most sore throats
caused by viral infections such as colds will usually go
away in a few days without any type of treatment.   

Tonsillitis (swelling of the tonsils) and strep throat
often present the same symptoms, although strep
symptoms are usually more severe. They include:

■ Sore throat or difficulty swallowing    
■ Fever 
■ Headache
■ Stomach ache or vomiting, especially in young

children
■ Swollen, red tonsils, sometimes with white

streaks or patches

■ Swollen, tender lymph glands in the neck
You may have these symptoms without having strep

throat, and it is possible to have strep without these
symptoms.  

Strep throat is caused by the bacteria Streptococcus
pyogenes and is highly contagious. Strep and viral in-
fections (the cold or flu included) can spread through
droplets in the air when an infected person coughs or
sneezes and also by touching objects that have been
contaminated such as utensils and bathroom objects,
cell phones, doorknobs, etc. and then touching your
mouth or nose.  

You should wash your hands frequently, avoid
touching your mouth and nose, and cough or sneeze
into a disposable tissue to prevent catching or passing
the virus or bacteria that can lead to a sore throat.

While Strep is easily treated with antibiotics, you
should never take an antibiotic for a sore throat
caused by viral infections, the cold, or the flu.

Antibiotics should be taken until they are finished
even if you are feeling better to prevent antibiotic- re-
sistant strains from developing.  If strep throat is left

untreated, it can sometimes develop in rheumatic
fever and damage the valves of the heart. 

Strep throat most commonly occurs during late fall,
winter and early spring with the highest number of
cases occurring in the fall and spring. Viral infections
tend to peak during the winter months. 

OOTTCC mmeeddiiaattiioonnss 
You can help ease the pain of a sore throat by tak-

ing OTC medicines such as acetaminophen (Tylenol),
ibuprofen (Advil), or naproxen (Aleve), gargling with
warm salt water (1 teaspoon table salt in a glass of
warm water), sucking on throat lozenges, hard candy,
or popsicles, using a humidifier, and drinking lots of
fluids. 

You should see your doctor if you have:
A sore throat without a cold or runny nose or that

lasts longer than 48 hours.
A sore throat with tender, swollen lymph glands.
A fever higher than 102 in older children or any

fever lasting longer than 48 hours.
Rash, severe headache, joint pain
Difficulty breathing, difficulty swallowing, includ-

ing saliva 
The PRCC Health Services Clinic has over-the-

counter medications available, which include aceta-
minophen, ibuprofen, and naproxen.

We also provide free Nicotine Replacement
Therapy such as nicotine patches, gum, and lozenges
for current students enrolled in the College Tobacco
Quit Program.

For more information, please stop by the Health
Services Clinic in Crosby Hall or call ext. 1303.

Clinic services are available Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. and are free to all PRCC stu-
dents, faculty, and staff presenting valid PRCC ID
cards.

RReemmeemmbbeerr fflluu sshhoottss
Don’t forget your flu shots. Flu shots are still avail-

able at the Poplarville Family Clinic (795-4969) on
Highway 11, appromiately one mile south of the col-
lege. You do not have to have an appointment.

Also, you may contact your local health depart-
ments to find out the days and times they are admin-
istering the flu vaccine. 

HEALTHWATCH: Sore throats a problem this time of year

Hancock
County
devastation
Cleanup and repair
work in Hancock County
has been going slower
than other places hit by
Hurricane Katrina.
These photos were
taken Dec. 6 in Bay St.
Louis. In the top photo,
work still has not begun
on the bridge from Bay
St. Louis to Henderson 
Point in Harrison
County.

Photos by
Pamela Luke

By CHUCK ABADIE
Special to Dixie Drawl 

BAY ST. LOUIS - Three times I
have visited Hancock County and
three times I have come away with
the same thought: You really have
to visit the Mississippi Gulf Coast
to see it, to comprehend the level of
devastation.

Photographs on the news, even
the photographs you see on this
page, and the news reports you see
on television, in the newspapers and
hear discussed on the radio on a
daily basis don’t fully describe what
Hurricane Katrina did back on Aug.
29, 2005.

The people in Hancock County don’t
really want to hear about this rebuilding
plan or that rebuilding plan for Bay St.
Louis or Waveland. Those folks are still
in recovery mode.

Yes, there is some progress. The
automobiles that were strewn in the
ditches of the main roadways,
turned upside down, smashed by
trees are gone for the most part, if
you want to call that progress, here
nearly three months removed from
the storm.

Downtown Bay St. Louis is no
more. Katrina wiped out restau-
rants, shops, churches and roads.
Yes, roads. It’s not easy navigating
Beach Boulevard. For one thing, it’s
no longer a Boulevard.

The portion of the roadway on
the side of the Gulf Coast is gone.

Just getting to Beach Boulevard
takes some doing. One has to dodge
sink holes, debris on both sides of
the road, cleanup trucks, refrigera-
tors, washing machines, worn
couches, kids’ rusting toys, water-
soaked stuff animals, and ... Well, I
don’t know if I am painting an accu-
rate picture or not.

The few houses left standing ap-
pear uninhabitable. The front doors
are missing. One home had a sign

on the door that read, “Take what
you want ... at your own risk.”
Inside, you could see dishes on the
floor, clothes strewn throughout,
and an occasional torn photograph.

There are more FEMA trailers
visible now. Some are hooked up for
water, sewer and power, and some
are not. Some have Christmas lights
dangling every which way. 

Very few lots have been cleared.
Very few streets have been cleared.
Mountains of debris turn roads into
one-way passages. 

Bottom line is Hancock County
doesn’t look much different from
when I visited two weeks after the
storm. Know how I can tell?

There are ERVs here still feeding
people. I know ERVs. ERV stands
for Emergency Response Vehicles,
which are built to Red Cross specifi-
cations and used to transport hot
food to places which have little or
no food or clean water.

My wife, 12-year-old daughter
and I did volunteer work for the Red
Cross in ERVs for a week or so right
after the storm. We fed folks in
Prentiss, Bassfield, Richton,
Sumrall, Columbia and Hatties-
burg. That program ended in
September in the greater
Hattiesburg area. This is December.

I read the other day where another
portion of U.S. 90 was opening in
Gulfport. Great news for those folks. 

In Hancock County, no work is
being done on Beach Boulevard,
where huge mounds of debris have
replaced historic homes and popu-
lar landmarks as you look north
from the Gulf. It’s easy to get lost
because of no landmarks. People are
still living in tents on their slabs.
Homeowners are still sifting
through belongings.

Those huge oak trees that sur-
vived along Beach Boulevard have
an eerie look about them. Socks and
shirts dangle from their limbs. I

stop to turn around in the road be-
cause a slow-moving tractor creeps
along ahead of me, maybe 5 miles-
per-hour. It’s just as well.

The longer you drive the more it
looks the same. 

Some schools are open, but I am
told the number of students is
maybe one-fourth to one-third of
what it was pre-Katrina. Across the
street from one school is a row of
houses that look okay from the out-
side, until you look closer and see
that the insides have either been
gutted or stand as nothing more
than abandoned structures.

Up the road, I watch a truck pick-
ing up debris. Upon closer examina-
tion, it appears the operator is
doing nothing more than moving
the pile from one place to another. 

There are painted signs that
speak louder than words. There’s
one that says, “We plan to rebuild.”
Two doors, or make that two struc-
tures down, another sign reads,
“Will shoot looters dead.”

You want more. “Yes, this is
Third World,” read another. 

The inside of the Wal-Mart on
U.S. 90 looks like a Sam’s Club on
the inside. The walls are nothing
but plywood. I stopped to look at a
big stack of mattresses near the
front door. A worker tells me they
are for the FEMA trailers.

On U.S. 90, the sign above
PRCC’s Hancock Center is still
there. The center itself is pretty
much gutted now. Some molded
sheetrock remains, all the metal
studs are visible now. It’s nothing
more than a shell of a building.

Pearl River Community College is
not going anywhere. We will con-
tinue to serve the educational
needs of Hancock County, whether
its in portable classrooms or back
in the center when it is complete. 

■ CChhuucckk AAbbaaddiiee iiss DDiirreeccttoorr ooff
PPuubblliicc RReellaattiioonnss aatt PPRRCCCC..  

Hancock County devastation
must be seen in person to believe

                                               



The Pearl River Community
College Campus Police has a new
member on the force.

Sharie Collier joined the depart-
ment in November.

Collier’s employment brings the
number of officers on the
campus to seven full-
time officers and one
part-time officer.

Collier has eight years
of law enforcement expe-
rience through service
with the Pearl River
County Sheriff’s office as
the Terminal Access
Coordinator and at the
Picayune Police
Department in dispatch.
While there, she received
hands-on experience dealing with
inmates and participating in
search warrants where a female of-
ficer was required. 

Some of Collier’s duties at PRCC
include issuing parking and college
violation tickets, patrolling the
campus, and room checks.

According to Dr. Adam
Breerwood, dean of student servic-
es, Collier’s presence is a valuable
addition to the Campus Police.

“The first priority in our police
department is to help all of our stu-
dents have a safe and positive ex-
perience while enrolled here at
Pearl River Community College,”

said Breerwood.  “The addition of
a female officer better equips our
department to handle different sit-
uations that may arise.

“Officer Collier provides the ca-
pability to have more supervision

of the female dormitories
on campus, and I know
that many of our stu-
dents will feel more com-
fortable discussing a situ-
ation with a female offi-
cer. I believe she will cre-
ate great relationships
with all of our students,
and I look forward to her
success on our campus.”

Collier is excited about
her job at PRCC.

“Working at PRCC is per-
fect for me,” said Collier.  “I really
enjoy being around young people,
and I think being a role model for
young people is important.

“One of my primary duties on
campus is to assist with situations
involving female students. In the
past, male police officers have al-
ways dealt with room checks and
campus violations dealing with fe-
male students.  I think my pres-
ence on the campus allows girls an
opportunity to feel more comfort-
able reporting incidences and
crimes that they may have felt un-
comfortable reporting to a male.  I
am not here just to deal with fe-

males, but if young women have a
problem, I want them to know that
I’m here.” 

Collier is married to Captain
Danny Collier of the Pearl River
County Sheriff’s Department.

The phone number for the
PRCC Campus Police Department
is 601-403-1300.  
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Collier

Female officer joins PRCC
campus police department

The Mississippi Humanities
Council recently selected Pearl
River Community College Spanish
instructor Robin Nix as
Humanities Teacher of the Year.

Upon acceptance of the award,
Nix gave a presentation entitled
“Una Vista de Espana (A View of
Spain)” at the Poplarville campus.

The presentation emphasized
the four weeks she spent this sum-
mer at Universidad Complutense
de Madrid.  Nix completed an in-
tense course in advanced Spanish
grammar at the university.

Nix has a Bachelor’s in interna-
tional studies, a Master’s in teach-
ing languages, and a Masters in
British Literature, all from the
University of Southern Mississippi.

Nix, who has taught Spanish
and English at PRCC since 2002,
believes it is important for stu-
dents to study a foreign language.

“Learning the languages of other

cultures teaches historical links to
modern-day events, and we be-
come better neighbors if we can
understand other languages,” said
Nix.  “Also, we should learn just
for the sake of learning.”  

According to Martha Willough-
by, Chair of the PRCC Humanities
Department, Nix is an ideal choice
for the award.

“Robin was selected as the recip-
ient of the award because of her
continued pursuit of scholarly ac-
tivities in Mexico and Spain.  Also,
Robin has established a popular
Spanish program at PRCC, and
she has had a positive influence on
a huge number of students.”

Student Robert Jackson, a 67-
year-old retired New Orleans po-
lice officer, is currently taking be-
ginning Spanish with Nix. 

“My daughter is a Spanish
teacher, and after I came back from
a mission trip to Mexico I wanted
to learn to speak Spanish.  Ms. Nix
is an excellent teacher. It’s espe-
cially difficult for me to learn an-
other language since I’m older, but
she gives good, clear instructions.
She practically handles each stu-
dent on an individual basis be-
cause she is always makes herself
available in her office.”

According to Dr. Martha Lou
Byrd, PRCC institutional research
specialist and former developmen-
tal reading teacher, Nix is a perfect
choice for the award.

“As a person, Robin is energetic
and always carries a welcoming
smile,”  said Byrd.  “She is kind-
hearted and willing to listen when-
ever someone appears at her door. 

“As an instructor, she carries
that energy into the classroom
where she makes learning fun.
Learning a second language is an
intimidating experience, and
Robin has the ability to bring calm
to frightened students. I have
great respect for her both as an in-
dividual and as a professional.”

The Mississippi Humanities
Council supports activities that
help all citizens understand them-
selves and others by furthering
their knowledge of history, litera-
ture, philosophy, and other disci-
plines concerned with human val-
ues and experiences.

The Mississippi Humanities
Council works in conjunction with
other local and statewide organiza-
tions and institutions, such as mu-
seums, libraries, historical soci-
eties, schools, colleges, and univer-
sities, to increase their effective-
ness and enrich the lives of the
people they serve.

Her parents are George and Jan
Burge of Poplarville, and she is
married to PRCC English instruc-
tor Bill Nix with two daughters,
Phoebe, six, and Penelope, five.

Robin Nix wins Humanities
Teacher of the Year award

Robin Nix

One of Officer Sharie Collier’s primary duties is helping people. While taking a break from patrolling the
campus, Collier gives directions to Forrest County Center student Annie Walker.

College fines
DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww::
■ The fine for possession of al-

chol on campus is $100 for the
first offense, dismissal from the
dorm for the second offense.

■ The fine for vandalism is
$100 (plus cost) for the first of-
fense and expulsion for the sec-
ond offense.

■ The fine for disruptive be-
havior (including fighting) is
$100 for the first offense and ex-
pulsion for the second offense.

■ The fine for loud music is
$25 for the first offense and $50
for the second offense.

■ The fine for profanity is $50
for the first offense and $100 for
the second offense.

■ The fine for smoking in a
prophibited area is $25 for the
first offense and $50 for the sec-
ond offense. 
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By SCOTT ALSOBROOKS
Director, Workforce Education

Workforce Education would like
to send out congratulations to Dr.
Sharon Bellew and Mrs. Peggy
Sellers on their upcoming retire-
ment.

Dr. Bellew has been with Pearl
River Community College for 11
years guiding the Adult Basic
Education program. Her expertise
and devotion will be missed not
only by PRCC but especially by the
many learners that she has helped
advance in their education endeav-
ors.

Mrs. Sellers has served as the
Administrative Assistant in
Workforce Education for 11 years
as well. Peggy’s dedication and
professional attitude will be sin-
cerely missed by the Workforce
Education staff.

Workforce Education provided
aid and assistance to the emer-
gency operations taking place at
the Hancock County Emergency
Operations Center (EOC) immedi-
ately following Hurricane Katrina. 

The Hancock EOC had a
Geographical Information System
(GIS) set up to provide navigation
and guidance to those providing
emergency services such as search
and rescue teams.

The EOC provided printed maps
for the teams as they went out in
the field on missions, overwhelm-
ing their plotter supplies. Plotter
paper and other printing supplies
from The Woodall Advanced

Technology Center were donated
to help meet the demand.

Also, in response to hurricane
recovery, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency is conduct-
ing several training sessions for
city and county government, edu-
cation entities, police and fire de-
partments and others to assist
with disaster grant funds. These
training and information sessions
have included local mayors and
other local government
officials.

Together with the
WIN Job Centers, com-
puter training, especially
geared toward those
seeking employment or
displaced by Hurricane
Katrina, is being offered
by PRCC. For more in-
formation or to register
for the program, call
Rebecca Brown at 601-
288-7333.

■ Three Emergency Medical
Technician Basic classes kicked off
this fall semester in Hancock
County at Bay High, at the
Poplarville campus of PRCC and at
the Woodall Advanced Technology
Center at Hattiesburg.

All three classes were interrupt-
ed briefly due to the storm; the
Hancock county class had the
lengthiest delay and was able to re-
start again on Nov. 28 at the
Hancock Vo-Tech Center, thanks
to the help of Dr. Gaynell Roberts
and others in the Hancock County
area.

■ Kohler Engines in
Hattiesburg has expanded their
operations to include a twin en-
gine line. 

This expansion will double the

workforce at their plant in the
Hattiesburg Industrial Park.The
Woodall Center is being used on a
weekly basis by Kohler to train
their new employees.

Pioneer Aerospace in Columbia
continues efforts in process im-
provement training and was once
again recognized for their efforts.
They were awarded the Quality
Commitment Award from the
Mississippi Quality Awards pro-

gram. This is a program
based on the Baldridge
criteria.  

■ The Leadership
Training Program con-
tinues to provide cus-
tomized, flexible coach-
ing sessions on general
management skills and
leadership behaviors.
Rutter-Rex, located in
Columbia, completed
their program and gradu-

ated in September.
HubSouth staff personnel will
complete their program and gradu-
ate in December. Programs contin-
ue with Family Practice Clinic,
Hattiesburg American, and Avon
Engineered Fabrications, Pica-
yune, MS. A new program was
started with International Filing
System, Hattiesburg.

The Woodall Center continues
to host professional development
opportunities for the community
by various organizations including
the Real Estate Institute of Ponte
Vedra Beach, FL, Jackson Hewitt
Tax School, and the Mississippi
Department of Education.  

The Lean Enterprise Center
from the University of Southern
Mississippi, with PRCC staff, con-
tinues to offer Lean Manufact-

uring training to the manufactur-
ing sector in the local area.

Computer classes have been
held in Columbia, Hattiesburg,
Poplarville, and Picayune provid-
ing learners basic, intermediate
and advanced classes in Microsoft
Windows, Keyboarding and

Microsoft Office Suite.
Certified Cisco Network

Administrator (CCNA) Course 1,
was completed in late October. 

This is the first class in a se-
quence of four, offered throughout
the year, geared toward preparing
participants for the CCNA exam.

The Workforce Staff is preparing
schedules for classes for the first
half of 2006, including courses in
Computer-Aided Design, Geo-
graphical Information Systems, in-
dustrial maintenance and many of
the above-mentioned topics.

To learn more call 601-554-4646.
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Workforce Education involved in many projects

Alsobrooks

The Lowery Woodall Advanced Technology Center in Hattiesburg.

Lyssa Prine from Columbia,
Mississippi - Come on down! 

Those were the words that
Prine, a student at PRCC’s Forrest
County Center in Hattiesburg, had
hoped to hear when she ordered
tickets to “The Price is Right” be-
fore her four-day vacation to the
City of Angels.

Not only did she hear those
words, Prine won the show’s
$43,000 showcase and hugged and
kissed host Bob Barker on the
cheek. 

“I didn’t think any of it was
real,” Prine said. “It was like a
dream. I was like ‘pinch me, pinch
me, Bob’.” 

Prine, 24, was a 2002 graduate
from the Surgical Technology pro-
gram at PRCC and has her sights
set on a nursing degree. 

She traveled to Los Angeles on
Nov. 2 to visit her friend, Alison
Dunn, a nurse originally from
Columbia. During her stay, Prine
said she had a checklist of places
to see. “The Price is Right” show
was one of them. 

“After getting my ticket, I went
to the studio by myself at 6 a.m.
one morning,” Prine said. “There
were about 500 people in line. I
was number 100.” 

Two hours after her wait, Prine

stood in another line for priority
seating and waited another six
hours for an interview with a pro-
ducer. 

“They asked everyone questions
like our occupation and home-
town,” said Prine, a surgical nurse.
“I just tried to be myself, but I was
very excited and even wore a shirt
that I made that had a checklist on
it of all the things I wanted to see
in Hollywood.” 

After their interview, the audi-
ence was instructed to take a seat
in the retro 1970s-style studio,
decorated in the all too familiar
colors of “The Price is Right” with
bright orange, red, brown, blue
and yellow carpet and fluorescent
lighting. 

Prine continued her quest in
meeting Bob Barker, who is in his
33rd year as “The Price is Right”
host. 

“I remember them playing really
loud modern pop music to get
everyone pumped up,” Prine said.
“I was chosen, along with some
others, to come up and dance for
the audience.” 

The show then suddenly began
with “The Price is Right” orches-
tral music. 

As Prine sat down, Rich Field,
the show’s announcer, said “some-

thing” over the loud music and
cheering audience. Prine knew ex-
actly what it was when producers
held up a cue card. 

“A cue card went up with my
name on it,” Prine said. “I was in
shock.” 

After the rest of the contestants
came down to their podiums,
Prine said the game began. 

“I relied on the audience to get
through each round,” Prine said.
“At one point, they brought out a
fireplace and someone told me
$999, which was the closest bid to
the cost. I got to hug and kiss Bob.

When I got the chance to spin
the wheel, my first spin was 50
cents and my second was 45 cents.
The other lady went over a dollar
and lost.” 

As the show came to its final
round, where contestants get a
shot at their showcase of choice,
Prine almost lost it all. 

“I turned down the first show-
case that included a trip to Austria
and a dining room set,” Prine said.
“I wanted the one with cars and
appliances.” 

Prine said her bid was $24,000,
about $1,500 lower than the show-
case’s value. 

Her win would now all depend
on the other contestant. 

“I don’t remember the other bid,
but she ended up going over the
value,” Prine said. 

OOnn cclloouudd nniinnee 
She came alone, hoping for a

chance to meet Barker. Instead,
Prine left victorious - winner of the
$43,000 showcase. But Prine said
the show’s executives won’t allow
her to tell what prizes she’s won
until after the show airs Jan. 2. 

“During the rest of my stay in
California, I was on cloud nine,”
Prine said. 

After filling out paperwork to
claim her prizes, Prine had anoth-
er challenge to face. 

“I got in my rental car and called
everyone, but nobody believed
me,” Prine said. 

Prine’s mother, Kay Prine, said
that because her daughter was a
fan of pranks, she didn’t know
what to think. 

“She said, ‘Mom, I’m not kid-
ding’,” Kay Prine said. “I had to
get her to e-mail me a picture from
someone’s camera phone so I
could see her on the show for my-
self. I was tickled to death because
I knew she had so much enthusi-
asm when she went to California.” 

Prine said some things she no-
ticed on the show were Barker’s

blue eyes, his sense of humor, the
stage’s ‘70s vibe and the props,
which include the wheel contest-
ants spin in hopes of getting close
but not exceeding $1. 

“Bob has beautiful eyes, but he
does wear the pancake makeup,”
Prine said. “During one commer-
cial break, I asked him how old he
was and how he stayed so young
looking. He said he was 82 and
that he drinks a lot of booze. Then
he said he was joking and said he’s
a vegetarian and exercises.” 

■ SSttoorryy aanndd pphhoottooggrraapphh aapp--
ppeeaarreedd iinn tthhee NNoovv.. 2233 eeddiittiioonn ooff
tthhee HHaattttiieessbbuurrgg AAmmeerriiccaann..

Come on down!
PRCC student wins big bucks
on ‘The Price is Right’show

Lyssa Prine won more than $43,000 worth of prizes on “The Price is Right.”

Bellew, Sellers
retire this month

While shopping at Turtle Creek Mall in Hattiesburg this holiday season, stop by the PRCC cart near the Food Court. The PRCC cart is on
display year round. It is decorated by Frances Rawls, Bookstore Manager, and members of her bookstore staff. 
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Construction project on schedule

Despite Hurricane Katrina’s interruption, construction continues on the new building at the Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg. The 12,000 square-foot building across the front of the campus on U.S. 49 South
will provide a new academic image to the school. New spaces include five classrooms, a learning center with 30-35 computers, new library space with two study rooms and administrative space, two new aca-
demic offices and new restrooms. The photograph above is from the back of the building. Completion of the project is expected to be sometime in late spring, 2006.  

Forrest General Hospital recently donated some baby dolls to the Respiratory Care Practitioner pro-
gram at the Forrest County Center. According to Lee King, Program Director, “These babies are used to
teach CPR for infants to our students. They can simulate choking, not breathing, or no heart beat. They
come with disposable bags that simulate lungs so that they can be used over and over without contami-
nation. They are very essential to our program.” Pictured with the dolls are Jennifer Christopher (left) of
Hattiesburg and LaToya Johnson (right), also of Hattiesburg.  

Respiratory Care donation

Fun time at Fall Fest 2005

Allied Health job fair

Fall Fest 2005 at the Forrest
County Center took place on
Monday, Oct. 31. Under the di-
rection of Dr. Joe Wesley
(above), everyone had a fun
time, starting with the pumpkin
carving contest (above right), to
the costume contest (left). But
the big winner, as usual, was the
Forrest County Salvation Army.
According to Dr. Wesley, some
150 program students donated
19,169 items this year, com-
pared to 5,814 items the year
before. Thirty-eight students in
the Respiratory Care
Practitioner program led the way
with 9,262 items donated, or an
average of 243 items per stu-
dent. Donated items go to needy
families in the Hattiesburg area,
as well as PRCC students af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina.

Forrest County Center students took time out from their classes this fall to visit the annual Job Fair, held
in the multi-purpose room. Forrest General Hospital and Wesley Medical Center were among the dozen
or so vendors on hand to speak with students. Some of the others included Kohler, Baptist Hospital in
Jackson and HMP of Hattiesburg. Dr. Joe Wesley said the number of vendors was down this year, due
in part to a lack of participants from the Mississippi Gulf Coast due to Hurricane Katrina. Seventeen
businesses had originally committed to attending the event.  
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Pearl River Community College head coach Tim Hatten watches as wide receiver Danny Bell (4) gets
upended after a pass reception in the Wildcats’ 27-20 victory over Northeast Community College in the
MACJC semi-finals in Boonville.

Pearl RiverCommunity College’s Charles Brown (10) breaks up a pass to Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College’s C.J. Hawthorne in the Wildcats’ 25-19 victory over the Bulldogs Saturday, Nov.
19, in Perkinston for their third straight MACJC championship.

Pearl River’s Mike McClendon (22) leaps over Northeast defenders
in the MACJC semi-final game in Booneville. McClendon had a 66-
yard touchdown run in the 27-20 victory.

Pearl River sophomore wide receiver Kyle Sellers (17) plunges for
more yardage after making a 17-yard pass reception against Gulf
Coast in the MACJC championship game in Perkinston. 

Pearl River Community College players Frank Harry (95), a sophomore from Angie, La., and Seth
Hayden (28), a freshman from Pearl River Central, let Wildcat fans get a glimpse of the MACJC
Championship trophy following PRCC’s 25-19 victory over Gulf Coast on Saturday, Nov. 19, in
Perkinston. PRCC has now won 18 state championhships in football. 

Pearl River’s George Leverette (23) hauls down Gulf Coast running
back Dantrelle Savage in the MACJC championship game. The
Wildcat defense held Savage, the state’s leading rusher, to just 33
rushing yards in the title contest.

Photos by
Mitch Deaver

Pearl River sophomore quarterback Jimmy Oliver completed 26-for-
39 passes for 333 yards and two touchdowns and also ran for two
scores to lead the Wildcats to a 25-19 victory over Gulf Coast. In
two years, Oliver guided the Wildcats to a 20-1 record, two state
championships and a national championship in 2004.

Jimmy Oliver by the numbers at PRCC
YYeeaarr PPaasssseess YYaarrddaaggee TToouucchhddoowwnnss IInntteerrcceeppttiioonnss
2005 195-351 (55.5%) 2,821 27 13
2004 207-379 (54.0%) 3,487 40 11
Total 402-730 (55.0%) 6,308 67 24

■ An average of 16 yards per reception. One interception every 30
passes. One touchdown pass every six completions.
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Head football coach Tim Hatten (left) and members of the 2005 Wildcat football team let everyone know that PRCC has won three straight MACJC State Championships. 

Many Pearl River Community College fans came armed with painted signs to show their support for the Wildcats as they battled Gulf Coast for the MACJC State Championship trophy. 

Members of the PRCC offensive line provided quarterback Jimmy Oliver with all the protection he needed against the Bulldogs.

Wildcat fans had a lot to smile about as Pearl River Community
College defeated Gulf Coast for its 18th state title in school history.

Some Wildcat football fans
showed support for their favorite
player in unique ways. 

Wildcat football fans packed the visitors’ side at A.L. May Stadium in Perkinston. The PRCC football team gave them plenty to cheer about.
When the afternoon was over, third-ranked PRCC had defeated Gulf Coast 25-19.

Photos by Brett
Barnes, Chris
Foxworth and
Michael Fite, stu-
dents on the 2005
annual staff, and
annual advisor
Ronn Hague.
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Students in Career & Technical Education Programs recently had the opportunity to learn how to “Dress
for Success” at a workshop sponsored by Tech Prep. Linda Montgomery, an expert on etiquette certified
by the Protocol School of Washington, gave common-sense advice to students on how to dress proper-
ly at work and for interviews. Pictured above is Jo Ann Eure, instructor of Business Technology (left),
helping Montgomery display the proper attire. Below, Montgomery (left) gives Medical Billing & Coding
student Nikki Jones of Hattiesburg some advice on dressing for an interview.

POPLARVILLE - Dr. Barbara
Gandy, Director of Recruitment
and Orientation at PRCC, partici-
pated in The Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation 3-Day
60-mile marathon in San Diego,
Calif. in October.

Joining her was Cheryl Pittman
Carlton, a Columbia native and
graduate of Columbia Academy.

“Over the course of three days,
we walked 60-plus miles with
4,200 participants and raised more
than $10.5 million for breast can-
cer research,” said Gandy.

“Each participant was required
to raise $2,100. This was held in
12 cities across the U.S., and San
Diego was the largest in the event’s
history.”

The following is Gandy’s ac-
count of the event:

Day 1 - It all started with
Opening Ceremonies at the Del
Mar Fairgrounds for the biggest 3-
Day event of the season. I spent a
large part of the 21-mile day walk-
ing along the ocean. Torrey Pines
State Park served as a backdrop,
where we rested a little before
tackling the huge mountain. At
this point, I was 4.5 miles into
this. And I still have 15.5 miles to
go today and two more days after

this.  
Lunch was at the half-way point

on the beach in La Jolla’s Kellogg
Park, which was beautiful, and
later in the day we walked along
the boardwalk at Pacific Beach.
After a painful 22 miles, we en-
tered camp grounds at Crown
Point Shores in Mission Bay Park. 

This was a beautiful spot on the
waterfront. During dinner each
night was a program where walk-
ers were asked to speak, and I was
one of the lucky four. I spoke about
what Mississippi is like since
Katrina.  

Day 2 - We left the camp -
grounds at 6:45 a.m., after break-
fast and a visit to the medical tent
for mole skin to cover my blister-
ing feet and Ben Gay for the shin
splints, and started on the 20.6
mile journey for the day. After a
mile or two, I started to feel like I
had overcome the worse, and I can
do this. 

The scenery gave us even
greater ocean views. The route
stopped at Fanuel Street Park on
the bay before continuing on to
Belmont Park and the roller coast-
er at Mission Beach, where Miss
California stopped in for photos.
Lunch was at Robb Field in Ocean

Beach. 
Later in the day, I passed a surf-

ing competition at Ocean Beach
and dog beach. The killer for the
day was walking up a street named
Hill Street.   The route entered the
camp at Crown Point Shores -
Mission Bay Park. 

Day 3 - We packed our tents and
gear and headed out for the last day.
The 16.6-mile day started by walking
around Mission Bay, and I caught of
glimpse of the camp in the distance -
then we headed inland.

We walked through Old Town
then up another steep hill. After
15.6 miles they stopped you at a
holding area in Balboa Park.
During this time, we were given
blue or white shirts, breast cancer
survivors got pink, and all 4,200
walkers walked the final mile - on
the El Prado Bridge, past the Old
Globe Theatre, the Organ Pav-
ilion, several museums, and into
an emotional closing ceremony.
With the walking in the camp-
grounds and to the hundreds of
visits to the porta potties, I walked
more than 65 miles.

The three days were emotional
and extremely rewarding, and now
that the pain has worn off, yes, I
would do it again.

Dr. Gandy participates in breast
cancer foundation marathon

Dr. Barbara Gandy, (right) Director of Recruitment and Orientation at PRCC, and Cheryl Pittman
Carlton, a Columbia native, participated in the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation 3-Day 60-
mile marathon in California.

Bookstore Christmas celebration

Staff at the PRCC Bookstore/Gift Shop posed for a picture last week moments before guests
started arriving for the store’s annual open house.  The staff serves treats as guests eat and take ad-
vantage of a 10-percent off sale on everything in the store.  The store is open until December 20, so
stop by to purchase last-minute gifts for your PRCC fans.  Pictured, from left, are Steve Herndon,
Elaine Seals, Sylvia Lord, Mollie Williams, Peggy Fairchild, Frances Rawls, and Janice Tyner.

Martha Willoughby, Humanities Department Chair and English Instructor, peruses the selection of treats
offered during the Bookstore/Gift Shop’s open house.

       



HATTIESBURG - Gray Nichols
is a 44 year-old craftsman and he is
very good at what he does.

He describes himself as an
artist, and he makes things that
people like, especially at this time
of year.

What Nichols does is takes
sheets of copper, some flower pots,
pump motors, a little patience and
his sculptures turn into copper
fountains, which he sells for any-
where between $300 and $3,000.
It takes him about a day and a half
to do one. He has orders for about
25 to design and finish before
Christmas.

“I am going to be very busy the
next couple of weeks,” he said. 

The tools of his trade are the
humble hammer, chisel, a gas
torch and brazen rods. He pur-
chases the copper from a local
scrap yard or from local roofers.
The flower pots he picks up local-
ly. His wife acquires the water
pumps on the Internet.

“It’s a labor of love for me,” said
Nichols, who is originally from
San Diego, but makes his home in
the Carnes community. “It is a re-
laxing thing. I have done thou-
sands of them. It takes me about a
day and a half to do one. No two of
them are ever alike. When I turn
the power on and watch the water
flow, it gives me a lot of satisfac-
tion.”

So the question becomes, why is
this married father of four enrolled
in Pearl River Community
College’s welding program at the
Forrest County Center in
Hattiesburg?

“Basically, I am taking welding
to expand on what I do,” said
Nichols. “I have been asked to give
bids on some larger projects, and
welding bigger projects takes dif-
ferent techniques. I am not into
the full landscaping thing, but
what I could do is set fountains up.
This (welding) program will just
help me expand what I do.”

Just last week, Nichols put in a
bid for a fountain 18 to 20 feet
high and as big around.

“Some of the requests I have got-
ten are for bigger and bigger (foun-
tains), and I have to learn more
than just brazen,” said Nichols.
“That’s why I am taking this
course.”  

James Patterson, welding in-
structor at the Forrest County
Center, says Nichols is older than
most of his students and works
hard.

“The average fellow can’t do
what he does,” said Patterson. “He
tells me he sells his work to art gal-
leries. There are different levels to
welding and he wants to take his
craft to a higher level. He used to
be a carpenter, so that will help
him in his work.”

This isn’t the first time Nichols
has attended PRCC. Back in 1983,
he took Emergency Management
Training classes and became a
paramedic. He began doing copper
fountains about 10 years ago.

“When I was about 20 years-old,
I was doing sand sculptures,” he
said. “In San Diego, that was a big
deal. I went from that to copper
sculpturing, and it all sort of
evolved from there.”

Nichols moved from California
to Mississippi to be near family
and wound up staying.

Most students in Patterson’s
welding classes have another goal
in mind - a job. It’s a one-year (two
semester) program.

Said Patterson, “Our students
earn a certificate saying they fin-
ished all the requirements of weld-
ing to be able to enter the work
force as an entry-level welder. If
they want to, they can get a job.

They may have to travel to get it,
but right now there is a big de-
mand for welders since Hurricane
Katrina. Local companies like
Howard Industries are hiring peo-
ple right and left. They can start

out at
$10-11 an hour and work up to

$20 a hour in some cases.”
For Patterson, the art path in

welding is a first, unique in a field
with only practical applications.

Nichols may have created a new
genre for the art world in this area.   

What Nichols does with his cop-
per fountains has given him a re-
warding past time. It not only re-
turns satisfaction for accomplish-
ments, but it also lends itself to
artistic business for this talented
individual who enjoys building ob-
jects of art of his own and realiza-
tion.

When Nichols says, “I am an
artist,” he is acknowledging his
gift for turning something as mun-
dane as penny copper and raw con-
struction materials into a majestic
fountain.

■ For more information about
Gray’s Copper Works, call Gray
Nichols at 601-270-4972.
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This fall, the students and staff in the Career/Technical Building won
first place in the Halloween Decorating contest, which is sponsored
by the Recruitment and Orientation Office. Donna Warden, (above)
secretary, decorated the hallways of the building with some groovy
60’s decorations, and students dressed as has some hip hippies.
The chicks from Cosmetology pictured are (sitting, from left) Diary
Stogner of Poplarville, Rachael Courtney of Picayune, Brandi Seals
of Wiggins, Ashley Riley of Hattiesburg, Amanda Mize of Columbia,
(second row) Flo Allen of Poplarville, Amanda Ladner of Poplarville,
Amanda Keith of Purvis, Aril Loro of Poplarville, (back) Ricki Viator
of Poplarville, Paulett Pearson of Hattiesburg, Aria Magee of
Columbia, Courtney Carson of Columbia, Delois Stovall,
Cosmetology Instructor, Erica McLemore of Lumberton, and Lottie
Sandifer of Lumberton.

Biology students were treated to an undulating class this November when snake expert Terry Vandeventer visited with a variety of snakes.
Vandeventer emphasized the importance of snakes in our ecosystem and encouraged students to protect—not harm—the reptiles.
Vandeventer is pictured with a rattlesnake.

POPLARVILLE - Paula Merritt
has joined the Pearl River
Community College Development
Foundation staff as Coordinator of
Alumni Services.

Merritt, a 1994 graduate of
PRCC, will be in charge of
organizing and coordinat-
ing PRCC alumni chap-
ters in Pearl River,
Forrest, Lamar, Marion,
Jeff Davis and Hancock
counties.

“I plan to be really ac-
tive with all the chapters
and meet with officers of
the chapters,” said
Merritt. “One of my goals
will be to establish a high
level of enthusiasm and
commitment from our alumni.”

Another of her goals will be to in-
crease awareness of the services
provided by the Development
Foundation and Alumni Association
to current students and alumni.

Merritt, a graduate of Poplarville
High School, enjoyed her two years
at PRCC. She was a member of the
String of Pearls and the RiverRoad
showchoir, a River Navigator, and
class favorite her freshman year.
She graduated from the Medical
Office Technology program and cur-
rently attends William Carey
College.

“My memories of Pearl River
were both fun and rewarding,” she
said. “PRCC prepared me for a ca-
reer in the workforce and helped
make me a better-rounded person.
That’s why I am happy to have the
opportunity to come back and work
here.”

Another goal will be to reorganize
a student foundation/alumni associ-
ation on campus.

“I want to make students aware of
the functions of the Foundation and
Alumni Association before they

graduate from Pearl
River,” said Merritt.
“That’s how you cultivate
your alumni association.

You start with making
contacts with the stu-
dents while they are in
school.”

Donna Wilson Lee,
Executive Director of the
PRCC Foundation and
Alumni Association said,
“We are extremely

thrilled to have Paula in the
Alumni Office. Her past experience
with coordinating volunteers and
organizing events will be very bene-
ficial in helping us to realize the full
potential of our county alumni chap-
ters. I am sure that Paula’s enthusi-
asm will prove to be contagious and
we are expecting a great deal of
growth in alumni participation from
her efforts.” 

Since her graduation from PRCC,
Merritt worked in blood banking for
10 years, nine of those with United
Blood Services as a community rela-
tions representative, and one year
with the Blood Center.

Merritt is the daughter of C.J.
and Katherine Merritt of
Poplarville. She has one sister,
Marie Carpenter, of  Poplarville.

Interested PRCC alumni who
want to participate in alumni func-
tions can contact Merritt at 601-
403-1193.

Merritt joins PRCC
Foundation staff
Title: Coordinator of Alumni Services

Merritt

Labor of love
Gray Nichols, an artist, takes welding class to expand his craft

Gray Nichols with one of his copper fountains.

Answers to crossword puzzle

Damages
■ FFRROOMM ppaaggee 11
“The 2005-06 school year had

begun with much promise,” said
Dr. Lewis. “We had record enroll-
ment. The largest band in our
school’s history and a football team
that was ranked No. 1 in the coun-
try in the pre-season polls were
precursors to a fantastic school
year. The year held much promise
and still does.”

Indeed, the news is not all bad
this fall.

Construction work on two new
dormitories on the Poplarville
campus and a classroom-library
building at the Forrest County

Center in Hattiesburg that began
before Katrina is going strong
today.

“Work could begin soon on the
new courtyard here on the main
campus,” said Clint Tapper,
Director of the Physical Plant.
“That plan has been approved by
the state. We are now taking bids.

New lighting in the athletic com-
plex for baseball, softball and soc-
cer has been approved and work
could begin soon. We are taking
bid on that project, too. We expect
to have new lights in place for the
start of baseball and softball sea-
sons.”
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TThhee ffoolllloowwiinngg aarrttiicclleess aappppeeaarreedd
iinn tthhee MMaayy,, 11995511,, eeddiittiioonn ooff tthhee
CCaaddeett,, PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr CCoolllleeggee’’ss
sscchhooooll nneewwssppaappeerr aatt tthhee ttiimmee..

---
If your car, bus, or whatever you

travel around in comes up missing
some morning, don’t be alarmed; it
will probably turn up sooner or
later. Those things do turn up in
some of the most peculiar places,
though.

There seems to have been an
epidemic of this sort of thing late-
ly. Bobby Mills got up bright and
early Friday, April 20, and went
out to take a spin in his little
Crosley truck.

Upon looking where he had tied
it the previous night, he found that
it was missing.

After making a thorough search
of the campus and threatening half
the boys with bodily harm, he fi-
nally succeeded in finding his wan-
dering jalopy.

Where do you think it was?
Wrong! It was roosting about mid-
way up the stands in the football
stadium. 

Also missing on that particular
morning was a small English Ford
belonging to Miss Webb, a math
teacher. Miss Webb finally located
hers way down in centerfield on
the baseball field.

It seems the culprits did not
limit their activities to little things,
either. Also missing from its cus-
tomary place was the school ath-
letic bus. It was found alongside
Miss Webb’s car down in center-
field.

CCoolllleeggee ssttuuddeennttss kkiillll rreeccoorrdd
ssnnaakkee

On Wednesday night of last
week, three Pearl River College
students went out on a frog-gig-
ging trip, but instead of bringing
home frogs, they brought an extra
large cotton-mouth moccasin.

The students were Hillman
Breland, Glenn Jelen and Marco
Bolanos. The snake measured 54
inches in length, 9 inches in girth
and weighed 71/2 pounds.

The snake was killed in the J.S.
Moody pond located just north of
Poplarville. It is to be added to the
college biology collection.

Look back in time:
missing cars, snakes

Museum
receives
grant

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College Museum is
the recipient of a Conservation
Assessment Program (CAP) grant.

The program, funded by the
Institute of Museum and Library
Services, and administered by
Washington, D.C.-based Heritage
Preservation Foundation, provides
for an evaluation of museum col-
lections by museum professionals.

The $6,500 grant will provide
technical assistance in managing
collections in the museum.

Artifacts collected by museums
are extremely susceptible to dam-
age from a myriad of sources, ac-
cording to Ronn Hague, PRCC
Museum’s director. “A professional
conservator will spend two days
evaluating the artifacts we’ve col-
lected,” said Hague. “They will ex-
amine the artifacts and make rec-
ommendations as to how to best
preserve them. We have a responsi-
bility to our community to main-
tain and preserve those articles
that have been entrusted to us.”

Things as common as too much
light or too much moisture affect
documents. The museum staff has
attempted to maintain museum
standards in the facility, but with
Hurricane Katrina, the standards
were temporarily abandoned.

“We didn’t have a lot of damage,”
Hague said,  “but we had water in
the building.”

A visit from the American
Association for State and Local
History’s Disaster Recovery Team
reported no artifact damage.

Even though the team reported
no damage, Hague felt that
Heritage Preservation Found-
ation’s CAP was necessary to help
the museum set up a plan of action
to increase security for the arti-
facts in the museum.

Besides giving a report on the
current state of the museum’s col-
lection, the program’s preserva-
tionist will help the museum staff
formulate a plan of action to main-
tain a high standard in preserving
the college and its six-county dis-
trict’s artifacts and history.

The grant will also supply a
preservation architect to survey
the 61-year old building housing
the museum.

Pearl River Community College students, from left, Justin Harding of Picayune, Mary Mayzak of
Pearlington and Ashley Gipson of Bay St. Louis look over materials in the PRCC Museum as part of
their history class assignment.

History classes use
museum as source

POPLARVILLE - Stephen Black,
PRCC history instructor, began in-
troducing his students to PRCC’s
history through a “for credit” visit
to the college’s museum in
Hancock Hall last year.

His follow-up of the students’
impression was quite impressive,
so he repeated the program again
this year.

To date, more than 75 students
have taken advantage of this se-
mester’s program and have learned
some important facts about
PRCC’s history, such as:
Mississippi passed the first agri-
cultural high school bill in 1908;
Pearl River County Agricultural
High School first began classes on
Sept. 8, 1909; the school’s Board of
Trustees voted to add freshman
college courses to the PRCAHS
curriculum in 1920; the ROTC pro-
gram was begun in 1935, changing
the look and feel of the campus and
changing the everyday life of stu-

dents on campus.  
Students have been most favor-

able in their comments to museum
staff. Black echo’s their response.
“It’s a good opportunity for the stu-
dents to experience the museum,”
Black said.

Black became involved with the
museum through a viewing of the
DVD, “The Pearl River College
Story,” which is part of faculty ori-
entation each year. Since that time,
Black, a museum patron, added
the museum visit to his history
class.  “It allows them to experi-
ence the school’s past traditions,”
he added.

This year, Black is joined by fel-
low instructor Jim Walsh. Walsh’s
classes began visiting the museum
in November. 

Black said that between the two
classes “we should have close to
200 students participate.” 

He plans to make this an ongo-
ing part of his history classes.

General donates 100-year-old document to museum
Pearl River Community College

Museum recently received a
Poplarville High School diploma
and a photo dated 1906 from
Brigadier General John Hawkins
Napier, III. 

The objects belonged to Napier’s
aunt, Dora Etha Tate, his mother’s
sister. She was the daughter of
Eastman F. Tate (known as the fa-
ther of Picayune).

Although Tate was a long-time
resident of Picayune, he moved his
family to Poplarville from 1904 to
1908 to take advantage of the
schools while he built his Picayune
mansion, “Greystone.”

Though Tate only finished the
fourth grade at Aaron Academy in
Hancock County, he saw to it that
his children had the opportunity to
attend college. Before coming to
school in Poplarville, Dora Tate
was educated by her skull-capped
tutor, “old Bill Brooks.”  He was re-
placed by a governess, Miss Emma
Daniels.

According to Poplarville’s sec-
ond newspaper, The Free Press,
published from 1892 until 1937,
high school education in
Poplarville began with the found-
ing of Poplarville High School in
the spring of 1892. 

A massive wooden school build-
ing was erected and a 1,000 seat

auditorium was later added.  The
school became an institution of ac-
claim under the lead of south
Mississippi educator, W. I.
Thames. 

Known throughout the nation as
one of the finest boarding high
schools in the south, it pulled in
students from as far away as
California.

General Napier has strong ties
to Poplarville and Picayune.  His
father, John Hawkins Napier, Jr.
graduated valedictorian from Pearl
River County Agricultural High
School’s first class.  Beginning his
education at Pearl River as a fresh-
man in 1909, the year the school
was founded, the elder Napier
went on to Mississippi A&M (now
Mississippi State) where he re-
ceived his Bachelor’s. He attend
University of California for his
Master’s, and Stanford for his doc-
torate. He moved the family back
to Mississippi in 1943 to become
the Superintendent of Picayune
Schools.  He was married to Lena
Mae Tate. 

The younger Napier is no
stranger to Pearl River County.
Born in Berkley, CA in 1925, he
visited “home” on numerous occa-
sions before his family moved back
to Picayune. He graduated from
the University of Mississippi in

1949, earned a master’s from
Auburn in 1967 and holds an hon-
orary doctorate from Napier
University in Edinborgh, Scotland.
He used his degree in history
when he researched and wrote the
book “Lower Pearl River’s Piney
Woods: its land and people,” a
book about the history of Pearl
River and Hancock counties pub-
lished in 1985.

“This is important,” said Napier
about the document he donated,
“because my family has always
been deeply interested in public
education.”

He went on to say that both his
Napier grandparents had college
degrees; his grandfather a doctor-
ate from Southern Normal College
and his grandmother a B. S. from
the normal college at Houston,
MS.  Napier’s mother also held a
post graduate degree from Judson
College in Marion, AL.  

The diploma and photo, a few
months shy of 100 years old, has
been preserved and placed with
the museum’s artifacts. 

“It will command a principal
place in a planned exhibit on early
education in PRCC’s six county
district,” said Ronn Hague, muse-
um director.

Napier resides with his wife in
Ramer, Ala.
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POPLARVILLE - Following six
weeks of workouts and several ex-
hibition games this fall, new Pearl
River Community College head
baseball coach Jamie
McMahon says Wildcat
fans have something ex-
citing to look forward to
next spring.

“I like our team be-
cause we are very athlet-
ic; something you can’t
really teach,” said
McMahon. “We are
young (22 new faces).
We won’t have as much
power as we had last
year, but we will have
speed. Our first seven guys in the
lineup run seven flat in the 60-yard
dash.”

The Wildcats will be trying to
improve on last year’s school
record 46-12 mark and No. 1 rank-
ing in the final NJCAA Division II
poll.

McMahon, an assistant under
previous head coach Jay Artigues
for three years, and his new coach-
ing staff spent fall drills evaluating
the players and putting them in the
right places. 

“We wanted to teach them our
system and paid attention to the
little things in the game,” said
McMahon. “I was pleased. As we
got near the end of the fall, they all
started clicking. Come spring,
they will pick it up a little more
and I think we will be a good
club.”

Matching last year’s success
won’t be easy. Only four starters
return from a team that hit .340,
including the entire outfield.

The pitching staff returns only

one starter in sophomore P.J.
Treadway of Picayune, who has al-
ready signed with Southeastern
Louisiana, where Artigues is now

the head coach. 
Sophomore transfer

Baron Short, a 6-foot-5
righthander who pitched
at Alcorn State
University last season,
headlines the pitching
newcomers. Short has
signed with Southern-
Baton Rouge.

McMahon also ex-
pects freshman Heath
Stevens of Picayune,

Chris Hartfield of Biloxi
and Brandon Hodge of Poplarville
to be starters, as well as southpaw
Wayne Smith of Oak Grove, who is
recovering from an elbow injury.

McMahon says sophomore Jody
Lee of Picayune and freshman Kyle
Lindsey of Purvis will provide
bullpen depth. “In the past, we
have had four pitchers who have
dominated, but this year, we have
eight or nine guys who will pitch a
lot for us,” said McMahon.

Grenada freshman Johnny Allen
tops the list of catchers, although
he must recover from an ankle in-
jury. Freshman Edward Joe of
Ridgeland provides depth there.

McMahon has penciled in soph-
omore Chris Stewart of Picayune
as the third baseman. Stevens and
Petal freshman Zac Tisdale are
competing at shortstop, sopho-
more Dustin Thibodeaux of
Picayune and freshman Jeremy
Green of Purvis are at second base,
and freshman Brock White of
Columbia and Lindsey are at first.

The returning outfield features

sophomores J.P. Moreaux of
Picayune (hit .355 last year) in
left, Grant Hogue of Oak Grove
(.301) in center and Rene Ritchie
of Thibidaux, La. (.276) in right.

“With the speed we will have, I
expect us to play a lot of small ball,
creating some things, maybe apply
some pressure on the defense with
our speed,” said McMahon.
“When you pitch well and play
good defense, you always have a
chance to win. And those will be
our strong points.”

As a result of Hurricane Katrina,
the PRCC baseball stadium will
have some changes. The first-base
dugout, destroyed by the storm, is
being renovated to be under-
ground, like the third-base dugout.

The grandstand cover tin is due
in this month. New lights are ex-
pected to be installed in time for
the season opener (Feb. 10-11 vs.
Bossier (La.) Parrish.

The Wildcats play a 50-game
schedule. The MACJC State
Tournament will be played at the
home of  the Central Division
champion.

The 46 wins in 2005 was a new
single season record for wins at
PRCC. The previous record was 42
(2002 & 2005). Pearl River won
its second consecutive conference
championship and its third in the
last four seasons. 

The Wildcats also advanced to
the state playoffs for the fourth
consecutive season and is the only
team in the MACJC to qualify for
the state tournament for 4 straight
seasons. 

Assisting McMahon this season
are Reggie Richardson, Nate
Murray and Justin Byrd.

PRCC baseball coach pleased with fall workouts

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College women’s soft-
ball coach Leigh White feels confi-
dent about her 2006 team follow-
ing five weeks of fall workouts and
exhibition games.

White, beginning her third sea-
son at PRCC, believes her team
will be a contender when the
spring season gets here. 

“We are young, but
very, very talented and
scrappy,” said White.
“Because of Hurricane
Katrina, we only had one
week of practice before
playing some exhibition
games. We got some
things accomplished, but
we also see how much
work is ahead of us be-
fore next season.”

Last year’s PRCC team
finished with a 19-14 overall
record and 10-7 mark in the South
Division. The Lady Wildcats failed
to qualify for the state playoffs.

“We are focusing a lot on condi-
tioning right now to get mentally
and physically prepared,” said
White. “We had a lot of growing up
to do this fall as far as learning our
system. They have come a long
way since the first day of school.”

Hurricane Katrina had an im-
pact on the PRCC team, both from
a player standpoint and facilities.
“Out of 15 players on the team,
five of them had problems, and
two of them lost everything they

had,” said White. Two other play-
ers also chose not to return to
school due to the storm.

As for the softball facilities,
Katrina destroyed both dugouts,
blew down a portion of the outfield
fence and half of the stadium roof
is gone. The fence is back up, and
work has begun on two new un-

derground dugouts, simi-
lar to the underground
dugouts at the adjacent
baseball field. 

The stadium roof will
be repaired, and new
lights may be up in time
for a high school tourna-
ment Feb. 17-18.           

“When the work is all
finished, it will look bet-
ter than it did before the
storm,” said White. “If

the lights are up and ready
to go, we will play our games at 3
and 5 o’clock so more fans can
come watch us play.”

As for the team itself, White lost
nine starters off last year’s team,
including pitcher Whitney Vamos.
White says look for sophomore
Jennifer Sims of Pascagoula (11-6
record last season) and freshman
Lainie Anderson of Port Sulphur,
La., to be the top pitchers.

“Jennifer has about five pitches
and Lainie has two or three pitch-
es,” said White. “Both of them will
pitch a good bit for us. Big thing
now is to get them in shape and
ready to go by February.”

Traci Breland of Poplarville and
Kim Kelly of Hattiesburg are a cou-
ple of returning sophomores who
will have to step up this year.
Breland is an infielder and Kelly a
catcher, along with freshman
Jessica Scallan of Metairie, La.

Players who will be counted on
for power at the are Scallan, fresh-
man infielder Morgan Necaise of
Hancock, freshmen Jesse
Stockstill of Poplarville, Krystal
Penton of Picayune and sopho-
more Amber Gray of Meridian.

Other players on the team in-
clude sophomore Brittney Pigott
of Poplarville, and freshmen Sasha
Franklin and Sunny Grabert of
Foxworth, Carley Lowe of Sandy
Hook, Kaci Williams of Hurley,
and Courtney Vincent of Hancock.

“We are going to have to have a
lot of freshmen step up and play
well for us,” said White. “Hitting
wise, we will be okay. Some of
them can take charge in the bat-
ting box. Pitching wise, we will be
okay if we stay healthy.”

White’s assistant coach again
this year is Felicia Gonzales, a for-
mer pitcher for the University of
Southern Mississippi.

PRCC will compete in the South
Division against Gulf Coast,
Southwest, Copiah-Lincoln and
Jones Junior College. The first-
place team in the South Division
will host the state tournament.
The Lady Wildcats will open the
season Feb. 21 at East Central.

Softball coach feels good about Lady Wildcats

McMahon

White

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College Head Soccer
Coach Patrick Hayes was voted
the Mississippi Association of
Community & Junior College’s
Women’s Soccer Coach of the Year
recently by fellow coaches from
throughout the state.

Hayes, who has been
coaching soccer since
1996, is in his second
year as the men’s and
women’s head soccer
coach at PRCC. The
2005 Lady Wildcats, a
young team with 15
freshmen, were the first-
ever PRCC women’s soc-
cer team to win the
MACJC State Soccer
Championship with a 2-1
victory over Mississippi Gulf
Coast College this October.

Last season, the Lady Wildcats
finished 8-4-2, and three Wildcats
were named to the 2004 NJCAA
Academic all-American team.

“I am proud to receive this
recognition from my fellow coach-
es,” said Hayes. “Assistant Coach
Chad Hampton and I
have worked hard to
bring in quality fresh-
men. We coach students

to play quality
soccer through
organization
and by devel-
oping strate-
gies to move
the ball down
the field. Each
player knows
what their roll is
on the field.”

This summer, Hayes
received a National “B”

coaching license through a course
conducted by the United States
Federations Coaching School in
Deerfield Massachusetts. Hayes is
a member of the Mississippi
Olympic Development soccer staff

and head coach in the Mississippi
Gulf Coast Men’s Soccer League.

Hayes resides in Poplarville with
his wife Nikki Hayes,
and they are expecting
their first child in
December.

■ Meanwhile, sopho-
more Erin Holder of Oak
Grove, a center-midfielder
for the Lady Wildcats, was
named second-team All-
American.

Said Hayes, “Erin was the
glue that held all the pieces
together for us.”

■Five PRCC soccer play-
ers made the All-Region 23

first team.
Joining Holder from the Lady

Wildcats were Nikki Shows of Forrest
County AHS and Haadi Likely of
Gautier.

Named to the men’s team from Pearl
River Community College  were Zach
Crawford and Hagen Napier, both of
Oak Grove High School.

Hayes

Holder

Hayes voted coach of the year

Pearl River Community College freshman forward Jamar Flowers (12) of White Castle, La., drives to the
basket against East Mississippi Community College in an earlier game this year. Flowers is one of eight
freshmen on the Wildcat basketball team.

Pearl River Community College freshman guard Laterrica Booth (24) of Bassfield works her way around
this East Mississippi Community College player in a recent game. Booth is one of 10 freshmen players
for the Lady Wildcats this season. Basketball photos by Mitch Deaver.

Pearl River Community College freshman Patton Stanley (5) moves the basketball down the floor
against East Mississippi Community College earlier this season. Stanley played his high school basket-
ball at Wayne Academy in Waynesboro.

Wildcats break for holidays
POPLARVILLE - Pearl River

Community College’s men’s and
women’s basketball teams have
wrapped up their pre-Christmas
Holiday schedule for 2005.

The Pearl River men dropped a
77-49 decision to Northeast
Community College in Booneville
Saturday. Alton Robinson and
Wesley Jones each had 10 points
to lead the Wildcats, who finished
the 2005 portion of their schedule
with a 5-5 record.

The Pearl River women dropped
an 82-50 decision to Northeast.
The Lady Wildcats, behind 42-25
at the half, were led by LaTerrica
Booth with 15 points and Shannon
Primos with 10. The Lady
Wildcats finished the 2005 portion
of their schedule with a 1-9 record.

Earlier last week, the Wildcats
demolished Itawamba’s Indians 71-
50 in the Poplarville High gymna-
sium, avenging their first loss of
the season at the hands of ICC. 

The Lady Wildcats, on the other
hand, picked up their only win
thus far in the 2005 hoops season
against Itawamba; but stumbled to
a 56-46 loss to the Lady Indians. 

ICC defeated the Wildcats 74-64
in Fulton, while PRCC’s women
took a 58-52 victory over the Lady
Indians Nov. 10. 

Jones, of Beatrice, La., scored 13
of his game-high 26 points in the
first 10 minutes of the second half.

His bucket at the 10:10 mark
capped a 20-7 run by the Wildcats
to open the second half action. 

Four minutes later, forward

Alton Robinson, a Colorado State
signee, made good on a three-point
play to put PRCC up by 20, 59-39.

In women’s action, the two
teams battled to a 26-26 stalemate
at the intermission, but Pearl
River’s paltry 26.7 percent (eight
of 30) shooting percentage in the
second half doomed the Lady
Wildcats. PRCC shot 57.1 percent
(12 of 21) from the field in the first
half. 

Booth led PRCC with 12 points
(seven rebounds, four assists),
while Dee Robertson of North
Forrest scored 11 and hauled in a
team-high 11 boards.

The basketball season will re-
sume on Thursday, Jan. 5, when
the Wildcats hosts Mississippi
Delta. 
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Despite Katrina’s wrath, PRCC
still present in Hancock County

KKaattee CCrraafftt ooff BBaayy SStt.. LLoouuiiss
I believe that Katrina had

brought everyone down so far that
the only way to go was up. I real-
ized that I could not let this situa-
tion bring me down. I had to be
strong and not give up on my
dreams. 

Although I am going to school in
a trailer, I am grateful I am back. It
amazes me how much the school
didn’t give up on getting the stu-
dents back. Being at school is a
privilege and I am very grateful.

BBllaaiinnee LLaaFFoonnttaaiinnee ooff BBaayy SStt..
LLoouuiiss

Coming back to school is the
closest I could get to normalcy, and
since it is the only part of my life
that wasn’t blown away by the
storm.

The word normal is a little far-
fetched if that is what I were to say
my life is like now because my fam-
ily is now separated all over the
country, and businesses and com-
munities were obliterated.

School is the only thing that I
can go to, excel in, and move for-
ward with in my life for the time
being, since everything else has
come to a raging halt. 

Amongst the awkward condi-
tions I live in, the classroom is a
place where my mind can focus
and relax.

MMeelliissssaa MMaarrttiinn
With the unexpected devastation

caused by Hurricane Katrina, re-
turning to school was the last thing
on my mind. But I was not going to
let the devastation take the one
thing I had left and that was my
dreams. I have always let reasons
stand in my way of not returning to
school.

I decided that I had to want it
bad enough to return, and I did.
Even though life throws many
curve balls and mother nature can
knock us down, we can overcome
by rising back above it and pursu-
ing our dreams.

JJoossii NNeeccaaiissee ooff KKiillnn
Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf

Coast really hard, but it gave me a
chance to realize just how fortu-
nate my family and I were and how
lucky we were to have one another.
Luckily, I recovered from the storm
fully. I returned to school because I
knew that I had the means of going
to school still available. My educa-
tion is of the upmost of importance
to me.

MMiicchhaaeell MMoonnjjuu ooff KKiillnn
I came back to school to get

away from all the storm-related
stuff going on. At work and home
there is still a lot of clean up to do.
On the road all you see is clean-up
crews. School is still the same. All
we are expected to do is learn.

It gives us time to get our minds
off everything going on right now.
You can’t let things like this mess
up your life. There are also a lot of
people living with me right now
and getting away for a while helps.

BBeetthhaannyy FFaavvrree ooff BBaayy SStt.. LLoouuiiss
The devastation and stress

Hurricane Katrina left behind was
not going to change my mind
about going to school. 

I was not going to let Hurricane
Katrina put anymore delays in my
life than it already had. I was de-
termined that I was going back to
Pearl River Community College no
matter how much damage
Hurricane Katrina Left behind.

I wanted to go back to college to
achieve my goals to become a
nurse. Hurricane Katrina changed
my life enough, and I refuse to let
this natural disaster hold my edu-
cation and goals up.

SSttaacceeyy LLeeSSiieeuurr ooff PPeeaarrlliinnggttoonn
In the midst of Katrina’s destruc-

tion, I made it my first priority to
return to school because I refuse to
put my future on hold due to a hur-
ricane. I realized that if I did not re-
turn immediately (to school) that I
might not return at all. It is incred-
ibly easy to have a scapegoat to get
out of school, especially in a time
like this. 

However, this is a perfect time to
continue my education and have
something to occupy my mind in-
stead of drowning in self-pity.
Furthermore, school is not all
about learning but about making
friendships as well.

School gives me a chance to
make friends and hear other stu-
dents’ stories of loss and survival.
After all, these are the friendships I
am having to rely on since Katrina
has scattered many of my friends,
family, and former classmates all
over the United States.

PRCC students
in Hancock Co.
grateful to be
back in school 

WWhhiittnneeyy LLeewwiiss ooff PPiiccaayyuunnee
The devastation of Hurricane

Katrina had me wondering if I
wanted to come back to school or
not. I have lost my home along
with the material things I once
had. However, I could not just keep
weeping about it; I had to have
strength and continue doing what
is best for me in the future. 

Even though the disaster has
brought me down, I still wanted to
continue school. I wanted to con-
tinue school, so I could get my ca-
reer started and live up to all my
dreams. I also wanted to make my
parents happy and accomplish a
goal that they never had a chance
to do. Everything happens for a
reason, but through the grace of
God I know I will make it through
this disaster and be better for it.

JJeessssiiccaa MMoonnjjuu ooff KKiillnn
Aug. 29, 2005 was a day that

changed my life forever. When I
learned that our PRCC center was
destroyed, it really upset me be-
cause I had already put college off
for four years. Until I received the
call that we would be resuming
class, I was afraid that not every-
thing in my life would be normal.
Knowing that PRCC pulled every-
thing together for us to keep con-
tinuing our dreams really means a
lot to me. 

DDaapphhnnee LLaaddnneerr ooff KKiillnn
Being out of school for six weeks

was not an enjoyment. Every time
the generator would crank, I would
run to the TV to watch the bottom
screen of WLOX news to see when
PRCC would resume classes. I
wanted to return to my normal
routine of daily life. Finishing
school is something that I am
doing for my daughter, Braleigh,
and me. Without PRCC I would
not be whole.

CCaannddaaccee LLaaddnneerr ooff PPaassss
CChhrriissttiiaann

Returning to school was one of
the first things on my mind after I
knew that the storm had not dam-
aged my home and that all of my
family was safe. After all the devas-
tation surrounding my community
and all over the Gulf Coast, noth-
ing seemed to be normal. Coming
back to school would show a small
piece of the beginning of recon-
struction. Even though the
Hancock Center was destroyed,
classes resumed after a short, what
I like to call, “break.”

DDeevviinn BBeessaannccoonn ooff WWaavveellaanndd
After Hurricane Katrina hit, I

thought I would never be able to
get my life back how it was before.
Katrina changed so much for my
family and me. Then one day I got
a letter in the mail saying school
would reopen. I realized I would be
able to at least start getting my life
back to normal. Hurricane Katrina
may have destroyed many things,
but she did not destroy our hopes
and dreams.

CChhrriiss MMaarrsshhaallll ooff LLoonngg BBeeaacchh
There are many reasons why I

returned to school after Hurricane
Katrina. I did not want anything to
interrupt my education, including
the biggest U.S. natural disaster in
history, I did not want to lose my
scholarship, and I don’t want to let
my family down. My family is ex-
pecting me to complete college.

BBrreetttt BBrreellaanndd ooff WWaavveellaanndd
Because of the extensive damage

Hurricane Katrina did to my home
and the Hancock Center, I thought
that there would be no school for
about a year. When I found out
that we were going to actually have
classes, I was thrilled. School, my
family, and my friends are all that I
really had left. School is my top
priority. Even though Hurricane
Katrina took my things, it will
never take my dreams.

MMiikkee WWiilllliiaammssoonn ooff KKiillnn
When classes resumed so did I. I

did so because I want to attain
what I started towards, a degree in
Engineering. When I successfully
finish school and go back into the
working world, I hope to be well
off when I am forced to retire.

KKeevviinn SScchhaauummbbuurrgg ooff WWaavveellaanndd
I decided to return to school

after the storm because I knew the
longer I waited the harder it would
be to return to school.

WWeesslleeyy OOlliivveerr ooff KKiillnn
I came back to school because it

got my mind off all the damage. It
was hard sitting around all day
with nothing to do and just looking
at stuff that used to be standing. I
came back to school to finish up
and then transfer to a university to
make my life better.

Students see
returning to
school as sign 
of normalcy

WAVELAND - Cleanup operations have been underway for some time at the Hancock Center, which was devastated by Hurricane Katrina.
Plans are to have portable classrooms operational in the Center parking lot for the 2006 spring semester.  Photo by Pamela Luke.

By KYLE BOEHL
Special to Dixie Drawl

Like many others, I too have suf-
fered from the destruction left be-
hind from Hurricane Katrina.

I never dreamed I would have
had to evacuate my house; I never
thought I would have had to wait
to see what was left, and I could
not conceive what awaited my ar-
rival at my house or what was left
of it.

People that were left with noth-
ing may never return. Some others
may never return in their fear of
coming to their home to see noth-
ing. The three steps for leaving the
premises for a hurricane are evacu-
ating, waiting, and returning.

When my family and I heard the
evacuation warning for the hurri-
cane we were not intending to go.

My mother had called the P.O.A. in
front of Diamondhead to ask if we
had to evacuate and they had said,
“yes.” We quickly packed our be-
longings and dogs, then left, think-
ing we would be back the next day.

We drove for six hours looking
for a place to stay with no luck; we
ended staying at a rest area near
Mobile the first night. The next
morning we drove to Montgomery
and found a hotel to stay in.

We never thought we would be
there for five days. We waited in
torment awaiting word about
Diamondhead, Mississippi.

We never got any information on
what had happened because the
news mainly covered New
Orleans. After staying in the hotel
for five nights, we decided to go to
Cincinnati, Ohio, for refuge at my
grandmother’s house.

My family and I waited there for
one week. My sister was being en-
rolled into a school there to keep
up with her studies. Meanwhile,
my parents and I were headed
home towards Diamondhead.

Upon our arrival into
Mississippi, we saw trees uproot-
ed, downed power lines and man-
gled billboards. When we had ar-
rived in Diamondhead, it was not
the same.

All of the south side of
Diamondhead had been destroyed.
Family, friends, and many others
had lost their homes, their liveli-
hood, and some, their lives. When
we arrived at our house, we saw
that the house was still standing
and that it only had a hole in the
roof.

Once we unpacked, we began
cleaning the yard of debris. One

week later, we went to go get my
sister and bring her back.

A numerous amount of people
had been affected by the devasta-
tion left by Hurricane Katrina.

Some people believed they could
stay through this hurricane with-
out being told to evacuate.

People never thought they
would have to wait such a long, ag-
onizing period of time to see what
was left.

Most people returned and came
to their residence to discover noth-
ing, expecting to still have every-
thing.

This trip home has been a life-
changing experience for my family
and others to think twice before
thinking of staying in our houses
during a hurricane.

■ KKyyllee BBooeehhll iiss aa PPRRCCCC ssttuuddeenntt
ffrroomm DDiiaammoonnddhheeaadd..

Many were affected by Katrina’s devastation

By TIFFANY WHITFIELD
Special to the Dixie Drawl

On Aug. 27, 2005, two days be-
fore Hurricane Katrina hit, my
boyfriend, Jerrod, and I were visit-
ing his family in Louisiana. That
morning I had awakened to what I
thought was going to be a normal
Saturday, but, as we walked into
the living room, we noticed that all
of his family were gathered around
the television.

They looked as if they were all in
shock. We found out quickly that
this was because a possible catego-
ry five hurricane was headed our
way. We were in Plaquemines
Parish, La., the southern most
point of Louisiana, and we were
under mandatory evacuation.

That evening, Jerrod and I got
our things together and headed for
Picayune where my mother lives.
When we got to Picayune, we were
so exhausted that we ate and went
straight to bed. On Sunday, we
tried to get everything that might
fly around tied down and put up,
and then we sat around the televi-
sion watching the news and won-
dering what we should do.

As Katrina strengthened, with
every hour that passed, we decid-
ed it was too late to head north

and that we would have to ride it
out at my mom’s house. We went
to bed that night and were awak-
ened around 5 a.m. Monday morn-
ing from the sounds made by the
strong winds and rain. Around 7
a.m., the rain was starting to really
come down, and the wind was re-
ally picking up. The trees were
breaking in half, and shingles and
other debris were flying all over.

My mom got my little brother up
and told us to get some things to-
gether and follow her to my Aunt
Tina’s house. She said we would be
safer there because her sister’s
house is brick and did not have a
lot of trees around it. My mom’s
house is wood and has large oaks
around it. The drive over there
was probably one of the scariest
times of my life.

Normally, it only takes 10 min-
utes to get there, but this time it
took us about 45 minutes to an
hour. Trees and power lines were
falling down all around us. It
looked as if we were in an aban-
doned city, with hardly any people
in sight. When we reached my
aunt’s house, we all ran in and sat
down for awhile and told her about
our drive over.

We wanted to go outside under
her carport and watch, but the

weather was really unbelievable. 
The trees were breaking in half,

falling down, and being ripped
right out of the ground. This all
continued for hours, until sudden-
ly everything was calm, and we re-
alized that the eye of the storm
was passing over us.

After a few minutes, everyone
walked outside to look around at
the damage. It was unbelievable! 

Trees were blocking the streets,
debris and other objects (shingles,
wood, tin, shed, etc.) were every-
where. Some things were just to-
tally ripped apart; a lot of homes
were destroyed. The sight we saw
was so sad, and the storm wasn’t
even over yet.

Jerrod and I went back inside
and sat down on the couch, figur-
ing the eye would be over soon.

That wasn’t the case; the eye
lasted about an hour, but it seemed
like forever. We finally fell asleep,
and when we awoke, the second
half of the storm was hitting. 

It was finally Monday evening,
and the storm had ended, leaving
devastation to many people.

Jerrod and I wanted to leave and
go check on other family members.
We had no phone service and
could not get in touch with any-
one, but we couldn’t leave because

all the roads were blocked.
We had to stay at my aunt’s

house another night and just wait.
The next day, some men with
chainsaws cut a path through the
roads, so everyone who lived in
that area could get out. 

It was so hot and no one had
power; therefore, there was no hot
water, and the showers were freez-
ing cold. It was miserable. We de-
cided to go to my dad’s because he
had a generator, and we could at
least have some electricity. We
were able to hook up an air condi-
tioner, but we still had to take cold
showers. We had to wash our
clothes by hand.

Everyone was without power for
at least two weeks. I was so thank-
ful when we got it back. I did not
realize how blessed we are to have
the things we have. We take so
many things for granted, such as,
to be able to do all the day-to-day
activities we do, watch television,
take a hot shower, use appliances,
go to the stores and buy things any
time we want, go to restaurants,
drive places, etc...

This has been an unforgettable
experience, and even though it left
so much devastation, it is now a
big part of our history.

■ TTiiffffaannyy WWhhiittffiieelldd iiss aa PPRRCCCC
ssttuuddeenntt ffrroomm HHaannccoocckk CCoouunnttyy..

Experience with Katrina was a scary one

Pearl River Community College
counselor Jim Moore helps
nursing student Joanna Tebo of
Picayune with her spring 2006
schedule.  Moore spent two
days earlier this month helping
students arrange their schedules
in the trailer that serves as the
Hancock Center at Stennis
International Airport. The trailer
has two classrooms, one bath-
room, and a closet-size office.
English instructor and Hancock
Center interim director, Maggie
Smith, uses the office to plan
classes and as a miniature li-
brary.

Hancock
sessions
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SSoopprraannoo
Leslie Armstrong of Poplarville, Becky Barber of

Sumrall, Leslie Burge of Lumberton, Leslie Carlisle of
Lumberton, Emily Davis of Popalrville, Regan Deal of
Columbia, Sarah Dearmin of Picayune, Jennifer
Geiger of Columbia, Melissa Graham of Purvis,
Amanda Husted of Sumrall, Ashley Miller of
Picayune, Anya Nunez of Poplarville, Paula Odom of
Poplarville, Lessia Owens of  Poplarville, Claire
Pearce of New Orleans, Leigh Rich of Lumberton,

Sarah Rose of  Picayune, Brianna Stark of Lumberton,
Wynde Tolar of Columbia, Ashley Veerkamp of
Picayune, and Hope Wakefield of Carnes.

AAllttoo
Tarah Adams of Columbia, Kyla Brewton of

Columbia, Faith Davis of Picayune, Samantha Dyess
of Bassfield, Erin Fortenberry of Prentiss, Shayla
Graham of Columbia, Jacey Grubbs of Picayune,
Stacy Herring of Poplarville, Jessica Hubbell of
Hattiesburg, Courtney Johnson of Bay St. Louis,

Alesha Lindsey of Picayune, Taylor Moran of Biloxi,
Katie Morgan of Laurel, Amy Nolan of Columbia,
Laurie Oglesby of  Hattiesburg, Shelley Pittman of
Columbia,  Hallie Raborn of Purvis, Anna Sanford of
Columbia, Jessica Stuart of Purvis, and Rosie Willard
of  Hattiesburg. 

TTeennoorr
Brett Barnes of Carriere, Jamarl Breland of

Picayune, Sebe Dale IV of Columbia, Chris Foxworth
of Foxworth, Jamie Ingram of Laurel, William Jones of

Lumberton, TJ Jordan of Picayune, Christopher
Miller of Hattiesburg, Daniel Porter of Hurley,
Michael Schafer of Hattiesburg, Adam Slinkard of
Ellettsville, Ind., and Isaac White of Columbia. 

BBaassss
Bruce Blakeney of  Poplarville, Robbie Brock of Carriere,

Peter Caruso of  Lumberton, Brian Flanner of Purvis, Chad
Fountain of Columbia, Curtis Hart of Picayune, Antonio
Holder of Picayune, Terrod Jackson of Columbia, Devon
Laird of Lumberton, Rickey Raine of Poplarville, and Cliff
Worley of Carriere. 

The PRCC Fine Arts and Communications Department presented the 21st annual Christmas Vespers on Dec. 6, 2005 in
Malone Chapel. Dr. Mark Malone, Conductor; Mrs. Hope Drummond, Piano. Photos by Ronn Hague.  

The Pearl River Singers
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Construction on a new
women’s dormitory (168
rooms) and a men’s dor-
mitory (114 rooms) on the
Poplarville campus began
in July, 2005.
They are expected to be
complete by August,
2006. Each room will be
semi-private with its own
bathroom. The dormito-
ries will have two stories.
The dorms were designed
by Hattiesburg architect
Don McCleskey.
The general contractor is
Witherington
Construction Co., of
Mobile, Ala.
Photos by Mitch Deaver

The Mississippi Association of Community-Junior
Colleges has announced its North and South division
All-State football selections for the 2005 season.

The MACJC South Division honorees include:
SSOOUUTTHH DDIIVVIISSIIOONN
FFiirrsstt TTeeaamm OOffffeennssee
WIDE RECEIVER: Tony Burks (Mississippi Gulf

Coast, 6-4, 210, sophomore), LLaarrrryy FFrreeeemmaann ((PPeeaarrll
RRiivveerr,, 66--33,, 221100,, ffrreesshhmmaann), Coeric Riley (Gulf Coast, 6-
2, 190, freshman).

LINEMEN: George Christian (Hinds, 5-10, 320,
sophomore), Jacob Dykes (Gulf Coast, 6-2, 285, sopho-
more), Chris Goff (Gulf Coast, 6-3, 310, sophomore),
J.D. Hamilton (Co-Lin, 6-4, 295, sophomore), RRyyaann
SSeeffttoonn ((PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr,, 66--55,, 330000,, ssoopphhoommoorree))..

QUARTERBACK: JJiimmmmyy OOlliivveerr ((PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr,, 66--00,,
117700,, ssoopphhoommoorree))..

RUNNINGBACKS: Paul Cavett (Hinds, 5-10, 205,
sophomore), Dantrelle Savage (Gulf Coast, 5-9, 195,
sophomore).

KICK RETURNER: Jessie Burton (Southwest, 5-9,
180, sophomore).

PUNTER: Michael Story-Swancey (Jones, 6-0, 180,
sophomore).

KICKER: Jess Shelby (Hinds, 5-7, 180, freshman).
MVP/OFFENSIVE BACK: JJiimmmmyy OOlliivveerr ((PPeeaarrll

RRiivveerr,, 66--00,, 117700,, ssoopphhoommoorree))..
MVP/OFFENSIVE LINEMAN: J.D. Hamilton (Co-

Lin, 6-4, 295, sophomore).
COACH OF YEAR: Steve Campbell (Gulf Coast).
SSOOUUTTHH DDIIVVIISSIIOONN
SSeeccoonndd TTeeaamm OOffffeennssee
WIDE RECEIVER: DDeemmeettrriiuuss BByyrrdd ((PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr,, 66--

22,, 119900,, ffrreesshhmmaann)),, Jabary Gipson (Hinds, 6-1, 170,
sophomore), Chris Johnson (Hinds, 6-2, 215, sopho-
more).

LINEMEN: Michael Davis (Co-Lin, 6-1, 310, sopho-
more), Javares Dobbins (East Central, 5-10, 280, soph-
omore), Les George (Gulf Coast, 6-1, 310, sophomore),
Theo Stallings (Southwest, 6-2, 250, freshman), B.J.
Tilley (Jones, 6-1, 275, sophomore).

QUARTERBACK: Eric Walden (Gulf Coast, 6-1, 190,

sophomore).
RUNNINGBACKS: Marcus Crockett (Southwest, 5-

10, 190, sophomore), MMiikkee MMccCClleennddoonn ((PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr,, 55--
1100,, 118855,, ssoopphhoommoorree))..

KICK RETURNER: Paul Cavett (Hinds, 5-10, 205,
sophomore).

PUNTER: Nic Gunter (Co-Lin, freshman).
PLACEKICKER: Trey Read (Gulf Coast, freshman).
SSOOUUTTHH DDIIVVIISSIIOONN
FFiirrsstt TTeeaamm DDeeffeennssee
INTERIOR LINEMEN: Nigel Dawson (Jones, 6-4, 260,

sophomore), FFrraannkk HHaarrrryy ((PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr,, 66--44,, 229900,, ssoopphhoommoorree)),
Greg Hathorn (East Central, 6-2, 240, sophomore), Sean
Merrell (Gulf Coast, 6-3, 290, sophomore).

LINEBACKERS: Michael Johnson (Jones, 6-0, 235, sopho-
more), Rory Johnson (Hinds, 6-1, 245, sophomore), Paul
Talbert (East Central, 6-1, 230, sophomore).

DEFENSIVE BACKS: LeAndren Hicks (Hinds, 5-8,
175, freshman), Tristan Jackson (Jones, 5-9,

175, sophomore), Jarius Neal (East Central, 6-3, 218,
sophomore), SShhaallaammaarr WWaallkkeerr ((PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr,, 55--1111,, 117700,,
ssoopphhoommoorree))..

MVP/DEFENSIVE BACK: Rory Johnson (Hinds, 6-
1, 245, sophomore).

MVP/DEFENSIVE LINEMAN: Sean Merrill (Gulf
Coast, 6-3, 290, sophomore).

SSOOUUTTHH DDIIVVIISSIIOONN
SSeeccoonndd TTeeaamm DDeeffeennssee
INTERIOR LINEMEN: David Cooper (Hinds, 5-10, 260,

sophomore), BBrriiaann CCoouulltteerr ((PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr,, 66--55,, 224455,, ffrreesshhmmaann)),
Deon Gayles (Gulf Coast, 6-6, 280, freshman), James
Henderson (Southwest, 6-1, 220, sophomore), George
Maddox (E.Central, 6-2, 260, sophomore).

LINEBACKERS: Brushon Barnes (Southwest, 6-1, 230,
sophomore), CChhrriiss LLoowweerryy ((PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr,, 66--11,, 223300,, ssoopphhoo--
mmoorree)), Jwan Ward (Gulf Coast, 6-2, 200, sophomore).

DEFENSIVE BACKS: DDaannnnyy BBeellll ((PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr,, 66--33,,
119955,, ssoopphhoommoorree)), CChhaarrlleess BBrroowwnn ((PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr,, 66--33,, 222255,,
ssoopphhoommoorree)),, Craig Fox (Southwest, 6-1, 230, sopho-
more), Michael Fox (Gulf Coast, 5-11, 200, sopho-
more), Jarmaul George (Cop-Lin, 6-0, 175, sopho-
more).

MACJC 2005 All-State teamFinal NJCAA 2005
Football Poll

Place College Record Points
1. Glendale Community C. 11-0 120
2. Georgia Military College 9-2 100
3. Pearl River Community C.  8-1 97
4. Grand Rapids Community C.  9-2 89
5. Iowa Central Community C.   9-2 83
6. Northeast Okla. A&M CC 9-3 78
7. Trinity Valley Community C.   9-3 73
8. Snow (Utah) College 10-2 65
9. Coffeyville Community C.        9-3 44
10. Butler Community College 9-2 42
11. Dixie (Utah) State College      9-3 39
12.  Nassau (NY) Community C.    9-2 37
13. Miss. Gulf Coast Comm. C. 7-3 30
14. Minn. Technical College 10-1 23
15. Northeast Miss. Comm. C. 7-2 15
16.      Cisco (TX) Junior College 7-4 14
17.      Garden City (KS) Comm. C.     7-4 4
18.  Rochester (Minn.) Comm.C.    9-3 4
19. Wm. Rainey (IL) Comm. C.      7-3 2
20. Hudson (NY) Valley Comm. C.  6-4 1
20. N. Dakota State College 5-6  1

OOtthheerrss rreecceeiivviinngg vvootteess::
Binn (Texas) College (7-3); Dodge City (Kan.) Community College (7-

5); Itawamba Community College (6-2); Joliet (Ill.) Junior College (6-6).

Year Record
2002        7-3
2003      10-1
2004      12-0
2005        8-1
Total      37-5

Tim Hatten’s coaching
record at PRCC

Did you know:
■ That PRCC’s state championship this year is the 18th in the school’s history, the most of any junior
college in the state. The second most is Hinds with 13, followed by Jones JC with 12.
■ That it’s the third time in school history that PRCC has won at least three straight titles. The last came
in 1959-61. Pearl River won and/or shared four straight titles from 1925-29.
■ That the Wildcats finished 20-1 in two years with Jimmy Oliver as the quarterback. 
■ That the 2005 football state title was PRCC’s second state championship this fall. The Lady Wildcat
soccer teams also won the state title.  
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