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Egger given full-time
PRCC coaching job

Brownstone Center
hosting some big events

Ted Egger, named interim head foot-
ball coach in May, lost the interim part
of his title last week.

PRCC president Dr. Adam
Breerwood announced he will ask the
Board of Trustees to approve Egger as
full-time head coach at its November
meeting.

“We’ve stressed to all of our coach-
es to build champions on and off the
field,” said Breerwood. “I saw early in
the year, even though we struggled a
bit, that we had potentially the right guy
for the job, and I don’t know that we expected that at the begin-
ning of the year.”

Egger, 39, guided the Wildcats to a 5-4 record this season, 4-
2 in the MACJC South Division.

Egger’s team is also doing well in the classroom. The
Wildcats had 14 players finish with 4.0 grade-point averages in
the summer session, 26 are scheduled for early graduation in
December and nine players were recently inducted into Phi
Theta Kappa honor society.
n See story, page 16

Instructor Melinda Miller watches as students in her biolo-
gy lab put finger nail polish on azalea leaves as part of an
experiment.

Melinda Miller has been named 2017
Outstanding College Science Teacher by
the Mississippi Science Teachers
Association.

Miller, a biology instructor at Pearl
River Community College, received the
award at an Oct. 31 luncheon during the
association’s annual convention in Biloxi.

Miller has been a PRCC instructor since
August 2007 and teaches anatomy and
physiology and introduction to forensic
science in addition to biology. She is co-
sponsor of the PRCC Stem Club, a mem-
ber of the Honors Advisory Council and
the general education and Science
Olympiad committees. Miller has also
helped coordinate and teach the science
Kids Camps since they began at PRCC
two years ago.

“Ms. Miller’s students are held to a very
high standard,” Dr. Martha Lou Smith,

vice president for Poplarville campus and
instruction, wrote in a letter of recommen-
dation to the association. 

“Many of her students have dreams of
working in the medical profession -
specifically nursing or allied health relat-
ed fields. She works diligently to see stu-
dents improve and be prepared for future
biology related classes.”

Miller holds a bachelor’s degree in biol-
ogy and general science education from
Mississippi State University, master’s de-
grees in science education from the
University of Southern Mississippi and in
pharmaceutical sciences with specializa-
tion in forensics from the University of
Florida and a graduate certification in
forensic death investigation from the
College of Pharmacy at the University of
Florida.

Before becoming a full-time PRCC in-

structor, she was an adjunct instructor
while teaching full time at Hancock High
School.

“I have always told my students that
one of the most exciting aspects of biolo-
gy was that it is constantly changing,” she
said. 

“This is one of the reasons that I began
my journey to pursue my second master’s
in pharmaceutical sciences specializing in
forensic DNA and serology. This field was
still very young at the time I was in col-
lege. My students have always had a fas-
cination with the ‘CSI effect’ and that was
one way I could get them interested in my
lecture and lab material.”

The second degree allowed her to add a
forensics class to the PRCC curriculum.
She hopes to do additional post-graduate
work in the field and further expand the
PRCC curriculum.

Miller named Outstanding College Science Teacher

Pearl River Community College en-
rolled more than 4,800 students this fall, a
6.3 percent increase over last fall, a sign
that the two-year school continues to at-
tract students in search of a quality educa-
tion at an affordable price.

Figures compiled through mid-October
show 4,824 students enrolled at one of the
three PRCC campuses, satellite locations
or online.

“We are obviously pleased with the
confidence that our students have placed
in our college,” said PRCC President
Adam Breerwood. “As we move forward,
our efforts continue to focus on providing
high-quality higher educational experi-
ences for our students. We take the confi-

dence shown in us seriously.”
In fall 2016-17, PRCC had the largest

percentage increase (4.5 percent) in en-
rollment among the state’s 15 community
colleges.

“The office of recruitment has worked
diligently to connect with the community
and build strong partnerships with coun-
selors, teachers, administrators, parents and
potential students,” said Delana Harris, di-
rector of marketing and engagement.

“Being a presence in the community
and providing superior customer service
has been the foundation for success.
PRCC has also made institutional changes
that have aided in helping students suc-
ceed. Programs like ROAR (freshman ori-

entation), free on campus tutoring, and
making the scholarship process more effi-
cient have aided not only with student re-
cruitment but with retention efforts.”

Two areas of focus at PRCC in recent
years have been retention and increasing
the number of credit hours a full-time stu-
dent takes. 

This fall, PRCC students are taking 5.3
percent more credit hours over last fall.

“In order for us to retain students, we
have to help them grow and that means
providing the many different supports that
the students are going to need,” said Dr.
Martha Lou Smith, vice president for the
Poplarville campus and instruction.
n See ENROLLMENT, page 3

Fall enrollment continues to rise
Retention, recruitment efforts paying off

2017 Homecoming court 

Above, Carmen Douglas of Sumrall, center, is the Pearl River Community College homecoming queen for 2017. Her court
includes, from left, Forrest County Center freshman maid Sarah-Ashlyn Barber of Picayune, freshman maid Hailey Bernard
of Picayune, Hancock Center sophomore maid Haley Roberts of Kiln, sophomore maid Olivia Conley of Gulfport, sopho-
more maid Lauren Lee of Bassfield, Forrest County Center sophomore maid Patience Diggs of Bassfield, Hancock Center
freshman maid Alexus Palode of Pearlington and freshman maid Addison Smith of Poplarville.

Left, Pearl River Community
College homecoming queen
Carmen Douglas of Sumrall
is crowned by PRCC presi-
dent Dr. Adam Breerwood
on Oct. 21at Dobie Holden
Stadium. Looking on his her
father, John Douglas of
Sumrall.
PRCC Public Relations
photos
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Egger

The Wind Ensemble from the University of Southern
Mississippi will be in concert at 7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 13.
Reserved tickets are $15 and $10. Students can buy balcony
tickets for $5.

Denver and the Mile High Orchestra will present its 2017
Christmas Show at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 28. The group is a
modern-day horn band that plays a variety of music styles in-
cluding swing, rockabilly, jazz, pop, Latin and more. Reserved
tickets are $25 and $20. Student balcony tickets are $5.

The South Mississippi Ballet will stage The Nutcracker at 7
p.m. Friday, Dec. 9, and 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10. Tickets
are $20 and $15.

Veteran’s Day programs
scheduled on campuses

The Forrest County Center program will be at 11 a.m.
Thursday, Nov. 9, in the multipurpose room. Guest speaker will
be Michael McGee, senior VA certifying official at the
University of Southern Mississippi and a 23-year Army veteran.

The Poplarville program will be at 11 a.m. Friday, Nov. 10, in
the Brownstone Center. Guest speaker will be Dr. Benny
Hornsby, retired Navy officer and PRCC instructor.

The Spirit of the River marching band will represent PRCC in
the Veterans Day parade at 10 a.m. Nov. 10 in Hattiesburg.

Registration for spring
classes gets underway

Registration for spring semester classes began Monday.
Students must have an assigned advisor to register. Those

who don’t have an advisor or don’t know who it is, can click
“Find My Advisor” in RiverGuide. They also should check their
PRCC email for messages from the advisor.

Students need to make appointments with their advisor to dis-
cuss their schedule before registering.

Anyone with questions, should contact the Office of Student
Success at 601 403-1250 or advisement@prcc.edu.

Dorm students take note
Dormitory students planning to stay in their rooms for the

spring semester must reapply for housing.
Complete a housing application by Friday, Nov. 17, in

RiverGuide.
Students must have a completed class schedule for sping by

Thursday, Nov. 30, to keep their room reservation.
Anyone with questions can contact the Office of Residence

Life at 601 403-1412 or cawilliams@prcc.edu.

A history and geography instruc-
tor at the Forrest County Center is
Pearl River Community College’s
Humanities Teacher of
the Year.

Cheri Alder will re-
ceive a $500 honorari-
um from the Mississippi
Humanities Council at a
Feb. 16 luncheon hon-
oring teachers from
across the state.

The honor carries
with it a requirement to
present a public lecture
about a topic of interest
to the recipient. Alder
will present “What’s in Your Attic?
Returning Nazi-Looted Art” at
12:15 p.m. Nov. 16 at the Forrest
County Center.

Alder has taught full time at
PRCC since 2010 and as an ad-
junct instructor for two years be-
fore that.

“I love teaching classes, and I

love history,” she said. “Students
tell me all the time that a teacher’s
enthusiasm makes a class so much

more interesting, and
that’s what I aspire to
do. I aspire to in-
spire.” 

She holds a liberal
arts bachelor’s degree
and a master’s degree
in history from
Southeastern Lou-
isiana University. 

While at
Southeastern, she re-
ceive a Presidential
Award which earned

her a teaching assistant position at
the University of Southern
Mississippi where she did addi-
tional graduate work in history.

Her primary area of study is the
World War II homefront. Her lec-
ture grew from that emphasis com-
bined with an interest in the cultur-
al arts.

Alder

Alder Humanities
Teacher of Year 

Thanksgiving break is coming
up. PRCC will be closed the
week of Thanksgiving.
Classes will resume and offices
reopen at 8 a.m. on Monday,
Nov. 27.

n The Voices perform at
Homecoming, page 9
n Homecoming a festive

occasion, page 11
n Sports Hall of Fame

recognitions, page 11
n Pictures from the

Homecoming football game,
page 16

Big sports
weekend
Soccer Wildcats
capture MACJC
state crown
See page 14

Football Wildcats
finish 2017 season
with 5-4 record
See page 16
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Pearl River Community College offers equal ed-
ucation and employment opportunities. The
College does not discriminate on the basis of race,
religion, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, age, national origin, veteran status, or dis-
ability. For inquiries regarding the non-discrimina-
tion policies or to request accommodations, spe-
cial assistance, or alternate format publication
please contact Tonia Moody Seal, Director of
Admissions and Records and ADA/Civil Rights
Coordinator, at P.O. Box 5537, Poplarville, MS
39470 or 601-403-1060. For inquiries regarding
Title IX, contact Maghan James, Assistant Vice
President of Student Services and Title IX
Coordinator, P.O. Box 5560, Poplarville, MS
39470 or 601-403-1253.

Pearl River Community College is accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to award asso-
ciate degrees. Contact the Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Ga.
30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500, or at
http://www.sacscoc.org for questions about the
accreditation of Pearl River Community College.
The Commission is only to be contacted to learn
about the accreditation status of the College, to
file a third-party comment at the time of the
College’s decennial review, or to file a complaint
against the College with evidence that appears to
support non-compliance with a standard or re-
quirement. All normal inquiries about the institu-
tion, such as admission requirements, financial
aid, educational programs, etc., should be ad-
dressed directly to Pearl River Community
College and not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

By LENA KINDER
The Drawl Staff Writer

Whether you are a student fresh out of high
school or returning years after, we can all agree
that college isn’t easy.  

With planning schedules, meeting assignment
deadlines, and juggling life outside of the class-
room, or off the computer for those taking on-
line courses, it can all be completely over-
whelming.

Even though there will be times when you
feel that itís all too much to take and the stress
is nearly crushing you, remember you’re work-
ing towards a goal. All of this is just temporary
and eventually you will be where you want in
life, it’s going to be hard but youíll get there.  

Something I’ve learned that has
helped me immensely is don’t pro-
crastinate. I know, it’s easier said than
done and, honestly, I have a hard time
following this rule myself at times.
Even so, when you procrastinate
youíre constantly telling yourself “I’ll
get this done later” and “I don’t feel
like it right now” causing you to con-
stantly remind yourself that you
haven’t done the assignment yet. 

This causes you to stress out more
and more, making you not want to do
the assignment altogether. If you take the time
to get it done completely or gradually, do parts
of it every day, you won’t feel the pressure of an
upcoming deadline.  

Another problem I have noticed myself and
others doing is forgetting to enjoy the day to day

life.
Stress can cause you to forget to enjoy the

small things. Remember to take some time for
yourself, do the things that you love, at least
every now and then. If you don’t, you can get
burned out very easily and your work will ulti-
mately be affected by this as well.   

There will be people who will want to see you
fail. They may be close to you or they may just
be someone you meet in passing.

Don’t let these people get to you or make you
feel less. The people who truly matter will help
you and remind you that you can do this.
Anyone who tries to bring you down does so
from a place of jealousy.

Don’t let anyone tell you what you’re doing
isn’t good enough, know your self worth, you

are doing something amazing.
As you continue the journey to

your future, you’ll hit bumps in the
road that will make you want to give
up. 

Everyone faces times like these,
some more than others, but remem-
ber why you are doing this. Give
yourself a pep talk and remember
that even though things might suck
at times, you can push through and
pursue the dream you’re working so

hard for.
If there is ever a time when you feel like

you’ll never get where you want to be, remem-
ber, you’ve already put yourself on the path to
success, and you will get there.  
n Lena Kinder is a freshman student from

Roanoke, Va.

Kinder

College life can be
stressful if you let it

By JOSHUA FERGUSON
The Drawl Staff Writer

One of the biggest problems I come across
when talking to others about artificial intelli-
gence (AI) is that very few people actually
know what it is. 

Most people immediately think of the termi-
nator, and dread the day our robot overlords take
over. That image, while amusing, is far from the
reality. 

For better or worse, AI isn’t that intelligent:
Until we figure out how to create an AGI (which
stands for artificial general intelligence), AI is
good for one thing and one thing only. We can
make an AI that trades currencies or
an AI that plays go, but we cannot
create an AI that trades currencies
that also plays go. Also AI isn’t one
particular thing; it’s more of a col-
lection of fields ranging from com-
puter vision to deep learning. 

In order to avoid confusion and
overgeneralization, I’m going to
focus on one type of AI: Machine
learning.

This is the same stuff that makes
Google such a great search engine,
and this is one of the primary forces behind self-
driving cars. A machine learning algorithm con-
sists of three parts, which is somewhat similar to
how we operate. 

The first part is the dataset. This is informa-
tion from the outside world. Much like we learn
about the world from the information we re-
ceive from our senses, the ML algorithm
“learns” via sensory input, which can be every-
thing from thousands of camera feeds to text on
the web. 

The next part is the model (or the model of
how the world works). We learn from the pat-
terns we observe in our sensory data. Once we
see enough cats, we realize that there is a gener-
al pattern of catlike qualities that we use to dif-
ferentiate between cats and non-cats; this is
somewhat similar to the computations run in-
side the model, albeit with more neurochemistry
and less linear algebra. Both of us establish
rules based off available data.

The last part is the part of the algorithm re-
sponsible for execution. This is the part of the
algorithm that acts on the data, much in the
same way that our actions in the world our
based on our past experiences. 

This begs the question: If Machine learning is
like human learning, except crappier, then
what’s the big deal? 

Well, there are a few differences. While we
roughly make decisions based off our models in
the same time frame, the ML model can make
billions of these decisions in a second (if that
math seems off, it’s because we can’t do paral-
lel processing), and it will have the same level
of proficiency with the first decision as it does

with the 1,378,943rd decision. 
Our threshold for boredom is well

before that. We are also limited in
the type of data we can act on. We
may be able to spot patterns between
images better than most computers
today, but we can’t spot the pattern
between the occurrences of the letter
e in a book. 

Then there is the fact that we can
design ML models to do things that
we ourselves don’t know how to do.

All a ML algorithm does is try to find
the pattern in a structured set of data. So long as
the data set is structured properly, and the de-
sired outcome is clearly defined (i.e. we know
what we want it to do, just not how to do it) then
we donít have to understand how it goes about
this. 

These three things give this form of AI nearly
limitless applications in almost every field. 

So ML (and it’s bigger brother deep learning)
may not be the terminator, but sometimes it
does surprise us. 

Last year an AI at Google dedicated to trans-
lating languages made its own language for
translating between other languages, thus mak-
ing itself more efficient. 

It may not be the dreaded robot uprising
everyone seems to be afraid of, but I find the
emergent complexity of an AI creating its own
language inspiring of another emotion: Awe. 
n Joshua Ferguson is a sophomore student

from Perkinston. 

Ferguson

Artificial intelligence
not as bad as you think

Fall Fest will be celebrated on the campus of
the PRCC Forrest County Center on Oct. 31.

Attendees should come early as two hours
will barely be enough time to enjoy all of the
activities. 

Sponsored by the Student Government
Association, with many college departments
providing food or entertainment booths, the
“Fest” will feature music; free pizza and water;
ice cream, snow cones, funnel cakes and other
items for purchase; a cake walk and pastry
Bake Off; a Pumpkin Decorating contest;
awards given for the best student and faculty
Halloween costumes in the scariest, funniest,
and cutest categories; and the announcement
of the door decorating contest winner. 

In addition, there will be a balloon popping
contest; free Halloween tattoos; face painting;
a ring toss and other games; and Dr. Dan
Childers and the Video Game Club have paid
for the presence of the Video Game Party
Truck, which can accommodate up to 30 play-
ers at one time. 

Be sure to attend and enjoy a good time with
your fellow students.

While this event has become a tradition on
our campus, it is also an opportunity to exam-
ine a uniquely American phenomenon, the cel-
ebration of Halloween itself. Since the 31st of
October is officially Halloween Day, the
streets of Hattiesburg and surrounding cities
will no doubt be full of young “trick or
treaters” at twilight and even later. 

Intent on filling their bags and baskets with
candy, few will be aware of the controversial
nature of the holiday among some segments of
the population. 

For example, many religious conservatives
see it as a day with pagan antecedents and
chose to observe it with more benign imagery
than goblins, ghosts, witches, and things that
go “bump” in the night. 

Several local churches will encourage their
youth to participate in such activities as “Trick
or Trunk,” or even the more ominous
“Judgement Houses” that mimic the classic
“house of horrors,” but with a moral lesson at
the end.

Others among us, however, will join in the
“spirit” of the day and decorate our yards and
homes with a zeal approaching that of
Christmas.

While many nations and cultures honor their
deceased loved ones around the time of the fall
harvest, such as the Day of the Dead in Mexico
(“Dia de los Muertos”) or “Ghost Day” in
China, perhaps no other country has
turned it into a commercial holiday as
enthusiastically as Americans.

In fact, the National Retail Association
estimated that we spent over six billion
dollars on Halloween-related items in
2013. That sounds incredible for a secu-
lar holiday.

For the record, anthropologists gener-
ally agree that Halloween began with the
ancient Celtic festival of “Samhain,”
which marked the beginning of winter in
Europe, especially England. According
to their beliefs, on this night spirits from
another world came and destroyed the
vegetation with their breath, leaving the
land gray and barren until spring. 

People would leave food on their

doorsteps to appease these malevolent spirits
(trick or treat?), and they would wear masks to
keep the spirits from identifying them.
Christians later co-opted this holiday into their
familiar calendar, often as a means of convert-
ing the “pagans.” 

Samhain became “All Saints Day,” or “All
Hallows” in the medieval church, and the night
before became “All Hallows Eve,” or
“Halloween” for short. 

Whatever its origin, Halloween is observed
by millions of Americans, and while few
adults will take the presence of ghosts and
goblins seriously, many will remember the vi-
carious thrills the day evoked during their
childhoods.
nThis article was researched and written

by the members of Dr. Benny Hornsby’s
English Composition I class.

History of Halloween interesting

Students in Dr. Benny Hornsby’s English class
researched and wrote this story.

By MYCHEAL WILLIAMS
The Drawl Staff Writer

With the college football season moving
right along, the Georgia Bulldogs have shown
a blatant dominance in the SEC.

The Bulldogs have earned a solid number
one spot in the SEC East.

The Alabama Crimson Tide are the only
other undefeated team in the SEC. They lead
the SEC West at 7-0.

Since Kirby Smart became the
Georgia Bulldogs’ coach Dec. 6,
2015, the Bulldogs have been on
the verge of a championship sea-
son. Smart has shown what it takes
to be a winning coach at the
University of Georgia.

The Bulldogs started the season
very well and it all started with the
defense. Senior linebacker Roquan
Smith has started the season off
amazingly with 53 total tackles.
J.R. Reed is second on the team
with 36 total tackles.

The defensive line and the linebackers have
a good rotation that should be hard to run the
ball on all season. Senior linebacker Davin
Bellamy has had a good season, starting it off
with six tackles and a game-winning sack
against Notre Dame. 

After the Georgia win over Notre Dame,
Irish starting quarterback Brandon Wimbush
said that the Bulldog defense was the fastest
defense he had ever gone against.

The offensive side of the ball isn’t quite as
sturdy as the defense but manages to score

every game. 
The main concern for the Bulldogs before the

season started was the O-line. The O-line was
surely capable of blocking for their quarterback
and star running back Nick Chubb. The only
problem was they hadn’t been showing it over
the summer. Coach Smart said the offensive line
wasn’t showing the same physicality they had
been showing before the spring game.

After beating Missouri 53-28, the Bulldogs
had a bye week and will practice and start

preparing for the Florida Gators.
The bye week for both teams will
be much appreciated and give both
teams more time to prepare for
their opponent. 

The Bulldogs’ new indoor prac-
tice facility has been put to great
use and is said to have made some
players’ recovery after games a lot
smoother. Senior Davin Bellamy
said the practice facility has been
very beneficial and helped show an
improvement in some players’ per-

formances during practice.
I don’t want to speak on any outcomes of the

season because it is still too early in the season.
The Bulldogs have been working very hard
and at this rate could possibly beat any team in
the SEC. That’s a longshot of course and coach
Smart is looking to continue the streak as long
as possible.

The games will get harder as they go on
playing teams like Florida (Oct. 28), Auburn,
and Georgia Tech. 
n Mychael Williams is a freshman stu-

dent from Atlanta, Ga.

Williams

As football season rolls along,
keep a close eye on Georgia

Maddox Francis, 15, received
the Future Leader of the Year
Award from the Poplarville
Area Chamber of Commerce
at the chamber’s annual
luncheon on Oct. 26. He is
the son of PRCC student ac-
tivities coordinator Jason and
Vicki Francis. He was hon-
ored for his work as volunteer
head coach of the Poplarville
Soccer Club U12 team along
with his participation in Keep
Poplarville Beautiful and with
disaster relief in Mississippi
and Louisiana.

Halloween fun time

Above, PRCC softball players cheer their teammates during the fifth annual Halloween
softball-baseball game. Wildcat players in costumes played a friendly softball game at
Wildcat Stadium. 
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New Tatum Court and Asbury Academic Building now under construction.

Open House
Come get a look at the future William Carey University, 

learn about the application process and explore scholarship 
and financial aid opportunities.

November 15 1-4 p.m.
RSVP by November 8 

(601) 318-6007 | kwheat@wmcarey.edu

Upcoming Events
Pine Belt College Fair - Nov. 8

Careers in Health Care - Jan. 24
Super Saturday - March 3

The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

PRCC welcomed Dr. Janet Donaldson, biological sciences chair at the University of
Southern Mississippi, to the STEM Club on Sept. 19. Dr. Donaldson discussed microbes
and what they do to and for the human gut. PRCC Public Relations photo

STEM Club presentation

Nursing Education
The PRCC Department of Nursing Education provided students with a
chance to Create Your Future on Oct. 11. Eight educational institutions and
eight health care providers set up tables to pass out literature and freebies,
such as pens, hand sanitizer and candy.

“This is the first one,” said ADN instructor Anna Busby. “We’re hoping to
make it an annual event.”

The education/job fair was open to all nursing students.

Above, Forrest General Hospital was a major presence at Create Your Future. Below left, 
Jillian Gibbs, left, talks to Ashley Ivey of Hattiesburg and Tierney Henry of Poplarville about
opportunities at the LSU School of Health in New Orleans. Below right, Spiderman (recruiter
Chris Anderson) works to recruit students to the Universtiy of Louisiana at Lafayette.

Shirah Eblen of Hattiesburg, from left, Selena Lordan and Lindsey Martin, both of
Lumberton, get employment information from Elsie Maldonado, human resources director
at Stone County Hospital and Clinic.

n FROM page 1
“There are certainly tutoring support for stu-

dents. The bigger challenge is getting them to
take advantage of those opportunities.
Sometimes, the support is advisement. We are
increasingly reaching out to students drawing
them to advisors who are helping them plan
schedules and understand what a career path
means. 

“We’ve also shored up the resources advi-
sors have to make these processes go more
smoothly. Other times, the support is involve-
ment. More and more opportunities are being
provided for students to be involved.”

Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, vice president for eco-
nomic and community development, said de-
mand for Associate of Applied Science degrees
and Certificates of Proficiency has remained
strong at PRCC.

“Pearl River Community College has main-
tained a robust Career and Technical Education
enrollment,” he said. Research shows that stu-
dents who take a concentration CTE courses
are more likely to graduate. 

“Even with this fact, PRCC has instituted
several best practices and improvements in
order to retain students. Enrolling and retain-
ing students is critical to the local economy;
especially as the economy continues to gain
momentum and job growth continues to esca-

late.  To add to the criticality of this issue is the
fact that a huge proportion of the jobs that be-
come available will be in fields that require
community college level education.”

He added that faculty are also expected to
help with recruiting efforts.

“A common practice for those in the CTE
area at PRCC is that faculty are expected to re-
cruit, retain and assist with job placement of
students. There is a very holistic process in
place with high expectations. The faculty
members visit local high schools throughout
the year to recruit those interested in the vari-
ous career paths offered by PRCC.”

PRCC remains a viable opportunity for peo-
ple in South Mississippi who have lost their
jobs for one reason or another and desire to
pursue a second career. 

“Pearl River Community College is still a
strong option for those people who need re-
training, especially adults,” said Chuck
Abadie, director of public relations. “We offer
many short-term training programs, depending
on the kind of career a person desires.”

If a student is interested in starting a career
path that does not require a four-year degree,
contact PRCC’s admissions office or a mem-
ber of the recruitment team to learn what is
available for the spring semester.

For more information, call 601-403-1197 or
www.prcc.edu

ENROLLMENT

Calendar of events
Poplarville weekly events
Monday - BSU Leadership Bible Study, 5

p.m., BSU
Tuesday - Priority Worship, 6:33 p.m., BSU
Wednesday - DECA meeting, 2 p.m.,

Technology Center Room 126
Student Led Bible Study, 6 p.m., BSU
Fellowship of Christian Athletes gathering, 7

p.m., Malone Chapel
Thursday - Lunch Encounter, 11 a.m., BSU
Forrest County Center weekly events
Wednesday - BSU Lunch Encounter, 12 p.m.,

multipurpose room
—-
Thursday, Nov. 9 - Sexual Health Fair, 10:30

a.m.-1 p.m., Crosby Hall
Forrest County Center Veteran’s Day program,

11 a.m., multipurpose room; speaker, Army re-
tiree Michael McGee

Forrest County Center DECA meeting, 12:30
p.m., Building 5 room 113

Friday, Nov. 10 - Spirit of the River in
Veteran’s Day parade, 10 a.m., Hattiesburg

Veteran’s Day program, 11 a.m., Brownstone
Center; speaker, Navy retiree and PRCC instruc-
tor Dr. Benny Hornsby

Monday, Nov. 13 - USM Wind Ensemble con-
cert, 7 p.m., Brownstone Center; $5 balcony tick-
ets for students; others, $15, $10

Tuesday, Nov. 14 - Forrest County Center Job
Fair

Wednesday, Nov. 16 - FCC Sexual Health
Fair, 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Allied Health Building

Thursday, Nov. 16 - Humanities Teacher of
the Year presentation by Cheri Alder, 12:15 p.m.,
Forrest County Center multipurpose room; recep-
tion to follow

Monday - Friday, Nov. 20-24 - Thanksgiving
holidays

Tuesday, Nov. 28 - Denver and the Mile High
Orchestra Christmas show, 7 p.m., Brownstone
Center; $5 balcony tickets for students; others,
$25, $20

Wednesday, Nov. 29 - Making Spirits Bright
music program, 7 p.m., Forrest County Center, $7
admission; contact bgandy@prcc.edu or 601 554-
5492 or rgatlin@prcc.edu or extension 1802

Thursday, Nov. 30 - Last day of
Tuesday/Thursday classes

Operation Christmas Joy, 11 a.m., Shivers Gym
Wildcat Family Christmas - 6 p.m., campus

wide; fashion show, hot chocolate, pictures with
Santa, Crosby Hall and Wildcat Den; Kids Zone
outside Administration Building; Jazz Cats, li-
brary porch; live Nativity and River Road pop
choir, Malone Chapel

Forrest County Center DECA meeting and
Christmas party, 12:30 p.m., Building 5 room 113

Friday, Dec. 1 - Spirit of the River in
Christmas parade, 5 p.m., Poplarville

Monday, Dec. 4 - Last day of
Monday/Wednesday/Friday classes

Tuesday-Thursday, Dec. 5-7 - Final exams
Saturday, Dec. 9 - South Mississippi Ballet

presents Nutcracker, 7 p.m., Brownstone Center;
$20, $15

Sunday, Dec. 10 - South Mississippi Ballet
presents Nutcracker, 2:30 p.m., Brownstone
Center; $20, $15

Monday, Dec. 11 - Beta Mu nursing honor so-
ciety induction, 3 p.m., Malone Chapel

ADN pinning ceremony, 6 p.m., Brownstone
Center

Monday-Friday, Dec. 11-15 - Winter term
classes

Thursday, Dec. 14 - Offices close at 4 p.m. for
Christmas holidays

Saturday, Dec. 16 - Winter term finals
Tuesday, Jan. 2 - Offices open for spring se-

mester
Wednesday, Jan. 3 - Faculty return
Hancock Center registration
Thursday, Jan. 4 - Forrest County Center reg-

istration
Friday, Jan. 5 - Poplarville registration
Monday, Jan. 8 - Day and night classes begin

Fans of the Game

Left photo, Fan of the Game for the Sept. 21 Hinds football game was Robert “Scooter”
Parris, PRCC employee, pictured with PRCC Dr. President Adam Breerwood. Right
photo, Fan of the Game for the Jones JC game on Oct. 14 was Allen Moree of Sumrall.
Both received bookstore gifts from PRCC employee Carol Williams. 
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Science Club canoe trip

Above, the Forrest County
Center Science Club recent-
ly went canoeing on Black
Creek. Pictured above from
left are students Lane Hall
of Petal, Nick Allhoff of
Hattiesburg, Michael Evans
and Joshua Worbington,
both of Purvis, Chris
Christen, science and
health department chair;
and Mishelle Christen,
PRCC respiratory therapist
alumnus. Left, Hall and
Allhoff finish the trip.

Michelle Wilson-Stokes (left) of Pearl River Community
College accepts the Area Development Partnership’s Susan
Walker Community Leadership Award. She was selected by
the Leadership Pine Belt steering committee and her class-
mates. She is pictured with Dr. Jana Causey.

Congratulations to the 2017-2018 DECA officers at the Forrest County Center. They are
from left: Gen’Charla Echols, director of membership services; Amber Sullivan, director of
finance; Ronnie Duff, director of communications; Carrie Buchanan, president; and Hailey
Holland, director of public relations. Advisors are Amy P. Smith, Debbie Ferrill, Silvia
Preston, and Carol Byrd. 

DECA officers

ADP Leadership award

PRCC surgical technology students Tara Walker (above,
left) of Carnes and Eloise Ladner of Picayune (below,
right) show high school students some of the tools of the
trade in the surgical tech program.  

Cody Hudson, 23, of Oak Grove has
been selected to receive a $5,000
Get2College Corps Internship
Scholarship.

A Forrest County Center student, he is
one of only 18 students in the state to re-
ceive the award to complete the associ-
ate’s degree or transfer to a four-year
school.

“To be able to assist young men and
women with completing the FAFSA so
that they can receive a higher level of ed-
ucation in order to reach their goals
means a great deal to me,” Hudson said.
“I am grateful for the opportunity to be a
part of the Get2College Corps and for the
scholarship that will allow me to contin-
ue my education.”

A computer engineering major,
Hudson plans to transfer to Mississippi
State University and hopes to eventually

work for
NASA.

He is an
Honors
Institute
Ambassador,
vice president
of Phi Theta
Kappa Beta
Tau Gamma
chapter, pres-
ident of
Sigma Kappa
Delta and a member of the History and
Humanities Club.

“Cody consistently demonstrates the
sort of scholarship which marks him as
an excellent student and the leadership
that he has provided to campus organiza-
tions has been exemplary,” said Dr. Terri
Ruckel, Honors Institute dean at the

Forrest County Center.

n Two other Forrest County Center
Honors students have received $1,000
Leader of Promise scholarships from the
Coca-Cola Foundation.

They are Melissa Novak of Oak Grove
and Lorenzo Catlett of Hattiesburg.

Hudson awarded $5,000 scholarship

Hudson Novak Catlett

Medical radiologic technology instructor Kristie Windham
shows high school students what to look for on x-rays.

Delana Harris, director of marketing and engagement at
PRCC, explains to high school students from Forrest
County AHS the benefits of graduating from one of many
allied health programs at PRCC.

Allied Health and Career Preview Day
Some 350 students toured the Allied Health programs at the

Forrest County Center over two days recently. These students
are career-technical education students from various high
schools in the area including the following schools: 

Hancock County Career Tech-Center
Perry County Vo-Tech
Pearl River Central High School
Forrest County AHS
Petal High School
Marion County Carl Loftin Career and Technology Center
Poplarville High School Career Development Center
Picayune Memorial High School CATC
Hattiesburg High School
North Forrest High School
Walthall County Career and Technology Center
Lamar County Technical Center
Jefferson Davis County 

PRCC medical laboratory technology students Laquavier
Benton (lower, right) of Hattiesburg and Jacob Moree
(upper, left) of Sumrall discuss blood types and other med-
ical issues with visiting high school students.

Respiratory care technology students (right, in red)
Alondria and Inez Bridgeman, both of Hattiesburg; and
Jonah Wood of Tylertown show students the proper way to
care for a patient.

Respiratory care technology students (from left) Peyton
McArn of Leakesville, Susan Lizana of Perkinston and
Sonia Redmon of Petal demonstrate one of the machines
used on patients in their program. 

The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character
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POPLARVILLE - New members of the Iota Mu Chapter of
Phi Theta Kappa international honor society were inducted
Sept. 25 at the Malone Chapel on the Pearl River
Community College campus. They include from left: First
row - Miranda Allen of Natchez,  Heidi Barrios of Necaise,
Jennifer Cooley of Lumberton, Sarah Depperschmidt and
Ilyssa-Leigh Easton, both of Hurley; Allison Hale of
Lumberton, Lena Kinder of Eagle River, Ark., and Cody
King of Columbia. Second row - Sam Palode of

Pearlington, Suzy Morgan of Petal, Genesis Palmer of
Picayune, Anna-Maria Medrano of Bogalusa, La., Dominic
McConnell and Mary Marsh, both of Picayune; Justin Mary
of Hattiesburg and Daniel Knoll of Poplarville. Back row ñ
Kyle Stallings of Gulfport, Ramee Taylor of Hurley, Jimmie
Toler of Pass Christian, Dylan Usry of Lake, Logan
Walters of Hurley, Joyce Vidato of Picayune and Reggie
Wade of Pensacola, Fla. Iota Mu Chapter advisors are
Trevor Hunt, Robin Nix, Jeff McCoy and Lisa Wall.

Phi Theta Kappa inductions at PRCC 
Poplarville campus

Forrest County Center

Poplarville officers Forrest County Center officers

New members of the Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi
Theta Kappa international honor society were inducted
Sept. 18 at the Woodall Advanced Technology Center of
Pearl River Community College. They include from left:
Seated ñ Sarah-Ashlyn Barber of Picayune,†Denisha
Bass of Hattiesburg, Taylor Bass of Hattiesburg, Kyla
Burger of Petal, Belinda Caldwell of  Moselle, Katherine
Cave of Byram, Jacob Chambliss of Hattiesburg, Jacob
Cranston of Brandon, Kayla Fokakis of Petal, and Savion
Jones of Hattiesburg. Standing - Reagan Jefcoat of
Sumrall, Justin Lee of Purvis, Wilmer Lyons of

Hattiesburg, Lauren McGraw of Petal, Kayla Payton of
Hattiesburg, Amber Sullivan of Hattiesburg, Labriska
Watkins of Beaumont, Sophia Williams of Hattiesburg, and
Nathan Wylie of Petal. Not pictured are Victoria Carr,
James Donald, Kaylan Inmon, Jaclyn Standley, Kyle
Stringer, Noah Albert, Lisa Disbrow, LaTenar Martin, Angel
Noland, Kailey Pittman, Dakota Thomas, Zachary Tuck,
Callie Turner, Joseph Turner and Amanda Wolfe. Beta Tau
Gammas advisors are David Collum and Drs. Terri Smith
Ruckel, Ryan Ruckel, Amanda Parker and Doug
Donohue.

POPLARVILLE - Officers and advisors for the Iota Mu Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa inter-
national honor society at Pearl River Community College for 2017-18 are from left: Front
row - Advisor Lisa Wall, Myles Ellis of Moss Point, vice president of leadership; Alejandra
Alcantarra of Carriere, vice president of scholarship; Marella Failla of Picayune, chapter
president; Hannah Weir of Picayune, vice president of fellowship; and advisor Trevor
Hunt. Back row - Advisor Robin Nix, Joshua Ferguson of Perkinston, webmaster and
public relations; Gage Kennedy of Kiln, vice president of service; and advisor Jeff McCoy.

Nine members of the 2017 Pearl River Community College football team were inducted
Sept. 25 as new members of the Iota Mu Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa international honor
society. They included from left: Top row - Justin Agner - 3.71 GPA (grade-point average),
Chase Crosby - 3.55 GPA, and Heath Greenlee - 4.0 GPA; Middle row - Kent Hickinbottom
- 3.76 GPA, Sigmund Lewis - 3.42 GPA, and Chandler Roberts - 3.5 GPA; Bottom row -
David Salser - 3.69 GPA, Jakwaize Walker - 3.77 GPA and Christian Williamson - 4.0 GPA.

Officers for the Beta Tau Gamma Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa international honor society at
Pearl River Community College for 2017-18 are from left: Front row - Tyler Fiveash of Oak
Grove, vice president; Michael Evans of Hattiesburg, vice president; Said Otwane of Petal,
president; Taylor Barefoot of Hattiesburg, vice president; Cody Hudson of Purvis, vice presi-
dent. Back row - Megan Glory Breland of Purvis, vice president; Melissa Novak of Oak
Grove, vice president; Rebecca Barrett of Hattiesburg, vice president; Vera Thacker of
Hattiesburg, vice president; Jennifer Pacheco of Hattiesburg, vice president; Nathan Young
of Sumrall, vice president; and Lorenzo Catlett of Hattiesburg, vice president.

Pearl River Community College Phi Theta Kappa students
Said Otwane (left) and Melissa Novak (center) recently
presented the Golden Key to Dr. Jana Causey, vice presi-
dent of Forrest County Operations, in recognition of her vi-
sionary support for the Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi
Theta Kappa. The Golden Key signifies an individual
whose life exemplifies the four “Hallmarks” of the Society:
Scholarship, Leadership, Fellowship, and Service. Said
Otwane and Melissa Novak present the Golden Key to Dr.
Jana Causey, Vice President, Forrest County Operations.

Above, members of the 2017-18
Pearl River Community College
softball team were inducted
Sept. 25 as new members of the
Iota Mu Chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa international honor socie-
ty. They include from left: Illysa
Easton, Ramee Taylor and
Sarah Depperschmidt, all of
Hurley; and Suzy Morgan of
Petal.
Right, Two members of the
2017-18 Pearl River Community
College baseball team were in-
ducted Sept. 25 as new mem-
bers of the Iota Mu Chapter of
Phi Theta Kappa international
honor society. They include from
left: Logan Walters of Hurley and
Dylan Usry of Lake. 

Todd Jackson, vice president of Economic Development
for the Area Development Partnership, spoke to the Phi
Theta Kappa students, members of Beta Tau Gamma
chapter at the Forrest County Center Oct. 5. Jackson
spoke to the students about the functions of the ADP, and
the recent surge in the solar energy  industry in the area.

Dr. Jennifer Seal, president of the Rotary Club of
Poplarville, presents a $500 check to Gage Kennedy of
Kiln, vice president for service of the Iota Mu Phi Theta
Kappa chapter, for the chapter’s River Essentials project.
With them are Alejandra Alcantara of Carriere, PTK vice
president for scholarship, and Joshua Ferguson of
Perkinston, PTK webmaster. The project provides toi-
letries, bedding and school supplies for students in need.
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Pearl River Community College students in the Dr. William Lewis Honors Institute at the
Forrest County Center have elected an Honors Council. Members are from left: Front row
- Lane Hall of Hattiesburg, freshman ambassador; Raven Sterling of Oak Grove, fresh-
man ambassador; Destiny Rogers of Petal, freshman ambassador; Lorenzo Catlett of
Hattiesburg, president; and Cody Hudson of Oak Grove, sophomore ambassador. Back
row - Megan Glory Breland of Purvis, sophomore ambassador; Nicholas Allhoff of
Hattiesburg, freshman ambassador; Melissa Novak of Oak Grove, vice president; Said
Otwane of Hattiesburg, sophomore ambassador; and Jennifer Pacheco of Hattiesburg,
sophomore ambassador.

Forrest County Center Honors Council

Poplarville Honors Council

Students in the Dr. William Lewis Honors Institute in Poplarville have elected an Honors
Council. Members are from left: First row - Vice president Clay Lee of Carnes and presi-
dent Dalton Spiers of Poplarville; second row, freshman representatives Sydni Crain of
Poplarville, William Masters of Purvis and Kyle Stallings of Gulfport; third row, sophomore
representatives Chase Crosby of Saucier, Allie Cooper of Picayune and Jakwaize Walker
of Pascagoula. PRCC Public Relations photos

Three Pearl River Community College students received
book scholarships of $125 each last weekend during the
annual conference of the Louisiana-Mississippi
Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges held at
the Forrest County Center. Pictured from left are: Craig
Carrigee, math instructor, Hancock Center;  Raymunda

Barnes, assistant vice president, Hancock Center; Dr.
Doug Donohue, math instructor, Poplarville campus;
PRCC students Jimmie Toler of Pass Christian and Dustin
Loftin of Hattiesburg; Sharon Clark and Lisa Wall, PRCC
math instructors. Not pictured is PRCC student Samuel
Talavera of Picayune. 

Students receive math scholarships 

Dr. Robert Ballard painted an exciting picture
of the future for today’s students when he spoke
Oct. 17 at the Brownstone Center.

Ballard, perhaps best known for finding the
wreckage of the Titanic, was the speaker for the
Dr. William Lewis Honors Institute Lecture
sponsored by a grant from the Lower Pearl
River Valley Foundation.

“The young kids in school today are going to
be known as the greatest explorers,” Ballard
said.

Technology allows scientists anywhere in the
world to be connected to Ballard’s Nautilus
Expedition as the deep sea is explored. When
something of interest is found, an expert can be
connected to a live video stream of the undersea
exploration within 30 minutes, he said.

Ballard also met for about an hour with
PRCC Honors Institute students, taking the op-
portunity to recount some of what he considers
his most significant work.

“The Titanic was cool, but it was not the most
important thing I ever did,” he said. “When I
first started exploring the deep ocean, I had been

taught there was nothing going on down there.”
But there is, including giant tube worms and

clam-like organisms that use the energy of un-
derwater volcanoes to duplicate photosynthesis.
That discovery convinces Ballard that similar
life is present on other planets.

His discovery of formations known as black
smokers which spew hydrogen sulphide gas
shocked him, he said.

“I’m sitting there in my little submarine say-
ing, ‘What’s that?’,” Ballard said.

Analysis of the composition of the deep sea
vents showed the material includes copper, zinc,
lead, gold and silver. 

The discovery of deep cracks in the seabed far
below the surface led researchers to conclude
that the entire volume of the ocean goes into the
earth, he said. The trenches where his expedi-
tions explore are so deep they make the Grand
Canyon look like a ditch, he said.

“I know there are more surprises down there,”
Ballard said.

The 2017 Nautilus Expedition can be fol-
lowed online at nautiluslive.org.

Ballard tells students
sea full of surprises

Dr. Robert Ballard talks to Honors Institute students before his lecture on Oct. 17.

The White Hall lawn on the Pearl River
Community College campus was buzzing with
excitement Homecoming morning (Oct. 21) as
dozens of college administrators, faculty, stu-
dents and donors gathered for the dedication
ceremony for the Dr. William Lewis Honors
Institute.

“This emulates everything about Dr. Lewis,”
said Dr. Adam Breerwood, PRCC president.
“His professionalism, class and character set a
standard for our students when they get here.
He will live in the rich history of our college.”

The Honors Institute, created in 2011, is lo-
cated on the second floor of White Hall. It  pro-
vides  intensive and innovative classes for aca-
demically-advanced students.

“My name is on this building, but there
needs to be a lot of other folks on there as
well,” said Dr. Lewis, who served as the col-
lege’s president from 2000-2017.

“This is special for our students. We wanted
to be able to attract the best students that we
could. And we wanted to help foster their
growth and move their lives forward And we

are doing that with this institute.”
White Hall was renovated as headquarters

for the institute with a $120,000 grant from the
Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation for fur-
nishings in the Honors Institute Library. A por-
tion of the grant also supports the Honors
Institute Lyceum speaker series. 

“We have a fine group of Honors Institute
students,” said Dr. Jennifer Seal, who serves as
one of the deans of the Honors Institute.

“They are exceptional in their academics, in-
volved in all other organizations and clubs on
campus. They are also involved in serving our
community. They make Pearl River
Community College look good.”

Dr. Lewis said Pearl River Community
College will always be special to him and his
family.

“This dedication is really, really significant
in my life,” he said. “Janet Gale and I spent 17
great years of our life here. We had lots of chal-
lenges, lots of opportunities, but we had some
really, really good times. And all of you people
helped make it a great experience for us.”

Honors Institute dedicated to Dr. Lewis

Above, Drs. Breerwood and Lewis in front of the Honors Institute. Below, Dr. Breerwood
and Alan Lumpkin, chairman of the PRCC Board of Trtustees, unveil the new sign. 

Above, college administrators, faculty, students and donors gathered for the dedication
ceremony for the Dr. William Lewis Honors Institute. Below, members of Dr. Lewis’ family.

Mascot fun times

The Wildcat and Bobcat got into a brief sideline tussle be-
fore the PRCC-Jones football game at Dobie Holden
Stadium on Oct. 14.
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Scholarship donors,
recipients get together

Recipients of the Southern Mississippi Planning and Development District Scholarships at
Pearl River Community College attended the annual Scholarship Dinner with some of
their benefactors. They are, front row from left, Destiny Newsome of Prentiss, Maria
Perez Medina of Hattiesburg, Katelyn Franklin of Columbia, Amber Downs of Hattiesburg;
back row, Jefferson Davis County Supervisor John Thompson, Ricardo Booth of
Bassfield, Pearl River County Supervisor Hudson Holliday, Lonnie Slocum of Foxworth,
Rylee Swilley of Kiln, SMPDD representative Angie Kothman. Cameron Swan of Purvis,
Walker Smith of Carriere, Sye Blossman of Poplarville, Daniel Andrews of Hattiesburg,
Cameron Necaise and Madyson Daniels, both of Kiln, also received the scholarship.

Recipients of the St. Michaels Foundation Scholarships at Pearl River Community
College are, seated from left, Brandon Haynes of Hattiesburg, Jessica Penton of
Picayune, Alejandra Alcantara and Lydia Smith, both of Carriere, Ashley Ivy of Purvis;
standing, Casey Penton of Picayune, Austin Warner of Franklinton, La., Terri McCanless
of Gulfport, donor representatives John Houston and Dr. Bob Escudero, Myles Ellis of
Moss Point and Jayde Tribett of Lumberton. Caleb Dorn of Picayune also received the
scholarship. PRCC Public Relations photos

Students attending Pearl River Community
College with financial help from scholarships met
their benefactors at the annual Scholarship Dinner
hosted by the PRCC Development Foundation.

The dinner was held Sept. 19 in Olivia Bender
Cafeteria on the Poplarville campus.

Scholarships awarded for 2017-18 and the re-
cipients are as follows:

Sam Abbott Memorial Scholarship - Austin
Spruell of Prentiss.

Dr. Ted J. Alexander Endowed Leadership
Scholarship - Rachel Grace Engle of Purvis,
Jenna Larsen of Picayune, Magruder O’Bannon
of Long Beach, Christian Raby of Poplarville,
Jordan Ladner and Rylee Swilley, both of Kiln.

Anderson Paint and Carpet Scholarship -
Jonathan Johnson of Hattiesburg.

Asbury Foundation Scholarship - Alexis
Dixon of Kiln, Dillon Martin of Terry and Canton
Comardelle of Poplarville.

Dr. And Mrs. John W. Askew Dental
Hygiene Scholarship - Morgan Kelley of Bay St.
Louis.

Ball Family Scholarship - Haley Staples of
Carriere.

Ronald T. Barr Memorial Scholarship -
Rachel Johnson of Lumberton and Presleigh
Kleinke of Purvis.

Blake Broom Memorial Scholarship -
Scooter Ginn of Columbia.

Vernon Broom Memorial Scholarship -
Joleeza Pope of Columbia.

Hollis and Elaine Byrd Mathematics
Scholarship - Dylan Dunaway of Poplarville.

Class of 1939-42 Scholarship - Alexa Jurich of
Carriere.

John Clearman Baptist Student Union
Scholarship - Anna Kinchen of Carriere and Will
Clayton Lee of Hattiesburg.

Coast Electric Power Association
Scholarship - Jacob Keith of Poplarville.

Harry Cole Memorial Machine Technology
Scholarship - Joseph Heitzman of Waveland and
Jonathan Geddes of Purvis.

Verlene Cole Scholarship - Sammi Chambliss
and Ivory Lowe, both of Hattiesburg.

Verlene Cole/Forrest-Lamar County
Alumni Chapter Scholarship - Taylor Bass,
Danielle Smith and Camron Goodman, all of
Hattiesburg; and Robert Gmerek of Purvis.

Sebe Dale Family Scholarship - Kalyn Davis
of Sumrall.

Coach Keith Daniels Memorial Scholarship
- Sigmund Lewis of Hattiesburg.

Hollie N. And William Davis Scholarship -
Frederick McCollum of Prentiss.

Peggy Dease Nursing Scholarship - Ashley
Ann Ivy of Purvis and Monique Barnes of
Lumberton.

Delta Kappa Gamma Sigma Chapter
Scholarship - Heidi Ashley of Poplarville.

Dickey’s BBQ Pit Scholarship - Simon
Landry of Ponchatoula, La., and Miles Smith of
Laurel.

Ellucian Technology Scholarship - Mathis
Armstrong of Foxworth.

Estep Academic Scholarship - Madlin Reed
of Lumberton, Katelyn Stuart and Josh Hall, both
of Picayune; Ashley Graeter of Carriere, Andrew
Howard and Sydni Crain, both of Poplarville; and
Michael Branson Clark of Hattiesburg. 

Estep Dental Hygiene Scholarship - Autumn
McNeely of Carriere.

Dr. Wes and Dora Mae Estey Eagle Scout
Scholarship - Collin Crosby of Picayune.

Debra McMullen Fletcher Womenís
Basketball Player Scholarship - Gabrielle
Brown of Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

Arthur Moore and Jessie Mae Smith Gandy
Scholarship - Allison Beasley of Carriere.

Grant Family Scholarship - Nicholas Buras
of Carriere.

Hancock County Alumni Chapter
Scholarship - Taia Cuevas of Picayune, Rylee
Swilley and Emily Farve, both of Kiln; Trae
Bordelon, Levi Knight and James Sharp, all of
Bay St. Louis; Elizabeth “Betty” Clark, Chase
Freeman and Leigh Gallagher, all of
Diamondhead; and Bryce Ferrell of Waveland.

Hancock/Pearl River Voiture Scholarship -
Trenton Lee of Picayune.

Bruce Hankins Scholarship - Cameron Swan
of Purvis.

John C. Hardin Scholarship - William
Dubose of Hattiesburg.

Francis and Joyce Herrin Scholarship -
Michael Jenkins of Lumberton and John OíBrian
III of Purvis.

Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Hill Dental Hygiene
Scholarship - Jourdyn Cowart of Poplarville,
Sarah Simmons of Gulfport and Lauren Sibley of
Hattiesburg.

Coach Dobie Holden Memorial Scholarship
- Chase Crosby of Saucier.

Earlora Holden FCA Scholarship - Abbi
Henderson of Leakesville.

Warren and Virginia Rawls Holden
Memorial Scholarship - Jenna Lee of
Lumberton.

Dr. Benny and June Hornsby
Vocational/Technical Scholarship - Blake Lee
of Picayune.

John Houston Family Scholarship - Lesa Lee
of Poplarville.

Betty Lou Courtney Hudson Memorial
Scholarship - Eric Powell of Prentiss.

L.A. Hurst Endowed Scholarship - Brady
Warden of Picayune.

Eric “Poncho” James Wildcat Scholarship -
Carmen Douglas of Sumrall and Richard Patton
of Poplarville.

Ken Langnecker Memorial Scholarship -
Zane Cunningham of Poplarville.

Berlon Lee Scholarship - Lesley Polk of
Columbia.

Virginia Mauldin Lowe Memorial
Scholarship - Willa Sumrall of Poplarville.

Dr. Thomas J. and Patricia Malone Family
Honors Scholarship - Logan Whipple of
Lumberton and Brycen Scott of Lucedale.

Marion/Jeff Davis County Alumni Chapter
Scholarship - Layken Carney, Malloree Beck
and Lauren Langford, all of Columbia.

Robert A. McArthur Memorial Scholarship
- Colin Leake of Kiln.

Katrina Overall McDonald Scholarship -
Maloria Eve Bourn, Rochelle Manning and
Kirsten Furr, all of Bay St. Louis.

Mississippi Mud Pirates/Stony Gendusa
Memorial Scholarship - Rylee Dawsey of
Picayune.

J.S. and Kathyrn Moody Scholarship -
Rachel Harris of Poplarville.

Angelina Barbieri Navoy Memorial
Scholarship - Dalton Spiers of Poplarville.

Arthur B. Nicholson Memorial Scholarship -
Victoria Pardew of Purvis.

Charlotte Odom Nursing Scholarship -
Alicia Malley of Slidell, La., and Meagan Hurt of
Hattiesburg. 

Pearl River County Homebuilders
Scholarship - Joseph Gilkey of Lumberton.

Picayune Kiwanis Club Scholarship -
Hannah Purvis of Picayune and Cameron Davis
of Carriere.

Picayune Lions Club Scholarship - Leah
Hahn and Kaitlin Rutledge, both of Carriere.

James Horris and Minnie Rae Pigott
Memorial Scholarship - Brandon Ashe of
Picayune.

Poplarville Eye Clinic Scholarship - Ethan
Loftin of Bay St. Louis.

PRCC Board of Trustees Scholarship -
Jackson Mapp of Hattiesburg.

PRCC Foundation Honors Scholarship -
Parker Wells and Zachery Rice, both of
Poplarville; Jessie Besanson of Carriere, Caleigh
Ball of Pass Christian and Blake McMickens of
Picayune.

Jack and Nancy Regan Scholarship - Marcus
Shaw of Poplarville and Chloe Anderson of
Purvis.

Donald K. Robbins Memorial Scholarship -
Brady Kersh of Hattiesburg.

Margaret Fairley Memorial Scholarship -
Emily Lauren Sullivan of Ellisville.

Rotary Club of Poplarville Scholarship -
Christian Destiny Jordan and Logan Keith Stines,
both of Poplarville.

Norman Rouse Memorial Scholarship -
Micaela Thigpen of Carriere.

Coach John and Miriam Russell Memorial
Scholarship - Justin Agner of Canton, Ga.

LaRue and Mary Jean Saulters Scholarship
- Blake Vincent of Lumberton.

Leo W. Seal Jr. Memorial Scholarship -
Hannah Ladner of Kiln, Davis Manley, Trustin
Chiasson and Ethan Smith, all of Picayune.

Lucy Prince Seal Memorial Scholarship -
Clint Stennett of Kiln.

David R. Smith Memorial Endowed
Scholarship - Dylan Ingram of Carriere.

Dolore Thomas and Martin T. Smith
Scholarship - Turan Smith of Poplarville.

Erlene McCarty Smith Arts Scholarship -
Torian Miller of Sumrall.

Southern Mississippi Planning and
Development District Scholarship - Maria Perez
Medina, Amber Downs and Daniel Andrews, all
of Hattiesburg; Rylee Swilley, Cameron Necaise
and Madyson Daniels, all of Kiln; Sye Blossman
of Poplarville, Katelyn Franklin of Columbia,
Lonnie Slocum of Foxworth, Cameron Swan of

Purvis, Walker Smith of Carriere, Destiny
Newsome of Prentiss and Ricardo Booth of
Bassfield.

Michael Sprinkell Memorial Band
Scholarship - Olivia Conley, Garrett Pittman and
Ayana Williams, all of Gulfport; and Christopher
Justice Weber of Long Beach.

Annelle Steele Memorial Scholarship -
Kelsey Jenkins of Poplarville and Charlie Burge
of Purvis.

St. Michaelís Foundation Scholarship -
Jessica Penton, Caleb Dorn and Casey Penton, all
of Picayune; Alejandra Alcantar and Lydia Smith,
both of Carriere; Ashley Ivy of Purvis, Terri
McCanless of Gulfport, Myles Ellis of Moss
Point, Jayde Tribett of Lumberton, Brandon
Haynes of Hattiesburg and Austin Warner of
Franklinton, La.

Dwayne Stuckey Scholarship - Kayla Smith
of Columbia.

Amber Owens Sumrall Memorial Softball
Scholarship - Carly Thornhill of Foxworth.

R.E.L. Sutherland Memorial Scholarship -
Connor Ruffin of Picayune.

Diane and Daphne Delphine Tate Memorial
Scholarship - Danica Creel of Poplarville.

Henry “Rudy” and Carolyn Smith Thomas
Memorial Scholarship - Ashley Brossette of
Carriere.

Ronald Tynes “A Hand Up” Scholarship -
Payton Seyfarth of Hattiesburg. 

Mike and Pam Waits Scholarship - David
Salser of Carriere.

Jean Baughman Wessel Scholarship -
Dawson Dorn of Picayune. 

Hugh and Juanita White Nursing
Scholarship - Christina Herrin and Timothy
Travis Fortenberry of Foxworth.

Jack Sidney Wilkinson Fellowship
Scholarship - Taylor Rose Martinolich of
Picayune.

Cary and Ann Williams Scholarship - Gillian
May of Columbia.

Williams Family “Making a Difference”
Scholarship - Kaitlyn McCurdy of Carriere and
Nicholas Kirschbaum of Poplarville. 

Artists’ work on display

Annett Lestremau, left, and her daughter, Shannon Catoire, talk about one of Catoire’s
photographs on exhibit at Pearl River Community College. The exhibit includes
Lestremau’s sketches and wood carvings and Catoire’s photographs. Lestremau won first
place in the Pearl River County Artists League Art Show in April with a colored pencil
sketch of a sea gull. She also took home first, second and third place awards in the col-
ored pencil division of the Picayune Knights of Columbus Art Show in September 2016.
Catoire displayed and sold a number of pelican portraits in the Pearl River County Arts
League Spring Art Show and at Bags and Bows in Bay St. Louis. Their works are on ex-
hibit in the gallery on the first floor of Moody Hall through Dec. 1.
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I always knew I wanted to make a 

difference in other people’s lives, and 

college was a time for me to discover 

what I truly wanted to be. I graduated 

in December with a Bachelor of 

Science in Nursing, and I’m currently 

working at a neurosciences ICU. 

When I visited Southern Miss, I knew 

there was something special here. 

The people at Southern Miss have 

given me encouragement and support 

to pursue my dreams.

KARI OUSTERHOUT 
RECENT GRADUATE  |  MADISONVILLE, LA

Students
getting these
PRVEPA
scholarships

Columbia Academy - Mathis James
Armstrong, Aubrey Grace Bilbo, Wiley Cleland,
Camaron Vince Havard, Madisyn A. Howell,
Cassady Jones, Lauren Lee, Jacob Daniel Pierce,
Calley Elizabeth Robbins, Kaitlyn Rogers, Colton
Taylor Sandifer, Ashton Watts. 

Columbia High School - Bailey Fornea, Jeni
Garcia, Gillian May, Garrett Mieras, Bayle Miller,
Nikendra Mingo, Kalonie Simon, Tia Sims, Luis
Smith, Christina Jade Swayze, Kistan Alexandra
Thackwray. 

East Marion High School - Charles Garrett
Dakota Bass, Layken Carney, Tyas Owens, Tysah
Rena Owens, Joleeza Tatyana Pope, Jeremiah
Taylor, Malik Willis, Julia Wilson. 

Forrest County AHS - Tyler Austin, Kalyn
Danielle Beall, Austin Breland, Michael Branson
Clark, James Corley, Rylee Veronica Essary,
Taylor Blake Evans, Kyle L. Farmer, Christopher
Dalton Hartfield, William Everest Kohli, Luke A.
Lee, Rebecca Lewis, Jackson Mapp, Taylor
Martin, Summer McInnis, Michael Edward
Pascarella, Haley Rogers, Christian Hayden
Rushing, Kylie Terrell, Ashley Terry, Destini
Trahan.  

G.E.D. - Rylee Johnson. 
Home School - Emily Branan. 
Lumberton High School - TaMya Bush,

Rachel Engle, Micah Jenkins. 
Northeast, MD. - Selena Lorden. 
Oak Grove High School - Chloe K. Anderson,

Marc Tyler Bullock, Max Crawford, William Tyler
Goolsby, Kiahya Alese Heard, Michael Joshua
Hobson, Jacob Parchert, Taylor A. Ramsey, Grace
Sanders, Danin Drew Traylor, Natalie Woo,
Nikeyah Youongblood.

Poplarville High School - Alex Cooley, Emma
Cooley. 

Purvis High School - Haley Abney, Charlie
Burge, Sophia Dilmore, Jack Richard Dilmore III,
Daniel Kaide Griffis, Jacob Lynn Hagan, Nathan
Hartfield, Summer Kelly, Jennifer Klages,
Presleigh Kleinke, William Masters, John David
OíBrian III, Penelope Anne Richardson, Calvin
Chase Smith, Jonathan W. Summers, Cameron
Swan, Jessica Swan, Cooper Varnado, Blake
Vincent, Joshua D. Worbington. 

Sacred Heart School - Jonathan J. Lee. 
Stone High School - Cameryn Whitney Jones,

Shelbi Elaine Lawrence, D’Artagnan Lee, Alisha R.
Moody, Sarah Kay Nations, Frederick Wegner III. 

Sumrall High School - Taylor Bass, Victor
Matthew Brantly, Hannah Broom, Kalyn Davis,
Brittany Kaye Farve, Tamara Gurley, Michael
Montgomery, Allison N. Pickett, Dalen Alex
Pierce, Kaley Piernas, Alec Brannon Ready,
William Blake Rogers, Kyle Stringer, Bree Ulmer. 

West Marion High School - Bryson Clark,
Nicole Crump, Rachel Lynette Davis, Caitlin
Forbes, Brittany Hunt, Alexica J. Magee, Garry B.
Martin, Laken L. Patrick, Zachary Tyler Pittman,
Ronnie ìDawsonî Robbins, Jasmine N. Rosado,
Trevor Slocum, Braxton A. Smith, Terrie Louise
Teston, Carly Noelle Thornhill, Abby Williamson. 

A total of 129 Pearl River Community
College students from throughout Pearl River
Valley Electric Power Association’s 12-coun-
ty service area are receiving scholarships of
$800 to attend PRCC this year, thanks to the
generous spirit and support of the
Association’s member-consumers.

More than 200 students from throughout
PRVEPA’s service area are receiving these
scholarships to attend state community col-
leges.

This is the fifth year for the Round Up for
Education scholar’s program, which is funded
by members who round their bills up to the
nearest dollar each month. Scholarships are
available to members who do the round up, as
well as for their spouses or dependent children
who are enrolled as freshmen this fall. 

“This is a phenomenal opportunity for Pearl
River Community College students,” said Dr.
Adam Breerwood, president of PRCC. “It is
an accepted fact in today’s society that invest-
ment in higher education is one of the most
significant investments a person will make in
their lifetime. 

“The opportunity that PRVEPA and its cus-
tomer base are providing for students in its

service area will provide untold dividends for
generations to come. We are most grateful for
the progressive leadership that PRVEPA has
provided on this issue. It will make a differ-
ence in the lives of many students in the future
and for our society in general.”

PRVEPA serves more than 49,000 meters.
Since the Round Up program began in
November 2012, more than $1 million has
been collected and deposited in an account
overseen by the Greater Pine Belt Community
Foundation.

“Throughout our history, Pearl River Valley
Electric has not only been providing electric
service to rural areas, but working to improve
the quality of life of our members and the
communities where they live,” said General
Manager Randy Wallace.

“We believe that education is vital to im-
proving the future for all of us in south
Mississippi, and the Round Up program was
designed to encourage more young people to
further their education.  

“Members working together to achieve a
common goal is a unique hallmark of cooper-
ative organizations, and I am proud of the pos-
itive response weíve received on this effort.

As we are now able to see, the accumulation
of what would normally be spare change for
an individual has added up significantly.
These funds will help create long-term educa-
tional opportunities as well as economic ben-
efits, which is good for everyone in the com-
munities we serve.”

Ten percent of each year’s funds are set
aside in an endowed fund for future use. The
remaining money is divided equally between
the number of eligible applicants, resulting
this year in 240 scholarships worth $800 per
student. In the program’s 5 years, more than
1,000 students have now received scholar-
ships.

Scholarship recipients this year include 129
students attending Pearl River Community
College, 45 at Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College, and 45 at Jones County
Junior College. An additional 21 students are
attending eight other state community col-
leges. Overall, students came from 21 differ-
ent high schools and home school programs.

Round Up for Education funds collected
after Aug. 1 go toward next year’s scholar-
ships. Applications for 2018 scholarships will
be available beginning this month.

Round Up for Education
PRCC students benefit from scholarship program

Several Pearl River Community College students were on hand  Oct.
17 for the ceremonial check presentation from Pearl River Valley
Electric Power Association for scholarships that 129 PRCC students

received. Directly behind the ceremonial check are PRVEPA general
manager Randy Wallace, PRCC President Dr. Adam Breerwood and
Kurt Brautigam, the association’s member services manager.   

On hand for the check presen-
tation were, from left, Roger
Knight, PRCC vice president for
college operations; PRVEPA
general manager Randy
Wallace, PRCC President Dr.
Adam Breerwood, Kurt
Brautigam, the association’s
member services manager; and
Maghan James, assistant vice
president of student services. 

2017 PRVEPA Scholars
Program Recipients

Pearl River  CC 129
Gulf Coast  45,   Jones  45
Southwest 10,     Hinds 3
Co-Lin  2,          East MS 2
East Central 1,   Meridian 1
Holmes 1,          Northeast 1
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Dr. Kyle Hill, Chair 
of the Department 
of Fine Arts and 
Communications.

 As we look forward to the 2017-18 season, we hope you will consider joining us at the Brownstone Cen-
ter for the Arts as we present an exciting season of entertainment.  Information about season tickets and individual 
tickets can be found on our Facebook, our website, and by contacting the BCA ticket offi ce.  We look forward to 
seeing you at the Brownstone.  

2017 - 2018 Season2017 - 2018 Season

Season Tickets: $150                                        601-403-1180                                    Individual event tickets available

November 13November 13
USM Wind EnsembleUSM Wind Ensemble

November 28November 28
Denver & The Mile High Orchestra Denver & The Mile High Orchestra 

ChristmasChristmas

December 9 & 10December 9 & 10
South MS Ballet presentsSouth MS Ballet presents

The NutcrackerThe Nutcracker

January 13January 13
Acapella 101 Acapella 101 

February 8February 8
Of Ebony and EmbersOf Ebony and Embers

April 5 & 6April 5 & 6
Big RiverBig River

Plus all 2017-2018Plus all 2017-2018
PRCCPRCC

Fine Arts ConcertsFine Arts Concerts

www.brownstonecenter.comwww.brownstonecenter.com

Cat Fight pre-game show Oct. 14

Pearl River Community College’s Spirit of the River and the Jones County Junior College
bands joined forces to perform the pre-game show before the South Division football
game on Saturday, Oct. 14, at Dobie Holden Stadium. The show featured some 350 stu-

dents. Dr. Kyle Hill, PRCC Director of Bands, is a JCJC graduate and Dr. Ben Burge,
JCJC Director of Bands, is a PRCC graduate. They combined to perform America the
Beautiful and the National Anthem. 

Rob Dietz of Los Angeles, a vocal arranger for the NBC prime-time show The Sing-Off and
co-founder of A Cappella Academy, talks with The Voices before working with them on Oct.
13. He also conducted a clinic with the PRCC Singers. PRCC Public Relations photo

Voices hear from vocal arranger

Left, the Spirit of the River surprised Dr. Kyle Hill with a framed uniform jacket before the
Oct. 21 homecoming game. Hill, director of bands, plans to retire in June. The surprise
party included a cake acknowledging Hill’s service as chief of the Northeast Lamar
Volunteer Fire Department.

The Voices presented a mini-concert at the gazebo before the Homecoming Luncheon on
Oct. 21. They are, from left, Eddie Chaney of Bay St. Louis, Tyler Johnson of Carriere,
Haidyn Lee of Brooklyn, Lonnie Burrell of Pisgah, Kaley Hammett of Gulfport, Chase
Mitchell of Hurley, Torian Miller of Sumrall, Ryan Eastridge and Hunter King, both of
Carriere; Madeline Boover of Sumrall, Lucas Williams of Picayune, Destiny Trest of Petal,
Bailey Humphrey of Brooklyn and Cammie Moree of Sumrall. They also sang the national
anthem at the football game.

Students recognize Dr. Hill

Head drum major Olivia Conley of Gulfport conducts the Spirit of the River minutes after
being presented as a sophomore maid in the homecoming court.

Above, The String of Pearls create a sea of pink with their pom pons for the annual Pink
Out game to raise awareness of cancer prevention while drum major K.J. Andrews of
Laurel waves gold pom pons and tries to keep up with the routine. 
Below, the String of Pearls (maroon uniforms) and the Touch of Gold from Jones (black
and gold uniforms) dance to a joint performance of the Hey Song before the game.

Spirit of the River in action
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By JAMIE DICKSON
Assistant Director/Wellness Center

Students who are enrolled in General
Physical Education Activities are seven weeks
into the Biggest Improver Challenge, which is a
fitness-related challenge being held at the
PRCC Wellness Center.  

This challenge kicked-off in early September
with students completing the pre-fitness assess-
ment administered by a group of PRCC ADN
nursing students. 

PE students were provided with personal in-
formation such as blood pressure, resting heart
rate, and body mass index.  

Students were also measured in the areas of
cardiorespiratory fitness, muscle endurance,
and flexibility.     

Following the pre-fitness assessment, many
students took the opportunity to learn more
about how to improve their current level of
physical fitness by attending training sessions
lead by Wellness Center student assistants.
Students have the option to attend either group
sessions or private sessions.  

“Not all students took advantage of our train-

ing sessions, but those who did seemed to have
learned a lot about the facility and felt more
comfortable with using the exercise equip-
ment,” according to Wellness Center student as-
sistant, Miranda Carnes.  

In order to meet the final criteria for the
Biggest Improver Challenge, these students
must return to the Wellness Center to complete
the post-fitness assessment on Nov. 29 or 30.

Students will retest in all the same areas of fit-
ness. Each participantís pre-assessment will be
compared to their post-assessment. 

Students who have significant improvements
in their fitness, according to their assessment re-
sults, will be recognized and will receive a prize
for their hard work. 

Expect the results to be posted at the Wellness
Center within the first week of December.  

Approximately 150 students completed the
pre-fitness assessment in September.  These stu-
dents automatically qualify for the Biggest
Improver Challenge.  We hope to see all of these
students return for the post-assessment in
November.  

We’re very excited about crowning our very
first Biggest Improver.

Biggest Improver Challenge
going on in Wellness Center

Health Fairs coming up
By SUSIE HALL

PRCC Nurse

The Mississippi State Department of Health
(MSDH) reports two new human cases of West
Nile virus (WNV), bringing the state total to
60 this year. The new cases are in Hinds and
DeSoto counties.

So far this year cases have been reported in
Bolivar, Calhoun (2), Clarke, Clay, Covington,
DeSoto (2), Forrest (5), Hinds (14),
Humphreys (2), Jones, Lauderdale, Leake, Lee
(3), Leflore, Lincoln (2), Lowndes (2),
Madison (4), Monroe (2), Noxubee, Perry,
Rankin (7), Scott (2), Sunflower, Wilkinson,
and Yazoo counties. Two deaths
have been reported, in Forrest and
Humphreys counties.

In 2016, Mississippi had 43 WNV
cases and two deaths. Peak WNV
season in Mississippi is July through
September, although cases can
occur at any time of the year.

Symptoms of WNV infection are
often mild and may include fever,
headache, nausea, vomiting, a rash,
muscle weakness or swollen lymph
nodes. In a small number of cases,
infection can result in encephalitis or meningi-
tis, which can lead to paralysis, coma and pos-
sibly death.

The virus has been detected in mosquitoes
throughout the state, so residents in all coun-
ties should take the following precautions for
protection against mosquito-borne illnesses:
n Use a mosquito repellent with an EPA-

registered ingredient such as DEET while you
are outdoors. 
n Remove all sources of standing water

around your home and yard to prevent mosqui-
to breeding. 
n Wear loose, light-colored, long clothing to

cover the arms and legs when outdoors. 
n Avoid areas where mosquitoes are preva-

lent. 
For information on mosquito-borne illness-

es, visit the MSDH website at
HealthyMS.com/westnile.

Mississippi’s toll-free West Nile Virus hot-
line: 1-877-WST-NILE (1-877-978-6453)
n PRCC Student Affairs/Health Services is

hosting a Pregnancy Prevention Sexual Health
Fair in the great hall in Crosby Hall on the
Poplarville campus Thursday, Nov.  9 between

the hours of 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
and on the Hattiesburg campus
Allied Health building on
Wednesday, Nov. 15 from 10:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Free and confidential HIV testing
will be available on both campuses. 

Thanks to the following agencies
who will be participating: Brother’s
Keeper, MS State Dept of Health,
Sav-A-Life of Pearl River Area,
PRCC Student Government
Association, Hope Clinic of MS,

Gulf Coast Women’s Center for Non-Violence,
Schafer Center for Crisis Intervention, PRCC
Department of Public Safety, AIDS Services
Coalition.
n Please call Health Services Clinic at

601-403-1303 with any questions regarding
the flu or other health concerns. Office
hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. -
3 p.m. during the fall and spring semesters.
The Health Services Clinic is free to all cur-
rent PRCC students, faculty and staff.

Hall

Congratulations to Karen Bond, Department of Science, Mathematics, and Business
Chair/Director of Institutional Effectiveness. She was selected to receive the August River
Rewards prize, a four-piece set of American Tourister luggage, presented to her by Dr.
Adam Breerwood on behalf of the River Rewards Committee. The presentation includes
Ernie Lovell (right), Executive Director of Development Foundation/Alumni Association,
and Dr. Jennifer Seal (second from right), Vice President for Planning and Institutional
Research; both are River Rewards Committee members.

River Rewards Hancock Center happenings
Student leaders at the Hancock Center have been
busy coordinating events all over Hancock County

The Hancock Center was well represented at Homecoming Oct. 21 on the PRCC cam-
pus. Pictured from left, as they gathered under the Hancock Center tent in the north end
zone, were from left: Instructor Craig Carrigee, Assistant Vice President Raymunda
Barnes, freshman maid Alexus Palode, sophomore Maid Haley Roberts, instructor Shari
Brooks, and student Katherine T. Kurtz.

Community service projects: From Oct. 10 through Nov. 10, the Hancock Center Student
Government Association is sponsoring a Canned Food Drive to benefit the Hancock
County Food Pantry. Each Monday, a group of students volunteer distributing and stock-
ing the food pantry. Above are students, from left, Shakina Lewis, Illiana Iniguez,
Katherine Kurtz and Olivia Gex. Below, from left, are Jason Trowbrodge, Illiana Iniguez,
and Haley and Madison Roberts.

Alumni fish fry
This year’s annual Forrest-Lamar Alumni Chapter fish fry,
sponsored and hosted by South Mississippi Electric Power
Association, raised some $5,000 for scholarships. 
More than 600 tickets were sold for the event.

PRCC instructor Dr. Terri Ruckel and students from the Forrest County Center enjoyed
the food and fellowship. The students included, from left, Raven Sterling of Oak Grove,
Michael Pascarella of Dixie, Sawyer Barber of Columbia, Thaddeus Barncastle of
Hattiesburg, Nathan White of Sumrall and Viktor Brantley of Sumrall.

PRCC cheerleaders who helped with the serving line are, from left, Hailey Bernard of
Picayune, Grayson Green of Mize, Kirsten Brunson of Carriere and Carmen Douglas of
Sumrall.

Wildcat Den employee Starlett Wyrosdick received the September River Rewards prize
from Dr. Adam Breerwood, PRCC president. With them are Candace Harper, second
from left, Wildcat Den director, and Dr. Jennifer Seal, vice president for planning and insti-
tutional research. Harper and Seal are members of the River Rewards committee.
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Justin Agner of Woodstock, Ga., was recognized by Coach
Ted Egger as the recipient of the Coach John and Miriam
Russell Memorial Scholarship.

Sigmund Lewis of Hattiesburg receives congratulations
from Coach Ted Egger on being named the recipient of the
Coach Keith Daniels Memorial Scholarship.

Chase Crosby of Saucier received the Coach Dobie
Holden Memorial Scholarship and was recognized by
Coach Ted Egger.

PRCC inducts 5 into Sports Hall of Fame

Above, inductees into the Pearl River Community College Sports of Hall of Fame are introduced along with Alumnus of the Year, Nancy Regan of
Hattiesburg, right. They are, from left, J.C. Arban of Hattiesburg, head coach from 1975-86; All-American soccer star Emmaleigh Davis of Pascagoula,
softball pitcher Jessica Dubuisson Morris of Hancock County, football standout John Feaster of Carriere and baseball slugger Matt Riser of Hammond,
La. Below, many of legendary PRCC coach Dobie Holden’s players were on hand for a reunion at Dobie Holden Stadium. 

Pearl River Community College
inducted five new members into its
Sports Hall of Fame Oct. 21 as part of
the college’s 2017 homecoming cele-
bration.

The list included former head foot-
ball coach J.C. Arban (1975-85),
whose Wildcat teams won the South
Division and MACJC state champi-
onship in 1976, and played in the
state championship game in 1981.
His record at PRCC: 61-37-4. 

Joining Arban in this year’s class is
first-team All-State and All-Region
defensive lineman John Feaster
(2000-02) of Picayune, who was an
all-state first-team player for the
Maroon Tide and became a preseason
All-American at PRCC in 2001.  

The other inductees included base-
ball star Matt Riser (2003-05) of
Picayune, who earned All-Region
XXII honors and Region XXII
Defensive Player of the Year honors
as a sophomore, helping PRCC to the
state title; first-team All-American
soccer star Emmaleigh Davis (2011)
of Pascagoula, and All-State and All-
Region softball star Jessica
Dubuisson Morris (2006-08) of
Hancock County.

All five were recognized before the
PRCC-Gulf Coast football game at
Dobie Holden Stadium.

Coach J.C. Arban
Arban had eight winning seasons

in his 10 years as coach of the
Wildcats, beginning with his first sea-
son at 7-2 in 1975. His teams won
two South Division championships.

Prior to getting into the coaching
profession, Arban was a halfback for
Southern Mississippi from 1955 to
1958 whose pride and dedication car-
ried him into the history books as one
of the outstanding Golden Eagle
players of all time.

The 1956 team would finish the
year at 7-2-1 and Arban was the sec-
ond leading rusher on the team with
84 carries for 380 yards (4.5 average)
and two touchdowns. 

He was a key member of the 1958
Southern Miss team that won the UPI
College Division National
Championship in 1958.

He later served as an assistant
coach at Southern Miss under P.W.
Underwood in 1973 and 1974.

John Feaster
As a player at PRCC, Feaster stood

6-foot-2 and weighed 280 pounds. As
a sophomore, he finished the year
with 48 tackles. He recorded 2.5
quarterback sacks (second-best on
the team), while causing one fumble
and recovering a team-high three
miscues while playing for coaches

Keith Daniels and Scott Maxfield.
“I am forever grateful and thankful

that I had the opportunity to play and
attend classes at Pearl River,” said
Feaster. “I was blessed to have my
mother (Elnora Jenkins) there every
Thursday and occasional Saturdays
for every game. I was blessed to play
for the late Keith Daniels. He gave
me a chance to make a difference.”

Feaster went on to play for the
University of Cincinnati and graduat-
ed from there in 2004. He is current-
ly in his second season as the head
football coach at Stone High School
in Wiggins.  

He and his wife, Nakisha, have
three children and live in Carriere.

Matt Riser
On the diamond, Riser was a main

reason PRCC won a state title. He
batted .376 as a sophomore and .347
as a freshman, compiling 110 hits, 30
doubles and 109 runs scored in his
two-year junior college career. The
Mississippi native prepped at
Picayune Memorial High and was an
All-State selection as a senior. Riser
earned his degree in biomedical engi-
neering from Tulane University in
2007.

Riser began his coaching career at
Tulane after playing with the Green
Wave in 2005-06. During his senior

season he belted three home runs, 37
RBI and 16 doubles. During his jun-
ior campaign he helped Tulane reach
the College World Series in 2005.

Riser played at PRCC and was
coached by Bay St. Louis native Jay
Artigues, the former PRCC head
coach and Southeastern Louisiana
head coach and current Lions director
of athletics.

After coaching at Tulane, Riser be-
came the primary hitting coach at
Southeastern Louisiana under
Artigues and worked with the Lions
outfielders. He is in his fifth season as
the head baseball coach at
Southeastern.

He and his wife, Jeanette, have a
son, and expect their second child
soon.

Emmaleigh Davis
Davis prepped at Resurrection

Catholic High School in Pascagoula,
where she was a four-time most valu-
able player and still holds the record
for most goals scored. She also
played for Gulf Coast United Futbol
Club for eight years and was a cap-
tain for four years.

As a college freshman, she played
one season for the University of
Memphis, leading her team to the
Conference USA championship. 

She transferred to PRCC in 2011

where she played in every game,
scored 30 goals, had 21 assists, and is
the only Wildcat soccer player to be
named a first-team All American. 

After PRCC, she played two sea-
sons at William Carey, earned sec-
ond-team All-American honors as a
senior and still holds the record for
most goals scored in a season.

Davis returned to PRCC as an as-
sistant coach under Jack Byrd in
2014-15.

An apprentice, she works as a pip-
efitter at Ingalls Shipbuilding. She
and her three-month-old daughter
live in Pascagoula. 

Jessica Dubuisson Morris
Morris played two seasons at

PRCC. As a freshman, she was All-
Region, as a sophomore All-Region
23 and All-American nominee with a
17-4 pitching record. She was voted
PRCC’s most athletic.

After receiving her PRCC degree,
she had a chance to further her play-
ing career, but chose to earn a degree
in practical nursing instead. 

She works at Mississippi Home
Care and part-time at Pearl River
County Hospital in Poplarville.

She and her husband, Aaron
Morris, are the parents of two chil-
dren and live in Hancock County.

Homecoming reunites friends, creates memories 
Pearl River Community

College brought old friends to-
gether, made memories for future
Wildcats and celebrated home-
coming Oct. 21 with an upset vic-
tory over a long-time rival.

Men who played for Coach
Dobie Holden from 1948-66 were
on hand to see five fellow athletes
inducted into the PRCC Sports
Hall of Fame. They also saw
Carmen Douglas of Sumrall
crowned homecoming queen and
the Wildcats beat the Mississippi
Gulf Coast Community College
Bulldogs 31-27.

“To see so many alumni come
back, it’s awesome,” said Matt
Riser, a Sports Hall of Fame in-
ductee for his 2003-05 baseball
career at PRCC. “I can not ex-
plain to you what PRCC means in
five minutes. The River gave me
a lot.”

Riser is head baseball coach at
Southeastern Louisiana Univers-
ity in Hammond, La.

Nancy Regan of Hattiesburg, a
Poplarville native, received the
Alumnus of the Year award at the
annual luncheon.

“This is just a wonderful honor
for me,” she said. “This is a spe-
cial deal because it’s my 80th
birthday. Pearl River has just been
a part of my life all these years.”

The day also included unveil-
ing a sign for the Dr. William
Lewis Honors Institute outside
White Hall. Lewis, who retired as
PRCC president in June, estab-
lished the program for exception-
al students in 2011. New presi-
dent Dr. Adam Breerwood narrat-
ed a video tribute to Lewis during
the luncheon before speaking
briefly to the alumni.

“Let me tell you, this is the
greatest job ever,” Breerwood
said. “I truly love it.”

Despite budget challenges,
PRCC will continue providing
leaders for tomorrow, he said.

“I believe that you expect us to
build champions on and off the
field and in and out of the class-
room,” he said. 

“Our students are individuals,
not numbers. We’re going to
work every day to educate them
and mold them in way you’ll be
proud of.”

While alumni were at the
luncheon, little girls took part in
the Lil’ Wildcat Cheer Clinic and
met the homecoming court at a
Pre-Coronation Tea Party.

Hundreds of football fans and
area residents spent a couple
hours at the Homecoming
Carnival outside the stadium be-
fore the game began.

Alumnus of the Year Nancy Regan is flanked by her daughters, Rhonda Fleming,
Miss PRCC in 1979, and Susan Barnes, 1983 homecoming queen.

Girls who took part in the Lil Wildcat Cheer Clinic cheer with the
Wildcat squad during the football game.
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Pearl River Community College MuseumPearl River Community College Museum

  On of the most decorated soldiers during World War II was a On of the most decorated soldiers during World War II was a 
Pearl River graduate, Lt. Shelby Speights. During a 110 day period, Spei-Pearl River graduate, Lt. Shelby Speights. During a 110 day period, Spei-
ghts won 5 Silver Stars and 2 Bronze Stars. Only 2 other soldiers won ghts won 5 Silver Stars and 2 Bronze Stars. Only 2 other soldiers won 
more Silver Stars than Speights and those were won over an entire ca-more Silver Stars than Speights and those were won over an entire ca-
reer. So Speights ranks right up in the top 3 Silver Stars recipients and reer. So Speights ranks right up in the top 3 Silver Stars recipients and 
one of those recipients was Gen. Douglas McArthur.  Visit the museum one of those recipients was Gen. Douglas McArthur.  Visit the museum 
and see Speights’ medals, the documentation that earned him those and see Speights’ medals, the documentation that earned him those 
medals, and the story behind the man.medals, and the story behind the man.

The museum is located next to Pearl River Hall and across from Jefferson Davis HallThe museum is located next to Pearl River Hall and across from Jefferson Davis Hall

Museum hours for the fall 2017 semester are as follows:Museum hours for the fall 2017 semester are as follows:
Monday and Wednesday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.Monday and Wednesday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.Tuesday and Thursday 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Friday 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.Friday 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
The museum is also available to open for special events. Groups or classes that are planning to visit The museum is also available to open for special events. Groups or classes that are planning to visit 
the museum should be scheduled in advance.  Call museum director Ronn Hague at 601-403-1316 the museum should be scheduled in advance.  Call museum director Ronn Hague at 601-403-1316 
for more information or to schedule your group.for more information or to schedule your group.

Lt. Shelby SpeightsLt. Shelby Speights

Pearl River Community College and Southern Mississippi
Planning and Development District sponsored the Area
Development Partnership First Friday Breakfast on Oct. 6
in Hattiesburg. The breakfast’s featured presentation was
a panel discussion that focused on workforce training in
the Pine Belt. The panel was comprised of Trey Smith,
Human Resources Manager at Kohler Co.; David Collum,
Pearl River Community College Instructor of Electronics;

and Daniel Jayroe, Community Development Director.
Todd Jackson, vice president for Economic Development
with the ADP, presented trends in the workforce and
served as moderator. Pictured here are Jayroe, Collum,
Dr. Jana Causey, vice president of Forrest County
Operations; Smith, Dr. Adam Breerwood, PRCC President;
Allison Beasley, SMPDD; Chad Newell, ADP president;
and Jackson.

ADP First Friday Breakfast

Pearl River Community College hosted an Industry Open House Oct. 16 at the Forrest
County Center on Highway 49 South. In conjunction with Mi-BEST (Mississippi Integrated
Basic Education and Skills Training (MI-BEST) program), PRCC took leaders in local
business and industry on tours of the various career-technical programs offered at PRCC.
Above, David Collum, Electronics Technology instructor, explains the training students re-
ceive in the electronics lab. Below, Tommy Broom, HVAC Technology instructor, shows off
some of the equipment students use in his program.

Industry Open House PRCC programs flourish

The adult education program at PRCC is providing a wide range of program opportunities
to offer pathways for adults needing literacy, ESL, high school equivalent (HSE) prep or
Smart Start classes. Above left, former student Brittney Northrop, who earned her HSE
last year, works with Wayne Halcomb. Above right, Erica Houseon (left) and Mallory
Spiers look over an assignment.  

By TERRI CLARK
Director of Adult Education

Pearl River Community College Adult
Education students and staff participated in
National Adult Education and Family Literacy
week Sept. 24-30.

This week raises public awareness about the
need for and value of adult education and fami-
ly literacy. Nationally, 36 million U.S. adults are
supported through Adult Education programs
focusing on earning their high school equivalen-
cy diploma or improving literacy skills. 

Adult education classes are often referred to
as education’s “best kept secret.” 

National Adult Education and Family
Literacy (AEFL) week is an opportunity for us
to elevate public awareness of adult educational
programs within PRCC. 

Students enrolled in PRCC AE were treated
to snacks and refreshments as part of a “thank
you” from the staff for their hard work and con-
tinued efforts. 

Dr. Jana Causey, vice president for Forrest
County Operations, spoke to the adult education
students and challenged them to earn their HSE
and continue their Wildcat education at PRCC. 

When we think of a person’s journey through

the educational system, we typically think of a
straight road or path. This is a journey that starts
in kindergarten, continues through college and
ends up in a productive well-paying job.

But is this always the case? No. Indeed, for
millions of Americans, the journey through ed-
ucation is far from being a straight path. 

In Mississippi, we have one of the highest
dropout rates in the country. Who are they?
Most of us know them - they are our coworkers,
neighbors, family and friends. 

A variety of adult educational pathways are
available to help the large number of parents,
workers and community members who need to
continue on their educational journey. 

The adult education program at PRCC is pro-
viding a wide range of program opportunities to
offer pathways for adults needing literacy, ESL,
high school equivalent (HSE) prep or Smart
Start classes. 

Adult Education classes are offered full time
on at all three PRCC locations, the Picayune and
Hattiesburg WIN Job Centers, and part-time at
the Marion County and Jefferson Davis County
Vo-Tech Centers. 

For information on Adult Education, call
Beverly at (601) 554-5551 or email adulteduca-
tion@prcc.edu.

Adult Education provides
students many opportunities

Dr. Jana Causey visits with adult education students.

By LEE BELL
Director/Lowery Woodall Center

At the end of this year, we
will say good by to one of our
beloved Woodall staff mem-
bers, Lee Reid.  

After 20 years with the col-
lege, it will be time to hang up
the hula hoops and smiley
faces that have become syn-
onymous with his Leadership
Coaching and Candy course.  

Lee has been the instructor
for the leadership course since
1999. He started the BUILD,
or Business and Industry
Leadership Development pro-
gram at Kohler. The main
focus of the program at that
time was on leadership and
problem solving.

After coming across
Monday Morning Leadership,
by David Cottrell, the program
changed in 2003 to Leadership
Coaching and Candy. He
styled the course to follow the
chapters of the book, focusing
on areas such as attitudes, hir-
ing, interviewing and dealing
with difficult people.  

Several companies have
used the program in an ongo-
ing effort to support leadership
development in their organiza-
tion.  

Hattiesburg Clinic has used
this program for years and
made it a requirement for any-
one looking to take on a lead-
ership role in the organization.
Bedford Care, Pearl River
Community College and the
Hancock County Port and
Harbor Commission are other
examples of organizations that
have repeatedly made use of
the training offered by Lee
Reid.  

You would think that over

the course of 18 years, Lee
would have this course down
to a science. No so, according
to Lee. “One of the biggest
challenges is adapting the pro-
gram to the mission of the or-
ganization.”

In the same year, he may go
from Coca Cola, to Pearl
River Community College, to
Bedford Care, to Stennis
Space Center. He is constantly
changing and tweaking his
material to keep it relevant.

Lee may be leaving us, but
he still has plans. Anyone who
knows him is aware of his at-
tachment to his little dog
named Kiki. They will surely
spend a good bit of time to-
gether. Lee plans to travel. He
also enjoys riding motorcy-
cles. He and his wife have
made trips together on their
motorcycles. He loves his
grandkids and will enjoy get-
ting to spend more time with
them.  

I asked Lee what are a few
things that we should remem-
ber about him. He responded,
“He cares about people. He
has been blessed to have the
opportunity over the past 18
years to teach. He received
way more than he gave. He
will miss the people most of
all.”

I was given the opportunity
to go through the Leadership
Coaching and Leadership
course. It was a fun way to
cover topics that are relevant
to leadership. I have enjoyed
working with Lee and consid-
er him a mentor. He may re-
tire, but we won’t be gone. 

He has spread so many
seeds of leadership throughout
the years. We are thankful for
his efforts.

Reid’s services
will be missed

Retiring
Staffers at the Lowery
Woodall Advanced
Technology Center in
Hattiesburg are preparing to
say good-by to leadership
course instructor Lee Reid,
who is retiring in December.
Pictured with Lee are ATC
staffers, from left, Audrey
Smith, secretary; Monica
Carpenter, custodian; Reid,
Lee Bell, director of the
Woodall Center; and Delano
Foster, custodian. 
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INVEST IN 
YOURSELF

At Delta State University, being a college student is a hands-on experience: 
flying commercial planes and drones, creating art, operating world-class 

recording studios, learning to save lives, and more. Delta State 
consistently ranks among the best in the nation for affordability. 

Come find your place in the #DSUFamily.

WWW.DELTASTATE.EDU • 1.800.GO.TO.DSU
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Super sophomores

Pearl River Community College honored its soccer sophomores Oct. 17. Sophomores for
the Lady Wildcats are, front row from left, Caroline Grafe of Kiln, Sarah Walden of
Pascagoula, Anna Grace Cooley of Lucedale, Mia Richardson of Pascagoula, Karsen
Gildea of Ocean Springs, back row from left, Mellie Snyder of Leakesville, Abbi
Henderson of Leakesville, Rylee Foster of Ocean Springs, Lacey Polderman of Picayune
and Kayla Nobles of Hurley.

Sophomores for the Wildcats are, front row from left, Parker Rose of Bay St. Louis, Junior
Sanchez of Hattiesburg, Spencer Martin of Spring, Texas, back row from left, Mark
Johnson of Bay St. Louis, T.J. Gines of Moss Point, Bradford Clark of Long Beach, Brian
Wright of Pascagoula, T.J. Anderson of Byram, West Zimmerman of Bay St. Louis,
Jackson Turner of Leakesville and Kyle Estess of Laurel.

Members of the 2017-18 Pearl River Community College men’s basketball team are
(front row from left) Cameron Douglas of Columbus, Rodney Mallett of Lexington, Jerrod
Rigby of Bay St. Louis, Cedric Brim Jr. of Tupelo, Jonas James III of Jackson, Marsel
Smith of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Eric Thornton Jr. of Jackson, Brandon Cranford of
Louisville, Ky., (back row from left) Fred Thompson of Biloxi, Ray Anderson of New
Orleans, Kirk Parker of Vicksburg, Jartavius Dobbs of Aberdeen, Brandon Kimble of
Indianola and Willie Logan of Flowood. 

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information 

Any fans of Pearl River Community College
men’s basketball looking for familiar faces on
the roster this fall may have to search a bit.

Head coach Chris Oney has brought in a
mostly-new crew in hopes of getting a team that
can play a faster, quicker style that
he prefers. PRCC has just three
players returning from last season.

“On this level, roster turnover is
to be expected,” said Oney, who en-
ters his third season as coach of the
Wildcats. “I like where our roster is
right now. We’ve got some young
guys with talent and some guys
coming back who played a lot of
minutes for us last season.”

Chief among the returning play-
ers is 6-foot-1 sophomore guard
Rodney Mallett, who averaged 9.3 points, 3.3
assists and 2.0 rebounds per game last season.

“Obviously, he’s matured quite a lot after
starting 23 games for us last season,” said Oney.
“His contributions on and off the court are going
to be invaluable, and we’re going to be looking
for a lot out of him.”

Also returning is 6-4 small forward Cameron
Douglas and 6-foot redshirt sophomore Jerrod
Rigby. Douglas averaged 8.2 points last season,
while Rigby averaged 5.5 points a game. 

“Cam is just oozing with potential,” said

Oney. “He does a lot of things on the floor that
fans may not notice, or that don’t show up in the
box score, but when you look on film, they re-
ally jump out at you.

“Jerrod is an extremely intelligent player who
always seems to make good decisions, and is
pretty solid shooting from 3-point range.”

The Wildcats did add some newcomers with
size, notably 6-9 sophomore
Jartavius Dobbs, who transferred
from Austin Peay, and 6-7 forward
Brandon Kimble, who redshirted at
Delta State last season.

But the biggest thing Oney said he
was looking for was quickness.

“That was a point of emphasis; we
wanted guys who are quick,” said
Oney. “We want to play fast and we
want to play up-tempo. Last year, I
thought there were some lose balls

and rebounds we didn’t get to be-
cause we were a step slow.

“In the seven years I’ve been here, I thought
we had the best preseason we’ve ever had as far
as conditioning and getting after it.”

Oney said it is too early to determine who the
go-to player is going to be, and he doesn’t see
that as a problem.

“We’re going to do it by committee,” Oney
said. “We’ve got a lot of tweeners, as far as size
goes, that we think will pose some mismatches.
We’re going to try to look for where the mis-
match is and exploit it.” 

Oney

New-look ‘Cats expect 
to play quicker, faster 

Members of the 2017-18 PRCC women’s basketball team are front row: From left - Tariah
Mouton (Meridian), Fredreka Smith (Gloster), Rehema Franklin (New Orleans, La.), head
coach Scotty Fletcher, Nicole Brock (Long Beach), Vanessa Graham (Stuart, Fla.,)
Cotoria Blackmon (Jackson). Bback row from left - assistant coach Chelsee Black, Gabby
Brown (Fort Walton Beach, Fla.), Tyasia Willis (Camden), Audriana Howard (Columbia),
Kyla Malone (Oxford), Charsima Walker (Brandon), Shauntelle Adams (Brandon),
Aire’Anna Norwood (Gulfport), Adyn Strickland (Saucier), Destiny Williams (Liberty) and
assistant coach Joanna Ortiz. 

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information 

Scotty Fletcher embarks on his third season as
the head women’s basketball coach at Pearl
River Community College with far more confi-
dence than in the previous two seasons.

“Hopefully, we’ll be one of the best defensive
teams in the league,” said Fletcher. “We want to
be efficient in rebounding and turn some teams
over. We have more length and depth at certain
positions than we’ve had the past two seasons.”

Injuries and a lack of depth have
crippled the Lady Wildcats the past
two seasons. Last season, PRCC
started off 8-1, then lost starting
point guard Elexis Peyton to a knee
injury and limped home 10-11 over-
all (3-11 in the MACJC South
Division).

This year, however, Fletcher has
10 returning sophomores from last
season, including Rehema Franklin,
who led the way with 16.3 points
per game.

“We’ve seen through the spring and into the
preseason, how focused she is,” said Fletcher.
“We return most of our scoring from last year,
when we were one of the youngest teams in the
league. Now we’re one of the older teams.
We’re battle-tested.”

Peyton will not be back this year, as she is
taking a redshirt season, along with Tiara
Robins and Aarmanii McDaniel, both of whom

also missed considerable time last season with
injuries.

However, Fletcher has added four freshmen,
as well as Audriana Howard, who redshirted last
season. Fletcher is particularly high on 5-foot-8
freshman guard Gabby Brown, out of Fort
Walton Beach, Fla.

“We were hoping that (Peyton, Robins and
McDaniel) would be back, but the flip side is
that is going to open up some opportunities for
our freshmen to step up,” said Fletcher. 

“Gabby can play that combo guard position
and she can play the point as well.
She comes from a great basketball
family; both her mom and dad are
coaches and her older sister was a
four-year starter for Florida State.”

Still, Fletcher says the Lady
Wildcats will sink or swim with
their sophomores, especially for-
wards Tyasia Willis and Charisma
Walker. 

At 5-10 and 5-11, respectively,
they are going to be counted on to

anchor the area around the basket,
and provide leadership in the locker room.

“I looked at where we are week-to-week,
compared to where we were at the same point
the past two years, and after 11 weeks, we are
way ahead of where we were,” Fletcher said.

“Hopefully, we’ll have a lot of leadership, and
we’re going to need it, because the South
Division is so grueling. It is so tough to win in
our division.” 

Fletcher

Lady Wildcats upbeat 
heading into season

Wildcats win another state title
By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information 

RIDGELAND - Kobe Lie hasn’t saved every
penalty kick he’s faced in goal for Pearl River
Community College this season, but he’s saved
enough of them that he felt confident going into
an overtime shootout against Mississippi Gulf
Coast Sunday afternoon.

With the game and a state championship in the
balance, the redshirt freshman goalkeeper from
Hattiesburg was the best man on the field, stop-
ping the first two shots he faced, and his team-
mates were perfect on all four of their attempts.

By winning the shootout 4-1, following a
scoreless tie in 110 minutes of play, the Wildcats
defeated the 19th-ranked Bulldogs to capture the
MACJC/Region 23 State Tournament men’s
soccer championship at Freedom Ridge Park. 

“Ever since I started coaching junior college,
as an assistant coach 12 years ago, the only thing
I’ve ever wanted to do was win a state champi-
onship,” said PRCC coach Drew Gallant.
“These guys were phenomenal.”

In the end, it was Lie who got it done for the
Wildcats in the postseason. In three MACJC
Tournament games, he didn’t allow a goal and
had 26 saves.

“You’ve got to have confidence,” said Lie. “If
you don’t have confidence, you might get a bit
shaky, and you might let the ball play you. If
you’re confident, you can come up and go at the
ball.”

Lie set the tone right at the start of the shootout
against Max Johnson of Gulf Coast, after fresh-
man Jevaun Ennis (Maypen, Jamaica) easily
made the Wildcats’ first try. Johnson tried to go
low and to his left, and Lie had it read all the
way.

“I knew exactly where he was going with that
one,” Lie said. “The second one was a bit tricki-
er, but I got a good look at it and punched it out.”

After that, all that was left was for the
Wildcats to make their shots, and they did. The
Bulldogs got their third try past Lie, from
Windham Whatley, but they never got another
chance. 

Freshman Bo Bowman (Bay St. Louis) fol-

lowed Ennis with a successful kick, sophomore
Bradford Clark (Long Beach) was good on his,
and redshirt sophomore Kyle Estess (Laurel)
sent his team into a celebratory frenzy with his
make. 

“I had a lot of pressure on me, but I knew that
we had Kobe Lie back there and he’d already
saved two of three,” said Estess. “So that took a
lot of pressure off.”

The Wildcats almost didn’t get it to overtime.
Gulf Coast had an early goal waved off for being
offside, and in the 78th minute, Jordan Hall, the
nation’s leading scorer with 28 goals, sent a shot
on a bicycle kick from the right side that Lie
knocked down right at the goal line, then mo-
mentarily lost.

The Bulldogs celebrated as if they had scored,
but the referee ruled that the ball did not cross the
line.

“He hit it clean, and he hit it hard,” said Lie. “I
just tried to get my hands on it to knock it down,
then I just needed to find where it was.”

As sensational as Lie was, though, he was
helped by a rock-solid defensive back line that
kept numerous Bulldog plays from developing
into threats.

“The defensive play was wonderful today,”
said sophomore Spencer Martin (Spring, Texas).
“Mississippi Gulf Coast is good team, with a lot
of offensive weapons, so we knew we had to
come out and play hard, and we did it as a team.”

The Wildcats had some chances of their own,
especially a second-half breakaway and a hard
shot by Bowman that Bulldog keeper Owen
Betz dove to make a fingertip save.

In all, Gulf Coast had 21 shots, 11 on goal, to
15 for Pearl River, six on goal.

Overall, this was PRCC’s sixth state champi-
onship in men’s soccer and the fifth in six sea-
sons.

“It felt good,” said Estess, who was on the
field two years ago when the Wildcats won the
fourth of four consecutive state titles. 

“I knew at the beginning of the year that we
had something good going. And as we got
halfway through the season, I knew we had a
shot. We just had that one opponent that we had
to beat, Gulf Coast, and today we did it.”

PRCC (11-6) will face Laredo (Texas) at 7:30
p.m. Friday in the semifinals of the NJCAA
South Region Tournament at Tyler, Texas.



By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

Baseball fever is running high at Pearl River
Community College, where the Wildcats re-
cently completed fall practice in anticipation of
the 2018 regular season.

PRCC is coming off a successful 2017 season
in which the Wildcats posted a 29-20 overall
record (16-12 in the MACJC) and advanced to
the semifinal round of the NJCAA Region 23
State Tournament.

“It went well, about like we expected,” said
PRCC coach Michael Avalon, who
enters his second season at the helm.

“We had a lot of turnover, a lot of
new guys coming in, and anytime you
have that many new guys there is a
period of adjustment. One of the
biggest things about the fall is getting
the new guys to understand that the
speed of the game is so much faster
than what they’re used to.”

Pearl River only returns two posi-
tion starters from last season, first
baseman Simon Landry and outfielder
Bryson Medious, but both players were big
parts of the Wildcats’ success in 2017 and will
be counted on heavily to anchor the batting
order next spring.

“We’re going to try to build our team around
those two guys, and their leadership in the sec-
ond and third spot in the batting order will be
critical for us,” Avalon said. 

“Bryson gives us a lot of speed, both on the
base paths and in the field, and we expect Simon
to be one of the top power hit-
ters in our league.” 

Landry, a sophomore from
Ponchatoula, La., led PRCC in
most offensive categories last
season, batting .301 with 16
home runs, 12 doubles and 46
RBIs. Medious, a redshirt soph-
omore from Columbia, hit .266,
with two homers, seven doubles
and 27 RBIs. 

The Wildcats’ big strength,
however, will be experience on
the mound. PRCC will have two
of the state’s top right-handers
in sophomores Colby White
(Foxworth) and Drake
Nightengale (Sumrall).

White, who has committed to
Mississippi State, posted a 6-3
record with 5 saves and 62
strikeouts in 55 2/3 innings last
season. 

Nightengale, who signed with
Delta State last fall, had a 2-2

record with 56 strikeouts in just 31 2/3 innings
before suffering a season-ending injury that re-
sulted in a medical redshirt season.

“Drake has been completely cleared to pitch
after his rehab,” said Avalon. “We didn’t use
him much in the fall, but he’ll be fully ready to
go in the spring. Colby, of course, was a revela-
tion for a lot of people. They both throw very
hard and mix their pitches well.”

Also back is sophomore left-hander Luke
Bradley (Pass Christian), who was 4-0 with 5
saves and a 2.46 earned-run average last spring.
Bradley is currently penciled in as Pearl River’s

top reliever.
Among the newcomers at PRCC

this year is sophomore Derek Eberly
(Blountstown, Fla.), who hit .265 in
34 at-bats last spring for Chipola
(Fla.) Junior College. He is expected
to start the season as the Wildcats’
shortstop. 

Also transferring is sophomore in-
fielder Scooter Gunn (Columbia),
who hit .295 and had 18 RBIs as a
starter for Southwest Mississippi last

season.
In addition, Avalon is very high on his class of

incoming freshmen, led by right-hander Miles
Smith (Laurel), who was 6-1 with a 1.09 ERA
and 95 strikeouts for Northeast Jones last
spring, Shemar Page (Raleigh) who had .565
and had 83 strikeouts as a senior.

Both Smith and Page are expected to fill out
the Wildcats’ pitching rotation, and Page is also
being looked at as the designated hitter. 

Other freshmen expected to make big contri-
butions are outfielders Wiley
Cleland (Columbia), Noah
Barron (Hoover, Ala.), Jerrod
Meggs (Kosciusko) and Luke
Harper (Meridian).

“We have a talented group
of freshmen and we are ex-
pecting a lot out of them,”
Avalon said. 

“We feel like what we did
last spring was just the start of
where we think this program
can go, but with big expecta-
tions come big responsibili-
ties. We have to keep working
hard, because this is an unfor-
giving league.”

The Wildcats have a new
assistant coach in Sam
Roberson, a native of Dallas
who is a 2016 graduate of
Southeastern Louisiana and
served SLU as a graduate as-
sistant this past spring. 
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Above, former Pearl River
Community College standout
Ashley Graeter shows young
baseball players the proper
way to stretch before a
workout during the Day with
the Pros Baseball Camp,
held Oct. 1 at PRCC. 
Left, PRCC baseball assis-
tant coach Rhyne Hughes, a
former big-leaguer with the
Baltimore Orioles, instructs
13-year-old Aiden Moffett of
Taylorsville on proper throw-
ing technique during Day
with the Pros Camp.

Pro players offer lessons
at PRCC baseball camp

Three former Pearl River Community
College baseball standouts, plus a former local
star, helped make A Day with the Pros baseball
camp on Oct. 1 a success.

Former Wildcats Jacob Taylor, Braxton Lee
and Ashley Graeter, and former Petal High
standout Anthony Alford gave a group of about
25 youngsters from age 5 to 14 a glimpse at
what it takes to succeed in professional baseball.

“This is my home,” said former Wildcat in-
fielder Ashley Graeter, who works now in the
Colorado Rockies organization. 

“I come back here and work out during the
offseason, and they guys are nice enough to let
me use the facilities here. So it’s a chance to
give something back to the school.” 

The youngsters spent about two hours going
through some stretching drills, along with some
throwing, fielding and batting under the leader-
ship of the pro guys.

“I was doing the same thing when I was these
kids’ age,” said Jacob Taylor, a former Wildcat
now in the Pittsburgh Pirates organization. “I al-
ways enjoyed coming to these camps and hear-
ing from these guys about life in pro ball. It gave
me a goal to strive for.”

Alford, who played five games for the

Toronto Blue Jays after being called up from
Class AAA in July, came at the behest of a for-
mer teammate from his youth days, Wildcat
sophomore Bryson Medious.

“I’ve been friends with Bryson since I was a
kid,” said Alford. “He called me up and asked if
I’d like to come help out. It sounded like fun.
These kids are the future of the game, and it’s
nice to share with them.”

Wildcat baseball coach Michael Avalon, his
staff and members of the 2018 Wildcat team
helped out with the one-day camp.

“We couldn’t have asked for a better day,”
said Avalon, the second-year PRCC coach.
“These guys could have been doing something -
anything - else, but they chose to be here to give
back to the game and to the school here at
PRCC.” 

Indeed, the players got into the spirit of the
day, as they related to the kids they were in-
structing.

“This is fun, a good day,” said Braxton Lee,
who went from PRCC to play for Ole Miss for
two seasons and is now in the Miami Marlins
organization. “I come back here every year, be-
cause it’s a place where I can work on my own
and get in shape for the season.”

Members of the PRCC softball team had a good time hamming it up with fans during
Homecoming 2017 on Oct. 21 on the PRCC campus. Members of the team in the picture
from left: Kaley Lambert, Dallas Baker, Elizabeth Taggard, Sarah Depperschmidt, Jordyn
Kittrfell and Anna Grace Cooley (front). 

Avalon

Baseball fall drills over,
spring season is next

The 2017 season was a bit of a rebuilding
year for Pearl River Community College soft-
ball, and the result was a mediocre record.

The Wildcats were 19-23 overall last season,
11-17 in MACJC games, but longtime head
coach Leigh White is confident that PRCC will
be back up to speed for the 2018 regular season. 

Pearl River completed its fall practice season
recently, competing with both community col-
lege rivals and four-year programs in scrim-
mage action.

“It went OK,” said White, now in
her 16th season at PRCC. “We found
some areas we need to work on, and
get better at. But I’m excited about
this group.”

PRCC returns a strong nucleus of
sophomores, led by infielder Ilyssa
Easton, who as a first-team All-State
selection last season after batting
.377, with 5 home runs, 30 RBIs and
14 stolen bases. 

Easton will team with sophomore
Sarah Depperschmidt to form an ex-
perienced team in the middle of the infield.

Also back is second-team All-State center-
fielder Anna Grace Cooley, who hit .375 and
had 12 steals. However, Cooley played soccer
this fall and was not available this fall.

“The chemistry they have, and the leadership
they’ve displayed we think will be a plus for

us,” said White. “We will have a lot of sopho-
mores in key positions, and we expect to be our
leaders on and off the field.”

The Wildcats also return two pitchers from
last season in sophomore Olivia Holley, who
was 6-11 last season, despite a 3.49 earned-run
average, and Krista Robles, who was 4-2 with
a 4.98 ERA. Robles also played first base and
batted .351 with 21 RBIs.

White signed what looks like a talented class
of incoming freshmen, including a pair of for-

mer Picayune High standouts, first
baseman Elizabeth Taggard, who hit
.458, with 12 doubles and 31 RBIs
as a senior, and catcher Alyssa
Pinero, who had just two errors be-
hind the plate last spring.

“On paper, they look good,”
White said. “They’ve worked hard
to get used to the speed of the game
at this level, but we’re confident that
they can make the adjustment.”

Kirsten Bales is back for another
season as assistant coach, but PRCC

has a new softball assistant in former Wildcat
pitcher Danielle Barton, who will work with
the pitchers.
n White also reported last week that

Depperschmidt has committed to Belhaven
University. She will graduate from PRCC in the
spring.

PRCC softball looks
ahead after fall practice

White

Pearl River Community College freshman Chase Graves is sitting in second place among
competitors in steer wrestling in the Ozark Region of the National Intercollegiate Rodeo
Association.

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

POPLARVILLE - With one more event re-
maining in the fall season, Pearl River
Community College is on its way to another
solid season in rodeo.

Through four events, the PRCC men are
sixth in the Ozark Region of the National
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association, while the
women stand seventh. The Wildcat men are
sitting with 1,000 points, while the women are
at 150 points.

Individually, freshman Chase Graves is in
second place in steer wrestling, with 275
points, and is tied for sixth in team roping, with
130 points.

Sophomore Ryder Ladner is ninth in tie-down

roping, with 140 points, and tied for sixth in
team roping, with 130 points, and is 12th in
steer wrestling. Sophomore Nick Gonzales and
freshman Austin Tuley are each tied for 10th in
team roping, both with 75 points.

For the women, freshman Abbi Holliday is
tied for 12th in barrel racing, with 30 points,
Chelsey Johnson is tied for 11th in breakaway
roping, with 80 points, and tied for 14th in goat
tying, with 40 points.

In their most recent competition, Oct. 12-14
at Murray State University in Kentucky, the
PRCC men were seventh, with 125 points.

Ryder Ladner was fifth in steer wrestling,
with a final score of 11.7.

PRCC will complete the fall season Nov. 2-
4 at Magnolia, Ark., in an event hosted by
Southern Arkansas University.

PRCC rodeo team off
to another solid season

The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

Sophomore first baseman
Simon Landry follows through
on a home run swing during a
fall scrimmage recently at
Wildcat Field. 



Pearl River linebacker Cory Jackson leads
a defensive surge as he wraps up a
Copiah-Lincoln runner during action
Saturday at Wesson.
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2017 JuCo final standings

Pearl River Community College assistant
football coach Terrence Metcalf has added an-
other honor to his list of accolades.

Metcalf, who serves as assistant head coach
and offensive line coach at PRCC, was named
as one of 14 members of the Southeastern
Conference Football Legends Class of 2017,
representing Ole Miss, his alma mater.

“I’m glad that Ole Miss has selected me for
this honor, but I’m not real big on that kind of
stuff,” said Metcalf. “I’m humbled and blessed
to be a part of this.”

The SEC Football Legends is an annual
awards program that honors football greats
from each of the leagueís 14 member schools. 

Metcalf was a consensus All-America as an
offensive lineman at Ole Miss in 2001, after
starting all four seasons as a Rebel. He went on
to a seven-year pro career, mostly with the
Chicago Bears, for whom he played in Super
Bowl LXI. He is in his second season as an as-

sistant at PRCC.
Other members of the SEC Legends Class of

2017 include: Alabama, Gene Stallings (for-
mer head coach 1990-96); Arkansas, Dan
Hampton (defensive tackle 1975-78); Auburn,
Carlos Rogers (defensive back 1996-98);
Florida, Danny Wuerrfel (quarterback 1993-
96); Georgia, Champ Bailey (defensive back
1996-98); Kentucky, Nate Northington (defen-
sive back 1966-67); LSU, Glenn Dorsey (de-
fensive tackle 2004-07); Mississippi State,
Floyd Womack (offensive line 1997-2000);
Missouri, Brad Smith (quarterback, 2002-05);
South Carolina, John Abraham (linebacker
1996-99); Tennessee, Chad Clifton (offensive
line 1995-99); Texas A&M, Daave Elmendorf
(defensive back 1968-70); Vanderbilt, Don Orr
(quarterback/safety 1954-56).

The 2017 class will be honored at the SEC
Weekend of Champions Dec. 1-2 in Atlanta,
Ga. 

Metcalf named to SEC Legends Class

Ted Egger was thrown into a difficult situa-
tion when he was named interim head football
coach at Pearl River Community College at the
end of May.

Fortunately, he didn’t have much time to
think about it.

“It started May 31,” said Egger. “I remember
it, because the parents of all of our freshmen
were coming in the following Monday for ori-
entation. That was the best thing that could have
happened, because I didn’t have time to think,
we just had to get ready and go.”

Egger can finally relax, after he was named
full-time coach of the Wildcats in an announce-
ment made last week.

Egger, 39, guided the Wildcats to a 5-4 record
this season, 4-2 in the MACJC
South Division.

Egger’s appointment is ex-
pected to be made official at
the next Board of Trustees
meeting, scheduled for Nov.
14. PRCC is Egger’s first head
coaching position after a well-
travelled career as an assistant
coach, mostly on defense.

“It’s a relief, really,” said
Egger. “I was very excited
about the opportunity. But there wasn’t a whole
lot of time to think about it. We had to get ready
to go for the summer program, and everything
that went with it.”

PRCC president Adam Breerwood said he
saw early-on that Egger had what he was look-
ing for in a permanent head coach.

“We’ve stressed to all of our coaches to build
champions on and off the field,” said
Breerwood. “I saw early in the year, even
though we struggled a bit that we had potential-
ly the right guy for the job, and I don’t know
that we expected that at the beginning of the
year.”

Egger is a native of Hornell, N.Y. and is a
graduate of Lock Haven University in
Pennsylvania. He came to PRCC in early 2016
as defensive coordinator from a stint in a simi-
lar position at Concordia (Minn.) University. 

“We had a lot a lot of confidence in Coach
Egger from the beginning,” said athletic director
Jeff Long. “As we went through the summer
and saw the work ethic and how everything was

playing out, we felt good
about him.” 

Both Breerwood and Long
stressed the team’s academic
achievements, which they
said was a big factor in the de-
cision to hire Egger full time.

The Wildcats had 14 play-
ers finish with 4.0 grade-point
averages in the summer ses-
sion, 26 are scheduled for
early graduation in December

and nine players were recently inducted into Phi
Theta Kappa, the college’s honorary society.

“Coach Egger has really transformed our
campus in a positive way,” said Long. “I think
that’s the biggest takeaway from this, just the
positivity that he and his staff have brought both
to our football team and the campus at large.” 

Egger rewarded head coach position

Pearl River head football coach Ted Egger works the sideline during the Wildcats’ 31-27
Homecoming win over Mississippi Gulf Coast at Poplarville on Oct. 21.

TED EGGER BIO
Age: 39
Education: Lock Haven (Pa.)
University - Bachelor’s degree,
2000; Adams State (Colo.) -
Master’s degree, 2002.
Family: Wife, Sarah; Son, T.J.
(age 2)

Wildcats close out season
with victory over Co-Lin 

Above, Pearl River running
back Caleb Batie (24) dives
for extra yardage during ac-
tion against Jones County
Junior College. 
Right, PRCC quarterback
Markevion Quinn (17) looks
downfield on passing play
during action against
Mississippi Gulf Coast dur-
ing Homecoming at
Poplarville.
Bottom, Pearl River line-
backer Cory Jackson (18)
sacks Gulf Coast quarter-
back Larry Sisson as defen-
sive end Korbin Harmon
comes up to help. 
(Photos courtesy of JuCo
Weekly)

Pearl River kicker Mark Johnson follows through a successful 37-yard field goal against
Jones County in Poplarville. (Photo by Lane Hall/PRCC Sports Information)

By STAN CALDWELL
PRCC Sports Information

WESSON - It was mission accomplished for
Pearl River Community College Saturday after-
noon, as the Wildcats finished the 2017 football
season on a strong note.

PRCC used a pair of defensive touchdowns
and another solid offensive effort to defeat
Copiah-Lincoln 40-21 in the season finale for
both teams in South Division action at Stone
Stadium. 

The Wildcats won their last two games to fin-
ish 5-4 overall (4-2 division). It was Pearl
River’s first winning season since 2014 and only
the second since 2010. Co-Lin completed its
season 4-5 and 2-4.

“It was a great performance by our football
team,” said PRCC coach Ted Egger. “These kids
have been doing this all year. I think we’re play-
ing our best football right now. I wish we had
two more games to play.” 

Pearl River held the Wolves to just 285 yards
of offense, including just 82 rushing yards, while
racking up 402 yards of its own. The Wildcats
also stopped the Wolves five times on fourth
down, including twice inside their own 10-yard
line in the fourth quarter.

The Wildcats scored on a 31-yard pick-six by
sophomore J’Quille Washington (Hattiesburg)
in the second quarter, after the Wolves had
scored first, early in the period. 

Freshman Jesse Pernell (Poplarville) had a 42-
yard touchdown run, and Quinn ended the first
half with a 3-yard run to give PRCC a 20-14 lead
at halftime.

Co-Lin scored early in the third period, but
Quinn put the Wildcats ahead with a 49-yard
touchdown run, then PRCC broke the game
open in the third quarter on 49-yard touchdown
pass to redshirt sophomore Malcolm Staten (Bay
St. Louis).

“I feel so honored to be around these guys,”
said Staten. “They believed in me and gave me
the opportunity to show what I could do. It’s just
been a blessing.”

The Wildcats closed the scoring on a 25-yard
scoop-and-score when redshirt frehman Korbin
Harmon (Oxford) picked up a fumble after a
sack by sophomore Chase Crosby (Gulfport). 

In his final game as a Wildcat, Crosby finished
with a team-high 12 tackles.

“It’s a little bittersweet,” said Crosby, who fin-
ished as Pearl River’s leading tackler this season
with 72 stops. 

“We really wanted to come out and get a win-
ning season, since it’s been awhile since we did
that. 

“Defense played extremely well today, all
around, front seven and the secondary. We made
big plays, and our coaches say when we make
big plays and score on defense, we’ll win.”

Freshman quarterback Markevion Quinn
(Ruleville) ran 19 times for 131 yards and two
touchdowns, finishing his season with 879 yards
and 17 touchdowns. Quinn’s touchdown total
leads all players in the NJCAA.

“It means a lot,” said sophomore guard
Tremaine Chatman. “It means a lot of hard
work, dedication and brotherhood. We really
didn’t have to make any adjustments when
Quinn went in there. We just knew he could go
to the house every play.”

Egger said he, his staff and his returning fresh-
men aren’t going to waste any time getting
ready for next season.

“We’re going to give them a couple of days
off, then get back to work. We need to get
stronger in the weight room and we need to fin-
ish up strong in the classroom this semester.”

PRCC GAME SUMMARY
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing
Pearl River - Markevion Quinn 19-131, Ron

Thompson 14-76, Caleb Batie 10-48; Jesse
Pernell 40, Chandler Roberts 1-2, Team 1-(-5).
Passing

Pearl River - Markevion Quinn 8-22-0-110;
Co-Lin - Woody Barrett 12-28-2-200. 

Receiving 
Pearl River - Malcolm Staten 3-67, Heath

Greenlee 2-16, Tyler Polk 1-16, Ron Thompson
1-7, K.J. Breland 1-4.
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