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Dr. Lewis looks forward to retirement

Dr. William Lewis will retire
June 30 as president of Pearl
River Community College, the
capstone of a career spanning
almost 50 years in education.

A former coach, teacher and
school superintendent, Lewis
came to Pearl River in July
2000 after jobs in the K-12,
community college, university
and private educational fields.

Lewis acknowledges he
won’t know what to do with
himself the first few mornings
of retirement. He started going
to school at 7 a.m. - the Early
Bird Room at Clinton
Elementary - at age 5 because
his mother had to get to her job
in Jackson before classes start-
ed.

“As I got older, I was still
going to school at 7 o’clock in
the morning, playing ball and
being in all kinds of student ac-
tivities,” he said. “That’s been
a way of life for me since I was
5 years old. Not getting up and
going to the school house at 7
o’clock in the morning is
going to be a great adjustment
for me personally.”

But Lewis is ready for the
change.

“I’ve always believed that
we have a certain shelf life, if
you will, in certain positions,”
he said. “I woke up one morn-
ing and looked in the mirror
and it occurred to me I had just
had my 70th birthday. I came to
the realization that it’s time. It’s
time for a change. It’s time for
me personally to have a change
and time for the college to have
a change of direction.”

Lewis sees funding and
ever-changing technology as
the forces that will drive that
direction and be major chal-
lenges for incoming president,
Dr. Adam Breerwood.

“I see down the road a lot of
changes that will be coming,
not only to Pearl River
Community College, but also

to our model for a statewide
system,” he said. “There are a
lot of things we have tradition-
ally done that perhaps need ex-
amination. We’re going to
have to take a hard look at our-
selves. Some of that’s driven
by funding.”

State funding cuts and tight
finances for the six counties
that support PRCC with tax
money create budgetary chal-
lenges that can be only partial-
ly offset by tuition increases,
he said.

“There’s a ceiling with tu-
ition and what we can charge
students,” Lewis said. “The
question always has been how
do we provide the best product
for the most economical pric-
ing we can find.”

The best educational product
also requires keeping up with
technology developments on
both the academic side and the
career and technical/workforce
side.

“Technology is driving so
many changes and the direc-
tion we’re going,” he said.
“We’ve seen some enormous
changes in the last decade in
what we call the Virtual
Community College. That stu-
dent base is growing and
growing. Where the top to that
is, I don’t think anybody really
knows.”

Training a work-ready stu-
dent in career and technical
and workforce education re-
quires modern equipment and
the money to continually up-
date it.

“Business and industry is
expecting us to provide them
with a person who is well
trained and well skilled,”
Lewis said.

“Being able to provide that
equipment is a significant
challenge. But the bottom line
is that the teaching and learn-
ing world is always changing.
It’s always changed.”

Time in education
spans some 50 years

Dr. Lewis and his wife, Janet Gayle, plan to spend more time with their extended family.

Lewis points to Pearl River’s history as
proof of constant change. The college
traces its roots to 1909 when Pearl River
County Agricultural High School opened
near today’s administration building. By
1921, state officials had approved offer-
ing college classes and Mississippi’s
state-supported system of two-year col-
leges - the first in the country - was born.

“I often wonder where we would be in
this state if the community college sys-
tem had not existed and if, back in the
early 1900s, that Pearl River County
Board of Education had not made the de-
cision that they needed to open that agri-
cultural high school that grew into this
vast system that has grown into what a
lot of folks have rated as the number one
system of community colleges in the en-
tire country,” Lewis said. “We really, re-
ally have a lot to be proud of.”

Lewis’ own path to Pearl River gives
him the perspective to make that state-
ment:
n Clinton High School graduate
n Bachelor’s degree from Mississippi

College
n Master’s and doctoral degrees from

University of Southern Mississippi

n Biology teacher and basketball
coach at Harrison Central High School
n Biology teacher, assistant basketball

coach at Gulf Coast Community College
n Basketball coach, PE instructor, fi-

nancial aid director at Copiah-Lincoln
Community College
n Administrative positions at USM
n Superintendent of Petal School

District
n Executive director of Public

Education Forum of Mississippi
n President of PRCC
n Honored with Mississippi College’s

Distinguished Alumni Award from the
Department of Teacher Education, in-
ducted into the Alumni Hall of Fame at
the University of Southern Mississippi,
received the Shirley B. Gordon Award of
Distinction and Michael Bennett
Lifetime Achievement Award from Phi
Theta Kappa.

His time at Pearl River mixed great
successes and tremendous challenges.

From the beginning, Lewis worked to
improve the look of the campus with
landscaping, improved traffic flow and
parking and new and renovated build-
ings. During his tenure, Malone Chapel,

additions to Crosby Hall/Bender
Cafeteria, four dormitories, Career
Education Building, Moody Hall addi-
tion, Brownstone Center and White
Coliseum were built on the Poplarville
campus. The Forrest County Center also
grew with new and renovated buildings
as the Hancock Center opened and then
was reworked after Hurricane Katrina.

“That’s a story within itself ... you have
to learn on the fly,” he said of the August
2005 storm. “For a lot of us, it’s a one-
time experience.”

Five buildings on the Poplarville cam-
pus had to be rebuilt, almost every other
building needed repairs, President
George Bush visited, three and four stu-
dents were crammed into dorm rooms in-
tended for two and the final insurance
and FEMA settlements took 11 years.

“But the silver lining in all of that is
that 11 years after the storm, when we fi-
nally got through, we had a much more
beautiful campus with some new build-
ings,” Lewis said.

But for Lewis, the biggest emphasis
has always been on students and the em-
ployees who serve them.
n See DR. LEWIS, page 2
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By CHUCK ABADIE
Director of Public Relations

I was named director of public relations
at Pearl River Community College in
August of 2000, one month after Dr.
William Lewis became president. I was
one of his first hires.

It was a few days after I started that I re-
alized that a community college president
does not just manage the day-to-day oper-
ations of the college - not by a long shot. 

In short order, I learned that the presi-
dent needed to have strong relationships
with the business community, the local
school systems, potential donors, and city,
county, state and federal leaders who pro-
vide a large chunk of annual operations
funding - the rest coming from tuition and
fees.

I also learned that the president needed
to be good at listening, as well as direct-
ing.

In 17 years as PRCC’s president, Dr.
Lewis has worked tirelessly to reach out
and engage faculty and staff, as well as
community and education partners, for the
common purpose of educating students
and strengthening the surrounding six-

county region that makes up PRCC’s dis-
trict.

Under his leadership, fall enrollment in-
creased nearly every year until Hurricane
Katrina hit in 2005. Even after the storm
of the century, enrollment would bounce
back. As public relations director, it was
my job to release those figures once class-
es began so I did some research.  Here are
some of the numbers:
n Year 2000 - 3,005 students, the first

time enrollment passed the 3,000 mark.
n Year 2001 - 3,400 students; 2002 -

3,743; 2003 - 3,923, 2004 - 4,156; 2005
(day before Katrina hit on Aug. 29) -
4,302 students.

By 2008, the number of students had
climbed to more than 4,400; by 2010, the
school hit its all-time highest mark - 5,014
students. This year, enrollment is nearly
4,500 students. PRCC was one of only
two community colleges in the state to
show an increase this school year.

Dr. Lewis’ success as PRCC’s 10th
president in its 110-year history isn’t just
about numbers. Those of us who have
worked at PRCC during his tenure under-
stand what all has gone into making
PRCC one of the most recognized and

successful community colleges in the
country. Yes, country!

In 2015, StateUniversity.com website
ranked PRCC 15th on its list of 500 best
community colleges in the U.S. The
Create a Career website ranked PRCC
23rd , and BestSchools.org website listed
it as 28th best. CNN Money ranked PRCC
tied at No. 17 in the U.S. for providing
students a solid academic foundation on
which to build continued education. 

Isn’t that what we are all about?
In 2015, PRCC was named as a top fi-

nalist for the Aspen Prize, an award that
recognizes the top community and techni-
cal colleges in the nation. The status put
PRCC in the top 1 percent of community
colleges in the nation. Dr. Lewis, deflect-
ing credit for the college’s excellences, re-
flected on what this award means for stu-
dents and the community.

Under Dr. Lewis’ leadership, PRCC
earned national recognition, expanded its
offerings, dual enrollment and workforce
efforts, added online classes, created new
scheduling options, opened a center in
Hancock County, where expansion is un-
derway.
n See ABADIE, page 2

This president had sense of vision

When it came to politics, Dr. Lewis spent a great deal of
time in Jackson promoting community colleges to such dis-
tinguished state leaders as Gov. Phil Bryant (below).

One of the more somber moments in Dr. Lewis’ tenure at Pearl River Community College was when he toured historic
Moody Hall days following the devastation of Hurricane Katrina in August 2005. The auditorium, as well as the piano pic-
tured here, were destroyed. 
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n FROM page 1
“Our students have succeeded on a national

basis,” he said. “In the classroom, their
achievements have been significant. We’ve
been very successful for the most part on the
athletic fields. One of the things I’m most
proud about is our fine arts arena and what
we’ve been able to accomplish through our per-
forming arts center - the Brownstone Center
has become a landmark in this part of the state.

“One of the accomplishments I am most
proud of is being able to hire the best people we
could possibly hire ... helping them to under-
stand the vision we had for our institution and
then letting them run with it.”

Lewis points with pride to the philosophy be-
hind The Wildcat Way, that the development of
students is first and foremost. 

“That is not just in the classroom,” he said.
“We try to build an environment. I think most
people have bought into the idea of PRCC -

Pride, Respect, Class and Character. I wish that
I could say I came up with that. I can’t claim
that but I think it’s a great moniker for our in-
stitution.”

Lewis will leave Pearl River with some
things undone - a new science building is still
several years away, for example - but satisfied. 

“Overall, it’s been a great experience,” he
said. “I’ve said this over and over and over:
God led me down this trail and I’m very
pleased to have been a part of the education
community in this part of the state for a very
long time now.”

Much of his attention after June 30 will go to
his wife, the former Janet Gale Ladner of
Gulfport, and their two children and four
grandchildren.

“All of the jobs that I’ve had over the years ...
none of those jobs have been family-friendly
jobs,” Lewis said. “It’s time for me to spend
more time doing what I should have done over
the years - to spend more time with them.” 

DR. LEWIS

ABADIE

Brownstone Center for the Arts

The Malone Chapel

M.R. White Coliseum

Hancock Center

Centennial Celebration

Forrest County Center expansion 

The groundbreaking (left) and ribbon cutting (above) of the Ethel Holden Brownstone
Center for the Arts were one of the major highlights of the William Lewis era at PRCC.

Thanks to the generosity of the Sidney Malone family, the ribbon cutting (left) and dedica-
tion of the Malone Chapel were another highlight of the William Lewis years. 

Hurricane Katrina destroyed M.R. White Coliseum in 2005. A new, larger White Coliseum,
home to PRCC’s graduation ceremony (below), was dedicated (above) in 2014. A new library and science laboratory marked the highlight of a ribbon cutting ceremony at

the Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg in 2006. 

n FROM page 1
In shorter order, the job of college president is

complex, and there are many constituencies. 
Presidents have to assist the institution in

clearly identifying its mission, its values, and its
principles while ensuring that people work to-
gether, make decisions, educate, and live within
those parameters. To do it correctly, presidents
must be involved in the life of their college -
speaking, writing, consulting, advising, meet-
ing, cajoling, and fundraising all grounded in
the mission. 

That person has been Dr. Lewis.
If one were to think of this simply as a man-

agement job, success would be difficult to
achieve. The job is about educating a communi-
ty about the path forward. 

College presidents, including this one, would
not have a hope of success unless we communi-
cate the matters of the college in the tradition of
teaching and leading.

I feel very fortunate because I had a close re-
lationship with Dr. Lewis. I had the opportunity
to meet with him on a regular basis, one-on-one
in his office, which I thought was very special -
and very important to me, actually. 

He has always been an inspiration to me in his
professional demeanor and his attachment to
PRCC. I never had the sense he was in an ivory
tower. 

Busy or not, he always made time to speak to
his employees. 

He showed us all how important friendships
and relationships are and how important it is to
take time to speak with one another. 

PRCC kicked off its 100th year of service with a rededication service (above) on campus,
with former PRCC president Marvin White (seated right) in attendance, and a parade
through downtown Poplarville. 



Graduation will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, May 12, in White
Coliseum.

Rep. Brad Touchstone, a PRCC alumnus, will give the com-
mencement address.

The ceremony is open to all students who
completed certificates and degrees in sum-
mer and fall 2016 and spring 2017, more
than 800 students. Approximately 400 are
expected to participate.

Touchstone has represented District 101
in Lamar County in the Mississippi House
of Representatives since 2016 and served as
Lamar County prosecuting attorney from
2010 to 2015. He is a shareholder in Nelson
and Touchstone law firm in Bellevue and is
active in community and professional or-
ganizations.
After graduating from PRCC, he earned

the bachelor’s degree from Millsaps College and the law degree
from Mississippi College. Touchstone is married to Dr. Janice
Burke Touchstone, a dentist and PRCC alumnus, and they are the
parents of a daughter.

Graduates were allotted five guest tickets each to graduation.
The ceremony will be livestreamed in the Brownstone Center for
guests who don’t have a ticket to the coliseum. 

Touchstone
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Belle Failla of Picayune and Parker Dungan of Columbia
were elected Miss and Mr. PRCC 2017. See story, page 5. 

Mr. and Miss PRCC

PRCC student Rachael Carraro (standing) looks over her
class work with advisor Dr. Terri Ruckel.

Carraro awarded transfer scholarship

By CHUCK ABADIE
Director of Public Relations

A Pearl River Community
College student is the second
in three years to win the Jack
Kent Cooke Foundation
Transfer Scholarship.

Rachael Carraro is one of 55
scholars nationwide to achieve
this $40,000 per year award to
further her education.

Make no mistake: To meet
Carraro, who just turned 21
and is about to graduate from
PRCC in May, you could
never imagine the route she
has taken while growing up in
Hattiesburg.

Poised and well-spoken,
Carraro was a homeschool stu-
dent, self-taught in many as-
pects. She is far removed from
two perceived disadvantages
of homeschooling, undevel-
oped social skills and inferior
academic experience.

“When I first got (to PRCC’s
Forrest County Center), I was
very introverted,” said Carraro.
“I never had to interact with so
many people at one time.
People would notice me off by
myself. They thought I was this
girl who walked around cam-
pus and studied all the time.”

Eventually, that changed. She
became involved in many cam-
pus activities. At the top of the

list is serving as president of the
PRCC Honors Institute, vice
president of the Student
Government Association, and
president of the social science
club. 

While traveling with fellow
students on the way to the Phi
Theta Kappa convention in
Nashville, Tenn., last month,
one of her instructors, Dr.
Ryan Ruckel, called her with
the Jack Kent Cooke scholar-
ship news. 

“I started screaming in the
van,” she said. “I wanted to get
out and jump on the highway.
When we got to the hotel, I
was jumping up and down. I
did not realize it was worth
$40,000. I was really happy in
the moment. When I called my
dad, he was so happy. He kept
asking me, ‘How much money
is this worth’?”

Carraro, whose dad is a gen-
eral contractor and mom
serves as homemaker and
tutor, is one of  five girls and
three boys. She is second old-
est in a group that ranges from
22 down to 7, six of whom are
being homeschooled today. 

Up until two months ago,
she shared a room with her 7-
year-old sister. They all went
to public school some, except
Rachael, who was home-
schooled all the way through.

PRCC’s second Jack Kent

Cooke recipient in 3 years

The stigma of homeschool-
ing was never a problem.
“When I first got here, it was
different,” she said. “I never
had that kind of experience of
people actually coming up to
talk to me and not knowing
anything about me.  A lot of
my friends did not realize I
was homeschooled.”

The transformation was not
without its challenges. 

“After I finished middle
school, I bought my own
books online with a credit
card,” she said. “I made my
own lesson plans. I did not
want to attend public schools. I

heard about some of their ex-
periences and I did not want to
be a part of that.

“When I got (to PRCC), I had
to watch somebody teach me. I
had to learn from books. I did
not know what a syllabus was.”  

Carraro was 17 when she
graduated from high school and
unsure about her career path.
She worked for a year at a retail
store in Hattiesburg and did an
internship in Kansas City with a
Christian organization for six
months. “That gave me time to
think about what I wanted to do
with my life,” she said.
n See CARRARO, page 5

Beta Tau Gamma members and advisors at the convention were Nathan Young, Said
Otwane, Rachael Carraro, Brendan Massey, Alison McIntyre, Melissa Novak, Annie Leon,
Raechel Zimmerman, Taylor Barefoot, Cole Yates, Shelley Everett and Lorenzo Catlett,
advisors Dr. Doug Donohue, Jennifer Mraz, Dr. Terri Ruckel and Dr. Ryan Ruckel. 

Iota Mu in Poplarville was recognized for having a distinguished college project. Pictured
from left are: Advisor Trevor Hunt, Alyssa Fuller, Skylar Taggart, Hannah Weir, advisor
Jonathan Morris, Marella Failla, Belle Failla, Jacob Kutch, Travis Stennett, advisor Lisa
Palchak, and an international vice president.

Pearl River Community College’s
Phi Theta Kappa chapters were hon-
ored in front of more than 4,000 stu-
dents and advisors at the PTK
International Catalyst Convention
April 5-8 in Nashville.

The Beta Tau Gamma chapter at
the Forrest County Center was rec-
ognized as a Top 100 Chapter, com-
peting against more than 1,300 chap-
ters worldwide.

Brendan Massey and Alison
McIntyre, both Beta Tau Gamma
members from Hattiesburg, were
recognized in the Parade of

Scholars. Massey has received the
Pearson Scholarship for Higher
Education as well as the Coca-Cola
Gold Academic Scholarship earlier
this year and McIntyre earned a
Coca-Cola Silver Academic
Scholarship.

Jonathan Morris, advisor for the
Iota Mu chapter in Poplarville, re-
ceived a Paragon Advisor Award.

The two chapters also celebrated
honors given to PRCC administra-
tors. 

Dr. William Lewis, president, re-
ceived the Michael Bennet Lifetime

Achievement Award while Dr.
Martha Lou Smith, vice president
for general education and technolo-
gy, received the Distinguished
Community College Administrator
Award.

The chapters also were recognized
for College Projects which won
awards regionally. Beta Tau Gamma
placed third at the regional level for
A Whole Health Fair for Mind and
Body. Iota Mu’s project, Crunch
Time Tutoring, was sixth.

Attending the convention from the
Beta Tau Gamma chapter were

Nathan Young, Said Otwane,
Rachael Carraro, Brendan Massey,
Alison McIntyre, Melissa Novak,
Annie Leon, Raechel Zimmerman,
Taylor Barefoot, Cole Yates, Shelley
Everett and Lorenzo Catlett along
with advisors Dr. Doug Donohue,
Jennifer Mraz, Dr. Ryan Ruckel and
Dr. Terri Ruckel.

Iota Mu members at the conven-
tion were Skylar Taggart, Travis
Stennet, Marella Failla and Belle
Failla along with advisors Trevor
Hunt, Jonathan Morris, Robin Nix
and Lisa Palchak.

Dr. Martha Lou Smith (left) re-
ceived the Distinguished Comm-
unity College Administrator Award.

PRCC brings home several PTK awards

Alumnus Touchstone 
to speak at graduation

Special ceremonies are set

Lions Band to train at PRCC

Summer school; work schedule

Several programs will hold ceremonies for graduates before
graduation day. They include:

n Dental hygiene pinning ceremony, 6 p.m Thursday, May
4, Woodall Center in Hattiesburg.

n Beta Nu nursing honor society induction, 3 p.m. Thursday,
May 11, Malone Chapel in Poplarville.

n Occupational therapy pinning ceremony, 5 p.m. Thursday,
May 11, Woodall Center in Hattiesburg.

n Associate degree nursing pinning ceremony, 6 p.m.
Thursday, May 11, Brownstone Center in Poplarville.

The adult education department will hold a graduation cere-
mony for students who received the high school equivalency
diploma at 6 p.m. Thursday, May 25, in the Forrest County
Center multipurpose room.

The Mississippi Lions All-State Band will be on the PRCC
campus Tuesday, June 20, through Thursday, June 29, preparing
for competition at the Lions International Convention in Chicago.

The band is made up of about 150 high school musicians
under the direction of Jeff Cannon.

“This will be the first time Pearl River has hosted the Lions
Band in about 30 years,” said Dr Kyle Hill, PRCC director of
bands. “The Lions Band is composed of the top band students
in the state of Mississippi in grades 9 through 12.”

The band will present a concert at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June
28, in the Brownstone Center.

The Mississippi Lions All-State Band holds 32 champi-
onships overall and 14 in the past 15 years in the Lions
International Parade Competition.

n Registration for summer classes will be Monday, May 15,
through Friday, May 19.

Night classes begin Monday, May 22, and will meet the fol-
lowing Monday on the Memorial Day holiday.

Day classes begin Monday, June 5.
n PRCC will operate on a four-day week during the summer.
Hours will be 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday

with all campuses closed on Fridays. 
The summer schedule begins Monday, June 5, and continues

through Friday, July 28.  Regular hours resume at 8 a.m.
Monday, July 31.

Breerwood era
begins July 1

Dr. Adam Breerwood be-
comes president of Pearl River
Community College on July 1.

Breerwood has been a PRCC
employee since 1997 and be-
fore that was a student and star
on the baseball diamond.

A graduate of St. Stanislaus
High School in Bay
St. Louis where he
was student body
president, he came
to PRCC on athletic
scholarship. As a
member of the
Wildcat baseball
team, he earned All-
MACJC and All-
Region honors in
1994 and 1995. His
.416 batting average
in 1995 still stands as the
school record.

Breerwood played baseball
for the William Carey
Crusaders, earning all-confer-
ence and all-region honors and
All-American honorable men-
tion while earning a bachelor’s
degree in history. His 25 dou-
bles in 1997 remains the uni-
versity’s single season record.

He came back to PRCC as
assistant baseball coach fol-
lowing graduation and earned
a master’s degree in education
from Carey two years later. He

coached Pearl River’s first soc-
cer teams from 1999 to 2004.
The men’s team won the
MACJC and Region 23 titles
in 2003 and Breerwood was
named Coach of the Year.

Breerwood taught in the so-
cial sciences department be-

fore moving into
administration in
July 2000, first as
assistant director of
recruitment and ori-
entation and then as
director. He served
as dean of student
services from 2003
to 2011 when he
was named vice
president for the

Poplarville campus
and Hancock Center.

The PRCC Board of
Trustees named Breerwood
president-elect in April 2015.

He was inducted into the
William Carey Alumni Hall of
Fame in 2015 and received the
Distinguished Administrator
award from Phi Theta Kappa
honor society in 2016. He was
inducted into the PRCC Sports
Hall of Fame in 2005.

Breerwood and his wife,
Shana, are the parents of a 17-
year-old daughter, Lexey, and
a 16-year-old son, Blaise.

Dr. Breerwood
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Pearl River Community College offers equal education and
employment opportunities. The College does not discriminate on
the basis of race, religion, color, sex, age, national origin, veter-
an status, or disability. For inquiries regarding the non-discrimi-
nation policies or to request accommodations, special assistance,
or alternate format publication, please contact Tonia Moody,
Director of Admissions and Records, ADA/Civil Rights, and
Title IX Coordinator, at P.O. Box 5537, Poplarville, MS 39470 or
601-403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission
on Colleges to award associate degrees. Contact the
Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Ga.
30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500, or at http://www.sac-
scoc.org for questions about the accreditation of Pearl River
Community College. The Commission is only to be contacted
to learn about the accreditation status of the College, to file a
third-party comment at the time of the College’s decennial re-
view, or to file a complaint against the College with evidence
that appears to support non-compliance with a standard or re-
quirement. All normal inquiries about the institution, such as
admission requirements, financial aid, educational programs,
etc., should be addressed directly to Pearl River Community
College and not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

By MADISON SCOGGIN
The Drawl Staff Writer

Well, it only seems like yesterday that I was a
graduating senior from Stringer High School
moving away from home for the first time to
begin a new chapter in my life in Poplarville and
at Pearl River Community College. 

I had always planned to move away from
home to attend college and PRCC seemed to be
the right distance from home. Being a college
athlete at PRCC, it seems my two years have
flown by. 

I remember freshman orientation and Coach
(Leigh) White assigning us roommates. I was
very apprehensive about having a roommate
whom I had never met. It never oc-
curred to me that Brooke and I would
become best friends. 

I remember very well my first day
of softball conditioning was really
scary because I didn’t know what to
expect. I didn’t know anyone and
those sophomores seemed very in-
timidating,  but we all became good
friends and  made it through.

My first day of class as a scared
freshman will be a day I never forget.
My first class was Spanish and Mrs.
Nix greeted me with a smile and said good
morning and welcome to Spanish I.

After that day I realized college wasn’t really
that scary and that most of the teachers were and
still are really nice. I will always remember Mrs.
Lee in anatomy & physiology. She was my fa-

vorite. She was also our Phi Theta Kappa spon-
sor.

Coach White and everyone else kept remind-
ing us to make sure and keep our grades up dur-
ing the  fall semester as freshmen, in order to
become eligible for Phi Theta Kappa.

I still remember the nervous jitters I got at the
start of our first game and my heart about to
jump out of my chest when Coach White said,
“Scoggin, go warm up, you’re going in.”

I was so anxious during my first experience at
FCA and being asked to lead a devotional with
the team. Looking back and thinking about it all
is something I will cherish for the rest of my
life. The atmosphere of campus life and all the
activity is one part I will be sad to leave. I will

also be sad to leave fried chicken
Wednesday and fish Friday, too.

Looking back, my time here a
PRCC has been one of the greatest
experiences of my life. I have loved
every minute of being a part of cam-
pus life. I think all the people I have
met and spent time with are what I
will miss the most. 

As I close this chapter in my book,
I would just like to thank all of my
teachers, coaches and the friends I

have made for a well spent two years
at The River. I would also like to congratulate
Dr. Lewis on his retirement and thank him for
his service in making PRCC a great college.

I will truly miss this place.
nMadison Scoggin is a sophomore student

from Bay Springs.

Scoggin

My time as PRCC student
something I won’t forget

By LENA KINDER
The Drawl Staff Writer

Let’s be honest. There are times when life feels
like it’s kicking you while you’re down. You may
wonder “why does this keep happening,” and
“what did I do to deserve this.”

The answer is nothing. Bad things happen to all
of us. You may think that your luck is worse than
others or that karma is just out to get you, but re-
ally, you’re just having a bad streak. We have all
been there. There are a few things I’ve learned
from all the tripping I’ve experienced so far. 
n You’re Not the Only One: Everyone stum-

bles through life. We all have our bad days, and
we are trying to figure our lives out.
Even though bad things happen to
everyone, it gives us a gift, each other.

We can be there for each other and
understand what our friends and other
people around us are going through,
because we have been there. Since we
have all had difficult times throughout
our lives, we learn how to help each
other because we know what we need-
ed during hard times. 
n The Power of Positive Thinking:

Being positive in a negative situation
can help immensely. Dreading on the bad only
causes more stress. It can be hard, but if you try
and focus on the good things in your life, it can
make difficult things easier to deal with.

Consider all the good things happening and
make them into victories, no matter how small
they are. The more you focus on the good the bet-
ter you will feel, and those negative thoughts and
feelings will eventually seem less important. 
n Keep Moving Forward: No matter how bad

something seems to be life keeps going.  Never
stay in the past, because that’s exactly what it is. I
often see people holding onto grudges; I myself
have also held onto many. I did this for a really
long time, but the best thing I learned was to let
go. 

No one can change the past; bad things happen
and that’s just the way it is. Learn to accept and
move on, do this for yourself. Youíll find that it’s
a very freeing feeling. 
n The Good Outweighs the Bad: I actually

learned this lesson from working in customer
service. You can go out to your favorite place to
eat, have a bad experience, and find yourself
never going there again.

People often find themselves focusing on bad
things happening around them and completely
miss the good. There are so many things to be
grateful for, but the smallest negative thing can
make us completely forget that. Try and spend a
day thinking about the good things happening

around you. You’ll see that there are so
many more good things happening
than bad. 
n What the Bad does for Us:

Empathy, is one of the wonderful
characteristics people carry.  Guess
where we learn this; from having
painful things happen to us. We can
help others and be there for them be-
cause we know what it is to have hard
times.

Another characteristic that is
learned from the bad is appreciation.

We can love what we have and the things others
do for us because we know what it’s like to go
without and have people do bad things to us.
Although we might not see it, the difficult things
that happen to us shape us into better people.  

Even though things don’t always go the way
we want, it’s good. If things went the way we
wanted all the time we would be selfish and self-
centered. We are made through our experiences. 

Bad things happen to good people because
good people are made through bad things.  When
you stumble and fall through life, just keep get-
ting back up. Falling just makes you that much
stronger.
n Lena Kinder is a freshman student from

Roanoke, Va.

Kinder

When you stumble,
keep moving forward

By IVERY BODDIE
The Drawl Staff Writer

Deciding to come to Pearl River Community
College has been an awarding experience.

The instructors and staff members
are very kind. The campus atmos-
phere has always been inviting and I
am grateful for the achievements I
have gained from being a part of the
Wildcat family. 

With the help of Creative Writing,
Stagecraft, Piano, and Art
Appreciation courses, I am able to
rediscover a passion and love for
writing, music, and art.

I am thankful for the support and
encouragement that I have received
from the staff members of TRIO, the Honors
Institute and Phi Theta Kappa. I appreciate the
good heartedness of the entire Pearl River
Community College staff for always inspiring
me.

My greatest experience at Pearl River
Community College has been having the op-
portunity to share accomplishments with my
mother and sister, who were my classmatres. 

I am fortune to be a part of their lives and
share these moments with them. 

From homeschool to college, we
have had the opportunity to spend
so much time together. I am grateful
that Pearl River Community
College has prepared all of us for
the University of Southern
Mississippi where we all plan to
pursue a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration. 

I am thankful for the privilege of
writing articles for the Drawl. It has

been an honor to share my ideas,
hopes and experiences with all of you.

Best wishes and congratulations to everyone
graduating this year. 
n Ivery Boddie is a sophomore student

from Sandy Hook.

Boddie

PRCC has been special place
for me, as well as my family

By RAECHEL ZIMMERMAN
The Drawl Staff Writer

Pearl River Community College has been my
home for the last two years. It was also my home
in 2011 and 2012, before I had to take a break to
handle life. 

When I came back, I was welcomed with open
arms - or should I say paws?

My educational journey has been guided by an
astounding array of professors and administra-
tors, each one more eager than the last to seek out
potential and cultivate that into a more successful
Wildcat. 

From going on an adventure through history
with Ms. Alder to exploring the labyrinthine con-
cepts of mathematics with Ms. Brown, to broad-
ening our literary horizons with Dr.
Childers, to investigating the building
blocks of existence with Ms. Blair,
and every class in between, the learn-
ing opportunities available to the stu-
dents of PRCC exist in abundance.

The key to success at PRCC lies not
only in the classrooms, but in the on-
campus organizations as well. 

My involvement in clubs like
Sigma Kappa Delta, Mu Alpha Theta,
and Phi Theta Kappa, as well as mem-
bership in our elite Honors Institute,
transformed my academic career. I implore you
to take advantage of the opportunities these pres-
tigious societies have to offer. 

Involvement in these clubs not only means
membership, for me. I was elected vice president
of Mu Alpha Theta, ambassador of the Honors
Institute, and served as president of Phi Theta
Kappa. I contribute my success largely to the
support system I have found in these societies.

Drs. Ryan and Terri Ruckel believed in me,

pushed me, encouraged me, and loved me all the
way through my time at PRCC. They possess a
God-given gift for recognizing the goodness in
people, and paving ways for more fruitful lives
for anyone they come in contact with. 

I met them as a new mom; my son Joshua
asleep in his carrier. I had waited in the long lines
of registration, and was introduced to a professor
with a killer pair of Chucks and his sweet-as-
sugar wife.

I became a charter member of the Honors
Institute of PRCC-Forrest County Center. Thus
began my education.

Though I possess a rather expansive vocabu-
lary, I can in no way, shape, or form express my
level of gratitude for the Ruckels. They advocate
for and inspire so many people; their presence at

this school is a treasure each and every
day. Thank you for all you do, Mr. and
Mrs. Ruckel. 

Thank you, Dr. Donohue and Dr.
Mraz for advising Phi Theta Kappa.
Thank you to all the Honors staff for
enlightening our minds a little more
every class. Thank you for the unre-
lenting support from Dr. Lewis, Dr.
Causey, and Dr. Parker.

Thank you and a huge congratula-
tions to all of my friends who are grad-

uating. To the ones not yet finished: you
will get there. Enjoy your time, because you’ve
helped make mine wonderful (especially you,
Kacey). 

Here’s to the beautiful lives we have ahead of
us. Here’s to all of our accomplishments, thus far.
Here’s to Pearl River Community College. Let us
never forget where we came from, and may we
forever more remain Pearl River Wildcats.
n Raechel Zimmerman is a sophomore stu-

dent from Purvis. 

Zimmerman

A thank you to so many
for my education journey

By JACOB KUTCH
The Drawl Staff Writer

What is expected of an institution of higher
learning? The first thing to come to mind is
the fostering of personal and mental growth. 

To encourage this, exposure to a wide di-
versity of thought and challenges are to be ex-
pected to create great students that will even-
tually enter the workforce and represent that
institution. 

A melting pot of personality and opinions
creates a stimulating space for this end.
Adversity helps people grow - conflicting be-
liefs included. However, with the rise of cer-
tain reactionary, regressive political ideolo-
gies, these principles are in serious danger in
the academic sphere. 

In light of recent violent protests at univer-
sities such as Wellesley, Yale, and most re-
cently UC-Berkeley, such freedom of expres-
sion that provides diversity of thought may be
under attack.

It is an extremely ironic spectacle. These
protesters are exercising their First
Amendment right to assemble and voice their

opinions to express their desire to silence oth-
ers who wish to exercise that right. 

Many organizations subject to these rioters’
grief have a history of inflammatory rhetoric.
The rioters see these comments as hate speech
or “verbal violence” which they use
an excuse to create literal violence
on the streets - of which they some-
times burn down in the case of the
Berkeley riots. 

Such unrest has seen an exponen-
tial increase since the beginning of
the sometimes toxic Trump cam-
paign. It has led to a rise in fascist
tendencies within the left in which
all differing opinion and values be-
come bigotry in the eyes of its fol-
lowers. This is again ironic, given
that the backlash to this zealotry is one of the
biggest reasons a provocateur like Donald
Trump was elected. 

No matter the motives, control is the objec-
tive in this new movement. They wish to con-
trol your speech, your opinions, and most hor-
rifyingly, what you learn.

So soon after we leave the era of stifling

speech in the name of Christian morality, both
in everyday speech and otherwise, we have
fallen back into the habit of censoring others,
this time in the name of political correctness. 

Cultural Marxism, as this behavior is usual-
ly associated with, seeks to silence
dissent in the population at large as
they gradually accept their ideology.
Not only is this not healthy to a so-
ciety at large, but it is especially
detrimental to a college student in
the last of their formative years. 

A student should never learn to
ignore other views or knowledge
that contradicts their worldview.
This is a direct affront to scholar-
ship. These campus-wide safe

spaces that many universities have
created only destroy the quality of education. 

As students proud of our own college, we
need to ensure that our environment remains
open and accepting of other views, and look at
Yale or Berkeley as a cautionary tale in how
limiting free speech only hurts the school.
n Jacob Kutch is a sophomore student

from Picayune.

By JOSHUA FERGUSON
The Drawl Staff Writer

Let me start out by saying I have ADHD. It
mostly manifests itself as a tendency to perpet-
ually lose things (my keys, my wallet, and occa-
sionally my ability to make good decisions), a
level of energy that borders on mania, and an
aura of inattentiveness. 

There’s two areas that really pose a problem
for me, time management and reading. 

I can read challenging text, and I
can read for entertainment. As the
subject material becomes more for-
eign and dry, my ability to follow
along drops off.

In classes like calculus this isn’t
an issue. I can infer what is going on
by the practice problems and the
proofs, so I can get by with minimal
reading. This isn’t the case with
physics or chemistry.

I first stumbled across articles on
active reading when I was investi-
gating speed reading. After all, read-
ing more is better right? Turns out not so much.
World champion speed readers only have a 60
percent comprehension rate, as in the best speed
readers only retain little over half of what they
read.

That may work for Harry Potter, but that does
not bode well for higher level courses. That’s
where active reading comes into the picture. 

Active reading is a style of reading focused
on comprehension. The goal of reading, at least
when studying for a class, is to only read once
and to simply use methods like self-testing for
studying/reviewing the material. 

In a study published in the Scientific
American, “What works what doesn’t,” (you
can find copies online for free), rereading has

one of the worst rates of retention and the high-
est time investment. So if you are only supposed
to read a text once, how can you really make it
count? 

The first step is to survey the text, or the chap-
ter, in question. Flip through it, look at the head-
ings, the structure, how the information is or-
ganized, maybe read a sentence here or there.
The goal is to figure out what it’s about, without
really looking that much into it. 

Write down any questions you have. Keep
these questions in mind once you
begin reading. Once you have done
that write down what you want to
learn from the text. 

Now begin reading the text. Read
one section at a time, and write a
summary of each section in your
own words. If you are having trouble
summarizing it, you may want to
skim over it again. Under your sum-
mary include your reaction to the
text, your thoughts on it.

Do not move on to the next section
until you have finished the last.

Answer the questions you wrote down previ-
ously as you come across the answers.

If you find yourself struggling to pay atten-
tion to the text as you read along, then consider
reading aloud. If you read silently, you’re mind
sometimes will drift away from the material of
the text. If you are reading aloud you’ll notice
when you stop paying attention.

This method may be slow, but remember, the
goal is only to read the text once, and to retain
as much of the information as possible. After
that it’s best to turn what the concepts you have
covered into flash cards, and to practice work-
ing problems as much as possible. 
n Joshua Ferguson is a freshman student

from Perkinston.

Ferguson

Some of us find reading
to be challenging task

Alissa King, director of admissions at William Carey University, talks with Sabrina Formby
of Picayune on March 22 during the PRCC Transfer Fair. Numerous colleges and univer-
sities took advantage of the week-long event to recruit students.

Colleges should not limit free speech 

Kutch



POPLARVILLE - Future engineers have
been chosen as Mr. and Miss PRCC at Pearl
River Community College.

Parker Dungan of Columbia and Belle Failla
of Picayune were elected by the student body.
Both plan on becoming engineers.

Class favorites for the Poplarville campus are
sophomores Jenna Lee and Austin Watson, both
of Picayune, and freshmen Cabrein Bell of
Pearlington and Dalton Spiers of Poplarville. 

Forrest County Center favorites are sopho-
mores Gary Easterling and Alexis Pickens, both
of Hattiesburg, and freshmen Hailey Holland of
Columbia and Jared Keys of
Hattiesburg.

Hancock Center class favorites are
sophomores Kamri Jones of Bay St.
Louis and Juwan Hollins and fresh-
men Tianna Pierson of Bay St. Louis
and Jimmie Toler of Pass Christian.

Dungan, 20, is the son of Jeff and
Rene Dungan of Columbia. A gradu-
ate of Columbia High, he is a pitcher
on the Wildcat baseball team and a
Fellowship of Christian Athletes
worship leader. He plans to become a
civil engineer although he has not de-
cided where to continue his education.

Failla is the 22-year-old daughter of David
and Cindy Failla of Picayune. She is president
of the Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa
honor society, Miss PRCC Wildcat 2017 and a
member of the Honors Institute, Student Alumni
Association and the 2016 homecom-
ing court. A graduate of Mother of
Divine Grace, she plans to study me-
chanical engineering at Mississippi
State University.

Lee, 20, is the daughter of Kristen
Anderson of Picayune and the late
Chris Lee. A graduate of Pearl River
Central High School, she is president
of the Student Government
Association, vice president of the
Honors Institute and a member of the
Student Alumni Association and
PTK. She plans to attend Mississippi
College to study medical science.

Watson, a graduate of Picayune Memorial
High School, is majoring in business manage-
ment and hopes to receive an intership at
Stennis Space Center or Elevation Church. He
is a member of the PRCC cheerleading squad
and FCA. He is the 20-year-old son of Glen and
Debbie Miller of Picayune.

Bell, 19, is the daughter of Cabrina Bell of
Pearlington. A graduate of Hancock High

School, she plans to transfer to Alcorn State
University to study physical therapy.

Spiers, 19, is the son of Hank and Dana Spiers
of Poplarville. A graduate of Poplarville High
School, he is a member of the Honors Institute,
PTK and the Baptist Student Union. He is a
business education major.

Easterling is a graduate of Hattiesburg High
School. The 20-year-old son of Genean and
Rodrick Buffaloe of Hattiesburg, he is a mem-
ber of the Beta Tau Gamma PTK chapter. He
plans to attend the University of Southern
Mississippi to student computer science.

Pickens, 19, is the daughter of
Pamela and Albert Pickens Jr. of
Hattiesburg. A graduate of Oak
Grove High School, she is president
of the Forrest County Center SGA
and was on the 2016 homecoming
court. She plans to study forensics at
USM.

A graduate of Prentiss Christian
School, Holland is the 18-year-old
daughter of Angela and Marc
Holland of Columbia. She is a mem-
ber of Collegiate DECA, was on the

2016 homecoming court and is a busi-
ness management technology major. She plans
to continue modeling after graduation.

Keys, 24, is the son of Michael Keys of
Hattiesburg and Cynthia Hope of Melbourne,
Fla. A graduate of Oak Grove High School, he
is a biochemistry major who plans to transfer to

USM after completing his PRCC
studies.

Jones, 21, is the daughter of
Brandi Wyman of Bay St. Louis and
Nathaniel Jones of Lucedale. A grad-
uate of Hancock High School, she is
president of the Hancock Center
SGA, active in community service
and was on the 2016 homecoming
court. She plans to study psychology
at Houston University.

Pierson is the 18-year-old daugh-
ter of Nathan and Anjelica Pierson of

Bay St. Louis. She is vice president of
the Hancock Center SGA and a nursing major.
She is a graduate of Bay High School.

Toler is the son of Jason and Lynn Toler of
Baton Rouge. A graduate of Tascosa High
School, he is majoring in accounting and plans
to attend USM.

Hollins, 19, is the son of Tara Kutscherenko
of Waveland. A graduate of Hancock High
School, he is a member of PTK. He plans to
transfer to USM to study sports management.
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wmcarey.edu      
601-318-6103    

Hattiesburg | Biloxi

Summer at Carey
Come take your next step at Carey.

May Term: May 15 - 26
Registration: May 15

Summer Trimester: June 5 - August 11
Registration: June 1

Fall Trimester begins August 28 | Registration: August 23

We are rebuilding for the future and can help you 
build a strong foundation for your future.

Freshmen, sophomore class favorites elected

Class favorites are, seated from left, Forrest County Center sophomore Alexis Pickens of
Hattiesburg, Hancock Center sophomore Kamri Jones of Bay St. Louis, Forrest County
Center freshman Hailey Holland of Columbia; standing, Hancock Center freshmen
Jimmie Toler of Pass Christian and Tianna Pierson of Bay St. Louis, Forrest County
Center sophomore Gary Easterling of Hattiesburg, Poplarville campus freshmen Cabrein
Bell of Pearlington and Dalton Spiers of Poplarville, Poplarville campus sophomores
Jenna Lee and Austin Watson, both of Picayune.

Juwan Hollins

n FROM page 3
She chose to attend PRCC in 2015, unsure

exactly what to major in. “I went from dental
hygiene to architectural engineering to aero-
space engineering,” she said.

“I want to design planes, to be the person in
the lab who experiments on engines
and  builds 3-D models. Both of my
granddads worked on planes. One
was an airplane mechanic in the Air
Force, and the other one made jet
engines. I just thought it was so fas-
cinating.”

Carraro’s accomplishments at
PRCC are myriad. Dean’s list and
president’s list, vice president of Phi
Theta Kappa, Beta Tau Chapter;
vice president of the History and
Humanities Club, Who’s Who
scholar, recognized as international
scholar laurate scholar and much more.

“Rachael is driven to success in everything
that she does,” said Dr. Terri Ruckel, one of her
instructors and advisor. “Whether she is per-
forming at a BSU lunch in front of a hundred
students or tutoring one classmate in algebra,
Rachael gives her all. She has been a great stu-

dent and a joy to watch as she has grown from
a somewhat introverted girl into a confident
young woman.”

Said Carraro,  “It was the Ruckels who en-
couraged me to apply for the Jack Kent Cooke
scholarship. They coached me through it. It

took me three months to do the pa-
perwork. I had to get a homeschool
transcript. I tutored my dad to help
me write one.”

Added Dr. Ruckel, “Rachel wrote
for months to polish her application,
going through multiple drafts with
me in my office. She wanted her ap-
plication to be perfect, and obvious-
ly, it was just what the evaluators
were looking for.”

Carraro is not sure where her fu-
ture lies. She is looking at aerospace

engineering programs at Mississippi
State University, Purdue, Georgia Tech, MIT
and others.

She credits PRCC with her success and that
of fellow students. “Everybody at PRCC has
been so nice to me, starting with the admis-
sions office,” she said. “I would not trade my
experience at PRCC for anything.”

CARRARO

Carraro
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Sigma Kappa Delta, PRCC’s English Honor Society, Alpha Epsilon chapter, held its induc-
tion ceremony March 27 at the Forrest County Center. Inductees included from left: Front
row - Kacey Toney of Hattiesburg, Caitlyn Penton of McLain, Melissa Novak, Kaylan Inmon,
Yolanda Laster, Vera Thacker, and Ashley Roblin, all of Hattiesburg.  Second row - Heather
Peerboom, faculty advisor; Rebecca Barrett, Lorenzo Catlett, and Tyler Fiveash, all of
Hattiesburg; Cody Hudson of Purvis, and Said Otwane, Dylan Nguyen, Dustin Loftin, and
Nathan Young, all of Hattiesburg. Top row - Greg Underwood and Dr. Dan Childers, faculty
advisors; Raechel Zimmerman of Purvis, and social media officer Jessica Massey, chapter
president Alison McIntyre, and Rachael Carraro, all of Hattiesburg.

Sigma Kappa Delta induction

Students in the Honors Institute at the Forrest County Center include from
left: Front row - Kevin Craft and Danielle Smith, both of Oak Grove;
Rebecca Barrett of  Hattiesburg, Caitlin Penton of McLain, Makayla
Williams of Leakesville; Melissa Novak of Oak Grove; Vera Thacker of
Hattiesburg; Taylor Barefoot of Brooklyn, Raechal Zimmerman of Purvis,
Rachael Carraro of Hattiesburg; Michael Evans of Petal, and Brendan
Massey of Hattiesburg. Back Row - John Paul Pierce of Hattiesburg, Tyler

Fiveash and Dylan Nguyen, both of  Oak Grove; Peyton Swilley of
Sumrall; Dustin Loftin of Dixie, Lorenzo Catlett of Rawls Springs, Shelley
Everette of Sumrall, Alison McIntyre of Dixie, Said Otwane of Hattiesburg
and Cody Hudson, both of Hattiesburg; Nathan Young of Sumrall, and
Michael Reid and Sam Carr, both of Columbia. Faculty advisors are
Heather Peerboom, Drs. Dan Childers, Terri Ruckel and Ryan Ruckel;
and Greg Underwood.

FCC Honors Institute students 

Spring Fling at the Forrest County Center 

Above left, PRCC students Carisa Breakfield (left) of Foxworth and Ashia Newell of
Hattiesburg won gift certificates in the Easter egg hunt. Above right, student Lorenzo
Catlett of Hattiesburg takes his turn at chin ups at the Science Club’s exhibit. Science
Club member Melissa Novak of Hattiesburg counts for Catlett. The winner with the most
chin ups received a prize. Below left, the video-game club held a quick-draw contest.
Here, Jelisa Stewart (left) of Columbia and Monique Lowe of Long Beach try to outdraw
each other under the eye of club advisor Dan Childers. Below right, the Mu Alpha Theta
chapter held a fund-raiser. Student Rebecca Jenkins (left) of Hattiesburg drew an entry
under the watchful eye of advisor Beth Strahan.

A fun time was had by all at the Spring Fling on PRCC’s Forrest County Center, where stu-
dents were served pizza for lunch. Above, the womanless beauty pageant drew 11 contest-
ants. As each contestant paraded in front of the crowd, judges (below left) gave them a nu-
merical grade.  When it was all said and done, the winner, David Grant of Hattiesburg, a
respiratory care practitioner student, got to have his picture taken with PRCC President
William Lewis and Dr. Jana Causey, vice president for Forrest County Operations.

By SHELLEY EVERETT
The Drawl Staff Writer

Students at PRCC Forest
County Center are making a
difference in their community
through an honors class called
“Community Involvement.”

In this class students are
asked to do a project as a class
to help better their community
as well as complete 25 hours
of community service outside
of school with a focus on
poverty. 

This year, students have de-
cided to provide students and
teachers around the college
with resources handling issues
students may face whether it
be homelessness, hunger or
mental illness and these re-
sources will be available in
the Fall of 2017. 

The students then planned
an event with Ridgecrest
Baptist Church to host an

Easter Egg hunt for the com-
munity and church goers.
Community Involvement stu-
dent and fundraiser co-chair
Alison McIntyre described
the Easter festivity as “hum-
bling” and “a chance to see
that even the smallest things,
like finding an Easter egg, can
bring joy to someone’s life
and that makes everything
else we go through worth-
while.” 

Students participated in
many other volunteering op-
portunities ranging from tor-
nado relief to helping out at
Edward Street Mission.

Students have shared their
experiences with each other
within the classroom and
many have commented on the
difference that volunteering
has not only made for the
community but has made for
the students themselves per-
sonally. 

Community Involvement
students are, from left,
Jacob Lee, Alison McIntyre,
Shelley Everett.

Many students have ex-
pressed the want and need to
make the Community
Involvement course open to all
students at PRCC.
n Shelley Everett is a

sophomore student from
Hattiesburg. 

Students can make a difference
in ‘Community Involvement’ 

The Forrest County Center of Pearl River
Community College presented awards to top
students on April 26.

PRCC President William Lewis presented
presidential scholarship awards to Alison
McIntyre (University of Sothern Mississippi)
and Rachael Carraro  (Mississippi State
University), both of Hattiesburg.

Phi Theta Kappa and Honors College stu-
dents presented Dr. Lewis with an autographed
academic stole, in honor of his leadership and
upcoming retirement from PRCC on June 30.

Subject area awards went to:
n Biological sciences - Rachel Mossor of

Purvis.
n Business management technology - Annie

Leon of Hattiesburg.
n Chemistry - Emily Burkes of Hattiesburg.
n Communications - Joseph Austin of Oak

Grove.
n Computer science - Belinda Caldwell of

Moselle.
n Criminal justice - Alexis S. Pickens of

Hattiesburg.
n Dental assisting technology - Destiny

Barrett of Runnelstown.
n Dental hygiene technology - Misty

Doherty of Gulfport.
n Electronics technology - Tim Donati of

McComb.
n English - Raechel Stringer of Purvis.
n Fine arts - Cody Sassman of Hattiesburg
n Geography - Charles Underwood of

Sumrall.
n Heating, air conditioning and refrigeration

- Adam Brenner of Hattiesburg.
n History - Michael Evans of Purvis.

n Mathematics - Brendan Massey of
Hattiesburg.
n Medical laboratory technology - Meghan

Sundstrom of Hattiesburg.
n Medical radiologic technology - Abby

Wooten of Purvis.
n Occupational therapy assistant - Morgan

Lott of Columbus.
n Philosophy/religion - Michael Evans of

Purvis.
n Physical therapist assistant technology ñ

Erin Little of Seminary.
n Psychology - Courtney Harlowe of

Hattiesburg.
n Practical nursing - Emma Haymes of

Tulsa, Okla.
n Spanish - Jared Keys of Hattiesburg.
n Sociology - Jacob Lee of Petal.
n Welding - Jamar Johnson of Hattiesburg.
n Writing Contest awards: Literary analysis

- Michael Evans of Purvis. Creative writing -
Raechel Stringer of Purvis. 

This year’s FCC Honors College graduates
have more than $400,000 in transfer scholar-
ship monies in hand.   
n Who’s who - Austin, Mercedes Brown,

Kristen Byrd, Carr, Carraro, Craft, Frances Kelly
Crofoot, Henderson Cunningham, William Curtis,
Chelsea Daughdrill, Doherty, Axel Doyle, Dylan
Fields, Christopher Ford, Katelyn Smith, Colleen
Kirby, Little, Massey, McIntyre, Mark Monton,
Jena Morgan, Jessica Nobles, Ericka Ogden,
Pierce, Daisy Picazo, Virginia Reid, Kaylie
Sellier, Megan Seyfarth, Matthew Sims, Shelby
Sterling, Stringer, Sundstrom, Kacey Toney,
Meagan Tynes, Wooten, Berkley Warnick,
Courtney Wilson, Annie Woods and Christopher
Yates.

The 2017 graduates of the
PRCC Honors Institute re-
ceived medallions in a May 1
ceremony at White Hall.

President William Lewis pre-
sented the medallions, which
were designed for the PRCC
Honors Institute.

The students will wear the
medallions at graduation when
they will be the first to receive
their diplomas.

Graduates from the
Poplarville campus are
Alexandria Cumbest of Hurley,
Karissa Davis of Hattiesburg,
Renelle Failla of Picayune,
Alyssa Fuller of Carriere,
Jenna Lee of Picayune, Reagan
Norwood of Biloxi, Alexander
Smith of Columbia, Sarah
Spence and Skylar Taggart,
both of Carriere, Madden
Stockstill of Picayune and
Kelle Thigpen of Columbia.

Forrest County Center grad-
uates are Joseph Austin of Oak
Grove, Sam Carr of Bassfield,
Rachael Carraro of Hatties-
burg, Kevin Craft of Oak
Grove, Shelley Everett of
Sumrall, Brendan Massey and
Alison McIntyre, both of
Hattiesburg, Ericka Ogden of
Oak Grove, John Paul Pierce of
Hattiesburg, Megan Seyfarth
of Oak Grove and Raechel
Zimmerman Stringer of
Lumberton.

Before receiving the medal-
lions, Lee, Pierce, Spence and
Stringer gave reflections on
their time as Honors Institute
students.

Honors
students
receive
medallions

Phi Theta Kappa and Honors College students from the Forrest County Center presented
PRCC President William Lewis (center) with an autographed academic stole, in honor of
his leadership and upcoming retirement from PRCC on June 30.

PRCC President William Lewis presented presidential
scholarship awards to Alison McIntyre, right (University of
Southern Mississippi) and Rachael Carraro (Mississippi
State University), both of Hattiesburg.

Awards Day recognizes student’s performances
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The Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa honor society inducted new members in a cere-
mony on March 20 in the Brownstone Center in Poplarville. New members are, front row
from left, Elizabeth Flynt of Columbia, Joshua Ferguson of Perkinson, Marella Failla of
Picayune, Myles Ellis of Moss Point, Cameron Douglas of Columbus, William Doherty of
Hattiesburg, Brooke Dean of Lumberton, Chase Crosby of Saucier, Latedric Carter of
Magnolia, Haley Brown of Lumberton, Brian Broom of Bassfield, Vanessa Bond, Elizabeth
Benton and Taylor Autin, all of Carriere; Latoya Arrington of Jayess, Colton Alvis and
Alejandra Alcantara, both of Carriere; second row, Hanna Lofton of Sumrall, Gina
Rancatore of Carriere, Lauren Langford of Columbia, Tressa Polk of Pass Christian, Emily
Lane of Picayune, Rebecca Kelly of Lumberton, Mark Johnson of Bay St. Louis, Lindsey
Hooge of Clinton, Kyle Hillyard of Ocean Springs, Devin Hedgepeth and Dalton Hedgepeth,
both of Picayune, Petrina Hayes of Carriere, Ellen Hall of Purvis, Heath Greenlee of

Columbia, Taronta Gines Jr. of Pascagoula, Zachary Garris of Purvis, Katelynn Franklin of
Columbia, Cameron Ford of Richton; third row, David Salser of Carriere, Sigmund Lewis of
Hattiesburg, Lesley Polk of Columbia, Stanton Ladner of Perkinston, Mallory Nuccio of
Poplarville, Joshua Neumann of Carriere, Jacob Namias of Picayune, Cammie Moree of
Sumrall, Abagail Montgomery of Picayune, Torian Miller of Sumrall, Savannah Miller of
Poplarville, Garyn Miller of Columbia, Jasmine McGill of Lumberton, Frederick McCollum of
Prentiss, William Marshall of Carriere, Lindsey Martin of Lumberton, Ivory Lowe of
Hattiesburg, Logan Lovdahl of Purvis; fourth row, Jordan Mims of Gautier, Jallen Wilks of
Columbia, Hannah Weir of Carriere, Jíquille Washington of Hattiesburg, Jakwaize Walker of
Pascagoula, Kayla Stein of Picayune, Brooklyn Smith of Petal, Ashley Smith of Hattiesburg,
Arianna Selg of Diamondhead, Olivia Segari of Picayune, Presley Seal of Bogalusa, La.
Advisors are Jonathan Morris, Robin Nix, Trevor Hunt and Lisa Palchak. 

Poplarville PTK induction ceremony

Dr. Jana Causey was honored by the American
Association of Women in Community Colleges on April 24.
She is shown with Dr. Adam Breerwood, incoming PRCC
president, and Dr. William Lewis, president of PRCC.

Dr. Causey
named 
Top 40
under 40

The American Association of
Women in Community
Colleges named Dr. Jana
Causey as one of the organiza-
tion’s Top 40 under 40.

She was presented the award
during the AAWCC conven-
tion in New Orleans.

“Pearl River Community
College is extremely proud of
this recognition that Dr. Jana
Causey has earned from the
American Association of
Women in Community
Colleges,” said Dr. William
Lewis, PRCC president.

“This award recognizes the
next generation of community
college leadership from institu-
tions around the country. To be
included in this small number
of honorees is an outstanding
tribute to Dr. Causey and her
abilities and is an honor for our
institution.”

Causey is vice president for
PRCC’s Forrest County opera-
tions.

She was nominated for the
honor by Dr. Amanda Parker,
assistant vice president for
Forrest County Operations,
who wrote:

“For the past eight years, I
have had the privilege to work
in the community college set-
ting under the supervision of
Dr. Causey. She served as my
department chair in which she
always encouraged and sup-
ported me, but perhaps most
importantly, she has served as
a mentor throughout my ca-
reer who has helped mold me
into the individual I am today.
Dr. Causey strives to be a role
model for women in leader-
ship roles.”

Causey received an associ-
ate’s degree from PRCC
where she played softball and
basketball and was homecom-

ing queen. She earned the
bachelor’s, master’s and doc-
toral degrees from the
University of Southern
Mississippi.

She began her teaching ca-
reer at North Forrest High be-
fore coming to PRCC in 2006
as a biology and anatomy and
physiology instructor. 

She served as instructional
area coordinator, then depart-
ment chair for the Forrest
County Center science depart-
ment. She was named assis-
tant vice president for Forrest
County Operations in July
2013 and vice president two
years later.

By Dr. AMANDA PARKER
Assistant VP-Forrest County Center

As we move into a new era of great leadership
at PRCC, we should take a moment to reflect on
the knowledge we have gained from Dr.
William Lewis. 

Without a doubt, Dr. Lewis closes his tenure
at PRCC with the respect and admiration of
everyone he has encountered.

Dr. Lewis has earned that respect by his con-
stant willingness to value others. Over the past
few years, Dr. Lewis often referenced the book
“Good to Great.” 

He was quick to point out how each of us has
helped move our institution toward greatness;
however, we all know that his leadership was
the foundation driving the shift.   

In an effort to explore the admiration of Dr.
Lewis, I asked many colleagues to share stories.
One trait of Dr. Lewis that reoccurred through-

out my conversations was that he always ad-
dressed each person by name. 

Even during first encounters, Dr. Lewis knew
your name. After addressing you by name, he
continued to listen and value your opinions.
This characteristic further established the re-
spect Dr. Lewis has received from us all. 

While everyone had a different favorite mem-
ory, the admiration was always evident. I have
personally learned so much from Dr. Lewis as
I’ve moved into an administrative position. 

He always remained calm taking the time to
analyze a situation. I truly admire that ability. I
am thankful to have worked under his leader-
ship and I am sure I speak for everyone when I
say I appreciate his contributions to PRCC.

Our new president, Dr. Adam Breerwood,
will carry on the tradition to lead with the same
respect and admiration from all employed here
at PRCC. I look forward to many years of learn-
ing from our new administration.

Dr. Lewis’ leadership
something we admire

Four Pearl River Community College students were recognized March 22 during the Phi
Theta Kappa All-Mississippi Academic Team luncheon in Jackson. Attending from Pearl
River Community College were from left: Front row - Jonathan Morris and Trevor Hunt,
Iota Mu chapter advisors; PRCC students Skylar Taggart and Kristen Smith, both of
Carriere; Lisa Palchak, Iota Mu chapter advisor; PRCC students Alison McIntyre and
Brendan Massey, both of Hattiesburg; Dr. Terri Ruckel, Beta Tau Gamma advisor; and Dr.
Jana Causey, vice president for Forrest County Operations. Back row - Roger Knight,
vice president for business and administrative services; Dr. Adam Breerwood, vice presi-
dent for the Poplarville campus; Dr. Martha Lou Smith, vice president for general educa-
tion and technology services; Dr. Doug Donohue, Beta Tau Gamma advisor; PRCC
President Dr. William Lewis, and Dr. Ryan Ruckel, Beta Tau Gamma advisor.

Students receive Coca-Cola,
PTK top academic honors

Two Pearl River Community College students
have been awarded scholarships through the
Coca-Cola Community College Academic Team
program.

Brendan Massey and Alison McIntyre, both of
Hattiesburg and students at PRCC’s Forrest
County Center, were presented with the honors
March 22 during the Phi Theta Kappa All-
Mississippi Academic Team luncheon in
Jackson.

Massey was named a Gold Scholar and re-
ceived a $1,500 scholarship while McIntyre re-
ceived $1,250 as a Silver Scholar.

Massey was named to the PTK All-
Mississippi Academic First Team while
McIntyre, Kristen Smith and Skylar Taggart,
both of Carriere, were named to the Second
Team. Massey and McIntyre represented the
Beta Tau Gamma PTK chapter, and Smith and
Taggart are members of the Iota Mu chapter on
the Poplarville campus.

Massey has battled numerous health condi-
tions to maintain a 4.0 grade point average as a
theoretical mathematics major. He is vice presi-
dent of the Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi
Theta Kappa, president of Mu Alpha Theta math
honorary and the PRCC Chess Club.

He is one of only 10 students to receive PTK’s
2016 Pearson Scholarship for Higher Education,
a $5,000 renewable scholarship and mentorship
program for both associate and bachelor degree
completion.

Massey and his wife, Melinda, are the parents
of a daughter, Raleigh Laura. 

McIntyre, the daughter of Missy McIntyre, is an
Honors Institute student with a 4.0 GPA. 

She is president of Sigma Kappa Delta English
honor society, vice president of Beta Tau Gamma
PTK chapter and the History and Humanities Club
and a member of Mu Alpha Theta.

McIntyre received the Outstanding Student in
Sociology Award in 2016 and plans to pursue a de-
gree in social work at USM.

Smith is the daughter of Mike and Lisa Smith of
Carriere and Cheryl Smith of Saucier.

She is captain of the national champion String of
Pearls dance team and plans to major in secondary
English education at the USM.

Taggart is an officer in the Iota Mu chapter of
PTK and a member of the PRCC STEM Club and
the National Association of Rocketry.

The son of Penny Taggart of Carriere and William
Taggart of San Francisco, he plans to attend Georgia
Tech to major in aerospace engineering.

PRCC student Brendan Massey (center) of
Hattiesburg was selected as a 2017 Coca-
Cola Community College Academic Team
Gold Scholar. Joining him were Dr. Doug
Donohue, Beta Tau Gamma advisor; and
PRCC President Dr. William Lewis.



Delta State University students don’t just sit in a classroom. They operate world 
class recording studios, fly commercial planes, create art sculptures and use 
drones to build maps — just to name a few. Check out our nationally-recognized 
programs in entertainment industry studies, aviation, geospatial technology, fashion 
merchandising, nursing and education — hands-on learning that is sure to inspire.

WWW.DELTASTATE.EDU • 1.800.GO.TO.DSU
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Students anchor All-State Jazz Band

Katelyn will be competing in the Miss Mississippi pageant this summer.

Heart Behind the Music

PRCC Symphonic Band

Spring choral concert RiverRoad finale

The 2017 String of Pearls at Pearl River Community College won the national champi-
onship in pom category March 25 at the American Dance and Drill Team competition in
Dallas. They also brought home awards for second runner-up in jazz dance and third run-
ner-up in hip hop. They are, from left, front row Ellen Hall of Purvis, Katelyn Brown of
Richton, Madden Stockstill of Picayune, captain Kristin Smith of Carriere, Anna Breeland
of Picayune; second row, Hayle Shoemake of Picayune, Carolyn Willis of Carriere,
Megan Wright of Wiggins, Cassady Compretta of Bay St. Louis, Keanna Mitchell of
Picayune; third row, Nala Carter of Picayune, Lindsey Hooge of Clinton, La., Katy Fuller,
Abby Russell, Kirsten Brunson and Abby Montgomery, all of Picayune. Kara Fleming is
director of the String of Pearls, which have won 18 ADDT national championships. 

String of Pearls shine

The Pearl River Community College color guard won the Gold Medal for its division in the
University Regional A category of the Mississippi Indoor Association competition April 1 in
Jackson. Guard members are, front row from left, Heather Shows of Kiln, Raven White of
d’Iberville, Garyn Miller of Columbia; second row, Morgan Runyan and Courtney Sones,
both of Carriere; Brantley Welsh of Petal and Elle McDaniel of Sandy Hook. The squad
won the Gold Medal in only its second year of competition. Directors are Kelcey Whitfield
Becnel and Zach Hassell.

Color guard gold medalists

Above, Belle Cantante women’s choir opens its portion of the concert with Jambo, led by
Cierra Deloach of Petal, from left, Caitlin Lee of Poplarville, Arianna Chaisson of
Picayune, Leigh Ann Howe of Wiggins, Ramonia Magee of New Hebron and Rhana
Gooden of Gulfport with Chase Mitchell playing the djembe. Below, Hunter King of
Carriere and the Wildcat Men’s choir open the spring choral concert with Tshotsholoza.

Above, Briton Meadows of Pass Christian, from left, Peyton Stephens of Carriere and
Chase Mitchell of Wade play Bugler’s Holiday, one of composer Leroy Anderson’s most
well-known and difficult pieces. 

Fourteen musicians from Pearl River
Community College were selected for the
Mississippi Community College All-State Jazz
Clinic band.

The clinic was held March 23-25 at Hinds
Community College in Raymond with a con-
cert the afternoon of March 25.

Participating from PRCC were Curtis Peters
of Columbia and Josiah Hicks of Taylorsville,
alto sax; Jonathyn Masters of Purvis, tenor sax;
Tristan Baggett of Picayune, Vincent Canoy of
Pass Christian, Garrett Pittman of Gulfport and
Alberto Moroyoqui of Bay St. Louis, trom-

bone; Chase Mitchell of Wade, Peyton
Stephens of Carriere, Kyle Whitfield of
Picayune and Briton Meadows of Pass
Christian, trumpet; Tony Especto of Ocean
Springs, bass; and Joseph Heitzman of
Waveland, drums.

The All-State Jazz Band was directed by
Bart Marantz, former director of jazz studies at
Booker T. Washington High School for the
Performing and Visual Arts in Dallas, Texas,
who works with the jazz education program at
The Thelonius Monk Institute in Washington,
D.C.

Richie McDonald, from left, Brandon Lay and Will Champlin listen to John Ford Coley
during the Heart Behind the Music Showcase on March 23 at the Brownstone Center.

Above, the last perform-
ance of RiverRoad,
PRCC’s showchoir, came
during the April 27 USO
Show. The choral depart-
ment will include an ad-
vanced choir, a pop choir
and The Voices elite en-
semble in 2017-18. Left,
Devin Hedgepeth of
Picayune and RiverRoad
sing Letters from War.
Below, Lucas Callahan of
Petal sings Dancin’ Fool.
PRCC Public Relations
photos.
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Cross Ties helps celebrate the grand opening of the Poplarville Farmers’ Market April 6 on the
Town Green. Members of the bluegrass/gospel band are, from left, former PRCC employee
Paul Kaufman, alumnus and former employee Nancy Lee, retired instructor Bill Nix, alumnus
Mike Patten, alumnus Jerry Philen (sitting) and instructor Bobby Thrash. Hidden behind
Thrash is Stan Cartee. The Farmer’s Market is open first and third on Thursday afternoons.

Farmers’ market music

State faculty association

Alumni inducted into the Pearl River Community College 2017 Lifetime Achievement Hall
of Fame April 13 are, seated from left, Grenada physician Dr. Thomas Holden, Lamar
County educator Carolyn Lott Adams; standing, business executive Bill James of
Leesburg, Fla.; educator Dr. James “Jimmy” Barnes of Poplarville and Slap Ya Mama
founder Tony Walker of Ville Platte, La. The college selected them based on success in
their professions after getting their start at Pearl River. PRCC began the Lifetime
Achievement Hall of Fame in 2012 with a secondary purpose of linking them to the
PRCC Honors Institute. Adams attended Pearl River in 1958-59. She retired from the
Lamar County School District after almost 40 years as a teacher and administrator.
Barnes played basketball at Pearl River in 1955-57 and returned to spend 37 years as a
science instructor and department chairman. Holden grew up on campus where his par-
ents, Dobie and Earlora Holden, were football coach and instructor, respectively. He
played football and tennis in 1956-58 and was charter president of Phi Theta Kappa
honor society before becoming an obstetrics-gynecology physician. James, starting quar-
terback for the Wildcats in 1954-56, spent his career as an executive in the electric utility
industry in Florida and Indiana and teaching as an adjunct college instructor. Walker also
made a mark as the starting quarterback in 1974-76 before returning home to Louisiana
and spending 28 years as an assistant district attorney. He also founded Slap Ya Mama,
a family business which manufactures Cajun products.

Outstanding alumni Networking with students

PRCC students and alumni got together the
morning of April 20 to network over bacon and
eggs.

The gathering was the first Lessons from Alumns
Breakfast organized by the PRCC Alumni
Association and Development Foundation.

Poplarville financial planner Jon Williams, an
alumnus of Hinds Community College and USM,
told students they are ready to move to senior col-
lege.

“Pearl River has, I assure you, prepared you for
the next step,” Williams said. “You don’t need to be
intimidated at all because you went to Pearl River.”

Students had time to ask questions of the Alumni
Panel - Stephen Rawls of Carriere, deputy branch
chief for mechanical operations at Stennis Space
Center; business owner and state Rep. Chris

Johnson of Hattiesburg; Delana Harris of Wiggins,
PRCC director of recruitment and marketing; and
Dr. Adam Breerwood, PRCC vice president and in-
coming president.

“Don’t let any obstacles stand in your way,”
Breerwood said. “Get your education no matter
what.”

His advice resonated with Austin Ard of
Gulfport, who is transferring to New York
University to study fashion and visual merchandis-
ing after graduation.

“I’ll be facing obstacles in life, but I’ll overcome
them,” he said.

Johnson told the students to use their college
years wisely. “You learn all your life, but you never
have the time that you have now,” he said. “Take
advantage of that.”

Above, businessman Jon Williams of Poplarville was the guest speaker for the 2017
Lessons from Alums Breakfast. Below, Alumnus Stephen Rawls, left, answers a student’s
question at the breakfast. Other PRCC alumni on the panel are Rep. Chris Johnson,
Delana Harris and Dr. Adam Breerwood.

Passion Band at PRCC

Passion Band with Kristian Stanfill brought Christian music to White Coliseum April 10 for
the Great Things Conference put on by the Fellowship of Christian Athletes chapter at
Pearl River Community College.

Pearl River Community College instructors Jason Ramshur, Dr. Justin Williamson, Dr.
Aryn Purvis and Dr. Doug Donohue attended the regular spring session of the state facul-
ty association on March 31. This body is the official organization of political representation
for all instructional faculty members of the 15 community colleges statewide. The purpose
of the meeting was to elect new officers, discuss the legislative agenda, and address fac-
ulty concerns. Jason Ramshur, political science and history instructor from the Poplarville
campus, was elected by acclimation to the post of state vice president. Ramshur currently
serves on the local level as the faculty association president for Poplarville and Hancock
campuses. PRCC faculty attendees pictured from left are Dr. Justin Williamson, Dr. Aryn
Purvis, and Jason Ramshur along with faculty representatives from other colleges. 

Pearl River Community College English in-
structor Dr. Justin Williamson recently attended
the League for Innovation in the
Community College National
Conference in San Francisco.

The four-day event showcased in-
tensive training sessions, inspira-
tional speakers, and hands-on work-
shops aimed at providing partici-
pants with new strategies to engage
learners.

“The opportunity to attend a na-
tional conference of this quality and
caliber is truly a blessing,” said
Williamson. “It is a testament to our
institution’s commitment to faculty
professional development. Our col-
lege really does lead the way on many fronts.
For example, our E-Learning Office is unparal-

leled in their tireless work ethic.” 
Grants for conference attendance were pro-

vided through the Office of E-
Learning.

Williamson, who teaches with the
Honors Institute and E-Learning, pri-
marily composition, literature, and
film, added, “On my office wall, I
have a quote from Irish poet William
Butler Yeats. It reads ‘Education is
not the filling of a pail. It is the light-
ing of a fire.’ 

“These types of quality profession-
al development experiences allow
educators to renew their spirit for
teaching and come back to the class-

room brimming with new ideas and,
hopefully, light some intellectual fires in our
students.” 

Dr. Williamson

Williamson attends Educational Conference

By TONIA MOODY
Director of Admissions-Records

What is a mentor? According to Merriam-
Webster Dictionary, the definition of a mentor is
an experienced and trusted advisor.  

A good mentor provides the willingness to
share their professional knowledge and expert-
ise. They are available to answer questions rele-
vant to the job.  

A good mentor has a relationship
with others that is a two way street,
where communication is open and
honest.  

Dr. William Lewis has been just
that for me, as well as countless other
professionals throughout his career
in the education arena. Dr. Lewis
possesses a willingness to share his
knowledge and expertise with pro-
fessionals that have a willingness to
grow and learn.  

He shares a positive attitude and
demonstrates what it takes to be productive and
successful.  

He takes a personal interest in the employees
that he supervises and encourages them to de-
velop skills to make them better. Dr. Lewis has
always shown enthusiasm in education and a
deep desire to make PRCC go from good to
great.

He makes every person he comes into contact
with feel valuable and important, and he calls
each employee by their first name.  

A good mentor is respected by colleagues and
employees in all levels on the organization. As
employees, we want to follow someone who is
well respected by colleagues and co-workers.  

As I have attended state meetings with col-
leagues from other community colleges, they
inevitably say, “Dr. Lewis is a great college
president and wonderful man.”

It always makes me smile just a little bit larg-
er to know that I work for such a well-respected
person. 

And lastly, a great mentor motivates others by
setting a good example. As a new employee at
PRCC, one day I observed Dr. Lewis walking
across campus and there was some litter on the
ground. 

There was no one around him at the time, he
casually picked up the trash and car-
ried it to the nearest trash can. He re-
ceived no accolades for this simple
act, but set a level of expectation to
any who observed this simple act.  

Leading by example is a trait of a
good leader and sets a very powerful
lesson to those they supervise. 

Seeing the pride Dr. Lewis takes
with our college campus and educa-
tional pursuits helped instill the same
pride of excellence for me. 

I think we as humans rise to the
level of expectations set by our leaders

and Dr. Lewis has set a high expectation for em-
ployees at PRCC. 

John Maxwell said it best: “People rise and
fall to meet your level of expectations for them.
If you express skepticism and doubt in others,
they will return your lack of confidence with
mediocrity. But if you believe in them and ex-
pect them to do well, they will go the extra mile
trying to do their best.”

I believe that is the primary reason we at
PRCC have achieved the numerous national
recognitions that we have received.

Dr. Lewis has set a level of high expectations
of the employees of PRCC not to settle for
mediocrity, but to achieve greatness.

I know this tradition of high expectations will
continue through the next administration. 

Pride, Respect, Class, and Character, the
Wildcat Way!

Moody

Dr. Lewis set a level
of high expectations
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I was a little intimidated when I first arrived at 

Southern Miss. But once I started to meet more 

people on campus, I realized I was not the only 

nontraditional student here. Through studying to 

become a teacher, I am working toward my goal to 

impact the lives of my students. I have always had a 

strong support system to help me achieve my goals, 

so I understand the importance of working with 

young adults on the verge of making life-changing 

decisions. If I can be one more person in their lives 

who can help them succeed, then my job is done.

HAILEY ULRICH 
TRANSFER STUDENT  |   BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI

Awards Day: Outstanding students recognized

Above, Dr. William Lewis,
Pearl River Community
College president, present-
ed the Mississippi State
University Presidential
Partnership Scholarship to
Jason Pearson of
Poplarville, center, and
Jordan Reynolds of Petal at
Awards Day on April 18.
Left, Sarah Spence of
Carriere received the
Presidential Scholarship
Award for the University of
Southern Mississippi from
Dr. Lewis.
PRCC Public Relations
photos

Pearl River Community College presented
awards to top students on the Poplarville campus
and Hancock Center during ceremonies April 18
at the Brownstone Center for the Arts.

Sarah Spence of Carriere received the
Presidential Award for the University of Southern
Mississippi from Dr. William Lewis, PRCC pres-
ident. Lewis also presented the Mississippi State
University Presidential Partnership Scholarship
to Jordan Reynolds of Petal and Jason Pearson of
Poplarville.

Kristin Smith and Skylar Taggart, both of
Carriere, were recognized for their selection to
the All-Mississippi Academic Second Team
through Phi Theta Kappa honor society.

Lan Pope of Carriere received the Citizenship
Award for career-technical students.

Britanny Lafontaine of Waveland received the
Hancock Center Leadership Award and Carson
Maiden of Kiln received the Hancock Center
Citizenship Award.

Subject area awards went to:
n Kristie Belton of Lumberton, medical billing

and coding.
n William Morgan of Gulfport and Raegen

Miller of Baxterville, barbering.
n Jamie Daniels of Picayune, cosmetology.
n QuaíNeilus Bonds of Summit - Outstanding

Student Certificate.
n Rebekah Chauvin of Carriere, ceramics.
n Garrett Aultman of Sumrall, design.
nAnthony Especto of Ocean Springs, music.
n Eileen Hall of Poplarville, public speaking.

She is an employee of the PRCC Libraries.
nAustin Ard of Gulfport, special studios.
n Ivery Boddie IV of Foxworth, creative writ-

ing.
n Courtney Sones of Carriere, criminal justice.
n Jenna Lee of Lumberton, English.
n Cody M. Elton of Poplarville and Billy Kyle

Stringer of Lumberton, history.
n Emma Culliver of Poplarville, psychology.
n Olivia Winters of Carriere, sociology.
n Jenna Lee of Picayune, Spanish.
n Jenna Gibson of Picayune, Nursing I.
n Taylor Autin of Carriere, Nursing II.
n Georgie Session of Carriere, Nursing III

Women’s Health.
n Kimberly Travis of Petal, Nursing III

Pediatrics.
n Christine Lanier of Lumberton, Nursing IV.

n Chanci Helveston of Hattiesburg, LPN
Bridge.
n Ashlyn Carr of Sumrall, Miss.Nursing

Foundation.
n Tyler Wagner of Slidell, practical nursing.
n Wayne Halcomb of Poplarville, Skills USA

and brick, block and stonemasonry.
n Leighton Cheramie of Carriere, electrical

technology.
n Noel Marks of Poplarville, accounting.
n Danielle Stasney of Picayune, biology.
n Christy Packwood of Picayune, business.
n Kelle Thigpen of Columbia, chemistry.
n Gage Kennedy of Kiln, computer science.
n Brian Oliver of Carriere, engineering.
n Haden Lee of Purvis, mathematics.
n Belle Failla of Picayune, physics.
n Caroline Olvera of Picayune, anatomy and

physiology.
n Colby Betz of Kiln, Hancock Center

English.
n Arianna Selg of Waveland, Hancock Center

history and psychology.
n Clara Williams and Jimmie Toler of Pass

Christian, Hancock Center mathematics.
n Miko Reidy of Bay St. Louis, Hancock

Center sociology.
n Jordan Scott of Bay St. Louis, Hancock

Center welding.
Recognized for inclusion in Who’s Who in

American Community Colleges were Cienna
Pearson, Alyssa Hill, Courtney Sims, Kristin
Smith, Skylar Taggart, Arnold Spiers, Alyssa
Fuller, Keith Mitchell, Sarah Spence, Promise
Lemoine and Tiffany Mitchell, all of Carriere;
Belle Failla, David Thomas, Jenna Lee, Krystle
Miller, Hannah Falls, Lisette Fayard and
Lushawnda Middleton, all of Picayune; Aaron
McKenzie, Kelle Thigpen, Alexander Smith and
Autumn Bowling, all of Columbia; Joelle
Wesner, Amy Monju and Juan Garcia, all of Kiln;
Leigh Ann Howe, James Abel and Victoria
Dewease, all of Lumberton; Joseph Turner and
Robin Correll, both of Poplarville; Haden Lee
and Thomas Mitchell, both of Purvis; Bridgette
Dedeaux and Shyann Odom, both of Perkinston;
Dale Hill of Pass Christian, Lucas Callahan of
Petal, Latedric Carter of Magnolia, Alexandria
Cumbest of Lucedale, Collin Carpenter of
Sumrall, Hannah Laureys of Diamondhead and
Lyman Tate of Gulfport. 

Wayne Halcomb of
Poplarville, a student at
Pearl River Community
College, has received a
$1,000 Skills USA scholar-
ship through the
Southeastern Construction
Owners and Associates
Roundtable in partnership
with Build Your Future.
Halcomb is a student in the
MI-BEST program which al-
lows him to study masonry
at PRCC while completing
his high school equivalency
degree. He placed first in
state Skills USA competition
in masonry.

Skills USA 
winner

Katie Ball, PRCC instructor
and DECA advisor, left, and
student Annie Leon of
Hattiesburg attended the
DECA International Career
Development Conference.

Leon top 20 finalist
Pearl River Community College student Annie Leon of

Hattiesburg was a top 20 finalist at DECA’s International Career
Development Conference April 26-29 in Anaheim, Calif.

Leon competed in the sales management meeting category
and qualified for the ICDC competition by placing first at the
DECA state convention.

She is a business management technology student at PRCC’s
Forrest County Center.

“Colleges from all over the United States, Canada, China and
Mexico were present at ICDC,” said Katie Ball, DECA advisor
and alumnus. “Having Annie make it past the preliminary round
of competition is a huge accomplishment. The conference is
filled with thousands of college students from all over the globe.
Just knowing that one of our Pearl River students made it on
stage should make everyone proud.”
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Valluzzo Companies
Locally Owned and Operated
with 50 Locations in Louisiana 

and Mississippi

POPLARVILLE - Students
in instructor Randy Henry’s
Utility Lineman Technology
program at Pearl River
Community College in-
stalled a new scoreboard
for the Poplarville High
School softball program this
spring. They removed the
old scoreboard and re-
placed the foundation for
the new scoreboard.

Community service

The Pearl River County Home Builders Association presented $29,000 to Pearl River
Community College March 30 to be used to purchase drafting tables, computers and
monitors for the drafting and design program. About 50 students are enrolled in one or
more drafting and design classes. Pictured are, from left, Dr. Ed Pinero, PRCC director of
career-technical education; PRCC drafting instructor Jesse Walker; Mark Wallace, Home
Builders Association state board member; Scott White, Home Builders secretary; Dennis
Collier, Home Builders president; PRCC drafting instructor Rodney Clark and Dr. Scott
Alsobrooks, PRCC vice president.

Homebuilders donation 

Welding program donation

March River Rewards

Congratulations to Sharon Clark, instructor of mathematics. She was selected to receive
the March River Rewards prize, a PRCC tote bag, photo frame, water bottle, and wall dis-
play, presented to her by Dr. William Lewis on behalf of the River Rewards Committee.
The presentation includes Chuck Abadie (left), Director of Public Relations, and Dr. Jana
Causey (second from left), Vice President for Forrest County Operations; both are River
Rewards Committee members.

Ribbon cutting

WAVELAND - Pearl River Community College officials and members of the Hancock
Chamber of Commerce were on hand April 10 for the ribbon cutting of the new science
lab at the Hancock Center. Seated from left were Raymunda Barnes, assistant vice presi-
dent for the Hancock Center; PRCC President William Lewis, Frank Ladner of Bay St.
Louis, a member of the PRCC board of trustees; Dr. Adam Breerwood, vice president for
the Poplarville campus and Hancock Center; and Alan Dedeaux, Hancock Schools super-
intendent and member of the PRCC board of trustees. Standing are some of the mem-
bers of the Hancock Chamber in attendance.

WAVELAND - Pearl River Community College’s welding program at the Hancock Center
received a donation of $5,486.48 for welding equipment from the Adam family of Hancock
County in honor of their son,  Tanner, who died in a 2008 car accident. The ceremony
took place at the Hancock Center welding shop. Tanner Adam was the son of Bryan
“Hootie” Adam, Hancock County Emergency Management Agency director, and nephew
of Hancock County Sheriff Ricky Adam. “Since the accident, his family annually gives to
the Hancock County Career Tech Center in Tanner’s memory because he was a career
tech student,” said Raymunda Barnes, assistant vice president for the Hancock Center.
“Tanner’s family holds an annual softball tournament to assist in career technical initia-
tives throughout the county. They give annual scholarships to career technical students.
Several of the students who received the scholarships are enrolled at PRCC.” Pictured
above are members of the Tanner family with PRCC officials and welding students at the
Hancock Center. 

WAVELAND - It is Raymunda Barnes’ opin-
ion that the new science lab at Pearl River
Community College’s Hancock Center will be a
major attraction for Hancock County students
as they begin their higher education careers.

“The new science lab offers Hancock Center
students the opportunity to complete their de-
gree requirements without having to travel or
take science classes online,” said Barnes, assis-
tant vice president for the Hancock Center. “The
new lab also means the expansion of course of-
ferings at the Hancock Center.”

The lab features a state-of-the-art interactive
whiteboard and sound system as well as a com-
plete set of brand new microscopes and lab ma-
terials to accommodate 20 students in each
course. The lab also has safety equipment in-

cluding an eye wash station and a safety show-
er. 

The science lab began operation at the begin-
ning of the 2017 spring semester. The first class-
es offered were General Biology I and Physical
Science. 

Said Barnes, “With this new science lab, the
Hancock Center can now offer science laborato-
ry courses in both Biology and Physical Science.
This would include General Biology I & II,
Anatomy and Physiology I & II, Microbiology,
and Physical Science Survey I & II.”

Biology instructors at the Hancock Center are
Dr.  Deborah Ladner and James Royston.
Physical Science instructor is Craig Carrigee.

Hancock Center is located at 454 Highway 90
in Waveland. 

Science lab helps Hancock
Center expand offerings 

Retired welder Glen Smith of Hattiesburg, front right, donated welding equipment, tools
and supplies to Pearl River Community College’s welding program on April 20. Pictured
with him at the PRCC welding shop are Dr. Ed Pinero, career-technical education direc-
tor, PRCC student and employee Joseph Turner, welding instructors Heath Ladner and
Leland Kennedy and Mike Turner, Joseph Turner’s father. Smith’s friendship with the
Turners led him to donate the equipment, worth about $3,500, to Pearl River.
PRCC Public Relations photo

PRCC President William Lewis signs an agreement between
Millsaps College. The agreement enhances the opportunities
for students to transfer directly from a community college to
Millsaps. Millsaps has, for several years, worked to attract
transfer students from community and junior colleges. The col-
lege offers the following support specific to transfer students:
n Students who have at least a 2.8 GPA and 30 transferrable
credit hours are guaranteed admission and at least $10,000
in scholarship funds.
n Students with at least a 3.2 GPA and 30 transferrable credit
hours are guaranteed admission and at least $15,000 in
scholarship funds.

Millsaps signs on
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The Wildcat
Way

Pride Respect
Class Character

The “Shooters” team recently won the 3 on 3 intramural
basketball  tournament on the Poplarville campus. The team
members were, from left, Dominique Lowe, Tray Martin and
Tamiljah Merrill. The Shooters were one of 12 teams in the
tournament, which was held in Shivers Gymnasium.

Intramural basketball

When the Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa honor society inducted new members on
March 20, many were members of the PRCC fotball team. They included from left: Front
row - David Salser of Picayune, Chase Crosby of Saucier, Mark Johnson of Bay St.
Louis, Heath Greenlee of Columbia, Jakwaize Walker of Pascagoula. Second row: Josh
Neumann of Carriere, Jordan Mims of Gautier, Sigmund Lewis and Jíquille Washington,
both of Hattiesburg.

PTK football inductees

Football report

Pearl River players and coaches watch redshirt sophomore quarterback Justin Agner de-
liver a pass during a practice session this spring at Poplarville. 

Wildcats complete spring work
Pearl River Community College took a low-

key approach to spring football this year, conduct-
ing 20 practice sessions without a lot of fanfare.

The Wildcats are looking to improve signifi-
cantly in 2017 after consecutive 2-7 seasons.
However, there is a quiet optimism in the PRCC
camp as David Saunders prepares for his second
season as head coach.

“We’ve got about 40 players, including some
kids who redshirted for us last fall,” said
Saunders. “We’re stressing our conditioning and
making sure we’re ready for the summer.”

Although the Wildcats did not improve their
overall record from the previous year, both wins
were in the South Division, and PRCC was com-
petitive in all of its defeats. A larger class of re-
turning sophomores has also buoyed the team’s
confidence.

The top priority for the Wildcats in the spring
was getting a good look at the prospective starter
at quarterback, Kent State transfer Justin Agner,
who will be a redshirt freshman this fall after ap-
pearing in just one game for the Flashes in 2016.

Agner is a 6-foot, 200-pounder from
Woodstock, Ga. He sat out the 2015 season while
attending Air Force Prep in Colorado, then trans-
ferred to Kent State and was the team’s starter for
the 2016 opener against Penn State.

“We needed to see if Justin can run the offense,
and we think he’s shown he can,” said Saunders.

“We lost our quarterback in the first game last
year, and we had to retool with Timothy Arnold,
and he did a fine job. But we’ve moved him back
to the position he came here to play, at wide re-
ceiver.” 

Arnold will bolster the depth of a receiving
corps that returns talented sophomore Jay Banks
Jr., but not much else. Banks is PRCC’s top re-
turning wideout, with eight catches for 135 yards
and two touchdowns last season.

The Wildcats also must replace the departed
Darious Leggett, who rushed for 1,022 yards and
eight touchdowns last season. At present, the
leading candidate to replace Leggett is sopho-
more Dalton Bradfield.

Dillon Broom, the 13-year-old brother of former Wildcat player Blake Broom, throws out
the ceremonial first pitch prior to a doubleheader against Hinds April 19 at Poplarville.
Also on hand were his parents, Jody and Sherry Broom of Columbia. Blake Broom, 19,
who played with the Wildcats in the fall, was killed in a single-vehicle traffic accident on
Highway 26 in April.

In memory of Blake Broom
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Pearl River will look to build on its strengths
coming into the summer workout season, lead-
ing to the beginning of preseason practice.

The Wildcats return a strong nucleus of talent
on the offensive line, led by redshirt sophomore
center Tremaine Chatman.

They also have a large group of returnees in
the defensive secondary, led by sophomore
Zhaunte McElroy, who had 42 tackles and a
pair of interceptions.

PRCC has a large class of signees scheduled
to come in and compete for all positions once
the summer session begins in June.

“There will be some young guys who will
have a chance to come in and contribute,”
Saunders said.

One big advantage the Wildcats have this
year that they did not have a year ago is conti-
nuity in the coaching staff. All of the assistants
from last season are currently in the fold for the
2017 season.

“That is very important for our program,”
Saunders said. “They must believe in what
we’re doing.” 

Pearl River sophomore guard Eli Arcement (left) of Hancock
High School in Kiln looks to pass during action in the
MACJC All-Star Basketball Game recently at Decatur.
PRCC sophomore center Shelanita Starks (right) of Salmen
High School in Slidell, La., dribbles the ball during action in
the All-Star Basketball Game. The North teams won both
games. The North took the women’s game 82-79, and the
North was a 121-103 winner in the men’s game. 

High school stars put on show at PRCC 
Some of South Mississippi’s

top high school basketball
players put their talents on dis-
play last  month in the second
annual South Mississippi High
School All-Star Classic at
M.R. White Coliseum on the
Pearl River Community
College campus.

A crowd estimated at 700
passed through the coliseum
doors for four games featuring
high school seniors and under-
classmen boys and girls.

“It’s a great way for kids to
come on our campus and play
in our coliseum,” said Scotty
Fletcher, PRCC women’s bas-
ketball coach. “It’s also a
chance for some kids who
have maybe slipped through
the cracks recruiting-wise to
showcase their talent.”

The first game of the night
featured Underclass Girls and
was won by the East squad 65-
55. The East team had a 20-
point lead late in the first half
and held off a second-half

challenge from the West. 
Alanna Smith of Picayune

scored 15 points to lead the
East and earn Most Valuable
Player honors. 

The Underclass Boys game
was also won by the East team
64-56. 

DaJon Whitworth of
Harrison Central was MVP
after scoring 9 points, 7 in the
second half. He had 5 re-
bounds and 3 assists. Leon
Jones of North Forrest had 10
points as the leading scorer for
the East. 

The West was the winner in
the Senior Girls game 54-47.
Jamaya Galloway of Bay
High, the MVP for the
Underclass Girls in last sea-
son’s inaugural game, repeated
as MVP with 11 points, 5 re-
bounds and 2 steals.

The final game of the night
was the Senior Boys game,
won by the West 70-60. The
West broke open a close game
early in the second half to lead

by as many as 24 points be-
fore the East rallied to close
the margin. Tirus Smith, a 6-

foot-7 UTEP signee from
Petal, was named MVP after
scoring 11 points.

Wildcats earn doubleheader 
sweep in dramatic fashion 

Pearl River Community College baseball
needed to get some magic back, and what better
way than a last-inning rally to finish off a dou-
bleheader sweep.

After snapping a six-game losing streak with
a 10-4 victory over Holmes in the opener, the
Wildcats scored three runs in the bottom of the
seventh inning to snatch a 4-3 win in the night-
cap in an MACJC twin-bill at
Wildcat Stadium Saturday.

PRCC (23-15 overall) finished the
day in a tie with Northwest and
Mississippi Delta - both of whom the
Wildcats swept earlier this season -
for fifth place in the conference at
14-10. Holmes is 14-30 and 5-21.

“We’ve been scrapping, and not
playing well,” said PRCC coach
Michael Avalon. “It was nice to see
us break out like that, and win like
we did in that second game.”

In the first game, sophomore Austin
Moffett was 3-for-4, and sophomore Graham
Hackbarth drove in four runs with a pair of dou-
bles.

The Wildcats broke open a scoreless game in
the third inning, when they scored five runs.
Sophomore Jonathan Turner drove in two runs
with a single, Hackbarth followed with a two-
run double, and sophomore John Moore capped
the rally with a run-scoring triple.

Holmes rallied with a run in the fourth and
three in the fifth off Wildcat freshman starter
Camden Dusang. But PRCC pulled away with a
run in the fifth on Moore’s RBI single, and three
more in the sixth, keyed by Hackbarth’s second
two-run double of the game.

Sophomore left-hander Parker Dungan came

on in the sixth inning and earned his first save of
the season with four scoreless innings of relief,
scattering three hits with three strikeouts and a
walk. Dusang (4-1), a right-hander, gave up
seven hits, struck out four and walked three.

In Game 2, Pearl River trailed 3-1 with two
out in the bottom of the seventh when freshman
Simon Landry smacked a two-run double, then

Hackbarth drove Landry home with
the game-winning run on an oppo-
site-field double to rightfield. 

Pearl River grabbed a 1-0 lead in
the first inning when sophomore
Donte Peters doubled with one out,
took third on a groundout and scored
on a wild pitch.

The Bulldogs scored all of their
runs in the third off freshman right-
hander Colby White, and they nearly
made it stand up until the Wildcats’
winning rally.
Freshman lefty Luke Bradley came

on for White in the sixth with one out and run-
ners on first and second, and got out of trouble
with a strikeout and a comebacker to the
mound. White gave up five hits, struck out eight
and walked three.

Bradley (3-0) pitched around a one-out walk
in the top of seventh to keep the two-run deficit
intact.

“We were fortunate to get out of here with the
sweep,” Avalon said. “But our guys never gave
up. They kept battling, and the result was two
big wins when we needed them.”

Pearl River will battle Copiah-Lincoln at 3
p.m. Wednesday then the Wildcats will com-
plete the regular season at 2 p.m. Saturday at
home against Coahoma.

Hackbarth

PRCC baserunner Austin Moffett (22) attempts to elude the tag by a Holmes Community
College infielder during Saturday’s doubleheader at Wildcat Stadum. Photo by Brett Russ. 
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A trio of Pearl River Community College
sophomore softball players have agreed to con-
tinue their careers at Mississippi University for
Women.

Outfielder Kristen Martin and pitchers
Madison Scoggin and Jackie Shows signed to at-
tend MUW and play softball for the Owls in their
inaugural season of intercollegiate athletics.

The NCAA Division III Membership
Committee approved the W’s application for ex-
ploratory membership, beginning a five-year
process toward becoming a full NCAA Division
III member. Division III schools do not award
athletic scholarships.

The school will become an official explorato-
ry member of Division III on Sept. 1 and will
begin interscholastic play with the men’s soccer
season.

MUW, located in Columbus, has hired

Tatjana Matthews as head coach for its fledgling
softball program. She was previously head
coach at Columbia College in South Carolina.

Martin, a rightfielder from Oak Grove High
School, is batted .319 for the Wildcats this sea-
son, with three doubles, two triples, a home run
and 20 RBIs. As a freshman in 2016, she hit
.333, with a team-high 13 doubles, three homers
and 32 RBIs.

Scoggin, a left-hander from Stringer High
School, was 1-0 this season, appearing exclu-
sively in relief. She pitched 24 innings with 16
strikeouts 11 walks and a 4.38 ERA. Last sea-
son, she was 1-0 with an ERA of 4.68.

Shows, a right-hander from West Harrison,
was 8-8 for the season in 102 innings. She
struck out 74, walked 39 and has an ERA of
3.57. In 2016, she was 1-1 in 11 appearances
with an ERA of 5.38.

Three Pearl River softball players will continue their playing careers at Mississippi
University for Women in Columbus. They are (from left) pitcher Jackie Shows, outfielder
Kristen Martin and pitcher Madison Scoggin.

Softball ‘Cats sign with MUW

Five PRCC softball players were honored following one of the final home games of the
season. They are, from left: Brooke Barnes, Madison Scoggin, Jackie Shows, Kristen
Martin and Katie Perry.

Maghan James was inducted into
the William Carey University Sports
Hall of Fame on April 1.

James is dean of students on the
Poplarville campus and a member of
the PRCC Sports Hall of Fame.

Starting at second base for two
years, she hit .515 her sophomore
year at PRCC with eight home runs
and was named to All-State and All-
Region teams.

James hit .320 during two years at

WCU and was a two-time NAIA
Scholar Athlete and All-GCAC se-
lection. She earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in physical education and re-
turned to Pearl River as an assistant
coach for the Lady Wildcat softball
team, helping them to the 2010
MACJC State Title. 

She holds a master’s degree from
the University of Southern
Mississippi and will receive her
doctorate in November from Carey.James

James makes Hall of Fame

Pearl River Community College sophomore
defender Alycia Schwartz will continue her
college soccer career at Delta State, after sign-
ing a scholarship offer with the Statesmen ear-
lier this week.

Schwartz, who prepped at West Harrison
High School, was a two-year starter for the
Lady Wildcats at the center back position. She
had a goal and an assist for the Wildcats last
season, and was a key member of PRCC’s state
championship team in 2015.

“Alycia’s been one of our unsung heroes the
past two seasons,” said veteran PRCC coach

Jack Byrd. “She does all the little things that
don’t show up on a scoresheet, and she makes
everyone around her better players.

“Rylee Foster made All-State last year, and
she deserved it, but she doesn’t do it without
Alycia being back there.”

Schwartz actually made the decision to at-
tend DSU out of high school, but came to
PRCC after Byrd made his pitch.

“I came here to win a state ring, and we did
that,” Schwartz said. “And I also got another
family out of it. These have been two years I
wouldn’t trade for anything.”

PRCC’s Schwartz signs with Delta State

Sports Hall inducts Artigues

PRCC President William Lewis
presents Jay Artigues with his
Sports Hall of Fame award.

Former Pearl River Community College baseball star and
coach Jay Artigues was inducted into the Mississippi
Community and Junior College Sports Hall of Fame during
ceremonies on April 25 in Jackson.

His accomplishments in either capacity were outstanding.
During his playing time (1988-89), he copped All-

MACJC and All-Region XXIII first-team honors his sopho-
more season. He batted .414 and .416 his freshman and
sophomore seasons, respectively, which are two of the high-
est batting averages in school history.

He went on to play two seasons at Belhaven College,
where he graduated in 1992. 

As PRCC’s head coach (2002-05), his record was 168-51.
In his first season, Artigues led the Wildcats to a then school-
record 42 wins and a berth in the 2002 JuCo World Series in
Millington, Tenn.

In his final season, he led the Wildcats, who began the sea-
son ranked No. 7 in Division II, to a 46-12 record and a No.
1 ranking in the final JuCo National poll.

Artigues, a native of Bay St. Louis, is athletic director at
Southeastern Louisiana University. He and his wife Rachel
are the parents of two sons, Christopher and Casey.

Pearl River Community College freshman Andrew Burks competes in the calf-roping event
at a college rodeo event earlier this season. Burks finished the season in second place. He
will represent PRCC at the College National Finals in Casper, Wyoming in June.

Pearl River Community College freshman
Andrew Burks is in good position to qualify for a
spot in the 2017 College National Finals Rodeo.

With one event remaining in the Wildcats’ in-
augural season in rodeo, Burks, a Hancock High
graduate, is in second place in the tie-down rop-
ing event in the Ozark Region of the National
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association.

Burks was the tops in total points in calf rop-
ing at the Northwest Mississippi event held
April 20-22 at Senatobia. Burks finished with
155 points after a second-place finish in the
championship round of the event.

Burks was tied for first after his first run in the
finals, with a score of 9.6, good for 55 points,
and was second in his final run with a score of
10.8 and a total 20.4, each good for 50 points.

Through the first nine events of the 2016-17

season, Burks has accumulated 530 points, trail-
ing the top rider in the tie-down competition by
65 points. He leads the third-place rider by 105
points.

The top two teams, plus the top three individ-
uals in each event from each region advance to
the College National Finals Rodeo, scheduled
for June 11-17 at Casper, Wyo.

In team roping at the NWCC event, freshmen
Nick Gonzales and Kelton Carr finished fourth,
each totaling 75 points. 

Their first run in the championship round pro-
duced a sixth-place standing after a score of 7.7,
but they finished their second run with a score
of 6.9, for a total of 14.6. 

Pearl River concluded its first season of rodeo
last weekend at Texarkana, Ark., hosted by
Arkansas-Cossatot Community College.

PRCC’s Burks closing in on 
spot in National Finals Rodeo

Above, Tyler McKenzie, 9-year-old
brother of Madison Peco of
Franklinton, La., throws out the first
pitch at the PRCC Cancer
Awareness softball games on April 1.
Peco, a PRCC freshman, passed
away March 18 after battling
leukemia. The game raised funds for
St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital where she was treated.
Watching the first pitch are, from left,
Lady Wildcats Kayla Williams of
Walker, La., Jackie Shows of Saucier,
Coach Leigh White, players Sarah
Depperschmidt and Ilyssa Easton,
both of Hurley, Krista Robles of
Destrehan, La., Peco’s parents Jason
and Patsy McKenzie and Chloe
McKenzie, 6. Right, on Faculty-Staff
Appreciation Day (March 22) at the
PRCC softball field, Donna Herndon,
athletic department administrative as-
sistant, threw out the first pitch before
the South Division games against
Southwest CC.

Lady Wildcats look ahead
after disappointing year

Pearl River Community College softball is
packing up its gear earlier than usual after a dis-
appointing season in conference play.

After eight consecutive seasons in the
MACJC State Tournament, including a state
title in 2010, the Wildcats missed the postsea-
son this year after a disastrous start to league
play. 

“It’s unfamiliar territory for us,” said PRCC
head coach Leigh White, who com-
pleted her 15th season at the Wildcat
helm. “We worked hard, but we
couldn’t make enough plays to com-
pete for a spot in the playoffs.” 

PRCC finished its season on April
24 with a split of a doubleheader at
Holmes, losing the first game 2-0
and winning the second 7-0, posting
a final record of 19-23 overall and
11-17 in conference play.

“We played Gulf Coast that first
series, and we were in it to the end in
both games, but ended up losing both
games,” said White. “After that, we went into a
downward spiral and never found a way out of
it.”

Pearl River was 8-4 and ranked in the nation
when the Wildcats hosted conference power-
house Mississippi Gulf Coast on March 7 to
open MACJC play, and lost both by a 2-0 score,
dropping the opener in eight innings after play-
ing seven scoreless innings.

The Wildcats then went on the road for three
consecutive doubleheaders, against Northwest,
East Central and Northeast, and were swept in
all three, thus opening conference play with an
0-8 record.

“When you expect kids to be leaders and they
don’t lead, that’s what happens,” White said.
“We thought we were where we needed to be
coming out of non-conference play, but we
made a lot of freshman mistakes we weren’t
making before conference play.”

Pearl River only had five sophomores on its

roster, and lost one of them early in conference
play when starting rightfielder Brooke Barnes
suffered a season-ending knee injury. 

The Wildcats also lost starting third baseman
Destiny Wesley for the season early in the year
with torn labrum in her right shoulder.

The silver lining for PRCC is that a large
class of talented freshmen got plenty of playing
time, and they should be seasoned for 2018.

White expects to get second base-
man Ilyssa Easton and shortstop
Sarah Depperschmidt back next sea-
son, along with centerfielder Anna
Grace Cooley.

Easton, out of East Central High
School, led the Wildcats in most of-
fensive categories. She batted .377,
with 52 hits in 138 at-bats, 28 runs,
12 doubles, five home runs and 30
RBIs, all team highs.

After struggling at the plate for
much of the season, Depperschmidt
finished strong, batting .258, and she

started every game at shortstop. Cooley fin-
ished with a .375 batting average out of the
leadoff spot in the batting order.

“We’ve got a good core coming back,” White
said. “They got a lot of experience under their
belts. But we’ve also got a lot of good kids
coming in (as freshmen), and they are going to
push for playing time.”

Among the seven signees coming in next
season, White is expecting especially big things
from Dallas Blake, a right-handed pitcher from
OLA, who was 16-9, with a 2.48 earned-run
average, and 211 strikeouts this spring, and she
also batted .569 with 49 RBIs for the Crescents.

In the meantime, White and her staff are al-
ready starting to plan for next season.

“We started the day we got beat out (for the
playoffs),” White said. “We have a lot of eval-
uating on how we can be better, and it’s up to
the kids that are returning to learn leadership
roles and what it takes to win at this level.”

White
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2000 - July: Dr. Lewis took over as Pearl
River Community College’s 10th president.

August: Dr. John Grant named Dean of
Academic Affairs and Chuck Abadie named
Director of Public Relations.

October: Head football coach and AD Keith
Daniels passed away in his sixth season as coach
of the Wildcats.

n The Board of Trustees approved plans for
paving all major streets, plus some parking lots
on the school’s Poplarville campus.
n Sidney Malone named Alumnus of the Year.
November: Plans begin for a school museum,

first of its kind in the state.
n Board of Trustees approved hiring architec-

tural firm to draw up master plan for the college
that would include both the Poplarville and
Hattiesburg campuses.

December: Scott Maxfield named head foot-
ball coach.

2001 - February: PRCC begins fast-pitch
softball for first time, replaces slow-pitch play.

April: River Extravaganza, featuring former
Miss America Mary Ann Mobley and her hus-
band, actor and Emmy-award winning talk show
host, Gary Collins, raises more than $58,000.

May:  State Auditor Phil Bryant speaks at
graduation.
n PRCC blazes a new trail with the release of

the school’s first compact disk yearbook. PRCC
is the first institution of higher learning in the
state of Mississippi to convert its yearbook from
the traditional printed form to the compact disk
format.
n Jay Artigues named new baseball coach.
September: Enrollment reaches record 3,400

students.
October: Frank Ladner named Alumnus of

Year; Berlon Lee receives Distinguished Service
Award.
n Grand opening of the PRCC Museum.
November: Preliminary drawings and design

for renovation work to the Student Center on the
Poplarville campus approved by the state
Buildings Commission.

December: Scott Maxfield resigns as head
football coach.

n School of Nursing pins 22 graduates.

2002 - January: Tucker Peavey named new
head football coach.

February: Board of Trustees gave its final
stamp of approval on construction plans for ren-
ovation work to the Student Center on the
Poplarville campus.

March: Dr. James C. Sones, dean of vocation-
al-technical affairs, named administrator of year
at the Mississippi Association of Career and
Technical Educators meeting.

April: PRCC officially kicks off  Chapel
Campaign. Theme: “Can You Hear the Chimes
Ringing?” Campaign chairman is James Ginn,
executive VP, Hancock Bank, PRCC alumnus.
n 15th River Extravanga features Ronnie

McDowell.
n Dr. Becky Askew moves from Director of

Guidance, Recruitment and Orientation to
Director of Institutional Effectiveness and
Guidance. Adam Breerwood moves from
Assistant Director of Guidance, Recruitment and
Orientation to Director of Recruitment and
Orientation.
n Board approves the hiring of Clinton Tapper

as Director of Buildings and Grounds. 
May: Commissioner of Insurance George Dale

is graduation speaker, PRCC graduate and
Prentiss native, addresses the vocational-techni-
cal and academic graduates.
n PRCC one of nine community colleges from

across the country that will create a national-level
aerospace technician education program, thanks
to grant from the National Science Foundation.
The NSF has awarded a $3 million, three-year
grant empowering the Community Colleges for
Innovative Technology Transfer (CCITT) to es-
tablish a National Aerospace Technical Education
Center (SpaceTEC). 
n PRCC wins first-ever Region XXIII

Division II baseball championship, clinching
berth the Central District “Super Regionals”
Tournament.
n Wildcats wrap up historical baseball year at

42-13 and a No. 5 finish in the NJCAA Division
II World Series in USA (Tenn.) Stadium, winning
their first-ever Region XIII and Central District
“Super Regionals.”
n The Board approves contract extension

through June 30, 2006, for Dr. Lewis.
n Public relations staff captures nine awards,

including the Electronic Media Grand Award, in
annual competition sponsored by the College
Public Relations Association of Mississippi
(CPRAM). Staff won five first-place awards, one
second-place award and two third-place awards
along with the grand award in the Junior College
Division.

June: Tucker Peavey resigns as head football
coach, having never coached a game. He is re-
placed by Tim Hatten of Sumrall, a former
Wildcat player. 
n Dr. James Sones, Dean of Vocational-

Technical Affairs, retires after 32 years.
n Alumnus Sidney Malone makes a $400,000

donation in memory of his son, Kelly, toward the
building of a chapel on main campus.

August: PRCC announces fall semester enroll-
ment is the largest in the school’s 92-year history.

Through the end of registration, enrollment is
up 321 students, including more than 200 full-
time students, to a total of 3,743 students on both
the Poplarville and Hattiesburg campuses. That’s
a 9.4 percent increase over fall enrollment in
2001.
n PRCC’s Wildcat Trace Disc Golf Course

holds grand opening. The 18-hole course is free
of charge and open to students, faculty, and the
community. 

October: Football game with  Itawamba post-
poned from Thursday until Saturday due to
threatening weather from Hurricane Lili.  
n Francis Herrin named Alumnus of Year.
November: Wildcat football team makes

MACJC playoffs for first time in decade. Lose in
playoff game to Holmes. Finish season 7-3.
n Radiography program receives new full-

body X-ray machine and new portable X-ray ma-
chine
n Baseball coach Jay Artigues named a 2002

Diamond Sports ABCA Regional Coach of the
Year for NJCAA Division II as selected by the
American Baseball Coaches Assn. 

2003 - January: Ground breaking for
Advanced Technology Center, which will be lo-
cated on 12 acres in the Hattiesburg-Forrest
County Industrial Park.

February: Board of Trustees name the
school’s library in honor of former President
Garvin Howell Johnston.
n Advanced Technology Center named for

Lowery A. Woodall.
nWildcats win third MACJC men’s basketball

championship in eight years, as the Wildcats
pulled off a second-half rally to take a 92-83 see-
saw victory over  Northwest.

March: Lady Wildcats win second Region
XXIII basketball title in eight years and advance
to the NJCAA National Women’s Championship
Tournament in Salina, Kan.

April: Foundation’s 16th River Extravaganza
raises $63,000. Entertainment provided by
LaDonna Gatlin, who made her first appearance
at the Extravaganza.         

May: Hancock Bank executive and PRCC
graduate James Ginn is graduation
speaker...School of Nursing pins 42.
nAdministrator Miller Hammill announces re-

tirement after 43 years in education.
June: Adam Breerwood named dean of stu-

dents.
July: Groundbreaking held for Malone Chapel

after $700,000 raised.
August: Fall enrollment closes in on 4,000 stu-

dents with 3,923 ñ up 5 percent from year ago.
October: James Ginn named Alumnus of the

Year.
nA former Pearl River  student and Poplarville

native gives Pearl River Community College
$3.75 million - the largest cash gift ever present-
ed to a Mississippi community or junior college.
The late Ethel Holden Brownstone, one of 11
children and the daughter of James Houston and
Florence Holden of the White Sand community,
left the money to PRCC in her will before her
death on Oct. 17, 1996. She was the wife and
widow of Lucien Brownstone, a resident of New
York City. 
nWildcat soccer team makes history, claiming

its first-ever MACJC-Region XXIII champi-
onship with a 3-1 victory over Hinds.

November: PRCC wins first MACJC state
football championship under Tim Hatten in 27
years with a 21-17 come-from-behind win over
Hinds. Record 10-1. 

December: PRCC presents first televised
Christmas special on WDAM-TV, showcasing
more than 200 of the school’s musically gifted
students.

2004 - February: Board of Trustees ap-
proves a lease agreement to establish a satellite
educational center in Hancock County in a vacant
Wal-Mart building in Waveland. “We are excited
about establishing a presence in Hancock County
and increasing our education programs in this
area,” said PRCC President William Lewis
n Wildcats repeat as state men’s basketball

champions with a 71-60 win over Hinds in
MACJC State Tournament.

April: 17th annual River Extravaganza raises
$67,000. Entertainment by Ronnie McDowell.

May: Nationally-ranked Pearl River wins its
first-ever baseball state title, pounding Meridian
10-2 in the MACJC State Tournament champi-
onship game. All-American candidate Rhyne
Hughes of Picayune High belted his 16th and
17th homers of the year...Graduation speaker is
Wayne Stonecypher, executive director of the
state board for community colleges.

July: Football All-American Larry Kendrick,
wide receiver-defensive back, named the NJCAA
David Rowlands Male Student Athlete of the
Year for the 2003-2004.

August: Fall enrollment is the largest in the
school’s 94-year history, at 4,156 students - a 6.5
percent increase over fall 2003.

October: Emmett Foxworth named Alumnus
of Year; Kathryn Bass Moody, Distinguished
Service recipient.

November: No. 2-ranked PRCC repeats as
MACJC champions with a 24-13 win over Hinds,
marking a record 17th state title for the Wildcats.
PRCC takes its unblemished 11-0 mark into post-
season bowl play against top-ranked and unde-
feated Butler CC from El Dorado, Kan..
n Pearl River becomes NJCAA national foot-

ball champion after convincing 35-14 victory
over the defending champ Butler County (Kan.)
Grizzlies in the Dalton Defenders Bowl. The na-
tional title bout pitted No. 1 Butler, located in El
Dorado, Kan.; against No. 2 Pearl River and the
Wildcats left little doubt about the superiority of
the MACJC over Kansas’ league in 2004.

Pearl River, which won its only other national
title in 1961 under legendary coach Dobie
Holden, extended its winning stretch to 19
games.

December: Pearl River officially opens the
door to its new Hancock County Center with a
ribbon cutting. 
n The MACJC and national champion Pearl

River Wildcats had four players named to the
NJCAA All-American listing for the 2004 sea-
son. Quarterback Jimmy Oliver of East Marion,
offensive lineman Matt Lott of Stone County, and
wide receiver Larry Brackins of Dothan, Ala.;
were named to the first team. Defensive back
Levance Richmond of Lake Wales, Fla., gets sec-
ond-team honors.

2005 - January: Coach Tim Hatten named
national JuCo coach of the year. Red-shirt fresh-
man QB  Jimmy Oliver, who guided the Wildcats
to an undefeated 12-0 season, named the
NJCAA’s “Offensive Player of the Year” for the
2004 season.

February: String of Pearls awarded the 2005
College Division National Champions for the
highest overall score in the college division in the
American All-Star United States Dance/Drill
Team Championship.

April: 18th annual River Extravaganza raises
record $86,000; previous record $68,000.

Entertainment provided by singer-songwriter
Jeff Bates, a Marion County native who was
making his first appearance at the Extravaganza.

May: Graduation speaker is Jon Mark
Weathers, a district attorney and PRCC gradu-
ate...PRCC Museum awarded an American
Association of State and Local History (AASLH)
Certificate of Commendation for “ìThe Pearl
River College Story: a historical documentary,” a
71-minute history of the school on DVD. PRCC
Museum officials produced the documentary in
2002 and 2003.

August: Fall semester enrollment largest in
school’s 95-year history. Enrollment up 152 stu-
dents, to total of 4,302 students.
n The date: Monday, Aug. 29: Hurricane

Katrina devastates South Mississippi, includ-
ing PRCC to the tune of  millions of dollars.
Winds that blew as high as 120 miles-per-hour
hit the main campus.

September: PRCC hosts a special meeting of

county officials from the hardest hit 15 counties
in south Mississippi on Sept. 5. Among digni-
taries present were President George W. Bush
and First Lady Laura Bush, Gov. Haley Barbour
and Mrs. Barbour, U.S. Sen. Trent Lott, and U. S.
Rep. Charles Pickering.

October: PRCC wins  first-ever women’s state
soccer championship with a 2-1 win over
Mississippi Gulf Coast...Maude Parish and Don
Robbins named Alumni of the Year.

November: PRCC avenges its only loss of the
2005 football season with a 25-19 victory over
Gulf Coast to claim third-straight MACJC state
title. The title marked an unprecedented 18th
state title for the defending NJCAA champion
Wildcats, who ended their Katrina-shortened sea-
son at 8-1 overall with no hopes of a bowl berth
to defend its national title.

December: Two-year football All-American
Jimmy Oliver has been named the NJCAA’s
“Offensive Player of the Year” for the second
straight season.

2006 - February: The Extravaganza be-
comes a casualty of Hurricane Katrina after
White Coliseum destroyed by the storm.

May: Graduation speaker is Tommy Longo,
city of Waveland mayor and PRCC graduate.

July: PRCC receives notice from the
Commission on Colleges of the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools that its ac-
creditation has been reaffirmed.
n Ribbon cutting held at Forrest County

Center for new library and science lab.
September: Fall enrollment bounces back

from Hurricane Katrina in a big way. Fall enroll-
ment at 4,150 students.

October: P.W. Polk Jr. named Alumnus of the
Year.

November: Carlon Hill hit Demetrius Byrd
with a 36-yard touchdown pass with 44 seconds
left to give PRCC 21-20 come-from behind vic-
tory over Copiah-Lincoln and claim a fourth-
straight MACJC state football championship.

December: MACJC state champ PRCC’s
hopes of a second national championship in three
years end as undefeated and No. 1-ranked Blinn
(Tex.) grabbed the 2006 NJCAA title with a 19-9
victory over the Wildcats in the Pilgrimís Pride
Bowl Classic.

2007 - January: With more than 150 stu-
dents enrolled and the building stripped of
Hurricane Katrina’s remnants, the Hancock
Center reopens. 

May: Graduation speaker is Sherie Hinton
Henry, a 1975 graduate.

October: Wayne Alexander named Alumnus
of the Year. Distinguished Service Award went to
Barry Harper, Charles Speed and Huey Stockstill.

2008 - May: Graduation speaker is Dr. Jason
Gardner, a PRCC graduate.

September: PRCC kicks off its 100th year of
service with a parade and rededication ceremony.
From the first day of classes on Sept. 8, 1909 as
Pearl River County AHS, Pearl River has been at
the forefront in providing quality and innovative
education, said Dr. William Lewis. The
Centennial Celebration featured a parade through
downtown Poplarville.

October: Mary Lynn Smith named Alumnus
of the Year. Distinguished Service Award went to
Leo W. Seal Jr. 

December: PRCC becomes first school in
state to televise Christmas concert in South
Mississippi. Shown 9 times on TV stations.

2009 - May: Graduation speaker is Rev. Joey
Shelton, a PRCC graduate.

October: PRCC dedicates building to
Picayune businessman Huey Stockstill Sr.
Construction and Transportation Training Center
was unveiled by PRCC leaders assisted by
Stockstill and his wife, Gayle. A $100,000 dona-
tion by Stockstill Inc. two years ago got PRCC’s
construction equipment operation technology
program up and running.
n Verlene Cole named Alumnus of the Year.

Distinguished Service Award went to Bobby
Chain. 

2010 - May: Graduation speaker is Raymond
Hartfield,  a 1967 PRCC graduate.

August: Fall enrollment rises to more than
5,500 students for the first time in school history,
a 6.7 percent increase over the previous year.  

October: Allen Anderson named Alumnus of
the Year. Distinguished Service Award went to
Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation and Coast
EPA.

December: Former PRCC President Dr.
Marvin Ross White, 89, dies on Dec. 24. 

2011 - February: Asbury Foundation do-
nates $350,000 to PRCC for scholarships and
dental hygiene equipment.

March: PRCC announces that it will begin ac-
cepting applications for its inaugural Honors
Institute class, which will begin in the fall.

April: PRCC learns that it is a finalist for the
$1 million Aspen Prize for Community College
Excellence.  

May: Vice President for Instruction Dr. John
Grant announces his retirement after 32 years at
PRCC...Graduation speaker is W.B. “Dub”
Herring, a successful Picayune auto dealer.

October: Work begins on $10.4 million Ethel
Holden Brownstone Center for the Performing
Arts...Mary Jean Saulters named Alumnus of the
Year. Distinguished Service Award went to
Hattiesburg Coca-Cola and St. Michael’s
Foundation.

December: Work begins on $3.6 million
Career Education Center at the Forrest County
Center...PRCC establishes an FCA chapter in
Poplarville. 

2012 - January: PRCC receives $286,270
from Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi
Foundation to upgrade Wellness Center and con-
struct outdoor walking track.

April: Inaugural class of PRCC Lifetime
Achievement Hall of Fame inducted.

May: Construction begins on new $8.9 million
Marvin R. White Coliseum. Hurricane Katrina
destroyed the original facility...Lower Pearl River
Valley Foundation donates $120,000 to the
Honors Institute...Graduation speaker is Lt. Gov.
Tate Reeves.

August: Hurricane Isaac was no Katrina, but
she did cause significant wind and water damage.
School was closed for two days.

October: The PRCC men’s and women’s soc-
cer teams won MACJC State Championships on
the same day...PRCC is featured in the movie:
“Mississippi JUCO: The Toughest Football
League in America.”  

n Herb Frierson named Alumnus of the Year.
Distinguished Service Award went to H.R.
Nobles and South Mississippi EPA.

December: Work begins on new $3.2 million
men’s residence hall...Tim Hatten resigns as head
football coach after 11 seasons. Record: 80-30,
four MACJC state championships.

2013 - January: Spirit of the River band
marches in President Obama’s inaugural parade
in Washington, DC. 

February: William Jones named new head
football coach..Men’s basketball team defeats
Mississippi Delta 81-60 for MACJC title in final
game at Shiver’s Gymnasium, temporary home
for the program after Katrina destroyed White
Coliseum. 

March: The Career Education Center at the
Forrest County Center opens for business, hous-
ing some career-technical programs.   

April: Phi Theta Kappa International Honor
Society awarded five honors to PRCC at the or-
ganization’s convention in San Jose, Calif. The
Beta Tau Gamma chapter at the Forrest County
Center was named a Distinguished Chapter and
one of its advisors, Dr. Terri Smith Ruckel, re-
ceived the Paragon Award for advisors. Dr.
William Lewis received the Shirley B. Gordon
Award of Distinction.

May: Graduation speaker is state Rep. Mark
Formby, a former PRCC student. 

September: It was opening night at the
Brownstone Center for the Performing Arts, fea-
turing the Mississippi Symphony Orchestra. 

October: Ribbon-cutting held for new half-
mile outdoor walking trackÖDr. John Grant
named Alumnus of the Year. Distinguished
Service Award went to The Asbury Foundation.

November: PRCC men’s soccer team success-
fully defends its MACJC-Region 23
Championship with win over Hinds.

December: Create a Career website ranks
PRCC as 23rd on is list of the 25 Best
Community Colleges in the U.S; only
Mississippi community college on he list.  

2014 - January: PRCC becomes a tobacco-
free institution...For the third time, Aspen Prize
for Community College Excellence recognizes
PRCC...New Lamar Hall opens.

March: String of Pearls win national champi-
onships.

May: Trevor Creighton becomes first PRCC
student to receive the Jack Kent Cooke Transfer
Scholarship; attends Columbia University in
New York...Graduation speaker is Dr. Eric Clark,
executive director of the state board for commu-
nity colleges.  

July: Former PRCC President Dr. Ted J.
Alexander (1986-2000) passes away at 78.  

August: ROTC-type program returns to
PRCC...Fall enrollment hits 4,800 student.

October: Ribbon cut on new $8.9 million
Marvin R. White Coliseum, replacing the one
built in 1974 that was severely damaged by
Katrina...Dedication held for the Dr. Thomas J.
and Patricia Malone Honors Institute Library.
Both attended PRCC...Gene Owens named
Alumnus of Year. Distinguished Service Award
went to Dr. Elton P. and Joyce Duncan Raby.

November: Soccer teams do it again: men win
third straight MACJC title, women make it two
of last three...Mrs. Earlora Holden, wife of late
football coach Dobie Holden, dies at age
105...Dr. Lewis inducted into USM Alumni Hall
of Fame.

2015 - February: Men’s basketball team
wins another MACJC basketball championship,
seventh for coach Richard Mathis at
PRCC...Longtime PRCC alumnus and school at-
torney Martin Smith passes away at age 80...Both
Phi Theta Kappa chapters at PRCC awarded 5
Star Status. 

April: Board of Trustees designates Dr. Adam
Breerwood president-elect of the college, to suc-
ceed Dr. William Lewis...String of Pearls win the
team’s 16th national championship at the
American Dance and Drill Team competition. 

May: Graduation speaker is Miss. Gov. Phil
Bryant.

August: The associate degree nursing program
ranks highest in the state in a NurseJournal.org
evaluation. PRCC program is ranked third out of
1,189 in the eastern part of the United States. 

September: PRCC launches Quality
Enhancement Plan: Creating a First-Year
Experience (FYE) for incoming freshmen was
the topic selected. Program called PASSPORT
TO SUCCESS.

October: Sen. Philip Moran of Kiln named
Alumnus of the Year...Men’s and women’s soccer
teams win MACJC and Region 23 champi-
onships - fourth straight for men, third time in
four years for the women.
n Philip Moran named Alumnus of the Year.

Distinguished Service Award went to Pearl River
Valley EPA.

December: David Saunders promoted as the
school’s new head football coach.

2016 - January: Chris Oney officially be-
comes head men’s basketball coach.

March: The StateUniversity.com website
ranks PRCC as 15th on its list of the 500 best
community colleges in the U.S. for 2015. PRCC
is the only Mississippi community college listed
in the top 85 on the list.

April: Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa named one of the international honor soci-
ety’s most outstanding chapters during
NerdNation convention.

May: Graduation speaker is Karen Moore, a
PRCC graduate.

June: Michael Avalon named head baseball
coach.

September: College rodeo team debuts in
Missouri under coach Robbie Shaw...College in-
troduces first men’s choir...College officially
opens Wildcat Wellness Ropes and Obstacle
Course.

October: John Pigott of Picayune named
Alumnus of the Year.

2017 - January: Dr. Lewis announces his re-
tirement, effective June 30, 2017.

February: PRCC announces the start of an un-
manned aerial systems program to be located at
Stennis International Airport in Kiln. 

March: The BestColleges.com website ranks
PRCC as second on its list of Best Community
Colleges in Mississippi. 

April: Dr. Lewis receives the Michael Bennett
Lifetime Achievement Award at Phi Theta Kappa
International Convention in Nashville, Tenn.

May: Dr. Lewis’ final PRCC graduation in
White Coliseum. Speaker is state Rep. Brad
Touchstone.

Timeline tribute to the Dr. Lewis years 2000-2017
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By JOHN COX
Director of Broadcasting

University of Southern Mississippi

Stories and memories:
I remember when William Lewis first joined

our radio broadcast team. It was for the 1982-
83 season and it was also our first year in the
Metro Conference. 

William had actually joined us for the 1980-
81 season when we were doing delayed TV of
all the home basketball games. He had been
the basketball coach at Co-Lin and followed
M.K. Turk as head coach there before coming
to Southern Miss to work in Continuing
Education. 

Since he and M.K. were such good friends
and because Coach Turk knew we were look-
ing for someone to be the color commentator,
he recommended William for the job. We had
never had anyone serve in that role before but
William turned out to be a natural. 

I remember that the first game that we did
together on the radio was like we had been
working together for a long, long time. We re-
ally seemed to click and without me even
telling him what to do and how to do it, he
knew how to do it. What was really neat about
it was how prepared he was for each and every
basketball game that we did. 

Maybe it went back to his days as a coach
and an educator, but every time he sat down to
do a game with me, he knew everything about
the opponent and their style and how they were
expected to play. 
n There are so many memories of those

years that I worked and traveled with William
including the magical run to the NIT champi-
onship in 1986-87, which ironically I believe
turned out to be his final year on the broad-
casts.

I remember like it was yesterday the two of

us walking into Madison Square Garden in
New York City and realizing how gigantic it
seemed compared to Reed Green Coliseum. 

The first game there (against Nebraska) we
had to broadcast the game from one of the
hockey broadcast locations which was up in
the stands at a 45-degree angle to the court and
a very difficult location to see and broadcast
from, but as usual William was able to adjust
to the difficult circumstances. 

The following night we were courtside next
to the Eagles bench for the championship
game. It was amazing how many Golden Eagle
fans were there. That night William and I had
to share the broadcast booth at times with
President Aubrey K. Lucas and Sen. Trent Lott
who we interviewed before the game and at
halftime.

When William decided to give up broadcast-
ing basketball with me it was a sad day. I
thought we made a great team and to be able to
chronicle those early days of the Metro
Conference and the way that M.K. Turk
brought the Golden Eagle program into the na-
tional spotlight with William, was one of the
great highlights of my broadcasting career.

I think everywhere that William has been in
his amazing career in athletics and education,
he has made a difference and made each and
every place he has been better than it was be-
fore. I know that is certainly true of our basket-
ball radio broadcasts at Southern Miss. 

Like everything that he does, he put his heart
and soul into making our radio broadcasts spe-
cial and unique and they were because of
William Lewis. He is a great friend and was a
great broadcasting partner.

I know the students, faculty and staff and
alumni of Pearl River Community College will
miss him. But after 50 amazing years no one
deserves it more than William to relax and
enjoy what he has accomplished.

Dr. Lewis found his niche
early in life behind mike

Dr. Lewis and John Cox at Madison Square Garden.

Pearl River Community 
College Presidents 
1921-present
1921-26         James Andrew Huff

1926-32         Simeon Lafayette Stringer

1932-36         Joseph Forrest Stuart

1936-37         Arthur Benjamin Nicholson

1937-42         Robert Edward Lee Sutherland

1942-53         Reese Dermont McLendon

1953-67         Garvin Howell Johnston

1967-86         Marvin Ross White

1986-2000     Ted J. Alexander

-----

July 2000-June 2017 William A. Lewis

July 2017 -     Adam Breerwood

Dr. Lewis is pictured, from left, with former PRCC president Marvin R., White, former dean of vocational-technical affairs
James Sones, and former PRCC president Ted J. Alexander. 

Some parting gifts

The Fine Arts and Communication Department presented Dr. Lewis and his wife with a
painting by Kym Garraway of the Brownstone Center.

The PRCC basketball teams, including women’s coach Scotty Fletcher (left) and men’s
coach Chris Oney (right), presented Dr. William Lewis and his wife, Janet Gale, a pair of
rocking chairs between home games Feb. 23 at White Coliseum. 

The early years

The fun times

Dr. Lewis found himself a part of the campus scene early in his administration. This pep
rally (above) and campus parade (below) took place in 2001. 

It wasn’t all work and no play for Dr.
Lewis and his wife. The annual employee
appreciation event (left) always had a fun
theme and the annual Extravanganza
brought celebrities (above) to the campus
to help raise scholarship monies.  

Dr. Lewis and his wife threw out the first pitches for the final home softball games of the spring.
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