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Hancock lecture topic: Tattoos 

Dr. Ruckel

Bond

River Rewards aims 
at building participation

Allhoff

Tammy Allhoff of Hattiesburg has
been honored by the National Board of
Surgical Technology and Surgical
Assisting for 20 years as a Certified
Surgical First Assistant.

Allhoff is director of the surgical
technology program at Pearl River
Community College’s Forrest County
Center.

Surgical technology is one of nine
programs offered at the Allied Health
Center at the Forrest County Center.

Instructor Allhoff honored 

Workforce helps inmates

English instructor Greg Underwood of
Hattiesburg has been named Humanities
Teacher of the Year at Pearl River
Community College.

The Mississippi Humanities Council
annually honors teachers from all regions
of the state with the award. Each honoree
receives an honorarium and presents a
special lecture in his or her discipline to
the community.

Underwood will present “Debating in
the Public Sphere: The Difficulty of
Defining Words” on Dec. 4 at PRCC’s
Forrest County Center where he teaches.

“As an English teacher, I naturally have
an interest in the way we use - and misuse
_ words to define the lives we have
around us,” he said. “My topic focuses on
the difficulty of creating mutual under-
standing in the public sphere when vari-
ous constituencies use the same words for

differing ends.”
Underwood holds a bachelor’s degree

in accounting from Spring Hill College in
Mobile, Ala., and a master’s degree in
English from the University of Memphis,
where he was a teaching assis-
tant. 

He has done graduate course
work at the University of
Southern Mississippi and was a
graduate teaching assistant
there for three years.

He came to PRCC in 1997,
teaching English on the
Poplarville campus until 2003
when he moved to the Forrest
County Center. Underwood
served as Forrest County
Center instructional area coordi-
nator for art, criminal justice, English, for-
eign languages, music, reading and speech

from 2008-2012 when he became depart-
ment chair for the same subjects. 

He was later named to the Forrest
County Center Honors Faculty in 2011. 

While at the Poplarville campus, he
served as Faculty Association
vice president and held the
same office from 2005-07 at
the Forrest County Center. 

He served two years as a
board member and on the re-
gional executive committee of
the Two-Year College English
Association.

“Greg has been a devoted
teacher, who always puts his
students’ best interests first,”
said Dr. Cecil Burt, vice presi-

dent for Forrest County opera-
tions. “He does an excellent job in the
classroom and as department chair.”

Underwood

Underwood Humanities Teacher of Year

Karen Bond of Carnes and Dr.
Ryan Ruckel of Hattiesburg re-
cently represented Pearl River
Community College at the annual
Lamplighters Conference.

The conference was held Sept.
24-26 in Summit.

The Lamplighter Project origi-
nated with D. Michael Rabalais
and Dr. David Durham, both
Hinds Community College ad-
ministrators, to recognize the ac-
complishments of outstanding
faculty who led the way for oth-
ers. The first Lamplighter
Conference was hosted by Hinds
in 1989 with the goal of bringing
in outstanding instructors who
could share ideas and be affirmed
and recharged.

“It’s an honor to be selected to
attend and I’m very grateful for
this opportunity to represent Pearl
River,” Bond said.

A math instructor at PRCC

since 2001, Bond was named
chair of the Science, Mathematics
and Business Department in 2011.

She holds a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Southern
Mississippi and a master’s degree
in education from William Carey
University.

“The Lamplighter Project at-
tempts to recognize faculty who
led the way for others,  but I have
always thought I was following the
pattern set for me by others,”
Ruckel said. “My wife, my parents
and grandparents, my teachers, and
my colleagues have all taught me
more than I have ever taught them,
and then there’s the greatest
teacher of them all, Jesus Christ,
who has made all the difference.
I’m grateful for this recognition, as
it means that all their efforts have
perhaps not been in vain.”

Ruckel has taught English and
history for 25 years and currently

teaches at PRCC’s Forrest County
Center where he is an advisor for
Phi Theta Kappa International
Honor Society, Sigma Kappa
Delta English Honor Society,
PRCC History and Humanities
Club and PRCC Honors Institute.

He holds a bachelor’s degree
from Trinity University in San
Antonio, Texas, two master’s de-
grees from USM and a Ph.D. from
Louisiana State University.

Both Bond and Ruckel are
graduates of the PRCC
Leadership at Work program.

In addition to educational ses-
sions, the conference included the
opportunity to canoe the Bogue
Chitto River, play tennis or golf or
attend a painting class. The group
toured the Jerry Clower Museum
near McComb, the St. Mary of the
Pines antebellum home in the
Choctaw community and the
McComb Railroad Museum.

Bond, Ruckel attend Lamplighters

Opening night for Brownstone Center 

Full house watches Mississippi Symphony;
ribbon cutting marks a historic occasion

A dozen inmates from Pearl River County spent the summer
learning the basics of automotive technology at PRCC.

The program was partially funded by the Workforce
Enhancement Training Fund with the remainder provided by
Pearl River County.

The sheriff’s office transported a dozen trusty inmates from the
jail at Millard to the Poplarville campus three days a week.
Automotive technology instructor Austin Barrett taught them to
do basic work, including oil changes and tire repair and installa-
tion.

“It was an opportunity for the trusties who are nearing their
time of release to learn a skill to help their employment poten-
tial,” said Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, vice president for economic and
community development.

Officials plan to operate the program again next summer and
hope to add other skills, possibly masonry, welding or pipefitting.

BSU needs garage donations
The Baptist Student Union needs donations for its annual

Fall Yard Sale.
The sale will start at 3 p.m. Friday, Oct. 11, and resume at

8 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 12 at the BSU Student Center.
Donations will be accepted until Oct. 11.
Proceeds will go towards the BSUís mission activities and

the appearance of master illusionist Bryan Drake at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 30, the Brownstone Center. Drakeís presen-
tation of the Gospel through magic is a joint venture with First
Baptist Chuch.

n Fans, students, faculty and staff are encouraged to wear
pink attire to the PRCC vs Gulf Coast football game on
Thursday night to create awareness for cancer. 

Pink Out Pearl River t-shirts can be purchased at the book-
store on campus. 

Tailgating will begin ast 5:30 p.m. on the football practice
field. Fish plates will be available for $5.
n The October meeting of the PRCC Board of Trustees will

be held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 8, at the Forrest County
Center in the new Career Education Building. 

Frank Ladner, center, chairman of the Pearl River Community College Board of Trustees, prepares to cut the ribbon official-
ly opening the Ethel Holden Brownstone Center for the Arts. On stage with him are, from left, PRCC student Rachel Pierce
of Columbia, PRCC President Dr. William Lewis, Brownstone Center director Archie Rawls, PRCC student Mallory
Cumberland of Picayune and the Mississippi Symphony Orchestra. In front of the stage are members of the Holden family.

POPLARVILLE - The first event at the
Ethel Holden Brownstone Center for the
Arts at Pearl River Community College
lived up to its billing as a grand opening.

It was a night for superlatives to de-
scribe the building and the Mississippi
Symphony Orchestraís performance alike.

Concert-goers left the $10.4 million
center saying “ìgreat ... incredible ... awe-
some ... fantastic.”

“It’s excellent,” said Poplarville City
Alderman Byron Wells. “I am so im-
pressed with this facility and so proud it’s
in Poplarville, Miss.”

PRCC broke ground on the center al-
most two years ago to replace and aug-
ment the Moody Hall auditorium de-
stroyed by Hurricane Katrina.

“The reaction from the guests and the
orchestra and conductor was the highlight
for me,” said Archie Rawls, PRCC’s fine
arts and communications chair and direc-
tor of the Brownstone Center. “Seeing
everybody enjoy it so much and seeming
to be truly appreciative that we were able
to have something like this in Poplarville
and at Pearl River ... I’m so very excited
about the great response from the commu-
nity and what it means for the future.” 

Approximately $4 million of the con-
struction cost came from the estate of
Ethel Holden Brownstone, a native of the
Whitesand community and a 1931 high
school graduate of Pearl River County
Agricultural High School and Junior
College.

“It’s wonderful,” said Ethel Ladner of
Carnes, a niece by marriage and one of
about 50 Holden family members attend-
ing. “It’s all so pretty. Lord, she would
have loved it. Do you think she’s looking
down watching us?”

A portrait of Ethel Holden Brownstone
and her husband, Lucien, hangs in the
lobby as does one of Martin T. and
Dolores Smith for whom the auditorium is
named. 

The college Board of Trustees named
the auditorium for them in recognition of
their many years of service to the college
and the community, said Dr. William
Lewis, PRCC president.
n See BROWNSTONE, page 9
n Additional photos, page 9

Melissa Dragon of Picayune, seat-
ed far left, has been elected 2013
Homecoming Queen. The court is,
seated from left, sophomore
maids Victoria Farmer ofPicayune
and Miranda Fazende of Poplar-
ville and Forrest County sopho-
more maid Morgan Cutrer of Tyler-
town; standing from left, freshman
maids Chelsea Bolton of New
Augusta, Shelby Perry of Sumrall
and Kaitlin Cooper of Picayune;
Forrest County freshman maid
Jelea Williams of Hattiesburg; and
Hancock Center maid Morgan
Gallagher of Kiln. Story, page 3.

Homecoming
court for 2013

River Rewards is an employee incentive program designed
to encourage employee participation in campus events and ac-
tivities which support our students at PRCC.

By attending fine art performances, alumni activities, and
athletic events, your name will be included in drawings for a
monthly prize and an annual grand prize. All River Rewards
events are listed in our River Rewards calendar on the faculty-
staff section of the Website.

To earn credit for attending any River Rewards events, em-
ployees must complete the employee participation form by the
end of each month.

The monthly drawings will be held the first Tuesday of the
month, and the grand prize drawing will be held each spring.

Marion Hall on track,
coliseum behind schedule

Physical plant director Craig Tynes expects students to
move into the new Marion Hall in January when the spring se-
mester begins.

“We’re on schedule for it to be complete in December,” he
said.

Hanco Construction of Hattiesburg is general contractor for
the $3.2 million two-story building with 61 beds along with a
head resident’s apartment and common areas.

Two other projects are not going as smoothly.
Holliday Construction is behind schedule to complete the

parking lot reconstruction south of Crosby Hall. Tynes hopes
the lot will be in use by mid-October.

Work on the Marvin R. White Coliseum is significantly be-
hind schedule, Tynes said. The $8.9 million contract called for
general contractor Rod Cooke Construction of Mobile to com-
plete the building during the summer.

Early spring is the earliest Tynes expects the building to be
finished.

Pink out Pearl River;
board meeting at FCC

n WAVELAND - Jack Donovan, owner of Jack and
Dianne’s Tattoo Parlor, will present a talk on The History,
Inluence and Impact of Tattoos on American Culture at 12
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 15, at the Hancock Center in Waveland.

His lecture is the first in the Hancock County Lecture se-
ries.
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By TIFFANY TUCKER
The Drawl Staff Writer

Phi Theta Kappa is an international honors
society and the perfect way for transfer students
to receive scholarship money to a four-year
university.

As one of the presidents of Phi
Theta Kappa, I can promise mem-
bership is worth its weight in gold.
Members receive extra scholar-
ships that are not available to
other students and are considered
for jobs over other applicants. 

According to Phi Theta Kappa
officials, members are offered, on
average, access to over $37 mil-
lion in scholarships.

In Mississippi, as verified by
each university website and trans-
fer recruiter, Phi Theta Kappa mem-
bers are awarded $3,250 per year to the
University of Mississippi, $1,500 per year to
Mississippi College, $3,100 per year to Delta
State University, $4,000 per year to Mississippi
State University, and $2,000 per year to the
University of Southern Mississippi.

These figures alone are simply for member-
ship, and they rise each year.  When applying
for competitive scholarships, Phi Theta Kappa

guarantees its members an edge over their com-
petitors.

When the scholarships add up, Phi Theta
Kappa members transfer to a four-year univer-
sity for close to nothing.  In some cases, Phi
Theta Kappa members are paid to transfer.

To become a member of Phi Theta Kappa, a
student must meet certain requirements.
These requirements include the comple-
tion of 12 semester hours towards an
Associate in Arts degree and an overall
GPA of at least 3.4. 

If a student meets these criteria,
he/she will receive a letter of invitation
to the society. 

For students who satisfied the admis-
sion requirements during the spring or
fall semester, invitations will be mailed
at the end of September.  If a student
has already met the requirements and

has not received his/her invitation,
he/she needs to contact Ms. Stephanie Lee via
email at slee@prcc.edu. 

To keep up to date with future Phi Theta
Kappa events and meetings, all announcements
and calendars are posted on the IotaMu
Facebook page.  

n Tiffany Tucker is a sophomore student
from Diamondhead. She serves as president
of the PTK chapter in Poplarville.

Tucker

Membership in PTK
offers many advantages

By TRACEY ROGERS
The Drawl Staff Writer

Will Raybourn is a fresh-
man at Pearl River
Community College in
Poplarville. He comes from
Columbia and he is 18 years-
old.

Will and I are
classmates at
PRCC. He is a
competitor of the
rough-stock sec-
tion on the
Professional
Cowboy
Association Rodeo
Circuit. He was a
member of the
Mississippi High
School Rodeo
Association from 2008-2012.
In 2009, he won the MHSRA
state championship. 

Also, Will competed in
Gullup, New Mexico, at the
National High School Rodeo.
Competing in break-away,
bull-riding, and chute-dog-

ging, Will placed third in the
nation with a score of 1.9 in
the first round of chute-dog-
ging. 

He competes in local
southern rodeos in team-rop-
ing, calf-roping and bull-rid-
ing. One of his favorite

movies is “Eight
Seconds.”  The
movie is the life
story of world-fa-
mous bull rider,
Lane Frost. “Bull-
riding is the most
dangerous eight-
seconds in the
world,” says Will.

If you want to
succeed at any-
thing, you have to

practice, work hard,
and do your best. Will says,
“Rodeo competitors are a dif-
ferent breed of people. You
have to be a little crazy and a
little wild to make it in the
world of rodeo. The ones who
are committed are the ones
likely to reign in the competi-

tions.”
According to Will, he

would like to make a career in
the rodeo. Although, he
knows you can’t win every
time. 

As in any part of life, you
must always give your best.
Will says that the best part of
the rodeo is that he loves what
he is doing and the worst part
is the trip to the rodeo, be-
cause he is excited to hurry up
and get there to compete.

In Poplaville, we have at
least one PCA Rodeo each
year. On Sept. 7, Will compet-
ed in the bull-riding section of

The Thunder in The Pearl
PCA Rodeo. He stayed on the
bull for 4.5 seconds. He was
excited about being in the
rodeo. 

Will Raybourn is an amaz-
ing bull rider.

n Tracy Rogers is a fresh-
man student from Picayune.

Rogers
Will Raybourn

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

Pearl River Community College
Health Services will be sponsoring
vaccination days on the Poplarville
and Hattiesburg campuses for all
faculty/staff and their family mem-
bers and students.

Also, Walgreens will be providing
the vaccinations and will accept our
State Employee Health Insurance. If
you have other insurance, they will
verify to see if your insurance will
pay for the immunizations. The
price for the influenza vaccine will
be $31.

Vaccinations that will be available
include:

n Influenza (flu) - Flu vaccine is
the best protection we have from flu
and its complications. Flu vaccine

also helps prevent spreading flu
from person to person. 

n Pneumonia - Pneumonia/
Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine
(PCV13) is recommended for all
children younger than 5 years old
and for adults with  children 2 years
or older who are at high risk of
pneumococcal disease should also
receive the pneumococcal polysac-
charide vaccine (PPSV23). 

All adults 65 or older - and those
19 or older with risk factors - should
receive PPSV23.

n Tdap - Tetanus (lockjaw) is a
serious disease that causes painful
tightening of the muscles, usually all
over the body. It can lead to “lock-
ing” of the jaw so the victim cannot
open his mouth or swallow. Tetanus
leads to death in about 1 in 10 cases.

Several vaccines are used to pre-

vent tetanus among children, adoles-
cents, and adults including DTaP,
Tdap, DT, and Td.

Vaccine protection for pertussis,
tetanus, and diphtheria fades with
time, so all adults 19 and
older who have not previ-
ously received a Tdap
vaccine need a booster
shot.

Experts recommend
adults receive a tetanus
and diphtheria booster
(called Td) every 10 years
and substitute a Tdap vac-
cine for one of the boost-
ers. The dose of Tdap can
be given earlier than the
10-year mark.

Getting vaccinated with Tdap - at
least two weeks before coming into
close contact with an infant - is espe-

cially important for adults who are
around infants. 

n Remember that even fully-vac-
cinated adults can get pertussis. If
you are caring for infants, check

with your healthcare
provider about what’s
best for your situation. 

n Shingles - Shingles is
a painful localized skin
rash often with blisters
that is caused by the vari-
cella zoster virus (VZV),
the same virus that causes
chickenpox. Anyone who
has had chickenpox can
develop shingles because
VZV remains in the nerve

cells of the body after the chicken-
pox infection clears and VZV can
reappear years later causing shin-
gles. 

Shingles most commonly occurs
in people 50 years old or older, peo-
ple who have medical conditions
that keep the immune system from
working properly, or people who re-
ceive immunosuppressive drugs.

Immunizations will be given on
the Poplarville campus in the Great
Hall of Crosby Hall on Tuesday,
Oct. 8,  and Wednesday, Oct. 9, from
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Hattiesburg campus location
will be in the Nursing Lab in
Building 5 on Tuesday, Oct. 15, and
Wednesday, Oct. 16, from 10:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

For information, contact Health
Services at 601-403-1303. 

n Health Services is open
Monday through Friday from 8
a.m. till 3 p.m. during the fall and
spring semesters.

Hall

VACCINATE: Stay healthy, get your shots

Cosmetology student Colleen Necaise of Kiln, left, gives a haircut to cheerleader Corey
Willis of Carriere while cosmetology student and cheerleader manager Cheyenne
Turnage, cuts her brother Colton Turage’s hair. Colton Turnage is cheerleader co_captain
and recruited other male cheerleaders to serve as practice models for cosmetology stu-
dents. PRCC Public Relations photo

Open for business

The PRCC Salon offers a full range of cosme-
tology services at reduced prices to the public
and students.

Prices range from just $2 for beard or mus-
tache cuts and eyebrow waxes to $20 for facials
with makeup and spiral curls.

The salon is open from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30

p.m. Monday through Thursday in the physical
plant building.

All work by PRCC students is closely super-
vised by cosmetology instructor Michelle
Patterson.

Walk-ins are welcome or call 601 403-1247
for appointments.

Need a trim? Get it on campus

By LEIGHTON CHERAMIE
The Drawl Staff Writer

How would you feel if week in and week out
you go to work and you have the
chance to show off your works and
talents and no one was there cheer-
ing you on? 

Well, I’m pretty sure that answer
would be bad. PRCC students in-
volved in athletics, as well as fine
arts, work hard every day to make
themselves do better but also help
Pearl River advance in every way
possible.

It’s our duty as students, faculty,
and alumni to support these fine pro-
grams regardless of records, scores, or prefer-
ence. It’s a shame that here at Pearl River we
have some of the finest facilities in the state
and southern region yet we don’t have enough

fans to fill them up.
I can speak from experience as a performer

as well as an athlete, performing in front of a
life-less; judgmental crowd is not just sad but

also degrading. It’s not our place to
judge our fellow athletes/perform-
ers but support them no matter the
circumstance or outcome.

Think about it, Wildcats, when
you support activities here at Pearl
River Community College you’re
not only supporting athletes, your
supporting your future doctors,
lawyers, senators, and the list goes
on and on.

So please the next time you have
the opportunity to go out and sup-

port our fellow Wildcats know that
they aren’t there for themselves but for you
and everything maroon and gold.

n Leighton Cheramie is a sophomore stu-
dent from Carriere.

Your support for students
not an option, it’s a necessity  

Cheramie

This local cowboy makes
splash on rodeo circuit

By SHAQUELL THOMAS
The Drawl Staff Writer

Are you worried about gaining the “fresh-
man 15” or maybe just about gaining weight in
general?

Statistically speaking, on average
college students gain about 0.5
pounds a week. In order for us to
stay healthy and fit throughout col-
lege, there are some things that we
must consider.

Pearl River Community College
is fortunate enough to have the
Wellness Center, a place where stu-
dents, faculty and staff can come
and work out.

The Wellness Center is not just
your ordinary gym; it is equipped
with a full upstairs track. 

There are also exercise classes available.
The classes do not have an age limit and if you
have to pay, it is not very expensive.

We have all kinds of classes from Zumba to

Yoga. These classes are very fun and I am
telling you from experience. 

If classes are not your thing then you should
consider joining one of our athletic teams.

Staying fit is not just to make your outside
look good, it is about making the inside look

great as well. Did you know that by
just drinking water and not so many
sodas your skin will look better; that
working out just 30 minutes a day
can help with your heart. This is just
some simple and quick ways to help
your body.

If nothing else that I have said has
gotten your attention, you should at
least make sure you go to your annu-
al doctor’s visit. 

Check with your insurance to see
if you are eligible for free or dis-

counted annual visits. Most people
have these privileges and never use them.

Do yourself a favor and take care of your
body!

n Shaquell Thomas is a sophomore stu-
dent from Hattiesburg.

Thomas

Health options: Students need
to utilize Wellness Center 

BY KATRINA SMITH
The Drawl Staff Writer

General Education Diploma is a way for
some adults and young people to get their edu-
cation.

Some students at Pearl River Community
College are trying to earn their GED.
I am now a teacher’s assistant with
them and they are working very hard
to get their education. The students
are very important to the college and
to the teachers and community.

I help each and every one with
their different subjects and show
them how to go about the goals that
want to succeed in life. Sometimes
the students lose faith in themselves
and we don’t want them to do that to
their future.

This program helps the people that can’t get
a high school diploma and who couldn’t stay in
high school.

GED is a good thing for the people with kids

and jobs. I have learned from past experience
that the GED is a great program.

That’s where my best friend, Tracey Rogers,
and I graduated from Picayune Vo-Tech.
Tracey graduated with high honors and top of
our class. We both learned so much from our
GED instructors and from each other about

how to get through school.
If it wasn’t for the GED program I

wouldn’t be who, or where I am
today. 

I wouldn’t be a student at Pearl
River Community College if it was-
n’t for the GED program and I
wouldn’t have so many friends.
Pearl River Community College is a
great college for GED graduates.

There were 70 students who grad-
uated from the GED program at the

Picayune Vo-Tech. Also, there were
225 students earned their GED from Pearl
River Community College.

n Katrina Smith is a freshman student
from Picayune.

Smith

GED students strive to get
an education for themselves

Leaders of Mississippi’s 15 public com-
munity colleges have a four-point strategy
to increase the college-going and degree-
achieving rates of the state’s citizens. On
Sept. 17, they asked the Joint Legislative
Budget Committee to provide the re-
sources to help make it happen. 

The community colleges want to make
the path to degrees and certificates more
cost-efficient for students and the state by
increasing access to higher education and
the rate at which students are earning de-
grees. The overall goal is to build a strong
middle class by directing more students to
middle-skill jobs that pay a living wage.

“By 2018, two-thirds of the nation’s

jobs will require some education and train-
ing beyond high school, but not necessari-
ly a four-year degree,” said Dr. William
Lewis, president of Pearl River
Community College and leader of the
MACJC. “Middle-skill workers such as
nurses and healthcare specialists, electri-
cians, automotive plant workers, computer
technicians and truck drivers are the back-
bone of Mississippiís economy.”

The colleges are asking the Legislature
to make progress on fulfilling the 2007
mid-level funding law that promised per
FTE (full-time equivalent)  for community
college students at an amount that was
midway between the state’s per-student

funding for K-12 and regional public uni-
versities. 

The Legislature is missing the mid-level
funding mark by $2,402 per student,
Lewis said.  The stateís per-student spend-
ing for K-12 students is $4,828 and $6,125
for public regional institutions like Delta
State University and Alcorn State.  State
support for community college students is
$3,075, which is 37 percent below the
mid-level funding target. 

With state revenues on the upward turn,
the presidents are asking the Legislature to
get their colleges halfway to the mid-level
funding commitment, which will take
about $86 million in FY 2015. 

Community college presidents say mid-
level funding is needed to keep tuition
costs down, to start new programs that fill
the gap of skilled workers in Mississippi
and to provide intensive student support
services that help underprepared students
persist and graduation. 

With shrinking Pell Grant eligibility,
community college students are particular-
ly vulnerable to increases in tuition and
fees. Eleven of the 15 community colleges
raised tuition for FY 2014.  

In addition to the mid-level funding re-
quest, the colleges are asking for $186 mil-
lion for capital improvements, including
$30 million for educational technology.

Two-year
colleges 
address 
funding
concerns
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Big opportunities.
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SMALL CAMPUS.

Miss Mississippi Chelsea Rick
Miss America Top 15 Semifinalist; recently completed

first year at the William Carey University College of

Osteopathic Medicine

Miss Carey Jennifer DeMelo
Sergeant in the United States Army; 2013 graduate of

William Carey University; and winner of “Quality of

Life” award at Miss Mississippi

WILLIAM CAREY UNIVERSITY

SGA officers

A sophomore from Brandon has been elected
executive president of the Student Government
Association at Pearl River Community College.

Breanna Peters will lead the nine-member as-
sociation during the 2013-14 year. Serving with
her are executive vice president Shelby Stiglets
of Hattiesburg and executive secretary
Desmond Edmonson, also of Hattiesburg.

Peters, 18, is the daughter of Brian Crumb
and Sherita Peters, both of Brandon, and a grad-
uate of Northwest Rankin High School. An oc-
cupational therapy major, she is a member of
the String of Pearls dance squad.

Stiglets, 19, is the daughter of Tracy and
Stacy Stiglets of Hattiesburg and a graduate of
Oak Grove High School. She is a biology major
and a member of the Lady Wildcat soccer team
and the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.

Edmonson is the 19-year-old son of
Cleveland Edmonson and Veronica Davis, both
of Hattiesburg. A graduate of Hattiesburg High
School, he is a drum major for the Spirit of the
River marching band and a social work major.

Sophomore class officers are president Kelsea
Lewis, vice president Santana Howze and secre-
tary Teran Madison, all of Hattiesburg.

Lewis, 19, is the daughter of Ray and Tammy
Lewis of Hattiesburg and an Oak Grove High
School graduate. A nursing major, she is a mem-

ber of the PRCC softball team and the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes leadership
team.

Howze is the 19-year-old daughter of Felesha
and Samuel Howze of Hattiesburg. She is a
graduate of Hattiesburg High School and an el-
ementary education major at PRCC where she
is in the Spirit of the River color guard.

Madison, also a Hattiesburg High graduate, is
the daughter of Tera Smith of Hattiesburg and
Richard Madison of Lawrence County. She is a
nursing major.

Freshman class officers are president
Michaela Andrews of Foxworth, vice president
Raygan Necaise of Kiln and secretary Jerrod
Newsom of Columbia.

Andrews, 19, is the daughter of Jack Andrews
of Foxworth and Jackie Andrews of Columbia
and a graduate of West Marion High School.
She is a member of the Spirit of the River
marching band and the PRCC Singers.

Necaise, 18, is the son of Stacey and Maurice
Necaise of Kiln and a graduate of Hancock
High School. He is an electrical engineering
major and a member of the River Navigators re-
cruitment team.

Newsom, 18, is the son of Bridget Newsom
of Columbia. A graduate of East Marion High
School, he is an instrumentation major.

Executive officers of the Student Government Association at Pearl River Community
College are, seated from left, vice president Shelby Stiglets and secretary Desmond
Edmonson, both of Hattiesburg, and president Breanna Peters of Brandon. Class officers
are, from left, sophomore vice president Santana Howze, president Kelsea Lewis and
secretary Teran Madison, all of Hattiesburg; freshman president Michaela Andrews of
Foxworth, vice president Raygan Necaise of Kiln and secretary Jerrod Newsom of
Columbia. PRCC Public Relations photo

PRCC students elect
government leaders

Saturday, October 19, 2013Satatturd y,yyaaayay October 19, 20013

PRCC will celebrate homecoming on
Saturday, Oct. 19, with day-long activities.

Theme for Homecoming 2013 is A River of
Dreams.

The day will kick off with the PRCC Sports
Hall of Fame induction ceremony at 9 a.m. at
the Technology Center. 

Inductees are Greg Guidry of Spring, Texas,
an All-American baseball player at PRCC from
1993-94; Freddie Jordan of Picayune, a basket-
ball star in 1970-72; Audosha Kelley of
Savannah, Ga., also a basketball standout from
2003-05; Jeffrey Posey of Hattiesburg, a foot-
ball star from 1993-94; and James W. ìSnuffy
Smith of Foxworth, an All-American linebacker
from 1972-73.

Alumni reunions will be held from 9 to 11
a.m. They include the four 2003-04 state cham-
pionship teams (men’s soccer, men’s basketball,
baseball and football), the 2005, 2009 and 2012
soccer championship teams, the 2002-03
Region 23 champion womenís basketball team
and the 50th Reunion Class of 1963, all in the
Technology Center. 

The Classes of 1934-52 will meet at the
Alumni House and associate degree nursing
alumni will be in the Nursing Building.

The Voices ensemble will perform from 10:30
to 11:10 a.m. at the gazebo and at the Alumni

House.
The Alumni Luncheon will be held at 11:30

a.m. in Bender Cafeteria. RiverRoad showchoir
will perform before Dr. John Grant is honored
as Alumnus of the Year. The Asbury Foundation
will be presented the Distinguished Service
Award. 

Recipients of two memorial scholarships also
will be recognized - Tanner Bryan of Picayune,
recipient of the Dobie Holden Memorial
Scholarship, and Carson Miller of West Point,
who received the Keith Daniels Memorial
Scholarship. The Voices will lead alumni in
singing the Alma Mater to close the luncheon.

Tickets are $20 through Oct. 11, $25 after.
The Wildcats will host East Central

Community College at 2 p.m. at Dobie Holden
Stadium. The Sports Hall of Fame inductees,
Grant and the Asbury Foundation will be recog-
nized during pre-game ceremonies.

The homecoming court will be presented at
halftime before the Spirit of the River marching
band performs its Buffett at the River show.

The PRCC Museum will be open from 9 -
11:30 a.m. and 12:30 - 3 p.m. in the old
Hancock Hall across from the PRCC Police
Department. 

The art gallery in the first floor of Moody Hall
will also be open. 

Homecoming Day 2013
features many activities

Lydia Howard, 17-year-old
daughter of Steve and
Renee Howard, was recently
crowned the 2013 Poplarville
High School Homecoming
Queen in ceremonies at
Hornet Stadium. From left,
Steve Howard, chief technol-
ogy officer at Pearl River
Community College, Queen
Lydia Howard, and
Poplarville School District
Superintendent Carl Merritt.
Photo by Butch Weir
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Growth over the years at the Forrest County
Center in Hattiesburg has resulted in the need
for additional adjunct faculty to go along with
the full-time and part-time instructors.

The list of adjunct faculty this fall semester
at the Forrest County Center, in alphabetical
order, include:

Martha Abadie (English Comp I), Wendy
Behrens (Intermediate Algebra), Carrie Jo
Boyce (Principles of A&P II), Ben Brady
(Human Growth and Development), Phyllis
Brown (Anatomy and Physiology I and
Principles of A&P I), Jessica Buckhaults
(Accounting).

Melinda A. Butler (Biology II), Kenny
Christianson (English Comp II), Elizabeth
Collins (Psychology), Tommy Conner (Art
Appreciation/Art for Elementary Teachers),
Jack Denton (Legal Environment of Business),
Stephen Flanagan (Biology I).

Tessa Flowers (Intermediate English),  Kay
Freeman (Intermediate English), Leo Green
(Art Appreciation), Leah Holmes (Interme-

diate English and English Comp I), Kirby
Lambert (Beginning Algebra), Teresa Loper
(College Algebra).

Mary Lux (Microbiology), Emma Lyon
(Ess. College Skills), Melinda Marks (World
Civ. II and Ess. College Skills), Donna
Mathews (Theatre Appreciation), Gertrude
Maxwell (College Study Skills), Judge Mike
McPhail (Criminal Court Practice and Assets
Protection).

Pam Milloy (Speech), Jennifer Mraz
(Anatomy and Physiology II), Judson Necaise
(World Civ. I), Andrelle Nicholson (English
Comp II and Survey of African American
Literature), Heather Peerboom (Intermediate
English), Earlene Polk (English Comp I).

John Prine (American History I),  Dorothy
Reynolds (Nutrition), Patrick Richards (Music
Appreciation), Richard Sims (Anatomy and
Physiology II), Randy Taylor (Introduction to
Business).

Abigail Warden (Biology I), Nichole
Watkins (Principles of A&P I).    

Adjunct teachers play
big role for students

Faculty profile

NAME: Charity McCoy

FAMILY: Husband, Eric (married
14 years); daughter, Hannah, 10; son,
Walker, 7.

RESIDENCE: Brooklyn

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:
Forrest County AHS, 1994; PRCC Dental
Hygiene program, 1998. Currently work-
ing on B.S. in Dental Hygiene from
UMMC.

POSITION AT PRCC: Dental Hygiene instructor

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: First year

FAVORITE BOOK: Favorite author is Nicholas Sparks

FAVORITE FOOD: Mexican

FAVORITE MUSIC: I like most music

FAVORITE VACATION TRIP: Anywhere with water 

WHAT THREE WEBSITES DO YOU VISIT EVERY-
DAY? Most visited websites would be Facebook, Pinterest,
and Amazon for leisure; Grades First, PRCC RiverGuide, and
Canvas for work.

WHAT DON’T WE KNOW ABOUT YOU THAT
WOULD SURPRISE US? I have no surprises.

WORDS OF WISDOM: One of my favorite quotes   “ It
will all work out in the end; if it hasn’t worked out yet, it’s not
the end.”

McCoy

Mik Davis (standing), a teacher and record store manager in Hattiesburg, spoke to the
Phi Theta Kappa chapter Sept. 11 at the Forrest County Center. Davis, is a writer, musi-
cian, songwriter, and music director. He has also served as general manager of a radio
station. He is a graduate of the University of Southern Mississippi.

Phi Theta Kappa speaker

PRCC alumnus Carolyn
Lucas will have a memoir pub-
lished in Nota Bene, Phi Theta
Kappa’s honor anthology.

The piece, entitled “The
Pilgrim,” will be in the anthol-
ogy released this winter and
distributed to all community
college libraries and PTK lead-
ers.

“I screamed ... I was so excit-
ed,” Lucas said about reading
the email notifying her that her
writing would be published.

Lucas graduated from PRCC
in 2013. She was a member of
PTK and Sigma Kappa Delta
English honor society and
worked as an English
Supplemental Instruction in-
structor and a Student Success
Center tutor at the Forrest
County Center. Her writing
was also selected for competi-
tion in the 2012 Southern
Literary Festival.

She is attending the
University of Southern
Mississippi as a member of the
USM Honors College. Her
class schedule and job at
Georgia Blues restaurant have
limited her writing time.

PRCC
graduate 
publishes in
PTK book

Jana Causey (left), assistant vice president for Forrest County operations, goes over poli-
cy and procedures with adjunct faculty at the Forrest County Center this fall.  

Regional Health Fair

PRCC instructor Amy Smith (right) has her blood pressure checked by Stephanie McNeal
of Hattiesburg Clinic’s Immediate Care.

Dee Norwood (right) of Walgreen’s preps PRCC instructor
Karinna Lee for her flu shot.

The first annual Roads to
Wellness Regional Health Fair
at the Forrest County Center in
Hattiesburg was a success on
Sept. 25 as state employees and
PRCC  faculty, staff and stu-
dents visited the many booths
on hand.

Blood pressure screening,
dental hygiene information and
manicures were provided by
PRCC practical nursing, dental
hygiene, dental assisting and
cosmetology students.

Representatives from Blue
Cross-Blue Shield,  Aids
Services Coalition, Active
Health Management, Web MD,
and many others were on hand.

Regional 
health fair
a success

PRCC instructor Camille Soulier (center) is prepared for a Paraffin Wax and manicure by
PRCC cosmetology students Colleen Necaise (left) and Cheyenne Turnage.

PRCC’s dental hygiene and dental assisting programs had a booth at the first annual
Roads to Wellness Regional Health Fair. Participants included from left: Sarah Friday of
Ocean Springs, Chelsea Ford of Liberty, Cindy Nguyen of Ocean Springs, Nhi Le of
d’Iberville and Abby Williams of Angie, and Mary Hinsz of Mize.

Left, PRCC instructors Tim
Crowe and Cindy Boutwell
let the wax treatment set in
during their Paraffin wax
and manicure treatment.
Below left, Kerri Mauldin
(left), community represen-
tative for the American
Cancer Society, discusses
the many programs avail-
able with student visitors to
her booth.  
PRCC Public Relations
photos

By TERRI WARD
GED Counselor 

If you have dropped by any adult
basic education class this semester,
you have seen a full house.

Many of our classes have a wait-
ing list for new students to enroll.
Why the packed classroom? (This is
a great “problem” to have!)

The GED Test is changing in
January. Changes to the long estab-
lished GED test are scheduled to
take effect in 2014.

The new assessment will continue
to provide adults the opportunity to
earn a high school credential; how-
ever, it goes further by measuring ca-
reer and college readiness skills. From the
counseling aspect, I am very excited about this

added component of the test. The readiness
skills will focus on linking together today’s
curriculum and tomorrowís success.

The GED Test is commonly recognized as
an important milestone in gaining
the education and employment
skills needed to succeed in today’s
ever changing economy. With in-
creasing evidence of the role educa-
tion plays in helping individuals
earn higher wages, earning a GED
is one of the steps crucially needed
to succeed in today’s labor market.

The ultimate goal of our Adult
Education staff is to help all stu-
dents connect to higher levels of ed-
ucation within PRCC and better

employment. 
Contact the Office of Adult Education at

(601) 554-5551 for enrollment information. 

Ward

GED test changes coming

Fish fry set
for Oct. 15

The annual Forrest-Lamar
Alumni Chapter Fish Fry will
be held Tuesday, Oct. 15, from
5-7 p.m. at the SMEPA main-
tenance building on Highway
42 on the way to Sumrall.

Tickets are $8 for dine in or
carry out. Proceeds go toward
funding scholarships for
Forrest and Lamar students to
PRCC.

For more information, call
601-403-1190. 



By DR. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to The Drawl

Never talk politics with a
Frenchman. I knew better, but last
July I got into a long conversation
about “realpolitik” with the mayor of
Villefrance sur Mer, France, where I
was attending language school. 

He heard I was in town and sent
his car, a long black Citroen, to the
school to pick me up and bring me to
his office. We are about the same
vintage; he somehow knew that I had
lived in Villefrance from 1960 to
1963, and he mostly wanted to remi-
nisce about “old times.”

We laughed about how General
Charles de Gaulle, the President of
France at the time, had kicked the
American Navy out of France over
the price of chickens. The ship I was
on, which had been homeported in
Villefranche since the end of World
War II, was one casualty of a trade
war that had been going on between
the United States and France for sev-
eral years.

About all the mayor remembered,
though, was how quiet and peaceful
the city got when the American
sailors left town.

We also talked about General de
Gaulle in relation to the war for inde-
pendence which was going on in the
French colony of Algeria at the time.

The Cote díAzur (Blue Coast) or
French Rivera and Villefranche
ended up as a refuge for many of the
“pied noirs” (black feet) or die-hard
French settlers who did not want to
give Algeria back to the Algerians.

The French Foreign Legion
(Legion Etrangere), especially the
1st Foreign Parachute Regiment (1er
Regiment etranger de parachutists)
stationed in Algeria  revolted, and
many of these disgruntled soldiers
also ended up in Villefranche and on
the island of Corsica (Corse). There
were lots of good-natured fights be-
tween American servicemen and
these displaced Frenchmen on the
quaint streets of Villefrance.

Mostly listening to the mayor, who
spoke very little English, and limp-
ing along with my fourth-grade
French, I was impressed with his
sense of history. During my one-hour
interview, the mayor reminded me
how Villefrance had served as a har-
bor for the Greek and Roman navies.

He also told me how, in the 5th
century, after the breakup of the
Roman Empire, the local inhabitants
had taken to the mountains to escape
the predatory raids of the Viking ma-
rauders; of how they had finally been
lured down from the hills and en-
couraged to again settle on the shore
in the 13th century by promises of
protection by Charles II, Count of

Provence; and he told me of how his
own office was located in a citadel or
fort that was built in the 16th century
in response to an attack by a Turkish
fleet on the neighboring city of Nice.
The man knew his history.

As a student of the literature of the
American South, I know that one of
its prominent characteristics is a
“sense of place.” I’m afraid that,
compared to Europeans in general
and the French in particular, we are
losing that “cachet” that made us
unique.

Many of us seem to have no value
for the past or for the land itself.  For
example, I recently read in the paper
that some would sell our birthright
for a mess of porridge by potentially
turning areas near Richton into a nu-
clear wasteland by storing radioac-
tive waste in the salt dome, just to
make a few dollars.

Oh, I know its supporters say it’s a
win-win, fool-proof, fail-proof, situ-
ation. Tell that to the poor Japanese
who live in the vicinity of the recent
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear melt-
down which was caused by an earth-
quake, or to the ex-inhabitants of
Chernobl who can’t get within 20
miles of their former homes because
of human error.

So much for a sense of place. Let’s
trade the four seasons for nuclear
winter. That nuclear waste has a half-
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From left: Richard Conte, Deputy Mayor of Villefranche, Benny
Hornsby, Gerard Grosgogeat, Mayor.

life of about 50,000 years, howev-
er you parse it.

At one point in my naval career, I
spent three years sleeping directly
over the after reactor on a nuclear-
powered cruiser. Each week, I had to
go to sick bay and have my dosime-
ter, which measured exposure to ra-
diation, read. Exposure was counted
in terms of “roentgens,” and every

week, I was far over my quota,
which probably explains why I am
bald, glow in the dark and will, no
doubt, die prematurely.

Sooner than later, my “place” will
be reduced to the small plot of dirt in
Walthall County where I have cho-
sen to be buried. And who would
have thought? It all started with the
price of chickens in France.

A sense of place: Memorable trip to France

ATC has role in hosting
suicide prevention course

William Faulkner’s birthday Allied Health Tour Day

Faculty and students from
PRCC’s chapter of Sigma Kappa
Delta joined forces with William
Carey University recently at Main
Street Books in Hattiesburg to cel-
ebrate William Faulkner’s birthday
on Sept. 25. Above, PRCC folks
include from left: Front - Trevor
Creighton of Carrickfegus,
Northern Ireland. Seated - Sarah
Gibson of Hattiesburg, Sonya
Conerly of Dixie and English in-
structor Mecklin Stevens. Back
row - Brandon Tidwell and Angel
Bass of Hattiesburg, Tiffany
Gragg of Houston, English in-
structor Dr. Terri Smith Ruckel,
Cameron Howard of Petal, Tiara
McFarland and Marsenio
McMickle of Hattiesburg. Right,
Tidwell and Stevens read some of
Faulkner’s passages.     
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“In 2012, suicides in general surpassed the
number of motor vehicle crashes as the leading
cause of death in the United States,” she said.
“It is the policy of our adjutant general to make
sure our soldiers are taken care of.”

She intervened with 26 at-risk soldiers at
Camp Shelby in the month before the course,
she said.

The number of deaths by suicide in the gen-
eral population makes it important to extend the
prevention training, said David Morris, chap-
lain for the 155th Brigade Special Troops
Battalion and a certified intervention instructor. 

“That’s why we want to marry up with Pearl
River,” he said. “It’s not just happening in the
military. It’s happening in the community.”

The ASIST program is conducted by
LivingWorks, which has more than 4,000 com-
munity-based trainers around the world who
train over 60,000 participants annually. Since
1985, close to one million caregivers have ben-
efitted from participating in the first aid ASIST
program, according to the companyís website.

The training was a tremendous value, said
Rochelle McCovery, an Army Reserve soldier
from Mobile currently on active duty with the
Medical Task Force at Camp Shelby.

“Last year, I took the two-day course,” she
said. “I did get to use it to help one person.”

When officials were planning the ASIST
training, Whaley thought of the Woodall Center
where she had taken the emergency medical
technician course a number of years ago. She
also is a graduate of the practical nursing pro-
gram at the Forrest County Center.

“The whole idea of this training is to educate
our soldiers on what to look for ... what are the
invitations a soldier is sending out for assis-
tance,” she said.

Personnel who complete the five-day course
are certified to lead the two-day training.

“We are up front with questions,” Morris
said. “We don’t go around the world to ask the
question ‘Are you thinking of suicide?’” 

Hosting a military suicide prevention course
at the Lowery A. Woodall Advanced
Technology Center may lead to Pearl River
Community College personnel receiving the
training at no charge.

The Woodall Center contracted with Camp
Shelby for classroom space for the five-day
Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training
(ASIST) the week of July 29.

“This was kind of a last-minute deal to make
room, but we were able to find them what they
needed,” said Lee Bell, Woodall Center director.

Officials with PRCC and Camp Shelby are
working on the details of future ASIST courses,
which would include up to 10 spots for PRCC
personnel.

“It would be for whoever might best benefit
the students,” Bell said.

Suicide prevention has become a national
focus for the military and is a top priority for
Mississippi Adjutant General, Major Gen. Leon
Collins, said Staff Sgt. Jeannie Whaley, suicide
prevention program manager at Camp Shelby.

Pearl River Community College surgical technology students Hannah Lauga (left) of
Picayune and Hannah Broome of Sumrall (second from left) show high school students
from Petal the many instruments that can be involved in a surgical procedure during
Allied Health Tour Day at the Forrest County Center on Sept. 25.

PRCC student Jennifer King (right) of Hattiesburg discusses some of the testing that
goes on in the medical laboratory technology program with Covington County students.

Pearl River Community College respiratory care technology student Kacie Sanford (right),
a sophomore from Petal, shows Covington County students how to prepare a patient for
a respirator during Allied Health Tour Day.

About 400 high school students explored ca-
reer options Wednesday and Thursday, Sept. 25-
26, when they toured Pearl River Community
College’s Allied Health Center at the Forrest
County Center in Hattiesburg.

The students, all enrolled in a health-related
program at their high schools,  learned about
PRCC’s 10 allied health programs and got the
chance for some hands-on participation.

PRCC holds the annual event in hopes of re-
cruiting some of the high school students to the
college, said Dr. Cecil Burt, vice president for
Forrest County operations. The day also gives
PRCC students good communication experi-
ence as they explain the programs to the
younger students, he said.

PRCC offers ten one-year or two-year allied
health programs - dental assisting, dental hy-
giene, medical laboratory technology, medical
radiological technology, nursing assistant, phys-

ical therapist assistant technology, practical
nursing, occupational therapy assistant technol-
ogy, respiratory care practitioner technology
and surgical technology.

Schools participating in the tour included
Lamar County Center for Technical Education,
Forrest County AHS, Greene County Vo-Tech,
Perry County Vo-Tech, Poplarville Career
Development Center, Covington County Vo-
Tech, Picayune Career and Technology Center,
Carl Loftin Career and Technical Center
(Marion County), Pearl River Central, Jefferson
Davis County Vo-Tech, Walthall County Career
and Technology Center and Hancock, Petal and
Hattiesburg high schools.  

For information about any of the allied health
programs, telephone counselors Deborah
Hewitt at 601 554-5503, Angelia Ryals at 601
554-5473 or Dr. Joe Wesley at 601 554-5529 or
visit the PRCC website at www.prcc.edu.

PRCC shows off AH programs
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Experience the pride of serving your country while  
getting money for college – serving part-time in the  
Air National Guard. Talk to a recruiter today. 

6% TIME SPENT IN THE AIR 
GUARD EACH MONTH:

Senior Airman
DAVID ANDERSON

100% PRIDE IN SERVING 
HIS COUNTRY

94% GRADE ON LAST 
BIOLOGY EXAM

85%FREE TIME SPENT 
WITH GIRLFRIEND:

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ir National Guard. TA
getting money for college – serving part-time in the
Experience the pride of serving your country while  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

alk to a recruiter todrd. TTa
getting money for college – serving part-time in the
Experience the pride of serving your country while  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

.alk to a recruiter today
getting money for college – serving part-time in the
Experience the pride of serving your country while  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The River Navigators assist the Office of Recruitment and Orientation. They are, front
row, from left, Jennifer Quinn of Tylertown and Kelly Rigney of Poplarville; middle row,
Joelle Ladner and Hollie Chester, both of Lumberton, and Katie Terry of Columbia; back
row, Kayla Hemby of Brandon, Raygan Necaise of Kiln, Hunter Nelson of Purvis,
Branden Edenfield of Diamondhead and Katie Cooper of Picayune.

Members of Pearl River Community College’s faculty and staff attended the Mississippi
Career-Technical Conference on Aug. 6 at Hinds Community College’s campus in Pearl.
Attendees discussed current trends and issues within various departments before the
start of the school year. Coach Herman Boone was the ketnote speaker. 

River Navigators

Career-Tech Conference

College Fair 

Above, Justin Saucier of
Poplarville fills out paper-
work at the William Carey
University table during the
Sept. 25 College Fair in
Crosby Hall. With him is
Thomas Drake of
Hattiesburg. Representing
Carey are, from left, admis-
sions counselor Kathrin
White, Laurie Glaze and
Sharon Schamber-Jones,
business professors. Right,
Tori Broadway of Picayune,
left, and Lacey Hampton of
Carriere talk to admissions
counselor Laura Kyle about
the University of Mississippi.
Below, Alejandra Garcia of
Olive Branch, from left, Torri
Ladd of Biloxi and Christina
Gentry of Horn Lake collect
information about Mississippi
State University from re-
cruiter Daniel Wynn. 
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View majors and degree plans:

www.usm.edu/undergraduate

Apply for admission:

www.usm.edu/admissions

Nearly 50 percent of our 
students are transfers, 
so we understand where 
you’re coming from and 
where you want to go. 

Southern Miss is the next step in your journey.

New faculty and staff at Pearl River Community College
met with President Dr. William Lewis and other administra-
tors on Monday, Aug. 5. They are, seated from left, Charity
McCoy, Forrest County Center dental hygiene instructor;
Sylvia Martinez, Hancock Center math instructor; Raye
Lynn Arbo, practical nursing dual enrollment instructor;
Elizabeth Palchak, Forrest County Center learning lab in-
structor; Amanda Blair, Forrest County Center chemistry
instructor; Dr. Aaryn Purvis, sociology instructor; Jennifer
Ladner, accounting instructor; standing, head football
coach William Jones, Jeff Long, English instructor and as-
sistant baseball coach; Dr. Robert Johnson, criminal jus-

tice instructor; Robby Shaw, machine shop instructor; Dr.
Rudy Gatlin, Forrest County Center psychology and music
appreciation instructor; Ralph King, computer networking
instructor; Patrick Stokley, Forrest County Center anatomy
and physiology instructor; and James Hudson, Hancock
Center speech instructor. Not pictured are Stephanie
Howze, Woodall Advanced Technology Center workforce
training manager; Anna Busby and Jennifer Laborde, as-
sociate degree nursing instructors; Scott Anderson and
Jim Jones, assistant football coaches. PRCC Public
Relations photo

New faculty at PRCC
Faculty profile

NAME: Ralph King

FAMILY: Married to Stella,40
years; two sons, Kevin, 38; Mark, 35

RESIDENCE: Wiggins 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:
Graduated West Jefferson High
School, 1971; graduated Mississippi
Gulf Coast Community College, AAS
Computer Networking Technology;
additional studies at USM and Tulane

POSITION AT PRCC: Computer Networking
Technology Instruction

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 11 years

FAVORITE BOOK: Atlas Shrugged

FAVORITE FOOD: Jambalaya

FAVORITE MOVIE: To Kill a Mockingbird

FAVORITE MUSIC: 50s through 90s rock and country

FAVORITE VACATION TRIP: Disneyworld with the
grandkids

WHAT THREE WEBSITES DO YOU VISIT EVERY-
DAY? PRCC, Craigslist (except on campus), DrudgeReport 

WHAT DON’T WE KNOW ABOUT YOU THAT
WOULD SURPRISE US? I weighed 2 pounds, 3 ounces at
birth, and my mother was told I would never live.

WORDS OF WISDOM: Failure is easy.

King

Faculty association officers on the Poplarville campus of
Pearl River Community College are, from left, secretary-
treasurer Jim Walsh, president Dr. Justin Williamson and
vice president Jason Ramshur.

Faculty association officers at the Forrest County Center in
Hattiesburg are, from left, Mississippi Faculty Association
president Doug Donohue, secretary-treasurer Jenny Brown,
vice president Dr. Terri Ruckel and president Tim Crowe.

Faculty association officers

Some past
PRCC   
history items
worth noting

n 19 years ago this month
(1994), the Dixie Drawl school
newspaper included the head-
line: “Tobacco policy is a
smoky issue.”

A new campus smoking poli-
cy was put in place at that time,
limiting indoor smoking to areas

designated by the administrator
in charge of each building. 

Next month, the PRCC
Board of Trustees will discuss
a new policy making all PRCC
campuses tobacco free.
n 21 years ago this month

(1992), PRCC officials marked
the grand opening of the Allied

Health Center on the Forrest
County campus. 

Cost of the new facility at the
time was $2.7 million.

Many of the programs of-
fered then, like dental hygiene,
dental assisting and medical
laboratory technology, are still
offered today. 
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Christmas at the River 
7 p.m. Dec. 5; general admission $5
Traditional and modern Christmas music by 
PRCC Department of Fine Arts and 
Communication

The Spirit of Harriet Tubman
11 a.m. & 7 p.m. Feb. 25
One-woman show by Leslie McCurdy in ob-
servance of Black History Month presented 
by Honors Insitute Lecture Series
Complimentary tickets available after Feb. 1

The Legendary Count Basie 

Orchestra featuring New York Voices
7 p.m. March 28; reserved tickets $15, $20, 
$25
Celebrating the big band era with original 
and identifi able music

PRCC Symphonic Band Concert
7 p.m. March 31; free admission
Variety of traditional and contemporary 
music

Guys and Dolls
7 p.m. April 10-11; reserved tickets, $10, 
$15, $20
Spring musical by PRCC Department of 
Fine Arts and Communication

PRCC JazzCats and The Voices
7 p.m. April 24; free admission
High-energy jazz and smooth acappella pop 
music

PRCC Singers Spring Concert
7 p.m. April 29; free admission
Standard and exciting new compositions 
for choirs

601-403-1180
for tickets

Pearl River Community College
recently received a $1,000 grant
from the Mississippi Arts
Commission for the premier event
at the Ethel Holden Brownstone
Center for the Arts.

The money helped bring the
Mississippi Symphony Orchestra to
PRCC.

“We want to thank the
Mississippi Arts Commission for
their assistance in helping us bring
our state’s premier performing en-
semble, the Mississippi Symphony
Orchestra, to our campus for this in-
augural concert in our new facility,”
said Archie Rawls, Brownstone
Center director and chair of the
PRCC Department of Fine Arts and
Communication. “And we look for-
ward to partnering with the MAC in
the future as we seek to bring qual-
ity arts programming to PRCC and

our surrounding communities.” 
The Arts Commission also

played a part in the construction of
the center with a $350,000 grant
from the Building Fund for the
Arts. The grant for the concert rep-
resents a portion of the $1.27 mil-
lion in grants the commission will
award in 2013-14 with funding
from the Mississippi Legislature
and the National Endowment for
the Arts.

“The creative economy has never
been more vibrant than it is today in
the communities across Mississ-
ippi,” said director Tom Pearson. 

“This agency is honored to play a
small role in assisting these organi-
zations to continue their work of re-
inforcing the value of the arts and
the role they play in creative place-
making and economic develop-
ment.”

Arts Commission helps
bring symphony to PRCC

n FROM page 1
“Mrs. Smith was a member of the col-

lege business faculty for 42 years,” he
said. “Mr. Smith was a long-time member
of the state Senate, served as the first ad-
ministrator of the Mississippi Supreme
Court and has served for many years as the
attorney for the PRCC Board of Trustees.” 

Martin Smith represented the college
during a challenge to Mrs. Brownstone’s
will.

“Without his diligent legal efforts, this
facility might never have been construct-
ed,” Lewis said.

Following Lewis’s remarks, the extend-
ed Holden family gathered in front of the
stage as PRCC Board of Trustees chair-
man Frank Ladner of Bay St. Louis cut the
symbolic ribbon and dozens of cameras
and cell phones flashed.

Sponsors for the orchestra’s perform-
ance were the Mississippi Arts
Commission and the National Endowment
for the Arts.

Orchestra conductor Crafton Beck had

high praise for the Brownstone Center
“This room is as fine as any room in the

state ... that’s it,” he said. “Having a room
like this in this community is going to
change who we are over the longest term.
In 15 years, our children, our students,
some of us are not going to be the same
people because of what we hear in this
room.”

The schedule for the 2013-14 school
year includes a lecture by well-known
physicist Dr. Michio Kaku on Oct. 17,
Christmas at the River by PRCC instru-
mental and vocal groups, Dec. 5; The
Spirit of Harriet Tubman one-woman
show, Feb. 25; The Legendary Count
Basie Orchestra featuring New York
Voices, March 28; PRCC Symphonic
Band spring concert, March 31; Guys and
Dolls, the PRCC spring musical, April 10-
11; PRCC JazzCats and The Voices spring
concert, April 24; and PRCC Singers
spring concert, April 29. Ticket informa-
tion can be found at www.brownstonecen-
ter.com.

BROWNSTONE

Brownstone Center celebration

Members of the Mississippi Symphony Orchestra make their preparations while the crowd files into the Brownstone Center for the Arts.

Dr. Aleta Sullivan and Dr.
Adam Breerwood share a
laugh before the concert.

Ethel Ladner, left, and Wilhelmenia Egger, cousins of Ethel
Holden Brownstone, look at the portrait of Ethel and
Lucien Brownstone in the lobby.

PRCC Spanish instructor Robin Nix of Poplarville attended
the grand opening with her family, Penelope, Dr. Bill Nix
and Phoebe. Dr. Nix is a retired PRCC English instructor.

Above, Charles Herrington of WDAM-TV (right), interviews
Brownstone Center director Archie Rawls. Below, WLOX-
TV interviews PRCC President William Lewis. 

Carole Holden Lunde of Mandeville, La., Sidney and
Richie Malone of Hattiesburg wait for the concert with
PRCC alumnus and retired teacher, Mrs. Earlora Holden,
104, of Poplarville.

Family of Ethel Holden Brownstone talk before the grand
opening of the center. They are, from left, Cathy Ladner,
Ethel Ladner and Wilhelmina Egger, all of Carnes, and
Marie Holden of Carriere.

PRCC 
Public Relations

photographs

PRCC students were a part of the grand opening of the Brownstone Center for the Arts.
Left photo, several students worked as ushers for the event. They include from left: Lane
Stewart of Gulfport, Ethan Martin of Lucedale, Frank Henry of Poplarville, Michael Sapen
of Columbia and Carl DeFrance of Vicksburg. Above, students in the Fine Arts and
Communicatons department, found the Mississippi Symphony Orchestra to their liking.
They include from left: Kimberly Arnold of d’Iberville, Chris Fletcher of Columbiam,
Eusebio Mending of Oak Grove and Amanda McKeny of d’Iberville.



n Monday, Sept. 30 -
Monday Night Football (Saints
vs Miami); time TBA, between
cafeteria and library.
n Tuesday, Oct. 1 - Perk

Week pep rally, walking track
ribbon-cutting and Mr. Perk
pageant; 4-6 p.m., behind
Wellness Center.
n Wednesday, Oct. 2 - Block

Party; 8:30 p.m., between
Hancock and Lamar halls.
n Thursday, Oct. 3 - Alumni

Association Rivalry Blowout!
tailgating party; 5:30 p.m., foot-
ball practice field.
nWildcat football hosts Gulf

Coast; 7 p.m. stadium.
n Tuesday, Oct. 8 - Some-

thing on a Stick Day; 11:30 a.m.
- 12:30 p.m., gazebo by Crosby
Hall.
n Thursday, Oct. 10 - Game

Night; 7 p.m., cafeteria.
n Friday, Oct. 11 - BSU yard

sale; 3 p.m., BSU
n Saturday, Oct. 12 - BSU

Yard Sale; 8 a.m. until, BSU
nWildcat football at Co-Lin;

3 p.m., Wesson.
n Monday, Oct. 14 -

Columbus Day holiday; night
classes meet.
n Tuesday, Oct. 15 - Forrest-

Lamar Alumni Chapter Fish
Fry; 5-7 p.m., SMEPA mainte-
nance building, Mississippi 42,
Hattiesburg; dine in or carry

out; $8; 601 403-1190 for tick-
ets
n Thursday, Oct. 17 - Fall

Fest presentation of homecom-
ing court, pep rally; 11 a.m.; be-
tween Crosby and Seal halls
n Honors Forum lecture by

theoretical physicist Michio
Kaku; 7 p.m., Brownstone
Center.
n Saturday, Oct. 19 -

Homecoming.

n Tuesday, Oct. 22 - Movie
Night; 8 p.m., between cafeteria
and library.
n Thursday, Oct. 24 -

Wildcat football at Hinds; 6:30
p.m., Raymond.
nWednesday, Oct. 30 - Door

decorating contest.
n Thursday, Oct. 31 -

Costume block party; 8:30
p.m., between Hancock and
Lamar halls.
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Staff profile

NAME: James Hudson 

FAMILY: Single

RESIDENCE: Native of Jackson;
current resident of Purvis.

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:
Attended high school at Jim Hill,
Jackson. Earned B.A. in
Communications at Mississippi Valley
State University. Earned M.A. in
Communication Studies at Arkansas
State. Currently pursuing a Ph.D. in
Higher Education Administration at the
University of Southern Mississippi.

POSITION AT PRCC: Instructor of Speech

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 2 years

FAVORITE BOOK: The Host by Stephanie Meyers

FAVORITE FOOD: Cheesecake 

FAVORITE MOVIE: Hocus Pocus

FAVORITE MUSIC: Anything positive and uplifting

FAVORITE VACATION TRIP: Cruise to Nassau,
Bahamas

WHAT THREE WEBSITES DO YOU VISIT EVERY-
DAY? www.insidehighered.com; www.chronical.com
www.facebook.com 

WHAT DON’T WE KNOW ABOUT YOU THAT
WOULD SURPRISE US? I went through a phase as a child
when I refused to speak because I didn’t want to be ridiculed
for my stuttering impediment. 

WORDS OF WISDOM: In the words of Publius Terentius
Afer, “Homo sum, humani nihil a me alienum puto.” That
statement is Latin for “I am human. Nothing human can be
alien to me.” As we are all human, we must understand that
while we have the capacity to do unsavory deeds and fail in the
same manner as any other man, we also have the potential to
accomplish any goal we aspire to achieve. While acknowledg-
ing that we can do just as well as the next man we must also
empathize with those who fall short and work to help them as
best we can.  

Hudson

By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Assistant VP for Hancock Center

On July 25, Board of Trustees President
Frank Ladner and Dub Herring sponsored
a fish fry at McCleod Park in Kiln.
Attending were the PRCC football coach-
es and players from Hancock County and
Picayune.

President William Lewis greeted every-
one. The event was well attended, and it
allowed alumni and supporters of PRCC
to meet the 2013-14 Wildcats and coach-
ing staff.

n The Hancock Center welcomed two
new full time instructors to the Hancock
Center team. Sylvia Lynn Martinez and
James Hudson will be teaching mathemat-
ics and speech, respectively.
n Sylvia Martinez is a lifelong resident

of Hancock County where she spent the
last 19 years teaching high school mathe-
matics. She obtained her Bachelor of

Science degree as well as her Master of
Education degree in Mathematics from
William Carey University. She enjoys
spending time with her children, teaching
and traveling. 
n James Hudson is a native

of Jackson. He earned his
Bachelors of Arts degree in
Communications with a con-
centration in Public Relations at
Mississippi Valley State.

Mr. Hudson holds a Master
of Arts in Speech
Communications and Theatre
from Arkansas State.

He is currently pursuing a
Doctorate of Philosophy degree
at The University of Southern
Mississippi in Higher Education
Administration. 

He has served as an editor for the
International Student Journal. He has also
served as a public speaking instructor at

Hinds Community College.
Most recently he taught speech arts for

the Department of Speech Communica-
tions and Theater at Jackson State

University.
n Hancock Center SGA will

be sponsoring a canned food
drive for the entire month of
October, Spirit Week the week
of Homecoming, and Hancock
Jamz-a brownbag lunch where
students and faculty bring their
own lunch while enjoying cur-
rent music provided by instruc-
tor, Craig Carrigee.    
n The Hancock Center will

host its Inaugural Lecture
Series on Oct. 15. Scheduled to

lecture will be Jack, owner of Jack &
Dianne’s Tattoo Parlor in Gulfport.

He will lecture on the history, influence,
and impact of tattoos on American
Culture. 

Barnes

Hancock Center report
New staffers on board; food drive; lecture series begins

By TONIA MOODY
ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator

So, you’ve made the first step towards your
future - college!

Now you may be feeling a bit overwhelmed.
Don’t quit. Have you ever noticed the hardest
part of doing something new is just getting start-
ed? Success is not measured at the
finish line, but at the starting line. 

The feeling of starting something
new and different is a little scary, but
it is much more satisfying than sit-
ting around thinking about the “what
ifs” and never pursuing your dreams.
You have taken that first step, which
is probably the hardest step towards
reaching the goals you have set, but
don’t stop there. 

You were not created to live in the
comfort zone, you should be chal-
lenging yourself daily to get outside
of that comfort zone and face your fears. By
never challenging yourself to step out of the
comfort zone, your confidence suffers and you
have regrets later in life.

Sometimes you may think, once I complete
this degree I will never have to go to school
again. Be a life-long learner. The only certainty
in life is change. Some use this as an opportuni-
ty to learn and expand horizons and some avoid
change all together and get left behind.

As you try something new, your courage will
unfold and you will have more confidence to
continue on that path. 

Success is based on choices and one of the
choices you will have to make is happiness.

There are many reasons people are unhappy, but
basically it boils down to something else over
happiness.  It takes less effort to be unhappy; it
is in our human nature.

Franklin D. Roosevelt once said, “Happiness
is not the mere possession of money; it lies in
the joy of achievement, in the thrill of creative
effort.”

To find true happiness in life you
will have to follow your heart and
intuition. Search for a major in an
area that you enjoy. Don’t pursue a
career simply for the financial gain.
You will never earn enough money
to buy happiness and contentment.

Another reason people are unhap-
py is because of negative people in
their life. Negative people will dis-
courage you and sabotage your
dreams and goals.

Ever heard the saying misery
loves company? It’s true! Unhappy

people want you to be as unhappy as they are.
Surround yourself with positive people. Learn
how to roll with the punches.

Life isn’t always fair and sometimes it does-
nít work out like you plan. If you are worrying
about yesterday and focusing on how unfair you
have been treated, you can’t enjoy today. Plan
for the future, stop worrying about the past, and
continue on this journey called life by focusing
on the present. Take advantage of the opportuni-
ty you have been given to continue your educa-
tion.

If you feel overwhelmed, seek help; asking
for help is a strength. Remember, this is just the
next step on your journey to success.  

Don’t quit; work to be
be a life-long learner

Moody

COMBO PLATES
#1. Burrito....................$6.49
12” Flour Tortilla, Seasoned Rice, 
Shredded Cheese, Meat, Refried 
or Black Beans, Salsa

#2. Three Tacos.............$5.99
Crispy Corn or Flour Tortilla, Meat,
Shredded Cheese, Shredded Lettuce,
Diced Tomato, Sour Cream

#3. Four Beef Tamales...$5.49
Warm Seasoned Beef in Corn Masa,
Wrapped in Corn Husk

#4. Quesadilla...............$5.49
Flour Tortilla filled with Melted Cheese,
Meat, & Toppings

#5. Tacos & Tamales......$5.99
2 Tacos (Crispy Corn or Flour Tortilla)
2 Beef Tamales

#6. Quesadilla & Tacos..$6.99
Quesadilla
2 Tacos

Side Options:
Chips & Salsa, Chips & Queso, Rice & Beans (Black or Refried)

Meat Options:
Seasoned Beef, Chicken Carnitas, Shredded Beef,
Grilled Steak, Pork Carnitas

Includes Choice of 2 Sides,
Choice of Meat, 
& 20 oz. Fountain Drink

799 Hwy. 11 South
(Corner of Hwy 11 S & Hwy 26)

Poplarville, MS  39470
601-795-6611

Brand

NOW
FEATURING

Stephen McGregor, on bull dozer, and Ryan Nixon, both of Picayune, clear ground near
Faculty Row to relocate portions of the disc golf course. They and other students in the con-
struction equipment operator program are getting practical experience by doing the work.

Disc golf course work

Construction project

Construction is moving right along on Marion Hall on the Poplarville campus. Hanco
Construction of Hattiesburg is general contractor for the $3.2 million building with 61 beds
along with a head resident’s apartment and common areas. 

Calendar of events
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The String of Pearls (left) dance to We Got the Beat during the pre-game show. Right,
drum majors Desmond Edmonson of Hattiesburg, Adam Weatherford of Columbia and

Heather Ruffin of Picayune salute the flag as the band plays the Star-Spangled Banner
before the Sept. 5 game with Mississippi Delta.

The sideline pit and members of the band play during the Buffett at the River halftime show at Dobie Holden Stadium.

POPLARVILLE - Singer
Jimmy Buffett’s voice returned
to Pearl River Community
College this fall as part of the
Spirit of the River marching
band’s halftime show.

Buffett provided taped nar-
ration for the show which fea-
tures the music he made fa-
mous long after he attended
Pearl River.

“We are excited that he
agreed to do it,” said Dr. Kyle
Hill, director of bands. “A lot
of people can do a Jimmy
Buffett show, but not many can
do it like we can. He made it
very personal to Pearl River.”

Six of Buffett’s hits are fea-
tured in the show - Fruitcakes,
Fins, Cheeseburger in
Paradise, Volcano,  Margarita-
ville and Son of a Son of a
Sailor.

The show begins with
Buffett recounting a spur-of-
the-moment decision to follow
a pretty girl onto campus and
enrolling for his freshman
year. Buffett attended PRCC in
1965-66 and is pictured in the
1966 Wildcat yearbook in
Entre Nous, the French club. 

He introduces five of the
songs included in the show.

“For him to take the time to do
it is amazing,” said Blair
Seymour, a sophomore clarinet
player from Carriere. “Not many
famous people would do it.”

Buffett also waived royalty
fees for the band.

“We have to have permis-
sion to use the music and typi-
cally you have to pay for that,”

Hill said. “Mr. Buffett gra-
ciously allowed us to use it
without charge.”

Buffett has also contributed
to his alma mater by taping a
spot for PRCC’s series of “I’m
a Wildcat” television commer-
cials.

Buffett at the River pre-
miered on Aug. 29 when
PRCC played East Mississippi
Community College at Dobie
Holden Stadium. 

The band is under the field
direction of sophomore drum
majors Adam Weatherford of
Columbia, Desmond
Edmonson of Hattiesburg and
Heather Ruffin of Picayune.

Color guard captain is
Brandi Logan of Oak Grove.
Co-captains are Abbie
McMahon of Petal and Alicia
Buckelew of Picayune.

The String of Pearls captains
are Victoria Farmer of
Picayune and Lacey Hampton
of Carriere. Lieutenants are
Linzy Hudson-Kline of
Picayune and Regan al-Jabi of
Carriere.

The next  half-time show
performance will be Thursday
night at home against Gulf
Coast Community College.

Michael Bass is assistant di-
rector of bands, Kara Fleming
directs the String of Pearls,
Chasity Hawthorn is color
guard director and Ronnie
Pascal is percussion instructor.

Archie Rawls is chairman of
the Department of Fine Arts
and Communication and direc-
tor of the JazzCats band.

... Jimmy Buffett a part of this year’s halftime show

Former PRCC student ...
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Residence hall assistants met with head residents before
classes started in August. They are, sitting on floor from
left, Magnolia Allen, Abbie McMahon, Jonathan Bethea,
Shaquell Thomas and Brandi Logan; seated, Tamara
Reid, Lane Stewart, Courtney Cardarelli, AnnaKae
Frierson, Christina Gentry and Emily Waits; third row,

Mary Smith, Linda Fulks, Quinton Colson, Lorraine
Walters, Johanna Peterson, Caycee Cucurello, Courtney
Warr, Krislyn Branford, Angel Warden, Dillon Littlefield and
Karen Walker; back row, Colin Parker, Jeffrey James,
Zachary Seal, Brooke Roberts, Adam Smith, Garrett
Bourgeois, Torie Roson and Betsey Seal.

Residence hall assistants

We now have “indoor cycling,” better known as “spin class-
es” at the Wellness Center in Poplarville.

What is spin you ask?
Spin classes are a traditional indoor cycling (bike) class that

offers a non-impact, effective way to build cardiovascular
strength and endurance.

Our classes are designed for all levels; these classes offer a
challenging opportunity to get your heart pumping and your feet
peddling. The bikes are equipped with cycling computers which
provide riders with information on speed, distance, and calories
burned in the workout.

This class is full of motivating music and energy. Make plans
now to attend one of my spin classes offered every Monday at
3 and 4 p.m. 

Warning: the “word is out” and the bikes fill up fast. Let’s get
healthy Wildcats! See ya on the bike.

-Terri Ward, spin instructor 

Have you heard? Spin is here at PRCC

Spin classes underway at PRCC

The work of a Wiggins artist
is on display at Pearl River
Community College.

Stained glass pieces created
by Renee` King, owner of
Renee’s Glass Emporium, is
on display in the Moody Hall
gallery until Oct. 31.

“I’ve been doing stained
glass for 30 years,” King said.
“My mother’s best friend
taught us how to do it and I’ve
progressivey built on that
foundation to learn my own
way of doing the glass. You
have to develop your own
style.”

Creating the pieces takes
about 15 minutes per piece of
cut glass, she said.

Although she designs most
of her work, she also does cus-
tom glass for customers who
come to her with an idea. Her
work includes windows for
doors, side lights, transoms,
baths, kitchen cupboards and
mosaics.

A chance encounter between
King and PRCC art instructor

Charleen Null led to the exhib-
it.

“We met up in a crafts store
one day and got to talking,”
Null said. “She showed me her
work and I was impressed.”

Null teaches PRCC students
to form, grind and cut glass but
doesn’t have space to teach the
stained glass technique.

In addition to the glass
pieces, King’s exhibit includes
a few of the gourds she grows
and paints.

“My grandmother had
gourds,” she said. “I started
growing them and then I found
the Mississippi Gourd
Society.”

She participated in the soci-
ety’s Sept. 20 festival in
Raleigh.

King also paints murals and
is an award-winning seam-
stress. 

The gallery is located on the
first floor of Moody Hall
across the street from the
Brownstone Center for the
Arts.

Stained glass
pieces on view

PRCC art instructor Charleen Null, left, and Wiggins artist
Renee` King talk about a stained glass mosaic that is part
of King’s exhibit at PRCC. The exhibit also includes gourds
grown and painted by King. PRCC Public Relations photo 

Students gather at the Baptist Student Union at 11 a.m. each Thursday for Lunch
Encounter, a meal served by members of an area Baptist church and a brief devotional.
Other weekly BSU events include 6:33 Bible study at 6:33 p.m. each Monday and Late
Night, a study of the Book of Malachi at 9 p.m. each Wednesday, beginning in October.
PRCC Public Relations photos

BSU Encounter

By MATT LEE
The Drawl Staff Writer

Welcome back to the new school year. I hope
it’s off to a great start.

I got some great ideas for articles this year.
Later, I will discuss what people with disabili-
ties mean to us, how they impact our lives, and
other ideas.

For now,  I’ll focus on events at
PRCC.

I have noticed some awesome ac-
tivities that are planned for the stu-
dents, such as movie nights and
other events. One of the biggest
events I’ve seen was the grand-open-
ing concert for the Brownstone
Center for the Arts.

Another event is provided by the
Honors Institute. Dr. Michio Kaku
will be coming to speak on the
physics of the future on medicine
and the environment. 

Dr. Kaku has been on the history channel. He
will be here Oct. 17.

Check your email daily for updates because
there is always something going on. It might be
something that you would not want to miss out
on. Plus, there is news on the PRCC website.

The Baptist Student Union has a great deal

going on during the week as well such as igni-
tion, which is where they go to church just like
the first century church. You get to dress up in
your blue jeans, cowboy shirt, cowboy boots,
and, why not, a 10-gallon cowboy hat.

We meet at the BSU at 6:30 on Sunday
evenings and travel together to the barn church.

On Monday nights we have worship at 6:33.
It is a student-led fellowship and devotion. 6:33

is based on Matthew 6:33 which
says, “But seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto
you.”

Then we have lunch encounter on
Thursdays at 11 a.m. It’s a weekly
lunch and devotion where local
churches provide a meal while a
guest speaker or pastor shares a mes-
sage from God’s word.

Students and staff are invited.
If you want to join the BSU, come

by and talk to our director, Dr. Stan
Davis, or anyone there and they can help sign
you up to where you get updates on what’s
going on and they are also on Facebook.

Type in PRCC BSU and add us as a friend. I
hope you have an amazing school year.   
n Matt Lee is a sophomore student from

Carnes.

Lee

Welcome Back! Get involved

By CANDACE HARPER
Coordinator of Alumni Services

Join the new student alumni association
called the Maroon and Gold Ambassadors.

The purpose of this organization is to assist
the PRCC Development Foundation and
Alumni Association in reaching its goals by fa-
cilitating an active relationship between stu-
dents and alumni with a sense of pride, loyalty,
and tradition.

Members will increase student awareness of
the college’s alumni association through servic-
es, programming, and special events.

The student alumni association will also en-
hance the education of students and prepare
them to serve as future alumni leaders and vol-
unteers.

Students will be encouraged to participate in

alumni tailgating, alumni fundraisers, event
planning sessions and more. Students will gain
real life, hands on experience in facilitating
events and networking with alumni.

To get involved and become a Maroon and
Gold Ambassador, you must maintain a 3.0
GPA and participate in a minimum of two
events per semester. Members will be selected
by a committee who reviews the applications.

To be considered for the fall semester, contact
us by Monday, Sept. 30. The spring semester
deadline is Friday, Oct. 11.

Spice up your resume with this volunteer or-
ganization and get involved to obtain good net-
working connections for future potential jobs
and hands on experience.

For information, email Candace Harper at
charper@prcc.edu or visit the Alumni House on
campus for an application. 

Student alumni association
one way you can get involved

Sarah Bienvenu 2013
wins Tuition Giveaway 

Pearl River Community College student Sarah
Bienvenu is not sure how she was going to pay
for college this year if she had not won the 2013
Tuition Giveaway contest.

Bienvenu, 20, a 2011 Pearl River Central hon-
ors graduate, says the money contributed to her
education will not be wasted.

“All of my family members encouraged me to
enter the contest,” said Bienvenu. “I went out on
a limb and wrote some stuff about myself. It re-
ally is a blessing.”

Bienvenu is the winner of the third annual
Tuition Giveaway contest, a promotion PRCC
held in conjunction with Hattiesburg Coca-Cola
and radio stations SL-100 and Wild 106.3.   

Live radio promotions, featuring free soft
drinks and t-shirts, were held to advertise the
contest in Hattiesburg, Oak Grove, Petal, Purvis,
Sumrall, Columbia and Poplarville.

Contestants had to tell their story through on-
line submissions.

“We had many student applicants who have
had to overcome challenges and adversities,”
said Chuck Abadie, public relations director at
PRCC.

“We had more than 140 submissions. Picking
a winner was very difficult.”

Bienvenu, the daughter of Bobby Bienvenu

and Robin Koval of Picayune, is a student in  the
Medical Radiologic Technology program at
PRCC. She will be a commuting student this fall
at the Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg.

“It really is hard having to go back and forth
to school every day for class with the cost of
gas,” said Bienvenu. “This will really help a lot.
I am not sure I could do it without this help.”

A portion of her submission included the fol-
lowing:

“I am a go getter when it comes to life. I al-
ways put my best foot forward when it comes to
my dreams. I won’t compromise 

“If I receive this money, I would be so thank-
ful to be chosen, and so blessed to have such an
opportunity. Money is a big concern for college
students, but I won’t let that discourage me. I
will do what it takes to earn my degree to help
diagnose and treat diseases that doctors couldn’t
see without the use of radiographs.”

Russ Hendley, Division Vice-President for
Hattiesburg Coca-Cola, said he was thrilled with
Bienvenu’s selection. “It’s great when you do a
promotion and the winner is so grateful and de-
serving. Her story was so moving.”

The 2011 winner was Kendall Laster of
Hattiesburg. The 2012 winner was Amanda
Blount of Hattiesburg.

Pearl River Community College student Sarah Bienvenu of Carriere was selected as the
winner of the third annual Tuition Giveaway contest, a promotion PRCC held in conjunc-
tion with Hattiesburg Coca-Cola and radio stations SL-100 and Wild 106.3. Pictured at
the awards ceremony are from left: Jeff Bryant of Hattiesburg Coca-Cola, Vickie
Wilberding of Clear Channel Radio, Russ Hendley of Hattiesburg Coca-Cola, SL-100
radio personality Shaggy, Candace Harper, Pearl River Community College alumni coor-
dinator; Bienvenu, WILD 106 radio personality Big Daddy, Martin’s IGA/Sunflower manag-
er Keelan Jones, Kim Brown and Russell Boltz, both of Hattiesburg Coca-Cola. PRCC
Public Relations photo
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Pearl River Community College President William Lewis was one of several local higher
education officials on hand Aug. 6 at the Lacy Kelly VFW Post 3036 in Hattiesburg, an-
nouncing that the post had surpassed a million dollars in the amount of scholarships
awarded since 1999. In the 15 years since the program began, 785 awards have been
given with scholarships ranging from $500 to $5,000. During that time, PRCC has re-
ceived $58,000 in scholarship money, including $1,500 issued in 2013.

VFW Post 3036 celebration

Southern Transportation Commissioner Tom King presented a $450,000 check to Pearl
River Community College President Dr. William Lewis this summer at PRCC’s Woodall
Advanced Technology Center. The money, awarded by the Mississippi Department of
Transportation via a federal Transportation Alternatives grant, will be used to enhance
pedestrian common areas on the Poplarville campus. On hand for the presentation were,
from left, Dr. Adam Breerwood, vice president for the Poplarville campus; H.R. Nobles of
Petal, a member of the PRCC board of trustees; Dr. Lewis, Mr. King, Lee Bell, director of
the Woodall Center; and Dr. Cecil Burt, vice president for Forrest County operations.

MDOT awards PRCC grant

Coliseum work ongoing

PRCC takes part in ‘Walking the Cross’

The Association of
Educational Office
Professionals held its sum-
mer meeting, August 27.
Pictured above from left to
right are members Cathy
Dean, Carlene Hague,
Cindy Wells, Donna Warden
secretary/treasurer; Gloria
Wasmund, Marilyn Dillard,
president; Sharman Ladner,
Brittany Rayner and Jessica
Hackney. Office support
staff are invited to join the
AEOP. For information, con-
tact Marilyn Dillard. Photo
by AEOP vice president
Cheryl May. 
Door Prize winners, right, of
the AEOP summer meeting
were Carlene Hague and
Cathy Dean, Nursing
Education, and Donna
Warden, Wellness Center.

AEOP meeting

Tyler Huber of Carriere received the Outstanding Student Award during the Pearl River
Community College Summer Bridge to College program luncheon from Georgia Field,
program coordinator, and Dr. Robert Escudero, Student Support Services director. Below,
Brenton Coates of Carriere sings his original song, Walking on Air, to close the Summer
Bridge to College luncheon. PRCC Public Relations photos

Summer Bridge honors
students at PRCC 

POPLARVILLE - Tyler Huber of Carriere
received the Outstanding Student Award on
July 29 when at the Pearl River Community
College Summer Bridge Program’s
Recognition Luncheon.

The 4½-week program provides a smooth
transition to college for students eligible for
PRCC’s Student Support Services.

Also receiving awards were Tia Tyler of
Silver Creek and Kyle Davis of Poplarville,
college survival skills; Kaci Sisson of Quitman,
math; Tamara McCurdy of Taylorsville,
English; and Shakira Smith of Hattiesburg,
reading.

“This has been an intensive program,” said
Dr. Adam Breerwood, vice president for the
Poplarville campus and Hancock Center.
“College is not easy, guys. College is hard. I’m
a first-generation college student. I understand
the obstacles you face. You have a friend in
me.”

Student Support Services provides tutoring
and other assistance for student with a docu-
mented disability, who are low-income or are
the first in their family to go to college.

“This is the first step in something that will
change your life,” Breerwood said. “They can’t
ever take your education away from you.”

The 32-member class is the biggest PRCC
has had and the most talented academically, co-
ordinator Georgia Field said.

In addition to those receiving awards, class
members are Layken Artique, Brett Campbell,
Joseph Chandler, Brenton Coates, Robert
Collins, Mark Franklin and Jason Quigley, all
of Carriere; Kalin Hart and Rebecca Reid, both
of Lumberton; Lauren King and Justin Saucier,
both of Poplarville; 

Nena Bond of Sumrall, Tina Craig of
Picayune, Lester Crosby of Franklinton, La.,
Tiana Dampeer of Sontag, Ieshia Dixon of
Utica, Hayden Drake of Hattiesburg, Markeysia
Harness of Biloxi, Tamesha Horne of
Taylorsville, Joshua Johnson of Monroe, La.,
Jolonda Jones of Quitman, Skyeshia Moss of
Shubuta, Essence Pulliam of Jackson, LaDerrick
Scott of Forest, Vamikka Smith of Mobile, Ala.,
and Tamara Williams of Raymond.

Dr. Robert Escudero is Student Support
Services director.

Pearl River Community College student-athletes and coaches took part in “Walking the
Cross” in our area Aug. 21 in a cooperative project with the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes and Mission Mississippi. Coach Leigh White, her staff  and softball players,

along with other student-athletes and coaches, met the cross at the Pearl River County
line un U.S. 11 and walk/ran the cross to the Pearl River County Courthouse in
Poplarville, where a devotional was held.

Staff profile

NAME: Michael Schafer 

FAMILY: Married to Cynthia Schafer, Media Specialist at Garvin H.
Johnston Library. Married for 10 years with 3 cats and 2 dogs.

RESIDENCE: Hattiesburg

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: High School: Temple Christian
Academy (in Gulfport), 1984; PRCC in Poplarville, associates in com-
puter networking, 2006. 

POSITION AT PRCC: Library assistant at the FCC Library

FAVORITE BOOKS: The Jungle Books by Rudyard Kipling, The Hitchhikers Guide to the
Galaxy by Douglas Adams, and The Lord of the Rings by JRR Tolkien.

FAVORITE FOOD: Spaghetti or Lasagna

FAVORITE MOVIES: Most Disney movies, music and lyrics, bedtime stories... 

FAVORITE MUSIC: Classic rock, folk, and songs I’ve written myself.

FAVORITE VACATION TRIP: DisneyWorld

WHAT DON’T WE KNOW ABOUT YOU THAT WOULD SURPRISE US? I am a
singer/songwriter/guitarist, maker of chain maille jewelry, and spent four summers as a summer
camp director. 

Schafer

Construction continues on the Marvin R. White Coliseum on the PRCC campus. The $8.9
million project is expected to be completed sometime in the spring.
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Pearl River Community College’s cheerleading squad for
the 2013-2014 school year includes from left: Front row -
Makayla Cooper, Brocke Wactor, Chasity Ashe, Chantel
Garcia, Melissa Dragon (captain), Haylee Bounds, Brice

Smith, Hannah Nix. Back row - Jodi Smith, Collin Parker,
Corey Williamson, Colt Turnage (captain), Chris Prince,
Jace Gibson, Josh Carlan, and Shane Gordon. Candace
Harper is the squad coach.

Upcoming games
Oct. 3 - host Gulf
Coast, 7 p.m.
Oct. 12 - at Co-Lin, 3
p.m.
Oct. 19 - host East
Central (HC)
Oct. 24 - at Hinds,
6:30 p.m.

Above, Pearl River defend-
ers Carl Green (91) of
McComb and Demarius
Rancifer (49) of Pensacola,
Fla., squeeze Jones JC run-
ner Justin Harris on this
play. Left, JCJC defender
Keshod Willis (19) puts a
tackle on PRCC’s Chad
Cook (13) of Long Beach. 
Photos by Mitch Deaver.

Left, PRCC’s Akeem Pollard (yellow jersey), a sophomore
from Petal, leaps high for this pass against a Jones JC de-
fender. Above, sophomore placekicker Mark Moore (30) of
Hattiesburg boots a field goal with the help of freshman
holder D.D. Johnson of Columbia. Right, PRCC sopho-
more quarterback Shaun White (15) of Pensacola, Fla.,
rolls out on this pass play against Jones County Junior
College.  

Pearl River Community
College boasts a winning foot-
ball record for the first time
this season after smacking
MACJC South Division rival
Southwest Mississippi 38-14
last Thursday in Dobie Holden
Stadium.

The Wildcats amassed a sea-
son-high 389 yards of total of-
fense (236 rush, 153 pass) be-
hind a season-high 148 rushing
yards by running back Darrell
Robinson. The freshman out of
Noxubee County High, who
now has three straight 100-
yard games, also accounted for
four of the Wildcats’ five TDs
in the 24-point win.

The River improved to 3-2
overall, while Southwest
dropped to 2-3. Both are now
1-1 in division play.

In addition, PRCC won the
turnover battle for the first
time in 2013, recovering two
fumbles and intercepting two
passes; while losing a fumble
late in the first half.

The Wildcat defense shined,
holding the Bears to a meager
139 yards of total offense (37
rush, 102 pass).

“We put together our best ef-
fort of the year on both sides of
the ball, but winning the
turnover battle was huge for
us,” said first-year Wildcat
head coach William Jones.
“Turnovers have been our
Achilles heel all year long.
We’re just glad to the win.”

Pearl River jumped out to a
14-0 lead in the first quarter
after scoring on its first two
possession of the contest.

Wide receiver-kick returner
Chad Cook of Long Beach
High returned the game’s
opening kickoff 30 yards to his
own 36 and it took the
Wildcats only eight plays for
quarterback Shaun White of
Catholic High in Pensacola,
Fla., to hit Robinson for a 10-
yard catch-and-run TD. Mark
Moore of Hattiesburg High
kicked the PAT to make it 7-0.

The Bears answered with a
three and out and Taylor Smith
punted 33 yards out of his own
end zone to the Southwest 45.

White kept for nine on first
down before hitting Shaun
White of North Forrest High

with a 26-yard completion
three snaps later to move
things to the four. Two plays
later, Robinson scored.
Moore’s PAT made it 14-0 in
the first period.

Six series later, the Bears
got on the scoreboard with a
seven-play, 69-yard scoring
drive. Quarterback De’Angelo
Ballard went three for five on
the possession for a combined
56 yards before keeping for a
nine-yard touchdown with
3:19 left in the half. 

Pearl River fumbled the ball
away on the second snap of its
ensuing possession and
Southwest took over at the
Wildcat 32, but linebacker
Emmanuel Ray of Lumberton
High followed suit by picking
off Ballard three plays later at
the 27.

The Bears turned it over on
their first two possessions of
the second half - the first an in-
terception by Charles Ducks-
worth of Mize, the second a
fumble recovery by Martez
Simpson of Madison Central.

Simpson’s effort gave the
Wildcats possession at the
Southwest five and White
zipped a pass to a wide-open
Shaun Jones in the end zone on
the first play. Moore’s PAT
made it 21-7.

The Bears answered with a
three and out and it took Pearl
River only 14 plays to pad its
lead. Robinson got the call
seven times during the series
for a combined 21 yards - the
last carry for a three-yard TD.
Moore’s PAT made it 28-7.

Ducksworth then returned
the ensuing kickoff 48 yards to
the SMCC 47 and Robinson
sped the distance on first down
for another Wildcats score.
Moore’s PAT made it 35-14.

Later, Brandon King of
Florence booted a 17-yard
field goal to make it 38-14.

PRCC finished the game
with 22 first downs to
Southwest’s seven.

Besides Robinson, White
rushed for a season-high 43
yards on nine carries; while
Detrick Goff, a  Gulf Coast CC
transfer who prepped at
Hancock County High, had 31
yards on eight attempts.

River smacks 

Bears 38-14
‘Cats gain season-high 389 yards;
Robinson rushes for 148 yards 

Coach Jones

PRCC’s Shaun Jones is hauled down by Southwest
Mississippi’s Troy Egana in the Wildcats’ 38-14 MACJC
South Division victory. - Photos by Mitch Deaver
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Lady Wildcat Kacy Mixon (7), a sophomore from East Central, slips the ball past two Gulf
Coast defenders in their South Division soccer matchup in Poplarville. 

PRCC freshman Kyle Ladner (8) of Gulfport battles a Gulf Coast player for possession in
their Souith Division soccer match in Poplarville.

PRCC freshman Karly Mitchell (29) of Poplarville battles Gulf Coast’s Kelly
Sambenedetto (5) for ball possession in their South Division soccer match in Poplarville.
PRCC won the game 4-0. Photos by Mitch Deaver. 

PRCC freshman goal keeper Blake Steinwinder of Biloxi
St. Patrick fires off a pass in soccer action this fall.

PRCC sophomore Torri Ladd (25) of Biloxi fires a shot
in soccer play against Gulf Coast.

PRCC sophomore Jay Lang (13) of Oak Grove battles Gulf
Coast’s Josh Palm for ball possession in action this fall.

PRCC sweeps Meridian;
both teams 4-1 in division 

Pearl River Community
College swept Meridian
MACJC women’s and men’s
South Division soccer action
last week with the Lady
Wildcats taking a 3-2 double-
overtime victory. The Wildcats
were 4-1 victors.

PRCC’s women improved
to 6-3 overall and 4-1 in divi-
sion play, while its men are
now 5-3 and 4-1. The visiting
Lady Eagles dropped to 7-2
and 3-2, while the Eagles are
4-6 and 2-3.

In the women’s game, Pearl
River led 2-0 at the intermis-
sion off goals by Christina
Gentry of Horn Lake High and
Chelsea Parsons of Biloxi
High via assists from Parsons
and Kacy Mixon of East
Central High, respectively.

MCC’s Taylor Hanes and
Kristen Morris scored goals in
the second half and things
were knotted up at 2-2 at the
end of regulation. 

That stalemate remained in-
tact after the first 10-minute
OT period, but Gentry scored
the game-winning goal off an
assist from Holly Jackson of
Biloxi High with 22 seconds
left in the second OT to ice the
win.

In the men’s game, Mike

Allizzo of Ocean Springs High
led the way with two goals for
the Wildcats, while Dyllon
Beasley of Presbyterian
Christian High and Austin
Douglas of Gulfport High had
solo scores. Justin Broussard
of Ocean Springs High and
Dillon Ladner of East Central
High had assists.

Meridian’s sole goal was
scored by Evinn Watson off an
assist by Kyle Roblin.

The Wildcats led 2-1 at the
half.

PRCC returns to action
when MACJC non-division
foe Hinds visits Wildcat
Stadium Wednesday, Oct. 2,

for 5 p.m. (women) and 7 p.m.
(men) games.
n ELLISVILLE - Earlier

this season, PRCC split with
Jones County in MACJC
South Division soccer openers
with the Lady Wildcats falling
2-0, while the Wildcats were
4-0 winner behind a four-goal
effort from Mike Allizzo.

PRCC’s women dropped to
2-3 overall and 0-1 in division
play, while its men are now 2-
2 abd 1-0. JCJC’s women are
now 4-0 and 1-0, while its men
are 2-1 and 0-1.

In the women’s game, things
were at a scoreless stalemate at
the half before Danielle
Fortner scored both of the
Lady Bobcats’ goals.

In the men’s game, Allizzo,
a sophomore out of Ocean
Springs High, put The River
up 1-0 in the opening 20 sec-
onds of the contest before
JCJCís Evan Buckely tied it up
minutes later.

In the 30th minute, Allizzo
regained the lead for the
Wildcats only to see Buckley
retie the score at 2-2 in the
78th minute. Alizzo scored his
third goal off a free kick with
1:27 left, then his fourth with
8.9 seconds remaining in the
game.

Upcoming games
Oct. 2 - host Hinds, 5 & 7
p.m.
Oct. 4 - at Northwest, 2 &
4 p.m.
Oct. 8 - host Jones JC, 5 &
7 p.m.
Oct. 12 - at Gulf Coast, 5
& 7 p.m.
Oct. 16 - at Co-Lin, 2 & 4
p.m.
Oct. 19 - host Southwest, 1
& 3 p.m.
Oct. 22 - at Meridian, 5 &
7 p.m.
Oct. 25 - at East Central, 2
& 4 p.m.

Football promotion

The Pearl River Community
College baseball program is set to
host its annual Fall League for
high school players.

The league begins Thursday,
Oct. 10.

Registration will start at 5 p.m.
at Wildcat Stadium followed by a
pro-style showcase.

The participants will be divided
into six teams and play eight fall
games over five weeks. A major
emphasis is placed on improve-
ment through fundamentals and
understanding in game situations.

Each player will receive ade-
quate playing time at their primary
and secondary positions. Teams
will be coached by Wildcat coach-
es and players.

To register fill out the brochure
by clicking on the Fall League tab
on the PRCC Baseball website.

For information contact assis-
tant coach Kyle Lindsey at klind-
sey@prcc.edu. 

PRCC sets up
fall league

Left photo, sophomore Chelsea Parsons (2) of
Biloxi fires a shot on goal in an earlier game this
season. Above, sophomore Dillon Ladner (33) of
East Central battles a Gulf Coast player for posses-
sion of the ball in their South Division matchup. 

One of the newest sports features this
fall has been the weekly “Football
Giants” promotion, previewing each
week’s football game. The promotion is
featured each week on the front of the
PRCC web page. The 30-second pro-
motion was produced by PRCC Film
Productions, under the direction of
Ronn Hague, digital media coordinator.  

Did you know...
n That PRCC won eight state
championships during Coach
Dobie Holden’s 19 seasons (1948-
66) at the school?
n That Holden’s overall record as
head coach of the Wildcats was
140-43-7.
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Members of the 2013 Pearl
River Community College
women’s soccer team in-
clude from left: Front row -
Taylor Scarbrough of
Vancleave, Chelsea
Parsons of Biloxi, Cassidy
Hotchkiss of Biloxi, Hollie
Jackson of Biloxi, Kacy
Mixon of East Central,
Christina Gentry of Horn
Lake, Amanda Jo Solome of
Bay St. Louis, Anna Kae
Frierson of Picayune, Laken
McBroom of Gautier, and
Courtney Caldarelli of Long
Beach. Back row - Assistant
coach Warren Steenkamp,
manager Mary Alice Turner,
Jessica Dexter of Horn
Lake, Alejandra Garcia of
Olive Branch, Natalie
Lechner of Pascagoula,
Victoria Ladd of Biloxi,
Brooke Blackledge of
Northeast Jones, Rachel
Jacobson of Pascagoula,
Karly Mitchell of Poplarville,
Courtney Lechner of
Pascagoula, manager
Shelby Stiglets of
Hattiesburg, and head
coach Jack Byrd.

Photos by 
Mitch Deaver

Members of the 2013
PRCC men’s soccer team
include from left: Front row -
Austin Douglas of Gulfport,
DíQuan Lewis of Bay St.
Louis, Justin Broussard of
Ocean Springs, Jackson
Harlan of George County,
Paul Millette of Pascagoula,
Dillon Ladner of East
Central, Jake Polderman of
Picayune, Jacob Billingsly
of Hattiesburg Sacred
Heart, and head coach Paul
Martin, Back row - Assistant
coach Warren Steenkamp,
manager Kendall Noble,
Logan Tassin of Ocean
Springs, Dyllon Beasley of
Presbyterian Christian,
Joshua Cumberland of
Gulfport, Mike Allizzo of
Ocean Springs, Gerrad
McLaurin of Ocean Springs,
Dylan Garrett of Vancleave,
Blake Steinwinder of Biloxi
St. Patrick, Jay Lang of Oak
Grove, Trey Wesson of
Gulfport, Kyle Ladner of
Gulfport, Ramsey Whitting-
ton of East Central, and as-
sistant coach Micajah
Holland.

ELLISVILLE - Terri Ward,
Pearl River Community
College’s GED counselor,
claimed the top spot in the
Jones Junior College Bobcat
Hall of Fame 5K Run on Sept.
14, the day of the PRCC-JCJC
football game.

Ward took the Overall
Female crown with a time of
21:44. Brian Hartfield won the
Overall Male title with a time
of 20:56.

The Masters Male winner
was Kelvin Smith with a time
of 21:31. The Masters Female
winner was Lara Youngblood
with a time of 25:33.

There were more than 80
participants in the 5K Run/1
Mile Fun Run, which started
at Bobcat Stadium, went
through the JCJC campus, 

PRCC’s Terri Ward crosses
the finish line.

Ward claims Bobcat 
Hall of Fame 5K title

through downtown Ellisville
and ended inside the stadium.

DATE DAY OPPONENT  WHERE TIME
===========================================================
N 1 FR Baton Rouge (La.)   M Baton Rouge 6 PM
N 4 MN William Carey JV   M Poplarville 6:30  PM
N 4 MN Keesler AFB   W Keesler AFB 7:15  PM
N 7 TH Delgado (La.)  Poplarville 5&7 PM
N 14 TH Mississippi Delta Moorhead 5&7 PM
N 18 MN Holmes  Goodman 5&7 PM
N 21 TH William Carey JV   M Poplarville 6:30 PM
D 2 MN Baton Rouge (La.)   M Poplarville 6:30 PM
D 5 TH Hinds  Utica 6&8 PM
D 9 MN East  Central  Poplarville 5&7 PM
D 14 SA Keesler AFB   W Poplarville 2 PM
J 4 SA Delgado (La.)  New Orleans 5&7 PM
J 9 TH Missississippi Delta Poplarville 5&7 PM
J 13 MN Miss. Gulf Coast  Poplarville 5&7 PM
J 16 TH Southwest Miss. Summit 5:30&7:30 PM
J 21 TU Meridian Meridian 5&7 PM
J 23 TH Jones County Poplarville 5&7 PM
J 27 MN Copiah-Lincoln Wesson 6&8 PM
J 30 TH Hinds Poplarville 5&7 PM
F 3 MN East Central Decatur 5:30&7:30 PM
F 6 TH Miss. Gulf Coast Perkinston 6&8 PM
F 10 MN Southwest Miss. Poplarville 5&7 PM
F 13 TH Meridian Poplarville 5&7 PM
F 17 MN Jones County Ellisville 6&8 PM
F 20 TH Copiah-Lincoln Poplarville 6&8 PM
F 24-27 MN-TH MACJC Tourney  North Men TBA
M 5-8  Region 23 Tourney  Clinton TBA
===========================================================

( ) MACJC SOUTH DIVISION GAMES / (M) MEN ONLY

2013-2014
WILDCAT        HOOPS

PEARL RIVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Dramatic post-season changes for softball
are set for the Mississippi Association of
Community & Junior Colleges (MACJC) for
the 2014 season.

The state’s 14 community colleges have
adopted a new playoff format identical to base-
ball’s with an initial best-of-three series (North
No. 1 hosting South No. 4, South No. 1 host-
ing North No. 2, North No. 2 hosting South
No. 3, South No. 2 hosting North No. 3) set for
April 25-26.

The four winners of those series earn berths
in the MACJC State Tournament set for May
2-4 at the highest-seeded North Division
team’s home field. Should only South squads
win the series, the state event will be played at
the highest-seeded South team.

In addition, a new double-elimination set up
will be in place for the state tournament.

The 2014 NJCAA Region 23 Tournament
will be hosted by the highest-seeded South
Division team in the state event. That tourna-
ment will be played May 8-10 at Traceway
Park in Canton, which will also host the
NJCAA National Tournament May 14-17. 

The top two finishers in the regional event
will earn national tournament berths.

Twelve-year Pearl River head coach Leigh
White welcomes the new set up.

“It’s going to be a tremendous boost for our
league,” said White, whose Lady Wildcats
were 2010 MACJC champions. “And particu-
larly the double-elimination part. Last year,
one error on our part sent us home from the
tournament and eliminated us from any chance
at a title.

“I believe every coach in our league will
agree that this is a great move.”

MACJC softball playoff
format changing for 2014 

Saints success will hinge
mostly on that defense

By ANDREW DUTTON
The Drawl Staff Writer

It is a question that many fans including my-
self have asked for many years.

In 2009, not only did they make it to the
Super Bowl, they won the Super Bowl by beat-
ing former Super Bowl champs, the
Indianapolis Colts. The question is will they be
able to do it again this year?

I have watched the Saints in pre-
season matchups against the likes of
the Oakland Raiders, Kansas City
Chiefs, and the Miami Dolphins. I
waited until their second game of
the season against Tampa Bay to
make a proper analysis of their
chances.

I can say that up until Atlanta, the
Saints have been facing teams either
of average caliber (ex: Kansas City
Chiefs) or one of the worst teams in
the league (ex: Oakland Raiders). 

The game with the Atlanta Falcons was the
first time in which they were going to face one
of the better teams in the league.

The Saints proved that they can beat their
greatest rival, even if it was a close victory. I
could go on about how their offense is their
best asset and their defense, while much better
than last year, is still average at best compared
to the likes of the New York Jets or the
Carolina Panthers. 

There is one asset that I think will carry them
to the Super Bowl if the Saints play as hard as
they did last Sunday: Change of momentum. 

At the first quarter of that game, the Falcons
were the better team both offensively and de-

fensively. It seemed like the game was over
from that point as the Saints just couldn’t get it
together. 

Then in the second quarter, in one of the
Saints defense’s shining moments, they forced
a fumble. That resulted in 13 unanswered
points from the Saints and instantly turned the
tide of the game. 

It became apparent that the Saints were
much better at taking advantage of an opportu-

nity and scoring than the Falcons
were. In American football, momen-
tum can be the turning point be-
tween winning and losing a game. It
was  more evident when playing in
Tampa Bay when Drew Brees threw
that interception, which the Bucs
came back with a touchdown and
the game was back and forth for a
good while even to the point of the
Saints almost losing.

There will be games where the
Saints will face a team that is better

than the Falcons. The Saints let a lot of unnec-
essary penalties  happen and their defense
could still use some work. 

If the Saints can improve enough to where
they can force field goals and punts rather than
touchdowns, it will ease the pressure off the of-
fense to deliver. The Saints offense is one of
the best, but it will not be at their best every
week. Sometimes the defense needs to step up
and if they do that like they did on Sunday, I
am very confident that they will make it to the
Super Bowl this year. Winning the Super Bowl
is a whole other matter.  
n Andrew Dutton is a freshman student

from Carriere.

Dutton


