
GED graduation day set
for Thursday, May 22

The Office of Adult Education at Pearl River Community
College will honor the 2013-2014 GED recipients during a cer-
emony at 6 p.m. on Thursday, May 22. 

This graduation ceremony will be held in the Multi-Purpose
room of the Forrest County Center. 

More than 200 adult learners have earned their GED diploma
this school year. We would like to congratulate them on their
achievement. The public is welcome to attend. 

For more information on this event, please call Terri Clark,
GED Counselor, at 601-554-5514.

Nursing ceremony May 9;
program reaccredited

The associate degree nursing program will end the semester
with two ceremonies.

The Alpha Delta Nu honor society induction will be held at 7
p.m. Friday, May 9, at Malone Chapel.

Spring semester graduates will receive their pins in a ceremo-
ny at 7 p.m. Monday, May 12, at the Brownstone Center.
n The PRCC associate degree nursing program has been re-

accredited for five years.
The Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing af-

firmed the accreditation through 2019 when it met in March.
Dr. Arlene Jones is PRCC director of nursing education.

Summer work schedule
four days in summer

Summer registration
dates later this month

At the March meeting of the PRCC Board of Trustees, the
2014 summer work schedule was approved.

This schedule will consist of a four-day work week with all
offices being open Monday through Thursday from 7:30 a.m.
until 5 p.m. with a 45-minute lunch break.

The 2014 summer work schedule will go into effect Monday,
June 2, through Friday, Aug. 1. All campuses will be closed
each Friday during this time.

We will return to our regular five-day schedule on Monday,
Aug. 4, at 8 a.m.

Registration for summer classes will be held from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Tuesday, May 13, and Thursday and Friday, May 15 and
16, on the Poplarville campus.

Forrest County Center registration will be from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Tuesday, May 13.

Hancock Center registration will be from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday, May 15.

Summer night classes begin Monday, May 19. First-term day
classes begin Tuesday, May 27. Second-term day classes begin
Thursday, June 26.

Forrest County Center
sets pinning ceremonies

Three allied health programs at the Forrest County Center have
held or will hold pinning ceremonies before graduation.

The dental hygiene ceremony was held Tuesday, May 6.
The medical radiology ceremony will be at 6 p.m. Friday, May

9, at the Woodall Advanced Technology Center.
The occupational therapy assistant ceremony will be at 6 p.m.

Monday, May 12, at the Woodall Center.

Graduation Day May 14;
Dr. Eric Clark speaker

Pearl River Community College graduation will be held at 10
a.m Wednesday, May 14, at the James Lynn Cartlidge Forrest
County Multipurpose Center in Hattiesburg.

Graduation speaker will be Dr. Eric Clark, executive director of
the Mississippi Community College Board.

Graduates will line up behind the multipurpose center for the
processional.

Graduation has been held in Hattiesburg since Hurricane
Katrina in 2005.  Graduation returns to Poplarville next year.

Gragg Creighton

The String of Pearls dance team at Pearl River Community
College recently won the American Dance and Drill Team
national championship for the pom routine in the large en-
semble category and the national academic championship
against all other community college in the competition
based on the members’ grade point averages. They are,
kneeling from left, Regan al-Jabi, Emily Fleming, both of
Carriere; Breanna Peters of Brandon, Brooke Wactor of
Carriere. Megan Varnado of Picayune, Bridgett Patterson of

Carriere, Emily Rhodes of Hattiesburg, Darion Matthews of
Richton; standing, Gabby Burge of Poplarville, Annakae
Frierson of Picayune, Meghan Witworth of Poplarville,
Reanna Reese, Melissa Dragon, both of Picayune; Carley
Harrell of Poplarville, Victoria Farmer of Picayune, Amber
Pineda of Hattiesburg, Hanna Falls of Picayune, Caitlyn
Herrin of Carriere, Taylor Thames of Waveland, Linzy
Hudson-Kline of Picayune and Taylor Turcotte of Waveland.
See story, page 8.

Students found pathways to success
Gragg made 
her education
priority in life

Creighton 

achieves dream
of bettering self

To meet Tiffany Gragg, now 28,
and soon to graduate from Pearl River
Community College later this month,
you’d never guess the struggles she
experienced growing up.

Many community college alumni
tell inspiring stories about their road
to graduation.

Few can match that of Trevor
Creighton, brought to the United States

Poised and well-spoken, Gragg prefers to talk about her own
family, her goals and her vision for the future, rather than dwell
on years past when she dropped out of school after the ninth
grade, in part because of a troubling home life in Houston,
Texas.

A nice neighborhood and excellent school system were not
enough to overcome her personal obstacles.

“My lack of motivation transpired partly because of turmoil
at home and partly because of my own lack of discipline,” said
Gragg.

She adds that rocky relations with her mom and stepfather
ended with teen homelessness and dropping out of school. The
court terminated her parents’ parental rights. “I landed in the
care of several welcoming families and under the guardianship
of my grandparents,” she said. 

Gragg never considered giving up. “I knew I wanted more for
my life,” she said. 

After dropping out, she began helping at a local church in
Houston, feeding the homeless.  

Meanwhile, she studied and received her GED at 18. Her mo-
tivation was alive and kicking, but a change of scenery was
needed. Enter her grandparents, Bill and Gwen Duckworth, who
lived in Hattiesburg.
n See GRAGG, page 5

by an ill-fated romance and nine years later graduating with
highest honors from Pearl River Community College and re-
ceiving the Jack Kent Cooke Transfer Scholarship to further his
education.

“PRCC has taken me from a factory worker who dreamed of
bettering himself somehow to an extremely high achieving stu-
dent,” Creighton said. “I am so glad I went to PRCC. I feel ex-
tremely fortunate to have experienced what I consider the best
foundation available for my future studies.”

Creighton will represent PRCC well, said Dr. Cecil Burt, vice
president for Forrest County operations.

“We’re so proud of Trevor,” Burt said. “He’s been an outstand-
ing student ever since he enrolled at Pearl River. He’s been very
active in many organizations and a student leader. This scholar-
ship award goes to a very deserving person.”

Creighton, 34, was born in Carrickfergus, 10 miles north of
Belfast, in Northern Ireland, United Kingdom, a town he de-
scribes as ‘steeped in history and historical legends’ and the site
of a thousand-year-old Norman castle. His parents, sister and
brother-in-law and two nephews currently live there.

He moved to Waterloo, N.Y., in 2003 to be with a woman he
met on vacation. The romance fizzled, but Creighton stayed in the
U.S.
n See CREIGHTON, page 5

Carlan wins first in DECA

Pearl River Community College awarded medallions to Honors Institute graduates on May
1. They are, front from left, Nigel H. Simmons of Picayune, Shassidy L. Ramshur of
Columbia, Chelsea E. Gascho of Picayune, Hollie A. Chester of Lumberton, Sarah A. Silver
of Perkinston, Sonya Conerly of Hattiesburg; back row, Marcus R. Petty of Columbia,
Stephen Perry, Trevor Creighton and Sarah Krock, all of Hattiesburg; and Branden D.
Edenfield of Diamondhed. Not pictured are Natalee Baggett Dukes of Sumrall, D’Shanal W.
Fowler of Picayune and Rachel C. Fowler of Purvis. PRCC Public Relations photo

POPLARVILLE - Students in the second
graduating class of the Honors Institute at Pearl
River Community College received medallions
in a ceremony Thursday, May 1, in Poplarville.

The Honors Institute gives intellectually-gift-
ed students the benefits of small, specialized
classes along with field trips and an internship
partnership with the Environmental Protection
Agency at Stennis Space Center. Dr. Stephen
Black directs the institute.

Fourteen Honors Institute students at the
Forrest County Center and the Poplarville cam-
pus will be graduating on May 14.

“I was really shy,” said Sonya Conerly, a
Forrest County Agricultural High School gradu-
ate. “I didn’t feel like my opinion mattered. The
small classes helped me find my voice and
that’s an incredible thing.”

Dr. William Lewis, PRCC president, told the
students that they have helped make the Honors
Institute a greater success than envisioned.

“When we began this effort a couple years
ago, I’ll tell you we had a selfish interest - we
thought it would help us attract some special

students,” Lewis said. “We have taken some
giant steps to make this a reality. We hope that
you have been served well.”

Lewis and graduate Trevor Creighton of
Hattiesburg praised the faculty who teach
Honors courses.

“What makes our Honors Institute so excep-
tional is the instructors,” Creighton said. “It is
the faculty who labor beyond expectations.”

The small classes provide an enhanced setting
for learning, said graduate Chelsea Gascho of
Picayune.

“The thing I value most about the institute is
the environment, being surrounded by people
who value learning as much as I do,” she said.

In addition to Conerly, Creighton and Gascho,
graduates are Sarah Krock and Stephen Perry,
both of Hattiesburg; D’Shanal W. Fowler and
Nigel H. Simmons, both of Picayune; Marcus
R. Petty and Shassidy L. Ramshur, both of
Columbia; Hollie A. Chester of Lumberton,
Natalee Baggett Dukes of Sumrall, Branden D.
Edenfield of Diamondhead, Rachel C. Fowler
of Purvis and Sarah A. Silver of Perkinston.

PRCC Honors Institute 
graduates second class

String of Pearls shine

PRCC’s Collegiate DECA state winners are, from
left, Taylor Walker of Picayune, Josh Carlan of
Leetown, who also won a national first place award,
and Brooke Fulcher of Picayune. Advisor is market-
ing management instructor Delana Harris, far right.

A Pearl River Community
College student returned home from
the National Collegiate DECA con-
ference with a first place award.

Josh Carlan, 20, of Leetown was
part of a four-person team that won
the National Management Institute
Award.

He was teamed with three other
students - none of whom knew each
other previously - to spend two days
on a project.

“Part of the objective is to learn to
work together with a limited
amount of time,” he said. “We had
to create a social media platform for
a famous hip-hop clothing store.”

His team competed against five or
six other groups and worked from
about 9 a.m. to 5 or 6 p.m. both days
and got together again at night.

“I got along well with all the peo-
ple in my group,” Carlan said. “The

only challenge, per se, was we had
to create our presentation and a
three-page paper in two days. The
challenge was the amount of time
we had.”

A Wildcat cheerleader, Carlan
will be back on the PRCC campus
next year and plans to earn a double
degree in marketing management
and a health-related field. While
going to school, he holds down a
job at Koenig Stainless Steel in
Kiln.

“As Josh’s instructor and advisor,
I am so proud of this accomplish-
ment,” said marketing management
instructor Delana Harris, DECA ad-
visor. “This is PRCC’s highest win
at the national level in Collegiate
DECA and is a great honor for Josh
and our institution.” 

Carlan placed first in sports and
entertainment marketing at the state

competition held Feb.
27-28 in Gulfport. Taylor
Walker and Brooke
Fulcher, both of Picayune,
placed first in the state in
the business ethics com-

petition. They competed
nationally but did not
place.

The national conven-
tion was held April 22-27
in Washington, D.C.



N E W S  &  O P I N I O N
May 2014 • Page 2 The Drawl

Pearl River Community College offers equal edu-
cation and employment opportunities. We do not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, religion, color, sex,
age, national origin, veteran status, or disability. For
inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies or
to request accommodations, special assistance, or al-
ternate format publication, please contact Tonia
Moody, ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator, at P.O. Box
5118, Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601 403-1060.

Pearl River Community College is accredit-
ed by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to award as-
sociate degrees. Contact the Commission on
Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
Georgia 30033-4097, telephone 404-679-4500,
or at http://www.sacscoc.org for questions
about the accreditation of Pearl River
Community College. The Commission is only
to be contacted to learn about the accreditation
status of the College, to file a third-party com-
ment at the time of the College’s decennial re-
view, or to file a complaint against the College
with evidence that appears to support non-
compliance with a standard or requirement. All
normal inquiries about the institution, such as
admission requirements, financial aid, educa-
tional programs, etc., should be addressed di-
rectly to Pearl River Community College and
not to the Commission’s office.

Non-discrimination statement

SACS accreditation

By LEIGHTON CHERAMIE
The Drawl Staff Writer

Over the past few years, Pearl River
Community College has not only been a place
of learning for me, but also a place full of great
memories. 

As a freshman, I was blessed with the oppor-
tunity to work with Mrs. LaDona Tyson and to
be a part of the RiverRoad show
choir and PRCC Singers - two
groups that have so many different
individuals that come together to
form one beautiful sound, music.

Not only was I given an opportuni-
ty to sing and use the gift God gave
me for singing going on three years
now, but I was also asked to an-
nounce for a few of our athletic pro-
grams as well. 

I would just like to thank Coach
Richard Mathis, Coach Toby Bush,
Coach Leigh White, and Coach Josh
Hoffpauir, for giving me the opportunity to
work with your programs as the announcer for
what I consider to be the best years of my life.

Pearl River has opened so many doors for so
many people, including myself. Years may pass
but the memories of friendships, events, and
countless smiles will last a life time.

Someone asked me, “Leighton, what does

Pearl River mean to you?”
After pondering that question for a while, I

can proudly say that Pearl River means more
than just books, tests, long lectures; no, PRCC
means more than all of that. 

PRCC means taking PRIDE in what you do
no matter how small it may seem.

RESPECT yourself and all others around you
because if you can’t do that no one can.

Have CLASS even though people
seem to be losing class and dignity.
You don’t have to be on that level. 

Last, maintain your CHARAC-
TER. If you don’t have good charac-
ter, in the end you have nothing but
empty words. 

PRCC may have different mean-
ings to different people, but in the end
one thing is certain, PRCC has been
nothing short of extraordinary to her
past students and will be to future

Wildcats as well.
This is Leighton Cheramie address-

ing you for the last time. We may not know each
other personally but we know each other in
school pride and in the colors Maroon And Gold
forever. 

Stay classy, my friends, and remember, once
a Wildcat always a Wildcat. 
n Leighton Cheramie is a sophomore stu-

dent from Carriere.

Cheramie

Memories at River
will last a lifetime

By GAGE BUTLER
The Drawl Staff Writer

Separation is a key aspect of growing up.
First, it starts with being home alone, then when
you get your car and now, finally, college.

Not everyone deals with leaving their parents
very well, and some find the local nature of a
junior college very appealing. 

Moving from Pearl River
Community College to a major uni-
versity separates you even further
from the safety of home, but for now,
we continue to enjoy it while it lasts. 

With graduation closing in,
though, that time is coming at an end
for some of us. The transition from a
junior college to a university can be a
tough one. 

You might lose the ability to visit
your house, which is no longer 20 or
30 minutes away. Calling your parents
to keep a grasp on home is important, as you
will be all on your own in Starkville or Oxford
or wherever it is you decide to go. 

Many people say the course-load of a univer-
sity is substantially more than at a junior col-
lege, and I believe that simply is not true. 

It is this writer’s belief that the work is not
any different, simply the way that you have to
approach the work changes. You can no longer
wait until the night before to get something

done; it needs to be worked on continuously
over time. 

The work should be viewed as serious, with a
long lasting impact on your future in relation to
your grades. A good way to deal with this issue
is to go speak to a faculty member that has ex-
perience handling major university level course-
work, such as Mr. Walsh or Dr. Williamson. 

Being by yourself in a strange new
place is intimidating for everyone. It
is simply the degree that differs.
Some are inherently capable of walk-
ing into a room and dominating the
social scene, while others stand in the
corner watching everyone.

A good way to make friends quick-
ly is to get involved in things like
clubs, organizations and Greek life. 

Most, if not all, of the friends you
made at the junior college level with
either remain here or go to a different

university, forcing you to partake in
the friend making experience all over again.

Going to a university can be the most thrilling
experience of your life. Everything is bigger
than at a junior college:  the campus and certain-
ly the books. 

If you put a lot of effort into making your
transition from junior college to a university a
pleasurable one, than you will indeed have one
of the best times of your life.
n Gage Butler is a freshman student from

Picayune.

Butler

Leap from junior college 
to university new transition

BY HUNTER BRASWELL
The Drawl Staff Writer

Is the United States in a new cold war? That
is a pretty heady question. Many people would
say yes and just as many would say no. 

I come down on the side of no,
but just barely. The situation we cur-
rently find ourselves in with the
Russians has many of the same
components as the cold war: Most
noticeably proxy wars around the
globe and geopolitical battles across
the world. 

Fortunately, we are missing key
ingredients from the cold war - an
uncontrollable arms race and the
ever present threat of nuclear anni-
hilation.

Unfortunately, we are getting our butts
kicked in every proxy battle from Syria to the
most recent in Ukraine. We are also losing
most every political battle with Russia these

days. 
I liken the situation to the struggle between

an unruly toddler and a push-over parent.
Vladimir Putin being the unruly child and
President Obama being the push-over parent. 

Putin continues to push the line and Obama
continues to say there will be conse-
quences if you do this or that and
like a parent who counts to three,
then five, and then ten but never
punishing the child, Obama’s threats
have become meaningless.

This is a horrible president that
does immeasurable damage to the
strength and status of the United
States. It will take either drastic ac-
tion or a very long time to walk the
line back and restore American

prowess. 
Hopefully, the next administration has the

where with all to start reversing the trend.
n Hunter Braswell is a sophomore stu-

dent from Hattiesburg. 

Braswell

Is the U.S. in new cold war?

By CHRISTOPHER BARRON
The Drawl Staff Writer

Some classes can be a little harder than oth-
ers. Most students can’t be good in all fields of
study.

That being said, students are still
required to take such courses if they
wish to graduate from PRCC. 

That is all fine and dandy; it is the
foundation to every student’s career
so that they may have a base under-
standing to all subjects, even ones
that do not pertain to their major.

As it is come to expect, some peo-
ple need a little help in those sub-
jects. Those students can either
buckle down and try real hard, which
is a good tactic. Or they can seek tutoring.

The Student Support Services is a prime ex-
ample. The Student Support Services helps in
more ways than one.

First off, if you are having trouble in a spe-
cific course, the center can provide you with a
one-on-one tutor who is a student and has
taken the class you need help in. 

I myself was in need of tutoring and went to
the Student Support Services. 

They provided me with a tutor
who has really helped me to turn the
class around.

As well as providing tutoring,
they also hire students who have
taken a specific course and got an A
in the course and pay them to tutor
students and help them to succeed.

The Student Support Services of-
fers a wide range of help students.
All students have to do is come on

over to the Student Support Services
center to talk to someone and see what they
can do to help you to succeed.

n Christopher Barron is a sophomore
student from Carriere.   

Barron

Student Support Services
can be a valuable asset

Above, students in Skills USA
hosted a cookout April 15 to raise
money to send architechtural
drafting student Brooke Fulcher of
Lumberton, masonry student
Travis Moore of Lumberton and
helper Theo Jones of Shubuta to
national Skills USA competition in
June in Kansas City, Mo. Left
photo, Spenser Moore of Carriere
tastes a piece of sausage he was
grilling. Behind him is masonry in-
structor Porter Soley.

Skills USA cookout

By SHAQUELL THOMAS
The Drawl Staff Writer

Well Wildcats, it has been a lovely two
years. I have learned so much here at Pearl
River.  My time here has taught me
patience and understanding. 

I came to Pearl River with my life
already planned out; I knew each
step that I was going to make before
I even made it. But things always
seemed to have a mind of their own.

I have learned that you don’t al-
ways succeed and maybe at times
it’s for the best. As I sit and reflect
upon my time here I have noticed
that with everything that I thought
had gone wrong I gained something
better.  

I am still trying to find my way but that’s
okay because plans don’t always go your way.
My faith has been tested numerous amount of

times but that did not stop me.  I have had my
family and friends to keep me going and I am
truly thankful. 

When I was at my lowest trying to find my
way, not only did I have those people but I had
my family here at PRCC. What I have noticed

about the people that I’ve met is that
they have pushed me, pushed me to
be better and encouraged me when I
was down. Thank you, PRCC family. 

I am graduating this month. These
two years went by fast and I have no
regrets; all I have is my gratitude to-
wards others. This letter or article
whatever you prefer to call it, is my
way of saying Thank you. Thank
you for being there. 

There is no need to list anyone.
You all know who you are. Once

again: Thank You to all.
n Shaquell Thomas is a sophomore stu-

dent from Hattiesburg.

Thomas

Thank you, Pearl River

Good-bye to The River
By TRACEY ROGERS

The Drawl Staff Writer

Hey, I’m Tracey Rogers and this is the last time
you will hear from me in The Drawl newspaper.

I will be going to William Carey University this
fall to get my bachelor of science in
Mass Communications. I love writing
so much. I can’t wait to further my ca-
reer and degree.

I want to be a sports reporter for
football or even the rodeo circuit.

But I don’t know about traveling.
I’ve never flown in an airplane or been
on a train before.

Writing is something I enjoy very
much. Maybe one day I’ll be a famous
author or famous journalist. I can’t be-

lieve how my time at Pearl River Community
College has flown by. I have been writing for The
Drawl for two semesters.

Thanks, Mrs. Peggy, Mrs. Shelly Kim, and
Sarah (bookstore staff), and Kellsey Weeks (best
friend) for being there and believing in me.

Ya’ll are like family to me. I’m
going to miss every single one of all. I
want to say a special thank you to the
best teacher in the world, Mrs. Angie
Barber. Thanks for believing in me.
You are a dear friend. I thank God I
had a teacher like you. I’m going to
miss you.

Well, it’s been fun at PRCC, but I
have to say “Good-Bye River.”
nTracey Roger is a freshman stu-

dent from Picayune.Rogers

By DONNA L. O’QUINN
Assistant Director of Financial Aid

As a college financial aid administrator for 26
years, I completely understand how frustrating,
irritating, and utterly flabbergasting it can feel
sometimes for students and/or their parents to
complete the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid, or FAFSA, each year so that we fi-
nancial aid personnel can determine students’
eligibility for federal student aid programs. 

We as administrators feel the same way when
regulations concerning the administration of
federal aid programs change every year and
sometimes even throughout an award year, so
believe me, we feel your pain.

It does matter, however, whether or not you
complete the FAFSA. By not completing the
FAFSA, you may be missing out on the oppor-
tunity to qualify for what could be thousands of
dollars to help pay for your college education.

The online FAFSA has gotten a lot easier over
the last few years to complete. It takes most peo-
ple approximately 23 minutes to complete, and
there are help drop down boxes provided
throughout the application to assist you in the
process of completing the form.

Most importantly, remember, there is no in-
come cut-off figure for eligibility to qualify for
some form of federal student aid.

The U.S. Department of Education awards
about $150 billion a year in grants, work-study,
and low-interest loans to more than 15 million
students each year. To qualify for these pro-

grams, you must complete the FAFSA.
The most common mistakes students and/or

their parents make with regard to the FAFSA are
listed here. Hopefully, these will assist you in
preventing issues that may delay the processing
of your application for the 2014-2015 year. 

Not Completing the FAFSA
If you do not complete the FAFSA, you will

not know if you qualify for any form of federal
aid.  In  addition, all students and their parents
should be aware that their information is pro-
tected under the Family Education Right to
Privacy Act. 

1. Not Being Prepared
Students and/or their parents should have all

relevant information on hand required for com-
pleting the FAFSA. There is a new option avail-
able to import your tax information from the
IRS directly  into the FAFSA application.

2. Not Reading Carefully
You want to rush through this complicated

looking form and just finish it to get it over
with! I get that. But when it comes to complet-
ing the FAFSA, I promise you, you want to read
each question carefully. A lot of delays are
caused from mistakes that could have been eas-

ily avoided if questions had just been answered
correctly.

3. Inputting Incorrect Information
The FAFSA is an official government form.

Your must enter your information as it appears
on official government documents like your
birth certificates and social security cards.

4. Not Reporting Parent Information
Even if you are self-sufficient and pay your

own bills, you may still be considered a depend-
ent student by the U.S. Department of
Education for federal student aid purposes and
you must provide parent information on the
FAFSA.

5. Not Using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool
The most difficult part of finishing the

FAFSA can be completing the financial infor-
mation. Now, thanks to a direct link to the IRS,
students and parents who are eligible can auto-
matically transfer tax information into the
FAFSA using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool. 

6. Not Signing the FAFSA
Student and parents can answer every ques-

tion that is asked on the FAFSA, but if you do
not properly sign it, the form will never be
processed. It is important that students and a
parent apply for PIN number at
www.pin.ed.gov. 

This will allow both students and a parent to
sign the FAFSA immediately online when the
FAFSA is submitted.

Congratulations!  I hope this has helped you
successfully fill out the 2014-2015 Free
Application for Federal Student Aid.

FAFSA time here again, folks YEA!
Stay in touch
The Office of Financial Aid at PRCC in
Poplarville is open from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday, during the sum-
mer semester for student assistance.  
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By TIFFANY TUCKER
The Drawl Staff Writer

Often times, our school goes unnoticed.  Even
more often, our school is not respected, and it is
viewed as inferior to many universities.  

Today, I am here to tell you that the students
at Pearl River Community College
are the cream of the crop, and it is
time to be proud to be a Wildcat.
Over the past few months, some of
our students have been recognized
for their superior academic perform-
ance and community involvement.

At Regional Convention for Phi
Theta Kappa, both the Iota Mu chap-
ter of Poplarville and the Beta Tau
Gamma chapter of Hattiesburg
placed in several categories.  

The chapters participate in two proj-
ects known as Honors in Action and College
Project.  Honors in Action consists of 10 differ-
ent themes each year, and each chapter choses a
theme to explore.  Beta Tau Gamma explored
Theme 9: I Know What I Like: Competition and
the Arts, and won best in their category. Iota Mu
explored Theme 4: Everybody Wants to Rule
the World: Competition and Politics.

They also won best in category.  Beta Tau
Gamma came in 10th place for the Honors in

Action Award, 9th for the College Project
Award, and achieved Five Star Status.

In addition, Dr. Terri Ruckel, a Beta Tau
Gamma advisor, received the Horizon Award
for Advisors.  Dr. Ryan Ruckel, also a Beta Tau
Gamma advisor, was recognized as runner up
for the Bennie Warren Outstanding Award for

Advisors.
Jana Causey was awarded Most

Distinguished Alumnus. 
Furthermore, the chapter was re-

elected as Regional Webmaster. 
The Iota Mu chapter also achieved

Five Star Status. They were runner
up for the Honors in Action
Presentation Award, placed 7th for
Honors in Action, and placed 9th as a
Most Distinguished Chapter Finalist.  

Trevor Creighton of Beta Tau
Gamma and Tiffany Tucker of Iota Mu

received The Order of the Golden Key, a presti-
gious award for Phi Theta Kappa members.
Two students from both chapters were also se-
lected to be members of The All-Mississippi
Academic Team. 

These students, Sonya Conerly, Tiffany
Gragg, Jansen Owen, and Tiffany Tucker, were
the recipients of this honor. 
n Tiffany Tucker is a sophomore student

from Diamondhead.

Tucker

Let it be known: PRCC 
students ‘cream of the crop’  

New members of the Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi Theta Kappa international honor
society were inducted March 24 at the Forrest County Center of Pearl River Community
College. They include from left: Seated - Molly Dirr of Cincinnati, Ohio, Kalon Hillman of
Richton, Dawn Smith of Hattiesburg, Shamiraca Williams of Hattiesburg, Maggie Brannan
of Petal, Brandi Mixon of Meraux, La., Ashley Calcote of Ocean Springs, Samantha Early
of Radford, Va., and Keegan Hall of Hattiesburg. Back row - Alex Howarth of Columbia,
Derick Minor of Sumrall, Phillip Bedwell of Hattiesburg, Brantley Steen of Kosciusko,
Stefani Shoja of Hattiesburg, Samuel Bedwell of Hattiesburg, Forcithea Crosier of New
Orleans, and Ishimine Goins of Hesperia, Calif. PRCC Public Relations photo

The Ioa Mu Chapter in Poplarville is shown receiving its International Distinguished Award
for Theme 4: Everybody Wants to Rule the World: Competition and Politics at the Hallmark
Awards Gala. Pictured from left: Darion Matthews of Richton, a national PTK representative,
Iota Mu advisor Stephanie Lee, Hannah Bowman of Poplarville, Tiffany Tucker of
Diamondhead and Dr. Justin Williamson, Iota Mu advisor. The Iota Mu chapter also
achieved Five Star Status. They were runner up for the Honors in Action Presentation
Award, placed 7th for Honors in Action, and 9th as a Most Distinguished Chapter Finalist.  

For fifteen students, three faculty advisors, and one distinguished administrator, Phi Theta
Kappa’s Annual Convention in Orlando, Florida from April 24-26 was an experience like
none other! Beta Tau Gamma, Forrest County Center’s PTK group, attended the three-
day event which provides opportunities for advisor and student engagement, networking
opportunities with other high achieving students from all across the nation, and a chance
to hear thought-provoking nationally-recognized speakers.

Phi Theta
Kappa
Convention
tidbits

The convention featured the presentation of awards which recognize achievements of individual chapters. This year,
Beta Tau Gamma was honored to receive three national awards. First, Dr. Cecil Burt, Vice President for Forrest
County Operations, was selected as a Distinguished College Administrator and received a commemorative medal-
lion during a special luncheon prior to being introduced during an open session to more than 4,000 Phi Theta Kappa
members and advisors. Dr. Ryan L. Ruckel received the 2014 Distinguished Advisor Award, and was honored dur-
ing the Association of Chapter Advisors Luncheon and the Hallmark Awards Gala. Jana Causey, Assistant Vice
President of Forrest County Center, was recognized with the Alumni Award of Appreciation.



By TERRI CLARK
Adult Education/ GED Counselor 

I had the opportunity to run
(and finish) the Boston
Marathon in 2013. Yes, the
year of the tragic Boston
bombing, I was there.

Now it’s been a year.
The world watched last

month as the nation’s top run-
ners set out to run this historic
race. Runners had one thing
one their mind, to finish 26.2
miles proving Americans are
strong and resilient.

I think this year,
people were want-
ing to prove “you
can’t stop me.”
What a great men-
tality as you enter
this challenging race. 

I did not go back
to Boston this year.
My “Boston Mon-
day run” was with
my middle sister
around a lake in her
subdivision. She has run
Boston before and knows first-
hand the challenge of the
course. 

We chatted about the course,
the lead runners, and our desire
to go back. 

Or do we have that desire? 
You see, Boston changed me

as a runner last year. Before
Boston, my running was prob-
ably my main identity. If you

knew me, you knew I lived by
a training plan. And that Excel
spreadsheet was always in
“hands reach.”

I had goals (which I think
are still great to have) and even
a bomb couldn’t stop me from
reaching those goals.

Or maybe it did? I complet-
ed Boston. Before the bomb.
But maybe the bomb “com-
pleted” or “ended” my over the
top, and slightly OCD training.

I now run for enjoyment. If
you see me, you will still see a

pair of running
shoes within hands
reach. Especially on
these nice spring af-
ternoons. 

However, you
will not see an
Excel spreadsheet,
food journal, or an
ice pack because of
my daily aches.
Running is different
now.
I still like to push

myself, race as often as possi-
ble, and especially enjoy the
fun of running with others.
Will I ever line back up to run
the Boston Marathon again? I
hope so. 

For this year, I will run the
beauty of our South
Mississippi roads and enjoying
every step. 

Get out there and do the
same! Your road awaits.
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Sigma Kappa Delta, Pearl River Community College’s English Honor Society, Alpha
Epsilon chapter, held its induction ceremony April 14 at the Forrest County Center.
Inductees included from left: Front row - Charla Luvene of Hattiesburg, Jessica Hobold of
Sumrall, Shamiraca Williams of Hattiesburg, Wren Russell and Dawn Smith, both of
Sumrall. Back row - Sara Gibson, chapter secretary; Robert Rogness of Petal, Gonzalo
Cardova of Hattiesburg, Michael Byron of Petal, Eli Bedwell of Sumrall, Matt Steen of
Kosciusko, Sonya Conerly, chapter vice president; and Mason King, chapter president.
Not pictured is Emily Gardner of Prentiss.

Sigma Kappa Delta

More than 250 students visited 20 booths during the annual spring College Fair at the
Forrest County Center. Above photo, PRCC student Stefani Shoja of Hattiesburg discuss-
es some options with Kathrin White (left), admissions counselor at William Carey
University. Below photo, PRCC students Laken Arrington of Petal and Shamiraca
Williams of Hattiesburg look over recruitment materials provided by Timothy Hopkins
(left), admissions counselor at the University of Southern Mississippi. 

College Fair Day

Boston Marathon:
Year anniversary,
chance to move on

Clark

PTK silent auction

Phi Theta Kappa’s silent-auction fundraiser April 7 at
Bianchi’s in Hattiesburg raised more than $1,300 to help de-
fray expenses for PTK’s trip to the national convention in
Orlando, Fla. in late April. Above photo, PTK students who
helped with the event include from left: Front row - Sarah
Krock, Maggie Brannan and Shay Williams of Hattiesburg;
Ashley Calcote of Ocean Springs; Sonya Conerly and
Andrew Willoughby of Hattiesburg, and Phillip Bedwell of
Bellevue. Back row - Stephen Perry of Hattiesburg, Stefani

Shoja and Laiken Arrington of Petal, Tiffany Gragg and
Crystal Windham of Hattiesburg, Eli Bedwell of Bellevue
and Trevor Creighton of Hattiesburg. Below left photo, PTK
alumni who helped with the auction were from left: Chelsee
Johnson, Eddie Hodges and Carolyn Lucas and Pam
Snyder of Hattiesburg, and Andy Sims of Petal. Below right
photo, Dr. Cecil Burt, Vice President for Forrest County
Operations, places a bid on a baseball signed by former
Major League Baseball star pitcher Nolan Ryan.

The Forrest County Center of Pearl River
Community College presented awards to top
students on Tuesday, May 6.

The Citizenship Awards went to Louie
Forsmark of Petal and Kayla McClendon of
Hattiesburg.

Sonya Conerly and Tiffany Gragg, both of
Hattiesburg, were recognized for their selection
to the Phi Theta Kappa All-Mississippi
Academic Team.

Subject area awards went to:
n Anatomy and physiology/microbiology -

Lexus Brooke Rogers of Hattiesburg.
n Chemistry - Melissa Smith of Hattiesburg.
n Communications - Louie Forsmark of

Petal.
n Computer science - Mason Sanders of

Hattiesburg
n Criminal justice, academic - Kimberly Ann

Alexander of Hattiesburg.
n Criminal justice, technical - Timothy

Beasley of Richton.
n Dental assisting technology - Le Ann

Griffith of Prentiss.
n Dental hygiene technology - Nhi Le of

díIberville.
n Development studies - Carlos Stewart of

Hattiesburg.
n Electronics technology - Edward Hamilton

of Foxworth.
n English - Trevor Creighton of Hattiesburg.

n Geography - Christiana Whitley of
Hattiesburg.
n Health and fitness - Katelyn Slade of

Purvis.
n Heating, air condition and refrigeration -

James Steven Mahood of Carson.
n History - Emily Corrine McIntyre of

Hattiesburg.
n Mathematics - Sonya Conerly of

Hattiesburg.
n Medical laboratory technology - Stephanie

Rivas of Carriere.
n Medical radiologic technology - Andrew

Stringer of Foxworth.
n Occupational therapy assistant - Rebecca

Hopper of Long Beach.
n Office systems technology - Judy Carter of

Hattiesburg.
n Philosophy/religion - Mason Sanders of

Hattiesburg.
n Physical therapist assistant technology -

Cherish McClain of Starkville.
n Psychology - Jessica Leigh Hobold of

Sumrall.
n Practical nursing - Christian Andrews

Ritchie of Hattiesburg.
n Spanish - Tiffany Moreno of Hattiesburg.
n Welding - Samuel Robbins of Columbia.
n Writing - Sarah Gibson of Petal, first;

Timothy Freeman of Petal, second; and Andrew
Willoughby of Hattiesburg, third.

Awards Day at Forrest County

By LISA PALCHAK
FCC Learning Lab Coordinator

Traditionally, when we think of conducting
experiments, we imagine being in a lab.
However, a new and exciting way to conduct
experiments is on the rise. 

This new form of experimentation is called
mathematical modeling. 

In mathematical modeling, we use mathe-
matical language and concepts to create mod-
els that reflect phenomena that occur in the
natural world, and implement the computer to
analyze data.  Mathematical modeling is not
only used in physics and engineering, but can
be applied to virtually any field.  

One form of mathematical modeling uses
differential equations. Generally speaking,
these are equations that describe the way the
world works.  

Some examples of differential equations are
motion of fluids, dissipation of heat, and in-
crease or decrease in a population.  What char-
acterizes this type of equation is the fact that it
uses derivatives, which are a fundamental con-
cept in calculus that describe the rate a partic-
ular variable is changing.  

Another form of differential equations, par-

tial differential equations, considers not just
one derivative, but multiple derivatives. As
one can probably imagine, considering many
variables can make these equations difficult to
solve, especially by hand.

Therefore, we take these mathematical mod-
els and use established computing techniques
and algorithms to analyze the data. The com-
puter crunches the numbers, and then we are
left to interpret our results. This form of prob-
lem solving is commonly known as scientific
computing.  

With computing power constantly increas-
ing, we have the technological capabilities to
yield high resolution models. Since we must
consider computation time and expense, we
have a field in mathematics dedicated to creat-
ing and improving these established tech-
niques and algorithms for solving these mod-
els; this field is called numerical analysis.

There are always exciting things happening
in the world of scientific computing from mod-
els of facial expression conveying emotion, to
new encryption codes inspired by human biol-
ogy. 

For more information on interesting articles
regarding scientific computing, check out
www.scientificcomputing.com. 

Lecture series
Topic: How computers are used in mathematics:

A look into scientific computing

Lisa Palchak, Learning Lab Coordinator at the Forrest County Center, addresses faculty
and students during the final Lecture series of the year.
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Spring Fling at the Forrest County Center on April 15 featured pulled-pork sandwiches as
part of a Phi Theta Kappa fund raiser. Serving the food were PTK students Phillip
Bedwell of Sumrall (center) and Michael Byron (right) of Petal.

Phi Theta Kappa sophomore Maggie Brannan of Petal (right) face paints Ebony Hughes
of Meridian during Spring Fling activities.

Left photo, one highlight of the Spring Fling was the introduction of PRCC’s first lady,
Cecelia Burtress (aka: Vice President Dr. Cecil Burt), escorted down the steps here by
PRCC student Trevor Creighton of Hattiesburg. Speculation is that Cecelia was PRCC’s
first pageant winner in the school’s founding year of 1909!!! Center photo, contestants in
the womanless beauty pageant during Spring Fling included from left: PRCC students
Brennon Windham of Hattiesburg, Lucas Martin of Tylertown, Bradford Moore of

Hattiesburg, Stephens Taylor and Justin Hill of Petal,  Michael McArthur of Columbia and
Jeremy Ducksworth of Mendenhall. Taylor was crowned the pageant winner. Right photo,
the math and English departments conducted a Hula Hoop contest during Spring Fling.
Here, Keyanna Griffin of Hattiesburg (left) encourages her friend, Grenetta Edwards of
Hattiesburg to keep the Hula Hoop up as long as possible. PRCC Public Relations pho-
tos.

Spring Fling activities

By DR. BENNY HORNSBY
Special to The Drawl

To paraphrase the 16th century
English poet, John Donne (1572-
1631): “Ask not for whom the bell
tolls; it tolls for ME.”

I’m sorry to report that this is my
last column for The Drawl, as I will
be retiring at the end of this semester.
I am already working full-time as
Chair of the Psychology Department
and Director of Institutional Research
at William Carey University 

In this final column, I want to share
a few of the many reasons that I have
enjoyed being at Pearl River for the
past several years .Since I no longer
have a horse in the race,  I can say
what I want to.

Being raised just up Highway 11 in
Lumberton, attendance at Pearl River
Junior College always seemed like an

unobtainable goal to me. Finishing at
the bottom of my high school class in
1959 didnít help, so joining the mili-
tary was about my only option. 

When I retired from active duty 36
years later, I still wanted to attend
what was now Pearl River
Community College, so I enrolled in
the Auto Mechanics program.

That was probably the two most en-
joyable years of my life. My instruc-
tors were wonderful: Mr. Richard
Byrd, Mr. Tom Hall, Mr. Austin
Barrett, and Mr. Brad Barrett. These
gentlemen know more about automo-
biles and how to teach young men and
women than any four men alive.

Later, I became a Sociology teacher
at the Forrest County Center (FCC),
and I had the pleasure of working for
Dr. Cecil Burt, who is Pearl River’s
longest tenured employee, Mrs. Susan
Donohue, and more recently, Ms.

Jana Causey. Again, these individuals
were wonderful to work for. They
give you what you need and let you
do your job.

I loved my fellow teacher “family”
at the Forrest County Center. Some of
them are so smart that they are a little
crazy, but everyone is co-
operative, goes out of
their way to help you, and
truly has the best interest
of the student in mind. 

Likewise, the entire
staff at the FCC is first
rate and works very effi-
ciently and effectively as
a team.

I’ve saved the best for
last: the student. We have
a unique student popula-
tion at the FCC, although
we are getting more “traditional” as
the enrollment increases. 

Many of our students are older;
they are single parents; they are veter-
ans; they are working one or some-
times two jobs in order to attend
school; they are often first-generation
college students; they are focused and
determined to make something of

themselves. The word
“blue-collar” comes to
mind. 

In short, they KNOW
why they are in school. It’s
a pleasure to walk into a
class full of students like
that.

After all that, why
leave? Well, I am 72.

I’ve been at Pearl River
in one form or another for
14 years; I’m used to mov-

ing every three years in the
military. It just seemed like it was
time to go. You have to know when to

hold them and when to fold them. I
believe you should always quit when
you are ahead, and before the Man
taps you on the shoulder and tells you
it’s time to go home. 

At Carey, I’ve got the psychology
covered, as I’ve have been teaching
there at night and during the summer
for at least 10 years. 

What is interesting is that the
President has tasked me with starting
some new programs - in Gerontology,
and possibly in Chaplaincy. 

The Institutional Research is going
to be more problematic.  Overall, I
guess you could say I was looking for
some new challenges, but, in my
heart, I will always be a Wildcat.

Speaking of John Donne, I hope I
don’t end up saying about my depar-
ture what he said about his marriage
to his wife, Anne: “John Donne; Anne
Donne; Undone.”

Dr. Hornsby

Why I have enjoyed teaching at PRCC

GRAGG

CREIGHTON

Tiffany Gragg is pictured with her husband Brandon and
their two daughters, Isabella Angelle, 6, and Ava Joy, 4. 

n FROM page 1
He and his wife, Jolene, mar-

ried in 2008 and moved to
Hattiesburg in 2011 for her to
pursue a doctoral degree at the
University of Southern
Mississippi. Trevor Creighton
began working at Excel
Injection Molding in
Hattiesburg and, reaching his
30’s, took stock of his life.

“I decided that I should give
education a shot and, perhaps,
forge a better life for myself,” he
said. “I didn’t do well in my last
few years of high school in the
North of Ireland and did not ex-
pect to do well academically.”

He earned his GED through
PRCC’s free classes. Although
he finished in the top percentile
of his class, Creighton still did-
n’t think he was academically
gifted. Considering a career-tech

program as the “best bang for
the buck,” he enrolled in the
electronics program at the
Forrest County Center and took
algebra and sociology during the
summer of 2012.

“Two major things happened
that summer,” he said. “The first
was that I discovered I loved
learning and wouldn’t be satis-
fied not pursuing some type of
education that would challenge
me.”

He credits Teresa Loper who
coaxed him through initial alge-
bra troubles and sociology in-
structor Michelle Donohue for
boosting his confidence in his
academic ability.

“The second thing that hap-
pened that summer is that Dr.
Joe Wesley, who advised me in
class selection, noticed I had an
ACT score of 26,” Creighton
said.

Wesley encouraged him to
contact Dr. Terri Ruckel and Dr.
Ryan Ruckel about the Honors
Institute. The Ruckels spent an
hour on the phone convincing
Creighton he could succeed aca-
demically.

“The Ruckels have since
guided me with a passion akin to
parents directing an only child
who they love unconditionally,”
he said. “They have encouraged,
pushed, challenged and loved
me.”

Since that initial encounter,
Creighton has become an
Honors Institute student with a
4.0 GPA, a member and region-
al officer of Phi Theta Kappa
and president of the Forrest
County Student Government
Association.

The Jack Kent Cooke
Transfer Scholarship for gradu-
ates of two-year colleges is sim-

ilar to the Rhodes or Fulbright
scholarships for four-year grad-
uates. More than 3,700 students
applied for the 85 scholarships
awarded. Creighton is the only
recipient from a Mississippi col-
lege.

“The award considers aca-
demic achievement, persistence
and financial need, among other
factors,” said Dr. Ryan Ruckel.
“We are, of course, supremely
proud.”

The scholarship will pay up to
$30,000 annually for three years
as Creighton furthers his educa-
tion. He has been accepted by 15
or so schools but is leaning to-
wards Millsaps College or
Columbia University in New
York to pursue a creative writing
degree.

“I have always loved story-
telling,” he said. “I grew up
among storytellers as my people

are known for their ability to tell
a ‘yarn.’ Around every corner, it
seems there is something whose
story has been forgotten, allow-
ing for creative wonderings and
‘what-ifs’. 

“I never considered that writ-
ing could be a career, which is
an example of my ignorance,
but when I took my first creative
writing class and researched var-
ious writing-related jobs I knew
instantly that I never wanted to
be separated from the writing
community again if possible.”

Creighton credits PRCC with
his success and that of fellow
students.

“I had no clue that what I have
achieved was possible,” he said.
“PRCC’s honors faculty have
been exceptional, the wider fac-
ulty are the most student-cen-
tered instructors I could imagine
and the adjuncts consistently go

way beyond and above what is
required of them. The adminis-
tration have been nothing but
supportive of me and have al-
ways been available. I have
made friends here that I will rely
on professionally for the rest of
my life.

“I may be achieved and I may
be an intelligent, capable student
who has a bright future but I am
also a product of PRCC and the
foundation I have received here
is integral to any academic suc-
cess that I might realize. This is
proven by the fact that I am not
a stand-alone success. 

“Many of my peers will not
pay a cent for their bachelor’s
degrees and others have been
accepted to institutions such as
Columbia University in New
York City. I never dreamed that
I would be considered one of
such an inspiring group.”

n FROM page 1
They suggested she enroll in

classes at Pearl River’s Forrest
County Center, and offered their
support. Some classes were a
struggle at first. Mathematics
was the biggest challenge. 

“Math has always been a
struggle for me,” she said. “I
had to take remedial math class-
es before taking college algebra.
It has become a joke with my
friends, that math is a thorn in
my side, as it is the only B grade
Iíve earned since enrolling at
Pearl River.”

Truth be known, her initial
goals at PRCC were simple
ones: Just make it through one
class at a time. “With my lack of
education and past struggles, I
wasn’t sure I could do much
else,” she said.

Fast forward to today, and
Gragg’s accomplishments at
PRCC would make any parent
proud. Consider:
n She is president of the Phil

Theta Kappa Honor Society
chapter at FCC.
n She is a member of Sigma

Kappa Delta English Honor
Society for two-year colleges.
n She carries a grade-point

average that regularly earns her
a place on the President’s List.
n She was also named to the

All-Mississippi Academic
team.

Indeed, she has been a driv-
ing force behind the PTK chap-
ter’s Five-Star status, placing in
the top 50 out of 1,600 chapters
worldwide, and being awarded
the most improved chapter in
the region.

She stayed the course, but ad-
mits she had some help from
PRCC instructors who, she
says, showed a personal interest
in her success. Two of those in-
structors were Drs. Ryan and
Terri Ruckel.

“Dr. (Terri) Ruckel personally
recruited me to join Phi Theta
Kappa,” said Gragg. “I believe
that becoming involved in the
honor society made all the dif-
ference in my personal journey.” 

Her move to Hattiesburg has
been good for her in other
ways.

In her opinion, the experi-
ence of balancing her personal
life, academic life and profes-
sional life has prepared her for
the next step in her education.
That is to attend a university
and pursue Bachelor’s and
Master’s degrees in English.
Her long-range goal is to be a
teacher. Dr. Terri Ruckel is on
her side.

“Tiffany without question
presents herself as polished and
professional in every way,” said
Dr. Ruckel. “She is an excellent
communicator and has served
Phi Theta Kappa with the poise
and confidence of someone
with far more than two years of
education under her belt.
Tiffany is going places.”

Gragg believes she has a
message for students, especial-
ly non-traditional ones who
face tremendous adversity in
achieving their dream of educa-
tion.

“I was once a high school
dropout,” she said. “Now, there
are few things I value above my
education. I consider it a privi-

lege to sit in the classroom. I
am excited to learn new things
and expand my horizons. I was
not always that way.

“There was a time in my life
where I let circumstances and
people cloud my judgment and
rob my future of opportunity. I
know what it’s like to struggle
and overcome. I believe that as
an educator my experience will
be my greatest asset.”

She persevered with a burn-
ing desire to succeed. But she
wasn’t alone in her drive.

“When can a student call
upon a PhD level instructor for
academic or scholarship help
any time, day or night?” said
Gragg. “Where else do faculty
members and staff give so
freely of their resources? I can’t
believe that this is normal. I
can’t believe that this would be
the case anywhere else. 

“I must admit I’ve been
stunned at the level of commit-
ment to the student body that
PRCC shows. I would not trade
my experience at PRCC for
anything.”

She met her husband,
Brandon, and they have two
daughters, Isabella Angelle, 6,
and Ava Joy, 4. Brandon is a
partner in Escape to Shape, a
traveling fitness spa.

If that wasn’t enough, she
also works as a realtor and vice
president of Crye-Leike
Signature One Realty in
Hattiesburg. She handles every-
thing from recruiting and train-

ing agents, to marketing, to
managing the office staff and
auditing files. She’s been the
top-producing agent in her of-
fice for the past two years.

“My family has been my mo-
tivation,” said Gragg. “Juggling
work, school and family is
something that many non-tradi-
tional students do every day. I
am not unique. Yet this is a task
I have learned to balance well.”
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Pearl River Community College students named to Who’s Who in American Community
Colleges 2013-14 are, seated from left, Megan Scronce of Petal, Victoria Salinger of
Picayune, Dominica Melton of Poplarville, Shassidy Ramshur of Columbia, Virginia Mitchell
of Purvis, Hollie Chester of Lumberton, Kimberly Arnold of d’Iberville, Desmond Edmonson
of Quitman; standing, Allen Holifield of Laurel, Branden Edenfield of Diamondhead, Eusebio
Medina of Oak Grove, Miranda Rutherford of Bay St. Louis, Reese Gill of Diamondhead,
Ethan Martin of Pisgah, Victoria Farmer of Picayune, Ashley Chasez of Waveland and
Jonathan Kelly of Poplarville. Not pictured are Heather Black of Carriere, Rachel Fowler
and Adam Nicolosi, both of Purvis; Kadijah Johnson of Waveland, Brandi Logan of
Hattiesburg, Destiney Morgan of Saucier, Raven Nightengale of Poplarville, Rachel Pierce
and Adam Weatherford, both of Columbia;, Matthew Powe of Bay St. Louis, Sarah Silver of
Perkinston, Taylor Smith of Picayune and Tiffany Tucker of Diamondhead.

Archie Rawls, center, chairman of the PRCC Department of Fine Arts and Communication
presented Outstanding Student Awards to, from left, Gus Bowering of Hattiesburg in ceram-
ics, Allen Holifield of Laurel in music, Macie Keenan of Poplarville in design, Angela Larke
Bickham of Poplarville in public speaking and Hanna Williams of Picayune in special studios. 

Pearl River Community College criminal justice instructor Randy Johnson, center, presented
the Outstanding Student Award in criminal justice technology to Justin James of Lumberton
and the Oustanding Student Award in criminal justice to D’Shanal Fowler of Picayune dur-
ing PRCC Awards Day. James also received the Wellness Center Wildcat Award.

Christian Fuller of Carriere, center, received the Outstanding Student Award in English
from instructor Julia Ferguson, left, and the Outstanding Student Award in history from in-
structor Jim Walsh during Pearl River Community College Awards Day.
PRCC Public Relations photos

Pearl River Community College President Dr. William
Lewis presented the Presidential Scholarship Award to the
University of Southern Mississippi to Chelsea Gascho of
Picayune during Awards Day.

Sherry Hill of Bay St. Louis received the Hancock Center
Citizenship Award from Raymunda Barnes, Hancock
Center assistant vice president, during Pearl River
Community College’s Awards Day.

Shassidy Ramshur of Columbia received Outstanding
Student Awards in chemistry and physics at Pearl
River Community College Awards Day on April 23.

PRCC President Dr. William Lewis presented the Miss.
State University Presidential Partnership Scholarship to
Hollie Chester of Lumberton during PRCC Awards Day.
Stephen Perry of Hattiesburg also received the scholarship.

Awards Day: Outstanding students honored
POPLARVILLE - Pearl River

Community College recognized out-
standing students April 23, during the
annual Awards Day ceremony at
Brownstone Center for the Arts.

Dr. William Lewis, PRCC presi-
dent, recognized Tiffany Tucker of
Diamondhead and Jansen Owen of
Carriere for their selection to the Phi
Theta Kappa 2014 All-Mississippi
Academic Team. Tucker also was
named a Bronze Coca-Cola
Scholarship winner and received the
English and Spanish Outstanding
Student awards.

Lewis also presented the
Mississippi State University
Presidential Partnership Scholarships
to Stephen Perry of Hattiesburg and
Hollie Chester of Lumberton and the
Presidential Scholarship Award for
the University of Southern
Mississippi to Chelsea Gascho of
Picayune.

Jonathan Kelly of Poplarville was
recognized as PRCC’s HEADWAE
student and as the Outstanding
Student in computer networking sys-
tems.

The Citizenship Awards for aca-
demic transfer students went to
Christopher Barron of Carriere and
Chester. The Citizenship Award for

career-technical students went to
Brooke Fulcher of Lumberton, who
also received the Skills USA award. 

Sherry Hill of Bay St. Louis re-
ceived the Hancock Center
Citizenship Award. The Hancock
Center Leadership Award went to
Tim Brister of Bay St. Louis.

Subject area Outstanding Student
Awards are as follows:
n Marketing management technol-

ogy - Elizabeth Ladner of Necaise.
n Marketing management technol-

ogy, on-line - Kami Tomei of
Picayune.
n Business office systems -

Stephanie Strickland of Picayune.
n Criminal justice technology -

Justin James of Lumberton.
n Health care data technology -

Jackie Hinton of Poplarville.
nConstruction equipment technol-

ogy - Todd Dupre of Mendenhall.
n Utility lineman technology -

Bradley Rayborn of Purvis.
n Barbering - Joseph Holloway of

Picayune and Wayne Cavalier of
Covington, La.
n Cosmetology - Jessica ‘PJ’

Thompson of Picayune.
n Ceramics - Gus Bowering of

Hattiesburg.
n Design - Macie Keenan of

Poplarville.
n Music - Allen Holifield of

Laurel.
n Public speaking - Angela Larke

Bickham of Poplarville.
n Special studios - Hanna

Williams of Picayune.
n Scholar athletes -Dyllon Beasley

of Wiggins and Karly Mitchell of
Poplarville, both soccer players.
n Wellness Center Wildcats -

Justin James of Lumberton and
Mariah Houpy of Perkinston.
n Creative writing - Christian

Fuller of Carriere. Fuller also re-
ceived the history award.
n Criminal justice - D’Shanal

Fowler of Picayune.
n Political science - Shaynna King

of Poplarville.
n Psychology - Lauren Gentry of

Florence.
n Sociology - Lorin Duncan of

Poplaville.
nDrafting and design technology -

Russell Cowart of Poplarville. He
also received the Department of
Industrial Technology Leadership
Award.
n Electronics technology - Jackie

Anderson of Carriere.
n Instrumentation technology -

Tye Whitfield of Columbia.

n Nursing I - Jenna Gambino of
Kiln.
n Nursing II - Ashley Craft of

Picayune.
n Nursing III - Judith Wells of

Picayune.
n Nursing IV - Laura Ashley

Breeland of Carriere.
n Nursing Leadership - Heather

Black of Carriere.
n Mississippi Nursing Foundation

- Clayton Coy of Hattiesburg.
n Practical nursing - Billie

Alexander of Carriere.
n Automotive mechanics technol-

ogy - Jeremy Smith of Neely.
n Brick, block and stonemasonry -

Travis Moore of Lumberton.
n Construction management tech-

nology - Randy McDonald of
Carriere.
n Electrical technology - Usef

Lowe of Hattiesburg.
n Precision manufacturing and

machining technology - Chandler
Baughtman of Tylertown.
n Welding and cutting technology

- Joseph Cuevas of Kiln.
n Welding, Hancock Center -

Edward Erskine.
n Accounting - Virginia Mitchell

of Purvis. 
n Biology - Israel Castillo of

Prentiss.
n Business - Melissa Cook of

Picayune.
n Chemistry - Shassidy Lane

Ramshur of Columbia. She also re-
ceived the phsyics award.
n Computer science - David Failla

of Picayune.
n Who’s Who in American

Community Colleges 2013-14 -
Mallory Cumberland, Victoria Farmer,
Victoria Salinger and Taylor Smith, all
of Picayune; Rachel Fowler, Virginia
Mitchell, and Adam Nicolosi, all of
Purvis; Jonathan Kelly, Dominica
Melton and Raven Nightengale, all of
Poplarville; Rachel Pierce, Shassidy
Ramshur and Adam Weatherford, all
of Columbia; Branden Edenfield,
Reese Gill and Tiffany Tucker, all of
Diamondhead; Ashley Chasez and
Kadijah Johnson, both of Waveland;
Desmond Edmonson of Quitman and
Brandi Logan of Hattiesburg; Matthew
Powe and Miranda Rutherford, both of
Bay St. Louis; Kimberly Arnold of
díIberville, Heather Black of Carriere,
Hollie Chester of Lumberton, Allen
Holifield of Laurel, Ethan Martin of
Pisgah, Eusebio Medina of Oak
Grove, Destiney Morgan of Saucier,
Megan Scronce of Petal and Sarah
Silver of Perkinston.

Hollie Chester of Lumberton, left, and Christopher Barron of Carriere received the
Citizenship Awards for academic transfer students at Pearl River Community College from
counselor Wendy Aube` during Awards Day on April 23. PRCC Public Relations photos

PRCC soccer players Dyllon
Beasley of Wiggins and Karly
Mitchell of Poplarville received
the Scholar Athlete Awards from
men’s soccer coach Paul Martin. 
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DON’T BLINK
...you might miss a
     golden opportunity.

        #CloserLookUSM

   Take a closer look at Southern Miss. 
        You’ll find we are more 
               than meets the eye.

MICHAEL SIMS, a Hattiesburg native and University of 
Southern Mississippi student, was awarded a Goldwater 
Scholarship, a national honor recognizing the next generation 

of great research scientists. Michael is in exclusive 
company. He was one of only three students from 
Mississippi universities to win the award in 2013. 
In fact, two of the three students honored came 
from Southern Miss.
 

As Michael bursts through the doors of his future, 
he’ll be proof that the knowledge of how to 
change the world can be learned at home. He’ll 
be evidence that the greatest opportunities are 
often right in front of you.
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Faculty-Staff Appreciation night

Recipients of 10-year service pins with Dr. William Lewis are, from left, Dr. Stephen
Black, history instructor and Honors Institute director; Forrest County Center practical
nursing instructor Cindy Boutwell, Woodall Advanced Technology Center director Lee Bell
and associate degree nursing instructors Verena Johnson and Melinda Spiers. Not pic-
tured are payroll clerk Gwen Hunt, associate degree nursing instructor Ella Mae Penton,
Forrest County Center secretary Cheryl Breland, bookstore assistant Peggy Fairchild,
Forrest County Center English instructor Dr. Terri Ruckel and Sandra Wheat.

Dr. William Lewis, far right, presented pins set with red stones in honor of 15 years of
service to, from left, records clerk Sheila Smith, associate degree nursing instructor
Queen Walters, David Armstrong, medical radiologic technology director; Lora Anderson,
respiratory care technology director; electrician Taylor Entrekin and HPR instructor
Camille Soulier. Not pictured are instrumentation technology instructor Victor Cerniglia,
academic computer lab supervisor Al Cranford, physical plant director Craig Tynes, com-
puter support technician Debbie Fairley and records clerk Judy Jarrell. 

Forrest County Center math instructor
Jacki Runnels received a leather bag from
Dr. William Lewis in recognition of her 20
years at PRCC. Not pictured are senior ac-
countant Bettye Clark, Forrest County
Center heating and air conditioning instruc-
tor Tommy Broom and assistant bookstore
manager Sylvia Lord.

Left photo, PRCC police officer Adam
Parker and biology instructor Dr. Amanda
Parker with three-year-old Kara won a set
of steak knives for the best hoppin’ and
boppin’ costumes.
Bottom photos, Sharman Ladner, adminis-
trative assistant to Dr. Becky Askew (left
photo), and Barbara Gandy, student advi-
sor (right photo), found themselves a part
of the entertainment Monday night with
Elvis (Mike Russell).  

PRCC Public Relations photos.

Personnel who are retiring at the end of the school year also were honored with plaques pre-
sented by Dr. Lewis. They are, from left, Dow Ford, vice president for enrollment manage-
ment; Deborah Hewitt, special populations coordinator at Forrest County Center; Dr. Benny
Hornsby, Forrest County Center humanities instructor; and Dr. Becky Askew, vice president for
planning and institutional research. Not pictured is reading instructor Lillie McCullum.

Dr. William Lewis presented Sharman
Ladner, left, administrative assistant to Dr.
Becky Askew, and bookstores manager
Frances Rawls with a piece of luggage in
honor of 25 years of service to the college.
Not pictured is data activities coordinator
Michelle Owens who also has 25 years and
systems analyst Joe Polk who has 30 years.
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POPLARVILLE - The String of
Pearls dance team at Pearl River
Community College returned from na-
tional competition in Dallas March 28
and 29 with two team first-place
awards and one individual top honor.

The team won the American Dance
and Drill Team championship for its
pom routine in the large ensemble cat-
egory and the academic championship
in the community college division
based on the team grade point average.

Freshman Regan al-Jabi of Carriere
won the solo dance competition while
freshman Emily Rhodes of
Hattiesburg came in second. They
competed against 12 other dancers.

The team also placed second in hip
hop, the first year to compete in this
category, and fourth in jazz routine.

Director is Kara Fleming.
In addition to al-Jabi and Rhodes,

team members are Emily Fleming,
Brooke Wactor, Bridgett Patterson and
Caitlynn Herrin, all of Carriere;
Megan Varnado, Annakae Frierson,
Reanna Reese, Melissa Dragon,
Victoria Farmer, Hanna Falls and
Linzy Hudson-Kline, all of Picayune;
Gabby Burge, Meghan Witworth and
Carley Harrell, all of Poplarville;
Taylor Thames and Taylor Turcotte,
both of Waveland; Breanna Peters of
Brandon, Darion Matthews of Richton
and Amber Pineda of Hattiesburg. 

String of Pearls dancer Regan al-Jabi of Carriere, left, won
the solo competition at the American Dance and Drill Tearm
championships in Dallas. Emily Rhodes of Hattiesburg,
right, was first runner-up. Both are freshmen and competed
against 12 other community college dancers.

String of Pearls win
national championships

Members of the String of Pearls, Cats Wild and the Color Guard performed for stu-
dents, faculty and staff on April 24 in Shivers Gym. The String of Pearls performed
their national award-winning routine to “Birdland.” Cats Wild indoor percussion en-
semble did its “Tribal Effects” routine that won the state championship in its first year
of competition. The spring Color Guard also did a routine featuring poms and flags. 

2014
Voices,
JazzCats

The Voices opened the spring concert April 17 in the Brownstone Center for
the Arts with Your Smiling Face, featuring soloist Carl DeFrance. They are,
from left, Lane Stewart of Gulfport, Bethany Berryman of Carriere, Mallory
Cumberland of Picayune, Brooklyn McKenzie of Columbia, Lindsey Navo of

Carriere, Rachel Pierce of Columbia, Frank Henry of Poplarville, Ethan
Martin of Pisgah, Michael Sapen of Columbia, Allen Holifield of Laurel,
Rhett Unbehagen of Carriere and Carl DeFrance of Vicksburg.Kimberly Arnold of d’Iberville

plays an alto saz solo.

Above, the saxophone section was featured on the jazz standard Indiana. They are from left, Eusebio Medina of Oak Grove
and Lauren Gentry of Florence, tenor; Kimberly Arnold and Amanda McKeny, both of d’Iberville, and Curtis Peters of
Columbia, alto; and Kevin Broome of Columbia, bari. Right, Lane Stewart of Gulfport takes a solo on Brave. Left, Garrett
Bourgeois of Bay St. Louis on trombone and Amanda McKeny of d’Iberville on alto sax share the spotlight. PRCC Public
Relations photos. 

Brooklyn McKenzie, center, and the other ladies of The Voices joined the JazzCats for
the Aretha Franklin hit Respect.

The JazzCats rhythm section includes, from left, Rachel Pierce of Columbia on piano,
Jeffrey James of Lumberton on guitar, Robert Perry of Petal and Brandon Hutchison of
Picayune on drums.
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POPLARVILLE - Desmond Edmonson of
Quitman and Heather Boutwell of Hattiesburg
have been named Mr. and Miss PRCC for
2013-14 by fellow students at Pearl River
Community College.

Sophomore class favorites are Breanna
Peters of Brandon and Glenn Doucet II of
Gulfport on the Poplarville campus; Sonya
Conerly and Stephen Perry, both of
Hattiesburg, at the Forrest County Center; and
Kadijah Johnson and Tim Brister Jr., both of
Bay St. Louis, at the Hancock Center.

Freshman class favorites are Angela Larke
Bickham of Poplarville and Jerrod Newson of
Columbia on the Poplarville campus; Jelea
Marie Williams and Freddie R. Smith, both of
Hattiesburg, at the Forrest County Center;
Wendy Scelson of Bay St. Louis and Quoc
Nguyen of Pass Christian at the Hancock
Center.

All will be featured in The Wildcat digital
yearbook. 

Edmonson, a graduate of Hattiesburg High
School, is the son of Cleveland Edmonson and
Annabel Lombay of Quitman. 

A 20-year-old psychology major, he is a
drum major for the Spirit of the River marching
band and executive secretary of the Student
Government Association. He plans to attend
Mississippi State University.

Boutwell, 20, is the daughter of Debbie and
Wendell Boutwell. She is a graduate of Oak
Grove High School, plays on the Lady Wildcat
softball team and is vice president of the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 

She plans to transfer to the physical therapy
assistant program at the Forrest County Center.

Peters, 19, is the daughter of Sherita Peters
and Brian Crumb of Brandon. A graduate of
Northwest Rankin High School, she is a mem-
ber of the String of Pearls dance team and is ex-
ecutive president of the SGA. 

She plans to attend Mississippi State
University to major in kinesiotherapy.

Doucet is the son of Galen and Penny Doucet
of Gulfport and a graduate of Gulfport High
School. The 21-year-old is a member of the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes and plays in-
tramural softball. 

He plans to earn a business degree at the
University of Southern Mississippi.

Bickham, 18, is the daughter of Lorrie and
Keith Bickham of Poplarville and a graduate of
Poplarville High School. She is a member of
Phi Theta Kappa and a student trainer for the
football and baseball teams. 

She plans to transfer to the University of

South Alabama to earn a physical therapy de-
gree.

Newson is the son of Bridget Newsom and
Lewis Odom of Columbia. A graduate of East
Marion High School, he is freshman class sec-
retary. He plans to work offshore or in the
rodeo field.

Forrest County Center
Conerly, 20, is the daughter of Perry and

Sheryl Conerly of Hattiesburg and a graduate
of Forrest County Agricultural High School.
She is a member of the Honors Institute, Phi
Theta Kappa, History and Humanities Club and
Sigma Kappa Delta and is a peer mentor.

She plans to earn a bachelor’s degree in nurs-
ing from a university.

Perry is the 23-year-old son of Carmen and
Gary Perry of Hattiesburg. A graduate of
Forrest County Agricultural High School, he is
a member of the Honors Institute and Phi Theta
Kappa. 

He plans to transfer to Mississippi State
University to study aerospace engineering.

Williams, 18, is the daughter of the late
Donna Williams and the granddaughter of
Janice Williams. She is a graduate of
Hattiesburg High School and plans to attend the
University of Mississippi to become a neurolo-
gist. 

She is freshman class vice president, a mem-
ber of the Honors Institute and Phi Theta Kappa
and was elected to the 2013 homecoming court.

Smith, 53, is a graduate of Hattiesburg High
School and a business office technology major.
He plans to pursue a career in office manage-
ment or to own a small restaurant.

Hancock Center
Johnson, 19, is the daughter of Catherine

Johnson and Gary Dorsey of Bay St. Louis. She
is a graduate of Bay High School and a mem-
ber of the Student Government Association. 

She is a nursing major with the goal of be-
coming a nurse practitioner.

Brister, 21, is the son of Tim Brister Sr. and
Candy Brister of Bay St. Louis. He is a gradu-
ate of Hancock High School and plans to trans-
fer to Mississippi State University to earn a
chemical engineering degree.

Scelson is the 18-year-old daughter of Elma
Lou Ladner of Bay St. Louis and Robert
Scelson. She is a graduate of Bay High School.

She plans to transfer to the University of
Southern Mississippi to study computer science
with the goal of working for NASA.

Nguyen is the son of Bai Cao and Thanh
Nguyen of Pass Christian. A graduate of Bay
High School, he plans to become a physician.  

Freshmen, sophomore class favorites elected
Edmonson, Boutwell Mr. and Miss PRCC

Students at Pearl River Community College in Poplarville have elected their 2013-14
class favorites. They are, seated from left, sophomore class favorite Breanna Peters of
Brandon, Miss PRCC Heather Boutwell of Hattiesburg, freshman class favorite Angela
Larke Bickham of Poplarville; standing, sophomore class favorite Glenn Doucet II of
Gulfport, Mr. PRCC Desmond Edmonson of Quitman and freshman class favorite Jerrod
Newson of Columbia. PRCC Public Relations photos

Class favorites at Pearl River Community College’s Forrest County Center are, from left,
freshmen Freddie R. Smith and Jelea Marie Williams and sophomores Sonya Conerly
and Stephen Perry, all of Hattiesburg.

Class favorites at Pearl River Community College’s Hancock Center are from left, soph-
omores Kadijah Johnson and Tim Brister Jr., both of Bay St. Louis, and freshmen Quoc
Nguyen of Pass Christian and Wendy Scelson of Bay St. Louis.

By DR. JENNIFER SEAL
Director of Institutional Effectiveness

Last spring, Pearl River
Community College began an inclu-
sive process to identify the next
Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP)
Topic, a decision critical to our stu-
dent learning improvement efforts. 

Selecting and implementing a
QEP fulfills a major requirement of
our forthcoming Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SAC-
SCOC) 2016 reaffirmation. 

A college-wide solicitation of vi-
able topics began in April 2013.
Focus groups of volunteers (consist-
ing of faculty, students, and adminis-
trators) from all campuses were
formed to review the proposals, and
their recommendations were pre-
sented to the QEP Topic Selection
Committee.

Dr. William Lewis, president, has
announced that members of the QEP
Topic Selection Committee have
recommended that the development
and implementation of a valuable
first-year experience for our students

be selected as the Pearl River
Community College Quality
Enhancement Plan topic.

This recommendation
has been reviewed, dis-
cussed, and approved by
the Cabinet and the Board
of Trustees. Dr. Lewis
also announced that, be-
ginning in October, Dr.
Amy Townsend will serve
as the Quality
Enhancement Plan
Director.

The planning process is

now entering a new stage which is
the formation of the QEP Committee

that will develop our full
QEP proposal and report.
The purpose of the QEP is
that Pearl River
Community College will
engage and develop a plan
resulting in improved stu-
dent learning.

This is extremely im-
portant work that will
have a tremendous impact
on our students. 

The planning of the

project will occur over the next year
and a half, culminating in a final re-
port submitted to SACSCOC in
September 2015.

Dr. Cecil Burt, Vice President for
Forrest County Operations, said,  “A
tremendous amount of work lies
ahead. We have to research and de-
velop the specifics of a quality first-
year experience for our students.
Once the topic is reviewed and ap-
proved for full implementation by
SACSCOC in the Spring of 2016,
we plan to begin implementation the
following fall.”Dr. Seal

SACS: QEP topic selected; work underway

Poplarville Spring Fest 

Above, Lauren Ladner, left,
and Kaycee Cecurullo, both
of Kiln, bounce around in
the inflatable boxing ring at
Spring Fest on April 30.
Below, Annakae Frierson,
left of Picayune and Natalie
Lechner of Pascagoula
watch as Paul Millette of
Pascagoula slides under the
limbo bar. Frierson was the
winner. Right, students
scramble to sit during a
game of musical chairs at
Spring Fling.

By TREVOR CREIGHTON
Special for The Drawl

I have been fortunate to attend several con-
ferences as part of the Honors Institute at Pearl
River Community College, but I can assert that
the Mississippi Honors Conference hosted by
The University of Southern Mississippi on
March 21-22 just might be the best. 

It might go without saying that the event was
conveniently local and had free-flowing coffee
and snacks, all extremely important details for
this student’s very pleasant experience, but
more importantly, I met people who were both
impressive and encouraging. 

I thoroughly enjoyed spending time dis-
cussing research projects with peers from other
colleges. 

Not only was the collegial networking with
other students warm, the faculty and advisors
from several of Mississippi’s four year col-
leges were also very welcoming and interested
in meeting us and discussing our areas of re-
search.

This particular conference was unique in that
we could choose a project suitable to us, rather
than being required to morph our interests into
restricted topics that the conference deemed
desirable. 

Overall, the experience was very profession-

al; I felt more like a graduate student who was
being taken seriously for pursuing something
unique, and many of my peers certainly de-
served that level of comparison. 

My own presentation was entitled, “Why the
Waves Roar”: Creative Crafting for
Publication.” 

In order to become a published author, a
writer must understand the process of editing
and rewriting, and so my presentation dis-
cussed my task of editing and revising my
short story manuscript before submitting it for
publication, a process that I had recently com-
pleted — although one could argue that it is
never complete till your piece is published and
even then, it is complete only due to the relin-
quishing of control. 

I was appreciative of the opportunity to
speak about my unique experiences in this area
and to put into practice the job of delivering
my academic message.  

As a result of the Mississippi Honors
Conference, I learned many things that will en-
able me to perform better at my next presenta-
tion opportunity and will be less nervous when
such a time comes. 

Without question, all of the experiences af-
forded me by the PRCC Honors Institute have
prepared me to compete at a much higher aca-
demic level than I might ever have expected.       

Honors Conference provides
student memorable experience
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Above, Vocalist Steve Lippia and his 10-piece band presented Simply Sinatra, an evening
of timeless music, March 28 at the Brownstone Center. Below, Lippia talks with concert-
goers after his Simply Sinatra performance.

Simply Sinatra

PRCC Singers in action

Above, The Wind That
Shakes the Barley fea-
tured Lane Stewart of
Gulfport, from front left,
Bethany Berryman of
Carriere, Katie Beth
Robertson of Sumrall,
Brooklyn McKenzie and
Rachel Pierce, both of
Columbia; and Lillian
Clark of Petal singing the
part of the maidens while
instructor Trevor Hunt on
guitar, Brandon Hutchison
on the “war drum” and in-
structor Hope McKellip
Bas on piano provided
accompaniment. Left,
Carl DeFrance of
Vicksburg and Lane
Stewart of Gulfport were
solosits on My Good
Lord’s Done Been Here.
Below, Emily Murray of
Bogalusa, La., does a
dramatic reading of the
English translation of Twa
Tanbou - the Haitian
Creole story of three
drums working together
to make beautiful music -
before joining the Singers
in the song.

Symphonic Band

Ali Catoire of Carriere, center, plays a flute solo with the Pearl River Community College
Symphonic Band during the March 31 spring concert at the Brownstone Center. The
other soloists on In A Gentle Rain were, from left, Amandy McKeny of d’Iberville on oboe,

Kimberly Arnold of di’Iberville on alto saxophone, Eusebio Medina of Oak Grove on tenor
saxophone and David Morgan of Bay St. Louis on tuba.
PRCC Public Relations photos.

Top left, LaDona Tyson, director of choral groups at Pearl
River Community College, sings Embraceable You with the
PRCC Symphonic Band. Bopttom left, Hope McKellip
Bass, PRCC piano instructor, plays Pride and Prejudice.
Above, Michael Bass, assistant band director, plays the
trumpet on La Mandolinata. Above right, Archie Rawls
plays the alto saxophone solo on Persuasion with the
Symphonic Band. Rawls is chairman of the PRCC depart-
ment of fine arts and communication and director of the
JazzCats band. Bottom right, percussion instructor Ronnie
Pascal plays Cute with the Symphonic Band. 



The April meeting of the Pearl River
Community College Board of Trustees
was held at the Hancock Center April
8 in Waveland. Raymunda Barnes,
Assistant Vice President for the
Hancock Center, discussed the history
of the Center and some of the things
the Center would like to see in its fu-
ture, such as a science lab. Following
lunch, Barnes gave board members a
tour of the facility.
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Barnes

Belle Wheelan, the president of SACS (Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on
Colleges), visits with PRCC’s Dr. Becky Askew (left), vice
president for Planning and Institutional Research, and Jana
Causey (right), assistant vice president for Forrest County
Operations, during the American Association of Women in
Community Colleges conference in Washington, D.C.

Dr. Becky Askew, Vice President for
Planning and Institutional Research for
Pearl River Community College, received
the 2014 Mildred Bulpitt Woman of the
Year award by the American Association
of Women in Community Colleges.

Mildred Bulpitt was a founding mem-
ber of AAWCC and a passionate advocate
for women in leadership in community
colleges and beyond.

According to the AAWCC, the Bulpitt
Award is bestowed upon a woman who
has an outstanding record of service to
women in the two-year college
setting.

Additionally, she must be a
woman whose service to
women in two-year colleges
deserves national recognition
as a role model for two-year
college women throughout the
country.

“If ever there was a person
who has demonstrated a capac-
ity for leadership and whose at-
titude, values, and actions por-
tray a broader notion of how she inspires
positive changes in her work environment
and community, it is Dr. Askew,” said
PRCC President William Lewis.

“Her experience as a veteran educator
has proved to be a valuable asset to PRCC

as well as the community.”
Dr. Askew received her award Monday,

April 7, at the annual AAWCC awards
breakfast in Washington, D.C.

“Receiving this award has given to me
the opportunity to thank my colleagues
and my family for their encouragement
and assistance throughout the years,” said
Dr. Askew. “I believe that any success that
I have had is because of team work.

“I accepted the award on behalf of the
many strong women who have guided me
throughout my life and on behalf of the

women at Pearl River
Community College who work
to ensure that our students are
successful and have a bright fu-
ture.”

As PRCC’s Vice President
for Planning and Institutional
Research, Dr. Askew serves as
the SACSCOC accreditation li-
aison for the college and coor-
dinates strategic planning ef-
forts, personnel evaluations,

grant proposals, and professional
development activities for faculty, staff,
and administrators. In her various roles,
she encourages women on campus to con-
tinue their education in order to achieve
leadership positions.

Dr. Askew has served as the chair of

PRCC’s annual Women’s Health
Symposium since its beginning in 2007.
She leads the planning of all aspects of the
Symposium, giving numerous women at
the College and in the community the op-
portunity to serve in leadership positions.

She was the second woman to serve as
President of the Rotary Club of
Poplarville and provided leadership and
training for female presidents who fol-
lowed her. 

She served as Governor of Rotary
District 6840, composed of Rotary Clubs
in South Mississippi and Southeastern
Louisiana, and has participated in the
training of Rotary Governors in regional
activities.

Dr. Askew also serves as board member
and treasurer of the Lower Pearl River
Valley Foundation. She encourages and
promotes grant activities for women and
others throughout the Lower Pearl River
Valley region. 

She was named Administrator of the
Year by the PRCC Association of
Educational Office Professionals and
served as Chair of the PRCC Honors
Institute Steering Committee.

The AAWCC, organized in 1973, pro-
claims on its website that it is the leading
national organization that champions
women and maximizes their potential.

Dr. Askew

Dr. Becky Askew receives national honor

By JOELLE LADNER
The Drawl Staff Writer

Dr. Becky Askew is not only
a very successful woman, but
my second mother and role
model.

When I was young, my
mother would bring me by the
office to see Dr. Askew. Every
time I came by for a visit, Dr.
Askew would sit me down and
tell me that one day I could be
president of the United States
of America if I wanted to be.

She told me I could be any-
one I dreamed of
being, and I was ca-
pable of anything.
Because of this
mentality she in-
stilled in me at such
a young age, I have
based my life and
goals around this
mentality.

This woman who
was my mother’s
boss was at every
important or unimpor-
tant event that involved me.
She was there for my birth,
every Christmas and birthday,
dance recitals, choir concerts,
and any other activity. 

She encouraged me to be
everything I dreamed of being.
She taught me to pursue some-
thing I love because I have a

passion for it, not by how much
it paid.

She taught me that there are
still good people in this world
who care and want to help oth-
ers. She taught me to set your
goals high, and you can
achieve them. 

Dr. Askew inspired me to
teach just like she did. She in-
spired me to pursue a Ph.D.
and to continue my pursuit to
leadership positions. 

She showed me how blessed
I am to have such amazing par-
ents and how I should never

take them for grant-
ed.

She taught me to
do well in school
before worrying
about anything else.
She inspired me to
do a million differ-
ent activities like
she did her entire
life.

The most impor-
tant thing I learned

from her was to be
the most wonderful person in
the world just like her.
Someone who’s kindness is
selfless and who has a heart full
of gold. I hope to one day be
half the woman she is.
n Joelle Ladner is a fresh-

man student from
Lumberton.

Ladner

Dr. Askew more than
just an administrator

By JANA CAUSEY
Assistant Vice President for
Forrest County Operations

On April 6, I had the oppor-
tunity to travel to Washington
D.C. for a very special event. 

The trip was to attend a
breakfast in honor of Dr.
Rebecca Askew, nationally
recognized as Woman of the
Year by the American
Association of Women in
Community Colleges. 

The beautifully decorated
and catered breakfast room
was full of women community
college presidents
and vice presidents.
The presence of
greatness and pres-
tige was evident in
the atmosphere.
These women em-
braced Dr. Askew
and reveled in her
many accomplish-
ments. 

As the ceremony
began, Dr. Askew
was introduced and
welcomed to receive the
Woman of the Year award.
Her acceptance speech was
one of the most eloquent de-
livered.  

She never once mentioned

her accomplishments. 
She only talked about the

support of the people of our
great college who have been
involved in the initiatives that
she engineered, while never
taking credit. 

There are three women who
have significantly impacted
my professional life, in alpha-
betical order they are: Dr.
Rebecca Askew, Dr.  Kay
Clay, and Dr. Aleta Sullivan.
Today is about Dr. Askew and
I want to share her great lead-
ership characteristics.

Dr. Askew is a great encour-
ager.  She is a total-
ly positive person,
great organizer; and
she plans and exe-
cutes all initiatives
to perfection.  She
loves people and
sees their value,
identifies their gifts,
and hones their abil-
ities.  

She does not need
to demand high ex-

pectations; she has a
way to make people want and
desire to be their best.  

Pearl River Community
College is fortunate to have
Dr. Rebecca Askew as a
mermber of its team. 

Causey

PRCC fortunate
to have Dr. Askew
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Pearl River Community College students did well at state Skills USA competition on Feb.
25, bringing home four first-place awards and five third-place honors. Winners are, seat-
ed from left, Travis Moore of Lumberton, masonry first place; Jessica “PJ” Thompson of
Picayune, cosmetology first place; Brooke Fulcher of Picayune, architectural drafting first
place; Victoria Lott of Wiggins, promotional bulletin board first place; standing, Joseph
Cuevas of Kiln, welding third place; Spenser Moore of Carriere, job demonstration third
place; Cheyenne Turnage of Sandy Hook, nail care third place; nail care model Jennifer
Tatman of Picayune; Kayle Spears of Hattiesburg, cosmetology third place; cosmetology
model Brianne Burge of Poplarville. Not pictured is Theo Jones of Shubuta, masonry
helper, and Cameron Hawkins of Hattiesburg, internetworking third place. Travis Moore,
Jones and Fulcher will compete nationally June 22-28 in Kansas City, Mo.
PRCC Public Relations photo

Skills USA winnersLeadership fund raiser

Above, Instrumentation technology instructor Ellie Ratliff, left, talks about the program
with student Bailee Brewer of Bay St. Louis during the Career-Technical Majors Fair on
April 3 in Crosby Hall. Below, students look over the variety of career-technical programs
offered at PRCC during the Majors Fair.

Career-Tech Majors Fair

PRCC heating and air conditioning instructor Eric McCoy, center, shows NAVO electrical
technicians Mark Guchereau of Picayune, left, and Chauncey Philan of Pass Christian
how to make a fitting for a compact air conditioning unit. Looking on is Corey Smith of
NAVO. PRCC Public Relations photo

POPLARVILLE - A group of technicians
from the Naval Oceanograhpic Office at Stennis
Space Center spent several days recently at
Pearl River Community College.

The men were enrolled in a 40-hour course in
the PRCC heating and air conditioning program
through the college’s Workforce Development
division.

They’re learning how to install mini-splits
and refrigerant circuits,” instructor Eric McCoy
said.

Mini-splits are compact air conditioners used
on ships, he said.

“These go on 20-foot containers for offshore
use,” NAVO electrical technician Corey Smith
said. “They keep our seagoing containers cool

while we’re at sea.”
The block schedule utilized in many of

PRCC’s career-technical education programs
allows the college to offer training when stu-
dents are between block classes. McCoy has
been teaching classes for NAVO for three years.

“I like to use this asset for on-the-job train-
ing,” Smith said. “Eric is one of the best instruc-
tors we can find.”

Several of the NAVO students have complet-
ed instrumentation and hydraulics block classes
in the past and one, Mark Guchereau of
Picayune, is a graduate of the PRCC electrical
technology program. 

For infomation about PRCC Workforce
Development, telephone 601 403-1241.

PRCC trains NAVO technicians

Stennis connection

AEOP chapter awards
By MATT LEE

The Drawl Staff Writer

On a recent Wednesday, I had the opportunity
to go see the movie, “God’s Not Dead” with my
family.

I was pleased with college freshman Shane
Harper who played Josh Wheaton. His faith was
challenged on the first day of Philosophy class
by his professor (Kevin Sorbo), who played
Professor Jeffery Radisson who was dogmatic
and argumentative.

Wheaton fought his professor by proving a
point that God is not dead by providing facts
from the Bible and other books. 

At the end of the movie, Wheaton proved to
his classmates that God is not dead while the
professor was not convinced. At this
time the class stood up one by one
saying God’s Not Dead, the point that
Wheaton made was so powerful that
one student even made a decision to
follow Jesus Christ as his Lord and
Savior. 

It is the biggest decision you will
ever make and it’s also the best one to
make. At the end the professor made
that choice before he died after get-
ting hit by a car. 

This movie was so powerful and
the ratings of the movie have even
went up people are going to see “God’s Not
Dead” more than any other movie out there. 

There have been several Facebook posts and
Twitter Tweets about the movie itself. 

When Wheaton was in the classroom at the
end he asked the professor in front of the whole
class “why do you hate God so much?” 

Radisson answered, “I hate God because of
the wicked and trouble things that has happened
in my life.”

Wheaton says, “how can you hate something
that does not exist?” the audience when my
uncle went to see the movie stood up and
clapped for Wheaton and his question he asked
his Professor. 

There were a lot of interesting points made
throughout the movie in which you need to go
see for yourself. There are two other Christian-
based movies, like “Heaven Is For Real,” based
on the book by Todd Burpo, and “Son Of God.”

Go see these movies this summer or purchase
them or rent them from Redbox any
way you are available to see them do
it you will not regret it.

And join the movement and text
everyone in your contact list that
God’s Not Dead and see what they
text back. Have them forward the
message to those on their contact list.

There are several well-known ac-
tors and actresses in “God’s Not
Dead” and special appearances by
Duck Dynasty’s Willie and Korie
Robinson and the Christian band

members of Newsboys. Go see this and
have a wonderful summer. We hope to see you
in the fall semester. 
n Matt Lee is a sophomore student from

Carnes. 

Lee

God’s Not Dead is a
movie worth seeing

The PRCC chapter of the Association of Educational Office Professionals selected Dr.
Martha Lou Smith, vice president for general education and technology services, as
AEOP Administrator of the Year and Gloria Wasmund, administrative assistant to the vice
president for economic and community development, as AEOP Office Professional of the
Year. Pictured are, from left, incoming AEOP president Cheryl May, Smith, outgoing presi-
dent Marilyn Dillard and Wasmund.

Students in the Leadership Honors Forum hosted a Music Festival and Crawfish Boil
Saturday (May 3) at the PRCC Walking Track as a fund raiser for Brother’s Keepers
Ministries. Students (from left) Kelly Rigney of Poplarville, Dancie Magee of Bogalusa,
La., and Donny Lindsey of Poplarville sell a plate of crawfish to Delise Wilson of Sumrall.

The Road Less Traveled

Autographs were aplenty Saturday, May 3, at the Ethel Holden Brownstone Center for the
Arts following the world premiere of “The Road Less Traveled,” a Pearl River Community
College film production. Left photo, seated from left, Dr. Benny Hornsby, Frank Ladner and
Kenny Russell sign autographs. Right photo, members of the cast include from left: Front

row - Rob Lewis and Clay Thompson, part of the narrative cast. Back row - Clayton
Pennylegion, the narrator; interviewees Frank Ladner, Scott Wilson, Dr. Rosemary
Woullard, Kenny Russell, Vaughn Wilson and Dr. Benny Hornsby. A crowd of some 500
watched the documentary, produced by PRCC’s film production class.    
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Congratulations to Dr. Pamela Jones, instructor of music, and Bobby Thrash, instructor of
computer science and mathematics. Thrash’s name was randomly selected by the comput-
er to receive the February River Rewards prize, and Dr. Jones’ name was selected to re-
ceive the March prize. Each received a $50 gift certificate from Apple’s, Ltd., presented to
them by Dr. William Lewis on behalf of the River Rewards committee. Committee members
shown in the picture with them are, from left, Dr. Scott Alsobrooks (Vice President for
Economic and Community Development), Dr. Jones, Dr. Lewis, Thrash, Candace Harper
(Coordinator of Alumni Services and Foundation Administrative assistant), and  Maghan
James (assistant dean for student life). Members of the River Rewards Committee encour-
age you to submit a River Rewards participation form each month. 

River Rewards

BSU spring sale

Confetti flies in the air to start the American Heart Association Heart Walk at Pearl River
Community College on April 3. Approximately 200 walkers raised about $3,000 to fight
heart disease. PRCC Public Relations photo

Shoppers look over the merchandise at the spring sale at the Pearl River Community
College Baptist Student Union on April 4. Money from the two-day sale finances the
BSU’s mission trips and activities.

Heart Walk at PRCC

Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame

Pearl River Community
College honored six outstand-
ing alumni with induction into
the Lifetime Achievement Hall
of Fame at an April 17 gala.

Honored were entertainer
Jimmy Buffett, the late Delos
H. Burks of Picayune, James
Ginn of Diamondhead, Francis
Herrin of Hattiesburg, Howell
Purvis of Purvis and Donnie
Waits of Gulfport.

“We admire what you have
achieved,” said PRCC
President Dr. William Lewis.
“You are some special people
we are recognizing tonight.”

The Lifetime Achievement
Hall of Fame recognizes the
successes of PRCC alumni.

“If my grandfather was here
tonight, I guess he would say ‘I
did alright for a country boy.’,”
said state Sen. Angela Burks
Hill in accepting her grandfa-
ther’s award.

Burks graduated from
PRCC in 1936, served in the
U.S. Army Air Corps in World
War II and went on to distin-
guish himself in state govern-
ment, including service in the
state House of Represent-
atives, and the Mississippi Air
National Guard. He retired as a
major general.

Ginn, a 1959 graduate,
worked 42 years for Hancock

Bank, retiring as executive
vice president. Herrin also
worked his entire career for
one company - Shell Oil - after
graduating from Pearl River in
1958.

Purvis, a 1955 graduate,
served twice as a Naval
Aviator and for 20 years as a
U.S. Secret Service agent. He
recalled learning about service
to others and integrity from his
instructors at Pearl River.

“These values were not only
taught but lived out by the
staff,” he said. “For all the
things Pearl River College did
for me, there exists a debt of
gratitude that will never be re-
paid.”

Waits also graduated in
1955, heading into a 40-year
career as an attorney while
serving in the U.S. Marine
Corps Reserve. He retired
from the military as a lieu-
tenant colonel and from the
legal profession as an Assistant
U.S. Attorney for the Southern
District of Mississippi.

Pearl River County Justice
Court Judge James Hal
Breland accepted the award for
Buffett, who lived with the
Breland family while attending
Pearl River in 1965-66. Buffett
also sent a video-taped accept-
ance. 

Honorees at the 2014 Pearl River Community College
Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame gala were, seated from
left, Howell Purvis of Purvis and Donnie Waits of Gulfport;
standing, Francis Herrin of Hattiesburg, James Ginn of

Diamondhead, Sen. Angela Burks Hill, representing her
late grandfather Delos H. Burks; James Hal Breland, rep-
resenting entertainer Jimmy Buffett; and PRCC President
Dr. William Lewis. PRCC Public Relations photo.

PRCC honors alumni

Honors Institute students interviewed the Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame honorees
for videos that will be available for student use. Right, Cardaie Pittman of Picayune inter-

viewed Francis Herrin of Hattiesburg. Left, Ashley Calcote of Ocean Springs interviewed
Donnie Waits of Gulfport.

By JAMIE DICKSON
Wellness Center Assistant Director

Beat the heat by joining the Wellness Center
this summer.

Our official summer hours begin on Monday,
May 5.  The facility will open at 6:30 a.m. and
close at 6 p.m., Monday through Thursday;
closed on Fridays. 

Zumba class will meet on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 5:10 p.m., beginning June 3.  Yoga
will meet Mondays and Wednesdays at 5:45
p.m., beginning May 19.

Want to gain college credit for your exercise?
The HPR department is offering several HPR
courses during the summer semester.

The courses being offered include one-hour

credited courses such as General Physical
Education Activities, Fitness and Conditioning
Training, Zumba, and Yoga and a three hour
credited course, Personal and Community
Health. 

Additional summer courses offered through the
HPR Department include First Aid/CPR,
Recreational Leadership, Early Childhood
Physical Education, Introduction to Athletic
Training, Football Theory, and Basketball Theory.  

You can learn more about these courses and
the Wellness Center by visiting us.  

The staff, here at the Wellness Center, wants
to say thank you to everyone who participated
in this year’s 2nd annual Heart Walk.

Together, we raised just over $3,600 for the
American Heart Association.  

Join the fun at PRCC’s
Wellness Center in summer

Above photo, Deborah Hewitt,
second from left, won the River
Rewards grand prize of a
propane grill and Robert
"Scooter" Parris, right, was the
runner-up, winning a 39-inch
television. With them are, from
left, Development Foundation
director Ernie Lovell, Dr.
Jennifer Seal and Dr. William
Lewis. Right photo, math in-
structor Kelly Tucker, left, was
the April River Rewards win-
ner. She received a set of
steak knives from Dr. Lewis
and Dr. Seal.
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Dr. White

White
Coliseum
opening 
soon
Left, PRCC men’s bas-
ketball coach Richard
Mathis shows off the new
floor in M.R. White
Coliseum to Wildcat fan
Jon Williams of
Poplarville. Completion
on the new $8.9 million
White Coliseum, which
will seat up to 2,700 peo-
ple, is expected to be
sometime this summer. 
Photos by Mitch Deaver 

Left photo, Pearl River Community College sophomore Jake Brumfield of Natchez fires a
pitch to the plate against Northeast Community College in opening-round MACJC state
playoff action in Booneville last weekend. Center photo, sophomore Kyle Dolan of

Forrest County AHS gets a lead off second base as he awaits the pitch. Right photo,
freshman Tracy Hadley of Pascagoula underhands a throw to first base on a close play.
Photos by Mitch Deaver.

Baseball Wildcats finish season 27-22

PRCC catcher Kreg Garner eyes a pitch against Northeast
CC in opening-round playoff action.

BOONEVILLE - Pearl River couldn’t
grab a berth in the MACJC State
Tournament after falling short in a best-of-
three playoff series to Northeast
Mississippi last weekend.

PRCC, the South Division’s No. 3 seed,
finished the year at 27-22. The Tigers are
27-18.

The Wildcats fell 9-8 in the opening
game on Friday, but rebounded with a 12-
6 win in Saturday’s first game. Northeast
won the third game, 12-11.

GAME THREE: NORTHEAST 12,
PEARL RIVER 11

The Tigers opened the deciding contest
like gang busters, jumping out to a 7-0 lead
with three in the bottom of the second and
two runs in the fourth and fifth frames.

But Pearl River put together a comeback
in the top of the sixth when Tracy Hadley
of Pascagoula High and Derrick Mount of
Harrison Central led off the inning with
back-to-back singles, setting the stage for a
three-run homer by Nathan Pugh of
Starkville High.

Two outs later, Adam Smith of
Pascagoula High singled to center before
Kyle Dolan of Forrest Count AHS reached
on an error and Darien Brown of
Hattiesburg High drove Smith home with
a single to left. 

Lamar Anthony of Vicksburg High fol-
lowed with an RBI double to left to cut
Northeast’s lead to 7-5 before Hadley
grounded out.

After the Tigers padded the lead to 9-5
in the bottom of the frame, the Wildcats
answered with four in the top of the eighth
to knot things up. Dolan led off with a sin-
gle to right, Brown was beaned with a
pitch, and Hadley’s single to left a strike-
out later loaded the bases, setting the stage
for Mountís RBI base hit. 

Pugh pushed a seventh run in with a sac-
rifice, while Kreg Garner of Northwest
Rankin singled in an eighth.

After Jalen Haskin of Oak Grove High

walked to load the corners, Derek Martin
was belted with a pitch to push in a game-
tying run to make it 9-9.

Northeast’s Easton Hall crushed a three-
run homer to pump the Tigers lead to 12-9
in the bottom of the frame.

Pearl River came within a Wildcat
whisker of pushing the contest into extra
innings in the ninth. With two outs, Hadley
was hit by a pitch, Mount reached on an
error, and Pugh smacked an RBI base hit
to right field. Garner followed with an RBI
single to right to make it 12-11, but Haskin
struck out to end the game and the season.

Wildcat starter Philip Chandler (4-1) of
Stone County got the loss in his two in-
nings of work, giving up a hit, striking out
one, and walking four, while Jacob Taylor
of Picayune High pitched two frames, giv-
ing up four hits, and recorded a strikeout
and a walk. 

Allen Cowart of Pascagoula High
pitched two-thirds of an inning, walking
one, and Colton Lee of Pearl River Central
pitched five innings of relief, giving up
five hits, striking out one, and walking
one.

Garner paced The River’s 15-hit attack
with a double and two singles (two RBIs),
while Hadley had three base hits, Pugh
homered and singled (five RBIs), Mount
had two singles (one RBI), Anthony dou-
bled (one RBI), and Brown, Dolan,
Haskin, and Smith all had base hits. 

GAME TWO: PEARL RIVER 12,
NORTHEAST 6

Pearl River pushed the series into a
stalemate with an impressive 12-6 victory
to open Saturdayís action.

Northeast went up 2-0 in the bottom of
the first, but The River tied it up in the top
of the second when lead off batters Pugh
and Garner drew back-to-back walks and
Smith reached on an error. Dolan and
Brown followed with an RBI singles to
knot things at 2-2 before Anthony was Kíd
for the final out.

After a scoreless third, the Wildcats took
the lead with a solo run when lead off
Dolan walked, Brown reached on a field-
erís choice, and Anthony outran a bunt for
a base hit. Dolan scored off Hadleyís sac-
rifice fly before Mount hit into a double
play.

The Tigers retied it in the bottom of the
fifth off a Scott Pala single and a Ben
Hellums RBI ground out, but the Wildcats
took the lead for good in the top of the sev-
enth with a solo home run by Haskin to
make it 4-3.

In the eighth, PRCC powered ahead
with a four-run effort. Lead off Brown
reached on an error, moved to second of
Anthonyís sacrifice, and Hadley singled.
Mount crushed an RBI double to left, scor-
ing Hadley, then Pugh walked and Garner
was belted by pitch to load the bases. 

Haskin and Smith drew back-to-back
walks to push two more runs home to
make it 8-3

Northeast’s three runs in the bottom of
the frame cut Pearl Riverís lead to 8-6, but
the Wildcats added four more in the ninth
when Brown led off with a single to right,
moved to second off Anthonyís sac bunt,
and Hadley followed with a two-run
homer over the left field wall. 

After Mount singled to center, Pugh
grounded out, but Garner followed with a
two-run homer to make it 12-6.

The Tigers managed a pair of base run-
ners in the bottom of the frame, but Alef
grounded out to end the game.

Starter Brandon Pennington (5-4) of
Sumrall High got the win in his seven in-
nings of work, giving up four hits, striking
out seven, and walking three, while Luke
McGee, an Ohio State transfer out of
Wooster (Oh.) High pitched a third of a
frame, giving up two hits, striking out one
and walking two. 

Lee pitched one-and-two-thirds innings
of relief, giving up two hits and recording
a strikeout.

Mount paced the Wildcats’
15-hit effort with two doubles
and a single (one RBI), while
Garner homered and doubled
(two RBIs), Hadley homered
and singled (three RBIs),
Anthony and Brown had two
singles each, Haskin homered
(two RBIs), Smith doubled
(one RBI), and Dolan (one
RBI) and Pugh both had hits.

GAME ONE: NORTH-
EAST 9, PEARL RIVER 8

Pearl River blew a three-run
lead in the bottom of the ninth
to fall to Northeast Mississippi

9-8 in the opening game of the
series.

Taylor (3-1) got the loss de-
spite pitching on one-third of
an inning of relief, giving up a
hit, walking three, and account-
ing for two earned runs, while
Brumfield went the first five-
and-a-third, giving up six hits,
striking out four, walking three,
and giving up three earned
runs. McGee faced a batter in
the sixth, while Lee went two-
and-two thirds, giving up a hit,
walking one, and giving up two
earned runs.   
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Pearl River Community College sophomore softball class
for 2014 is from left: Front row - Miranda Fazende and
Rachel Breland of Poplarville, Megan Scronce of Petal,
Courtney Warr, Emily  Jackson and Ashley Hawkins of

Theodore, Ala., and Becky Mitchell of Carriere. Back row -
Kelsea Lewis of Oak Grove, Micah Davis of Poplarville, Allie
Flint of Madison Central, Ashton Rogers of Poplarville,
Heather Boutwell of Oak Grove and Kaci Lantrip of Terry. 

Left, PRCC’s Rachel Hickman delivers a pitch in the Lady Wildcats’ 4-3 victory over East Central in the first game of an
South Division doubleheader April 22 in Poplarville. Hickman (16-8) also took the win in the 7-3 nightcap in relief. PRCC
clinched third place in the South with the sweep. Right, PRCC sophomore pitcher Ashley Hawkins of Theodore, Ala., fires a
pitch to the plate in the MACJC State Tournament. Photos by Mitch Deaver. 

Sports Hall inducts Daniels

PRCC President William Lewis (right) presents Doug
Daniels with his Mississippi Community and Junior College
Sports Hall of Fame award.

Former Pearl River
Community College football
great Doug Daniels was induct-
ed into the Mississippi
Community and Junior College
Sports Hall of Fame during
ceremonies on April 29 in
Jackson.

Daniels, 81, who lives in
Poplarville with his wife,
Phyllis, was one of 15 in-
ductees into the class. Daniels
was a standout football player
at PRCC from 1950-52 follow-
ing an outstanding high school
career at Poplarville High.

“This award means every-
thing to me,” said Daniels.
“Pearl River College has been
in my life since I was a toddler.
I used to play football on
Sunday afternoons on the cam-
pus until I was old enough to
play varsity ball. The school has
always been a part of my life.”

As a 17-year-old PRCC
freshman in 1950, Daniels
started as a halfback and then
played the balance of the year
at defensive safety.  He led the
defense with six interceptions
in six games, returned punts
and kicked PATs.

When Daniels was a sopho-
more, late coach Dobie
Holden, a Mississippi
Community and Junior College
Sports Hall inductee, moved
him to quarterback. One of his
best passing games was four
touchdown passes in a 47-0
win at East Mississippi. He
also handled all the punting and
kicking duties.

Daniels, a PRCC Sports Hall
of Fame inductee, was named
to the All-State first team as the
quarterback. He also received
the PRCC J. J. Holcomb
Outstanding Athlete Award.  

“This is one of the great hon-
ors an athlete could have,” said
Daniels. Daniels was recruited
by Tulane University, the
University of Southern
Mississippi, and Southeastern
Louisiana. He chose South-
eastern and alternated at quar-
terback, halfback, and safety

on defense. Southeastern won
the Gulf States Conference co-
championship both years he
played at SLU.  

In 1954, after receiving his
mathematics degree, he joined
the Army.  

Doug and his wife, Phyllis,
who is a 36-year PRCC busi-
ness instructor retiree, have
been married for 47 years and
have three children, Darla
(David), Dana (Kevin), and
Bryan (Laura), and 13 grand-
children. 

Above, sophomore Heather Boutwell of Oak
Grtove gets herself ready for the next pitch.
Above right, Megan Scronce of Petal takes a
swing at a pitch in the MACJC State
Tournament. Below right, Emily Jackson of
Theodore, Ala., gets ready to move on the
pitch. Photos by Mitch Deaver.

PRCC’s Kaci Lantrip, a sophomore from Terry, watches the ball as she rips one against
Jones JC in the MACJC State Tournament at Itawamba. The Lady Wildcats advance to
the Region 23 Tournament this weekend in Ellisville.

Pearl River’s Lady Wildcats
went three-and-out at the
MACJC State Softball
Tournament last weekend at
Itawamba Community College.

The River dropped into the
losers’ bracket with an opening
9-0 setback to second-ranked
Jones County on Friday before
rebounding with a 5-0 shutout
to eliminate host ICC on
Saturday to clinch a berth in the
May 8-10 Region 23
Tournament at JCJC, but was
eliminated immediately after-
wards with a hard-fought 4-3
loss to Mississippi Gulf Coast.

JCJC defeated MGCCC 7-1
in Sunday’s title game.

GULF COAST 4, PRCC 3
In the Lady Wildcats’ third

game of the tournament, things
looked bright for PRCC when it
went up 2-0 in the first inning
when Emily Jackson of
Theodore (Ala.) High cracked a
two-out single and Kelsea
Lewis of Oak Grove followed
by smashing a two-run homer.

That lead remained intact
until the third when the Lady
Bulldogs tied it up.

Pearl River left runners at
second and third in the top of
the fifth, but Gulf Coast added a
go-ahead run in the bottom of
the frame when Brooke Gaston
led off with a home run. PRCC
starter Hawkins exited the
mound at that point for her for-
mer prep teammate Courtney
Warr, who immediately struck
out Britney Butler and gave up
a single to Brooke Ladner be-
fore Cocoa Bender reached on a
fielderís choice.

The Lady Wildcats answered
with a game-tying run in the
fifth when Heather Boutwell of
Oak Grove smacked a one-out
single to right and scored off
Jackson’s double.

In the bottom of the inning,
Warr gave up a lead off single
Desporte before walking two
straight to load the corners,

prompting her mound exit for
Rachel Hickman of Poplarville
High. Craft outran an infield
grounder for a base hit for the
game-winning run.

Warr (3-3) got the loss in her
one-and-a-third innings of relief
work, giving up a hit, striking
out one, and walking two.
Hawkins went three frames,
giving up three hits, while
Hickman pitched the final one-
and-two-thirds.

Jackson paced PRCC’s eight-
hit effort with a double and a
single (one RBI), while Kaci
Lantrip of Terry cracked two
hits, Lewis homered (two
RBIs), and Boutwell, Hannah
Holloway and Megan Scronce
all singled.

PRCC 5, ITAWAMBA 0
The River eliminated host

Itawamba in its first game
Saturday. 

After a scoreless first inning,
the Lady Wildcats went up 1-0
in the bottom of the second
when leadoff Hickman was
belted by a pitch, moved to sec-
ond off Hollowayís ground out,
and scored of Lantrip’s double.

In the bottom of the second,
Lewis had a one-out single to
left before Hickman smashed a
two-run homer over the center
field fence an out later to put
The River up 3-0.

The Lady Indians went three
up, three down in the top of the
fourth, but the Lady Wildcats
padded its lead with a two runs
in the bottom of the frame. 

Flint led off with a single and
scored off Scronceís ensuing
triple. 

Hickman (20-9) got the win
in going the distance, giving up
four hits, striking out four,
walking two.

Hickman paced Pearl River’s
six-hit effort with a homer (two
RBIs), while Scronce tripled
(one RBI), Lantrip doubled
(one RBI), and Flint, Holloway,
and Lewis all had singles.

Lady Wildcats
make ready
for Region 23
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 13 YEARS.
We offer extended hours and weekend services for patients suffering from acute illnesses and/or 
minor emergencies that need immediate attention.  In addition to these services The Poplarville Clinic 
also provides: 

Our providers offer prompt, comprehensive evaluation and care to patients of all ages. 

HOURS:

8 a.m. to 5 p.m 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

The 2014 class of Pearl River Community College men’s
soccer signees recently attended a signing day on the
PRCC campus in Poplarville. Signees included from left:
Front row - Johnny Longo and Grant Adam of Bay St.
Louis, Erik LeGier of Biloxi, Jay Fletcher of East Central,
Luke Hicks of Leakesville, Cole Wooten of Lucedale, Marco
Montana of Biloxi, and Trevor Krol of Gulfport. Standing -

Austin Ladner of Bay St. Louis, Brennan Kim of Gulfport,
Gavin Helton of Gulfport, Mark Mangum of Kenner, La.,
Zack Vickers and Chance Bourdene of Ridgeland, Michael
Archibald of Ocean Springs, Cruz Rangle of d’Iberville, and
Nick Myers of Gulfport. Not pictured were Romar Smith of
Gulfport and Kyle Courtney of Leakesville. Head coach of
the PRCC men’s soccer team is Paul Martin.

The 2014 class of Pearl River Community College women’s soccer signees recently at-
tended a signing day on the PRCC campus in Poplarville. Signees included from left:
Taylor Hunt of Gulfport, Hailey Furlan of Bay St. Louis, Amber Dye of Gulfport, and Mia
Bridges of Laurel. Standing - Sarah Daniels of Madison, Delaney Gustafson of Ocean
Springs, Lexxi Gautreaux of Lafayette, La., and Jessie Cochran of Lucedale. Head coach
of the PRCC women’s soccer team is Jack Byrd.

Incoming soccer Wildcats and 2013 awards

The PRCC women’s soccer team recently held its 2013-14 awards banquet. Players rec-
ognized include from left: Front row - Karly Mitchell of Poplarville (All-State), Christina
Gentry of Horn Lake (All-Region 23), Alajandra Garcia of Olive Branch, Chelsea Parsons
of Biloxi (All-Region 23) and Torri Ladd of Biloxi (All Region 23). Back row - Jessica
Dexter of Horn Lake, Kacy Mixon of Hurley (All Region 23), and managers Mary Turner
of Madison and Shelby Stiglets of Oak Grove. Not pictured are Brooke Blackledge of
Laurel (All-State) and Courtney Caldarelli of Long Beach (All-State).

Justin Broussard
Freshman All-State 

Trey Wesson 
Freshman All-State 

Jackson Harlan
All-State team

Dylan Garrett
Soph. All-Region

Austin Douglas
2-time All-State

Dyllon Beasley
Soph. All-Region

Right photo, sophomore
Mike Allizzo (center) of
Ocean Springs, flanked by
head coach Paul Martin and
student assistant coach
Micajah Holland, was a two-
time All-Region and All-
State player, and also a
second-team All American
for the MACJC champion
Wildcats.

Allizzo earns
top honors
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