
POPLARVILLE - Pearl
River Community College
won an unprecedented two
soccer MACJC State
Tournament championships
in a single day, Oct. 21.

The PRCC men, the South
Division’s No. 1 seed, defeated
Holmes 4-2. The PRCC
women, seeded South No. 2,
shutout South No. 1 Jones
County 2-0.

The Lady Wildcats have
previously won MACJC
crowns in 2005 and 2009,

while the Wildcats were also
state champs in 2003. This
season, PRCC’s men won
their fourth South Division
title since the inaugural sea-
son of the program in 1999;
while its women boast six di-
vision championships.

In the women’s game, things
were scoreless for most of the
first half until The River’s
Karly Mitchell of Poplarville
High booted a goal off an assist
by Christina Gentry of Horn
Lake High  with 3:34 left be-
fore the intermission.

Pearl River maintained its
one-goal lead until Kacy
Mixon out of East Central
High in Hurley scored at the
39:30 mark of the second half.

JCJC’s women swept PRCC
during the regular season
with a 3-2 victory Sept. 22 in
Poplarville before taking a 2-0
shutout win Oct. 16 in
Ellisville which clinched the
South Division crown and the
No. 1 women’s seed.

“I thought they dictated
play the first two times we
played,” said PRCC coach

Jack Byrd.
“We changed things around

a little bit and put more pres-
sure on them. My girls were
relentless.”

The Lady Wildcats im-
proved to 11-2.

PRCC’s women defeated
Hinds 5-0 in the semi-finals.

The men’s title game was
scoreless for the first 20 min-
utes until the Wildcats’ Mike
Allizzo of Ocean Springs
scored at the 22:20 mark of
the first half. A minute-and-a-
half later, Austin Douglas of
Gulfport scored on a header to
make it 2-0 Pearl River.

Holmes cut the Wildcats’
lead to one with a goal at the
12:03 mark, but Garrett Head
of Oak Grove scored with 34
seconds left before the inter-
mission off an Allizzo assists
to take a 3-1 lead at the break.

Hunter Warren kicked a
goal to pull the Bulldogs’ to
within one at 3-2. Douglas
iced the victory with 2:13 left
with the game’s final score.

PRCC’s men beat East
Central 2-0 in the semi-finals.

“My boys have always re-
sponded,” said Coach Paul
Martin. “They put in the
work. To win a championship,
you have to put in a lot of hard
work and you have to have a
bit of good fortune.”

The state championships
were the first at PRCC in
sports since the softball team
won the state championship
in 2010.

■ MMoorree  ssoocccceerr  ccoovveerraaggee,,
ppaaggeess  1122--1133..

Pearl River Community College offers equal education and employ-
ment opportunities. We do not discriminate on the basis of race, reli-
gion, color, sex, age, national origin, veteran status, or disability. For
inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies or to request ac-
commodations, special assistance, or alternate format publication,
please contact Tonia Moody, ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator, at P.O.
Box 5118, Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601 403-1060.

Non-discrimination statement

Phi Theta Kappa, RiverRoad
holding fundraising events

2012 Homecoming court

Above, the Pearl River Community College
2012 homecoming court is, from left, fresh-
man maids Victoria Farmer of Picayune and
Taylor Smith of Pearl, sophomore maid
Presley Stiglets, Forrest County Center soph-
omore maid Laykin Posey, queen Whitney
Waits, all of Hattiesburg; Hancock Center
maid Ashley Chasez of Waveland, Forrest
County Center freshman maid Whitney Ware
of Petal, sophomore maid Stevany Jackson
and freshman maid ZyQuona McGill, both of
Hattiesburg.
Left, Dr. William Lewis, president of Pearl
River Community College, crowns Whitney
Waits of Hattiesburg 2012 homecoming
queen Saturday as her father, Billy Waits,
looks on with pride.More coverage, page 8. 
PRCC Public Relations photos

Clean sweep for PRCC soccer teams
Lady Wildcats drop Jones 2-0; Wildcats 4-2 winners

PRCC coach Jack Byrd ac-
cepts the championship tro-
phy from Jim Southward,
MACJC athletic commissioner.

PRCC coach Paul Martin
accepts the championship
trophy from Jim Southward,
MACJC athletic commissioner.

PPOPLARVILLE - Dr. Pamela Jones
brought a deeply-held personal interest to
her lecture Oct. 25 as the recipient of the
Humanities Teacher of the Year Award at
Pearl River Community College.

Jones discussed “Dyslexia and the
Music Student” on the Poplarville cam-
pus.

A music instructor at PRCC in
Poplarville, she has appeared in numerous
stage productions in the Hattiesburg area.
But it is her experience with her 12-year-
old son, who is dyslexic, that sparked her
interest in the topic.

“Most people think that dyslexia only
affects a person’s ability to read, but it can
make it very difficult for a person studying
music as well,” she said. “Students who
have dyslexia have difficulty decoding
symbols when they read. Music consists
of symbols, so they have trouble remem-
bering the note names, for example.

“It’s very frustrating. It’s also hard for
them to count, to learn rhythm. It’s hard
for singers because it’s difficult to read the
words and read the music at the same
time.”

Despite the difficulty, studying music
can be very beneficial to a dyslexic stu-
dent, a topic under study by the National
Institutes of Health, she said.

“When my own son started taking
piano, his reading scores shot up several
grade levels,” Jones said. “It’s helped him
tremendously in processing information.”

The Mississippi Humanities Council an-
nually honors teachers from all regions of
the state with the award. Each honoree re-
ceives a $500 honorarium and presents a

special lecture in his or her  discipline to
the community.

“Dr. Jones is an exceptional example of
an instructor staying current in her cho-
sen field,” said Dr. Martha Lou Smith,
vice president for general education and
technology services. “Not only is she ac-
tive in performance and professional or-
ganizations, she explores ways in which to
enhnace the learning experience of her
students.”

Jones teaches voice, music appreciation
and theory lab at PRCC. She holds an as-
sociate’s degree from Jones County Junior
College and the bachelor of music educa-
tion and the master of music in vocal per-
formance degrees from the University of
Southern Mississippi. 

She spent a year studying voice, opera
and Italian language in Italy as an
International Rotary Foundation graduate
scholar and earned a diploma in Italian
language from the L’Universita Italiana
per Stranieri in Perugia, Italy.  Upon re-
turning to the United States, she attended
the University of Maryland, College Park
where she completed the acclaimed
Maryland Opera Studio program and re-
ceived the Doctor of Musical Arts degree
in Vocal Performance and Literature.

While living in the Washington, D.C.
area, Jones was a finalist in the National
Symphony Orchestra Young Soloist
Competition, appeared on the Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts’ Young
Performers’ Recital Series and received
the Maryland Governor’s Award for
Excellence twice. She has appeared in nu-
merous concerts and recitals in the U.S.

and Italy.
Jones has appeared with the

Hattiesburg Civic Light Opera as Anna in
The King and I, Elsa in The Sound of
Music and Jenny Lind in Barnum. With
Southern Opera and Musical Theatre, she
performed the lead role in Susannah,
Frasquita in Carmen, and a lead role in It’s
a Grand Night for Singing. She attends
Trinity Episcopal Church where she sings
in the choir. Jones is a Pokemon League
Leader and former Rome, Italy Pokemon
champion. 

She and her husband, Luigi Zaninelli,
have one son, Gian Luigi.

Jones Humanities Teacher of Year

Dr. Pamela Jones

Remember to vote Nov. 6: See page 10

Hope McKellip and Michael Bass were married on
Friday, Oct. 19, at Malone Chapel. She is a PRCC music
instructor, accompanies the PRCC Singers concert choir
and plays keyboard in the RiverRoad showchoir band.
Bass is assistant director of bands and plays trumpet in
the RiverRoad band.

Congratulations

Donations are being accepted until the Thanksgiving break
for a Forrest County Agricultural High School senior project
to benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Donation jars are located at Logan’s Quick Stop, the Mini
Mart, Circle D and the PRCC Baptist Student Union.

Donations for St. Jude’s hospital

AEOP fund-raiser underway 

■ Phi Theta Kappa members are participating in the honor
society’s annual cheese sale.  

Orders can be placed through Tuesday, Nov. 6. Payment is
required when ordering. The cheese, wrapped in cellophane,
will be delivered the week before the Thanksgiving break.

Prices are $9 for a two-pound block of mild, sharp or extra
sharp cheddar and $6 for 12 ounces of jalapeno cheese.

To order, contact a Phi Theta Kappa member or e-mail me
advisor Stephanie Lee at slee@prcc.edu.

■ The PRCC showchoir, RiverRoad, is selling Rada Cutlery
to raise money for a trip to New York in March.

Orders will be taken through Monday, Nov. 5.
Contact any RiverRoad member or director LaDona Tyson

at extension 1272.

The PRCC Wellness Center is offering yoga classes from
6:30 to 7:45 p.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays.

Anyone who is already registered can come to both classes
each week at no extra charge.

Wellness Center members can pay $5 per class and attend
the remaining classes on Monday, Nov. 5, 12 and 26 or
Wednesday, on Nov. 7, 14 and 28.

For information, contact Tara Rouse at 601-403-1342 or
trouse@prcc.edu  or Jim Sones at 601-273-0484 or yo-
gisones@yahoo.com. 

Wellness center will be offering
yoga classes throughout November

The Mississippi State University Chamber Ensemble will
present at recital at 10:50 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 1, at Malone
Chapel.

The group is composed of three faculty members and two stu-
dents. The program will include Nocturne Op. 27, N.1 in C-
Sharp Minor by Chopin; Movement 7 of Polychromatic
Diversions for Clarinet by Ronald Caravan; two movements
from Preludes from Book I by Debussy; and three movements
from Trio N. 2 for Clarinet, Bassoon and Piano by Bill Douglas. 

Miss. State Ensemble presents
recital at Malone Chapel Nov. 1

Spring semester registration
begins Nov. 1 at all campuses

Registration for the spring 2013 semester begins Thursday,
Nov. 1.

Access the schedule on the PRCC website.
Traditional registration will be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Friday, Jan.4, at the Hancock Center; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 7, at the Forrest County Center; and 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 8, on the Poplarville campus.

Day and night classes begin Wednesday, Jan. 9.

The PRCC chapter of the Association of Educational Office
Professionals is selling a variety of logo items as a fund-raiser.

Items that can be personalized with the PRCC logo and slo-
gans, such as Roll River Roll, include insulated tumblers, cake
carriers, window decals and car tags. Prices range from $8 to
$10.

To see the items or for more information, contact Linda
Nowell in the institutional research office at extension 1420 or
by email at lnowell@prcc.edu.
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By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

It’s that time of year again. The
leaves are falling and the tempera-
tures are getting cooler.

But this time of year not only
brings about a change of seasons, it
also begins the start of the FLU sea-
son. Influenza, or the “flu”, is caused
by a contagious respiratory virus
that can cause mild to severe symp-
toms and more serious complica-
tions such as bacterial pneumonia.

The Mississippi State Department
of Health reports that approximately
600 Mississippi residents die annual-
ly from the flu and pneumonia. 

Flu symptoms usually appear with-
in one-four days after being infected
with the virus and may last for sever-
al days. These symptoms can appear
suddenly and may include:

■ Fever of 101-104 degrees F. last-
ing 3-4 days;

■ Severe body aches and pains;
■ Severe headaches;
■ Weakness/Fatigue and extreme

exhaustion lasting up to 3 weeks;
■ Loss of appetite;
■ Coughing and chest discomfort

that can be severe, and stuffy nose,
sneezing, and sore throat (these
occur frequently with the common
cold).

The flu is spread in respiratory
droplets when a person coughs or
sneezes. These droplets may be in-
haled directly or transferred by
touching contaminated objects such
as door handles, shaking hands, re-
mote controls, phones,
etc., and then touching
your mouth or nose. The
virus can live up to 8
hours on hard surfaces.

Below are some steps
you can take to decrease
your risk of “catching” the
flu.

■ Wash your hands. 
■ Follow the 3-Foot

Rule: Try to stay at least
three feet away from
someone who is sick. If you have the
flu, STAY HOME. 

■ Don’t cover your mouth with
your hands unless you are able to
wash them immediately.

■ If you don’t have a tissue avail-
able, bend at the waist and cough or
sneeze to the ground. This will pre-

vent your hands from becoming con-
taminated.

■ Maintain a healthy lifestyle: Get
plenty of rest, maintain good nutri-
tion and plenty of fluids.

■ Get the flu shot. Vaccination is
the best means of protection against
contracting the flu. 

The State Department of Health is
recommending flu shots for everyone

six months of age and
older and especially those
at risk from influenza
complications, such as
young children, adults 50
and older, pregnant
women, and those with
chronic illnesses. 

MSDH flu shots will be
$10 for children six
months through 18 years
and $25 for adults.

The best time to get
your flu shot from the health depart-
ment is between 8 -10 a.m. and 1-3
p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, and
Fridays. 

The Pearl River County Health
Department is located at 7063 Hwy
11 in Carriere. The phone number is
601-798-6212.

Flu Shots will be available for all
faculty/staff and students on
Monday, Oct. 29 in Crosby Hall for a
fee of $22 through Work Well Clinic
of Hattiesburg between the hours of
10 a.m. and 1p.m.

October and November are the
ideal months to be vaccinated, but
you may still benefit from vaccines
given in December and later.

The flu season begins in October
and may last as late as May. The tim-
ing and the duration of the flu sea-
sons varies from place to place but
the peak season usually occurs dur-
ing the winter months. 

Some side effects from the flu vac-
cine that you may experience include
soreness at the injection site, a low-
grade fever, or minor aches. Some
physicians recommend taking aceta-
minophen (Tylenol) prior or after
taking the flu vaccine for these minor
side effects. 

If you are one of the unfortunate
ones to catch the flu, here are some
things you can do to relieve the
symptoms.

1. Get plenty of rest. STAY HOME
and in bed. This will help your body
recover and decrease the chances of

you spreading the virus to others.
2. Drink plenty of fluids to prevent

dehydration.
3. Use over the counter medica-

tions such as cough syrups to relieve
symptoms. 

4. Use a humidifier to loosen secre-
tions and ease coughing.

5. Avoid alcohol and tobacco.
6. Take over the counter pain re-

lievers and fever reducers such as
Tylenol. Do not give aspirin to a
child or teenager with flu or flu-like
symptoms.

7. See your doctor for severe symp-
toms or those lasting longer than 7-
10 days. 

The CDC has a Flu Information
Hotline that you may call for further
information. The Hotline number is
1-800-232-4636 and is available 24
hours a day.

■ YYoouu  mmaayy  ccaallll  HHeeaalltthh  SSeerrvviicceess
CClliinniicc  aatt  440033--11330033  ffoorr  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss
yyoouu  mmaayy  hhaavvee  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  fflluu  oorr
aannyy  ootthheerr  hheeaalltthh  ccoonncceerrnn..  OOffffiiccee
hhoouurrss  aarree  MMoonnddaayy  tthhrroouugghh  FFrriiddaayy  88
aa..mm..  ttoo  33  pp..mm..  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ffaallll  aanndd
sspprriinngg  sseemmeesstteerrss..  TThhee  HHeeaalltthh
SSeerrvviicceess  CClliinniicc  iiss  ffrreeee  ttoo  aallll  ccuurrrreenntt
PPRRCCCC  ssttuuddeennttss,,  ffaaccuullttyy  aanndd  ssttaaffff..  

Hall

Guard against getting the flu; take flu shot

By ABBIE McMAHON
The Drawl Staff Writer

Three months ago, I made a huge decision
to come to Pearl River Community College.
As a full time student, I stay on campus.

Waking myself up in the morning is not that
difficult. When I was in high school, my mom
would always get me out of bed to get ready.
Now, I just set my alarm and get up when it
goes off. 

Of course, here the campus is
much bigger than any high school
that I know of. So I make sure I set
my alarm in time for me to get
ready and get to class from my
dorm room on time.

From high school to PRCC  was-
n’t that big of an adjustment for me.
The school work is a lot harder, con-
sidering if you study or not, and
there isn’t as much homework. 

In high school, I had homework
almost every night. You do things at
your own speed for the most part in college. 

Coming to college, I didn’t think I was going

to make that many friends. I was completely
wrong about that! Band and color guard
helped me meet so many new people.

A few people came here from Oak Grove
High School like me, but I consider myself in
a new social environment. Living on campus
has given me the opportunity to meet more
people too. 

My roommate and suite mates are the best.
The biggest change for me is all the
freedom you have as a college stu-
dent. Some people get carried away
with the free time, but you have to
manage your time wisely.

Another big change that doesn’t
really make a difference is not hav-
ing to wear uniforms.

Having the freedom to wear what
you want as an individual makes a
big difference to some. It is definite-
ly more comfortable.

Just always make time to study,
have friends, and get good sleep and

you will do great in college.
■ AAbbbbiiee  MMccMMaahhoonn  iiss  aa  ffrreesshhmmaann  ssttuuddeenntt

ffrroomm  OOaakk  GGrroovvee..

McMahon

My transition from high school
to college not that difficult

Breast cancer is about more
than just an awareness issue

By CHRISTINE LOVELESS
The Drawl Staff Writer

With movies based on comic books, video
games, science fiction, and anime being at an
all-time high, conventions are more popular
than ever.

Anime is Japanese animation, such as
Pokemon, Dragonball, Spirited Away, and
Astroboy. However, anime is not like
American cartoons.

They deal with problems of suicide, death,
bullying, relationships, and war. All conven-
tions have different activities, but
they all have the same core events.
The core events all conventions
have: A cosplay (a combination of
costume and play) contest, a con-
cert, and celebrity guests.

The costumes you see people
wearing most of the time they made
themselves; usually taking up to
two to three months to design and
sew. (Sometimes even weld.)

In September there was
Mechacon. Mechacon is a primarily
anime-video game based convention.
This was Mechacon’s 8th year and its third
year in New Orleans. This year, attendance
was around 5,000 for the weekend of Sept. 7-
9.

Average age for attendance was 18.
Therefore, alcohol is not allowed on the con-
vention floor at any time, and there are no
room parties sanctioned by the convention.
The big celebrity guests were Jason David
Frank (The green ranger from power rangers.)
and Darren Norris (Fairly Odd Parents voice
actor and the janitor from Ned Declassified).
The website is

http://www.mechacon.com.
CONtraflow is a convention in October for

Sci-fi and books. This is a small convention
and only in its second year. The attendance
was only 400. It is a more adult oriented con-
vention; with the average age of attendance
being the mid 30’s.

The events for a convention that has more
adult attendees then minor attendees are a lot
different.  Room parties are the big draw for
conventions with more of an adult presence.
This convention had about six different room
parties with three different themes. 

The whole experience of this
style of convention is more relaxed
and like a giant party filled with a
bunch of people just like you. This
is a small convention therefore has
small name celebrities. The website
is
http://www.contraflowscifi.org/.

The last convention held in New
Orleans is Wizard World Comic
Con. This is a traveling convention
and has a lot of big name celebri-
ties. This year it is to have Stan Lee,

Patrick Stewart, Kevin Sorbo, Dean
Cain, and so many more then I can name.
Wizard World occurs at the New Orleans con-
vention center, and because of that the hours
of the convention are not 24 hours.

Wizard World is the closest a lot of us will
ever get to the holy grail of San Diego Comic
Con. 

This year’s convention will be on Nov. 30-
Dec. 2. The website is:

http://www.wizardworld.com/home-
neworleans.html.

■ CChhrriissttiinnee  LLoovveelleessss  iiss  aa  ssoopphhoommoorree  ssttuu--
ddeenntt  ffrroomm  PPiiccaayyuunnee..

Loveless

New Orleans’Geeky-side:
conventions with a twist

Left, Christine Loveless dressed up as “Baby Doll’ from the movie Sucker Punch at the
CONtraflow convention in New Orleans. Middle, convention goers dress up as Nurse Joy
and Officer Jenny from Pokemon. Right, photo features the Dee-Dee Twins from the
movie Batman.

By JAMES HAMANN
The Drawl Staff Writer

What does PRCC mean to you? To the Spirit
of the River Marching Band, it stands for
pride, respect, class and character.

Dr. Kyle Hill has implanted this motto into
his students to strive to do their best on and off
of the field. 

The band has put much effort into this year’s
halftime performance entitled, “Fear Factor,”
which includes the famous hits
Thriller by Michael Jackson,
Somebody’s Watching Me by
Rockwell, Night on Bald Mountain
from Disney’s Fantasia 2000, and
Resolution from Ghostbusters.

This year, The Spirit of the River
came together as a unit to try to put
PRCC’s name in the record books as
one of the best JuCo bands in
Mississippi.

Freshman saxophone player
Brandon Edenfield informed me
about his thoughts on the band this
year. 

“I felt that the band’s chemistry worked to-
gether so well that it is the best band I have
ever been a part of. We strived toward trying to
be the best band in Mississippi and in my
heart, I felt that we achieved that goal.”

Freshman colorguard captain Brandi Logan
said, “Working with a college colorguard and
band was a great but new change for me. I
loved how when we all worked together, it
flowed so well. Being a part of this is definite-
ly an amazing feeling and I wouldn’t change
this marching season for anything.” 

The feeling as the minutes count down to-
wards half-time is an unbelievable one, know-
ing that we want the crowd to be as pumped as

we are as we perform. 
Each of us in the band have our

own part to put in and with every-
body putting in 100 percent, we
have the ability to make the music
come to life for the audience.

On Oct. 6 at Oak Grove High
School, the Spirit of the River per-
formed for numerous high school
students and since that perform-
ance, Dr. Hill and Mr. Bass have re-
ceived many phone calls from those
students wondering what they can
do to become a part of the band pro-

gram and a future Wildcat. 
Overall, the band program has had an amaz-

ing season and this is only the beginning of
many years for the band to make an impact in
the college, community, and state.

■ JJaammeess  HHaammaannnn  iiss  aa  ffrreesshhmmaann  ssttuuddeenntt
ffrroomm  PPiiccaayyuunnee..  

Hamann

Spirit of the River band
has had amazing season

Wildcat cheerleader Colt Turnage of Sandy Hook is the first and only contestant to kick a
field goal during halftime of a PRCC game to win a $250 tuition give-away. He is shown
with SGA secretary Justin Keys, left, and SGA vice president Zach Husband, both of
Hattiesburg, after his successful kick on Thursday, Oct. 25. PRCC Public Relations photo

Tuition give-away winner

By SHAQUELL THOMAS
The Drawl Staff Writer

Many people know of breast bancer due to its
awareness month and its famous pink ribbon.
In fact most people only know it as a pink rib-
bon, but today I will inform you all about the
different stages to the treatments.

Breast cancer awareness is important to me be-
cause it has had an effect on my fami-
ly. A couple of years ago my stepmoth-
er was diagnosed with breast cancer.
She went through many stages and
changes; this was very hard to watch
especially at a young age.

She fought a good fight but even-
tually lost the battle. Having breast
cancer changed her life; she was lim-
ited to many things. My stepmother
had four children of her own; three
sons and one daughter. 

She died in 2009. She did not get to
see me or my sister graduate from high
school but we know that she is with us.
Breast cancer is a BIG deal; it’s life changing.

Breast cancer is the result of a cancerous, ab-
normal growth of body tissue, or a tumor, within
the breast. The tumor may invade surrounding
tissues or shed cells throughout the bloodstream.

There are two main types of breast cancer.
The first is Ductal Carcinoma- starts in the
ducts that transport milk from the breast to the
nipple (most breast cancers are this type).

The second type is Lobular Carcinoma- starts
in the lobules (area that produces milk). 

Breast cancer can be invasive or noninvasive.
Invasive breast cancer can spread from ducts or
lobules to other tissue while noninvasive does

not go beyond the breast.
In time, one in eight women will be diag-

nosed with breast cancer.
There are many risk factors which you can-

not change or control and some you can. 
One of the factors that you cannot control is

age and gender. Even if the risks do not apply
to you, there are still symptoms to acknowl-
edge.

Early stages of breast cancer usual-
ly do not have symptoms, but later
signs include: Hard breast lumps and
lumps in the armpit, changes in size,
shape, or feel of the breast or nipple,
and also fluid coming from the nipple
(may be bloody, clear, yellow, green,
and pus like).  Also, since men can be
diagnosed with breast cancer, their
symptoms may include: bone pain,
breast lumps, and breast pain.  If any
of these symptoms apply to you, con-
sult your doctor.
There are many tests used to diag-

nose and monitor patients. Breast cancer treat-
ments are based on the type/stage of the cancer
and whether the cancer is sensitive to certain hor-
mones.  

If diagnosed with breast cancer between six
months to two years, the survival rate is an av-
erage of 78 percent. This also means that six
months after diagnosis nearly 96 percent of the
patients are still alive.

So if for any reason you think that you may
have breast cancer or even if it runs in your
family, please contact your local physician.

■ SShhaaqquueellll  TThhoommaass  iiss  aa  ffrreesshhmmaann  ssttuuddeenntt
ffrroomm  HHaattttiieessbbuurrgg..  

Thomas
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William Carey University has enjoyed a tremendous growth in enrollment in 
the past few years - in fact, enrollment just surpassed 4,000 students for the 

first time in our 120-year history. What’s behind this growth? It may be...

Our affordability. In fact, when compared to other universities around the state, both 
public and private, we’re not only competitive but a fantastic alternative. We offer 

transfer students not only many academic opportunities but also great scholarships!

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS

Presidential Scholarship for 3.5-above cumulative GPA
– On-campus $5,600 – Off-campus $4,000

Academic Scholarship for 3.0-3.49 cumulative GPA
– On-campus $4,500 – Off-campus $2,900

Opportunity Scholarship for 2.5-2.99 cumulative GPA
– On-campus $3,500 – Off-campus $1,900

Addditional $300 per year for Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society members

TALENT  AND ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIPS

Talent scholarships are available in instrumental music,
vocal music, newspaper, yearbook, forensics and theatre
Carey offers seven men’s sports and seven women’s sports 
and scholarships are available in eachwww.wmcarey.edu

The Pearl River Community College Student Government Association for 2012-13 is,
seated from left, Breanna Peters of Brandon, freshman secretary; Kacy Mixon of Hurley,
freshman vice president; Presley Stiglets of Hattiesburg, executive president; Stevany
Jackson of Hattiesburg, sophomore vice president; standing, Zaccheus Husband of
Hattiesburg, executive vice president; Desmond Edmondson of Hattiesburg, freshman
president; Michelle McKissack of Madison, sophomore secretary; Justin Keys of
Hattiesburg, executive secretary; and Logan Schaefer of Kiln, sophomore president. 

2012-13 SGA officers

■ Thursday, Nov. 1 - Forrest County Center
Career Fair, 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., Multipurpose
room

■ Registration for spring begins
■ Monday, Nov. 5 - Bingo night, 7 p.m.,

Bender Cafeteria
■ Monday, Nov. 12 - Movie night, 8 p.m., be-

tween Bender Cafeteria and Seal Hall
■ Tuesday, Nov. 13 - Marion-Jefferson Davis

County Alumni Chapter fundraising steak din-
ner; 5-6 p.m. carry out, 6:30 dine-in at Cane’s
Restaurant in Foxworth

■ Thursday, Nov. 15 - Scholarship Donor
Dinner, 6:30 p.m., Bender Cafeteria

■ Monday, Nov. 19 - Friday, Nov. 23 -
Thanksgiving Holidays

■ Monday, Nov. 26 - Thursday, Nov. 29 -
Night class finals

■ Monday, Nov. 26 - Movie night, 8 p.m., be-
tween Bender Cafeteria and Seal Hall

■ Thursday, Nov. 29, and Friday, Nov. 30 -
Last days of MWF and TT classes

Christmas Concert featuring PRCC Singers
and The Voices, 10:50 a.m. and 7 p.m., Malone
Chapel

■ Monday, Dec. 3 - Make-up day for classes
lost to Hurricane Isaac.

■ Monday, Dec. 3 - Wednesday, Dec. 5 -
Exam Cram; snacks, pizza and soft drinks for
dorm students

■ Tuesday, Dec. 4 - Tacky Christmas Sweater

Day.
■ Tuesday, Dec. 4 - Friday, Dec.7 - Final ex-

aminations
■ Thursday, Dec. 6 - Associate degree nurs-

ing pinning ceremony, 7 p.m., Bender cafeteria
■ Monday, Dec. 10 - Pinning ceremonies for

Forrest County practical nursing, surgical tech-
nology programs, 11 a.m., multi purpose room

■ Monday, Dec. 10 - Friday, Dec. 21 - Winter
term short courses

■ Friday, Dec. 14 - Last work day for staff 
■ Saturday, Dec. 22 - Short course finals
■ Thursday, Jan. 3 - Staff return
■ Friday, Jan. 4 - Faculty return
■ Registration at Hancock Center, 9 a.m.-5

p.m.
■ Monday, Jan. 7 - Registration at Forrest

County center, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
■ Tuesday, Jan. 8 - Registration in

Poplarville, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
■ Wednesday, Jan. 9 - Day and night classes

begin
■ Friday, Jan. 11 - Registration for on-line

classes ends, 3 p.m.
■ Monday, Jan. 21 - Martin Luther King hol-

iday; night classes meet
■ Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 11 and 12 -

Mardi Gras holidays
■ Monday, March 11 through Friday, March

15 - Spring break
■ Friday, March 29 - Good Friday holiday

Calendar of events

Pearl River hits the silver
screen with JuCo movie

Pearl River Community College held a pre-
mier for “Mississippi JUCO: The Toughest
Football League in America,” on Oct. 23 at The
Grand Theatre in Hattiesburg.

The premier was held in conjunction with
Jones County Junior College.

“Mississippi JUCO” is the brainchild of the
film’s executive producer X.M. Frascogna, a
Jackson entertainment lawyer who became fas-
cinated with the culture of Mississippi commu-
nity college football while researching his 2010
book about Bull Cyclone Sullivan. 

The movie features legendary PRCC coach
Dobie Holden.

Frascogna released “Mississippi JUCO” the
book in 2011 and soon after partnered with six

state community colleges to film the movie.
Shot on each campus during game days, the

feature-length documentary highlights the cam-
pus atmosphere, school history and on-field ac-
tion at PRCC, as well as Hinds, Itawamba,
Copiah Lincoln and East Mississippi communi-
ty colleges as well as Jones County Junior
College.

Frascogna, whose writing credits also in-
clude “Gridiron Gold” and “Y’all vs. Us,” in-
cludes on-camera interviews with PRCC alum-
ni as well as footage of the city of Poplarville
and the Spirit of the River marching band.

■ DVD’s of the movie are on sale through the
PRCC Development Foundation for $15. Call
601-403-1183 for details.

Dr. Jesse Smith, left, president of Jones County Junior College, and PRCC president Dr.
William Lewis wait for the coin toss by “referree” Mark Easley to determine who speaks
first at the pep rally before the movie screening. Below, the Wildcat and Bobcat team up
against Easley, who is the JCJC tennis coach.
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Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi Theta Kappa internation-
al honor society held its induction ceremony Sept. 24 at
the Forrest County Center of Pearl River Community
College. New members included from left: Front row -
Carolyn Lucas of Petal, vice president of Beta Tau
Gamma; Haden Anderson of Hattiesburg, Kimberly
Bennett of Petal, Laci Bilbo of Poplarville, Kimberly Coke
of New Augusta, Kevin Grice of Brooklyn, Jessica Hobold

of Sumrall, Catarina Munn of Sumrall and Franchesca
Oatis of Bassfield. Standing - Andy Sims, vice president of
Beta Tau Gamma; Jennifer Paul of Purvis, Samantha
Pledger of Hattiesburg, Skye Poole of Foxworth, Erin
Rauenhorst of Hattiesburg, Sandra Rench of Perkinston,
Kameron Smith of Hattiesburg, Raechel Stringer of
Hattiesburg, Graham Tant of Hattiesburg and Will Smith,
president of Beta Tau Gamma.

Beta Tau Gamma chapter of
Phi Theta Kappa interna-
tional honor society held its
induction ceremony Sept.
24 at the Forrest County
Center of Pearl River
Community College.
Officers for the local chapter
include from left: Carolyn
Lucas of Petal, vice presi-
dent; Andy Sims of Petal, 
vice president; and Will
Smith of Hattiesburg, presi-
dent.

Phi Theta Kappa induction

Beta Tau Gamma
officers for 2012-13

By LEE BELL
Director of Woodall Center

Last month I began the daunting task
of making readers aware of what we do at
The Woodall Center. This month I would
like to continue down that same path by
sharing the second installment.

Chapter two:  We provide EMT train-
ing.

In 2004, we began EMT training
through the Workforce Center in
Hattiesburg. At the time we didn’t have
sufficient training space so it
met in Petal specifically for
the Petal fire department.

Through the years, we have
moved from a customized
workforce class to a more for-
malized schedule of having a
class in the fall and spring se-
mester of each year. These
classes are held at the Woodall
Center and meet on Tuesday
and Thursday nights from 6
p.m. - 10 p.m.

The fall class this year started
on July 17 and will complete on Dec. 13.
The spring class is scheduled to start on
Jan. 22, and should complete by the mid-
dle of June, 2013.

Last year we added another class just
for the Hattiesburg Fire Department that
meets on Monday and Wednesday nights
and every other Saturday. About every
other year we provide EMT training for
the Lamar county fire department. In just
the past three years we have had 136 stu-
dents complete one of our EMT pro-
grams.

What is EMT training?
EMT stands for Emergency Medical

Technician. We provide the basic level of
EMT training. At this level, students re-
ceive training in areas such as: patient as-

sessment, cardiac arrest, spinal immobi-
lization, long bone fracture immobiliza-
tion, joint dislocation immobilization,
traction splinting, bleeding control,
shock management and oxygen adminis-
tration.

Successful completion of this program
will prepare students to take the National
Registry Exam. Once they have complet-
ed that exam, they will be eligible to
work in Mississippi as an EMT.

Our EMT program is a perfect exam-
ple of what short term, work-
force training should do. 

We can take people who are
not employed and after one se-
mester of training, provide
them with the knowledge and
skills to become registered to
work in that field.

Without this training you
can’t work as an EMT.

Who are our EMT stu-
dents? We have PRCC stu-
dents looking for a way to help

fund their education. We have
people looking for work. We have LPNs
looking to add critical care to their re-
sume. We have RNs looking to fly on the
rescue helicopters. We have fire fighters
looking to add skills and knowledge that
will provide for a salary increase. We
have people looking to work off-shore.
We have industry people looking to se-
cure a safety position. We also have peo-
ple looking for a career pathway.

EMT-basic level doesn’t have to be a
stopping point if you don’t want it to be.
Many of our students add additional
training to become Paramedics.

More education and skills will lead to a
better paying job. The U.S. Department
of Labor expects 74,500 jobs to be creat-
ed between 2010 and 2012 in this field.
Your pathway doesn’t have to stop there.

We have a Paramedic who is an EMT
instructor currently enrolled in school to
bridge to RN. 

Your career can be what you want it to
be. In this field it will need to start at the
EMT basic level which is a good thing,
because EMT training is just one of the
many things we have going on at The
Woodall Center.

The Woodall Center
The Woodall Center is part of the FCC and
is located in the Hattiesburg Industrial Park
on Sullivan Drive. For information on the
training program, call Lee Reid, 601-554-
4644. All other inquiries can be made
through Audrey Smith, 601-554-4646.

Lee Bell

Faculty profile

NNAAMMEE: Cheryl Frierson

FFAAMMIILLYY: Married to Herb
Frierson (28 years), one daughter
& son-in-law, Lara (25) and Trey
Bowman, one son, Eli (20). 

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Poplarville  

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL  BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD::
Graduated Leake Academy, 1978;
graduated East Central
Community College, 1980, A.S. de-
gree; graduated Mississippi State
University, 1982, B.S. in Industrial
Engineering

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  AATT  PPRRCCCC: Workforce Training Project
Manager

WWOORRKKIINNGG  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE: First year 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  BBOOOOKK:  Any John Grisham book

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  FFOOOODD: Marias (Mexican)

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMOOVVIIEE:  Remember the Titans

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMUUSSIICC:: Country

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  VVAACCAATTIIOONN  TTRRIIPP:  All “family” trips

WWHHAATT  TTHHRREEEE  WWEEBBSSIITTEESS  DDOO  YYOOUU  VVIISSIITT  EEVVEERRYY--
DDAAYY??    wwwwww..PRCC.edu, Clarion Ledger, FOX news

WWHHAATT  DDOONN’’TT  WWEE  KKNNOOWW  AABBOOUUTT  YYOOUU  TTHHAATT
WWOOUULLDD  SSUURRPPRRIISSEE  UUSS?? I like going to Bass fishing tourna-
ments.  

WWOORRDDSS  OOFF  WWIISSDDOOMM::  It takes one smile to make a dark
day seem brighter.  

Frierson

EMT training popular short-term
workforce education program 

On Sept. 26, PRCC students, faculty and staff at the
Forrest County Center gathered around the flagpole at the
entrance to the campus to pray for fellow students, our na-
tion and the world. The event was jointly sponsored by the
Baptist Student Union and Dr. Janet Thornton.  

Prayer around the flagpole

HATTIESBURG - Practical
nursing instructors at Pearl
River Community College’s
Forrest County Center never
had trouble finding Clinton
Hammond in class.

“At 6-foot-4, an African-
American male, he was easy
to spot in a class of all women,
which he thought was cool,”
said Susan Bedwell, program
director.

Hammond may have been
going against the grain in
pursing a career in a field tra-
ditionally dominated by
women but that didn’t figure
into his decision to study
nursing.

“I didn’t really think about
that because the only job I’ve
ever had was in a hospital,” he
said. “I was pretty used to the
idea of that.”

Hammond went through
the PRCC nurse’s aide pro-
gram in 2008, completed cer-
tification requirements and
worked first in a long-term
care facility and then at
Wesley Medical Center. He
had applied for PRCC’s practi-
cal nursing program when he
became acquainted with the
late Barbara Hayman.

“I took care of her when she
was on my unit at Wesley,” he
said. “I was just a tech.”

Hayman, a registered nurse
for 54 years,  began her life-
time commitment to nursing
in 1956 and continued past re-
tirement, working as an edu-
cator at Wesley. A leader in
healthcare and an educator at
the local, state and national
level. Hayman was inducted
into the Mississippi Nurses
Association Hall of Fame in
2009. She also served as
Wesley’s director of education
and director of human re-
sources. 

“We were talking about
something and I had just men-
tioned that I had done the pa-
perwork to apply for the
PRCC program,” Hammond
said. “She said, ‘Well, I know
Susan Bedwell so I could give
you a good recommenda-
tion.’.”

Hayman, who passed away
in June 2011, guided count-
less students like Hammond
over the years, Bedwell said.

“Mrs. Hayman recognized
Clinton’s potential and en-
couraged him to pursue his ca-
reer in healthcare,” she said. 

Hammond, who continued
working part time at Wesley
while in school, graduated
from Pearl River’s program in
July. 

“It’s a great program with
great instructors,” he said,
adding that he’s recommend-
ed it several times to others.

Work will be enough for the
time being, but he plans to re-
turn to Pearl River for an asso-
ciate’s degree in nursing.

“My goal is to be an RN,”
Hammond said. “I will start
on that in about another year.”

PRCC student
stood out in
class and career

Clinton Hammond

English Honor Society

The Sigma Kappa Delta Alpha Epsilon chapter of the
English Honor Society at the Forrest County Center held
its induction ceremony Oct. 15. Inductees included from
left: Front row - Kimberly Coke of New Augusta, Brandi
Lambert of Hattiesburg, Andreia Echols of Hattiesburg,
Kimberly Bennett of Yazoo City, Jameka Calcote of
Hattiesburg, Brigit Lee of Hattiesburg, Amerial Glenn of
Hattiesburg and Melissa Fahrenbruch of Hattiesburg. Back

row - Michaela Donohue of Oak Grove, president of Alpha
Epsilon; Carol Byrd-Brown of Laurel, Toy Zarraga of
Petal, Chris Hair of Hattiesburg, Brandy King Murry of
Sumrall, Tiffany Gragg of Hattiesburg, Samantha Pledger
of Hattiesburg, Skye Poole of Hattiesburg, Andy Sims of
Petal and Carolyn Lucas of Petal, vice president of Alpha
Epsilon. Faculty sponsors are Dr. Terri Smith Ruckel, Dr.
Ryan Ruckel, Greg Underwood, and Mecklin Stevens.

Karla Graham of Picayune, right, stead-
ies a neck brace as AAAAmbulance
Service paramedic Rebecca Moore pre-
pares to tape the “patient’s” head to the
brace during training.
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Students in the Surgical Technology program at Pearl
River Community College’s Forrest County Center held a
memorial scholarship fundraiser Sept. 24 at Newks
Express Cafe in Hattiesburg. The class is raising money
for the Debbie Hinton Memorial Scholarship. Students
bussed tables that evening and tips went to the scholar-
ship fund. Hinton was the Surgical Technology program
chair for some 20 years before her death last year. On
hand at Newks were from left: Front row - Laura Roche of
Carriere, Leighann Prescott of Wiggins, Hannah Rawls of

Sumrall, Biunka Hardin of Hattiesburg, Angelia Polk of
Tylertown, Kristi Miller-Lee of Petal and Bonnie Tyrone of
Hattiesburg. Back row - Debbie Hinton’s husband, Ben;
Surgical Technology program director Tammy Allhoff,
Emily Speights of Carriere, Emily Powers of Brookhaven,
Steve Parrish of Laurel, Myranda Miller of Columbia,
Stephanie Pace of Oak Grove, Leslie Haney of Columbia,
Brittany Howell of Petal, Brittney Hawkins, Surgical
Technology clinical coordinator, and Debbie
Hinton’s son, Stuart.

Surgical Tech fund raiser

PRCC shows off allied health programs to prep students
HATTIESBURG - About 400 high school stu-

dents explored career options Sept. 24-25 when
they toured Pearl River Community College’s
Allied Health Center at the Forrest County
Center in Hattiesburg.

The students, all enrolled in a health-related
program at their high schools,  learned about
PRCC’s ten allied health programs and got the
chance for some hands-on participation.

PRCC holds the annual event in hopes of re-
cruiting some of the high school students to the
college, said Dr. Cecil Burt, vice president for
Forrest County operations. The day also gives
PRCC students good communication experi-
ence as they explain the programs to the
younger students, he said.

PRCC offers ten one-year or two-year allied
health programs - dental assisting, dental hy-
giene, medical laboratory technology, medical
radiological technology, nursing assistant,
physical therapist assistant technology, practi-
cal nursing, occupational therapy assistant
technology, respiratory care practitioner tech-

nology and surgical technology.
PRCC dental hygiene students learn by treat-

ing patients in the PRCC Dental Hygiene
Clinic, but the high school students were limit-
ed to using the instruments on life-like man-
nequins.

Schools participating in the tour included
Lamar County Center for Technical Education,
Forrest County Agricultural High School,
Greene County Vo-Tech, Perry County Vo-Tech,
Poplarville Career Development Center,
Covington County Vo-Tech, Picayune Career
and Technology Center, Carl Loftin Career and
Technical Center (Marion County), Pearl River
Central, Jefferson Davis County Vo-Tech,
Walthall County Career and Technology Center
and Hancock, Petal and Hattiesburg high
schools.  

For information about any of the allied health
programs, telephone counselors Deborah
Hewitt at 601 554-5503, Angelia Ryals at 601
554-5473 or Dr. Joe Wesley at 601 554-5529 or
visit the PRCC website at www.prcc.edu.

PRCC occupational therapy assistant student Ariale Walters (right), a freshman from
Hattiesburg, demonstrates a hand strength and coordination technique with high school
students, from left, Haley McLaurin of Sumrall, Hallie Litolff of Purvis and Stoney Flexter
of Sumrall, during Allied Health Tour Day at the Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg.  

Pearl River Community College respiratory care technology student Jana Tolar (right), a
sophomore from Columbia, shows Forrest County AHS students Baylee Howard and
Madison Peyton how to prepare a patient for a respirator during Allied Health Tour Day at
the Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg.

Pearl River Community College medical laboratory technology student William Wilkes
(left), a sophomore from Long Beach, discusses some of the testing that goes on in the
MLT program to Oak Grove High School students Dana Minor (center) and Logan Kilsby
during Allied Health Tour Day at the Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg. 

October is National Dental Hygiene Month. Students in the
Pearl River Community College Dental Hygiene program
at the Forrest County Center celebrated recently by giving
out free slices of cake and samples of Orbitz gum to pass-
ing students. Dr. Shanalyn Allen is the program director.
Instructors are Donna Lunn and Bethnie Hitt. Secretary is
Darlene Butler. Sophomores in the program include Livi
Benoit of d’Iberville, Annie Cardenas of Liberty, Crystal
Curtis of Sumrall, Laura Bowman of Hattiesburg, Tran
Diep and Vivyan Golott of Biloxi, Debra Ellis of Petal,
Jessica Gregory of Pascagoula, Nikki Hughes of
Tylertown, Andrea Johnson of Fruitland Park, Mikka

Knowles of Saucier, Alaxai Lai of Ocean Springs, Hailey
Lauzon of Violet, La., Kristen Meyers of Poplarville,
Jessica Walley of Richton and Amanda Whittington of
McLain. Freshmen in the program include Nhi Le of
d’Iberville, Chelsea Ford of Liberty, Sarah Friday of Ocean
Springs, Jeri Hebert of Saucier, Maggie Fallon of
Lucedale, Amber Carter of Cumbest Bluff, Brittany Long of
Purvis, Abby Williams of Angie, La., Mary Hinsz of Mize,
Amber Brown of Gloster, Lynda Trieu of d’Iberville, Cindy
Nguyen of Ocean Springs, Bailey Miller of Poplarville,
Michelle Thorpe of Kiln, Debbie Thompson of Slidell, La.,
and Alexandra Dickerson of Petal. 

National Dental Hygiene Month

Constant growth at the
Forrest County Center in
Hattiesburg has resulted in the
need for additional adjunct facul-
ty to go along with the full-time
and part-time instructors.

The list of adjunct faculty this
fall semester at the Forrest
County Center, in alphabetical
order, include:

Martha Abadie (English),
Daniel Baker (Mathematics),
Wendy Behrens (Mathematics),
Carrie Jo Boyce (Science), Elliot
Brown (Educational
Psychology), Jessica Buckhaults
(Accounting).

Melinda Butler-Miller 
(Science), Kenneth

Christianson (English),
Elizabeth Collins (Psychology),
Thomas Conner (Art), Althea
Cook (Social Work), Jada
Doherty (English), Monica
Donohue (Sociology), Tessa
Flowers (English), Kay Freeman
(English), Rudy Gatlin (Music
Appreciation), Leo Greene
(Art).

Caren Griffin (Political
Science), John Griffis (Science),
Dennis Hatten (Economics),

Leah Holmes (English), Kirby
Lambert (Mathematics),
Andrew Le-Blanc (Music),
Cynthia Littlejohn (Biology).

Teresa Loper (Mathematics),
Mary Lux (Biology), Melinda
Marks (Learning and Life
Skills), Jill Maroo (Biology),
Mike McPhail (Criminal
Justice), Pam Milloy (Speech
and Theater), Jennifer Mraz
(Biology), Judson Necaise
(History), Andrelle Nicholson
(English), Elizabeth Palchak
(Mathematics), Heather
Peerboom (English), Earline
Polk (English), Jessica Prude
(Business).

Dorothy Reynolds (Family
and Consumer Science), Glenda
Rich (Learning and Life Skills),
Patrick Richard (Music),
Norman Rowe (History),
Michael Sellers (Biology), Brent
Shelton (Biology), Richard Sims
(Biology).

Felicia Thadison (Biology),
Abigail Warden (Biology),
Tommy Webb (Educational
Psychology), Judy Wells
(Mathematics) Mary Wildman
(College Success Skills).

Adjunct teachers
play a big role 

Faculty profile

NNAAMMEE: Brittney Hawkins

FFAAMMIILLYY: Married to Justin
Hawkins (3 years), two daughters,
Magee, 2, and Holly, 8 months. 

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Sumrall 

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL  BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD::
Graduated from Oak Grove High
School, 2003; graduated from
PRCC, an A.A.S in Surgical
Technology, 2006. In 2012 I sat for
the National Surgical Technologist
Certification Exam and received my
certification.

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  AATT  PPRRCCCC:: Surgical
Technology Clinical Coordinator

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE: 1st year teaching 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  BBOOOOKK:: Anything written by Agatha Christie

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  FFOOOODD: Chicken and Dumplings

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMOOVVIIEE: Ferris Buler’s Day Off

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMUUSSIICC:: Classic Rock and 90’s Alternative

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  VVAACCAATTIIOONN  TTRRIIPP: Gatlinburg, TN

WWHHAATT  TTHHRREEEE  WWEEBBSSIITTEESS  DDOO  YYOOUU  VVIISSIITT  EEVVEERRYY--
DDAAYY??    PINTEREST, PINTEREST, and PINTEREST

WWHHAATT  DDOONN’’TT  WWEE  KKNNOOWW  AABBOOUUTT  YYOOUU  TTHHAATT
WWOOUULLDD  SSUURRPPRRIISSEE  UUSS?? I am absolutely full of useless triv-
ia knowledge regarding T.V., movies, and music. From the
20’s to present day. 

WWOORRDDSS  OOFF  WWIISSDDOOMM::  Carpe Diem

Hawkins
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Dual enrollment practical nursing students at Pearl River Community College’s Forrest
County Center who will graduate in December and do clinical rotations at Monroe Hall
are, from left, Mitchell Carley from Petal High School, Bre’anna Cabe from Lumberton,
Megan Davis from Purvis, Ashton Jordon from North Forrest, Raechele White from Purvis
and Cody Nagy from Petal. PRCC Public Relations photos

Susan Bedwell, center, director of Pearl River Community College’s practical nursing pro-
gram at the Forrest County Center, holds a plague designating Bedford Care Center
Monroe Hall a dedicated educational unit. With her are, from left, clinical nursing instruc-
tor Tera Riddick, Monroe Hall administrator Robert Perry, Dr. William Lewis, PRCC presi-
dent; and PRCC nursing instructor Melissa Bryant.

Work is progressing right along on the $3.6 million Career Education Center at the
Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg. Larry J. Sumrall Contractors Inc. of Laurel is build-
ing the one-story facility that will house electronics, heating, air-conditioning and refrigera-
tion programs. Construction is expected to be completed around the first of the year. The
facility is located behind the Allied Health Center. 

PRCC, Monroe Hall form 
partnership for nursing students

Pearl River community College and Bedford
Care Center Monroe Hall recently formalized
a partnership that gives PRCC practical nurs-
ing students a place to perfect their skills.

Monroe Hall has been designated a
Dedicated Educational Unit by the
Mississippi Office of Nursing Workforce estab-
lished in 1996 by the state Nursing Workforce
Redevelopment Act.

Students in PRCC’s dual enrollment nursing
program do their clinical rotations at Monroe
Hall to prepare to become geriatric practical

nurses, said Susan Bedwell, director of the
program at PRCC’s Forrest County Center.

“Our dual completers are students who fin-
ished high school in May and have been full-
time practical nursing students since then,”
she said. “They attended high school their
senior year until noon each day and then at-
tended the nursing classes at PRCC.”

The students, who are PRCC’s fourth dual
enrollment class, will graduate in December
and be eligible to take the state board certifi-
cation exam. 

Faculty profile

NNAAMMEE: Edward (Kirk) Powell

FFAAMMIILLYY: Was married to Diann Medlin of Bay Springs for 241/2
years until Multiple Sclerosis took her life in June, 2005. She and I
adopted four children: Rosa who died in August, 2006 on her 26th
birthday, Genie, 31;  Wendell, 30; and Samantha, 24. I also have six
grandchildren. 

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Ovett 

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL  BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD:: Graduated from JEB Stuart H.S.
in Falls Church,Va., in 1977; graduated from University of Southern
Mississippi, 1997 with B.S. in math education;  currently working on
finishing M.S. degree in pure mathematics at USM as well.

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  aatt  PPRRCCCC: Math instructor at Forrest County Center

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE: Thirteen years total. Started as an adjunct instructor eight
years ago at PRCC before becoming a faculty member.

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  BBOOOOKK: Any math book.

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  FFOOOODD: Lasagna

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMOOVVIIEE: Pay It Forward

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMUUSSIICC: Eagles Hotel California

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  VVAACCAATTIIOONN  TTRRIIPP:: To my property in the West Virginia mountains.

WWHHAATT  33  WWEEBBSSIITTEESS  DDOO YYOOUU VVIISSIITT  EEVVEERRYYDDAAYY?? PRCC, MYLABSPLUS, and MSN

WWHHAATT DDOONN’’TT WWEE KKNNOOWW AABBOOUUTT YYOOUU TTHHAATT WWOOUULLDD SSUURRPPRRIISSEE UUSS?? I have a previ-
ous foster son who is only ten years younger than myself who calls me “dad’ and whose chil-
dren call me “papa” and have been for some 18-plus years.

WWOORRDDSS  OOFF  WWIISSDDOOMM:: No matter what life throws at you, maintain your faith in the Lord
and remember there are always others out there that can certainly use your smile everyday.
So offer it to them.

Powell

Work progressing on Career Education Center
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Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves visits PRCC

Above, President Presley Stiglets and other members of the Pearl River Community
College Student Government Association talk with Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves on Sept. 26, after
he spoke to the Rotary Club of Poplarville on the PRCC campus. Below, Reeves talks
with Honors Institute leaders Nick Aube` of Poplarville, Chastitie Polk of Sumrall and Will
Walley of Picayune. PRCC Public Relations photos

By SOFIA TENT
Special to The Drawl

Mid-term week has ended and students are
dreaming of holiday festivities and feasts.
Pearl River Community College (PRCC) has
adopted a festive atmosphere and the Pearl
River Community College Honors Institute
(PRCCHI) has been busier than ever.

We are proud to say that we have inducted
21 new members to the PRCCHI this semes-
ter, nearly tripling our previous size of 12. The
PRCCHI hosted its first Honors’ picnic on
Sept. 26. It was a great bonding experience for
Honors’ Institute members and professors.

We would like to thank everyone who came
and contributed to the first Honors’ Picnic.

Chastity Polk (president), Shelby Sattler
(treasurer), Will Walley (vice president), and
Nick Aube (delegate) of the PRCCHI attended
the Rotary Club on Sept. 26.

Our members had the honor of listening to
Mississippi’s Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves. It was a
great experience for our members of the PRC-
CHI and we would like to thank the Rotary
Club for the opportunity.

■ Darian Mathews (secretary) and Sofia
Tent (delegate) of the PRCCHI attended a sec-
ond Rotary Club meeting on Oct. There, our
honors members had the opportunity to learn
about the Classroom Enhancement Grant
funded by the Rotary Club and learn about the
Restoration Act directly from the director of

the Gulf of Mexico Program, Ben Scaggs.
It was an enriching experience and the

Honors Institute would like to again, offer our
thanks to the Rotary Club and to the Gulf of
Mexico Program Office.

The delegates of the PRCCHI, Tent and
Nick Aube, attended the Mississippi Honors
Conference Planning Meeting at University of
Southern Mississippi on Oct. 19. This meet-
ing was a great accomplishment for the
Honors Institute. 

Our honors institute had the opportunity to
assist in planning the first Mississippi Honors
Conference that will be hosted by Mississippi
State University in March 2013.

The meeting was an astounding success and
opened up many communication conduits be-
tween PRCCHI and the four-year universities
of Mississippi. We would like to thank every-
one who was involved and participated in the
Honors Conference Planning Meeting and
USM for hosting the event.

As the leaves turn and the weather cools,
the remainder of the semester continues to fill
with great opportunities for the Honors
Institute. 

Besides eagerly anticipating the fall and
winter breaks, we are excited for our quickly
filling calendar.

The Honors Institute would like to offer our
sincerest thanks to the PRCC administration
and faculty, PRCC Alumni House, and the
community for supporting all our endeavors.

Honors Institute students
involved in many projects

DR. STEPHEN BLACK
Director of Honors Institute

What is the difference between weather and
climate? What effect will a few degrees warmer
do?  How does sea level affect storm surge?

These were just a few of the questions dis-
cussed at the Resilience and Adaption to
Climate Change Workshop conducted at
Stennis Space Center this week. 

Two student representatives from our
Honors Institute on the Poplarville campus,
freshmen Lane Stewart of Gulfport and Lakyn
Bergeron of Tylertown, along with
Ronn Hague and myself attended the
first day of the workshop. 

With the aid of climate models,
scientists project that our area will
experience continued warmer tem-
peratures and elevated sea level rise. 

There is a concern that the elevat-
ed sea level rise accompanied by
storm surges from hurricanes may
make southern Mississippi’s natural
habitat vulnerable to damage and
disruption.  

Preparing for such events was the
objective of the workshop.

Stewart observed, “With many issues con-
cerning the arriving climate change, I took a
particular interest in the segment on
Hurricanes and storm surges. Being from
Gulfport, I have seen my fair share of hurri-
canes and I was very glad to gain the knowl-
edge that I did from the lecture.

“Every 10 years, there would be a storm
surge of say, 13 feet and every 100 years, a
storm surge of 27 feet, similar to the magnitude
of Katrina. In a nutshell, I learned about all that
Stennis is doing to prepare themselves and our
local community for emergencies.”

Bergeron noted, “Katrina had the highest

storm level surge of 27.8 feet. Hurricane
Camille came in second with 24.6 feet. 

“The concern among the scientists attending
the workshop was that higher loop currents in
the Gulf of Mexico will create more energy to
strengthen hurricanes resulting in greater
storm surges in our region.”

On the question of what can a few degrees
warmer do? Lakyn stated, “For south
Mississippians, it can create difficulty for those
whose jobs are to be performed in this heat
such as construction workers. It can also cause
droughts that may cover broad areas.”

The Honors Institute is in the
process of developing a working rela-
tionship by partnering with the
Environmental Protection Agency
Gulf of Mexico Project at Stennis
Space Center. 

This workshop is just the first of
many opportunities our honor stu-
dents will have in developing their
critical thinking skills through dis-
cussions and experiential learning
projects.

The Institute plans on developing
a mini-lecture series utilizing re-

sources of experts from Stennis and also in cre-
ating more internship opportunities for our
honor students.

Said Lakyn, “My trip to Stennis affected me
greatly. I was made aware of the surrounding
environment and its importance to us as hu-
mans. This is our one and only Earth, and it is
our responsibility to care for it.

“The small climate changes happening now
will continue to increase if we do not become
aware of them and decide to do something to
stop it. I am very thankful to have been given
this opportunity, and I encourage anyone who
is given the chance to visit Stennis Space
Center. It was a life-changing experience.”

Dr. Black

Students attend Climate
Change workshop at Stennis

Honors Institute sophomore Sofia Tent of
Carriere received the Student Diversity Intern
Program Excellence Award for the southern
region of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

Tent was nominated for the prestigious
honor by Lakeisha Robertson, EPA life scien-
tist and Tents’ supervisor during
her summer internship with the
EPA’s Gulf of Mexico Program
Office at Stennis Space Center.

“Sofia’s energy and willingness to
understand the mechanics of the
Gulf Program has proven to be in-
valuable to our efforts,” Robertson
wrote in nominating Tent. 

“She has taken on a leadership
role in managing the Gulf
Program’s involvement in outreach
activities. Her superb oral and writ-
ten communication skills have helped
in completing tasks expeditiously and effi-
ciently.”

The SDIP Excellence Award is presented to
an intern who has made outstanding contribu-
tions to their assigned internship site, and has

exemplified professionalism, creativity, energy
and passion.

As part of the nomination, Tent had to write
an essay describing her work and why she
should receive the award.

“Through my conduct and attitude at the
Gulf of Mexico Program, I have exemplified

professionalism, creativity, energy,
and passion,” she wrote. “I have
been professional in the workplace
of the Gulf of Mexico Program in
every way possible. I have adopted
the professional speech, writing,
dress, and manner appropriate for
the office. 

“Through my many projects in-
cluding posters, flyers, and pam-
phlets, I have demonstrated my cre-
ativity. I have been an energetic and
passionate intern by going above

and beyond my internship duties. I
completed every task I could get my hands on
in efforts to absorb as much as I possibly
could.”

Tent serves as State Outreach officer for the
Mississippi Honors Conference. 

Sofia Tent

Tent receives EPA award 

Faculty profile

NNAAMMEE: Rebekah Nelson-Jackson

FFAAMMIILLYY: Newly married to Ryan
Jackson as of Oct. 27, 2012, one
dog, a Bullmastif named Tucker. 

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Poplarville

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL  BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD:
Bachelor degree in Business
Administration with a concentra-
tion in Accounting from the
University of Southern Mississippi.
Master’s degree in Business
Administration from William Carey
University-Graduation date August
2013

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  AATT  PPRRCCCC: Workforce Coordinator

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE:: 4 years in Adult Education and
1 year in Workforce Training 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  BBOOOOKK:: Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine
Paterson because it was the first book I enjoyed reading. I’ve
been a bookworm ever since. 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  FFOOOODD: Tomato Gravy and Rice

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMOOVVIIEE:: Harvey 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMUUSSIICC: Anything you can dance to

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  VVAACCAATTIIOONN  TTRRIIPP:: The beautiful beaches of
South Carolina

WWHHAATT  TTHHRREEEE  WWEEBBSSIITTEESS  DDOO  YYOOUU  VVIISSIITT  EEVVEERRYYDDAAYY??
GOOGLE, GOOGLE, AND GOOGLE

WWHHAATT  DDOONN’’TT  WWEE  KKNNOOWW  AABBOOUUTT  YYOOUU  TTHHAATT  WWOOUULLDD
SSUURRPPRRIISSEE  UUSS?? I’m shamefully addicted to reality TV Shows. 

WWOORRDDSS  OOFF  WWIISSDDOOMM:: My education brought me down a
professional path that I never could have imagined as a fresh-
man or sophomore in college. However, I could not imagine my-
self doing anything else now! Do not put yourself in a box. Stay
open to the opportunities that come your way, and you might
just find the thing that you never knew you always wanted! 

Nelson-Jackson

PRCC Poplarville Honors Institute delegates at the NASA meeting on the climate change
risks workshop were from left: Dr. Stephen Black, PRCC Honors Institute director; Laken
Bergeron of Tylertown, Lane Stewart of Gulfport, David Lorance, Stennis environmental
officer; and Mike Green, NASA Sustainability Program manager.

PRCC students met with
Ron Magee, a PRCC grad-
uate who is the center’s
Assistant to the Director
/Emergency Director of the
Center Operations
Directorate.

Four students from the PRCC honors
institute were recently invited to attend
the Resilience and Adaptation to Climate
Change Risks Workshop held at Stennis
Space Center.  The meeting focused on
how climatic changes would impact oper-
ations at the Center.

The workshop was attended by two del-
egates from the Poplarville campus, ac-
companied by Dr. Stephen Black, honors

institute director and two students from
the Forrest County Center accompanied
by Dr. Ryan Ruckel, the FCC honors insti-
tute director.

The delegates were: Laken Bergeron, a
physical therapy major from Tylertown
and Lane Stewart, a biology major from
Gulfport representing the Poplarville
campus and Kevin Grzenia of Chicago
and Trevor Creighton of Hattiesburg re-

senting the Forrest County Center.
While there, the students met Ron

Magee, a PRCC graduate who is the cen-
ter’s Assistant to the Director
/Emergency Director of the Center
Operations Directorate.  They were also
introduced to David Lorance, Stennis en-
vironmental officer and Mike Green, the
Sustainability Program manager from the
NASA Headquarters in Washington, DC.

Honors Institute delegates visit NASA meeting

Left, Dr. Lindsey Lewis of HMP Management Corp. in
Hattiesburg talks to high school students attending the Skills
USA Fall Leadership Conference on Oct. 17 at Pearl River
Community College’s Lowery A. Woodall Advanced Tech-

nology Center. Lewis led workshops on public speaking.
Right, Dale Henry, an instructor at East Mississippi Comm-
unity College, leads a workshop on job skills demonstra-
tions. PRCC hosted the conference for about 250 students.
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POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College honored three
supporters, five new members of the
Sports Hall of Fame and nine young
women on Saturday, Oct. 13, during
Homecoming 2012 on the
Poplarville campus.

PRCC President William Lewis
presented Distinguished Service
Awards to Herbert Ray Nobles of
Petal and South Mississippi Electric
Power Association and the Alumnus
of the Year Award to state Rep. Herb
Frierson of Poplarville during the
Alumni Luncheon.

Lewis crowned Whitney Waits of
Hattiesburg as 2012 homecoming
queen during ceremonies before the
PRCC Wildcats played the Copiah-
Lincoln Community College Wolves
at Dobie Holden Stadium.

“Herbert Ray Nobles is one of

those guys you can always count on,”
Lewis said. “There are countless
ways Herbert Ray Nobles has served
this college.”

An alumnus who played football at
PRCC before transferring to then-
Mississippi Southern College,
Nobles has served on the PRCC
Board of Trustees since 1994. A
coach, teacher and school adminis-
trator, Nobles retired in 1987 after
serving as the first superintendent of
Petal schools.

“I’m so grateful to this institution,”
he said. “If it wasn’t for football and
Pearl River, I’d be a retired pulpwood
hauler.”

SMEPA has supported PRCC in
numerous ways over the years, in-
cluding being one of the driving
forces behind the college’s utility line-
man technology program.

“South Mississippi Electric Power
helped us establish that program,
helped set up the curriculum, provid-
ed funding for that program,” Lewis
said.

The association benefits from a
well-trained workforce hired from
Pearl River alumni, said Chris
Rhodes, generation projects manager
for SMEPA.

“I really think it’s SMEPA that
should be grateful to PRCC,” he said.

Frierson and numerous members
of his family attended Pearl River. He
coached and taught high school be-
fore being elected to the Legislature
in 1991. He serves as chairman of the
powerful House Appropriations
Committee.

“Herb has become one of the most
distinguished, well-respected legisla-
tors in the state,” Lewis said. 

Frierson is known for fairness and
his institutional knowledge of the
Legislature, he said.

“It’s always nice to be recognized,”
Frierson said. “I want to thank this
institution for the great job it’s done
over the years.”

Earlier in the day, PRCC inducted
four former athletic stars and a coach
into the Sports Hall of Fame - softball
player Megan Dawson of Mandeville,
La.; football stars Jack Gallagher Jr.
of Louisville, Ky., and Sam Piazza of
Ridgeland; soccer star Drew Gallant
of Summit; and PRCC basketball
coach Richard Mathis.

Waits, who was elected homecom-
ing queen by the student body, is the
daughter of Renee and Billy Waits of
Hattiesburg.

Her court included sophomore
maid Stevany Nicole Jackson, daugh-

ter of Louise Jackson and Stevenson
Jackson, both of Hattiesburg; sopho-
more maid Presley Stiglets, the
daughter of Stacey and Tracy Stiglets
of Hattiesburg and the late Gidget
Necaise; freshman maid Victoria
Farmer, the daughter of Kevin and
Ruth Farmer of Picayune; freshman
maid ZyQuona McGill, the daughter
of Kittie Clayton of Columbia; fresh-
man maid Taylor Layne Smith, the
daughter of Curtis and Laura Smith
of Pearl; Forrest County Center soph-
omore maid Laykin Cierra Posey, the
daughter of Ruby and Larry Posey of
Hattiesburg; Forrest County Center
freshman maid Whitney Ware, the
daughter of Omar and Laketta Ware
of Petal; and Hancock Center maid
Ashley Chasez, the daughter of Kelly
Powell and Frederick Chasez, both of
Waveland.

PRCC honors alumni, supporters at homecoming

Pearl River Community
College presented awards
to eight people during
homecoming. They include,
from left, Sports Hall of
Fame inductees Megan
Dawson of Mandeville, La.;
Jack Gallagher Jr. of
Louisville, Ky.; Drew Gallant
of Summit, Richard Mathis
of Hattiesburg and Sam
Piazza of Ridgeland; Chris
Rhodes, representing South
Mississippi Power
Association which received
a Distinguished Service
Award; Herbert Ray Nobles
of Petal, also the recipient
of a Distinguished Service
Award; and state Rep. Herb
Frierson of Poplarville,
Alumnus of the Year.
PRCC Public Relations photo

Left photo, String of Pearls dancer Shelby Champagne of Carriere dances to Thriller.
Above, Danielle Rogers of Petal plays a flute solo during the halftime show.

Defensive back Joe Klein of Bay St. Louis receives the
Dobie Holden Memorial Scholarship award from head
coach Tim Hatten at the Homecoming Alumni Luncheon.

Dr. Adam Breerwood presents the Keith Daniels Memorial
Scholarship award to running back Jamal Hall of Picayune
during the 2012 Homecoming Alumni Luncheon.

Klein receives Holden Award; Hall gets Daniels Award
Sophomore Joe Klein of Bay

St. Louis is the 2012 recipient of
the Dobie Holden Memorial
Scholarship at Pearl River
Community College.

Klein, 20, is a graduate of St.
Stanislaus High School. He is a
defensive back on the Wildcat
football team and a physical
therapy major. 

Klein is a red-shirt this season
due to a preseason leg injury.
He plans to return to the  PRCC
team in 2013.

Klein is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Lee Klein of Bay St. Louis.  

The late Dobie Holden was a
highly successful football coach
at PRCC. From 1948 until 1966,
he recorded a 140-43-7 record
and his teams were always
ranked in the NJCAA’s Top 10.

He led the Wildcats to 17
straight wins over arch-rival
Gulf Coast, while winning four
of five bowl games. 

Holden’s lifetime record was
240-74-15. His PRCC teams
won seven state championships.
The 1961 team finished 10-0
and also won the NJCAA na-
tional championship. 

Freshman Jamal Hall of
Picayune is the 2012 recipient
of the Keith Daniels Memorial
Scholarship.

Hall, 20, a physical therapy
major, is a runningback for the
Wildcats. He is the son of
Jeanette Hall of Picayune. 

Daniels passed away in 2000
during his sixth season as
PRCC’s head football coach.

He had a long, successful ca-
reer as an assistant coach on
the collegiate level before he
was hired in the spring of 1995
to succeed Willie Coats at
PRCC.

Daniels guided PRCC to a 7-3
record his inaugural season.
His overall record was 21-34. 

Joe Klein of Bay St. Louis, recipient of the Dobie Holden Memorial Scholarship, talks with
former PRCC football coach J.C. Arban of Hattiesburg and Earlora Holden of Poplarville
at the Alumni Luncheon. 

Below, Girl Scouts from the South Mississippi area danced with the String of Pearls to
close out the halftime show. Above, String of Pearls dancers perform in unison to the
sound of music. PRCC Public Relations photos. 
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RiverRoad in action 

RiverRoad, Pearl River
Community College’s show-
choir, takes audiences on a
country ride with the 2012-13
show.

The 30-member song-and-
dance troupe presents five
well-known songs in its high-
energy show complete with
patchwork dresses and cow-
boy boots. It includes:

■ The Rascal Flatts hit “Me
and My Gang” with soloist
Rhett Unbehagan of Carriere.

■ “Home” by Michael Buble`
and Blake Shelton; Jonathan
Morris of Brooklyn, soloist.

■Garth Brooks’ hit “We Shall
Be Free;” Lillian Clark of Petal,
Allen Holifield of Laurel,
soloists.

■ “Standing Outside the
Fire,” also by Brooks; Drew
Hedgepeth of Picayune and
Lane Stewart of Gulfport,
soloists.

■ Sugarland’s “Down in
Mississippi and Up to No
Good.”

RiverRoad, under the direc-
tion of LaDona Tyson, will
travel to New York City in
March to be a host choir at the
2013 Show Choir National
Championship Series for high
school choirs.

“During the contest, our
students will be assigned to
the high schools and will be
with them all day long,” Tyson
said. “Right before awards are
announced, we’ll do an exhibi-
tion performance.”

Showchoir members are sell-
ing Rada Cutlery through Nov.
5 to raise money for the trip.

Additional fundraisers are
being planned, Tyson said.

The showchoir performed
at the Homecoming Alumni
Luncheon and will take the
stage again for the annual
Scholarship Donor Dinner on
Nov. 15. RiverRoad also will
host the Mississippi Show-
choir Contest for high school

groups on Feb. 1 and 2 at
William Carey University in
Hattiesburg.

In addition to the soloists,
RiverRoad members are Liz
Smith, Kelcey Whitfield, Robert
Wilkins, Jared Priest, Will
Parish and Leighton Cheramie,
all of Carriere; Chelsea Gascho,
Hannah Basile, Mallory
Cumberland, Ashton Fitzgerald
and Joel Cagle, all of Picayune;
Rachel Pierce, Taylor Crosby
and Michael Sapen, all of
Columbia; Danielle Rogers and
Taylor Trigg, both of Petal;
Mariah LeBlanc and Clay
Hession, both of Purvis;
Hannah Bowman and Alexx
Kennedy, both of Poplarville;
Katie Beth Robertson of
Sumrall, Creigh Holder of
Brooklyn; Allen Grace of
Hattiesburg and Ethan Martin
of Pisgah.

The RiverRoad band in-
cludes Kimberly Arnold of
D’Iberville, alto sax; John
Eation of Columbia, tenor sax;
Cody Bass and Chris Fletcher,
both of Columbia, and assis-
tant band director Mike Bass,
trumpet; Adam Mixon of
Sumrall, trombone; John
Fisher of Poplarville, bass gui-
tar; Brandon Hutchison of
Picayune, drums; and music
instructor Hope McKellip,
piano.

RiverRoad
takes audiences
on country ride

Above, RiverRoad performs a high-energy country music show. Below left, Rhett Unbehagan of Carriere sings Me and
My Gang. Below right, Lillian Clark of Petal sings We Shall Be Free.

The Voices sing at the Alumni House on Homecoming. They are, from
left, Mallorie Townsend of Petal, Ethan Martin of Pisgah, Mallory
Cumberland of Picayune, Allen Holifield of Laurel, Mariah LeBlanc of
Purvis, Frank Henry of Poplarville, Claire Loper of Lumberton, Jonathan

Morris of Brooklyn, Rachel Pierce of Columbia, Rhett Unbehagen of
Carriere, Danielle Rogers of Petal and Carl DeFrance of Vicksburg.
PRCC Public Relations photo

The Voices feature PRCC’s elite vocalists

The Voices, Pearl River
Community College’s elite
vocal ensemble, performs a
variety of well-known songs.

The repertoire includes the
Beach Boys’ Be True to Your
School, Cyndi Lauper’s True
Colors and Time After Time,
Van Morrison’s Brown-Eyed
Girl and When I Fall in Love,
originally recorded by Doris
Day and covered by a host of
other artists.

The Voices performed at
Oddfellows Gallery in
Hattiesburg as part of the
Mississippi Association of
Colleges conference in
October and attended a closed
rehearsal of the University of
Southern Mississippi
Symphony. The group also
performed at PRCC’s home-
coming on Oct. 13, singing at
the Alumni House and at the
Alumni Luncheon and pre-
senting the Star-Spangled
Banner during pre-game cere-
monies.

The Voices will present a
program of Christmas music
during the annual holiday con-
cert at 10:50 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 29, at Malone
Chapel.

LaDona Tyson, PRCC direc-
tor of choral groups, directs
The Voices.

Members are Claire Loper
of Lumberton, Mariah Le-
Blanc of Purvis, Mallory
Cumberland of Picayune,
Rachel Pierce of Columbia,
Danielle Rogers and Mallorie
Townsend, both of Petal;
Frank Henry of Poplarville,
Jonathan Morris of Brooklyn,
Ethan Martin of Pisgah, Allen
Holifield of Laurel, Carl
DeFrance of Vicksburg and
Rhett Unbehagen of Carriere.

Allen Holifield of Laurel
sings We Shall Be Free.

Upcoming
performances
■ The PRCC Christmas
Concert will be held at
10:50 a.m. and 7 p.m. on
Thursday, Nov. 29, at
Malone Chapel.
The PRCC Singers concert
choir, The Voice ensemble
and other performing en-
sembles will present a
program of holiday music.

LaDona Tyson
choral director



By JIM WALSH
Honors Instructor of History

When I started thinking
about writing a brief essay
about the upcoming election -
and the contrast between
Democrat President Barack
Obama and Republican
Governor Mitt Romney - my
mind drifted (as it often
does) to hiking through the
high aspen meadows of
Rocky Mountain National
Park in Colorado.

Longs Peak at 14,259 feet
and Mount Meeker at 13,911
feet dominate the skyline of
the Park as you make your
way through the Boulder
Field located just north of the
two peaks. The Boulder Field
is just that, a broken, tumble-
down plain of loose rocks and
scrabble formed in the mists
of the geologic past when
Longs literally tipped over on
its side.   

By now I am pretty sure
you are wondering what the

Boulder Field and Longs
Peak have to do with this
election and the political fu-
ture of the country. Well, it is
about vision, the near-term,
and the long-term kind. You
had to keep your head down
and your eyes on the loose
stones beneath your feet - a
turned ankle or broken leg at
over 10,000-feet elevation
could have been fatal as the
weather closed in.

But at the same time, you
had to keep the trail and the
Peak in mind as you wound
your way through the
Boulder Field to stay on
course and not lose daylight
in what would be a 14 to 16-
hour hike. Similarly, the voter
has to examine what each
party offers in the short term,
while at the same time scruti-
nizing their long-term poli-
cies and goals.

For students here at the
River, the short term is jobs,
Pell Grants, and economic se-
curity for friends and family

in south Mississippi.
The “Great Recession” of

2008 was a product of
Republican policy and eco-
nomic near-sightedness as
regulations and oversight
were stripped from the finan-
cial sector in the name of effi-
ciency and “growing the
economy.” 

President Barack Obama’s
recovery program has indeed
been successful in helping the

struggling middle class, if too
slow and limited for some.
But it takes little to see that
the recovery has been ham-
strung by the GOP’s fetish for
slashing the federal budget.

The persistent ghost of
Ronald Reagan’s “trickle
down” economics has reap-
peared as his party transfers
debt downward to the states
and local municipalities.
■ See WALSH, page 11
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By TONIA MOODY
ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator

Does my vote count? This is a question I
often hear. Voting is an important right that we
have a duty to exercise.

We should consider ourselves privileged to
have a say in who represents us because there
are many countries around the world that do
not allow their citizens to have any part in
electing officials.  We are fortunate to have the
opportunity to help select our governmental
leaders.

Voting has not always been easy
for people living in the United
States, but with the passage of
many laws, today it is relatively
easy to vote.  Basically you must be
at least 18 years of age on or before
the date of the general election and
must complete the very simple reg-
istration paperwork, which proba-
bly takes less time than reading this
article.

Many people don’t vote because
they do not believe their vote will
make a difference. 

That is simply not true. In recent history
there have been several local elections that
were decided by a handful of votes.  In fact,
there have been some elections that were so
close that a clear winner could not be deter-
mined and a run off election was held.

National elections may not be as close, but it
is still important. The number of votes on any

given topic lets the lawmakers know the im-
portance of an issue. As a college-age voter,
some of the biggest issues facing our nation di-
rectly impact you. 

Some of the issues that affect college-age stu-
dents are education (particularly how to pay
for an education), employment, and the econo-
my. These issues should be reason enough to
vote and let your voice be heard.

What’s on many young adults’ minds today
is whether they will be able to find a good job
after graduation. Just remember this, our elect-

ed officials consider initiatives that
are popular among groups with the
highest voter turnout.  Since deci-
sions are being made that directly
affect you and your future, voting
should be considered a necessity.

As we are approaching a major
election, it is easy to let emotions
get the best of us. It is easy to re-
spect those who have the same po-
litical opinions as ours, but how do
we interact with different political
views? 
If you feel the need to discuss poli-

tics, whether in person or using social media,
remember to keep an open mind and discuss
the facts and most importantly, be respectful of
others political opinions.

I recently read a quote that fits perfectly with
this topic, “Peace cannot be achieved through
violence, it can only be attained through under-
standing.”   Ralph Waldo Emerson   

Why vote? Because some issues can affect you

Moody

By RAVEN JONES
The Drawl Staff Writer

The election is right around the corner.
Who’s going to be our next president?

I’m not going to say who I’m going to vote
for, or who I want to win because that’s my
own opinion. This being my first time to vote
is kind of weird because when I was little I
used to always say, “I can’t wait to be able to
vote for a president.”

Now I can actually say that I’m about to get
a chance.

Being a first-time voter is a little
different than already having to go
through this because everything is
so new to you. You walk in and give
a person your voter’s card, then go
into a booth and check a name.
There you have it. You have voted
for the next president.

It has me wondering what it’s
going to be like. Will there be a long
line of people? Like how is the
process going to go? 

This is a very exciting part of my
life to me because you’re electing someone to
lead you to some type of success. Electing the
wrong president can cause a lot of damage to
your life, such as getting laid off your job or
taking away college funds.

That would increase the college dropout rate
and that’s not fair because everyone deserves
an equal chance getting some degree or job

that plays an important factor these days.
You don’t want to be walking around with-

out a job, getting laid off by a company that
you have been working for some years or just
walking around with just a high school diplo-
ma because these days that doesn’t work. You
need to be doing something with yourself. 

Some people don’t take voting as seriously
as they should. That’s one thing I don’t under-
stand about Americans. You don’t vote but you
want to complain about things. If you vote,
then your complaint would count.

You have to look at things. If you
are voting because of the fact that
we have a black president or white
president, that’s sad.

Next, before you decide on any-
thing, look at what they are offering
and think, is it accurate and is it a
possibility that it could really hap-
pen or are they just saying it to get
the votes?

Take out some time to look at
their past work. That may show if
someone is a good leader.
Whoever I vote for, it’s not going to

be because of the color of his skin but for the
fact that he shows great leadership skills, that
he can make a change in the United States, and
and keep his word.

Be cautious about voting and make your
vote count. 

■ RRaavveenn  JJoonneess  iiss  aa  ffrreesshhmmaann  ssttuuddeenntt  ffrroomm
OOaakk  GGrroovvee..

Voting for the first time not
something to take for granted

Jones

BY ROBIN NIX
PRCC Spanish Instructor    

These two main parties are the Republican Party and the
Democratic Party.

The Republican Party is also known as the GOP, Grand Old
Party; Republicans are referred to as Conservatives or The
Right. Mitt Romney, once governor of Massachusetts, is the cur-
rent Republican presidential candidate.

The members of the Democratic Party are referred to as
Liberals or The Left.  President Barack Obama, a U.S. Senator
from Illinois, is the Democratic candidate for re-election. An in-
dividual president may serve two terms of four years each.

The first place to start research of party politics should be to
visit each party’s website to read over the party platform. A plat-
form is a public statement representing core beliefs and goals
crafted by each party at its national convention. Voters should
see each platform to get the basic truths of each party from the
original source:

2012 Republican Party platform “We Believe in America” 
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ggoopp..ccoomm//22001122--rreeppuubblliiccaann--ppllaattffoorrmm__hhoommee//  
2012 Democratic Party platform “Moving America Forward”

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ddeemmooccrraattss..oorrgg//ddeemmooccrraattiicc--nnaattiioonnaall--ppllaattffoorrmm..
Next, if you missed the televised presidential debates, visit the

official website of the non-profit, non-partisan Commission on
Presidential Debates to find video or read transcripts:  www.de-
bates.org.

What follows below are some web sites presenting the views
and voice of each party, concluding with six sites for general in-

formation. 
The firmly decided voter can use these sites to follow his

team’s progress. 
The undecided voter can use these sites to make an informed

impression of each candidate. 
Do not rely on forwarded emails or generalized statements on

the radio for the truth of what any political party or individual
candidate holds to be important. Do your own research!

Furthermore, if you read one article that makes you especial-
ly glad or especially angry, you should find additional web
sources to verify the facts of such an article.

■ FFrroomm  tthhee  LLeefftt::
wwwwww..bbaarraacckkoobbaammaa..ccoomm:: The main campaign website for the

Democratic candidate.
wwwwww..ddeemmooccrraattss..oorrgg: The party’s home page.
wwwwww..tthheennaattiioonn..ccoomm:: Founded in 1865, this long-standing

publication features both news articles and blogs. Election 2012
has its own tab on the far right of the table of contents ribbon.

wwwwww..mmoovveeoonn..oorrgg:: “Volunteers and editors bring you the best
of the progressive web.” Scroll down to find the More link on the
right to reveal a complete archive. 

■ FFrroomm  tthhee  RRiigghhtt::
wwwwww..mmiittttrroommnneeyy..ccoomm:: The main campaign website for the

Republican candidate.
wwwwww..ggoopp..ccoomm::  The party’s home page.
wwwwww..ddrruuddggeerreeppoorrtt..ccoomm:: Visited by 2.6 million visitors each

day, this is the Conservative go-to web site for headlines and
dozens of links to other useful sources.

wwwwww..wweeeekkllyyssttaannddaarrdd..ccoomm:: An online companion to the print
version.  Includes national coverage and editorial writing, even
coordinates a vacation cruise with famous Conservative writers.

■ OOtthheerr  ttoooollss::
wwwwww..EElleeccttoorraall--vvoottee..ccoomm:: The American president is not

elected by simple majority popular vote, but rather by the
Electoral College. This site provides analysis of polls and math-
ematical projections for elections on a site engineered by physi-
cist/computer scientist, Andrew Tanenbaum.

wwwwww..ffaaccttcchheecckk..oorrgg:: Self-described “consumer advocate for
voters,” this product of the Annenberg Public Policy Center
searches for background data to confirm or deny claims made by
policy makers. The site is searchable and offers cross-referenced
archives.

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..iissiiddeewwiitthh..ccoomm//: A fun quiz providing questions
on many social topics that the reader will rank in importance to
analyze which candidate’s views best mirror his own.  Includes
multiple party candidates.

hhttttpp::////mmoovveemmeenntt..nnyyuu..eedduu//eelleeccttiioonn22001122//:: The NYU Move-
ment Lab’s departmental body language study comments on var-
ious physical gestures made by the two candidates.

wwwwww..PPoolliittiiffaacctt..ccoomm:: Fact-checking site produced by the
Pulitzer Prize-winning Tampa Bay Times uses a fun Truth-O-
Meter graphic that ranges from Truth to Pants On Fire.

wwwwww..vvootteessmmaarrtt..oorrgg:: A useful site in any election, VoteSmart
provides data on voting histories, biographical information, and
financial contributions. Voting history can be researched by
topic, such as crime, labor, education, military, etc.  

Undecided? Some websites of political interest

Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney, left, and President Barack Obama face
each other during the third presidential debate at Lynn University Monday, Oct. 22, in
Boca Raton, Fla. 

English instructor Eric Leatherwood (left) and history and
political science instructor James Walsh offer contrasting
viewpoints on the upcoming presidential election on Nov. 6.  

By DR. ERIC LEATHERWOOD
PRCC Instructor of English

The political silly season
can often leave citizens dazed
and confused, foggy as they
enter the voting booth.

Does Romney hate the
poor? Is Obama a Socialist?
Do Republicans pine for the
1950’s when women and mi-
norities were discriminated
against? Do Democrats want
to make the Catholic Church
pay for contraception and
take away your second
amendment rights?

Like Neo in the first 30
minutes of the Wachowski
brother’s 1999’s blockbuster
The Matrix, American voters
know “that there is some-
thing wrong with the world.
You don’t know what it is, but
it’s there, like a splinter in
your mind, driving you mad.”

Neo’s mentor, Morpheus,
tells him that “The matrix is
everywhere. It is all around
us. 

Even now, in this very
room. You can see it when
you look out your window or
when you turn on your televi-
sion. You can feel it when you
go to work, when you go to
church, when you pay your
taxes. It is the world that has
been pulled over your eyes to
blind you from the truth.”

So how does one discern
political truth? Can one find
truth in 30-second sound
bites packaged by super pacs
or in impersonal and intrusive
robo-calls? 

Is there truth in the parti-
san yawping of FOX News or
MSNBC? 

Do candidates present
truth in stump speeches or
via well oiled pre-packaged
talking points during de-
bates?  

When Neo asks Morpheus
for the truth, Morpheus as-
tutely notes, “Unfortunately,
no one can be told . . . You
have to see it for yourself.”
■See LEATHERWOOD,page 11

Study the issues;
you have a choice

Student/voters:
See big picture
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As a community college transfer, your move to The University 

of Mississippi will be one of the most important in your 

life—and also one of the smoothest. Here are just a few of 

the reasons why transferring to Ole Miss is the right move:

 plug

right into our bachelor’s degree programs

classes at Ole Miss have 20-30

students and are probably smaller than some of the classes you are

Financial Aid Office works hard to help you receive the 

combination of grants, scholarships, loans and employment you 

Phi Theta Kappa scholarship is worth $6,000 ($3,000 per 

48 transferable community college credit hours and membership 

in Phi Theta Kappa are encouraged to apply for this scholarship.

for more details.

Ole Miss!@
YOU’LL FIT

RIGHT IN

Fall Fest 2012 in Poplarville

Above, Wildcat mascot,
W.C. Rivers, chats with Kyla
Regan of Carriere, from left,
Ukraine native Tamara
Jordan of Hattiesburg and
Farabee Shafer of Biloxi
during Fall Fest on Oct. 11. 
Right, Josephina Smith (de-
fensive lineman Josiah
Smith of Lucedale) curtsies
after being crowned queen
of the 2012 PRCC Woman-
less Wildcat Homecoming
Court at Fall Fest. 

The 2012 PRCC Womanless Wildcat Homecoming Court is, from left, Kendra Noble (men’s
soccer manager Kendall Noble of Gulfport), Candy Gifford (soccer player Kyle Gifford of
Ocean Springs), Willy May Leblanc (football player Will Leblanc of Cecelia, La.), Queen
Josephine Smith (defensive lineman Josiah Smith of Lucedale), Ethel Joe Pearson (defensive
lineman E.J, Pearson of Hattiesburg) and Justina Dyson (defensive back Jeffery Dyson of
Thomasville, Ga.). Below, Wildcat defensive line coach John Creech fires up the crowd and
lineman Gemonne Brown (49) of Petal and defensive back Marino Daggon (24) of Bassfield. 

By LEIGHTON CHERAMIE
The Drawl Staff Writer

Okay America, it’s about time to get out and
make your voices heard, and your vote count in
the 2012 presidential and congressional elec-
tions. 

Over the past couple of months, you have
seen ads on the television, computers
and radio which inform you as citi-
zens of who to vote for, or why to
vote for a certain candidate. 

A word of advice for any first-time
voters, do not believe everything any
candidate or advertisement says,
make sure that you as a voter fact
check it yourself, and know the facts
from the fiction. 

It’s your right and responsibility as
voters to know right from wrong,
even if it means doing a little extra
background checking on random facts
that both candidates throw at you in their de-
bates.

Republicans and Democrats alike, have one

central idea in mind, “what’s better for the coun-
try, and how can we make it happen?” We as
voters can answer that question for them de-
pending on which side of the ballot we put our
mark.

We as Americans need to step up to the plate
and make sure that we hold any and all candi-
dates accountable for any promise he or she

makes regarding public office. If we
do not, then they can just do as they
please and not expect any repercus-
sions. 

Don’t have time to vote? Tell that
to the men and women who fight
every day to give you the right to
vote and freedom of speech. 

So please go to the polls Nov. 6,
look past the Democratic and
Republican signs, and look at the
candidates themselves, for you are
not voting for the donkey or the ele-

phant but for the next commander in
chief of these great United States of America.

■ LLeeiigghhttoonn  CChheerraammiiee  iiss  aa  ssoopphhoommoorree  ssttuuddeenntt
ffrroomm  CCaarrrriieerree..  

Cheramie

Take some time and read 
between the political parties

■ FROM page 10
Becoming a more informed voter is not unlike

leaving the cave. If you are daring enough to in-
vest time and effort in escaping, your efforts can
lead to discernment.  Study history. Read The
Constitution. Listen to more than one point of
view. Read articles from multiple political per-
spectives.

Examine your own conscience, morals,
virtues, and convictions in light of political alter-
natives. Research voting records. Consider the
difference between equal opportunity and equal
outcome. Engage those who hold differing views
in constructive and civil debate. Temper argu-
ments with both logic and emotion.

Don’t settle for taking your parents’ word for
the truth. Same goes for your instructors, the
ones you respect and the ones you don’t. Ditto
your pastor, priest, rabbi, or imam.

Leaving your comfort zone can be scary. You

might find out not all liberals are long-haired hip-
pie-type-pinko-environmentalists who want to
crush Big Oil, legalize pot, and redistribute your
wealth.  You may discover all conservatives are
not racist-bigot-homophobic-gun-toting-Bible-
thumping Scrooges. 

Like Neo, you have a choice. You can simply
“take the blue pill. The story ends. You wake up
in your bed and believe whatever you want to be-
lieve.”  Or, “You take the red pill. You stay in
Wonderland and (you see) how deep the rabbit
hole goes.”

Don’t wait for a Morpheus in the 2012 election
season. Don’t wait to become an informed voter.
Mahatma Gandhi said, “Truth is by nature self-
evident. As soon as you remove the cobwebs of
ignorance that surrounds it, it shines clear.”  Get
out of bed and leave the shadow land of the pup-
peteers. Jump down the Rabbit Hole. Discover
for yourself just how far it goes. 

LEATHERWOOD

WALSH
■ FROM page 10

Republicans in Washington and here in
Mississippi have embraced cutting budgets, one
result of which is no summer Pell Grants for
most students and a precarious educational fu-
ture for many more. 

And this is what a Romney administration
would mean to citizens in south Mississippi.

To paraphrase former President Bill Clinton
on the GOP, “These are the guys who got us in
this mess, and they want us to throw out an ad-
ministration that is working and solving prob-
lems, and put the original bunch back in.”

At the same time, I think it is important for
student/voters to see the big picture the Longs
Peak part of the equation. 

Democrat Barack Obama argues that we are
part of something larger, something more dy-
namic and demanding. I would term it the
Social Contract. 

Most Progressive Democrats would say that

we are in a partnership with federal, state, and
local governments to meet the challenges we all
face in the 21st Century.

Mitt Romney can condescendingly smirk and
answer that “of course corporations are people,”
while at the same time eviscerating the social
safety nets that millions of patriotic middle-
class Americans depend upon because the rich
elites of the Republican Party don’t depend on
those same safety nets.

Indeed, the majority of the elites of the GOP
prefer to dismantle, privatize and “voucher-
ize” Medicare, Medicare, and Social Security.

Those dark clouds on the distant skyline
aren’t a Colorado summer storm but the ap-
proach of an acquisitive, elitist, grabbing, Wall
Street fat-cat oligarchy undermining the very
foundations of the American Social Contract.
A vote for the Democrats would forestall that
eventuality; a vote for the Republicans could
only hasten it.
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Chris Gaines (right), coordinator of transfer admissions at Delta State University, talks ad-
mission requirements with Pearl River Community College students, from left, Taylor
Lumpkin and Joel Cagle of Picayune, and Caleb Seal of Lumberton during PRCC’s
College Fair on Wednesday Sept. 19. 

Pearl River Community College student Kendall Laster of Hattiesburg fills out some pa-
perwork for Bethany Seal (left), admissions counselor for transfer students to the
University of Southern Mississippi, during PRCC’s College Fair on Wednesday Sept. 19.
PRCC Public Relations photos

University of Mississippi regional admissions counselor Tyler Biggs (left) takes down in-
formation from Pearl River Community College student Parker Blackwell of Columbia dur-
ing PRCC’s College Fair on Wednesday Sept. 19.

Alcorn State University admissions counselor Sonya Coker (seated) discusses enrollment
procedures with Pearl River Community College students Valdericka Raine (left) and
Ca’Standra Hart, both of Poplarville, during PRCC’s College Fair on Wednesday Sept. 19.

2012 College Fair held on Poplarville campus

Left, Devin Hernandez of
Picayune, left, and Jayson
Woodfill of Waveland man
the grill for the PRCC
Honors Institute picnic at
the stadium on Sept. 26.
Above, PRCC Honors
Institute students fill their
plate at a picnic.
PRCC Public Relations
photos

Honors Institute picnic

Something on a stick day

Above, the Pearl River Community College mascot, W.C. Rivers, took time off from his
busy day to consume some cotton candy from Maghan James (center), coordinator of
residence and student life; and Linda Nowell (right), secretary to the director of institution-
al research; during Something on a Stick Day Sept. 19 on the Poplarville campus. Below,
students enjoyed cotton candy, caramel apples and blow pops. 

Helping out with the Hancock Center’s first annual canned food drive were from left:
Instructor Craig Carrigee, students Jordan Roberts and Clayton Ware, Dean Raymunda
Barnes, and student Kadijah Johnson. 

By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Dean of Hancock Center

The fall semester is in full swing, and prepa-
ration for the upcoming spring semester and
the 2013-2014 academic year have already
begun.

The SGA officers have been busy
carrying out their agenda, starting
with a faculty/staff appreciation
breakfast. They served breakfast
and presented small tokens of ap-
preciation to the faculty and staff of
the Hancock Center.

The Hancock Center’s SGA also
completed their first annual canned
food drive. The  students, faculty
and staff donated many canned
goods and nonperishable items to
be presented to the food pantry for

those in need.
The educators of Hancock County are host-

ing the Hancock County College and Career
Fair. This fair will accommodate 400-600 high
school students from five area high schools-
Bay High School, Hancock High School, Our
Lady Academy, Pass Christian High School

and St. Stanislaus.
It takes place on Tuesday, Oct. 30

from 6 - 7:30 p.m. in the Hancock
High School Commons area.

Pearl River Community College
has been invited as one of the high-
lights of the fair. The Hancock
Center, PRCC Honors program and
many of our Career /Technical pro-
grams will be on hand to introduce
our fantastic institution, answer
questions and assist future Wildcats
in any way that we can!

Hancock Center: SGA hosts
first annual canned food drive

Barnes

‘Business in Your World’ series
gives students real perspective

By JENNIFER RESTER
SAVOIE 

Special to The Drawl

In the Spring of 2012, the
business instructors at PRCC
started discussing ways to try
to make the business courses
more “real” and interesting
for the business student. Out
of the brainstorming session
came the “Business in Your
World” speaker series.

The first speaker was Gary
White, a litigation attorney
and certified public account-
ant in Gulfport, who came to
campus on Oct. 23. 

He talked about business
ownership in Jennifer Rester-
Savoie’s Introduction to
Business class.

The class participated in
discussions on sole propri-
etorships, partnerships and
the various kinds of corpora-
tions. White compared and

contrasted the types of own-
ership as well as discussed
the tax implications of each.

White also talked about
eminent domain with Regina
Davenport’s Principles of
Real Estate class. In addition
to the law on eminent do-
main, he also discussed some
current eminent domain proj-
ects and other real estate top-

ics.
All business majors and stu-

dents enrolled in business
courses were invited to at-
tend. A total of  58 students
attended and asked a lot of
questions during the two ses-
sions. We are looking forward
to the next speaker in the
“Business in Your World” se-
ries. 

Attorney Gary White addreses business students in class.



POPLARVILLE - Pearl
River Community College
Museum has recently under-
gone some needed renova-
tions. The 2,000 square foot
facility is located in Hancock
Hall on the north-central sec-
tion of the Poplarville cam-
pus.

The museum was founded
in 2001, and it is one of two
or three community college
museums in the nation, ac-
cording to Ronn Hague, the
museum’s director.

“We did some minor but
necessary things like painting
some of the older exhibits,
and we finished and lit some
new ones.  We are also com-
plying with some of the rec-
ommendations from a conser-
vation assessment study,”
Hague said.

The existing museum light-
ing has been upgraded to
LED lights.  The LED light-
ing does not give off any
ultra-violet (UV) rays.
“Those rays are the part of
light that photo-ages things
like cloth, paper, and even
skin,” Hague said.  He said
the museum’s textiles and
paper goods will be safer in
the new lighting environ-
ment.

One of the new exhibits fea-
tures a 104-year-old dress
handmade by Miss Floy

Moody, a diploma, photos,
and catalog from the
Poplarville boarding high
school that actively boarded
students from the mid-1890s
until 1906 when a fire de-
stroyed the school’s dormito-
ries.

Objects are regularly donat-
ed by PRCC alumni and by
departments or offices on the
historic campus.  The muse-
um now has a collection of
more than 5,000 objects in-
cluding uniforms, sports
memorabilia, teaching equip-
ment and aids, multi-media
equipment, furniture, photos,
papers and records, personal
memorabilia, and many other

objects of interest.
Although some work is still

ongoing, the museum is open
to the public.  The museum’s
normal hours are Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday from
2 until 4 p.m., Tuesdays from
9 a.m. until 2 p.m., and
Thursdays from 12 until 4
p.m.

All other times must be by
appointments made a week in
advance.  To call for an ap-
pointment or to donate items
or gifts to the museum, call
Ronn Hague at 601-403-1316.
All monetary donations are
accepted through the PRCC
Development Foundation and
are tax deductible.
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POPLARVILLE - A consortium of eight col-
leges, including Pearl River Community
College, will use a $14.7  million Department of
Labor grant to develop a health information
technology training program.

PRCC is a member of the new Bossier Parish
Community College Consortium along with
Copiah-Lincoln, Meridian, Mississippi Delta
and Northeast Mississippi community colleges
in Mississippi and Northeast Louisiana
Technical College, Delgado and South
Louisiana community colleges in Louisiana.

The consortium was notified re-
cently that it will receive
$14,710,837 to develop and imple-
ment a new, core foundational infor-
mation technology curriculum that
integrates basic skills instruction
with technical training to accelerate
academic achievement and creden-
tial attainment.

PRCC will be responsible for de-
veloping a health information tech-
nology degree that will build on
PRCC’s existing medical records
technology program.

“We’re going to be working with under-pre-
pared students - that can include drop-outs and
some who may not have college level skills,”
said Dr. Scott Alsobrooks, vice president of eco-
nomic and community development. “We will
be enrolling them in Adult Basic Education and
health information classes and the prerequi-
sites required for health informatics.”

The new degree, possibily available for en-
rollment by 2013-14, will train workers to meet
needs of hospitals and other health care
providers.

“It will be putting us in line with the federal
mandates to digitize all patient records,”
Alsobrooks said.

The work will involve a number of PRCC de-
partments - Adult Basic Education, career tech-
nical student services, business office technolo-
gy and medical records technology.
Development and implementation will involve
the Poplarville campus, Forrest County Center

and Hancock Center, he said.
Although the grant does not provide money

for student scholarships, students who enroll in
the new degree program can qualifty for Pell
Grants as well as Workforce Investment Act
(WIA) assistance. For those without a high
school degree, PRCC Adult Basic Education
preparation for the GED exam is free.

“We will start working with the under-pre-
pared students as soon as the details are
worked out with the Department of Labor,”
Alsobrooks said. “We’re going to start blending

some of the instruction for the pre-
requisite courses.”

College officials are hopeful that
corporate support for the new pro-
gram may also be received, said Dr.
William Lewis, PRCC president.

“They had indicated their interest
in assisting with this project if we
were successful in obtaining this
most significant funding for our col-
lege,” he said.

Other colleges will focus on cyber
security and industrial information

technology programs.
The grants are part of the Trade Adjustment

Assistance Community College and Career
Training (TAACCCT)  initiative, which pro-
motes skills development and employment op-
portunities in fields such as advanced manufac-
turing, transportation and health care, as well
as science, technology, engineering and math
careers through partnerships between training
providers and local employers. The U.S.
Department of Labor is implementing and ad-
ministering the program in coordination with
the U.S. Department of Education.

A total of $500 million in grants were award-
ed to community colleges and universities
around the country for the development and ex-
pansion of innovative training programs.

“I congratulate the five colleges and their
consortium for being one of just 27 consortium
grants funded this year,” said Dr. Eric Clark, ex-
ecutive director of the Mississippi Community
College Board. 

Alsobrooks

PRCC, 7 other colleges
get $14.7 million grant

Dr. Ted Alexander, left, presents a check from the Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation to
Dr. William Lewis, president of Pearl River Community College, and Dr. Becky Askew,
vice president for planning and institutional research. The foundation is the primary spon-
sor of PRCC’s Women’s Health Symposium, which will be held Saturday, Jan. 26, on the
Poplarville campus, featuring keynote speaker Barb Bancroft, author of “Kiss My
Asparagus.” PRCC Public Relations photo

Women’s Health Symposium

Museum undergoes renovations
Jonathan Brockhaus, a work-study student of Picayune, has spent the fall semester help-
ing renovate museum exhibits.  

By JAMIE DICKSON
Assistant Director 

At the Wellness Center,
group exercise is becoming
more and more popular
among students, faculty and
staff, and our community
members.

In October, Yoga was added
to the group exercise sched-
ule. Yoga instructor Jim
Sones leads a Yoga class on
Monday evenings from 6:30-
7:45 p.m. and on Wednesdays
from 5:30-6:45 p.m. The cost
is $5 per class for students
and other members.

Zumba, led by Kay
Kammer, continues to be a
popular choice for getting a
good workout. 

Kay has recently opened a
new Zumba Toning class, free
for all students, faculty and
staff, and other members.
This class meets every
Wednesday morning, begin-
ning at 8:15 a.m.

Tara Rouse instructs a
group exercise class called
Super Circuit, every Monday
and Wednesday afternoon,
beginning at 4:15 p.m. This
class involves a combination
of weight training, step aero-
bics, flexibility, and relax-
ation exercises. This class is
open to all students and other
members, free of charge.

Participating in group exer-

cise classes can challenge you
to work out beyond your nor-
mal routine and ultimately
lead to better health and a
higher fitness level. Other
benefits would include meet-
ing new people, having a
sense of accomplishment, and
experiencing a positive, invit-

ing atmosphere.
UUppccoommiinngg  eevveennttss::
November kicks off the

Wellness Center’s annual
Thanksgiving food drive for
Brother’s Keeper. 

November’s Turkey Trot -
Fun Run/Walk event; date
and time TBA.

The Wellness Center: Yoga added
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We are the champions for 2012 

Soccer teams win Region 23 titles; eye nationals

Above, Karly Mitchell (29) of Poplarville and her teammates, Jessica Guillott of Picayune (1)
and Brooke Blackledge (9) of Laurel move the ball down the field for the Wildcats. Below,
midfielder Millie Barr of Oak Grove goes up for a header against Jones in the MACJC
championship game. Photos by Mitch Deaver.  

Above, former Oak Grove High standout Garrett Head battles Holmes’ Brett Vanderford (5)
for possession of the ball during the men’s game. Below, forward Mike Allizzo (2) breaks
into the open field during the MACJC championship men’s game. PRCC won the game 4-2
over Holmes. Photos by Mitch Deaver. 

MERIDIAN - A week after
winning an unprecedented
women’s and men’s MACJC
state soccer championships on
the same day, Pearl River
Community College duplicated
that feat with a pair of Region
23 titles with wins over host
Meridian CC Saturday.

The Lady Wildcats took a
hard-fought 1-0 victory over the
Lady Eagles. The Wildcats were
2-1 winners in an equally tough
contest.

PRCC’s women improved to
12-2 overall. The River’s men re-
main undefeated at 14-0.

The Lady Wildcats now shoot
for the NJCAA District H cham-
pionship in Poplarville this
Saturday when they play host to
No. 1-ranked Brevard College
(12-1) out of Cocoa, Fla., for a
berth in Nov. 12-17’s NJCAA
National Tournament to be held
in Melbourne, Fla. 

Gametime is 1 p.m.
The Wildcats and Eagles both

copped berths in the NJCAA
District P playoffs set for this
Friday and Saturday at Tyler
Junior College in Tyler, Tex.
The men’s district champ will
advance to the national tourna-
ment set for the same dates at
Darton College in Albany, Ga.

PRCC’s men will play Paris
(Tex.) CC at 8 p.m. Friday and,
with a win, advance to the finals
versus the winner of Friday’s
Meridian-Tyler contest at 3 p.m.
Saturday.

Paris CC is 7-6 overall head-
ing into the district event. Tyler
is 16-2-1.

In the women’s regional title,
things were scoreless at the
half, but Kacy Mixon of East
Central High in Hurley banged
in a goal with 18:48 left for the
game-winning score.

In the men’s game, Meridian

led 1-0 at the intermission off a
goal by Kellen Roberts at the
11:05 mark of the first half, but
the Wildcats bounced back with
a game-tying goal by Ricky
Henry of Escambia High in
Pensacola, Fla., at the 28:22
mark of the second half before
Mike Allizzo of Ocean Springs
High scored the game-winner
with 3:24 left.

Wildcat coach Paul Martin
was honored post-game by
being named Region 23’s
‘Coach of the Year.’ Jack Byrd
coaches the PRCC women’s
squad.

Since 1999’s inaugural season
of PRCC soccer, it’s women pre-
viously won state titles in 2005
and 2009, as well as a total of
six South Division champi-
onships; while the men were
also state champs in 2003 and
boast three South Division
crowns.

Pearl River’s Mike Allizzo celebrates his
game-winning goal with 3:24 left in the
Wildcats’ 2-1 victory over Meridian for the
Region 23 championship played Saturday
in Meridian. Allizzo is a freshman who
prepped at Ocean Springs High School. 

PRCC’s Tyler Hatch (right) battles Meridian’s
Blake Hardin for the ball in the Wildcats’ 2-1
win over the Eagles for the Region 23
championship Saturday in Meridian. Hatch
is a sophomore midfielder who prepped at
East Central High in Hurley.

Lady Wildcats and Wildcats victory celebrations
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2012 PRCC women’s and men’s soccer teams

Members of the 2012 PRCC women’s soccer team include from left: Front row -
Sophomore Jordan Praylow of Pensacola, Fla., freshman Jessica Dexter of Horn Lake,
sophomore Jordan Dufault of Pascagoula, freshman Taylor Smith of Pearl, sophomore
Jessica Kirkwood of George County and sophomore Maggie Daniels of Madison Central.
Second row - Freshman Whitney Overstreet of East Central, sophomore Britni Polderman
of Picayune, freshman Farabee Shafer of Biloxi, freshman Christina Gentry of Horn Lake,
freshman Kacy Mixon of East Central, sophomore Millie Barr of Oak Grove, freshman

Karly Mitchell of Poplarville, freshman Chelsea Parsons of Biloxi and sophomore Hannah
McCarty of Tupelo. Third row - Head coach Jack Byrd, freshman Alejandra Garcia of Olive
Branch, freshman Kyla Regan of Pearl River Central, freshman Brooke Blackledge of
Northeast Jones, sophomore Michelle McKissack of Madison Central, sophomore Presley
Stigletts of Oak Grove, sophomore Charlotte Crisp of London, England, sophomore
Jessica Guillot of Pearl River Central and manager Victoria Lusco of Bay
High. Not pictured is assistant coach Gordon Waters.    

Members of the 2012 Pearl River Community College men’s soccer team include from
left: Front row - Sophomore Pacer Frierson of Picayune, freshman Michael Dye of
Harrison Central, freshman Austin Douglas of Gulfport, freshman Dillon Ladner of East
Central, sophomore Ricky Henry of Pensacola, Fla., freshman Jackson Harlan of George
County, sophomore Tyler Hatch of East Central, freshman Taylor Dees of Pearl, freshman
Gerald Praylow III of Pensacola, Fla., and freshman James Pipper of Pearl River Central.
Standing - Manager Kendal Noble of Gulfport, freshman Jay Lang of Oak Grove, sopho-

more Garrett Head of Oak Grove, sophomore Dustin Ladner of St. Stanislaus, sophomore
Drew Kirkwood of George County, sophomore Cayce Seal of St. Stanislaus, sophomore
Kyle Gifford of Ocean Springs, sophomore Corey Reed of George County, freshman Mike
Allizzo of Ocean Springs, freshman Steven Renner of Ocean Springs, freshman Dylan
Garrett of Vancleave, freshman T.J. Sharp of Ocean Springs, graduate assistant Micajah
Holland, head coach Paul Martin. 
Photos by Mitch Deaver.

Football Wildcats finish 2012 season with 3-6 record

Above, Brandon King (31) of Florence kicked a 27-yard
field goal against Hinds. His holder is Christian Chauvin
(85) of Oak Grove. Below, Darius Holder (11) of Lumberton
breaks into the clear against Co-Lin.   

Freshman Jeffery Dyson (1) of Thomasville, Ga., cele-
brates in the end zone with some of his teammates, in-
cluding Scottie Merrell (39) of Picayune. Dyson returned a
kickoff 90 yards for a touchdown in the season’s final
game against Hinds. Photos by Mitch Deaver.   

POPLARVILLE - Nine weeks ago,
Pearl River’s Wildcats opened their
2012 football season with sky-high
expectations.

But those illusions didn’t end on a
grand scale.

The River wrapped its year with a
26-16 setback to Hinds last Thursday
in Dobie Holden Stadium to finish 3-
6 overall. Hinds also finished 3-6.

Both teams were 2-4 in MACJC

South Division play.
Wildcat coach Tim Hatten isn’t ac-

customed to losing. In his 26 years as
an assistant and head coach, last sea-
son’s 4-5 mark was his first. This sea-
son makes it two straight.

“Going in, I really thought we had
the talent to turn things around over
last year. But it’s pretty obvious I was
wrong,” Hatten said. “Even though
we opened with a (35-15) loss at

East Mississippi (the reigning
MACJC and NJCAA national
champs and ranked No. 1 nationally
at the time), we played pretty well
and I thought we’d be okay.

“That wasn’t the case.”
Hinds finished with 385 yards of

total offense (332 rush, 64 pass).
“We couldn’t stop anybody,”

Hatten added.
Pearl River finished with 332 total

yards (102 rush, 230 pass) and had
the edge in first downs with 19 to
Hinds’ 16.

On the game’s opening possession,
the Eagles appeared to be ready to
light up the scoreboard, driving to
the PRCC 46 in four plays, but
Marino Daggon of Bassfield High in-
tercepted quarterback Anthony
D’Angelo’s pass at the 13 to crush the
scoring threat.

On the Wildcats’ first snap of the
game, quarterback Dylan Favre, a
Mississippi State transfer who
prepped at St. Stanislaus in Bay St.
Louis, hit Cheeto Johnson of Forrest
County AHS with a 24-yard comple-
tion, then Johnson ran for nine to his
own 45 before Jordan Woods of Oak
Grove High fumbled at the line of
scrimmage and Hinds recovered.

■ SSeeee  FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL,,  ppaaggee  1166
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Five straight running plays

pushed HCC to the 15 where
QB Chris Nelson threw in-
complete on a third and five
and Tyler Poe was wide on a
32-yard field goal attempt.

Pearl River managed to
move 22 yards to its own 42
over the next five snaps, be-
fore three straight Hinds flags
for a combined 25 yards
pushed things to the Eagle 38
where Favre was intercepted
by LaDarion Robinson, who
returned his pick 55 yards to
the Wildcat 30.

Ragsdale ran for three on
first down, then sped 27
yards into the end zone. Poe’s
PAT put the Eagles up 7-0.

Three punt exchanges
later, Hinds padded its lead
with a 12-play, 73-yard scor-
ing drive. Nelson hit Khiry
Lucas on a scoring pass with
8:20 left in the half.

Pearl River drove 82 yards
in 15 plays on the opening
possession of the third quar-
ter, but Favre threw incom-
plete on a fourth and seven at
the HCC nine. Favre went
four of five in the series for 61
yards.

Hinds answered with a 91-
yard scoring drive with
Ragsdale bursting for 53 on
first down, while Mireles’ 19-
yard run and Nelson’s 18-yard
run pushed things to the
Wildcat one. Two snaps later,

Joshua Dixon ran in for the
score. Poe’s PAT was no
good, but Hinds led 20-0.

In dazzling fashion, Jeffery
Dyson of Thomasville (Ga.)
High returned the ensuing
kickoff 90 yards for the

Wildcats’ first touchdown of
the night. King’s extra point
made it 20-7.

Favre finished the night
completing 22 of 38 (one in-
terception) for all of the
Wildcats’ aerial yardage.

Johnson had a career night
in his final game as a Wildcat,
garnering 156 yards of total
offense - 59 rush on 19 carries
and 97 on six catches (both
team highs) - while Favre ran
for 44 on four attempts.
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Construction on Pearl River Community College’s new
$8.9 million Marvin R. White Coliseum is underway, seven
years after Hurricane Katrina destroyed the original facility.
The 35,400-square-foot gymnasium is located on the

same site and is scheduled to be ready for the 2013-14
season. Rod Cooke Construction Inc. of Mobile is the gen-
eral contractor. The coliseum will seat between 2,600 and
2,800. The old facility sat 2,200.  

Faculty profile

NNAAMMEE: Mary Bolton

FFAAMMIILLYY: Divorced, all daugh-
ters: Karlnegua Ball, 24; Carrietha
Ball, 22; Shelbretta Ball, 19.

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: McLain

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL  BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD::
Graduated McLain High School,
1980; Jones Junior College, 1982;
Nicholls State University, B.S. in
1990; University of Southern
Mississippi, 1999.

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  AATT  PPRRCCCC:Women’s assistant basketball coach

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE: 16 years

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  BBOOOOKK: The Purpose Driven Life

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  FFOOOODD:  Greens  and cornbread

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMOOVVIIEE: The  Help

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMUUSSIICC: Gospel

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  VVAACCAATTIIOONN  TTRRIIPP:: Trip to Australia  for the
2000 Olympics

WWHHAATT  TTHHRREEEE  WWEEBBSSIITTEESS  DDOO  YYOOUU  VVIISSIITT  EEVVEERRYY--
DDAAYY??    none

WWHHAATT  DDOONN’’TT  WWEE  KKNNOOWW  AABBOOUUTT  YYOOUU  TTHHAATT
WWOOUULLDD  SSUURRPPRRIISSEE  UUSS??    

I serve as Mayor of my hometown in McLain

WWOORRDDSS  OOFF  WWIISSDDOOMM::  
Think before you speak. What you say could push a person

over the cliff or make him or her walk away and LIVE ..Be an
Encourager!

Bolton

FOOTBALL

Sohomore defensive back
Marino Daggon (24) leaps
high for this interception
against Hinds.

Sohomore running back
Cheeto Johnson (9) of
Hattiesburg takes the hand-
off from quarterback Dylan
Farve (6) of Bay St. Louis
against Hinds.
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