
Pearl River Community College offers equal education and employ-
ment opportunities. We do not discriminate on the basis of race, reli-
gion, color, sex, age, national origin, veteran status, or disability. For
inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies or to request ac-
commodations, special assistance, or alternate format publication,
please contact Tonia Moody, ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator, at P.O.
Box 5118, Poplarville, MS 39470 or 601 403-1060.

Non-discrimination statement

Textbooks rented for the fall semester must be returned to
the Bookstore no later than close of business on Tuesday, Dec.
11.  

Students who have not returned rental textbooks will be
charged the full price of a new book plus a $15 non_return fee
on Wednesday, Dec. 12.

Bookstore hours have been adjusted to accommodate stu-
dents whose finals end after 4 p.m. The Poplarville and Forrest
County Center stores will be open until 8 p.m. Wednesday and
Thursday, Dec. 5 and 6. The Hancock Center store also will be
open until 8 p.m. on Thursday.

The bookstore staff urges students to return rented books as
soon as finals are finished.

■ The PRCC chapter of the Association of Educational
Office Professionals is selling a variety of logo items as a fund-
raiser.

Items that can be personalized with the PRCC logo and slo-
gans, such as Roll River Roll, include insulated tumblers, cake
carriers, window decals and car tags. Prices range from $8 to
$10.

To see the items or for more information, contact Linda
Nowell in the institutional research office at extension 1420 or
by email at lnowell@prcc.edu.  

■ Two holiday charity drives to benefit Brother’s Keeper
continue through Monday, Dec. 10.

New or slightly used coats and blankets will be distributed
by Brother’s Keepers to families and individuals in need. Non-
perishable food items also will be used for Christmas baskets.
Donations will be collected at the Wellness Center through

Dec. 10.

Students must move out of residence halls by 5 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 7, for the Christmas holidays.

The dormitories will reopen for the spring semester at 1
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 8.

Offices on all PRCC campuses will close at the end of busi-
ness on Friday, Dec. 14 and reopen at 8 a.m. on Jan. 3.

Registration will be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, Jan.4,
at the Hancock Center; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Jan. 7, at the
Forrest County Center; and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 8,
on the Poplarville campus. These times are for students who
did not register before the fall semester ended.

Day and night classes begin Wednesday, Jan. 9.

Media specialist Cynthia Schafer of Hattiesburg won the
Best in Show honor for the Wellness Center’s annual
Halloween pumpkin decorating/carving contest.

Schafer used two pumpkins to fashion a colorful butterfly.
Other winners were Jennifer Ginn of Bay St. Louis, creepi-

est critter; Shanta Echols of Sumrall, best carving; Victoria
Quave of Carriere and Cheyenne Turnage of Sandy Hook,
quite creative.

The Wellness Center also hosted the Howling Hustle, a
walk and fundraiser to benefit the Pearl River County Animal
Shelter.

The PRCC Singers will participate in the Extra Table
Christmas Concert at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 11, at the Saenger
Theater in Hattiesburg.

The concert, which also includes choirs from Petal, North
Forrest, Oak Grove and Sumrall high schools and William
Carey University, will benefit the Extra Table non-profit which
provides food to soup kitchens and pantries throughout
Mississippi.

Deanna Favre will narrate the Christmas story and the
choirs and the Hattiesburg Chamber Orchestra will perform
traditional Christmas music.

A pre-show with the Petal Harvey Baptist Church handbell
choir will begin at 6:40 p.m. in the theater lobby.

Sponsor is Forrest General Hospital.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 for children and can be

purchased by contacting the theater at 601-584-4888 or
www.hattiesburgsaenger.com or Crescent City Grill at 601-
264-0672.
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Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays

Donohue president of MFACJC

Current construction on both the
Poplarville and Forrest County Center
campuses is proceeding on schedule with
two more major projects ready to begin.

Officials opened bids Nov. 27 on a new
men’s residence hall to be built between
River Village and the Technology
Building.

“The apparent low bidder was Hanco
Construction,” said Craig Tynes, physical
plant director.

“We’re right there at budget at $3.2 mil-
lion.”

The two-story building will house 61
beds along with a head resident’s apart-
ment and common areas.

Construction is expected to take a year.
Holliday Construction is the low bidder

to rework the parking areas south of
Crosby Hall.

The contract, about $500,000, was
signed Nov. 30 and gives the contractors
150 days to complete the project.

“As soon as the students get out for the
Christmas break, they should be start-
ing,” Tynes said.

The project will reconfigure the large
parking lot south of Crosby Hall and west

of the Alumni House - access to the lot
will be across River Road from the cafete-
ria loading dock and green space near the
corner of River Road and West Gate
Drive will be eliminated. A new access
point will be built from the lot in front of
Lamar Hall. 

The work will eliminate access from
that lot to the smaller lot south of the
Alumni House. The grass between the
smaller lot and River Road in front of the
Science Building will be torn out and the
parking lot extended onto the street.
Access will be from West North Street.

The project will add about 30 parking
spaces, Tynes said.

The Ethel Holden Brownstone Center
for the Performing Arts is on schedule to
be finished during the spring semester.

Mac’s Construction of Hattiesburg is
general contractor for the $10.4 million
dollar center. With a capacity of about
900, the center will include state-of-the-
art lighting and sound equipment along
with  gallery display space.

The center will provide not only a
venue for PRCC performances but a one-
of-a-kind facility for community use and

stage productions rarely seen in small
towns.

Also set for completion during the
spring semester is the $3.6 million Career
Education Center at the Forrest County
Center. “They’ve come a long way with
it,” Tynes said.

Larry J. Sumrall Contractors Inc. of
Laurel is finishing interior work on the
one-story facility to house welding, elec-
tronics and the heating, air conditioning
and refrigeration programs.

Located north of the Allied Health
Center, the building is the first step in ex-
pansion of the Forrest County Center.

Renovation of the space currently used
by the programs will meet the increasing
demand for additional classroom space
and improved student services.

Back on the Poplarville campus, work
on the Marvin R. White Coliseum is con-
tinuing with projected completion during
the summer. Red Cooke Construction of
Mobile is the general contractor.

Renovation of the former visual arts
building is almost complete, and the pub-
lic relations department will move there
early in 2013, Tynes said.

Work on campus facilities taking shape

Officials opened bids Nov. 27 on a new men’s residence
hall to be built between River Village and the Technology
Building on the Poplarville campus. The two-story $3.2 mil-

lion building will house 61 beds along with a head resident’s
apartment and common areas. Construction is expected to
take a year. More construction photos, page 8.

The Mississippi Faculty Association for
Community and Junior Colleges repre-
sents more than 1,000 faculty members at
15 public community colleges in
Mississippi.

For many decades, Pearl River
Community College has participated ac-
tively in this organization and our faculty
have served in a number of leadership ca-
pacities within the organization.

In January 2013, PRCC will once again
lend a faculty member to the MFACJC
when  Douglas Donohue, mathematics in-
structor at the Forrest County Center,
will begin a two-year term as president of
the organization.

Donohue has previously served as
treasurer and vice president of the
MFACJC from 2009 through 2012. 

The purpose of the MFACJC is three
fold. 

It acts as an advocate for the interests of
the community and junior college faculty.

It acts in coordination with other or-
ganizations such as the community col-
lege presidents, the trustees, the alumni,
and the students to support the welfare of

community and junior colleges. And it
serves as a medium of professional and
social interaction for the members of the
MFACJC.

The MFACJC hosts legislative break-
fasts in the Capitol rotunda each spring
while the legislature is in session.

They are scheduled for Jan. 15, 2013,
and Feb. 12, 2013. It also hosts an annual
Capitol Day Event on Feb. 28, 2013,
when the legislators and the
media are invited to a news
conference featuring commu-
nity college leadership and
students.

The purpose of this event is
to educate our political repre-
sentatives as well as the gener-
al public as to the achieve-
ments and remarkable value of
the community college system
in Mississippi.

The current political agenda
for the MFACJC centers around
Mid-Level Funding.

In 2007, the Mississippi Legislature
passed SB 2364, a mandate to fund com-
munity colleges at a per-student al-
lowance that is midway between the per-
student allowance for K-12 students and
the per-student allowance for regional
university students.

Currently, the Mississippi Legislature
has only allocated $2686 per community
college student, but the mid-level funding
mandate would require $5182 per com-
munity college student.

The Mississippi community colleges
educate 68 percent of the college fresh-
men and 50 percent of all students taking
credit courses in Mississippi.

However, the community colleges in
Mississippi receive only 27
percent of the state funding for
colleges, and only 7.2 percent
of all state educational fund-
ing.

Since 2000, the state fund-
ing per student has declined
by 26.4 percent in the commu-
nity colleges while K-12 has
enjoyed a 40.6 percent in-
crease in funding per student
during the same time period.

The MFACJC recognizes
the fantastic job being done by

the administration, faculty, and staff of
the 15 public community and junior col-
leges in the state of Mississippi. 

Several of our colleges have been recog-
nized for outstanding achievement by the
Aspen Foundation, and our entire system
has been praised in a number of publica-
tions.  

Takes over leadership
position in January

Donohue

Dorms close at 5 p.m. Dec. 7

Spring semester registration 

Crosby Hall decorations
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By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

This semester has flown by. We are
already in the time of year for family
get-togethers, holiday parties, crowd-
ed shopping malls and final exams.

When we try to get too much done
in too short of a period of time, the
increased stress can play havoc on
our health. There are simple things
that you can do to protect yourself
and your family during this time of
year when so many viral infections
are going around.

Wash your hands frequently. This
is the simplest, cheapest, and most
effective preventive measure you can
do to protect your health. Door han-

dles, shopping cart handles, and the
impulse-buying sections at the check-
out lines are great places to pick up
somebody else’s germs.

Remember to wash hands for at
least 15-20 seconds.

If you’re not around
soap and water, use a hand
sanitizer.

Get plenty of sleep and
maintain a regular sleep
routine. Even missing an
hour or two of sleep each
night can wear down your
immune system and in-
crease stress levels, mak-
ing you more susceptible
to infections such as colds

and flu.
Stay away from all-night study ses-

sions and especially the “Energy”
drinks and supplements that you see
advertised everywhere.

Maintain a healthy diet.
Monitor your food intake
and eat healthy foods as
often as possible.
Splurging is common but
using common sense can
prevent the five to 10-
pound weight gain so
many experience during
this time of year.

Drink a large glass of
water before meals, eat a
piece of fruit before that

holiday party and take small serv-
ings. Eat plenty of immune strength-
ening foods such as onions, sweet po-
tatoes, carrots, apples, nuts, honey,
and blueberries.

Take a walk or dance to a favorite
song. Exercise helps to relieve stress
and keep those extra pounds at bay.
Volunteer as a bell-ringer for the
Salvation Army or visit a nursing
home.

Just get moving.
Don’t forget your mental health.

Many times we (especially mothers)
try to create the Norman Rockwell
Christmas and set ourselves up for
failure. Set aside as little as 15-20 min-
utes of time for yourself every day.

Go to church, visit friends, or
watch a Christmas special on TV.
Find something to do that reduces
stress by clearing your mind, slowing
your breathing, and restoring inner
calm. 

And don’t forget the real reason for
the season. It’s not about presents and
parties or pretty wrappings and bows.
It’s about the birth of our savior so
many years ago and the season of
peace on earth, goodwill toward men. 

Merry Christmas to all and to all a
healthy season.

■ HHeeaalltthh  SSeerrvviicceess  iiss  ooppeenn  MMoonnddaayy
tthhrroouugghh  FFrriiddaayy  ffrroomm  88  aa..mm..  ttoo  33  pp..mm..
dduurriinngg  tthhee  ffaallll  aanndd  sspprriinngg  sseemmeesstteerrss..
CCaallll  440033--11330033  ffoorr  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss..  Hall

Things you can do to protect yourself over holidays

By JAMES HAMANN
The Drawl Staff Writer

Have you ever been a part of
something that you have a major
passion for? Has that passion led
you to practice almost every single
day for you to be great at what you
love? 

You might be a soccer player who
practices scoring goals constantly
hoping to get the game-winning
kick in the state championship, or
even a trumpet player who practices
constantly because they want to be
first chair in the marching band so
they can have their own designated
solo.

Well, I have a passion and that is
for playing bass guitar in a hardcore
band.

Back in January 2011, a few
friends got together and decided to
form a band entitled,
“From Shore to Shore.” 

This was one of the
best times of my life. The
band came out strong in
February with playing a
bunch of shows every
weekend in places such as
Columbia, Hattiesburg,
and some places in
Louisiana. I was having
so much fun and really
starting to create what we

called a brotherhood with these four
guys that were so similar to my
likes, but we were all unique in our
own way. 

In March 2011, I was in a car ac-
cident and broke both of
my legs. The band all
thought that we were
going to have to take a
break for a long time until
I was healthy again. 

Instead, I was driven
for what was becoming
my new passion for music
to take a chance and give
the other bands/fans
something new to see. So

three weeks after the acci-

dent, the band put my wheelchair
on stage and we put on one of the
best concerts we possibly could pull
off.

The crowd went crazy for us and
we started to develop a good fan
base. The feeling of loving music so
much to play different concerts
every weekend, talk to record labels
about a contract, and going to differ-
ent studios to record is the most
amazing feeling I have ever experi-
enced.

From Shore To Shore is no longer
a band, but had a run in the music
scene for more than a year and a
half. All of the band members still
have a brotherhood as friends that

no one can snatch from us. 
Currently, I’m in a new project

with a few old friends. It is great to
say I am back in music where my
heart and mind wants to be.

I would love to be able to tour
and make a name for myself in the
music industry, which is a major
goal in my life. 

Overall, if you have a goal or pas-
sion for something, let nothing
stand in the way of it.

Achieve that goal with 100 per-
cent of your heart and 100 percent
of your mind and anything is possi-
ble if you have the drive to reach it.

■ JJaammeess  HHaammaannnn  iiss  aa  ffrreesshhmmaann
ssttuuddeenntt  ffrroomm  PPiiccaayyuunnee..

Hamann

Believe in anything strong enough and you can achieve it

By ABBIE McMAHON
The Drawl Staff Writer

People have many views on how they look
at their family members.

I absolutely love my family like most people
do, but I don’t know what I would do without
my brother. His name is Marcus Briar
McMahon and he is a sophomore at PRCC.

We both live on campus and are members
of the Spirit of the River marching band. He
was born on Feb. 17, 1992, and I was born on
Sept. 30, 1993. This leaves us 17 months
apart.

Even though we are so close, we disagree on
some things. We are still  inseperable. We have
never been known as being apart. For the
most part, if you ever see one of us on campus,
you will see both of us.

When we were little our mom put the
matching outfits on us as we went to church.
My brother was even my dance partner as we
took dance from our mom. We have had our
ups and downs growing up but he will always
be my best friend.

My junior year of high school was his senior
year and after that was the first year that we
were really separated. Of course the next year
I was a senior and he was a freshman in col-
lege here at the River. Through all the years of
school so far, we have never gone to different
schools until then.

Even though there was a bit of peace in the
McMahon household, at the beginning it was
a state of depression it felt like. For my mom
and dad their baby was moving out and going
to college so I was their comfort for the most
part.

Now I am here at Pearl River Community
College with him and we are reunited. I hear
people say all the time that they “hate” their

siblings, but I don’t see how that is possible.
Briar and I have argued plenty of times and

disagreed on so many things but we always
stick together. We have amazing parents,
grandparents, friends, and others that we are
blessed to have in our life.

I would never want to change one thing
about how we go day-by-day together. You
never know if you will get tomorrow but finish
each day knowing that you did everything you
could. 

Let the ones you care about know that you
love them. I love you, big brother.

■ AAbbbbiiee  MMccMMaahhoonn  iiss  aa  ffrreesshhmmaann  ssttuuddeenntt
ffrroomm  OOaakk  GGrroovvee..

Abbie McMahon and her brother, Marcus
Briar McMahon

I’m very thankful even after
Thanksgiving holidays

By CHRISTINE LOVELESS
The Drawl Staff Writer

The year was 1974. The war in Vietnam is
raging. You are in a small cafÇ in San
Francisco hearing poetry from some of today’s
greatest minds. However, the rest of the world
does not even know they exist. However, you
are not.

You are in Gold Mine Saloon on a Thursday
night. Voted best dance club in New Orleans
by Gambit for the past five years, Gold Mine
Saloon is just what you think a dance club in
New Orleans would be like.

It has a disco ball, old arcade machines that
no longer work, a condom dispenser next to
the feminine dispenser in the bathroom, ciga-
rette machines, a full-service bar, and mood
lighting.

Come in any night to see things that you
might want to see.

Any night that is, but Thursdays. On
Thursday nights this bar changes from a light-
night hookup spot to a poetry club.
The dance floor, usually packed
with drinking college kids, is lined
with chairs. Old barrels are set up as
tables and the VIP booths are just
normal tables. This poetry club is
called 17 Poets, because all together
17 poets will read that night.

At eight o’clock New Orleans
time, the fun starts. A list is passed
around by a man in his late 50’s with
dreads that are probably older than
me. His name is Jimmy and he is the
MC for the open-mic portion.

Then the poetry starts. They always have
two or three opening acts. These can range
from big names such as John Sinclair (John
Lennon’s friend who he wrote a song about) to
local people who just finished writing their
first book. After the featured guests read it is
time for open-mic portion of the event.

The list that was passed around before has

only 17 spots so be sure to get there early just
in case. There is a five-minute time limit to
readers; no other restrictions. Some have gone
up and played the flute. Others blasted out po-

etry slam that felt like someone
should be playing the bongos be-
hind them. Most read.

This does take place in a bar so
it’s an 18-plus venue. Going on a
Thursday night you would never be-
lieve what this place could be any
other day of the week.

It even feels like a poetry place
that existed in the 1970s.
Sometimes it is fun to just forget
where and when you are, and pre-
tend the year is 1974 and the war is

on. It is truly an experience.
Anyone interested in going should visit

http://www.17poets.com to see their line-up.
Doors open at 7:30 and the show starts at 8.

All of course in New Orleans time and fashion.
For only New Orleans could give us a poetry
club that doubles as a dance club.

■ CChhrriissttiinnee  LLoovveelleessss  iiss  aa  ssoopphhoommoorree  ssttuu--
ddeenntt  ffrroomm  PPiiccaayyuunnee..  

17 Poets event a truly New
Orleans poetry club

Dave Brinks (right) the founder of 17 poets.

Loveless

By SHAQUELL THOMAS
The Drawl Staff Writer

Well, my fellow Wildcats, it is almost that
time to tell some friends goodbye and tell the
Holiday Break hello!

Many in our Wildcat family may be graduat-
ing this December.

They are accepting their diplo-
mas and going on to do great
things. While this is going on a lot
of you may be losing roommates
and friends due to the beginning of
a new semester. For some, this
maybe a joyful time and for others
this may be a sad time.

Following our goodbyes, we must
welcome our Holiday Break.

Wildcats, we have AN ENTIRE
MONTH out of school. During this
break you have Christmas and New

Year’s.  You also have time to spend with fam-
ily and friends far and near.

What will your break consist of? I know for
a fact that during the break I will be spending
a lot of time with my family. 

I will catch up with my friends who have
gone off for school and I am hoping to have

started a new job.
But not only is this a break to see

family and friends, it is a break to
help relax and prepare you for the
beginning of a new semester.

FAREWELL AND CONGRATU-
LATIONS WILDCATS!

WELCOME BACK HOLIDAY
BREAK!

SEE YOU SOON SPRING SE-
MESTER!

■ SShhaaqquueellll  TThhoommaass  iiss  aa  ffrreesshhmmaann
ssttuuddeenntt  ffrroomm  HHaattttiieessbbuurrgg..

Looking forward to ‘big break’

Thomas

By RAVEN JONES
The Drawl Staff Writer

This Christmas I plan on going home to
Detroit, Mich. That’s my home town, where I
was raised for 17 years, and the only time I get
to go there is the summer time, if that’s even
possible.

I’m actually not even sure if I’m going. I’m
waiting on my dad to give me the
say so.

If I do, the first thing I’m going to
do is spend the day with my little
sister. Her name is Terrionna, and I
know she missed me. I haven’t seen
her since my graduation.

Afterwards, I plan on going over
to my grandfather’s house and
spending some time with him since
I never have time for him when I’m
up there. That would be pretty-
much fun and I know he will enjoy
that.

I’m praying that this is a very good
Christmas because these last two years I’ve
been in Mississippi haven’t been fun at all for
me. I say that because I feel like it’s not a real
Christmas when there isn’t any snow. It’s not
really that cold here in Mississippi.

It’s so much fun around this time in Detroit
because we have all that snow. Have you ever
watched a Christmas movie when they spend
all day outside in the cold snow, wearing three
pairs of pants, five shirts, two pairs of socks,
gloves, a hat, and a scarf?

Yeah, that’s how it is. To walk in your house
with snow all on your clothes because you

were making snow angels and mak-
ing snow men, it’s the best feeling. I
honestly think everybody should ex-
perience that moment.

I just want to be around my fami-
ly because I miss them. I just hate
having to only talk to them on the
phone and most of all I want to see
my lovely granny; that would be my
gift for Christmas to see her.

They say this is the time for you
to spend with your family and
friends, and that is exactly what I’m

going to do. I’m going to leave on
Dec. 16, and come back on Jan. 6. 

When I come back to Mississippi I plan on
taking time out for myself and enjoying the
next couple of days until school start back.

■ RRaavveenn  JJoonneess  iiss  aa  ffrreesshhmmaann  ssttuuddeenntt  ffrroomm
OOaakk  GGrroovvee..

Jones

My plans for holiday break
include a trip back home 

Campus scenes

Picayune freshman Taylor
Walker, a member of the
yeardisk staff, took these
campus shots in the Great
Hall recently as students
spend some time socializing
between classes. The
Christmas tree signals the
coming start of the holiday
break.       
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“As a transfer student, I felt a lot of anxiety about moving away from home 
when I graduated from community college. I didn’t feel I’d be a fit for 
a big school. When I toured Carey for the first time, I knew I had found the 
place where I wanted to start the next chapter of my life. The
small community feel was a definite attraction, as was the Christian 
environment and the kindness of the people. Another attraction 
was the generous scholarships I received as a transfer student. I’m so 
glad I found Carey.”

DISCOVER
William Carey

University

Kelsey Wells
Community College Graduate

Caring, Christian environment
Student/faculty ratio of 13:1
24 undergraduate majors, 28 minors
Generous scholarships in areas of academics, athletics,
church-related vocations, and missionary dependent
57 extracurricular activities

... and so much more!
www.wmcarey.edu

POPLARVILLE - Students willing to trade
their traditional time off school for a fast
course will now have that opportunity at Pearl
River Community College.

Starting in December for the first time,
PRCC will offer two-week mini-term classes at
both the Poplarville campus and the Forrest
County Center in Hattiesburg.

“Our observation is that students who come
home for the holidays have expressed an inter-
est in getting an accelerated course out of the
way,” said Dr. Martha Lou Smith, vice presi-
dent for General Education and Technology
Services at PRCC. 

“We expect these students to be high
achievers who are looking for a way to finish
their degrees,” she said. “It is a sacrifice for
the students during the holidays but they un-
derstand how important it is to stay on track.”

Mini-term classes will begin Dec. 10 and
end Dec. 21 with finals being Saturday, Dec.
22.

They will meet five days a week, four and
one-half hours a day. These are not online
classes.

■ Forrest County Center classes that will
meet from 8 a.m. till 12:30 p.m. include
English Composition I and II, World
Literature I, General Psychology, Cultural
Anthropology and Public Speaking I.

■ Poplarville classes that will meet from 8
a.m. till 12:30 p.m. include Music
Appreciation (non-music majors), General
Psychology and Public Speaking I. World

Literature I will meet from noon to 4:30 p.m.
Two Child Development Technology classes
will also meet during this time. 

Those students are encouraged to contact
Judy Shaw (jshaw@prcc.edu) or Sonya
Tapper (sjordan@prcc.edu) for further infor-
mation.

Dr. Smith believes mini-term classes offer
some students an academic advantage. “The
student does not have a lot of time to forget
the material that was presented the day be-
fore,” she said. “It tends to give them immer-
sion in whatever discipline it is.”

She said it takes a commitment from stu-
dents. “Missing a day would be like missing
two weeks of classes,” said Dr. Smith. “These
will be intense classes.”

She expects these mini-term classes to be at-
tractive to four-year college students home for
the holidays. “Some of them may have found it
hard to get a class at a bigger school,” said Dr.
Smith. “This way they can come home and
take a class.”

PRCC students can apply the mini-term
courses to their spring financial aid.
Otherwise, the cost is $115 per credit hour
plus any applicable fees.

If you are currently a PRCC student, enroll
in the classes by logging into RiverGuide and
registering. If you are not a current PRCC stu-
dent, go to the PRCC website and select
“Future Students.” 

From there, select the appropriate link to
enroll as a student at PRCC.  

First time, PRCC offering
holiday mini-term classes 

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community
College President William Lewis calls it a “pro-
gressive step for our students.”

Ben Scaggs, Gulf of Mexico Program director
at Stennis Space Center, says “this relationship
with Pearl River Community College is just one
step in helping us raise awareness of environ-
mental issues with the Gulf of Mexico. The
journey begins here.”

Lewis and Scaggs signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) Nov. 26 to increase co-
operation between PRCC and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s Gulf of
Mexico Program in areas of mutual interest.

The PRCC Honors Institute and the Gulf of
Mexico Program will collaborate to further the
missions of both entities. The collaboration will
include internships, co-ops and research oppor-
tunities for Honors Institute students, lectures
by Gulf of Mexico Program staff and communi-
ty outreach.

The Honors Institute will provide students
an enriched and challenging curriculum de-
signed to foster individual scholarship and re-
search, according to Dr. Stephen Black, direc-
tor of the Honors Institute.

“The partnership will offer tremendous op-
portunities for our students and the program,”
said Black. “The partnership allows for student
participation in service learning that benefits
the community.

“The Honors Institute will sponsor lectures
on ecology and environmental preservation on
our campus. This agreement will help make our
students environmentally sensitive to the needs
of our community. Another benefit is in provid-
ing internship possibilities that will benefit our
students both intellectually and economically.”

PRCC sophomore Sofia Tent of Carriere
worked as a summer intern in the Gulf of
Mexico Program office for 10 weeks and re-
ceived the Student Diversity Intern Program
Excellence Award for the EPA’s southern re-
gion.

“It was a really great experience,” said Tent.
“You learn how to work in a professional field.
Not everybody my age gets a chance to do that
before they enter the workforce. You learn a lot
of skills. When you do this internship, you at-
tend a bunch of seminars, help organize confer-
ences, and help work on projects like the Gulf
Restoration Project.

“I would recommend an internship for any-
body. You learn a wide variety of skills; not de-
fined to any one thing. You work in such a small
office, so everybody helps with everything.”

By partnering with the Honors Institute, the
Gulf Program seeks to raise awareness on is-
sues impacting the Gulf of Mexico and the citi-
zens who rely either directly or indirectly on
this critical resource.

“Some of these students might find their way
into the EPA field,” said Scaggs, “but regard-
less, the program will give them an awareness
of the environmentalism as it relates to the Gulf
of Mexico.

Dr. Lewis said the gulf impacts the
Mississippi economy and a way of life. He said
this partnership creates a new opportunity for
learning in PRCC’s education programs.       

“The opportunity for our students to partici-
pate in this co-op program with Stennis Space
Center is remarkable,” said Dr. Lewis.

“It is an honor and a privilege for us and it is
long-lasting and tremendously meaningful. We
have a big vision for our honors program and
this is one step in that process.”

Pearl River Community College President William Lewis (seated right) and Ben Scaggs
(seated left), Gulf of Mexico Program director at Stennis Space Center, signed a memo-
randum of understanding Nov. 26 to increase cooperation between PRCC and the U.S
Environmental Protection Agency’s Gulf of Mexico Program. The PRCC Honors Institute
and the Gulf of Mexico Program will collaborate to further the missions of both entities.
PRCCHonors Institute students attending the signing included from left: Standing - Sofia
Tent of Carriere, William Walley, Chastity Polk and Shelby Sattler, all of Poplarville, Trevor
Creighton of Carrick Fergus, Northern Ireland, and Kevin Grzenia of Chicago. 

PRCC signs MOU deal 
with Stennis Space Center

Pearl River Community College President
William Lewis (right) and Ben Scaggs, Gulf
of Mexico Program director at Stennis
Space Center, signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding Nov. 26 to increase cooperation
between PRCC and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s Gulf of Mexico Program
in areas of mutual interest.

Calendar of events
■ TTuueessddaayy,,  DDeecc..  44 - Friday, Dec.7 - Finals
■ TThhuurrssddaayy,,  DDeecc..  66  - Associate degree nurs-

ing pinning ceremony, 7 p.m., Bender cafeteria
■ FFrriiddaayy,,  DDeecc..  77 - Dorms close at 5 p.m.
■ MMoonnddaayy,,  DDeecc..  1100 - Pinning ceremonies for

Forrest County practical nursing, surgical tech-
nology programs, 11 a.m., Woodall Advanced
Technology Center

■ MMoonnddaayy,,  DDeecc..  1100  --  FFrriiddaayy,,  DDeecc..  2211 - Winter

term short courses
■ TTuueessddaayy,,  DDeecc..  1111 - Extra Table Christmas

Concert, 7 p.m., Saenger Theater, Hattiesburg;
$20 admission, $10 for children; PRCC Singers
and five other choirs to perform

■ FFrriiddaayy,,  DDeecc..  1144 - Last work day for staff 
■ SSaattuurrddaayy,,  DDeecc..  2222 - Short course finals
■ TThhuurrssddaayy,,  JJaann..  33  - Staff return
■ FFrriiddaayy,,  JJaann..  44 - Faculty return



HATTIESBURG - Students, faculty
and staff at Pearl River Community
College’s Forrest County Center cele-
brated Halloween with Fall Fest Oct. 31,
and the center’s traditional food drive for
the Salvation Army.

The center donated 6,339 items of
non-perishable food, with the medical ra-
diologic technology program winning
first place for collecting 3,897 items.

“We thank you so much for this oppor-
tunity,” said Katie Tate, director of de-
velopment, in accepting the donation for
the Salvation Army.

The 2011 food drive netted 2,880
items, said Dr. Joe Wesley, who coordi-
nates the annual drive.

“I was afraid this year would be small-
er, but it’s much larger,” he said. 

Placing second was the medical labo-
ratory technology program and third,
business and office systems technology.

Fall Fest also included a Walk A Mile
in Her Shoes rally to raise awareness
about domestic violence. Male students
and faculty walked a few yards and
danced in high heels as part of the event,
which raised about $400 for the Shafer
Crisis Center.

Other Forrest County Center fund-

raising events this semester have result-
ed in $750 for the American Heart
Association and approximately $4,500
for Alzheimer’s research. The PRCC
team placed second in both the most
walkers and the most money raised dur-
ing the annual Walk to End Alzheimer’s
on Oct. 6.

Other Fall Fest events included:
■ Costume contest won by Tran Diep

of Biloxi, best overall; Nicky Romero of
Carriere, scariest; and Mikka Knowles of
Saucier, cutest.

■ Program t-shirt design - Practical
nursing, first; dental hygiene, second;
respiratory care, third.

■ Door decoration - Certified nursing
assistant program, first; math for ele-
mentary teachers class, second; respira-
tory care, third. The math faculty was
recognized for the most creative door.

■ Sigma Kappa Delta vocabulary con-
test - Math instructor Doug Donohue,
first; Chase William of Hattiesburg, sec-
ond; and Melissa Stewart of Hattiesburg,
third.

A number of programs and organiza-
tions sold baked goods or raffle tickets to
raise money, including the History and
Humanities Club. 

The group sold water balloons for $1
each and used a trebuchet or catapult
built by Alex Chambliss of Brooklyn to
water bomb math instructors.
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Faculty profile

NNAAMMEE: Hope Baldwin

FFAAMMIILLYY: Daughter of Bufus and
Mary Drummonds of Bassfield.
Married to James Baldwin for 4
years. I have four children, Khaalis
Baldwin,13; Alizay Keys,12;
Nicholas Keys, 7; and Abigail
Baldwin, 1.

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Hattiesburg

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL  BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD::
Bassfield High School, May 2002;
Bachelor of Science, Office
Administration, University of Southern Mississippi,
December 2008; Master of Science, Instructional
Technology & Design, USM, May 2012; MDE Teaching
License, University of Mississippi, May 2010.

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  AATT  PPRRCCCC: Computer Instructor

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE:: 1 year

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  BBOOOOKK: The Bible

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  FFOOOODD: Chicken

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMOOVVIIEE: American Gangster 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMUUSSIICC: Gospel

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  VVAACCAATTIIOONN  TTRRIIPP: Pensacola, Fla.

WWHHAATT  TTHHRREEEE  WWEEBBSSIITTEESS  DDOO  YYOOUU  VVIISSIITT  EEVVEERRYY--
DDAAYY??  PRCC, Facebook & Amazon

WWHHAATT  DDOONN’’TT  WWEE  KKNNOOWW  AABBOOUUTT  YYOOUU  TTHHAATT
WWOOUULLDD  SSUURRPPRRIISSEE  UUSS??  I love shopping and cooking !!!

WWOORRDDSS  OOFF  WWIISSDDOOMM:: “Life isn’t about waiting for the
storm to pass; it’s about learning to dance in the rain.” -
Vivian Greene  

Baldwin

Faculty at Pearl River Community College’s Forrest County Center danced to Bruno Mars’ Lazy Song on Oct. 31 during
the annual Fall Fest. Below left, students and employees of the Forrest County Center help load the non-perishable food
donated to the Salvation Army as part of Fall Fest. Below right, instructor Christina Oltavaro and Dr. Cecil Burt, vice
president for Forrest County operations, wearing heels in support of domestic abuse awareness, dance during the rally
to raise awareness about domestic abuse.

Fall Fest at FCC
PRCC donates food, celebrates Halloween

Winners of the Fall Fest costume
contest at the Forrest County Center
were, from left, Nicky Romero of
Carriere, scariest; Tran Diep of Biloxi,
best overall; and Mikka Knowles of
Saucier, cutest.
PRCC Public Relations photos

Members of the Beta Tau Gamma chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa at the Forrest County Center met Thursday, Nov.
29, with Dr. Eric Clark, executive director of the Mississippi
Community College Board. Pictured are, seated from left,
Carol Byrd-Brown of Biloxi, Bridget Lee and Jameka
Calcote, both of Hattiesburg; Hope Lucas of Sumrall;

standing, PRCC President William Lewis,
Melissa Fahrenbruch of Hattiesburg, Will Smith of Oak
Grove, Dr. Clark, Dr. Ryan Ruckel, PTK adviser; Tiffany
Gragg of Hattiesburg, Andy Sims of Petal, Janie Williams
of PUrvis, PTK adviser Doug Donohue; Carolyn Lucas of
Petal and Dr. Cecil Burt, Forrest County vice president.

Dr. Eric Clark, executive di-
rector of the Mississippi
Community College Board,
talked politics and tuition
funding Thursday, Nov. 29,
with members of the Beta Tau
Gamma chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa.

Clark met with 10 students
at the Woodall Advanced
Technology Center, explaining
he left politics in 2008 after 28
years in elected office because
he was unhappy with the par-
tisan tone.

The “meanness” has only in-
creased since then, he said.

“The truth seems to me to
be increasingly hard to find,
especially if you’re in politics,”
Clark said.

He predicted posturing by
members of Congress will
make it difficult to find a solu-
tion to the nation’s fiscal crisis.
People who want to find a deal
or solution generally do while
those who don’t seldom com-
promise, he said.

“The best solution is usually
between the 30-yard lines,”
Clark said. “It’s not at extreme
ends of the field.”

Candidates frequently take
extremist positions to win
party primaries in
Congressional districts that
have been gerrymandered to
be heavily Republican or
Democratic, he said.

“That works against middle-
of-the-road solutions,” Clark
said. “It costs an obscene
amount of money to run for of-
fice now. Members of
Congress are financed by peo-
ple who expect you to do
something.”

Clark encouraged the PTK
members to be engaged in
what’s happening in their com-
munities, state and country
and to advocate for what they
believe in, especially higher
education. 

He explained the tuition
guarantee program in use at
several of the community col-
leges in the northeastern part
of Mississippi - when a student
has used all of his or her avail-
able funding from scholarships
and grants, the local communi-
ty bridges the tuition gap.

“It is a combination of coun-
ty government support and
business support,” he said.
The specifics vary from col-
lege to college.

“I hope it becomes a state-
wide phenomenon in coming
years and spreads throughout
the state,” Clark said. “I see no
reason why it shouldn’t.”

Clark told the students that
he interviewed for the execu-
tive director’s position in the
same conference room when
the state board was meeting at
PRCC on Jan. 17, 2008. He
previously served for 12 years
as the Mississippi Secretary of
State and 16 years in the
Mississippi Legislature. 

He attended Jones County
Junior College and received a
bachelor’s degree from
Millsaps College, a master’s
degree from the University of
Mississippi and a doctorate in
history from Mississippi State
University. Dr. Clark taught
history and government at
Jones County Junior College,
Mississippi College and
Belhaven University. 

Politics, tuition:
Clark’s subjects
to PTK students 

By Dr. TERRI SMITH RUCKEL
Special for The Drawl

Being a member of PRCC’s Honors
Institute requires a demonstration of the
kind of academic prowess to which all
good students should aspire.

This is certainly true at the Forrest
County Center where current members
have been studying Dr. Randy Pausch’s
The Last Lecture as a part of the colloqui-
um curriculum taught this semester by
Dr. Ryan Ruckel, PRCC Honors Institute
faculty member.

The study strives to answer the ques-
tions: What wisdom would we impart to
the world if we knew it was our last
chance? 

If we had to vanish tomorrow, what

would we want as our legacy? Freshman
honor student, Trevor Creighton prefers
to leave behind “a couple of good stories
that also made me rich and famous!” 

Erin Rauenhorst, who plans to com-
plete her doctoral studies in psychology,
hopes to “establish a self-sustaining ranch
that offers drug rehabilitation services.” 

As for Sean Stasny, who is bound for
Ole Miss next fall, his plans for the future
don’t go far beyond attending Ole Miss
sporting events. His advice is to “take it
one day at a time!”

Pausch, a computer science professor
at Carnegie Mellon, gave his last lecture
not long after being diagnosed with ter-
minal cancer. His lecture became such a
phenomenon that it was published in
book format which continues to share

life’s lessons long after the author’s pass-
ing.

PRCC Honors Institute students learn-
ing from those lessons while attending
this fall’s honors colloquium include the
following sophomores: Kevin Grzenia,
originally from Chicago, Ill., Karina
Hernandez of San Diego , Kane
Quesinberry of Hattiesburg, Erin
Rauenhorst of  Sumrall, Jessica Rousse of
Cut Off, La., Sean Stasny of Poplarville
and Raechel Stringer of  Purvis.

Freshmen honors students include
Trevor Creighton of Carrick Fergus,
Northern Ireland, United Kingdom;
Kaitlyn Doherty of Brooklyn, Sarah
Krock of Hattiesburg and Breeana Payton
of Decatur, Ga. 

Honors Institute - FCC: Gleanings from the last lecture

Dr. Eric Clark, executive director of the Mississippi
Community College Board, talks to members of the Forrest
County Center Phi Theta Kappa chapter at the Woodall
Advanced Technology Center. Clark interviewed with the
state board in January 2008 for the director’s job in the
Woodall conference room.
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By LEE BELL
Director of Woodall Center

Are you career ready? Students go to school
with the specific purpose of one day beginning
a career of their own.

Is a degree all that you will need to accom-
plish that? Today we see that people benefit
from additional credentials above and beyond
their degree. 

In a tight job economy, these additional cre-
dentials can help you stand out in the inter-
view process.

We offer a credential at the Woodall Center
that is designed for anyone. It is called the
Career Readiness Certificate (CRC).

The CRC assessment is a product of ACT,
the test that most students take to enter col-
lege. These assessments are from their work-
place division, called WorkKeys.

Unlike the ACT, which measures
how ready a person is to enter col-
lege, the WorkKeys assessments
measure how ready a person is to
enter the workplace.

Each assessment measures a spe-
cific skill set. The CRC is made up
of three specific skills; Applied
Math, Locating Information and
Reading for Information. 

The Applied Math assessment
measures your skill in applying
math reasoning to work-related
problems. The Locating
Information assessment measures
your skill in using information from such ma-
terials as diagrams, floor plans, tables, forms,
graphs and charts.

The Reading for Information Assessment
measures how well you comprehend work  re-
lated reading materials from memos and bul-
letins to policy manuals and governmental
regulations.

We administer the assessment by computer
so the results are available before you leave. If
you score a minimum of 3 in all areas you will
receive a Bronze Certificate. 

An individual achieving this level possesses
the core employability skills for approximately
30 percent of the profiled jobs.

A minimum score of 4 in all areas will earn
you a Silver Certificate. An individual achiev-
ing this level possesses the core employability
skill for approximately 65 percent of the pro-
filed jobs.

A minimum score of 5 or higher
will earn a Gold Certificate. An in-
dividual achieving this level pos-
sesses core employability skills for
approximately 90 percent of the
profiled jobs.

More than 1 million certificates
have been issued across 40 states.
We have employers in our area that
currently require a CRC before they
will hire you.

Whether or not the employer you
are looking at requires the CRC, it

can be an additional credential to
help you get that job.

Currently, there isn’t a charge for the assess-
ment. The cost is paid through workforce
funding. We allow four hours for the test, but
most people finish before then.

If you are looking to be career ready then
give us a call, because CRC is just one of the
many things going on at the Woodall Center.

CRC assessment program
offered at Woodall Center

The Woodall Center
The Woodall Center is part of the FCC campus
and is located on Sullivan Drive in the
Hattiesburg Industrial Park. To get more informa-
tion about the CRC credential, please contact
Audrey Smith at (601) 554-4646.

Lee Bell

The Air Force ROTC color guard from the University of Southern Mississippi posts the
colors to open the Forrest County Center’s Veterans Day program on Nov. 8.
PRCC Public Relations photos

Veterans Day speaker vows 
to remember those who served

Professor and author Dr. Andrew Wiest of
Hattiesburg considers it his duty to make the
Vietnam war history for today’s and tomor-
row’s students.

Wiest, Distinguished Professor of History at
the University of Southern Mississippi, spoke
about the “Legacy of Vietnam” during the
Pearl River Community College Veterans Day
program on Nov. 8 at the Forrest County
Center.

The author of  “The Boys of ‘67: Charlie
Company’s War in Vietnam,” Wiest studied
World War I when he earned his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from USM but that topic
wasn’t his first choice.

“When I went to college, people didn’t teach
about Vietnam,” he said.

As a student, Wiest traveled to the battle-
fields of Europe as part of study-abroad pro-
grams. He developed a life-long devotion to
the memory of veterans when he and his class-
mates were the only people visiting an
American cemetery in France.

“That was a very formative experience in
my life,” he said. “It’s pretty emotional for stu-
dents to stand in those places. It can be over-
whelming. I made it my business that day to
make sure our veterans are not forgotten.

“If each of us does our part to cherish the
memories of our veterans, maybe the next
time I go to a cemetery I won’t be the only one
there.”

Wiest went on to receive his doctorate from
the University of Illinois in 1990 and returned
to Hattiesburg. He founded the Center for the
Study of War and Society at USM in 1992 and
continues to serve as its director as well as
leading students and veterans on study-abroad
trips to both Europe and Vietnam.

“We take veterans with us, usually two or
three,” he said. “Their job is to pick out a
place they want to see again and we go with
them. It’s usually a battlefield and they usually
want to say good-bye to a buddy who didn’t
make it home. It’s a very emotional thing.

“Vietnam is not history yet. It’s my job to
make it history. Vietnam vets got too bad a rap
about what happened there and after.”

The typical veteran spent a year in Vietnam
before being dropped back into a society that
was becoming increasingly vocal against the
war, he said.

“That was a brutal war,” Wiest said. “That

one year of war is critical to their lives. It de-
fines who they are. Veterans rarely talk about
themselves. It’s always about the bravery of
others.”

Wiest encouraged the audience to talk to
family and friends who are veterans and to
preserve their stories.

The Forrest County Center’s annual
Veterans Day observance was dedicated to
Army 1st Lieutenant Donald Glenn O’Quinn,
a PRCC graduate who died in a military heli-
copter crash in 1988 at Fort Hood, Texas. 

The program included a devotion written by
Dr. Benny Hornsby, PRCC social sciences in-
structor, who retired from the U.S. Navy as a
captain. Much of his 36-year career in the
Navy was as a chaplain.

Those attending the program were given
the opportunity to speak about the veterans in
their lives.

Student Courtney McKean of Hattiesburg
spoke of the anger felt as a child when her fa-
ther, John McKean, was away from home in
the Army. He will soon be deployed to
Afghanistan, she said.

“Anything like this, I always get real emo-
tional,” she said. “I can’t imagine what the
families go through who lose a soldier. That’s
my biggest fear - that my daddy won’t come
back.”

Dr. Andrew Wiest delivers the keynote
speech during the Forrest County Center
Veterans Day program.

Veterans and family members of veterans are recognized on Nov. 8 during the Forrest
County Center’s Veterans Day program. At right is Donna O’Quinn, PRCC assistant di-
rector of financial aid. The Veterans Day program was dedicated to her twin brother,
Donald Glenn O’Quinn, a PRCC graduate who died in an Army helicopter crash in 1988.

Spirit of the River band participates in Veterans Day 

The Spirit of the River marches along Hardy Street on
Nov. 12, in the Hattiesburg Veterans Day Parade. Above,
director Dr. Kyle Hill, left, pushes Abbie McMahon of Oak
Grove, who was unable to march with the color guard due
to a broken foot. PRCC Public Relations photos.

Political forum

Some local politicians visited with PRCC students at the Forrest County Center on Nov. 6
to talk about some of the issues of the day. Local high school students joined PRCC
Honors Institute students for the session. Above, State Sen. John Polk addresses stu-
dents and below, Forrest County Supervisor David Hogan answers some questions.  

Above, Dr. Ben Burnett, Lamar Couty School superintendent, chats with students.
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Students attend Job Fair

Many of the students who attend Pearl River Community College’s Forrest County
Center, pictured above and below, visited the annual Job Fair in the multi-purpose room
on Nov. 5. According to Dr. Joe Wesley, counselor at the center, many students took the
opportunity to apply for jobs and find out about employment opportunities. Business and
industry participants included The College Network, Home Instead Senior Care, the
University of Southern Mississippi, American Air Specialists, Southeast Mississippi Rural
Health Initiative, St. Dominic Hospital in Jackson, Avon, Memorial Hospital in Gulfport, the
Mississippi Highway Patrol, Hattiesburg Clinic, Mississippi Department of Employment
Security, Forrest General Hospital, Mississippi Department of Education, Techtron Marine
and Land Systems, the U.S. Army, the WIN Job Center, Scentsy, Ochsner Health
Systems, Wesley Medical Center, Ellisville State School and St. Tammany Hospital.

By TERRI WARD
GED Success Counselor

Every semester while students are attending
GED classes, they have the opportunity to learn
more and even shadow numerous career techni-
cal programs.

Barbering and cosmetology are two technical
programs our students seem to have a high in-
terest in. While touring the Poplarville campus,
during our annual GED College Day, students
had the chance to learn about barbering and
cosmetology as well as receive a haircut.

This provided adult learners the opportunity
to interact with current barbering and cosmetol-
ogy students and hear their personal success
stories. Several of the barbering students are
GED recipients. 

Pearl River Community College offers free
GED/Adult Education classes in Jeff Davis,
Marion, Lamar, Forrest, Pearl River, and
Hancock counties for anyone 17 years of age or
older who is not currently enrolled in school.

Day and night classes are available in most
areas. 

The Forrest County Center now offers an
Adult Reading class two nights a week. 

New Student Registration for the 2013
Spring Registration begins Monday, Jan. 7,
2013. 

For more information, call the Office of Adult
Education at (601) 554-5551.

22001133  SSpprriinngg  nneeww  ssttuuddeenntt  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn
■ Hattiesburg: Monday, Jan. 7, 8:30 a.m.-3

p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 8, 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 11, 8:30 a.m.
Location: Forrest County Center
■ Columbia: Tuesday, Jan. 8, 8-11 a.m. or 4-7

p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 9, 8 a.m. 
Location: Marion County Vo-Tech Center on

Highway 13 South
■ Poplarville: Monday, Jan. 7, 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 8, 8-11 a.m. or 4-7 p.m.
Location: Jeff Davis Hall, 2nd Floor, PRCC

Poplarville Campus 
■ Petal: Monday, Jan. 7, 4:30 p.m.
Location: Center for Families/Children on

Central Avenue
■ Prentiss: Monday, Jan. 7, 3-6 p.m.
Location: Senior Citizen Center (across from

Prentiss Library)
■ Picayune: Monday, Jan. 7, 8-11 a.m.
Location: Christian Life Assembly of God,

Highway 43 North 
■ Hancock County: Monday, Jan. 7, 8 a.m.-

5:30 p.m.
Location: PRCC-Hancock County Center 

GED students explore career
technical programs at PRCC

Above photo, Pearl River
Community College GED
students Zakari Barnes
(seated left) and Robert
Helmers III get haircuts
from PRCC barbering stu-
dents Ruben Stephens (left)
and Jennifer Lovell, both of
Picayune. 
Right photo, Colasn Miller
(seated) is trimmed by
PRCC student Matthew
Perkins of Hattiesburg.  
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Faculty profile

NNAAMMEE: Chris Christen  

FFAAMMIILLYY: Married to Kimberly
Christen 7 years; one son, Todd, 5;
one daughter, Jillian, 2. 

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE:  Petal

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL  BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD::
Graduated  Jesuit High School in
New Orleans 1995; graduated
University of Southern Mississippi
2002, B.S. in Biology and graduat-
ed from University of Southern
Mississippi 2008, M.S. in
Educational Biology. 

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  AATT  PPRRCCCC: Instructor of Biology

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE:: 10 years

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  BBOOOOKK: Shoeless Joe by W.P. Kinsella

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  FFOOOODD: My mom’s, she’s Italian and from New
Orleans. 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMOOVVIIEE: Anything with Will Ferrell

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMUUSSIICC:: 311, Linkin Park, Mumford & Sons,
Mat Kearney, Kings of Leon, Big Head Todd and the
Monsters

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  VVAACCAATTIIOONN  TTRRIIPP: Rome, Italy 

WWHHAATT  TTHHRREEEE  WWEEBBSSIITTEESS  DDOO  YYOOUU  VVIISSIITT  EEVVEERRYY--
DDAAYY??    PRCC, Facebook, yahoo

WWHHAATT  DDOONN’’TT  WWEE  KKNNOOWW  AABBOOUUTT  YYOOUU  TTHHAATT
WWOOUULLDD  SSUURRPPRRIISSEE  UUSS?? In 1987 I was in a made-for-TV
movie called Christmas Comes to Willow Creek.  I’m at the
end throwing snowballs. 

WWOORRDDSS  OOFF  WWIISSDDOOMM:: Anything that Uncle Si says on
the TV show Duck Dynasty.  

Christen

Faculty profile

NNAAMMEE: Maghan James

FFAAMMIILLYY: 1 son,  English bulldog
named Tyson

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Hattiesburg

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL  BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD::
Oak Grove High School,  2003;
PRCC, 2005; William Carey
Univsity, B.S., 2007; USM, M.S.,
2008; William Carey University,
Doctoral Degree 2010-Present.

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  AATT  PPRRCCCC:
Coordinator of Residence and
Student Life

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE:: 4 years teaching Human
Performance and Recreation courses, 4 years coaching soft-
ball.

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  BBOOOOKK:: The Great Gatsby

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  FFOOOODD: I can’t live without pizza and choco-
late

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMOOVVIIEE:: Steel Magnolias

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMUUSSIICC: Country

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  VVAACCAATTIIOONN  TTRRIIPPSS: Family vacations to
North Carolina/Tennessee

WWHHAATT  TTHHRREEEE  WWEEBBSSIITTEESS  DDOO  YYOOUURR  VVIISSIITT  EEVVEERRYY--
DDAAYY: Facebook, Pinterest, Email

WWHHAATT  DDOONN’’TT  WWEE  KKNNOOWW  AABBOOUUTT  YYOOUU  TTHHAATT
WWOOUULLDD  SSUURRPPRRIISSEE  UUSS: I am obsessed with the Real
Housewives reality shows!

WWOORRDDSS  OOFF  WWIISSDDOOMM: Integrity is doing the right thing,
even when no one is watching. - C.S. Lewis

James

By TONIA MOODY
ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator

A New Year’s Resolution is a commit-
ment that a person makes to one or more
personal goals, projects, or the reforming
of a habit.

As we begin to wind down from the
hectic pace of this busy fall semester and
final exams are upon us, don’t put off
making your resolution to be
successful in the upcoming
year.

So where do you begin?
You all know the basics;

make sure you have your fi-
nancial aid information com-
plete and account clear so you
can make your class schedule.
The earlier you do your sched-
ule, the better the opportunity
for you to get the classes you
want and need.

Returning students can make
schedules now. New students
could begin making their schedules on
Dec. 3.

Here are some other ways to jump
start your college success in the New

Year:
■ Get involved: Find something you

like doing and dive into it. If you are
drawn to sports, get involved with intra-
mural sport activities. If you are interest-
ed in government affairs, get involved
with student government. You get the
picture.

■ Do the work: Let’s face it, you have
to study. Set time aside in your daily

schedule for studying.
■ Take challenging courses:

Employers want employees
who are versatile and can per-
form under pressure. 

Challenging courses help
you to learn how to think crit-
ically, perform under pres-
sure, and expand your knowl-
edge base.

■ Get help: Having trouble
in class? There are several
programs available to assist

students with tutoring and
peer mentoring.

PRCC has the Student Support
Services program and Student Success
Center that offer assistance with student
success. Take advantage of these pro-

grams!
■ Read: Read at least 30 minutes every

day, beyond study and homework. Read
something that interests you: magazines,
novels, whatever. People who read more
know more and knowing more pays off.

■ Involve your family: Even if your
parents or spouse never attended college,
they can help you stay on the right path.

■ Look for a mentor: Find someone you
look up to and trust, such as a counselor
or instructor who can help you make wise
decisions in your field of study.

■ Don’t ignore personal roadblocks:  If
you have a problem that is interfering
with schoolwork, try to sort it out or seek
out help from a parent, friend, counselor,
instructor, nurse, anyone who can help
you take care of what is interfering with
your school work.

■ Don’t be afraid to ask: The best ad-
vice I can offer is this, if you don’t know,
don’t hesitate to ask.

The PRCC faculty and staff care about
our students and we want you to be suc-
cessful. 

Find someone you feel comfortable
talking to and let them help you be the
best college student you can be.

Moody

Don’t wait until the New Year
to make your own resolution

President Barack Obama
and Vice President Joe Biden
won re-election on Nov. 6 by a
small popular vote margin of
51 percent to 48 percent.

But the incumbents soundly
defeated Republican chal-
lengers Mitt Romney and Paul
Ryan in the electoral college,
332 to 206. The
Democrats easily
gained the 270
electoral college
votes needed for
victory by carrying
the large, heavily-
populated states.

However,
Mississippi cast 56
percent of its votes
for the Romney-
Ryan ticket com-
pared to 44 percent
for Obama-Biden.

All five of Mississippi’s
Congressional delegation on
the 2012 ballot won re-elec-
tion:

■ Sen. Roger Wicker, a
Republican, got 57 percent to

Democrat Albert N. Gore Jr.’s
40 percent.

■ In South Mississippi,
first-term Republican Steven
Palazzo piled up 64 percent of
the vote to defeat Democrat
Matt Moore with 29 percent
to keep the District 4 seat in
the House of Representatives.

■ Rep. Alan
Nunnelee, a
Republican, got 61
percent to
Democrat Brad
Morris’ 37 percent
in House District 1.

■ Democrat
Bennie Thompson
polled 67 percent
to defeat
Republican Bill
Marcy with 31 per-

cent in House
District 2.

■ Republican Greg Harper
was unopposed in House
District 3. 

■ Supreme Court Justice
Mike Randolph won re-elec-
tion to Position 3, District 2 in
the southern part of the state.

Obama

Obama reelected
to White House

By LEIGHTON CHERAMIE
The Drawl Staff Writer

It’s nice to be important but more im-
portant to be nice.

I see people on a daily basis walking
and talking with friends and
classmates going to and from
classes, lunch etc. but I also
see a lot of people walking and
sitting alone on campus.
That’s not good.

We as a student body need
to make everyone here on this
beautiful campus feel impor-
tant and make them feel like
they belong here at PRCC.

I stated in one of my previ-
ous articles that we as upper-
classmen need to make the in-
coming freshmen feel welcomed on cam-

pus. Some of you, it seems, took that to
heart and some of you seemingly missed
the concept.

When you see a person sitting alone in
the lunch room or walking silently along
heading to class, walk up to them and in-

troduce yourself and make him
or her feel important. 

We as individuals never
know what a simple hello, or
how are you could change a
person’s whole day, from bad
to great in just a matter of sec-
onds.

You can never tell what kind
of situation a person’s life is in
just by looking at their car, the
clothes they wear, or the mask

of happiness one may wear.
So the next time you see

someone who looks like they’re in need

of a friend or cheerful conversations,
strive to be the one to make a difference
in the life of an individual.

You may never know what joy you add
to a person’s life just by saying a few
friendly words along the way. Who
knows, you may need encouraging one
day and that one person you stopped and
helped may just turn out to be a long
term friend and help you in your time of
need.

Here’s a quote I’ll leave you all with
from boxing-great Muhammad Ali that
each of us could truly benefit from know-
ing: “Friendship is the hardest thing in
the world to explain. It’s not something
you learn in school. But if you haven’t
learned the meaning of friendship, you
really haven’t learned anything.”

■ LLeeiigghhttoonn  CChheerraammiiee  iiss  aa  ssoopphhoommoorree
ssttuuddeenntt  ffrroomm  CCaarrrriieerree..

Cheramie

Strive to make difference in somebody’s life

Scholarship recipients

Recipients of scholarships from the St. Michaels  Founda-
tion include, from left, Stacie Kolb and Terri Mura, both of
Poplarville; Amanda Kerry of Carriere, Audra Aubert and
Kerrie Davis, both of Poplarville; Grisela Amado-
Summerville of Picayune; second row, donor representa-
tive John Houston, recipients Michael McArthur of

Columbia, Michael Spencer of Carriere, Arthur
Bienvenu of Picayune, Charles Draughn of Hattiesburg,
donor representative Dr. Bob Escudero. The PRCC
Development Foundation hosted the annual Scholarship
Donor Dinner on Nov. 15 for students to meet the gener-
ous donors who made their scholarships possible.

Winning door
The certified nursing as-

sistant program at the
Forrest County Center won
the door decoration contest
as a part of Fall Fest on Oct.
31.

Second place went to
math for elementary teach-
ers class; third place went to
the respiratory care pro-
gram. 
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Changing landscape at PRCC

The landscape on the main boulevard through the Poplarville campus is changing with the construction of White Coliseum and the Ethel Holden Brownstone Center for the Performing Arts. 

The $3.6 million Career Education Center at the Forrest County Center is scheduled to be completed during the spring semester. 

Renovation of the former visual arts building on the
Poplarville campus is nearly complete. The public relations
department will move there in early 2013.

An exterior shot of the Ethel Holden Brownstone Center for
the Performing Arts. 

A close-up view of the stage area in the Ethel Holden
Brownstone Center for the Performing Arts. 

A frontal view of White Coliseum construction.

Above, a view from the balconey to the stage area in the Ethel Holden Brownstone Center for the Performing Arts. 
Below, a view from stage toward the balcony area.
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Mariah LeBlanc of Purvis sings “Silent Night” with the PRCC Singers in the background during the annual Christmas Concert in the Malone Chapel on the Poplarville campus.

Claire Loper of Lumberton, from left, Mariah LeBlanc of Purvis, Rachel Pierce of
Columbia and Mallorie Townsend of Petal perform “Christmas Chopstix.”

Conductor LaDona Tyson directs the PRCC Singers.  Kelsey Whitfield of Carriere performs with the PRCC Singers. 

Frank Henry of Poplarville sings a solo verse from “Do You Hear What I Hear?’
Singers concert photos by Mitch Deaver. 

Mike Bass (above) on trum-
pet and Hope McKellip
Bass (below) on piano per-
form “It Came Upon a
Midnight Clear.”

Members of the PRCC Singers are
Hannah Basile, Chelsea Gascho,
Mallory Cumberland, Ashton
Fitzgerald, Taylor Walker, Brandon
Hutchison and Joel Cagle, all of
Picayune; Hailey Breisacher, Hannah
Bowman, Mollie Hollander, Javetta
Jarvis, Valdericka Raine, Alexandra
Kennedy, Frank Henry, Denairio

Bolton, Tony Allen, Nicholas Aube and
John Fisher, all of  Poplarville; Caitlin
Palmer, Kelcey Whitfield, Raqi Beech,
Elizabeth Smith, Will Parish, Jared
Priest, Robert Wilkins, Leighton
Cheramie and Rhett Ungehagan, all  of
Carriere; Courtney Blair, Rachel
Pierce, Cheyenne Turnage, Michael
Sapen, Skyler Delcuze, Taylor Crosby

and Jay Selman, all of Columbia;
Lillian Clark, Creighton Holder,
Matthew Walters and Allen Grace, all
of Hattiesburg; Danielle Rogers,
Malorie Townsend and Taylor Trigg,
all of Petal; Claire Loper and Brady
Cerniglia, both of Lumberton; Mariah
Leblanc and Clay Hession, both of
Purvis; Justin Taylor and Jonathan

Morris, both of Brooklyn; Katie Beth
Robertson of Sumrall, Jasmine Palmer
of Oak Grove, John Garner of
Foxworth, Lane Stewart of Gulfport,
Johnathan Johnson of Wiggins, Allen
Holifield of Laurel, Ethan Martin of
Pisgah, Israel Castillo of Prentiss, Carl
DeFrance of Vicksburg and Emily
Murray of Bogalusa, La.

Members of the PRCC Singers 
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Automotive mechanics students achieve success
By BENNY HORNSBY

Special to The Drawl

Pearl River’s two-year
Automotive Technology pro-
gram prepares individuals to
engage in the technical servic-
ing and maintenance of all
types of automobiles and light
trucks.

In addition to meeting all
state requirements, the pro-
gram has also received the
highest national certification
possible, from the National
Automotive Technical
Education Foundation.

The current class consists of
36 freshmen and sophomore
students, including two
women. The school is ex-
tremely poplar, with an aver-
age of 10 candidates on the
waiting list for admission in
the past few years.

Sophomore students are eli-
gible to be employed at local
repair shops for paid on the
job training on Wednesdays
and Fridays, and five students
are currently taking advantage
of this opportunity.

Both auto mechanics in-
structors, Austin Barrett and
Brad Barrett, no relation, are
community college Automo-
tive Technology Program
graduates, from PRCC and
Gulf Coast Community
College respectively; have ex-
tensive experience as profes-
sional mechanics, and are cer-
tified as Master Mechanics by
the National Institute for
Automotive Service or ASE.

As an ASE recognized pro-
gram, PRCC automotive grad-
uates are permitted to take the
organization’s proficiency ex-
aminations and, upon success-
ful completion of all eight, can
also be certified as Master
Mechanics as well. Such desig-
nation leads to higher pay and
responsibility at automotive
dealerships and repair shops.

Job placement success for
all students upon graduation is
extremely high, especially for
those who are willing to take
entry level positions in the au-
tomotive repair profession,
work hard, and prove their
competence. The PRCC pro-
gram gives them the back-
ground to accomplish all of
these goals.

My personal motivation for
entering the program in 2001,
shortly after I got out of the

Navy, was to open my own
garage in my hometown of
Lumberton, specializing in
front-end alignment, brake re-
pair, and automotive heating
and air conditioning. 

Fate intervened, and I ended
up teaching history and sociol-
ogy at Pearl River’s Forrest
County Center instead; but
then-lead instructor, Richard
Byrd, father of Jack Byrd,
PRCC’s women’s soccer coach,
saw to it that I was profession-
ally qualified in these three
areas.

Now my automotive skills
are used mainly to keep my
own vehicles running (I have
10; mostly small foreign cars
rescued from the junkyard),
but I am confident that I could
make a good living “turning
wrenches” if necessary.

Sometimes I do help a stu-
dent get a car cranked up in
the parking lot, and we have
discussed running a “Powder
Puff” course covering automo-
tive basics for women stu-
dents.

Currently, a typical school
day consists of classroom
work in the morning, dealing
with such subjects as Engine
Performance, Electronic
Systems, Automatic Trans-
mission Repair, and Front End
Alignment /Brake Repair;
while the afternoons are dedi-
cated to practical, hands-on
work in the shop where the ve-
hicles of students and faculty
members are often repaired at
no cost other than for parts.

Visitors to the shop will usu-
ally notice some special proj-
ect that the students are work-
ing on when it is relevant to
the training schedule.

The current such project is a
1953 Nash Metropolitan con-
vertible, about as big as a bath-
tub, which is being rebuilt as a
completely original car, except
that it will be powered by a
289 V-8 Ford engine.

I found this car in a field in
Seminary and drug it out with
a backhoe. The goal is to have
this project on the road for
Cruising the Coast in 2014.
Look for me driving it through
downtown Ocean Springs, and
wear sound protection. 

Anyone interested in the
Automotive Technology pro-
gram should contact Mr.
Austin or Mr. Brad Barrett at
601-403-1163.

The automotive technology classes are, kneeling left to
right, Jeremy Smith of Neely, Kaleb Bailey of Picayune,
Allen Mitchell of Necaise, Joshua Bozeman of Carriere,
Devin Vado of Picayune, Doil Pullens of Picayune,
Jimanez Alonso of Hattiesburg, Jonathan Banks of
Picayune; second row, Nicholas Landry of Carriere, Kagan
Keith of Purvis, Hugh Guillot of Carriere, Joelle Anderson
of Sumrall, Maurice Smith of Carriere, Chris Milhas of

Wiggins, Christopher Koenenn of Kiln and Christian Carter
of Columbia; third row, Christine Marange of Carriere,
Jeremiah Kopzsywa of Poplarville, Timothy Webb of
Brooklyn John Kent of Brooklyn, Jason Tingle of Poplar-
ville, Joshua Williamson of Perkinston, Rusty Moore of
Purvis, Kevin Vogt of Picayune, Hunter Meeks of Purvis;
fourth row, Ramsey Whittington of Hurley and Corey
Eaton of Purvis.

Instructor Austin Barrett and program director Dan Barrett.

Left, Timothy Webb of Brooklyn, Ramsey Whittington of
Hurley and Christopher Koenenn of Kiln check the parts of
the front end of a pickup truck. Above, Maurice Smith of
Carriere, left, checks the directions for wiring an instrument
cluster while Jeremy Smith of Neely and Jimanez Alonso of
Hattiesburg watch.

Above, program director Dan Barrett, right, instructs Allen Mitchell of Necaise, left, and Joshua Bozeman of Carriere
about axle bearing replacement. The 1953 Nash Metropolitan owned by Dr. Benny Hornsby.

PRCC tailors block format 
to students’ work schedules

POPLARVILLE - Working while going
to college can be difficult and stressful
but Pearl River Community College’s in-
strumentation technology program pro-
vides an easy way to move into a good-
paying job.

The program operates on a block
schedule of two-week classes, giving stu-
dents the option of working during the
off weeks.

“Without the block format, most of us
couldn’t afford to go to school,” said
Conner Johnson of the Carnes communi-
ty. “I had some friends who told me
about it.”

Johnson and two classmates who will
complete associate’s degrees in
December work for the Naval
Oceanographic Office (NAVO) at Stennis
Space Center.

“We’re starting a career with this pro-
gram,” said Warren Buehler of Bay St.
Louis. “I saw where some guys I work
with came through this program, so I
went to school.”

The three make about $20,000 a year
right now but when they become full-
time employees they’ll make up to
$45,000 annually, with overtime and
travel pay for five- to six-month hitches
on Navy research vessels.

“We’ll get to see the world, too,” said
Duffy Smith of Poplarville. “There are
great job opportunities available in this
field.”

Thirteen of the 16 students currently
enrolled in the instrumentation technolo-

gy program work and five are doing su-
pervised work experience, similar to an
intership, said instructor Ellie Ratliff.

In addition to NAVO, students work at
Griner Drilling and Southern
Mesasurement Communications, both in
Columbia, and offshore.

“The block format allows non-tradi-
tional students the opportunity to learn
along with networking and industry ex-
perience opportunities,” Ratliff said.

Until a few weeks ago, Tanya Stevens
of Foxworth worked as an offshore galley
hand while going to school.

“My rotation was 14-and-14 so that al-
lowed me to make up anything I missed
during my hitch,” she said. 

Stevens had been taking basic courses
on-line while working offshore and was
considering quitting work to go to school
full-time.

“I coudn’t have done a regular schedule
and paid the bills,” she said. “I was
scared.”

Ratliff convinced her the block sched-
ule would work and it did. 

When Stevens married a few weeks
ago, her financial pressures eased and
she quit working to finish her degree in a
field she’s excited about entering.

“There are lots of options,” she said. “I
could take it offshore or find a job close
to the house.”

PRCC’s electronics program also uses
the block scheduling format.

For information about either, call 601
403-1101.

Above, Tanya Stevens of
Foxworth works on a control
switch in the Pearl River
Community College
instrumentation technology
program.
Right, Conner Johnson of
Carnes, from left, Duffy Smith
of Poplarville and Warren
Buehler of Bay St. Louis work
for NAVO at Stennis Space
Center while earning degrees
in instrumentation technology.
PRCC Public Relations photos
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As a community college transfer, your move to The University 

of Mississippi will be one of the most important in your 

life—and also one of the smoothest. Here are just a few of 

the reasons why transferring to Ole Miss is the right move:

 plug

right into our bachelor’s degree programs

classes at Ole Miss have 20-30

students and are probably smaller than some of the classes you are

Financial Aid Office works hard to help you receive the 

combination of grants, scholarships, loans and employment you 

Phi Theta Kappa scholarship is worth $6,000 ($3,000 per 

48 transferable community college credit hours and membership 

in Phi Theta Kappa are encouraged to apply for this scholarship.

for more details.

Ole Miss!@
YOU’LL FIT

RIGHT IN

Graduates of the Leadership Coaching program at Pearl River Community
College are, first row from left, Lori Anderson, Karen Bond, Evelyn Wallace,
Georgia Field, Jamie Dickson, Jennifer Rester Savoie, Angelia Ryals; sec-
ond row, Randy Johnson, Hope Husband, Cindy Boutwell, Rebekah Jack-
son, Trevor Hunt, Deanna Holifield, Melinda Miller, Dorothy Reynolds; third

row, Laura Berry, Cheri Alder, Melissa Bryant, Kimberly Ellis, Doug Donohue,
Emily Carlisle, Frankie Lee; fourth row, Jason Bordelon, Rance Bedwell,
Terri Ward, Greg Underson, Dr. Justin Williamson, Michele Wilson, Jason
Ramshur, Ellie Ratliff and Tracy Smith. Not pictured are Valerie Horne, Dr.
Arlene Jones, Dr. Amanda Parker, Dr. Aaryn Purvis and Bobby Thrash.

Dr. Eric Clark, executive director of the Mississippi Community College Board, congrat-
ulates Forrest County Center practical nursing instructor Melissa Bryant on completing
the Leadership Coaching program. Behind them, instructor Lee Reid and Dr. William
Lewis, PRCC president, present completion certificates to other graduates.

Dr. Clark tells group: Teaching life skills important
Leadership class graduation

Thirty-eight members of the
Pearl River Community
College faculty and staff gradu-
ated from the second
Leadership Coaching class on
Thursday, Nov. 29, at the
Lowery A. Woodall Advanced
Technology Center.

Taught by Lee Reid,
Workforce Education trainer
at the Woodall center, the class
met for two hours every other
week for nine months.

“Higher education is chang-
ing faster than we can get our
arms around,” said Dr.
William Lewis, PRCC presi-
dent. “So many things like
technology are driving so
many changes that we all have
to be on our toes. We can’t be
tomorrow what we are today.

“You are the leaders who
will take us to tomorrow.”

Guest speaker was Dr. Eric
Clark, executive director of
the Mississippi Community
College Board.

“What we do in community
colleges is critically impor-
tant,” Clark said. “About a
quarter million Mississippians
come to a community college
every year to make their lives
better. I think one of the great
challenges is ... people don’t
know how to act anymore.” 

Teaching life skills has be-
come as important as job
skills, he said. Clark advised
the graduates to adhere to his
own rules of management: Be
nice and tell the truth.

“As you assume positions of
leadership, there is nothing
more important than integri-
ty,” he said. 

When they reach positions
in which they hire others, they
should look for the most intel-
ligent employees they can find,
he said.

“You want to surround your-
self with the very best people
you can find,” Clark said.
“Successful leaders are not
threatened by having smart,
capable people around them. If
you work with smart, capable
people and trust them to do
their job, you don’t have to mi-
cromanage them.”

The graduates are Cheri
Alder, Forrest County Center
history instructor; Lori
Anderson, FCC respiratory
care program director.

Rance Bedwell, senior sys-
tem analyst; Laura Berry,
speech instructor; Karen Bond,
science, math and business
chair; Jason Bordelon, system
analyst; Cindy Boutwell, FCC
practical nursing instructor;
Christie Brady, FCC psycholo-
gy instructor; Melissa Bryant,
FCC practical nursing dual en-
rollment instructor; Emily
Carlisle, biology instructor;
Jamie Dickson, Wellness
Center assistant director; Doug
Donohue, FCC math instruc-
tor; Kimberly Ellis, eLearning
coordinator; Georgia Field,
Student Support Services coun-
selor; Deanna Holifield,
English instructor; Valerie
Horne, financial aid director;
Hope Husband, medical radio-
logic instructor; Rebekah
Jackson, dislocated worker
/ITA coordinator; Randy
Johnson, criminal justice in-
structor; Dr. Arlene C. Jones,

director of nursing education;
Frankie Lee, FCC financial aid
specialist; Melinda Miller, biol-
ogy instructor; Christina
Otalvaro, FCC Spanish instruc-
tor; Dr. Amanda Parker, FCC
biology instructor; Dr. Aaryn
Purvis, FCC Title III learning
specialist; Jason Ramshur, po-
litical science instructor.

Ellie Ratliff, instrumentation
instructor; Dorothy L.
Reynolds, FCC nutrition in-
sructor; Angelia Ryals, FCC
counselor; Jennifer Rester
Savoie, business and econom-
ics instructor; Tracy Smith, li-
braries director; Bobby
Thrash, computer science and
math instructor; Gregory J.
Underwood, FCC English in-
structor; Terri Ward, GED suc-
cess counselor; Dr. Justin
Williamson, English instruc-
tor; and Michele Wilson,
Hancock Center humanities in-
structor.
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Tina Coleman, president of the Association of Educational
Office Professionals at Pearl River Community College,
presents the winning certificate to Melissa Davis of
Poplarville in the AEOP’s smoked turkey raffle.
PRCC Public Relations photo

AEOP raffle winner

By JAMIE DICKSON
Assistant Director

The Wellness Center staff would like to give
a big thank you to all of our members, includ-
ing students, faculty, staff, and community
members for their participation in both the
pre and post assessments and most of all, their
participation in regular exercise.

Your participation was a key component in
our success for receiving a grant from Blue
Cross-Blue Shield of Mississippi and from the
Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation.

With this grant the Wellness Center was
able to upgrade its facility by adding state of
the art exercise equipment and supplies, spin
bikes, and new flooring.

In addition to the interior improvements,
the grant allowed for the construction of a half

mile, outdoor walking track, which is current-
ly being constructed behind the Wellness
Center.

The walking track will be lighted, include
restrooms, and the HPR Department has
added a walking and running class to its cur-
riculum that will utilize the track.

Congratulations to the following faculty and
staff members.  As of Nov. 28, they have
reached their goal of 40 exercise visits for the
semester: Becky Askew, Eric Leatherwood,
Tonia Moody, Kathy Hodge, Sharon
Nightengale, Georgia Field, and Chris Flynn.

Our spring semester will kick off on
Wednesday, Jan. 9. 

Our hours will be from 6 a.m.-7 p.m.
Monday throughThursday and 6 a.m.-4 p.m.
on Fridays.  Come join us.

Happy Holidays!

Thank you, from Wellness Center

RiverRoad showchoir hosted the inaugural
River Run 5K race on Saturday, Dec. 1, to raise
money for a trip to New York City in March.

Nine runners and two walkers participated
in the 5K to Broadway.

Overall winner was Daniel McKellar of
Purvis, who turned in a time of 19 minutes flat
and left to run another race in Hattiesburg.

RiverRoad, made up of 30 students selected
by audition, was chosen as a host choir for the
2013 Show Choir National Championship
Series for high school choirs in New York City.
PRCC students will be assigned to the high
schools and will be with them throughout the
competition.

RiverRoad will do  an exhibition perform-
ance before the awards ceremony. Choral di-
rector LaDona Tyson directs RiverRoad.

Timers for the race were Diva Timing of
Hattiesburg. 

Winners received medals and drawings were
held for four gift cards from Soccer Locker
and City Runners in Hattiesburg.

Sponsors were Rod’s Racer’s of Jackson,
Meridian, Laurel, Seminary, Brookhaven and

Starkville; Man of Steel Fabrication and
Machine Shop, Lighthouse Healthcare, L&W
Industrial Inc. and Ross & Betts PLLC, both
of Pelahatchie; Ross Dental Clinic of Morton,
KDG Inc., Apples Ltd. of Poplarville,
Hattiesburg Cycles, Soccer Locker and City
Runners and Hattiesburg Coca-Cola.

In addition to McKellar, winners were:
■ Tim Irvine of Meridian, first in the 40-49

age category, 19:46 minutes.
■ Eric Weill of Hattiesburg, grand master,

22:16.
■ William Fairchild of Picayune, second in

40-49, 24:58.
■ Rick Green of Hattiesburg, 50-59, 28:30.
■ Carolyn Nelson of Poplarville, overall fe-

male, 31:07.
■ Johnathan Dickinson of Lumberton, 10-

19, 32:17.
■ Taylor Crosby of Columbia, 20-29, 33:01.
■ Josh Leblanc of Purvis, second in 10-19,

38:04.
■ Hope McKellip Bass, overall walker,

49:16.
■ Mike Bass, male walker, 49:18.

McKellar wins PRCC’s first
River Run 5K campus race 

Construction of a half mile, outdoor walking track, is currently underway behind the
Wellness Center. The walking track will be lighted, include restrooms, and the HPR
Department has added a walking and running class to its curriculum that will utilize the
walking track.

Runners leave the starting gate for the beginning of the River Run 5K.  

By RAYMUNDA BARNES
Dean of Hancock Center

The Hancock Center has
been abuzz with community
involvement.

Some of the faculty attended
the Renaissance Club’s Annual
Gala at the Bay St. Louis
Community Center on Nov. 9.
It was definitely an elegant
night to remember.

This event presented many
Hancock County educators as
celebrity waiters, waitresses
and entertainers. The event is
a fundraiser to help many stu-
dents of Hancock County in
various ways.

For the first time ever, Pearl
River Community College’s
Hancock Center participated
in the Annual Holiday Tree
Gala hosted by the Bay St.
Louis-Hancock County

Library.
The theme was “Winter

Wonder Land,” and the
Hancock Center’s tree sported
a “Wildcat Winter Wonder
Land” theme with a mix of ma-
roon, gold and animal print.

The Hancock Center’s tree
is getting city-wide attention
and compliments. The tree,
along with many other trees,
will be on display at the library
until Jan. 3, 2013.

The Hancock Center will be
working with the Hancock
County High School
Leadership Program. 

We will be assisting in pro-
viding transportation to visit
State Sen. David Baria in
Jackson. It is a pleasure to help
the students of Hancock
County.

Spring semester classes
begin Jan. 9.

Holiday Cheer at
the Hancock Center

Winners of the first 5K to Broadway run are, kneeling, Tim Irvine of Meridian; standing
from left, Eric Weill of Hattiesburg, Taylor Crosby of Columbia, Rick Green of Hattiesburg,
Johnathan Dickinson of Lumberton, Carolyn Nelson of of Poplarville, Josh Leblanc of
Purvis, Hope McKellip Bass, Mike Bass and William Fairchild, all of Picayune.

Pearl River Community College’s cart in Turtle Creek Mall in Hattiesburg is all decorated
for the holiday season. The display is decorated by members of the PRCC Bookstore.
Shoppers pick up PRCC materials at the cart, class schedules, editions of The Drawl
newspaper and other brochures and materials.  

Left, Daniel McKellar of Purvis comes through the finish line at 19 minutes to win the
inaugural 5K to Broadway fundraiser for RiverRoad’s spring trip to New York City.
Right, Hope McKellip Bass, PRCC music instructor, strides through the finish line two
seconds ahead of her husband, assistant band director Mike Bass.

Turtle Creek Mall display
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Dr. William Lewis, president of Pearl River Community
College, fifth from left, accepts $5,000 gifts from Coast
Electric Power Association and CoBank on Tuesday, Nov.
6. Pictured are, from left, Ernie Lovell, executive director
of the PRCC Foundation; Doug Mooney, Coast Electric

board member; Robert J. Occhi, president and CEO of
Coast Electric; Doran Dennis, CoBank vice president;
Richard Dossett and Frank McClinton, Coast Electric
board members; and John Holston, comptroller for Coast
Electric. PRCC Public Relations photo

PRCC gets $10,000 from Coast EPA, CoBank
POPLARVILLE - Pearl River

Community College has received a
$10,000 gift from Coast Electric Power
Association and CoBank.

Coast EPA, a long-time supporter of
PRCC, gave the college $5,000 which
was matched by CoBank through its
Sharing Success program.

“I don’t know what to say ... we don’t
often get folks coming in with $10,000,”
said Dr. William Lewis, PRCC president.
“We’ll decide how best to use this gift.”

Robert J. Occhi, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Coast EPA, and Doran
Dennis, a CoBank vice president, pre-

sented the gifts. CoBank, headquartered
near Denver, Colo., provides loans, leas-
es, export financing and other financial
services to agribusinesses and rural
power, water and communications
providers in all 50 states.

“They said they’ll match whatever the
co-operative gives to a charity of its
choice,” Occhi said.

“We feel very close to this institution.”
Coast EPA is one of the founders of the

PRCC utility lineman technology pro-
gram advisory board and employs a num-
ber of graduates of the program.

“It has been a good partnership with

Coast Electric,” Lewis said. “We’ve done
some special things with Coast Electric
and the other electric power companies
who helped develop the utility lineman
program.”

CoBank established a $3 million chari-
table fund, called Sharing Success, to
match contributions by its cooperative
customers to non-profit organizations in
2012.

“It really was a pleasure for us to be
able to partner with folks,” Dennis said.
“Our mission is to serve rural America.
We were excited when Coast decided to
take advantage of the program.”

By CANDACE HARPER
Coordinator of Alumni Services

The Pearl River
Community College
Development Foundation and
Alumni Association have re-
ceived many gifts of kindness
that will keep on giving even
past this holiday season.

Our local alumni chapters
continue to grow their schol-
arships and help provide a
quality education that will
help shape the lives of each
student forever. The results of
these types of gifts and contri-
butions will never cease.

Students will unwrap their
hidden talents and flourish
into successful contributions
of society. It is our hope that
they will “pay it forward” and
give the gift that keeps on giv-
ing.

It is very rare that a day
goes by when a student in
need does not enter the doors
of the Alumni House. We are
here to help those students
and, with the support of our
alumni chapters, college sup-
porters, alumni and friends
we can make that happen.

Every student deserves an
opportunity to make their
mark in this world. 

You can help by supporting
the PRCC Development
Foundation and Alumni
Association.

Help make the dream of a
first generation college stu-
dent become a teacher; or a
single mom supporting her
family go back to college; or
even a high school graduate
launch their career. 

Whomever you help, I can
assure you it will be greatly
appreciated and forever im-
pact their life.

If you are interested in sup-
porting a scholarship from
one of our alumni chapters,
giving a general gift to the
Alumni Association or
Foundation to support our ef-
forts to make a difference,
contact Candace Harper at
601-403-1193.

Every dollar counts!
Don’t underestimate the

value of your contribution,

large or small.  To those stu-
dents who have reaped the re-
ward of these selfless gifts, I
hope you will “pay it forward.”

■ Let me tell you about a
few things our alumni chap-
ters have accomplished this
year.

The Forrest/Lamar Alumni
Chapter held a golf tourna-
ment and a fish fry this year
and increased their scholar-
ships and endowments. 

They provide four full-time
tuition scholarships to stu-
dents in the Forrest/Lamar
area each semester.

The Hancock County
Alumni Chapter held its annu-
al golf tournament and contin-
ues to increase their endow-
ment and provide three full tu-
ition scholarships each semes-
ter.

The Marion/Jeff Davis
Alumni Chapter had another
successful steak dinner this
year and raised funds for its
three half-tuition scholarships.

The Pearl River County
Alumni Chapter held a schol-
arship dinner this year and
provided funds to support the
three half-tuition scholarships
they provide each semester.

It is a wonderful thing these
chapters continue to do to
help ensure a quality educa-
tion is provided to students all
over our district! 

If you would like to join one
of our local chapters and give
back to PRCC, contact us at
601-403-1193.

■ Upcoming events include
our annual Little Black Dress
Charity Event in March,
Lifetime Achievement Gala in
April, Employee Appreciation
Dinner and Hancock County
Alumni Chapter Golf Tourna-
ment in May, and the
Forrest/Lamar Chapter Golf
Tournament in June.  

Contact the Development
Foundation for information
on any of these events. 

To wrap up the end of the
year, I will leave you with this
quote from Winston
Churchill:

“We make a living by what
we get. We make a life by
what we give.” 

Pay It Forward;
Give a gift that
keeps on giving

Staff profile

NNAAMMEE: Jeff Speed

FFAAMMIILLYY: Married to my wife Clair for almost 4 years. We’re ex-
pecting our first child, Maggie, at the beginning of December.

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE:  Hattiesburg

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL  BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD: Graduated from Tylertown
High School, 1998. Graduated from Millsaps College, 2002, with
a degree in Business Administration, currently attending William
Carey University working on my MBA.

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  AATT  PPRRCCCC: Systems Administrator 

WWOORRKK  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE: Employed more than 9 years working at
PRCC

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  BBOOOOKK: Stephen King’s The Dark Tower series, Bill Bryson’s A Brief History of
Nearly Everything, and Steven Levitt & Stephen Dubner’s Freakonomics 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  FFOOOODD: Chicken and Dumplings

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMOOVVIIEE: The Big Lebowski

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMUUSSIICC: Mostly 90’s alternative, but currently enjoying Mumford & Sons

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  VVAACCAATTIIOONN  TTRRIIPP: Maui, Hawaii

WWHHAATT  TTHHRREEEE  WWEEBBSSIITTEESS  DDOO  YYOOUU  VVIISSIITT  EEVVEERRYYDDAAYY?? Google.com, courser.org, and
finance.yahoo.com

WWHHAATT  DDOONN’’TT  WWEE  KKNNOOWW  AABBOOUUTT  YYOOUU  TTHHAATT  WWOOUULLDD  SSUURRPPRRIISSEE  UUSS?? I’m a firm be-
liever in the George Costanza “Worlds Collide” Theory.     

WWOORRDDSS  OOFF  WWIISSDDOOMM::  Every morning in Africa, a Gazelle wakes up. It knows it must run
faster than the fastest lion or it will be killed. Every morning a Lion wakes up. It knows it must

outrun the slowest Gazelle or it will starve to death. It doesn’t matter whether you are a
Lion or a Gazelle... when the sun comes up, you’d better be running.

Speed

The PRCC Development
Foundation hosted the annual
Scholarship Donor Dinner on
Nov. 15 for students to meet
the generous donors who made
their scholarships possible.

Between July 2011 and June
2012, the foundation awarded
297 scholarships worth
$189,112.

Since the Development
Foundation was established in
1987, more than 5,000 scholar-
ships with a value of more than
$3 million have helped PRCC
students.

■ The Pearl River County
Alumni Association will host a
scholarship fundraising dunner
Thursday, Dec. 13, at Southern
Char Steakhouse in Picayune.

Tickets are $40. For informa-
tion, contact the Development
Foundation office at 601-403--
1193.

The Development Foundation staff wishes everyone a Happy Holiday season. Members
of the staff are Shana Breerwood (seated), foundation accountant; Candace Harper, coor-
dinator of alumni services and Ernie Lovell, director of the Development Foundation.  

Scholarship
donor dinner
a success

One of the newest scholarships honors the memory of
Debbie Hinton who chaired the surgical technology program
at the Forrest County Center until her death in June 2011.
Recipient Leslie Haney of Columbia, center, is pictured with
instructor Brittany Hawkins and program chair Tammy Allhoff.

Shelby Sattler of Kiln, center, received the PRCC Board of
Trustees Scholarship and met board president Frank
Ladner and his wife, Beverly Ladner.



POPLARVILLE - Pearl
River Community College
women’s softball coach Leigh
White feels confident the tal-
ent is there for a successful
2013 season. The only issue
now is experience.

The roster for the Lady
Wildcats features only seven
sophomores.

“We have a lot of talent and
a lot of potential,” said White.
“All these freshmen have got
to get some experience, and
you do that by playing
games.”

White is beginning her 10th
season as head coach of the

Lady Wildcats. Her 2012 team
finished 21-24.

Following six weeks of fall
workouts, White sees some
positive signs. One of them is
pitching with the
return of starters
Brittany Leblanc
(8-11) of Maurice,
La., and Neely
McCrary (5-5) of
Petal, both
righthanders.
Leblanc pitched in
24 games last sea-
son and Neely 18.

White says fresh-
men Courtney

Warr of Mobile, Ala., and
Laken Singleton of Wayne
County give the pitching staff
some depth.

“I feel pretty good about
how we performed
this fall,” said
White.
“Defensively and
pitching, we will be
okay. A better de-
fense will give our
pitchers more con-
fidence.
Offensively, we con-
centrated on that
area, worked hard
and got better. We

just need to be a more consis-
tent.”

Besides pitching, the only
returning starters are
Whitney Waits of Oak Grove,
Shannon Brown of Petal and
Hillary Dickens of Picayune.
Waits and Brown are outfield-
ers, Dickens plays first base.

“We have some experience
at a few positions, but for the
most part we are young with
15 freshmen,” said White.
“They are real eager to learn
and do well. They are com-
petitors in all aspects. I feel
good about them. We just
need to stay healthy.”

Freshman Kelsea Lewis of
Oak Grove and Miranda
Fazende of Poplarville are
working at the catcher posi-
tion. Freshman Emily Jackson
of Mobile is the third base-
man. Kaci Lantrip of Terry
and Becky Mitchell of Pearl
River Central, both freshmen,
are competing at the short-
stop position.

Freshmen Chelsea Page of
Petal and Miranda Boyette are
at second.

Working with Dickens at first
is freshman Heather Boutwell
of Oak Grove.
■ See SOFTBALL, page 15
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Soccer champions recognized 

Members of the 2012 Pearl River Community College men’s and women’s soccer teams presented their MACJC State
and Region 23 championship trophies to the PRCC Board of Trustees during the board’s monthly meeting in November.
Above, from left, are PRCC board chairman Frank Ladner, team captains Cayce Seal of Bay St. Louis and Drew
Kirkwood of Lucedale, Charlotte Crisp of London, England, Jessica Guillot of Picayune, and PRCC President William
Lewis. Below, pictured with Ladner are women’s coach Jack Byrd (left) and men’s coach Paul Martin (right). 

POPLARVILLE - Pearl
River Community College’s
women’s and men’s soccer
squads, the reigning 2012
MACJC and Region 23 cham-
pions, wrapped their seasons
with shutout losses in their re-
spective NJCAA District H
and District P post-season
playoff games.

The Lady Wildcats finished
their year at 12-3 overall with
a 4-0 setback to Brevard CC,
the NJCAA No. 1-ranked
Division I women’s team, out
of Melbourne, Fla., in District
H play in Poplarville; while
the Wildcats suffered their
first loss of the season with a
1-0 semi-final loss to Paris
(Tex.) at Tyler Junior College
in Tyler, Tex.

In the District H contest,
Brevard went up 2-0 on back-
to-back goals in the first 12
minutes of the game by
Courtney Hueston (37:37)
and Lois Edwardsson (33:30)
before Amanda Lodge booted
a third goal 13:31 before the
break to give the Lady Titans
a 3-0 lead at the intermission.

Brevard scored the game’s
final goal at the 38:00 mark of
the second half.

Lady Wildcat head coach
Jack Byrd applauded his
squad.

“We had a heckuva run this

year,” Byrd said. “In my opin-
ion, this is the best women’s
team this school has ever
fielded. I couldn’t be prouder.”

In the District P semi-final
game, Paris’ Alberto Garcia
scored the game’s only goal off
a free kick midway in the first
half.

Wildcat head coach Paul
Martin lauded his team’s sea-
son.

“When you win state and re-
gion titles, there’s not a lot
more you can say about a
group like this one,” said
Martin, who was named
Region 23 ‘Coach of the Year.’

“This (Paris setback) was
the first loss of the year and
we were in it (game) right
until the end.

“This year, for men and
women, is something that we
can build and build upon. I am
proud to be a Wildcat.”

Since 1999’s inaugural sea-
son of Pearl River soccer, its
women previously won
MACJC state titles in 2005
and 2009, as well as a total of
six MACJC South Division
championships; while its men
were also state champs in
2003 and boast three division
crowns. Neither squad had
ever won a regional title or a
berth in the district playoffs
prior to 2012.

PRCC soccer
teams wrap up 
great seasons
Lady Wildcats end 12-3;
men’s team goes 14-1

Early baseball signees

Three Pearl River Community College baseball standouts have signed grant-in-aid schol-
arships with four-year universities, including from left: Seated - center fielder Braxton Lee
of Picayune High (Ole Miss), pitcher Christian Talley of Hancock County High (Southern
Mississippi), and pitcher Ryan Deemes out of Holy Cross High in Chalmette, La. (Nicholls
State [La.]). Standing is the PRCC coaching staff (L-R) assistant coach Jeff Long, head
coach Josh Hoffpauir, and assistant coach Kyle Lindsey.

POPLARVILLE - Three Pearl River
Community College baseball standouts signed
grant-in-aid scholarships with senior colleges
on the first day of signing in November.

Right-handed pitcher Ryan Deemes out of
Holy Cross High in Chalmette, La., signed
with Nicholls State University (La.), center
fielder Braxton Lee of Picayune High signed
with Ole Miss, and right-handed pitcher
Christian Talley of Hancock County High
signed with the University of Southern
Mississippi.

Deemes, the son of Herman Deemes of
Chalmette, was a key starter for head coach
Josh Hoffpauir’s Wildcats in 2012; boasting a
perfect 4-0 mound record. 

He pitched 45 innings, struck out 32, and
finished his freshman campaign with a 4.2

earned run average.
Lee, the son of Russell and Jill Lee of

Picayune, was an All-MACJC and All-Region
23 performer last season and sported a sec-
ond-best .362 batting average on the Wildcat
squad. He played in all 42 games for PRCC,
finishing with 50 hits, a .461 on-base percent-
age, and 29 stolen bases - all team-high totals.
His stolen base percentage was 93.5 and he
drove in 20 runs.

Touted as one of the state’s leading defen-
sive players, Lee had a .950 fielding percent-
age.

Talley, the son of Ken and Leslie Talley of
Diamondhead, finished the 2012 season with
a 4-1 record in 57 innings of mound work. He
struck out 39 batters and boasted a team-high
2.37 earned run average.

Deemes, Lee, Talley sign senior college pacts

POPLARVILLE - Following five weeks of fall
workouts, Pearl River Community College
baseball coach Josh Hoffpauir feels pretty good
about his 2013 Wildcat squad, which will be his
third.

His first team in 2011 was 28-21 and reached
the MACJC state playoffs. His second team was
24-19 but failed to make the playoffs.

“Last year was disappointing, but our sopho-
mores this year are using it as a positive,” said
Hoffpauir. “We got off to a great start and then
some things happened. The guys started press-
ing and they put too much pressure on them-
selves. They are playing now with a chip on
their shoulders.”

He gives his team a winning grade for their
efforts this fall, which included a 3-1 record. 

“We have a good group of guys,” said
Hoffpauir. “In my 10 years as a
coach, this is the most fun group
that I have been around. They enjoy
coming out every day to work.”

Successful teams sport strong
pitching staffs and Hoffpauir be-
lieves he has the nucleus of a good
staff. Some of the proof came during
the early signing period for colleges
and universities.

Three of his players signed grant-
in-aid scholarships early. 

Right-handed pitcher Ryan Deemes
of Holy Cross High in Chalmette, La., signed
with Nicholls State (La.) University and
Christian Talley of Hancock High, another
righthander, signed with the University of
Southern Mississippi.

Deemes was a key starter in 2012, boasting
a perfect 4-0 record. He pitched 45 innings, s
truck out 32, and finished his freshman year
with a 4.2 earned run average.

Talley finished the 2012 season with a 4-1
record in 57 innings of mound work. He struck
out 39 batters and had a team-best 2.37 earned
run average.

Also, center fielder Braxton Lee of Picayune
signed with Ole Miss. Lee was an

All-MACJC and All-Region 23 performer last
season and sported a second-best .362 batting
average. He played all 42 games, finished with
50 hits, a .461 on-base percentage, and 29
stolen bases - all team-high totals. His stolen
base percentage was 93.5 and he drove in 20
runs.

Throw in Jacksonville, Fla., transfer Brandon

Fry, a sophomore lefty, returning relief pitcher
Anthony Lusco of Bay St. Louis, along with in-
coming freshmen Trevor Bennett of Hancock
and Jake Brumfield of Natchez, and Hoffpauir
believes he has the makings of a solid staff.

“We have big expectations for Ryan and
Christian, and Fry has some Division I offers on
the table,” Hoffpauir said. “Our top reliever is
back and two good freshmen stepping in.
These will be the guys we count on the most for
our pitching.”

The catching chores will be handled by soph-
omores Krisjon Wilkerson of St. Stanislaus and
Forrest Dungan of Columbia, who will split
doubleheaders. “We expect both of those guys
to have good years at the plate,” said Hoffpauir.

Carlos Gonzalez of Warren Central has the
inside track at third base and Andrew Wilkes of

Pearl at shortstop. Both are fresh-
men. Darien Brown of Hattiesburg
and Paul Pickerrell of Elizabethtown,
Ky., are battling at second and
Nathan Pugh of Starkville, another
freshman, is at first.

Lee has the centerfield job. Kollin
Cannon of St. Stanislaus, Darius
Knight of Pearl, and Pickerrell are
among a group that will play in the
outfield.

“Right now, we have a lot of op-
tions in the outfield,” said Hoffpauir.

“We are pretty athletic, so that will help if we
have to move guys around. It’s a freshman-ori-
ented bunch but it’s also a good, strong class.”

This fall has not been without its challenges
for the baseball team. The field house suffered
water damage from heavy storms early in the
semester. The renovation has included new
lockers, offices and players’ locker room.

“We didn’t have the field house for two
months this fall, but these guys never com-
plained,” said Hoffpauir. “It’s almost finished.
We are excited about it.”

The 2013 Wildcats will open the season Feb.
9 with a pair of nine-inning games against
Baton Rouge, La., in Vidalia, La.

“I haven’t been this excited about a team in a
long time,” said Hoffpauir. “We may not be as
talented as we have been, but it is a close group.
We play in a tough conference, but I am looking
forward to the season.”    

Assistant coaches for the Wildcats are former
PRCC pitching star Kyle Lindsey and Jeff Long.
The manager is Cody Ladner.

Coach Hoffpauir likes look 
of his 2013 baseball team

Hoffpauir

White

Leigh White’s
record at PRCC
Year      Won  Lost
2004      26   17
2005      19   14
2006      17   16
2007      25   31
2008      27   10
2009      30   16
2010      32   12
2011      21   23
2012      21   24
Total     218  163

Softball coach Leigh White pleased with workouts



BOONEVILLE - The 39th
playing of the Mississippi
Association of Community
and Junior Colleges All-Star
game Saturday wrapped up
an intense three days of work
for coaches and players at
Northeast Community Coll-
ege.

The wrap to the weekend
was a 17-3 victory in the con-
test by the South squad over
the North.

But the real winners are the
players from throughout
Mississippi who had a chance
to earn scholarships over the
three days of workouts and
the game.

“I think the guys went out
and had fun,” said Itawamba
Community College head
coach Jon Williams, who was
a spectator for this game, but
had five players on the North
squad. “The biggest thing of
this weekend was that the
practices were good for
them.”

Perhaps more important
than the game, is the number
of college recruiters that at-
tend the practices Thursday
and Friday leading up to the
actual contest. For many play-
ers, it is their last chance to
perhaps impress the right re-
cruiter, and extend their col-
lege playing career.

Participating players from
Pearl River Community
College were:

■ Defensive back Leon
Carlton (5-9, 185) of Hoover,
Ala.

■ Wide receiver Kris Riley
(6-1, 190 of Orange Park, Fla.

■ Running back Markeyus
Johnson (5-9, 180) of Forrest
County AHS.

■ Wide receiver-quarter-
back Darius Holder (6-2,
190) of Lumberton.

■ Defensive back Marino
Daggon (5-10, 175) of
Bassfield. 

The South leads the all-star
series, 19-18-2. 

MMiissssiissssiippppii  BBoowwll
BILOXI — Freshman Tyler

Peterson’s last play field goal
sent Garden City Community
College back to Kansas with a
31-29 victory over Copiah-
Lincoln Sunday in the 5th an-
nual Mississippi Bowl.

Peterson calmly kicked the
game winning 32-yard field
goal on the last play of the
game that was set up with a
brilliant 62-yard pass by
Garden City quarterback
Nick Russell to Rodriguez
Coleman with 20 seconds left
in the game.

In a game that saw nine
lead changes and a jaw-drop-
ping performance by Russell
the Broncbusters, (7-4)
turned back the MACJC state
champs Co-Lin, (9-3).

”I have been at Garden City
two years, and when I came
here I to believe in a dream,”

said Broncbuster coach Jeff
Tatum. “We lived that dream
today, what a great effort by
our kids as well as an out-
standing effort by Co-Lin.”

The Wolfpack took an ear-
lyrun followed by Peterson’s
first of four extra points to tie
the score at the end of the
first quarter at 7-7.

Craig Jr. scored his second
touchdown with a 13-yard re-
ception from Rogers to give
the Wolfpack a 14-7 lead.

With one minute remaining
in the first half Russell
launched an 82-yard bomb to
Nile Daniel.

S P O R T S  
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■ From page 14
Freshmen Ashton Rogers of Poplarville and

sophomores Alyssa Bradley of Greene County
and Rachel Breland of Poplarville provide depth
in the infield.

Joining Brown and Waits in the battle for
time in the outfield are freshmen Micah Davis
of Poplarville, Allie Flint of Madison Central,
Megan Scronce of Petal and Dache Passman of
Angie, La.

The Lady Wildcat softball complex is under-
going some renovations, including a new out-

field fence, new backstop and new dugouts, all
scheduled to be completed in time for the home
opener Feb. 19 against Faulkner (Ala.) State.

Before then, they play road games against
Holmes (Feb. 12) and East Mississippi (Feb.
15).

The winner of the South Division will host the
MACJC State Tournament in May.

Assisting White this season is former PRCC
player Kim Boutwell, graduate assistant
Morgan Necaise and student assistant Alyssa
Graeter. 

SOFTBALL

POPLARVILLE - Pearl
River Community College
head football coach Tim
Hatten has resigned his posi-
tion after 11 years at the
school.

His resignation is effective
June 30, 2013.

The Wildcats had an 80-30
record under Hatten, a
Sumrall native who began his
tenure at PRCC in 2002. His
teams won four MACJC state
championships in 2003, 2004,
2005 and 2006, along with an
NJCAA national champi-
onship in 2004.

His last two teams at PRCC
had a combined 7-11 record,
including 3-6 in 2012. The last
time the Wildcats made the
MACJC state playoffs was
2008. 

“Coach Tim Hatten has
brought great honor to Pearl
River Community College dur-
ing his tenure as head coach,”
said PRCC President William
Lewis.

“The stretch from 2003-
2006 when his teams won four
consecutive state champi-
onships, a national champi-
onship and were national run-
ner-up one season is rather re-
markable in the competitive
world of community college
football. Coach Hatten is a fine
man and has enjoyed reat suc-
cess as a football coach.  We
wish him every success in the
future.”

Lewis said a search for a
new head coach would begin
immediately.

“We hope to be able to rec-
ommend someone at our Dec.
13 board of trustees meeting,”
he said.

Hatten, 49, was a two-year
letter winner for the Wildcats
in 1983-84 before transferring
to the University of Southern
Mississippi. He spent nine sea-
sons as head football coach at
Haines City (Fla.) High,
where he posted a 75-29
record.

Hatten led PRCC to a
MACJC state championship in
2003, its first since 1976. In
2004, the Wildcats won the
MACJC national champi-
onship by defeating Butler
(Kan.) Community College in
the Dalton Defenders Bowl in
Coffeyville, Kan. PRCC had a
perfect 12-0 record.

The Wildcats won the 2005
MACJC state championship,
even though the first two
games of the season were can-
celled due to Hurricane
Katrina. 

In 2006, PRCC defeated Co-
Lin for its 19th MACJC state
championship, the most by
any two-year school in
Mississippi. The Wildcats
went on to play No. 1 Blinn
(Tex.) College in the Pilgrim’s
Pride Bowl in Mt. Pleasant,
Tex., losing 19-6 and finishing
No. 4 in the final poll. 

Tim Hatten resigns 
as PRCC head coachFaculty profile

NAME: Joe E. Garvin

FFAAMMIILLYY: Two daughters, Lisa,
41, and Jennifer, 40; One son,
Patrick, 35

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Oak Grove

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL  BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD::
Hattiesburg High School, Mississ-
ippi College, University of
Southern Mississippi - B.S., M.S.,
Doctoral study

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  AATT  PPRRCCCC: Director
of Athletic Advisement and Director
of Adult Learning

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE: 30 years

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  BBOOOOKK: The Last Picture Show, by Larry
McMurtry

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  FFOOOODD: Liver and Onions

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMOOVVIIEE:: Texasville

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  MMUUSSIICC: Willie Nelson

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE  VVAACCAATTIIOONN  TTRRIIPP: Boston

WWHHAATT  TTHHRREEEE  WWEEBBSSIITTEESS  DDOO  YYOOUU  VVIISSIITT  EEVVEERRYY--
DDAAYY??  PRCC.edu; Yahoo.com; Hattiesburg American

WWHHAATT  DDOONN’’TT  WWEE  KKNNOOWW  AABBOOUUTT  YYOOUU  TTHHAATT
WWOOUULLDD  SSUURRPPRRIISSEE  UUSS?? My favorite thing to do is write.

WWOORRDDSS  OOFF  WWIISSDDOOMM:  The Golden Rule...it doesn’t get
any “wiser” than that!

Garvin

SSoouutthh  DDiivviissiioonn  
TTeeaammss                  DDiivv..        OOvveerraallll
Jones             5-1         6-3
Gulf Coast     5-1          8-1
Co-Lincoln     5-1         7-2
East Central   2-4         3-6
Pearl River     2-4         3-6
Hinds            2-4          4-5
Southwest     0-6          0-8

NNoorrtthh  DDiivviissiioonn  
TTeeaammss                  DDiivv..        OOvveerraallll
East Miss.     5-0        8-0
Northwest     5-1        7-1
Holmes         4-2        5-4
Itawamba      4-2        6-3
Northeast     2-4        3-6
Miss. Delta   1-5        1-8
Coahoma      0-6        1-8

Final MACJC
football standings

Softball renovations

The Lady Wildcat softball complex is undergoing some renovations, including a new out-
field fence, new backstop and new dugouts, all scheduled to be completed in time for the
home opener Feb. 19 against Faulkner (Ala.) State. Photos by Mitch Deaver.

South wins JuCo all-star game;
Co-Lin falls in Mississippi Bowl
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2012-13 Men’s basketball team

2012-13 Women’s basketball team

Members of the 2012-13 Pearl River Community College Wildcat basketball team include from left: First row - Manager Taylor Smith of Hancock
County, Kaven Bernard Napoleonville, La., Josh Carpenter of Hattiesburg, Devontai Foye of Hattiesburg, Jeremy Hollimon of Gulfport, DeAngelo
Coleman of Magnolia, Nick’Laus Warren of Jackson, Xavian Rimmer of Jackson, Rakeem Esco of Canton and manager Drammond Ellis of
Hattiesburg. Back row - Assistant coaches Chris Oney and Jason Francis, Derionne Stewart of Picayune, Demondre Harvey of Minden, La., Jimmy
Henderson of Houston, Frank Snow of Wellington, Fla., Daniel Grieves of Bay St. Louis, Devontee Cook of Magnolia, Marcus Hogan of Jackson, head
coach Richard Mathis and manager Bruna Brezerra of Hattiesburg.    

Members of the 2012-13 Pearl River Community College Lady Wildcat
basketball team include from left: First row - Mia Coleman of Mendenhall,
Courtney Osler of Puckett, Jeronda Beasley of Poplarville, Kalisha
Washington of Jackson, Chaquita McGee of Yazoo City, Mysehia Williams
of Sumrall, Raven Callaway of Daegu, South Korea, and Shanise Griffin
of Durant. Second row - head coach Toby Bush, manager Kendaisia

Heildelberg of Meridian, Lolecia Richardson of Jackson Provine, Joy
Grimsley of Petal, Shanta Echols of Sumrall, Daiquari Raine of
Poplarville, Francheska Bowman of Fort Walton Beach, Fla., Valescia
Dixon of East Marion, Rebekah Harwell of Iwakuni, Japan, manager
Shalonda Jackson of Gulfport and assistant coach Mary Bolton.
Photos by Mich Deaver.

Upcoming games
Jan. 10 - At Mississippi Delta
Jan. 14 - at Miss. Gulf Coast
Jan. 17 - host Southwest
Jan. 22 - host William Carey JV
(men only)
Jan. 24 - at Jones County
Jan. 28 - host Co-Lin
Jan. 31 - at Hinds
Feb. 4 - host East Central
Feb. 7 - host Miss. Gulf Coast
Feb. 11 - at Southwest
Feb. 18 - host Jones County 
Feb. 21 - at Co-Lin
Feb. 25-28 MACJC Tournament

Above left, PRCC freshman Daniel Grieves (33) of St. Stanislaus takes
the ball to the basket against Mississippi Delta earlier this season. Above
right, sophomore center Francheska Bowman (14) of Fort Walton Beach,
Fla. makes her way down the floor against Baton Rouge Community

College. Below left, Rakeem Esco (10) of the Wildcats rushes past a
Mississippi Delta CC defender on his way to the basket. Below right,
sophomore Valescia Dixon (24) of East Marion goes up for a shot against
Baton Rouge.   

Pearl River Community
College kicked off its MACJC
South Division schedule last
Nov. 29 with a pair of convinc-
ing victories over Hinds.

The Lady Wildcats pulled
out a 71-59 win to improve to
3-4 overall and 1-0 in league
play. The Wildcats saw fresh-
man Jeremy Hollimon hit a ca-
reer-high 30 points that
spurred a 64-55 win to improve
to 6-1 and 1-0.

Hinds ‘ women fell to 1-7 and
0-1. The men are 6-2 and 0-1.

In the women’s game, the
lead exchanged hands four
times in the opening five min-
utes before HCC point guard
Quin’meka Shaw banged in a
pair of baskets to put the Lady
Bulldogs up 10-8. Hinds stayed
in front for the next six min-
utes, but PRCC’s Valencia
Dixon of East Marion hit a
bucket to tie it up at 18-18 with
7:42 left before the break.

Daiquari Raine of Poplarville
High then hit a basket to take
the lead and kicked off a 19-10
scoring run to give PRCC a 37-
28 lead at the intermission.

In the second half, the Lady
Wildcats blistered the visitors,
building their lead to as many
as 21 points   65-44. 

Shaw paced Hinds with a
game-high 14 points Marshay
Jones added 11.

Kalisha Washington of
Murrah High in Jackson led
PRCC with 13 points (four
steals), while Raine added 11
(six rebounds), Dixon (six re-
bounds) and Courtney Osler of
Puckett High, 10 each;
Rebekah Harwell out of M.C.
Perry High in Iwakuni, Japan,
eight; Lolecia Richardson out
of Provine High in Jackson
seven, Francheska Bowman
out of Choctaw High in Ft.
Walton Beach, Fla., and
Chaquita McGee of Yazoo City
High, five each; and Joy
Grimsley of Petal two.

Jeronda Beason of
Poplarville High and Wisdom
James of Durant High hauled
in five boards each.

Pearl River hit 70 percent
(28 of 48) from the free throw
line to Hinds’ 54.5 percent.

In the men’s game, the
Wildcats dominated in the
early going, jumping out to a
commanding 16-0 lead in the
first five minutes; but the
Bulldogs answered with an im-
pressive 18-7 run over the next
10 minutes to cut The River’s
lead to 25-20 with 4:20 left be-
fore the half.

From that point, Pearl River
outscored Hinds 7-6 to lead 32-
26 at the intermission.

HCC opened the second half
with an 8-3 scoring surge to
pull to within one   35-34 with
17:20 left, but PRCC bounced
back with an impressive 15-5
scoring run over the next eight
minutes to rebuild its lead to 13
(50-37) with 9:24 remaining. 

Matthew Hurn led the
Bulldogs with 14 points (five
rebounds).

Besides Hollimon, Frank
Snow, a San Angelina CC
(Tex.) transfer from
Wellington, Fla., finished with
seven points (two blocks);
while DeMondre Harvey of
Minden (La.) High added five
(six rebounds), DeAngelo
Coleman  of South (four as-
sists), Rakeem Esco of Canton
High, and Devontai Foye of
Hattiesburg High, four each;
Kaven Bernard out of
Assumption High in
Napoleonville, La., Daniel
Grieves, a U.S. Air Force
Academy transfer who prepped
at St. Stanislaus in Bay St.
Louis, and Xavian Rimmer, an
Alcorn State transfer who
prepped at Piney Woods
School, three a piece; and
Nick’Laus Warren out of
Murrah High in Jackson one.

Hollimon, who prepped at
Gulfport High, also hauled in
six boards, hit three three-
pointers, and was nine of 12 at
the foul line.

Pearl River hit 63.9 percent
(23 of 36) from the free throw
line.

From three-point range,
PRCC was three of 11 (27.3
percent) to HCC’s six-of-27
showing (22.2 percent).

River wins
two games
over Hinds
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