
‘Magic River’wins 1st place
in state writing competition

POPLARVILLE - “The Magic River,” a collection of art and
writing by Pearl River Community College students, won first
place in the in-house journal category at the recent meeting of
the Mississippi Community College Creative Writers
Association. 

The magazine was edited by April Carter of Bay St. Louis.
Victoria Phillips of Picayune won first place for her cover de-

sign, which will be published in the Community College Writer.
Jennifer Griffin of Sumrall won first place in the poetry cate-

gory for “Three Little Death Wishes” along with honorable men-
tion for “Lovers’ Dream.”

Elise Thornton of Seminary won second place in drama for
“Dishonesty,” and third place in drama went to Emanuel Brooks
of Poplarville for “D&D: Dorm and Death.” Brooks also re-
ceived honorable mention in poetry for “My Other Pair of
Pants.”

The first, second and third place works will be published in
the Community College Writer, English instructor Julia
Ferguson said.

Summer office hours begin June 4

Choral, drum major, color guard
auditions set for late April 

Auditions for choral scholarships to Pearl River Community
College will be held from 2-5 p.m. April 27 in the band
hall/choral room.

Choral scholarships are offered for students in the PRCC
Singers, Voices ensemble and RiverRoad show choir.

All students must sing either “The Star Spangled Banner” or
“My Country ‘Tis of Thee” and be prepared to sight read.
Students auditioning for RiverRoad will also be taught a short
dance routine to perform in groups of four.

■ Auditions will be held April 28 for drum majors and color
guard for the PRCC Spirit of the River marching band.

Drum major auditions will be at 9 a.m. and color guard try-
outs at 10:30 a.m. at the PRCC band hall. Students trying out
for color guard will be taught a routine for the audition.

Fall semester scholarships will be awarded to those students
selected for the positions.

For information, telephone the Department of Fine Arts and
Communication at 601 403-1180.

Frosh Ciara Gunn chosen
as Miss PRCC Wildcat

POPLARVILLE - Ciara Gunn of McNeil recently was named
Miss PRCC Wildcat.

Gunn and 17 other Pearl River Community College students
competed in the annual scholarship pageant held on the

Poplarville campus.
As Miss PRCC Wildcat, she received a

full tuition scholarship. Gunn is a fresh-
man majoring in pediatrics.

First alternate was Rachel Selzer of
Carriere, a freshman majoring in market-
ing and accounting.

Second alternate was Shelley Pittman
of Columbia, a sophomore nursing major.

Third alternate was Jennifer Graves of
Sumrall, a freshman majoring in nursing.

Gunn and Jonnie Fuimaono of Sumrall
were named Spirit Winners. Fuimaono is
a freshman nursing major.Gunn
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POPLARVILLE - The invitation to speak at
Pearl River Community College’s 2007 gradua-
tion ceremonies both shocked and elated alum-
na Sherie Hinton Henry.

“I thought to myself how God has blessed
me,” she said. “I’m honored and still sort of I
can’t believe it. But I think to myself what an
opportunity.”

Henry, deputy administrator for operations
and management for the United States
Department of Agriculture Rural
Development, will speak at 10 a.m.
May 14 at the James Lynn Cartlidge
Forrest County Multi Purpose Center
in Hattiesburg.

She earned an associate’s degree
from PRCC in 1975 while starting her
career with the federal government
with the then-Farmers Home
Administration in Poplarville.

“When I was there, making $2.40
an hour, I told the people in the office
that I was going to work in
Washington one day,” she said. “One of
the things I talk to students about is setting
goals. I didn’t realize it at the time but that’s
what I was doing.”

Henry grew up wanting to attend PRCC
where Minnie Lee Jenkins, a cousin of Henry’’s
late mother, worked. During summer breaks
from school, Henry sometimes came to work
with Jenkins, known to her family as Pep.

“I wanted to go there because Pep worked
there,” she said.

Henry was the first African-American on the

PRCC cheerleading squad, coached by Ann
Morris.

“She was an outstanding student and campus
leader and was looked up to,” Morris said.
“She’s a fine example to present to the students
and the parents to see what the education at
Pearl River can do for you. You could see she
had potential. She had the opportunity and
made the most of it.”

After graduating from PRCC, Henry majored
in business administration and agri-
cultural economics at Alcorn State
University and returned to
Poplarville as assistant county super-
visor and agricultural management
specialist for the Farmers Home
Administration. She was promoted to
county supervisor for Adams County.

She was promoted to the agency’’s
national office in 1988, holding a
number of positions in the Farmers
Home Administration and the reor-
ganized Rural Development mission.

She has also served as acting director
for Rural Development in Texas and as acting
director of the USDA Office of Outreach.

Henry was named to her current position in
January 2001.

“My organization provides support to the
agencies within the Rural Development mission
area,” she said. “We are the back office. We have
a $95 million loan portfolio and 200-plus ac-
countants.”

She enjoys mentoring younger employees.
“I tell them all the time that Pearl River and

Poplarville gave me what I needed to do my job
in Washington - a good quality education, a
good foundation,” she said. “It was more like
family than being a number. People that I made
friends with at Pearl River, I’’m still friends
with and we still keep in touch 30 years later.”

She recalls renewing a friendship in 2002
when her mother was hospitalized in
Hattiesburg. “My mother’s attending nurse at-
tended Pearl River with me,” she said.

Henry still has a direct connection to PRCC
through her mother-in-law, Delores Henry, who
works in the cafeteria.

“I think it’s a very nice thing to have one of
our own from Poplarville as speaker,” Delores
Henry said.

Sherie Henry has been married since 1996 to
James Henry, who is a retail manager in the
Washington, D.C., area.

She has been jotting down notes for her
speech ever since accepting the invitation from
PRCC President William Lewis and hopes
Jenkins, now 91, will be able to attend along
with her brothers and sister.

“I haven’t been home to Mississippi since
October. of last year and that’s a long, long time
for me not to be home,” she said. “I’m really
looking forward to it. This is just the icing on
the cake for me. I tell the folks around here that
I can retire now ... I’ve come full circle.”

Sherie Hinton Henry graduation speaker

Henry

PRCC graduation
When: 10 a.m., Monday, May 14
Where: James Lynn Cartlidge Forrest County Multi
Purpose Center in Hattiesburg.

Dale Purvis of Oak Grove
joins PRCC Board of Trustees

Pearl River Community College’s Board of Trustees wel-
comed a new member during the regular March meeting.

Dale Purvis of Oak Grove, president of ComSouth Inc., in
Hattiesburg, and a PRCC graduate, succeeds the late Bruce
Hankins of Purvis, who passed away
Feb. 15 at his home.

“I am excited about joining the
Board,” said Purvis. “It’s been 23 years
since I was a student here. It’s an honor
for me. I never dreamed I would have the
chance to come back and support the
college.”

Purvis, a Picayune native, graduated
from Picayune High School in 1978. He
received an Associate in Applied Science
degree from PRCC in 1984. He graduat-
ed from Mississippi State University
with a B.S. in Engineering in 1986 and re-
ceived a masters in Business Administration in 1987.

“I met a lot of friends from other cities when I was at Pearl
River, lifelong friends,” said Purvis. “I’ve got two brothers and
a sister that attended school there. My grandmother attended
school there in 1929. It was like a family atmosphere. I was
heavily involved in intramurals during my time there.”

Purvis has been with ComSouth Inc. since 1998. ComSouth
is a Motorola Wireless Communications Solutions Provider
that has served South Mississippi for more than 50 years.

His wife, Tammy, also graduated from PRCC in 1984. They
are the parents of two children, Kayla, 15, and Karlyn, 10.  

Purvis

The 2007 Legislature appropriated enough
money for community colleges that PRCC stu-
dents will not face increases in tuition or fees
next year, President William Lewis said.

Tuition for an in-state student taking 12
hours will remain at $810 per semester.

“We’re not planning on asking the board for
any sort of tuition increase at this time,” Lewis
said. “The Legislature was good to us.”

Gov. Haley Barbour signed the general ap-
propriation and bond bills April 17, clearing the
way for the State Board for Community and
Junior Colleges to distribute the money to the
state’s 15 community colleges.

State officials will base funding on enrollment
for summer 2006, fall 2006 and spring 2007 but
the spring enrollment audit hasn’t been com-
pleted, Lewis said. Until it is, officials won’t
know exactly how much money PRCC will re-
ceive from the state for the fiscal year that
starts July 1.

But estimates are good enough that Lewis is
confident student costs won’’t increase and em-
ployees will get raises.

“It looks like we’ll be recommending a 5 per-
cent pay increase for our employees,” Lewis

said. 
The budget also will allow PRCC to hire

some faculty and staff for positions that could-
n’t be created during leaner fiscal years.

“We will be adding some much
needed positions that had developed
while our appropriation was going the
other way,” Lewis said. 

Many of the positions will be at the
Forrest County Center where enroll-
ment has doubled in the past five
years and approximately 60 adjunct
faculty taught classes this year, he
said.

“There are also some needs on the
Poplarville campus, positions that
have been needed to handle our
growth,” Lewis said. “These appropria-
tions also will help us to improve our equip-
ment, supply and travel budgets, which have
been so decimated since fiscal year 2000.”

In addition to the general fund appropriation,
PRCC will receive about $2 million of $35 mil-
lion in bond money approved for the communi-
ty colleges. The money will be spent on infra-
structure improvements, including streets and

parking lots on both the Poplarville and
Hattiesburg campuses.

Community college leaders from throughout
the state pushed hard for the Legislature to ap-

prove so-called Mid-Level Funding, a
program to ensure that community
college funding falls midway between
appropriations for K-12 and universi-
ties. Although funding approved by
the Legislature didn’t reach the $42.8
million goal, it came close.

“We were within about $3 million,”
Lewis said. Both the House and
Senate passed bills establishing the
concept of mid-level funding, and
minor differences in the two bills sent
them to conference. All six conferees

signed the conference report, which
was passed unanimously in both houses, Lewis
said.

Although PRCC won’t get everything Lewis
wanted, the college fared well in the hands of
the 2007 Legislature, he said.

“All in all, it was good,” Lewis said. “It was
the best since I’ve been here by far and long
overdue.”

Dr. Lewis: ‘Legislature was good to us’
PRCC students won’t face tuition increase

Dr. Lewis

POPLARVILLE - The Mississippi Arts
Commission recently awarded Pearl River
Community College a $350,000 Building Fund for
the Arts grant.

The money is to be used to construct a perform-
ing arts center to replace Moody Hall auditorium,
which was destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.

“We are elated with the generous grant that has
been awarded Pearl River Community College by
the Mississippi Arts Commission,” said PRCC
President William Lewis. “These funds will help us
in a significant manner as we continue to develop
our plans to construct a state of the art Fine Arts
Center, not only for use by the College, but by the
broad community as well. The building we are pro-
posing will be unique to this area of our state and
will help the College showcase our Fine Arts pro-
gram and other special arts events. We are indeed
indebted to the Arts Commission for their signifi-
cant contribution to this special cause.”

Plans are being drawn for a center that will in-
corporate the latest in sound and lighting technol-
ogy with a stage large enough to accommodate
major productions. Tentative site for the center is
in the heart of campus at the corner of River Road
and Presidential Lane where Marvin R. White
Coliseum used to stand.

“We’re estimating that that facility will be about
$10 million to construct,” Lewis said.

Approximately $4 million from the 2003 Ethel
Holden Brownstone Estate gift to PRCC has been
set aside for the performing arts center. Other
funding will come from the insurance settlement
and possibly from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Lewis said.

The Arts Commission grant is part of $2 million
awarded through the commissions’ Building Fund
for the Arts program, financed through general ob-
ligation bonds.

“This Mississippi Arts Commission is pleased to
have the opportunity to assist the arts organiza-
tions who received a BFA grant,” said Malcolm
White, MAC executive director. “It is obviously im-
portant to the legislature to give the arts a stronger
voice in Mississippi communities and it is definite-
ly the goal of the Mississippi Arts Commission.”

The Mississippi Arts Commission is a state
agency, funded by the Legislature, the National
Endowment for the Arts, The Wallace Foundation
and private sources.

PRCC receives
$350,000 from
arts commission

The summer office schedule at PRCC will begin June 4 and
end Aug. 3. Office administrators will develop work schedules to
allow a four-day work week for employees with offices remaining
open five days per week.

The following guidelines should be used:
■ All administrative offices are to remain open five days per

week.
■ Staff will work a Monday through Thursday or Tuesday

through Friday schedule.
■ Work/office hours will be 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. with a 45-

minute lunch break.
■ Employees who experience difficulty with the four-day work

week may opt for the traditional five-day 8 a.m.-4 p.m. schedule.

Party in the Park cookout

Corey Ladner of Bay St. Louis, from left, Justin Barrett of Wiggins, Gregory Young of
Prentiss and Ciarra Gunn of McNeil attended the Party in the Park cookout.

Tyler Ball of Kiln, from left, Channing Lampton and Brittany Eazell, both of Columbia, and
Justin Kopf of Kiln fix hot dogs at the Party at the Park cookout.
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Staff profile
NNAAMMEE:: Cindy Boutwell
FFAAMMIILLYY: Married to Monty Boutwell for

10 years, two sons, Brennan, 7, and Caleb, 5 

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Petal 

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD: Grad-
uated from North Forrest High School,
1989; attended college at USM, B.S. in
Education in 1995, Graduated from Pearl
River Community College RN, Associate
Degree in 1998, will graduate May 12, 2007
from William Carey University with a B.S.N. in Nursing.

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN AATT PPRRCCCC: Practical Nursing Instructor 

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE: 9 years as a registered nurse, 4 of
which are in teaching.

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE BBOOOOKK: Feathers from My Nest by Beth Moore

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE FFOOOODD: Mexican

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE MMOOVVIIEE: The Notebook

WWHHAATT WWAASS YYOOUURR FFIIRRSSTT JJOOBB: Cashier at Ward’s, U.S. 49 North

PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE AASSPPEECCTTSS OOFF TTEEAACCHHIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC: I love teaching at
Pearl River because the students and faculty are like family. It is a very
friendly environment and it promotes learning at all levels. I enjoy see-
ing students learning and seeing them grow in knowledge and matu-
rity. 

AADDVVIICCEE FFOORR SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS: Take one day at a time. Make a sched-
ule and stick to it. Study, laugh and find time to exercise.

Boutwell

By SUSIE HALL
PRCC Nurse

SSpprriinnggttiimmee aanndd AAlllleerrggiieess
I see a large number of people during

the spring semester that complain of aller-
gy symptoms.

When I tell them that it sounds like sea-
sonal allergies they usually respond, “But
I’ve never had allergies before.” My fa-
vorite response is that if you live in south
Mississippi long enough you will eventual-
ly experience some type of seasonal aller-
gy symptom.

While most people experience only mild
or occasional symptoms, there are those
who suffer with severe reactions.

Allergies are an overreaction of the im-
mune system. Exposure to what is nor-
mally a harmless substance (pollen for ex-
ample) causes the immune system to react
as if the substance was a harmful one. If
the allergen is in the air then the reaction
will most likely occur in the eyes, nose and
lungs.

Mild reactions affect a specific area of
the body such as a rash, itchy eyes, con-
gestion, etc. These may be treated with
OTC medications as needed.

Moderate reaction include symptoms
that spread to other parts of the body.
This may include generalized itching and
difficulty breathing. These symptoms may
need prescription medications.

Severe reactions may cause
anaphylaxis. This is a life-threat-
ening emergency where the re-
sponse to the allergen is so in-
tense that it affects the entire
body and can lead to death.

These reactions require imme-
diate medical attention.

Two types of allergic diseases
include allergic rhinitis and con-
tact dermatitis. 

Allergic rhinitis, or hay fever,
can occur year-round or season-
ally. Seasonal triggers include pol-
lens and molds. In our area some of the
biggest causes of seasonal allergies are the
pollen from oak, grasses, cypress and ju-
nipers. Year-round allergies include dust
mites, animal dander, and cockroaches. 

These allergies can cause:
Sneezing, runny and/or itchy nose;
Red, watery, itchy eyes;
Itchy ears and throat;
Minor sore throat.

Pollens are in the air whenever trees,
grasses or weeds are in bloom. The type of
pollen season will depend on the type of
plant and where it’s growing. Some things
you can do to decrease your exposure to

pollens during peak pollen times
are:

11. Keep your doors and win-
dows shut during the spring and
fall seasons. This helps decrease
the amount of pollen that settles
in your home (or car). This is
usually the first thing I do when
spring weather arrives.

22. Wear a dust mask when
working in your yard,

33.. Don’t hang your laundry
outside to dry. It will collect the

pollen and bring it into your
home and onto your person.

44.. Don’t use window fans. This just pulls
in more pollens.

55.. Keep your carpet vacuumed and your
house dusted. 

Contact dermatitis can be triggered by
touching things such as poison ivy, oak, or
sumac, latex gloves or balloons, cosmet-
ics, metals such as nickel or chrome and
some medicated creams.

Contact may cause:
11.. Red, itchy, inflamed skin,
22.. Blisters on the skin.
You may experience some type of con-

tact dermatitis and never know what trig-
gered the outbreak. 

Molds are another cause of allergies.
Outdoor molds usually occur after spring,
but in the south, we have outdoor molds
year round. Mold spores float in the air
like pollen. 

Activities such as raking leaves and
mowing the lawn can cause mold spores to
become airborne.

Since Hurricane Katrina swept through
South Mississippi, there has been an in-
crease in the number of patients present-
ing to doctor’s offices with allergy com-
plaints. 

It is impossible not to be exposed to sea-
sonal allergens in south Mississippi. There
are many over-the-counter medications
that are available for allergy symptoms. 

11.. Antihistamines relieve sneezing and
runny nose and help to reduce itching.

22.. Decongestants help to reduce the
swelling of nasal tissues, reduce sinus
pressure, and open air passages.

If symptoms are severe your doctor may

prescribe medications such as bron-
chodilators and corticosteroids (nasal
spray and inhalers). 

There are a small number of people who
have to take allergy shots. These shots are
injections of solutions that contain the al-
lergen itself.

The shots are supposed to make you less
sensitive to the allergen by slowly giving
your body time to get used to higher aller-
gen levels. You may need to see your doc-
tor about allergy shots if:

11.. Your symptoms are moderate to se-
vere,

22.. You experience symptoms more than
two or three months every year,

33.. Allergy medications do not relieve
your symptoms,

44.. You are severely allergic to things that
you can’t easily avoid such as pollens or
house dust mites.

If you have allergy symptoms, see your
healthcare provider. He will work with you
to formulate a treatment plan that works
best for you. 

■ TThhee HHeeaalltthh SSeerrvviicceess CClliinniicc iiss ooppeenn
MMoonnddaayy tthhrroouugghh FFrriiddaayy ffrroomm 88 aa..mm..--33
pp..mm.. dduurriinngg tthhee ffaallll aanndd sspprriinngg sseemmeesstteerrss
oorr ccaallll eexxtteennssiioonn 11330033 ffoorr iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn.. 

Hall

HEALTHWATCH: Allergy symptoms nothing to sneeze about

JACKSON - Pearl River Community College was well represented Feb. 28 at the Mississippi Faculty
Association for Community and Junior Colleges Day at the State Capitol. Members of the Mississippi
Faculty Association for Community and Junior Colleges, along with students, alumni, trustees and two-
year college presidents, were asking legislators for a bigger piece of the education funding pie. To make
their point, MFACJC members delivered pecan pies to their home district legislators at the Capitol,
along with a request to provide per student funding for community college students that is midway be-
tween K-12 and regional public university per student funding. On hand from PRCC were from left:
Front row - PRCC instructor Stephen Black, PRCC students Shawna Guidry, Amanda Barrett, and
Rebecca Hoehne, PRCC instructors Ginny Miller, Bill Coston and Greg Underwood. Back row - PRCC
President William Lewis, PRCC student Robert Lancaster, Rep. Herb Frierson of Poplarville, Rep. Mike
Lott of Petal, and PRCC instructors Jim Walsh and Kyle Hill.                                          

MACJC Day at State Capitol

By JIM WALSH
Special to the Dixie Drawl

The political landscape of Mississippi in the sum-
mer and fall of 2007 will be dominated by the gover-
nor’s race.

Incumbent Republican Haley Barbour is in a supe-
rior position, both in poll numbers and (perhaps more
importantly) fundraising. The Democrats face an up-
hill climb in putting forth a candidate with any kind of
state-wide reputation.

Several other issues, however, will also
help to shape the political climate of the
state for several months to come: The fallout
from the tobacco/grocery tax debate, fund-
ing for higher education, the internecine
wranglings over Insurance Commissioner
George Dale’s “Democratness,” the race for
the unoccupied lieutenant governor’s office,
and control of the state legislature.

Gov. Barbour’s position appears very posi-
tive six months from the general election on
Nov. 6.  He was able to raise $3.7 million in
2006 for his campaign and still has $3.5 mil-
lion on hand. Barbour informed the press that he is
willing to spend up to $13 million for the race, a fig-
ure approximating the amount his campaign and the
Republican Party spent in his successful run against
Democratic Gov. Ronnie Musgrove in 2003.

Barbour - perhaps alone among southern governors
- gained in popularity after Hurricane Katrina. His sure
handedness and close ties to the Bush Administration
in Washington in the days and weeks after the storm
made him a “success story among governors,” accord-
ing to an essay in the New York Times.

Jackson attorney John Arthur Eaves, Jr. joins a
field of three other Democrats vying for Barbour’s of-
fice. Former state Sen. Bill Renick of Ashland, William
Bond Compton Jr. of Lauderdale County and Louis
Fondren of Jackson County face a hard slog against
the Republican incumbent that Eaves characterized as
“Goliath,” though he did assert that he was “not afraid
of his money.”

Where the governor may have stumbled is his stri-
dent opposition to the cigarette tax/grocery tax “in-
come swap” that died in committee in the last legisla-
tive session.

Mississippi’s 7 percent grocery tax is one of the
highest in the nation, while the 18-cents-a-pack ciga-
rette tax is third lowest in the country. Barbour has
long ties and loyalties to “Big Tobacco” as the head of
one of the wealthiest and most powerful lobbying
firms in Washington in the years before his return to
his native state and his run for governor.

In a state with the fourth-highest rate of deaths at-
tributed to smoking, Barbour’s refusal to even debate
the issue appears to be “relatively stupid,” according
to Dr. J. Edward Hill, the immediate past president of
the American Medical Association and a physician in
Tupelo.

Further, I suspect that Barbour’s “I’m never going to
raise taxes on anything” mantra plays extremely well
in the corridors of power within the Republican Party,

where he is rumored to be a possible vice presidential
candidate in 2008.

Barbour, however, didn’t make many friends among
the community and junior college family. While the
legislature proposed increasing funding of the 15 two-
year schools almost $50 million, Barbour balked.
Citing the “uncertainty” of the post-Katrina economy,
the governor (who portrayed himself as the “educa-
tion” candidate in his run in 2003) sought to slash the
increase to about $20 million.

A game of “chicken” with the legislature
was avoided when a compromise figure of
$39 million was reached.

The Republican Party in Mississippi
could gain from an intramural battle among
the major players within the state’s
Democratic Party.

Insurance Commissioner George Dale (a
Democrat) has occupied the statewide of-
fice since 1975. In 2004, however, the eight-
term incumbent - and PRCC alum -voiced
his support for George Bush, a Republican.

Recently the Demos’ Executive
Committee refused to certify Dale (and one other
Democrat) for re-election, citing their “disloyalty.”
The dispute is heading to court, but it has the possi-
bility of portraying the Democrats as disorganized, di-
vided, arbitrary, capricious, exclusive, and vulnerable
to hijacking by a handful of radical leaders. After the
loss of the control of the state senate for the first time
since Reconstruction, the party doesn’t need the ag-
gravation.

One opportunity the Democrats do have for success
on the statewide level is the office of lieutenant gov-
ernor. Forced by term limits to step aside, the former
Democrat - now Republican - Amy Tuck often has
been a thorn in the (ample?  “Let’s go walking
Mississippi!”) side of the governor.

The race for the lieutenant governor takes on even
more importance when you take into consideration
that the Demos don’t have a significant statewide
“face” beyond former Attorney General Mike Moore.
Representative Jamie Franks of Mooreville has filed as
a candidate, but again statewide name recognition is
simply not there.

Franks’ run takes on even more significance when
control of the state legislature is taken into considera-
tion. When state Sen. Tommy Gollot switched from
the Democrat to Republican Party, the former lost the
majority in the senate for the first time since the 19th
century.

Here again the role of Barbour is particularly im-
portant. His popularity, organizational acumen, and
deep pockets may indeed bring about one of the gov-
ernor’s most cherished goals - to make Mississippi the
most Republican state in the Union.

(Much of the information for this piece came from
the John C. Stennis Institute of Government at
Mississippi State University.  South Mississippi polit-
ical junkies should visit their web site at www.ms-
govt.org/)

■ JJiimm WWaallsshh iiss aa HHiissttoorryy aanndd PPoolliittiiccaall SScciieennccee iinn--
ssttrruuccttoorr aatt PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr CCoommmmuunniittyy CCoolllleeggee..

Walsh

Democrats face uphill
chase in governor’s race  

By LORIE LIEBIG
Dixie Drawl Staff Writer

For students and parents alike,
technology is something that is es-
sential to everyday life.

In colleges across America,
workplaces, and homes across the
world, consumers are looking to
their iPods not only to listen to the
new Beyonce song on their way to
work, but to help study for their
American History test. 

Since 2004, the iPod is the best-
selling type of digital media player
in the world. The popularity of the
device can be tied to the simplicity
in design and user-friendly setup
that is well established with Apple
products. 

This, along with their modern
ad campaigns featuring musical
artists that are popular with col-
lege students like myself.

The first iPod I had was a birth-
day present from my parents. It
was a tiny iPod Mini that was
bright pink. I loaded it up with all
of my songs and took it every-
where, and used it almost every
day.

I listened to it on the way to and
from school, in the car, and while I
was going to sleep.

When I was desperate for enter-
tainment, I played pong and soli-
taire on the inch-wide black and
white screen. After a couple of
years, my trusted iPod simply got
worn out.

Now, iPods have even more
uses. They’ve switched from their
small, black and white screens to
screens twice the original model’s
size.

The screens are also now in full
color, and have more op-
tions. I use my iPod for
mostly listening to
music, while my friend
Jordan uses hers mostly
for academic purposes.
She listens to recordings
of notes for her classes
on her way to and from
class to help her study. 

The popularity of the
iPod has quickly glided
into the high school and
university settings.

As iPods have become
more popular, the affordability and
new aspects of usage have become
more and more easily accessible
for college students.

The “cool” factor, combined
with the ability to virtually have
everything in one electronic gadg-
et has helped encourage its popu-
larity.

In 2004, Duke University be-
came the first college to give in-
coming freshman a free iPod, en-
graved with the school’s crest and
estimated year of graduation.

The college encouraged the use
of the iPod for academic purposes,
giving the student a voice-record-
ing attachment to help document

things such as teacher’s lectures
for reference purposes.

Duke University has continued
the free iPod program for their stu-
dents, and other colleges across
the world have started similar pro-

grams due to Duke’s
success.

You don’t have to use
your iPod as a academic
library to find good uses
for the device.

Another close friend
of mine uses her iPod
like a mini computer.

She uses it to store
her library of audio-
books, to watch televi-
sion shows that she
downloaded the night

before so she can catch up
on the latest plot twists, and she
also keeps a list of all of her friends
and family members’ phone num-
bers and email addresses so she
can stay in touch.

Although the iPod is mainly
marketed to its music storage, con-
sumers, especially teenagers, are
taking the new enhancements to
the extreme by finding more and
more ways to use it in their every-
day lives.

As long as iPods continue to be
made, they will find new places in
our society to help or entertain
anyone who picks one up.

■ LLoorriiee LLiieebbiigg iiss aa ffrreesshhmmaann ssttuu--
ddeenntt ffrroomm CCaarrrriieerree..

iPods have many uses for students

Liebig

More than 35 Pearl River
Community College employees will
be honored May 4 during a cookout
at PRCC President Dr. William
Lewis’ home.

Employees were honored for
their service in six categories, in-
cluding 10-, 15-, 20-, 25-, 30-, and
35-year employees.

Honorees included:
Ten years of service - Barbara

Whiddon, Jo Ann Eure, Teresa
Alexander, Linda Griffis, Karinna
Lee, Tammy Allhoff, Janice Poole,
Robert Marble, Brenda Wells,
Jennifer Seal, Judith Cuevas, Eric
Leatherwood, Harold Schultze,
Gloria Wasmund, Emily Carlisle,
Adam Breerwood, Camille Soulier,
Greg Underwood, Pamela Waddle,
and Ronn Hague.

Fifteen years of service - Emily
Addison, Marilyn Dillard, Carrie
Hales, Kyle Hill, Ladeen Hubbell,
Brenda Lee, Beverly Lewis, Cheryl
May, Tracy Smith, Tom Thoms, and
Debra Hinton.

Twenty years of service - Judy
Roane, Charles Ferguson,
Catherine Merrikin, Edwin Elkins.

Twenty-five years of service - Julia
Ferguson and Belinda Holden.

Thirty years of service - Peggy
Dease.

Thirty-five years of service - Dr.
Cecil Burt. 

PRCC honors
employees for
years of service
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If you are transferring to Mississippi State University from a community

or junior college, here are some things you need to know.

Your admission application serves as your scholarship application. You

will be considered for a scholarship only when you are officially accepted

for admission to Mississippi State and complete the online scholarship

resume. Apply online at admissions.msstate.edu.

You may qualify for one or more of the following scholarships:

• Phi Theta Kappa Scholarship, $4,500 over 
two years.

• Community College Recognition Scholarship,
$2,000 over two years.

• Phi Theta Kappa All-Mississippi Academic 
Team Scholarship, $1,000 over one year.

• Presidential Partnership Scholarship, $800 over 
one year.

At Mississippi State, we know the choice of where to 

continue your education will make a big impact on your 

future. Choose wisely—choose State.

your opportunities

Office of Admissions and Scholarships  |  Contact: Molly Riley

P.O. Box 6334  |  Mississippi State, MS 39762-6334

662-325-2224  |  662-325-1MSU (fax)  |  admit@msstate.edu  |  msstate.edu

MSU is an equal opportunity institution.

To be considered for scholarships, studentsmust be accepted before May 1, 2007.

Iota Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa international honorary society recently inducted 78 new members
during ceremonies on the Poplarville campus of Pearl River Community College. Members must main-
tain a 3.4 Grade Point Average, adher to the college’s code of conduct and exhibit characteristics of
good citizenship.
New members include (front row from left) Amy Keene of Pearl River County, Mary Glaviana of

Lumberton, Christy Ross and Shelley Cullen of Hancock County, Daniel Massey of Pearl River Central,
John Lopez of Carriere, LeAna Marshall of Pearlington, Dean Plude of Picayune and Nina Larsen of
Poplarville; (middle row from left) Emily Mills and Ray Leblanc of Pearl River County, Allison Tucker and

Jessica Mitchell of Picayune, Hannah Harris of Hancock County, Joseph Crain of Poplarville and Tiffany
Graeter of Picayune; (back row from left) Chasen Uptain of Pearl River County, Jonathan Trahan of
Carriere, John Baucum and Andrew Reish of Picayune, Angella Weeks and Kara Strebeck of
Poplarville, Victoria Phillips and Kenneth Smith of Picayune and Jerry Pirkle of Columbia. Not pictured:
Douglas Adams of Waveland, Scott Corbin, Hope Guidry, Rachel Selzer and Amantha Taylor of
Carriere; Brennan Hodge, Joshua McWilliams, Ashley Nelson and Jennifer Theriot of Poplarville;
Steven King, Brandon Robbins and Nichole Weidelmeyer of Picayune; Amy Keene and Jamison Navo
of McNeil.

Other new members include (front row from left) Brianna Stark of Lumberton, Anna Sanford, Johnnylyn
Salus and Kayla Stevens of Columbia, Kaleigh Townsend of Hattiesburg, Jessica Thompson of
Columbia, Carolyn Peters of Bogalusa, La.; (middle row from left) Guy Maily, Jason Mikell and Bridget
Curtis of Columbia, Shelby Little of Hattiesburg, Malary Pullen of Lumberton, Shawna Guidry of
Carriere, Lindsey Wilberding of Hattiesburg, Sabrina Nicki Fortenberry and Morgan Dunn of Columbia,

Linda Diamond of Lumberton, Melanie Saucier of Columbia, Justin Barrett of Stone County; (back row
from left) Zachary Hurst of Columbia, Amanda Tillman of Biloxi, Amanda Barrett of Brandon, Donna
Powell of Foxworth, Avery Dearman of Wiggins, Britt Diamond of Lumberton, Jeffrey Johnson of
Tylertown, Dillon Barber of Columbia. Not pictured are Mary Courtney of Purvis, Victoria Gamble and
Chad Hunt of Lumberton, Keli McMahan of Sumrall and Amber Sumrall of Petal.

Spring Phi Theta Kappa Induction Ceremony for 2006-2007

   



HATTIESBURG - Despite
studying from hand-me-down
books in overcrowded classrooms,
many black students in segregated
Hattiesburg schools learned what
they needed to mark their mark
nationally, community leader Iola
Williams told students at Pearl
River Community College’s
Forrest County Center.

Williams was the speaker on
Feb. 28 at the center’s first Black
History Month observance,
“Honoring the Past and Preparing
for the Future.”

“They taught us like the Boys
Scouts: Be prepared,” Williams
said. “We learned to get skills and
knowledge. We learned to know
our strengths and weaknesses. We
learned when you get knocked
down, get up and start all over.”

Eureka School and its succes-
sors, Royal Street and later Rowan
High School, produced a lengthy
list of distinguished alumni,
Williams said. They included a
Mrs. Boyd who became a noted
hat designer in New York City, the
late Jesse Brown, the Navy’s first
black aviator; Walter Massey, pres-
ident of Morehouse College; the
late Bobby Bryant, a well-known
jazz trumpeter; and a number of
professional athletes, including
former NBA player Purvis Short
and former NFL players Harold

Jackson and Taft Reed.
Williams herself served as vice

mayor of San Jose, Calif., and as
director of recreation and commu-
nity relations for the City of
Hattiesburg and is a driving force
between restoration of the Eureka
School building and the Sixth
Street USO Building.

Her presentation was inspiring

as well as enjoyable, said Titus
Jefferson, an occupational therapy
assistant student from
Hattiesburg.

“As a black person, it put a lot of
things in perspective on how far
we’’ve come,” he said. “It also
made me think about how black
history isn’t just black history. It’’s
everybody’s history.”
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PRCC observes Black History
Month with Williams’ presentation

Pearl River Community College student Cynthia Williams of Marion County, left, talks with speaker Iola
Williams of Hattiesburg following a Black History Month program at the Forrest County Center.

Terry Marino of Hattiesburg, a student at Pearl River Community
College Forrest County Center, looks at a display commemorating
Black History Month. PRCC Public Relations Photos

PRCC’s DECA chapter takes home many medals

POPLARVILLE - Several Pearl River Community College students were big winners in the recent Delta
Epsilon Chi State Conference in Tupelo. They include from left: Front row - Carol Williams, PRCC Delta
Epsilon Chi advisor, Cherie Peterson of Poplarville, Rashell Reese- Davis of Picayune, Conchetta
Thomas of Hattiesburg, and Delana Foster of Wiggins, PRCC Delta Epsilon Chi advisor. Back row -
Timothy Bounds and Justin Martin of Sumrall, Will Quinn of Picayune, and Courtney Porter of Picayune. 

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community College has had three people elected as president of Delta
Epsilon Chi in the state. They are, from left, Ron Cannaday (1976-77), Delana Foster (2003-2004) and
incoming president Will Quinn of Picayune. Cannaday, a real estate agent from Texas, returned to the
annual conference in Tupelo, where he was elected president. Foster is Business Marketing
Management Technology instructor at PRCC. Quinn was very active in DECA in high school, and gave
up his title as chairman of the board of high school DECA. 

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community College
students recently returned from the State Delta
Epsilon Chi Career Development Conference in
Tupelo after making an impressive showing.

Students competed in testing, role play, pre-pre-
pared written events and case studies involving a va-
riety of areas including marketing, entrepreneurship,
human resource, design and advertising campaign, to
name just a few.    

PRCC won two first places: Rashell Reese-Davis of
Picayune in Marketing Management; and Will Quinn
of Picayune in Sales Manager. 

Winning second place: Cherie Peterson of
Poplarville in Human Resource Management.

PRCC won second for community service work in
the Chapter of the Year, which was presented in
Scrapbook form by Peterson and Reese-Davis. 

Winning third place: Conchetta Thomas of
Hattiesburg, Apparel and Accessories.

Timothy Bounds and Justin Martin of Sumrall won
sixth place in Business Ethics.

The top winners are eligible to advance to the

International Competition to be held April 21-24 in
Orlando, Fla.

“This competition gives students an opportunity to
compete in areas that they are learning about in the
classroom,” said Carol Williams, PRCC Delta Epsilon
Chi advisor.

“Any student, whether a technical or academic busi-
ness major, may compete in Delta Epsilon Chi. There
are 20 different areas they can choose from. The bond
that students form when being a part of a competitive
club is a strong one. It usually builds friendships that
last a lifetime.  When students who are not members
see the students after they return, with their excite-
ment and enthusiasm, most say, ‘I’m joining next year
and competing’.”

Another highlight of the competition was the elec-
tion of Quinn as state president. He will preside over
the State Delta Epsilon Chi conference next year,
which will be held in Hattiesburg.

Anyone interested in joining Delta Epsilon Chi can
contact Carol Williams at cwilliams@prcc.edu or call
601-403-1117; or Delana Foster at 601-403-1118. 

Next up is nationals in Orlando, Fla.

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community College students man the campaign booth for Will Quinn. This
year’s theme was “Let the Adventure Begin.” Pirates of Pearl River was printed on their shirts. The stu-
dents include from left: Kneeling in front - Timothy Bounds of Sumrall, Justin Martin of Sumrall and
Courtney Porter of Picayune. Back row - Rashell Reese-Davis of  Picayune, Cherie Peterson of
Poplarville, Quinn of Picayune, and Conchetta Thomas of Hattiesburg. The PRCC students in Event
Marketing made 215 favors to be given out during campaigning along with postcards and candy. 
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Faculty profile
NNAAMMEE: Sonya Jordan
FFaammiillyy: One daughter: Claire, 14; one

son: John-Taylor, 12; one dog: Jack

RReessiiddeennccee: Poplarville

EEdduuccaattiioonnaall BBaacckkggrroouunndd: Hancock
North Central, 1984; Pearl River Junior
College, A.A. Degree, 1986; Mississippi
State University, BS Degree, 1990

PPoossiittiioonn aatt PPRRCCCC: Early Childhood
Education Technology instructor 

TTeeaacchhiinngg EExxppeerriieennccee: 13 years

FFaavvoorriittee BBooookk:: The Code of the Woosters; P.G. Wodehouse, and
The Secret Garden; Frances Hodgson Burnett

FFaavvoorriittee FFoooodd:: Momma’s biscuits with cane syrup

FFaavvoorriittee MMoovviiee:: To Catch a Thief (Carey Grant and Grace
Kelly); Anna and the King (Yun-Fat Chow, Jodie Foster)

WWhhaatt wwaass yyoouurr ffiirrsstt jjoobb: Check out girl at Boone’s Pharmacy

PPoossiittiivvee aassppeeccttss ooff tteeaacchhiinngg:: Helping students discover their
true potential and having the opportunity to teach students to
think for themselves is very rewarding.

AAddvviiccee ffoorr SSttuuddeennttss: “Always do right- this will gratify some and
astonish the rest.” Mark Twain

Jordan

POPLARVILLE - Sixty-six high school students
from throughout South Mississippi have earned spots
in the Mississippi Skills USA competition by winning
first, second or third place at the district level.

The District 5 leadership and skills competition
took place Feb. 15 at Pearl River Community College
in Poplarville. 

The winners advanced to state competition April
11-12 at Hinds Community College in Raymond.
First-place state winners will go on to national com-
petition in June in Kansas City, Mo.

Skills USA membership is open to any high school
or college student enrolled in a trade, technical, in-
dustry or health-related program. The national organ-
ization serves more than 250,000 high school and col-
lege students and professional members in all 50
states and the territories of Puerto Rico, Guam and
the Virgin Islands.

Students who competed at PRCC are from Skills
USA Mississippi District 5, which includes Jefferson
Davis, Marion, Lamar, Forrest, Perry, Greene, Pearl
River, Stone, George, Hancock, Harrison and Jackson
counties.

Winners and the schools they represent are:
■ Architectural drafting - Chris Rivera, Harrison

County Vocational Center, first; Ben Hebert, Forrest
County Agricultural High School, second; Bryce
Penny, Biloxi High School, third.

■ Automotive service technology - David Robinson,
Jackson County Vocational Center, first; Tiffany
Gordon, Pascagoula Applied Technology Center, sec-
ond; Howard Polk, Carl Loftin Vocational Technical
Center (Marion County), third.

■ Cabinet making - Wesley Martin, Harrison
County Vocational Center, first.

■  Carpentry - Garrett Wright, Harrison County
Vocational Center, first; Adam Ward, Carl Loftin
Vocational Technical Center, second; Brennan Nelson,
North Forrest High School, third.

■ Electronics technology - Daniel Wolfe,
Pascagoula Applied Technology Center, first; Tyler
Berch, Lamar County Technical Center, second.

■ Extemporaneous speaking - Benji McLeod,
Greene County Vocational-Technical Center, first;
Nicholas Aikens, Carl Loftin Vocational Technical
Center, second; Cassandra McFarland, Hattiesburg
High School, third.

■ Job interview - Gerald Ellis, Harrison County
Vocational Center, first; Amy McKenny, Biloxi High

School, second; Nick Jones, Biloxi High School, third.
■ Job skills demonstration A - Nick Williams,

Greene County Vocational-Technical Center, first; Zac
Brown, Greene County Vocational-Technical Center,
second; Jessica Benigno, E.H. Keys Technology
Center (Ocean Springs), third.

■ Job skills demonstration B - John McCoy, Greene
County Vocational-Technical Center, first; Preston
Odom, Greene County Vocational-Technical Center,
second; Jarouby Guyton, Biloxi High School, third.

■ Masonry - Trent Bigot, Harrison County
Vocational Center, first; Kyle Gardner, Carl Loftin
Vocational Technical Center, second; Samuel Luc,
Hancock County Vocational Center, third.

■ Precision machining technology - Colton
Peterman, Harrison County Vocational Center, first;
Justin Saegert, W. Harrison County, second; Bradley
Anderson, Lamar County Technical Center, third.

■ Prepared speech - Wynn Brewer, Greene County
Vocational-Technical Center, first; Zackary
Christensen, Biloxi High School, second; Josh
Chancey, Biloxi High School, third.

■ Quiz Bowl - Demickus Brothern, Kevin Bounds,
Bailey Plummer, Myles Long and Steven Himes,
Harrison County Vocational Center, first; Lyndsey
Lawrence, Craig Bergmann, Apil Ryan, Kyle Dollar,
Travis Broadus, Jackson County Technology Center,
second; D.J. William Tish Rader, John Stewart,
Trevon Halsey and Zac Robcheaus, Harrison, third.

■ Related technical math - Jesse Ladner, Harrison
County Vocational Center, first; Dustin Rancier,
Pascagoula Applied Technology Center, second;
Amanda Lover, Hattiesburg High School, third.

■ Residential wiring - Jeremy Helton, West
Harrison County Center, first; Paden Ramshur, Carl
Loftin Vocational Technical Center, second; Jeremy
Weysham, Hancock County Vocational Center, third.

■ Sheet metal - Ben Burlette, Hacock County
Vocational Center, first; Derek Cameron, West
Harrison County Center, second; C.J. Ingram, Lamar
County Technical Center, third.

■ Technical drafting - Bailey Ladner, Harrison
County Vocational Center, first; James Taylor, Forrest
County Agricultural High School, second; Ethan
Grace, Biloxi High School, third.

■ Welding - Jerry Frame, Harrison County
Vocational Center, first; Jonathan Pearson, Lamar
County Technical Center, second; Chad Rutherford,
West Harrison County Center, third.

PRCC hosts district
Skills USA event

Adam Ward, a student at the Carl Loftin Vocational Technical Career Center in Marion County, builds a
wall during the Skills USA carpentry competition at Pearl River Community College in Poplarville. He
placed second and qualified for state competition. PRCC Public Relations Photo

Zach West, left, and Dustin Bishop of North Forrest High School work on a four-inch corner lead during
Thursday’s Skills USA district competition in masonry at Pearl River Community College in Poplarville. 
PRCC Public Relations Photo

Pearl River Community College members of Phi Beta Lambda fra-
ternity for students preparing for careers in business and business-
related fields recently attended the state convention and competi-
tion. They are, from left, Beth Kupfer of Poplarville, Shasta Gadel of

Henley Field, Justin Wagner of Carriere, Darla Bach of Petal, Reid
Lee and Shawn Freeman, both of Carriere; and Tyler Anderson of
Purvis. 
Not pictured is Sean Kelly of Carriere.

POPLARVILLE - Five Pearl River
Community College students have advanced to
Phi Beta Lambda national competition. The or-
ganization is for students preparing for careers
in business or business-related fields.

The students won first or second place in
state competition in Tupelo.

The team of Tyler Anderson of Purvis, Reid
Lee and Shawn Freeman, both of Carriere,
placed first in the Network Design category.
Lee also placed first in Network Concepts.

Darla Bach of Petal placed second in Network
Concepts, and Beth Kupfer of Poplarville came
in second in Accounting Principles.

Third place winners from PRCC were Bach in
Network Design and Shasta Gadel of Henley
Field in Medical Terminology.

Kupfer also placed fourth in Word
Processing.

The national competition will be June 23-25
in Chicago.

PRCC students advance to national PBL competition

PBL students advance

By PEGGY DEASE
Director of Nursing Education

Greetings to all from the Nursing Education
Department. The PRCC associate degree (ADN) and
practical nursing (PN) students and faculty began
2006-07 with lots of energy and enthusiasm.

Everyone may be aware that our ADN and PN
(Poplarville campus) graduates’ passing rate on the
National Council of Licensing Examination for
Registered (RN) and Practical (PN) Nurses continue
to be above the national and state level.

However, a lot of what the nursing students do in
the community is not advertised, so you may not have
heard about many things that are done by these nurs-
ing students outside of the classroom. We are eager to
shed some light on that subject so everyone will know
about the work that is done by this department.

The Student Nurse’s Association (SNA) is 100-plus
members strong and continues to work hard in many
community projects, even as we near the end of the
year. The same is true for the practical nursing stu-
dents’ community activities.

There are numerous activities in which the nursing
education students participate.  

During the fall semester, 40 ADN students and
their family members, with a nursing advisor, partici-
pated in an Asthma Walk sponsored by the American
Lung Association.

The ADN students walked in memory of Jill Harvey
Lods, a PRCC nursing student who passed away dur-
ing the fall semester of 1999 while having an asthma
attack.  She was 81/2 months pregnant and lost her
unborn child during the asthma attack.  Jill’s parents
attended the walk and were very appreciative of the

students’ participation. PRCC’s ADN program had
the largest team in the asthma walk and raised $1,600.

The following day 31 ADN students and faculty
joined in a Diabetes Walk in Hattiesburg. This group
of students raised $1,200 for the Diabetes
Association. The PN students also raised $1,088 for
St. Jude’s Children Research Center.

All nursing students know the importance of main-
taining a sufficient blood supply for emergencies. The
PN students toured the United Blood Center where
several students opted to donate blood.

The ADN students sponsored a blood drive on cam-
pus for faculty and students and helped to get more
than 100 pints of blood. The PN students participated
in health screening in both the elementary and middle
schools for various health education programs. 

We are not close to being finished with activities for
the year.

On March 29, all of the ADN faculty and students
attended the Mississippi Organization for Associate
Degree Nursing (MOADN) convention in Vicksburg,
where Gov. Haley Barbour came and spoke.

The governor emphasized his concern for child-
hood obesity and the increasing nursing shortage in
the workforce and nursing education. The practical
nursing convention which is scheduled for later in
April in Laurel, will be attended by all of the PN stu-
dents and their instructors.

The PN students will be sponsoring car washes,
blood pressure screening, and selling raffle tickets for
gift baskets donated by area businesses. All proceeds
will be given to St. Jude’s Children Services.

So as you can see we are extremely busy bees in the
back forty of the campus.

Nursing Education students have
been busy outside the classroom

Students are reminded that the 2007 Yeardisks
will arrive the first week of May. Be sure to stop
by the book store and pick up your copy.  

Student Transition to Academic
Success and Responsibilities at
The Community College (START)
will consist of approximately 20-30
prospective PRCC participants
who meet the eligibility criteria for
Student Support Services.

The students must first enroll in
PRCC. 

The program will begin on June
20.  It will be a 5-week intensive
program that will prepare students
for success at the community col-
lege. 

It will target students with ACT
scores 15 and below and provide
academic instruction in areas of
English/Language Arts, (Edu

1303, Edu 1403); Mathematics
(MAT 1303); and Community
College Survival Skills (Edu
1503).

There is no cost to eligible stu-
dents. They receive three hours
credit for each course (non-de-
gree/non-transferable).

There is a one week (five-day)
intense orientation program (8
a.m.-3 p.m.) prior to the Bridge
classes, which will start the same
day as second summer term class-
es, June 27.

“We need instructors for this
program to teach in areas of
English/Language Arts; Math-
ematics and Community College

Survival Skills,” said Dr. Bob
Escudero, Director of Student
Support Services.

If any faculty and/or profession-
al staff are interested in working as
instructors for this program or you
know of someone in the public
schools or private sector, contact
Escudero at 601-403-1265, rescud-
ero@prcc.edu and/or Cindy Tan-
guis, Administrative Assistant,
601-403-1285, ctanguis@prcc.edu.

“We also will need teachers
and/or staff to assist with our
summer tutorial program.  If you
are interested, contact us as de-
scribed above,” said Escudero.

Summer ‘Bridge to College Program’

                                                                                                              



HATTIESBURG - Motorists
driving into the Forrest County
Center of Pearl River Community
College in Hattiesburg easily spot
the newest edition to campus - a
PRCC Wildcat.

Made by students in James
Patterson’s welding class from pat-
terns drawn by students in Dr.
Benny Hornsby’s sociology class,
the Wildcat was attached April 9
to the pedestrian bridge over
Burkett’s Creek.

“It’s something dedicated to this
college,” said welding student
Steve Collins of Jackson. “This
campus is growing in Hattiesburg
and we want it to be just as popu-
lar as the one in Poplarville.”

Collins goes to class during the
day and serves at Camp Shelby
with the 778th Military Police
Company at night.

“Two or three years from now, I
can come through here and say ‘I
helped put this up.’,” he said.

The idea for the mascot sign
came from a discussion in one of
Hornsby’s classes.

“It started out in sociology class,
talking about symbols,” he said.
“This campus didn’t really have
any symbols.”

Hornsby coordinated the mascot
project, which included students
from his class working on the pat-
tern and painting the finished proj-
ect and welding students fabricat-
ing it.

“We’re excited about it,” said Dr.
Cecil Burt, dean of the Forrest
County Center. “The credit goes to
Dr. Hornsby. He’’s helping bring
school spirit to this campus.”

Sociology students who took
part included Amanda Riley and
Leah Broome, both of Sumrall, and
Summer McRaney and Summer
Wallace, both of Purvis. In addi-

tion to Collins, welding students
included Tim Folse of Columbia,
Andre Tellis, Yancey Trotter and
Earl Loyd, all of Hattiesburg, and
Corey Welcher of Purvis.

F O R R E S T C O U N T Y
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PRCC students learn skills;
give back to communities

HATTIESBURG - Work by Pearl River Community
College computer students means a non-profit organ-
ization dedicated to helping women learn job skills
can move into a home it won’t have to share.

Students enrolled in the two-year computer servic-
ing technology program at PRCC’s Forrest County
Center are repairing 10 computers donated to the
Pine Belt Christian Women’s Job Corps. Once the
computers are working, the organization
will move to new quarters at 117 Evans St.

“It means everything to our program,”
said CWJC site coordinator Linda Donnell.
“We have been operating in the Family
Education Building of the Hattiesburg
Public Schools. We got the opportunity to
have a permanent location, but we had to
have a computer lab. Certainly, we could
never afford to purchase new computers. We
are at the mercy of donations.”

State law allows public colleges, such as
PRCC, to do work for non-profit and chari-
table organizations. 

“Mostly what we do is wipe all the old data off and
install an operating system,” said instructor Steve
Saucier. “This semester, with a small class, we’ve had
time to do more.”

Students who complete the two-year program earn
an Associate in Applied Science degree and have a
solid foundation in personal computer hardware and
networking as well as operational knowledge of com-
puter systems.

“Since virtually no business and industry today
does not utilize computers to some degree, employees
who are technically-educated are always valuable,”
Saucier said.

Besides giving the students practical experience,
the work gives them a good feeling, said first- year stu-

dent Benita Graham of Columbia.
“I hope they get some use out of them,” she said. 
The project provides experience in servicing, main-

taining and supporting computer operations while
helping a worthy cause, said William Talbert of
Hattiesburg.

“They’re helping disadvantaged women get back on
their feet,” he said.

Freshman Wes Hoffman of Columbia
worked on computers in high school and,
through community service work at
Improve Baptist Church and Columbia
Academy, understands the Christian
Women’s Job Corps’ needs.

“I’m glad to help them,” he said. “I’ve got
about five years experience in community
service work. We didn’t have decent PCs, so
I know how they feel. Something old, we
were thrilled to get that.”

Sophomore Roger Veracoechea of
Hattiesburg, a native of Venzuela, also has

put in a number of hours on the project,
Saucier said.

Donnell first heard of the Christian Women’s Job
Corps through the Women’s Missionary Union at
University Baptist Church. Working with other volun-
teers, she started the Pine Belt program about four
years ago.

The Evans Street location was donated by Christian
Services and will open as soon as the computer lab is
functioning, probably in late April, Donnell said. 

Six of the refurbished computers will go to the
Evans Street center, while four will go to a new Job
Corps site being started by Main Street Baptist
Church.

“It’s wonderful to know that the school is reaching
out to the community,” Donnell said.

Wes Hoffman of Columbia installs a program on a computer in the Pearl River Community College
computer servicing technology lab at the Forrest County Center. Students in the two-year program are
refurbishing computers for the Pine Belt Christian Women’s Job Corps. PRCC Public Relations photo.

Benita Graham of Columbia checks the instructions before she and William Talbert, left, and Roger
Veracoechea, both of Hattiesburg, repair a computer at the Pearl River Community College Forrest
County Center.

Pearl River Community College students William Talbert of Hattiesburg and Benita Graham of Columbia
work on a computer donated to the Pine Belt Christian Women’s Job Corps. Talbert, Graham and oth-
ers in the two-year computer servicing technology program at PRCC’s Forrest County Center are refur-
bishing the computers as part of their training. PRCC Public Relations photo

Saucier

Staff profile
NNAAMMEE:: Rebecca Ellis Brown
FFAAMMIILLYY: Married to Elliott Brown (3 years) 

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Collins

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD:: Grad-
uated from Collins High School, 1996; B.S.B.A.
in Economics from USM, 2001; M.B.A. from
MSU, 2006 

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN AATT PPRRCCCC:: Hattiesburg WIN Job
Center Computer Instructor (through Workforce
Development Center)

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE: 3 years teaching 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE BBOOOOKK:: David Copperfield by Charles Dickens

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE FFOOOODD:: Cheese

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE MMOOVVIIEE:: Life is Beautiful

WWHHAATT WWAASS YYOOUURR FFIIRRSSTT JJOOBB:: In high school - Peach picking fol-
lowed by many kooky jobs throughout high school and college. After
college - Program Coordinator for the Boys & Girls Club.

PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE AASSPPEECCTTSS OOFF WWOORRKKIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC: Meeting a variety
of interesting people with unique experiences. Learning about the ex-
periences of others can be both eye-opening and inspiring.

AADDVVIICCEE FFOORR SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS: The first step in achieving any goal is
convincing yourself that you will. If you want to accomplish some-
thing, then say it, write it down, and believe it. 

Brown

By SCOTT ALSOBROOKS
Director of Workforce Education

The Workforce Education
Department at PRCC has several
exciting programs ongoing. 

The Construction Equipment
Operations Program started class-
es on April 2.

This program provides a career
path toward entry level employ-
ment into civil construction. This
includes road building, mining,
commercial and residential foun-
dation construction, utilities con-
struction and many other areas.

This program has been made
possible by a U.S. Department of
Labor Grant along with significant
donations by the Caterpillar
Foundation, Huey Stockstill Inc,
and Puckett Machinery.

This class is designed to be an
intense training program.
Students will engage in work and
study 8 a.m.-4 p.m. daily for up to
twelve weeks. 

The training will include safe
operation of dozers, track hoes,
loaders and tractors.

■ PRCC has initiated a Utility
Electrical Line Worker Program

for the electrical transmission in-
dustry.  This program will train
and educate those seeking entry
into the electrical line work arena.

According to the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics, this industry is
expected to see annual growth of 9
percent needing approximately
10,000 skilled workers annually to
replace retiring baby boomers.

■ The Pathways Grant at PRCC
continues to train workers for the
post Hurricane Katrina rebuild. 

Funded by a Department of
Labor grant, classes in carpentry,
HVAC, electrical wiring, welding

and Spanish will continue to be
held in Hattiesburg, Poplarville,
Purvis, Picayune and Waveland
through this calendar year.

■ The Woodall Advanced
Technology Center continues to
host seminars, meetings and train-
ing programs for the business and
industrial community, including
Cisco Systems, DOTUSA, Kohler
Engines, South Mississippi
Planning and Development
District, Pine Belt Mental
Healthcare Resources and many
others.

Computer training continues to

be a high demand training area, es-
pecially Microsoft Office Suite.
Computer labs utilized for this
area are operated in Waveland,
Picayune, Columbia, Stennis
Space Center and at the Woodall
ATC.  Classes are offered days,
nights and weekends to meet the
needs of industry and personal re-
quirements.

■ The Workforce Education and
Career Technical Education
Departments at PRCC have part-
nered to offer programs in a modu-
lar delivery method. 

This is done to meet the chang-

ing needs of students represented
by PRCC. 

Many people seeking a post sec-
ondary education might not be in a
position to enroll in a traditionally
formatted program.

Utilizing a modular format,
classes are taught in a short-term,
intense format.

This allows the student to take
the class as a certificate training
program which might provide an
entry point to a career.  

Subsequent classes, or modules,
can be added to the student’s port-
folio as life allows.

Workforce Education offers wide variety of programs

Sociology and welding students at Pearl River Community College’s Forrest County Center stand be-
hind the Wildcat mascot on the pedestrian bridge over Burkett’s Creek. The sociology students drew the
pattern and painted the mascot after the welding students fabricated it. They are from, left, Leah
Broome and Amanda Riley, both of Sumrall; Summer McRaney and Summer Wallace, both of Purvis;
welding instructor James Patterson, Tim Folse of Columbia, Andre Tellis of Hattiesburg, Steve Collins of
Jackson,  Yancey Trotter of Hattiesburg, Corey Welcher of Purvis and Earl Loyd of Hattiesburg.
PRCC Public Relations Photo

PRCC Wildcat turns up at Forrest County Center
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HATTIESBURG - Pearl River Community College’s chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, Iota Mu, an interna-
tional honor society, recently inducted its new members for the 2006-07 school year at the Forrest
County Center. Each candidate for membership must have completed 12 semester hours of associate
degree work with a Grade Point Average of 3.4, adhered to the school conduct code, and possess rec-
ognized qualities of citizenship. They include from left: Front row - Erica Taite and Katelyn Stafford of
Hattiesburg, Leah Smith of Petal, Lisa Whited of Ellisville, Natasha McGill of Hattiesburg, Regina Burton
of Bassfield, Brittney Peak of Columbia, Amanda Henderson of McLain, Danielle Bartram of Biloxi and
Tiffany Miller of Lucedale. Second row - PTK advisor Dr. Stan Hill, Teri Ann Purvis, Kimberlie Ratcliff

and David Mobley of Hattiesburg, Sean O’Brian Perkins of Batesville, Rowdy Lee of Poplarville,
Chimere Shante Blakney of Hattiesburg, Anquenette Holloway of Prentiss, James Benge, Allison Pierce
and Roger Veracoechea of Hattiesburg, and PTK advisor Jacki Runnels. Third row - Jessica Styron of
Magee, Amanda Lee of Hattiesburg, Elizabeth Sullivan of Mize, Emily Wilson of Purvis, Shyane
Normand of McComb, Robert Daniel Holston of Lumberton, Chelsea Blotsky of Gulfport and Erin
Fortenberry of Prentiss. Not pictured - Judy Brinkman, Christopher Lott, Mary Saliba and William Talbert
of Hattiesburg, Jennifer Foxworth and Daniel Slade of Sumrall, Krista Gaude of Carriere, Meaghan
Knight of Poplarville, Brittany Ladner of Perkinston, and Kelly Windham of Laurel.

Spring Phi Theta Kappa Induction Ceremony for 2006-2007

Faculty profile
NNAAMMEE: Patti Crowson

FFAAMMIILLYY: Two sons:  Hunter 23, graduated
this December from Ole Miss with a degree in
accounting; Collin, 15, the kicker for Hatties-
burg High School

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Hattiesburg

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD: Graduated
from Hattiesburg High School, attended USM
for 3 years, then University of MS Medical
Center for 2 years, graduating with a BS in physical therapy.  MS in
Technical and Occupational Education from USM and to complete a
doctorate from the University of MS Medical Center in physical ther-
apy the summer of 2007.

CCLLAASSSSEESS TTEEAACCHHIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC: Physical Therapist Assistant
Program Director/Instructor

TTEEAACCHHIINNGG EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE: 11 years

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE BBOOOOKK:  My Sister Life   

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE FFOOOODD:  How can anyone pick a favorite?!!  It’s all good!

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE MMOOVVIIEE:  Shawshank Redemption

PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE AASSPPEECCTTSS OOFF TTEEAACCHHIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC: The PTA pro-
gram students are here to learn about a wonderful career that is excit-
ing and ever-changing and they show it in their preparation for class
and clinical education.  Also, I feel I have learned and continue to learn
a lot about physical therapy, because I teach it. 

BBEESSTT PPAARRTT AABBOOUUTT WWOORRKKIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC: Well, of course, it’s
Christmas vacation and spring break!

AADDVVIICCEE FFOORR SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS:: Dedicate yourself to two years of very
intense studying and learning.  Whatever sacrifices you make now for
your future will be well worth it.  (Give up “partying” for now!  You
can do that after you have your career up and going!) 

Crowson

HATTIESBURG - Fifteen students at the Forrest County Center of
Pearl River Community College attended the March organizational
meeting of the Student Teacher Associaton.The students heard pre-
sentations from Billy Sills of the Mississippi Professional Educators
organization and Dr. June G. Hornsby, education professor at
William Carey University, about certification requirements, job op-
portunities and teacher benefits. Members of the association are in-
terested in teaching careers, said advisor Benny Hornsby. “The for-
mation of this student club is indicative of the rapid growth of the
Hattiesburg campus and of efforts to enhance the educational expe-

rience of all students,” he said. The members will elect officers
when they meet next month. Charter members of the Student
Teacher Association at PRCC’s Forrest County Center are Kyla
Roger of Lumberton, front center; second row from left, Anquerette
Holloway of Bassfield, Bethany Bass of Foxworth, Keshia McAbee
of Petal, Denise Ruffin of Forest, Sarah Morgan and Heather
Herring, both of Hattiesburg, Adryan Markham Bridges of Prentiss;
back from left, Brittany Townes, John Melton, Whittany Townes, all
of Hattiesburg, Leah Broome of Sumrall, Larita Williams and Teresa
Johnson, both of Hattiesburg, and Noelle Wright of Oak Grove.

PRCC students organize group for future teachers

Staff profile
NNAAMMEE:: Glenn Shoemake

FFAAMMIILLYY: Married to Patricia Windham
(38 years), one son, Marc (age 28), one
daughter, Kelley, (age 33), two grandchil-
dren, Sam (10) & Krissi (3 mos.) & two
step-grand children, Julian (6) & Kallee
(4) 

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Whitfield community,
Ovett.

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD: Attended & graduated Ellisville
High School in 1965, graduated from Jones County Junior College in
1967, graduated from Mississippi State University with B.S. degree in
1969 and received a M.S. degree in 1972, took additional graduate
courses at Louisiana State University and University of Southern
Mississippi 

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN AATT PPRRCCCC: Assistant Dean (Evening School), Forrest
County Center

WWOORRKKIINNGG EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE: 35 plus years 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE BBOOOOKK: The Holy Bible

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE FFOOOODD: Rib eye steak

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE MMOOVVIIEE:: Dead Poet’s Society

WWHHAATT WWAASS YYOOUURR FFIIRRSSTT JJOOBB:: Teaching high school vocational
agriculture at Weir High School

PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE AASSPPEECCTT OOFF WWOORRKKIINNGG AATT PPRRCCCC: The people at
PRCC who are here to serve students are the most important ingredi-
ent in the success of the College and the students who attend. Most of
our students will learn this after they have left PRCC. 

AADDVVIICCEE FFOORR SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS: Attend class, do the work, and absorb
all you can before you have to enter the real world. Don’t panic and
learn to use good common sense when problems arise.

Shoemake

United Blood Services donor care technician Angela Barnes checks
on donor Jennifer Fazzio of Brooklyn during an April 12 blood drive
at Pearl River Community College’s Forrest County Center while
Ginger Jones of Sumrall also gives blood. Fazzio is a medical labo-
ratory technician student and Jones is a general studies student
planning a career in criminal justice. PRCC Public Relations Photo

PRCC blood drive

Emy Addison, instructor of
Dental Assisting, reports that 100
percent of Dental Assisting stu-
dents have passed the Radiology
portion of the Dental Assisting
National Board Exam.

The students were Brittiney
Smith, Amy Waites and Leslee
McAlpin of Hattiesburg, Kimela
Haynes of Sandy Hook, Angela
Mallette of Tylertown, Sarah Vine
of Centreville, Amanda Ladner of
Kiln, Stacey Blackwell of Picayune,
Jordan Hill of Soso, Sarah Melson
of Gautier, and Jackie Smith of
Lucedale.

■ Three pinning ceremonies are
scheduled for next month, all at
the Lowery Woodall Advanced

Technology Center.
They include: Dental Hygiene

Technology, 6 p.m., May 10;
Occupational Therapy Assistant
Technology, noon, May 11;
Medical Radiography Technology,
6 p.m., May 11.

Four other pinning ceremonies
are scheduled for July 26.

■ Awards Day at the Forrest
County Center is scheduled for 10
a.m. on May 3 in the Multi-
Purpose Room.

■ Barry Upton, Director of
Adult Education Services, reports
that GED graduation ceremonies
will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
June 2, at the Advanced Techno-
logy Center.

Dental Assisting students excel

By GREG UNDERWOOD
Special to the Dixie Drawl

Sunday, April 15, was a bit dif-
ferent for me than most Sundays.
About 12:30 p.m., I noticed a few
young boys, junior high school age,
sprinting across my front yard on
Adeline Street in Hattiesburg.

I went outside, and seconds later
my neighbor from two
houses away was
screaming that she had
been robbed by these
boys and that someone
needed to give chase.

Realizing my wife, six
months pregnant, and
2-year-old daughter
were not ideal candi-
dates, I took off in pur-
suit of these punks who
disturbed my family’s,
and my neighbor’s, previ-
ously tranquil Sunday.

After a block of sprinting, I cor-
nered one of the boys in a neigh-
bor’s garage and tried to ask what
he was doing. He exclaimed that
the lady was crazy and that he and
his friends were merely in her back-
yard examining her cats - then he
ran again, only to be pursued again.

Although I did take a spill after a
quick pivot, I was able to catch up
with the youth. Not having ever
been involved in a foot chase of a
criminal before, at this point I was
not exactly sure what to do: keep
him in a choke hold until the police
arrived (my wife had called 911),
beat him senseless, or try to reason

with the young man. Although it
lowers the action, I did choose the
latter option.  I’m pretty sure the
picture of a 6-foot-4, 225-pound 37-
year-old man physically abusing a
13-year-old would not play well
with the police, or my conscience,
when they arrived.

So by this point, having already
established that I could chase him

down, the young thief
was content to walk. My
new “friend” repeated
his story about the cat
watching, gave me his
friends’ names, and as he
talked, I simply walked
with him a few blocks
until the Hattiesburg
Police showed up.

Judging from the fa-
cial reactions of the offi-

cer and the youth when
they saw each other, the two
seemed already to have a preexist-
ing, if not altogether friendly, rela-
tionship. At this point, I relin-
quished custody of the alleged per-
petrator to the proper authorities.

I was later informed my neighbor
was missing a diamond ring and a
bracelet. Twenty-four hours later,
all three kids were in custody and I
have been told that although all
have previous records, the kids are
likely to be on the streets again in 8
to 10 weeks. Along with the rest of
neighborhood, we’ll be waiting and
ready.

■ GGrreegg UUnnddeerrwwoooodd iiss aann EEnngglliisshh
iinnssttrruuccttoorr aatt tthhee FFoorrrreesstt CCoouunnttyy
CCeenntteerr..

Fleet-footed Underwood
apprehends suspect

Underwood

Forrest County Center students  are reminded that the 2007 Yeardisks will arrive the
first week of May. Be sure to stop by the book store and pick up your copy.  

                                                                                                                                                  



Pearl River Community College students
recently elected sophomores Demetrius
Terrell Byrd and Ashley Christine Ladner as
Mr. and Miss PRCC.

Byrd, 20, of Miami Gardens, Fla., graduat-
ed from Miami Central Senior High School
and came to PRCC on a football scholarship.
He was named an All-American wide receiv-
er and has received a football scholarship to
Louisiana State University where he plans to
major in sports management or general stud-
ies.

“At Pearl River, I came in and made a name
for myself in football,” Byrd said. “That stands
out about my time at PRCC.”

Byrd is the son of Sharon Byrd.
Ladner, 19, of Waveland plans to study fashion design

at New York University after graduating from PRCC.
The daughter of Elaine Ladner and the late Vernon
Ladner, she has been a PRCC cheerleader for two years
and is captain of the 2006-07 squad. She also has been a
member of the String of Pearls dance squad for two
years and a maid in the 2005 and 2006 homecoming
courts.

“PRCC gave me new long-lasting friendships, the close
interaction with the students and teachers and the op-
portunity of being the first PRCC squad to go to UCA na-
tionals and to win first at cheerleading camp,” she said.

She is a graduate of Bay High and a business major at
PRCC.

The student body also elected class favorites.
Sophomores: Brett Anthony Barnes of Carriere, Emily

Bryant and Robin Drake, both of Hattiesburg, Adam
Dyess of Bassfield, Wesley Jones of Beatrice, Ala., and

Whitney Miller of Poplarville.
Freshmen: Norman Copeland of Bassfield,

Brandon Graham of Carriere, Ciara Gunn of
McNeill, Ebony Lewis of Picayune and
Chance Whitfield of Kiln.

SSoopphhoommoorreess
Barnes, 20, graduated from Pearl River

Central. He is the son of Anthony and
Annmarie Barnes. A sophomore music per-
formance major, he is a drum major with the
Spirit of the River, dance captain for
RiverRoad show choir, a member of the con-
cert band, Pearl River Singers, Voices ensem-

ble and Student Government Assn.  
Bryant is the 19-year-old daughter of Micky and Debbie

Bryant and a graduate of Oak Grove High.  A nursing
major, she is a member of the band and a PRCC Diamond
Girl. She was a freshman maid in the 2005 Homecoming
Court.

Drake, 20, graduated from Hattiesburg High and is the
daughter of Doris Drake and Robert Drake. She has been
a member of the Spirit of the River color guard for two
years, was elected 2006 Homecoming queen and partici-
pated in the 2006 Miss PRCC Wildcat Scholarship
Pageant. She plans to continue her elementary education
major at Alcorn State.

Dyess, 20, is the son of Allen Ray and Barbara Dyess
and a graduate of Sumrall High School. He plans to study
secondary education at Delta State University.

Jones, 20, graduated from J. F. Shields High School and
is the son of Marcus and Jennifer Williams. He plays bas-
ketball on the PRCC Wildcat team.

Miller, 19, is the daughter of John and Mary Miller and
a graduate of Poplarville High School.

She is a two-year member of the PRCC tennis team and
Phi Theta Kappa honorary fraternity and vice president of
the SGA. Miller plans to attend USM and pursue a career
as a dietician.

FFrreesshhmmeenn
Copeland, 21, graduated from Bassfield High School

and is the son of Kim Copeland. He is enrolled in the ma-
sonry program and participates in intramural sports. He
plans to study art at Jackson State University.

Graham, 19, is the son of Roger Graham and Amy
Terrell and a graduate of Pearl River Central.  He is a
Dean’’s List scholar in the nursing program and plans to at-
tend USM.

Gunn, 18, also graduated from Pearl River Central and
is the daughter of Larry and Debby Gunn. She is a cheer-
leader and a member of the spring String of Pearls squad.
A computer technology major, she plans to attend
Louisiana State University.

Lewis, 18, is the daughter of Ovier and Hollie Gutter
and a graduate of Picayune High. She played high school
basketball and is a Dean’s List student majoring in busi-
ness and  marketing. She plans to attend USM.

Whitfield, 19, graduated from Hancock High School and
is the son of Chris Whitfield and Tracy Whitfield. He is a
cheerleader and Dean’s List student and played on the
2006 intramural flag football championship team. He plans
to major in electrical engineering at Mississippi State
University.
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Miller

William Carey University
Hattiesburg     Gulfport     New Orleans

Are you looking for something more?
William Carey is a great place to continue your education. If you are looking for small classes, one-on-

one attention form your professors, and a great Christian atmosphere, WCU is the place for you!
Merit based, sports related, church related and talent based scholarships are available. 

601-318-6103               800-962-5991, ext. 103               www.wmcarey.edu

Freshman class favorites

Sophomore class favorites
Freshman class favorites included from left: Seated - Ciara Gunn and Ebony Lewis. Standing -
Chance Whitfield, Norman Copeland and Brandon Graham. 

Sophomore class favorites included from left: Seated, Emily Bryant and Robin Drake; standing,
from left, Brett Barnes, Adam Dyess, Wesley Jones. 

Byrd, Ladner selected
Mr. and Miss PRCC

Sophomores Ashley Christine Ladner of Waveland
and Demetrius Terrell Byrd of Miami Gardens, Fla.
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PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr CCoommmmuunniittyy CCoolllleeggee’’ss IInnssttrruuccttiioonnaall
SSttaaffff hhaass BB..SS.. oorr MM..SS.. ddeeggrreeeess ffrroomm tthhee ffoolllloowwiinngg 8855
iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss ooff hhiigghheerr lleeaarrnniinngg..

AArriizzoonnaa SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
AArrkkaannssaass TTeecchh UUnniivveerrssiittyy
AAuubbuurrnn UUnniivveerrssiittyy
BBaallll SSttaattee ((IInndd..)) UUnniivveerrssiittyy
BBaayylloorr UUnniivveerrssiittyy
BBeellhhaavveenn CCoolllleeggee
DDeellttaa SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
DDrruurryy ((MMoo..)) CCoolllleeggee
DDuukkee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
EEaasstt TTeennnneesssseeee SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
EEvveerrggrreeeenn SSttaattee ((WWaasshh..)) CCoolllleeggee
FFrreeeedd--HHaarrddeemmaann ((TTeennnn..)) UUnniivveerrssiittyy
FFuulllleerr TThheeoollooggiiccaall ((CCaalliiff..)) SSeemmiinnaarryy
HHiinnddss CCoommmmuunniittyy CCoolllleeggee
HHoocchhsscchhuullee ffuurr MMuussiikk ((GGrraazz,, AAuussttrriiaa))
IInnssttiittuuttoo SSuuppeerriioorr PPeeddaaggooggiiccoo ((CCuubbaa))
JJaacckkssoonn SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
JJoohhnnss HHooppkkiinnss UUnniivveerrssiittyy
JJoonneess CCoouunnttyy JJuunniioorr CCoolllleeggee
LLoouuiissiiaannaa SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy MMeeddiiccaall CCeenntteerr
MMeemmpphhiiss TThheeoollooggiiccaall SSeemmiinnaarryy
MMeerriiddiiaann CCoommmmuunniittyy CCoolllleeggee
MMiissssiissssiippppii CCoolllleeggee
MMiissss.. GGuullff CCooaasstt CCoommmmuunniittyy CCoolllleeggee
MMiissssiissssiippppii SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
NNaavvaall PPoossttggrraadduuaattee SScchhooooll ((CCaalliiff..))
NNeeww OOrrlleeaannss BBaappttiisstt TThheeoollooggiiccaall SSeemmiinnaarryy
NNiicchhoollllss SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
NNoorrtthheeaasstteerrnn UUnniivveerrssiittyy ((BBoossttoonn))
NNoorrtthheerrnn AArriizzoonnaa UUnniivveerrssiittyy
OOhhiioo SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
OOkkllaahhoommaa SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
OOrreeggoonn SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
PPaacciiffiicc CCoolllleeggee ooff MMeeddiiccaall && DDeennttaall AAssssiissttiinngg
PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr CCoommmmuunniittyy CCoolllleeggee
PPrriinncceettoonn UUnniivveerrssiittyy
SSaamm HHoouussttoonn SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
SSaann DDiieeggoo SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
SSaann JJoossee SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
SSoouutthheeaasstteerrnn BBaappttiisstt TThheeoollooggiiccaall SSeemmiinnaarryy ((NN..CC..))
SSoouutthheeaasstteerrnn LLoouuiissiiaannaa UUnniivveerrssiittyy

SSoouutthheerrnn IIlllliinnooiiss UUnniivveerrssiittyy ((EEddwwaarrddssvviillllee))
SSppaarrttaann CCoolllleeggee ooff AAeerroonnaauuttiiccss && TTeecchhnnoollooggyy

((TTuullssaa))
SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff NNeeww YYoorrkk ((AAllbbaannyy))
SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff NNeeww YYoorrkk ((BBuuffffaalloo))
SSuuffffoollkk UUnniivveerrssiittyy ((BBoossttoonn))
TTuullaannee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff AAllaabbaammaa aatt BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa,, BBeerrkkeelleeyy
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff CCiinncciinnnnaattii
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff FFlloorriiddaa
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff GGeeoorrggiiaa
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff IIoowwaa
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff LLoouuiissaannaa--MMoonnrrooee
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff LLoouuiissiiaannaa--LLaaffaayyeettttee
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff LLoouuiissvviillllee
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff MMaarryyllaanndd
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff MMaassssaacchhuusseettttss
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff MMeemmpphhiiss
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff MMiissssiissssiippppii
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff MMiissssiissssiippppii MMeeddiiccaall CCeenntteerr
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff MMiissssoouurrii--CCoolluummbbiiaa
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff MMoonntteevvaalllloo ((AAllaabbaammaa))
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff NNeebbrraasskkaa--OOmmaahhaa
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff NNeeww OOrrlleeaannss
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff NNoorrtthh CCaarroolliinnaa--CChhaappeell HHiillll
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff NNoorrtthh CCaarroolliinnaa--CChhaarrlloottttee
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff NNoorrtthh TTeexxaass
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff NNoorrtthheerrnn CCoolloorraaddoo
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff OOkkllaahhoommaa
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff PPhhooeenniixx
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff PPiittttssbbuurrgghh
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff RRhhooddee IIssllaanndd
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff SSoouutthh AAllaabbaammaa
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff SSoouutthheerrnn MMiissssiissssiippppii
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff TTeennnneesssseeee
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff TTeennnneesssseeee HHeeaalltthh SScciieennccee CCeenntteerr
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff TTeexxaass--PPaann AAmmeerriiccaann
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff WWeesstt AAllaabbaammaa
UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff ZZiimmbbaabbwwee
VViirrggiinniiaa PPoollyytteecchhnniicc IInnssttiittuuttee
WWeebbeerr SSttaattee ((UUttaahh)) UUnnvveerrssiittyy
WWeesstt VViirrggiinniiaa UUnniivveerrssiittyy
WWiicchhiittaa SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
WWiilllliiaamm CCaarreeyy UUnniivveerrssiittyy

By Dr. JOHN GRANT
Special to the Dixie Drawl

Pearl River Community College, Mississippi’s first
two-year college, has been serving people in South
Mississippi since 1909.

Many factors contribute to the College’s success in
educating its students. The most important of these
factors, by far, is the faculty of the College.  

Each fall and spring semester, the Office of the Vice
President for Instruction prepares a Roster
of Instructional Staff which lists each in-
structor who teaches at least one class that
conveys credit toward a degree or a certifi-
cate. (Community colleges in Mississippi do
not have faculty rank as do universities; all
who teach have the title of “instructor.”)

The roster lists all the classes taught by
all of these instructors and lists the degrees
and other information that qualify them to
teach. 

A number of interesting facts become ap-
parent upon inspecting the faculty roster.

There are 297 instructors teaching for
Pearl River Community College in the Spring, 2007,
semester. Of these, 166 are full-time employees of the
College, 13 are part-time employees of the College,
and 116 are adjunct instructors who are not otherwise
employed by Pearl River.

It is very common throughout the United States for
community colleges to hire adjunct instructors to
teach the bulk of courses taught. Adjunct instructors
bring a great deal of cultural diversity and a broad
range of experience to the classroom, but it is gener-
ally considered that it is better if the bulk of a
College’s classes are taught by full-time College em-
ployees as is the case with Pearl River.

There is a great variety of courses taught at a com-
prehensive community college, which is what Pearl
River is.

Some of these courses do not require an instructor
with a graduate degree, but all of those that are de-
signed for transfer to a college or university that
grants a bachelor’s degree do.

This requirement is met without exception by Pearl
River’s faculty; all courses designed for transfer are
taught by instructors holding at least a master’s de-
gree in their subject area or a master’s degree in a re-

lated area with at least 18 additional graduate semes-
ter hours in their teaching area.

In addition, PRCC instructors hold six different
kinds of doctoral degrees, the most common being the
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.), which is held by 19 in-
structors.  

From what colleges and universities have PRCC’s
faculty earned their degrees?

The answer is literally from institutions all over the
United States and beyond!  As might be ex-
pected, more have earned graduate degrees
(174) from The University of Southern
Mississippi than from any other university.

The next most is 42 graduate degrees
earned from William Carey University.  In
third place is The University of Mississippi
from which 12 graduate degrees were
earned. Most of the other public universi-
ties in the state are also represented, as are
Mississippi College, Belhaven College, and
Millsaps College.

Many of the universities in Louisiana
have also conferred degrees to PRCC faculty

members.
The  University of Zimbabwe is  farther away than

any other, though not that much farther than the
Hochschule fur Musik in Graz, Austria. There are in-
structors with degrees from universities on the West
Coast (San Jose State, San Diego State, Evergreen
State College in Olympia, Washington, and others),
from universities on the East Coast (Suffolk
University and Northeastern University in Boston,
the University of Massachusetts, Southern
Connecticut State, Johns Hopkins, and Maryland),
and many in between (Ohio State, Indiana, Auburn,
Iowa, Louisville, Georgia, and Memphis).

Two full time instructors with offices next door to
each other have Ph.D.’s from Duke. (I’ve avoided
telling them that a fellow instructor has a degree from
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill!)

Many PRCC faculty members have more than one
graduate degree, with most of these having one mas-
ter’s and one doctoral degree.  However, one instruc-
tor has six graduate degrees:  five master’s degrees
and one doctorate.

■ DDrr.. GGrraanntt iiss VViiccee PPrreessiiddeenntt ffoorr IInnssttrruuccttiioonn aatt
PPeeaarrll RRiivveerr CCoommmmuunniittyy CCoolllleeggee..

Grant

PRCC instructors have
degrees from far and wide

Michelle Guzman of Picayune has been named to
represent Pearl River Community College on the 2007
All-Mississippi Academic Team.

The team is selected by the Mississippi Association
for Community and Junior Colleges, the State Board
for Junior and Community Colleges and Phi Theta
Kappa International Honor Society.

Guzman and the representative from each of
Mississippi’’s other 14 community colleges will re-
ceive a $1,000 scholarship.

Representing PRCC’s Poplarville campus on the
2007 All-Mississippi Second Team is Daniel Wise,
also of Picayune. Aaron Simmons of Hattiesburg and
Amanda Strong of Carriere represent PRCC’s Forrest
County Center on the Second Team.

Each community college president nominates two
students from each campus for the academic team.
The students are selected based on an essay, answers
to discussion questions, leadership and activities at
the community college and a course transcript.

For Guzman, the lessons learned by writing an
English class assignment about the death of her
grandmother during Hurricane Katrina and her
grandmother’’s encouragement to go to college be-
came the subject of her application essay.

“By simply requesting for me to attend college, my
grandmother was the catalyst that opened a world of
opportunity for me to experience,” Guzman wrote.
“As I started writing, I understood that my short time
in college had empowered me with perseverance and
an ability to strive for my best, even though the cir-
cumstances around me might be horrific.”

Guzman, who is married to Matthew Guzman of
Picayune, plans to transfer to the University of
Southern Mississippi after graduating with a business
administration degree from PRCC. She is the daugh-
ter of Dawnita Ranson and Mitchell Ranson, both of
North Carolina.

Wise, 19, is a sophomore nursing major who ex-
pects to graduate in May. The son of Yancy and
Donna Wise of Picayune, he plans to transfer to a four-
year university, probably USM.

Simmons, 26, is an occupational therapy student at
the Forrest County Center’’s Allied Health Center.

The daughter of Ann
Simmons of Hattiesburg and Ben Simmons of
Houston, she plans to continue studying occupational
therapy at the University Medical Center in Jackson.

Strong, 25, is a dental hygiene student at the Allied
Health Center. She is the daughter of Brenda and
Randall Strong of Carriere and plans to work in a
dental office near her home following graduation.

The All-Mississippi Academic Team program,
started in 1994, is an outgrowth of the All-USA
Academic Team for Community Colleges sponsored
by Phi Theta Kappa, the American Association of
Community Colleges and USA Today newspaper.
Through 2006, Mississippi ranks fifth nationally in
the number of students named to the First, Second
and Third All-USA teams.

The 2007 All-USA teams were announced April 16.

Guzman named to academic team;
Wise, Simmons, Strong also honored

StrongWise

SimmonsGuzman

Gov. Barbour meets with 2007 All-Mississippi Academic Team

Gov. Haley Barbour, sixth from left on the front row, is flanked by the Pearl River Community College members of the All-
Mississippi Academic Teams. They are Daniel Wise, third from left, and Michelle Guzman, both of Picayune, Amanda Strong of
Carriere and Aaron Simmons of Hattiesburg.

Two graduates of Pearl River
Community College have been honored
by the Mississippi Engineering Society.

Jason Goar, 30, of Oak
Grove received the Young
Engineer of the Year Award
and Stephen D. Rawls, 23, of
Poplarville was named
Outstanding Engineering
Student at the University of
Mississippi. The awards were
presented during the society’s
winter meeting in February.

“I was surprised and hum-
bled,” Goar said. “It is a
recognition by the
Engineering Society for engi-
neering service and commu-
nity service.”

Goar, a graduate of East
Marion High, received an as-
sociate’s degree in pre-engi-
neering in 1996 from PRCC
and a bachelor’s degree in
electrical engineering from
Mississippi State  in Dec-
ember 1999.

He is a planning engineer
for South Mississippi Electric
Power Association in
Hattiesburg and has served as director
of the Hattiesburg-area Math Counts
program for three years.

Rawls, a 2004 PRCC graduate, will re-
ceive his degree in mechanical engineer-
ing in May. He maintains a 3.95 grade
point average and is taking graduate

courses this spring while completing his
undergraduate degree. He will enter
graduate school full-time this summer

and hopes to work for NASA
or in the automotive industry.

The educational foundation
Rawls received at PRCC had
him on par with other stu-
dents when he transferred to a
four-year university, he said.

“I was either right at or
above in all my classes when I
got here to Ole Miss,” he said.
“I was very well-equipped to
jump right in.”

The award shows that
PRCC prepared him well for
both university studies and his
career, Goar said.

“It’s proof that Pearl River
has a great academic program
and you can advance on to a
four-year institution and excel
in your chosen field,” he said.

While at PRCC, Goar was a
member of Phi Theta Kappa
and served as secretary for a
year. He and his wife, Jaclyn,
are the parents of two children.

He is the son of Jasper and Judy
Goar of Columbia

Rawls was president of his freshman
class at PRCC, secretary of the Student
Government Association and president
of Phi Theta Kappa during his sopho-
more year. He is the son of Archie and
Frances Rawls of Poplarville.

PRCC alumni take top
engineering awards

Goar

Rawls

Robin Nix writes an assignment on the board for her Spanish II students, including Mindy Bliss and
Mihaela Glidewell, both of Picayune. 

Instructor Charleen Null gives student Devon Laird of Lumberton a hand with a drawing.
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Museum develops partnership with career-tech classes
Pearl River Community College Museum has a

unique relationship with PRCC career and technical
classes on the Poplarville campus.

The museum utilizes the training the students re-
ceive to develop and produce museum furniture, in-
stall interactive exhibits, and provide services that
would cost the museum thousands of dollars.

“This is a win/win program,” said Ronn Hague, the
museum’s director.  “The museum benefits by saving
patrons’ and contributors’ money, and the career-tech-
nical programs win by having their students put the
skills and knowledge they’ve learned to practical use.
We’re very proud of the work these students have
done and proud of the instructors for turning these
students into bonafide craftsmen.”

The program began more than a year ago, when the
museum needed a glass case to display an exhibit.
When Hague priced the case, it cost entirely too much
money for the museum’s small budget.

Hague went to Leland Kennedy, the college’s weld-
ing instructor, with some crude drawings.  In no time
at all, the case was crafted. Some “faux” finish and
glass were added and the case, which would have cost
the museum more than $1,200, was a reality for less

than $250.
Since that time, numerous other classes on campus

have donated their new-found skills and knowledge to
the museum’s cause.  Hague realized that his crude
drawings were going to be misunderstood, so he
talked with the Drafting and Design Technology in-
structors, Eddy Gammel and William Lee.  

Gammel assigned a student to produce a set of
plans for some new cases that the welding class
agreed to fabricate.

When Hague needed interactive lighting to protect
exhibited materials from photo-damage when they
were not being viewed, Hague went to then
Automation and Controls Technology instructor, Dale
Miller, who assigned three students to plan and exe-
cute the program. The interactive lighting was a real-
ity by the end of the semester.

“I’ve found the instructors at PRCC are more than
happy to exhibit the craftsmanship and knowledge
their students are learning here,” Hague said. “It has
been a real help to us. We’re doing things we could
never have been able to afford. We even call on them
for little things.  It would cost us almost $100 for a dis-
penser for rolls of preservation materials. The

Machine Shop Technology class is building one for us
with scrap materials they have lying around.”

It doesn’t end there. When Pearl River County
Agricultural High School was begun in 1909, it held
classes and housed students in a building that burned
in 1919. Between 1909 and 1919, two other buildings
were erected on the campus, Jacobs Hall, the old high
school building, and Batson Hall, a dormitory. The
original building was converted into a boy’s dorm.

Three massive three-story buildings dominated the
hill in the middle of the campus. When the original
building burned in 1919, it was replaced by Huff Hall.
In 1968, progress took Jacobs Hall and a year later,
Hurricane Camille claimed Batson Hall. That left Huff
Hall, and it was not one of the original buildings.

When Hague learned of the new three dimensional
printer the Drafting and Design Technology program
had purchased to ready its students for space-age pro-
totype printing technology, he began thinking.

After speaking with Lee, the 3D printer program’s
instructor, he took his proposal to the museum’s advi-
sory board. Hague proposed to utilize photos and
crude drawings the museum had of the three original
buildings that stood on the campus until 1919.

The Drafting and Design Technology class took
those photos and drawings and began to draw them
on computer using CAD (Computer Aided Design)
programs.

After the drawings were completed, the students
were ready to “print” the buildings in the 3-D printer,
producing plastic replicas of the building, complete
with windows, chimneys, columns and porches, all
down to the last detail.

Hague made plans with the campus’ visual arts in-
structor, Charlene Null, to have the replicas painted in
original colors and placed in a three-dimensional ex-
hibit that closely matches photos of the early build-
ings.

“No one alive has ever seen those three buildings in
that setting,” Hague said.  “Now, through technology,
they will. This program is similar in format to the
massive program that reproduced life-like statues of
the nation’s first president by scanning his life mask
and researching his body size by examining his cloth-
ing, then “printing” the head and body of George
Washington with 3D printers.  Museums are using
space-age technologies on a daily basis.  Now, our mu-
seum is using the same technology.”                            

From left: Dylan Fulgham from Flora, Danny Lee of Bay St. Louis,
and Jannie Denton of Picayune work on the Batson Hall floor plans
for the project. 

From left: James Slade of Purvis, Matthew Hagwood of Poplarville,
Justin Gutierrez of Carriere and Jeremy Grant of Columbia remove
the prototype of the orginal building that sat on Pearl River County
AHS campus in 1909 from the 3-D printer. 

PRCC Drafting and Design Technoloigy instructor William Lee (left)
and student Andrew Hill of Picayune show off the Jacobs Hall floor
plans.

Students on the Poplarville campus have gotten used
to seeing Valan Pike tossing blue and silver balls into
the air outside Crosby Hall.

The freshman from Hattiesburg uses free time be-
tween her Monday-Wednesday-Friday classes to prac-
tice her juggling skills.

Pike’s interest in juggling came from her sister,
Christine Pike. 

“My sister went to USM and was in a juggling club
there,” she said. “Last August, I ordered my own set of
juggling balls.”

The two took their talent to the stage last year in
Hattiesburg.

“Last November, the Hattiesburg Civic Light Opera
was doing ‘Barnham’ and my sister and I were part of
that,” she said.

Pike, 19, graduated from high school in Carrollton,
Texas, before moving to Hattiesburg. She works almost
full-time at McDonald’s in Hattiesburg when she’s not
attending class in Poplarville.

A mathematics major, she plans to return to PRCC
next year to finish her associate’s degree, and then
major in international studies at USM.

“I’m really interested in Japan,” Pike said. “When I
was in high school, I took four years of Japanese.”

Maggie Smith, coordinator of the Pearl River Community College Hancock Center, shows off the newly-
rebuilt computer lab after ceremonies marking the re-opening of the center in Waveland. Hurricane
Katrina destroyed the center 20 months ago. PRCC Public Relations Photo

By MAGGIE SMITH
Special to the Dixie Drawl

Like any other campus of Pearl River Community
College, the students of the Hancock Center are
preparing to successfully finish the spring semester
and are scheduling advisement sessions in prepara-
tion for the upcoming summer and fall semesters.

To walk down the halls of the Hancock Center
today, one would not believe that less than two years
ago everything had been totally destroyed by over
eight and one-half feet of water and sludge brought in
by Hurricane Katrina.

The main hallway of the Hancock Center is adorned
with art by local Hancock County artists. The
Hancock Center is the home of the Wave Art Gallery
through a partnership with The Arts, Hancock
County.  The gallery showcases works of local artists
and is open to the pubic Monday through Friday from
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Each of the four classrooms provides state-of-the-
art technology to enhance the instruction process.
There is a 32-inch flat screen television mounted in
each classroom which is connected to a computer, a
VHS/DVD player, and a printer.

Instructors are encouraged to use PowerPoint pre-
sentations, and instructors have access to the Internet
in each classroom for instructional purposes. Of
course, the Hancock Center is a wireless center and
provides a cyber learning environment for its stu-
dents. 

Two of our goals for the Hancock Center have been
to have a learning lab which offers the same amenities

to the students of Hancock County that the students
on the main campus enjoy and to have a library for our
students.  With the help of Ms. Jeanne Dyar and her
staff, both are becoming a reality.

The Hancock Center received a $13,000 grant from
Wachovia through the Gulf Coast Community
Foundation. These funds are to be used to purchase
computer equipment and programs to enhance the
Hancock Center Learning Lab.

At the end of the 2006-2007 school year, the
Hancock Center Library will have approximately 750
books, videos and CD’s. It is the humble beginnings of
a library, but it is a step in the right direction.

On July 1, the first post-Katrina, full-time faculty
member will come on board at the Hancock Center.
Raymunda Barnes will assume the responsibilities of
Lead Instructor and will teach history. He has been
employed with Mississippi Gulf Coast Community
College for the past four years.

I am looking forward to having him on the Hancock
Center team. Mr. Barnes is a progressive thinker, will
be a strong team player, and will be aggressive in help-
ing meet the growth needs in Hancock County.   

We, at the Hancock Center, are committed to meet-
ing the educational needs of the residents of Hancock
County and the employment needs of business and in-
dustry in Hancock County. 

Through our partnerships with the WIN Job Center
and other agencies, I feel that we are moving in the
right direction in our commitment to meeting those
needs

■ MMaaggggiiee SSmmiitthh iiss ccoooorrddiinnaattoorr ooff tthhee HHaannccoocckk
CCeenntteerr..

Hancock Center continues to come
back strong from Hurricane Katrina

Freshman Valan Pike of Hattiesburg practices
juggling outside the Olivia Bender Cafeteria dur-
ing a break from classes in Poplarville. PRCC
Public Relations Photo

Juggling comes natural
for this freshman student

POPLARVILLE - Pearl River Community College
honored its best students Thursday during its annual
Awards Day Program.

Brock Baxter White of Columbia and math instructor
Judy Roane were honored for their selection as PRCC’s
representatives for the annual Higher Education
Appreciation Day-Working for Academic Excellence
(HEADWAE) awards earlier in the year.

Also recognized Thursday were Michelle Guzman
and Daniel Wise, both of Picayune, for their selection to
the Phi Theta Kappa 2007 All-Mississippi Academic
Team. Guzman was named to the first team and Wise to
the second.

Guzman also received the Dr. William A. Lewis
Presidential Scholarship to the University of Southern
Mississippi and the Phi Theta Kappa Hallmark Award
for Scholarship.

White and Emma K. Harris of Kiln received the
Citizenship Award for academic students while Eric
Harper of Bassfield and Conchetta Thomas of
Hattiesburg were honored with the Citizenship Awards
in career technical programs.

Rebecca Hoehne of Poplarville received the Student
Government Association Award. She also received the
Phi Theta Kappa Hallmark Award for Service and was
named to Who’s Who in American Community
Colleges.

Students honored by the Department of Business and
Commerce Technology were Elizabeth Kupfer of
Poplarville, accounting technology; Timothy Bounds of
Sumrall, business marketing management technology;
Reid Lee of Carriere, computer networking technology;
and Erica Eden of Carriere, medical billing and coding
technology. Kupfer also was named Outstanding
Member by Phi Beta Lambda, and. Lee and Eden were
named to Who’’s Who in American Community
Colleges.

Honored by the Department of Fine Arts and
Communication were Ashley Anderson of Carriere,
drawing; Tiffany Kelley of Bay St. Louis, painting; Cody
Jarrell of Picayune, theater; Glory Eturralde of Carriere,
design; Chad Hunt of Lumberton, music; Kayla Stevens
of Tylertown, communication; Keith Brown and
Elizabeth Buckles, both of Lumberton, special studio.
Hunt also was named to Who’s Who in American
Community Colleges.

Students singled out by the Department of Health,
Physical Education and Recreation for Outstanding
Athlete Awards were Donte Spires of Tampa, Fla.,foot-
ball; Heath Stevens of Picayune, baseball; Jessica
Dubisson of Perkinston, softball; Wesly Jones of
Beatrice, Ala., and Sherrion Thomas of Jackson, bas-
ketball; Andrew Smith-Parker of Slidell, La., and Nikki
Shows of Hattiesburg, soccer; George Kandelaki of Oak
Grove and Whitney Miller of Poplarville, tennis. Zach
Crawford and Samanta Garcia, both of Hattiesburg,
were named the male and female Scholar Athlete of
2007. Crawford also was named to Who’s Who.

Receiving honors from the Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences were Talley Martin of
Carriere, English; April Carter of Bay St. Louis, Magic
River editor; Carter, Emanuel Brooks of Poplarville,
Jennifer Griffin and Elise Thornton, creative writing;
Holly Pearman of Carriere, Spanish; Jennifer Theriot of
Picayune, political science; Allison Seal of Picayune,
history; Johnnylyn Sauls of Columbia, psychology; and
Katy Konrick of Pearlington, sociology. Martin also was
named to Who’s Who Among American Community
Colleges.

Awards in the Department of Industrial Technology
went to Daniel DiFatta of Purvis, automation and con-
trols technology; Darrell Lee of Bay St. Louis, drafting
and design technology; Amanda Tillman of Biloxi, elec-
tronics technology; and Darla Bach of Petal, web devel-
opment technology.

The Department of Nursing Education presented

Outstanding Nursing Student awards to Delilah J.
Culpepper of Poplarville, practical nursing; Jefferson R.
Buntin of Carriere, Nursing I; Theresa Pittman of
Sumrall, Nursing II; Marion Labat of Bay St. Louis,
Nursing III and IV: and Natalie Briethaupt of
Hattiesburg, nursing V and VI. Culpepper also was
named to Who’s Who.

Awards in the Department of Occupational Training
went to Patrick Berger of Poplarville, automotive me-
chanics technology; Don Holston of Baxterville, avia-
tion technology; Joshua Bolden of Hattiesburg, barber-
ing; Brent Scelson of Bay St. Louis, construction man-
agement technology; Brie Black of Bay St. Louis, cos-
metology; Carla Robertson of Sumrall, early childhood
development technology; Chris Drouilhet of Picayune,
electrical technology; Britt Diamond of Lumberton,
heating, air conditioning and refrigeration technology;
Matthew L. Rungeling of Purvis, machine shop tech-
nology; Derell Irvin of Petal, brick, block and stonema-
sonry; and Calvin Brown of Columbia, welding. Scelson
and Diamond were named to Who’s Who.

Students honored by the Department of Science,
Mathematics and Business were Paula Peyronnin of
Slidell, biology; Corey Daigle of Carriere, mathematics;
Amy Anderson of Poplarville, accounting; Erin
Bowman of Picayune, business; and Brock White of
Columbia, physics. Daigle and White also were named
to Who’s Who.

Awards also were presented by several clubs and or-
ganizations. They include:

■ Hannah Lumpkin of Carriere received the Student
Nurse Association Leadership Award.

■ Cherie Peterson received the Delta Epsilon Chi
Outstanding Club Member Award.

■ Matt Dyar of Purvis was named the Outstanding
Club Member for Skills USA.

■ The Phi Theta Kappa Hallmark Award for
Leadership went to Jamie Fairley of Wiggins and the
award for Fellowship to Whitney Thomas of Bay St.
Louis. Fairley also was named to Who’s Who.

■ Amanda Howard of Poplarville was named the
Outstanding Wildcat Staff Member for her work on the
year disk. Also honored for work on the year disk were
Brett Barnes of Carriere, Matthew Burt of Hattiesburg,
Jason Mikell of Columbia, Brianna Stark of Lumberton,
Stacey Whitlow of Metaire, La., Kevin Miller of Angie,
La., Jesse Beck of Bay St. Louis, Shawn Cagle of
Picayune, Damario Holloway of Prentiss and Michael
Mitchell of Kokomo. Barnes and Mikell also were
named to Who’s Who Among American Community
Colleges.

Other students named to Who’s Who Among
American Community Colleges included Natalie

Adams of Carriere, Jason Tyler Anderson of Purvis,
Lisa Beech of Carrier, Christal Blades of

Picayune, Anthony Bourne of Carson Emily Bryant of
Oak Grove, Kayla Carney of Columbia, Arthur Clough
of Picayune, Patrick Brett Cox of Columbia, Lindsey
Cueavas of Perkinston, Regan Deal of Columbia, Avery
Dearman of Wiggins, Robin Drake of Hattiesburg,
Miranda Fenner of Hattiesburg, Michael Fite of
Columbia, Marshall Saucier Hutchinson of Kiln,
Whitney Jackson of Kiln, Justin Kopf of Kiln, Aaron
Ladner of Perkinston, Devon Laird of Lumberton,
Danielle Lane of Carriere, Helena Lasseter of Petal,
Justin Martin of Lumberton, Christopher Miller of Oak
Grove, Matthew Muela of Poplarville, Bonnie Myers of
Waveland, Debra Oliver of Picayune, John Erick Pounds
of Foxworth, Kimberlie Ratcliff of Carson, Felecia Ross
of Kiln, Timothy Simpson of Carriere, Jennifer Smith of
Picayune, Samantha Taylor of Carriere, Marissa
Turcotte of Waveland, Chasen Uptain of Poplarville,
Ashley Veerkamp of Picayune, Joseph Wesley of
Poplarville, Isaac White of Columbia, Gail White of
Hattiesburg, Julie Williams of Poplarville and Kimberly
Woodfield of Hattiesburg.

Many students receive awards

Left: Michelle Guzman of
Picayune received the William A.
Lewis Presidential Scholarship
from him during PRCC’s Awards
Day. She was also honored for
her selection to the Phi Theta
Kappa 2007 All-Mississippi
Academic Team and received
the Phi Theta Kappa Hallmark
Award for Scholarship. 

Right: Soccer players Zach
Crawford and Samantha Gracia,
both of Hattiesburg, were
named Scholar Athletes for
2007 during Awards Day.
Crawford also was named to
Who’s Who Among American
Community Colleges. PRCC
Public Relations Photos. 
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Spring Fest attracts some 650 students to PRCC

Amy Templet, left, a senior at Pearl River Central High School, and Courtney McDougle of Picayune
Memorial High School register for Spring Fest last month at Pearl River Community College. 

Justin Nobles, left, and Will Robinson, both seniors at Petal High School, work their way through the
crowd at Spring Fest at Pearl River Community College.

The Pearl River Community College String of Pearls dances for high school seniors attending Spring Fest last month. About 650 students signed in for the annual recruiting fair. PRCC Public Relations photos

Melissa Moeller, a senior at Pearl River Central High School, takes a card from Pearl River Community
College cosmetology student Brie Black during Spring Fest. 

Brock Jackson, a senior at Pearl River Central High School, looks over information about the Pearl
River Communty College masonry program during Spring Fest. 

Members of the Pearl River Navigators recruitment team wait for Spring Fest to begin. They are, from
left, Brandy Burchfield of Carriere, Courtney Cowart of Star, Rebecca Hoehne of Poplaville and Justin
Barrett of Wiggins.

High school senior Cord Rogers of Lumberton
won a scholarship to PRCC in the “Kick for Cash”
contest during Spring Fest.

Dr. Barbara Gandy, director of recruitment and ori-
entation, welcomes Bassfield High seniors Yolan-
da Sims, left, and Kimberly Nelson to Spring Fest.
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Wildcat
baseball action

Lady Wildcat
softball action

Lady Wildcats sweep Co-Lin;
playoff hopes are still alive

Clockwise from upper left:
PRCC’s Courtney Dickens of
Picayune takes a heads-first
slide into second base against
Mississippi Gulf Coast earlier
this season. Upper right:
Freshman pitcher Jessica
Dubuisson of Hancock County
fires one to the plate. Left: fresh-
man pitcher Bridget Hannaford
of Poplarville prepares to make
a pitch. Right: sophomore out-
fielder Angela Stallings of
Picayune makes a lunging
catch. 

Photos by Mitch Deaver

POPLARVILLE -  Pearl River re-
mains in the thick of the post-sea-
son playoff hunt, as the Lady
Wildcats swept defending state,
Region 23 champ Copiah-Lincoln
3-2 and 9-3 in MACJC South
Division doubleheader softball ac-
tion here April 18.

PRCC improved to 15-23 overall
and 5-7 in division play with the
wins and eye two more division
twin bills on the road against Jones
County and Southwest Mississippi
before state tournament time.

Co-Lin, on the other hand,
dropped to 23-11 overall and saw
its division mark evened up at 5-5
via the losses and have three divi-
sion foes left in the regular season
in Jones, Southwest, and undefeat-
ed division leader Mississippi Gulf
Coast (12-0 in division).

The top two finishers in the
MACJC’s North, Central, and
South division earn berths in the
championship event set for May 4-
6 at the North Division champ’s
home field.

“We pretty much have to win out
if we’re going to make the state
tournament,” said Lady Wildcat
head coach Leigh White. “After we
play Hinds (in Raymond, non-divi-
sion foe) Monday, we’ve got league
dates at Jones (4-6) and Southwest
(2-8). Those two are critical for us.

“But we showed what we’re ca-
pable of today. We can get the job
done if we set our minds to it and
eliminate errors.”

In the first game, the Lady
Wolves went up 1-0 in the top of
the second, but the Lady Wildcats
took the lead for good with two
runs in the bottom of he fifth when
Morgan Necaise of Hancock
County led off with a walk and
Bridget Hannaford, a former
Poplarville High star, reached on
an error. 

The duo advanced to second and
third off a sacrifice by Whitney
Sumpter of Poplarville High, set-
ting the stage for a two-RBI double
by Kaci Williams of East Central.

Winning pitcher Jessica

Dubuisson of Hancock County
helped her own cause with a solo
homer in the bottom of the sixth.
Co-Lin managed to salvage a run
in the top of the final frame.

Dubuisson improved to 11-14
with the mound victory, while
Kayla Crochet picked up the loss in
going the distance.

Dubuisson’s homer paced Pearl
River’s five-hit effort, while
Williams doubled and Hannaford
and Krystal Penton of Picayune
High had singles.

Co-Lin finished with six hits, led
by Meleah Brown with a pair of
singles; while Crochet, Kaylin
Burke, Annie Selman, and Allyson
Wallace all had base hits.

Each team committed one error
in the contest.

In the nightcap, the Lady Wolves
went up 2-0 in the top of the first;
but the Lady Wildcats took the
lead with three runs in the bottom
of the second.

PRCC padded its lead to 9-2 in
the fourth before CLCC scored its
final run in the top of the fifth.

Dubuisson (12-14) was the win-
ning pitcher in relief of starter
Hannaford, who pitched one-and-
one-thirds innings; while Brown
started for Co-Lin and went five in-
nings before relinquishing the
mound to Caroline Burks in the
sixth.

Dickens paced the Lady
Wildcats’ nine-hit attack with a
pair of doubles, while Dubuisson
and Williams had two singles each.
Penton, Sumpter, and Jessica
Scallan of Metairie, La., all singled.

The Lady Wolves finished with
six hits, led by Selman’s two base
hits, while Crochet doubled and
Brown, Candace Braxton, and Erin
Douglass all singled.

Pearl River takes on South
Division rival Jones County in
Ellisville April 25 (4 p.m. double-
header) before wrapping the regu-
lar season Saturday, April 28, at
Southwest Mississippi in Summit
(11 a.m. doubleheader).

Gulf Coast’s Michael Knipper (4) slides safely into second under
Pearl River’s Jeremy Greene in the Bulldogs’ 8-1 South Division vic-
tory over arch-rival Pearl River last Wednesday in Poplarville. The
No. 4-ranked Bulldogs went on the win the nightcap of the double-
header 11-7 to clinch the division title and hosting rights to the
MACJC State Tournament set for May 3-6. Photo by Mitch Deaver

SUMMIT - Pearl River’s Wild-
cats split with Southwest Mississ-
ippi in MACJC South Division
doubleheader baseball action here
April 21, taking a 6-3 victory in the
first game, but dropping the night-
cap 5-3 to fall to 20-22 overall and
5-7 in league play.

The host Bears are now 20-20
overall and 6-8 in the division.

The Wildcats have two division
doubleheaders remaining in the
regular season, including Jones
County (2-10 in league play) April
24 in Ellisville and Copiah-Lincoln
(7-7) April 28 in Poplarville to
wrap the regular season. Co-Lin
took over sole possession of sec-
ond place in the South Division
with a sweep over JCJC Saturday.

Mississippi Gulf Coast, 12-0 in
league play, clinched the division
crown April 18 with its 8-1, 11-6
sweep over the Wildcats in
Poplarville and copped the hosting
rights in Perkinston to the MACJC
State Tournament. The top two
finishers in the MACJC’s North,
Central, and South divisions earn
berths in the state event set for
May 3-6.

In Saturday’s opening game,
PRCC went up 2-0 in the first in-
ning before SMCC bounced back
to take a 3-2 edge in the bottom of
the third. The Wildcats answered
with a four-run rally for the game’s
final runs.

Pearl River starter Ryan Hebert
of New Orleans (2-2) hurled a
three hitter in picking up the win

in going the distance, striking out
four, while Coty Saranthus was the
loser. 

Brock White of Columbia High
paced the Wildcats’’ nine-hit attack
with a double and two singles (one
RBI), while Derek Tortorich of
Pearl River Central had a three-
RBI triple. Johnny Allen of
Grenada smacked an RBI double,
while Jeremy Greene of Purvis,
Daniel Lawrence of Petal, Kyle
Lindsey and Nick Smith, both of
Purvis, all singled.

In the nightcap, Pearl River,
which managed only three hits in
the game, went up 1-0 in the sec-
ond; but Southwest answered with
two in the botttom of the third and
never looked back. The Bears
padded its lead to 5-1 in the fourth,
while the Wildcats’ fell three runs
shy of victory with a pair of runs in
the final frame.

SMCC starter Lucas King
picked up the win in his four in-
nings on the mound, while Chao
relieved in the fifth and closed it
out. PRCC starter Kelly Ray of
Picayune High (3-3) got the loss in
his three-and-two-thirds innings of
action, while Cory Jordan of Bay
High relieved in the fourth.

Allen doubled for the Wildcats,
while Lindsey and White (one
RBI) singled. 

PRCC’s division road twin bill
with JCJC kicks off at 4 p.m.,
while its regular season finale
against Co-Lin starts at 1 p.m

Wildcats split division
twinbill at Southwest

Above: PRCC’s Derek Tortorich
tags out Southwest Community
College runner Richie Field (2)
at home plate in a South
Division game earlier this sea-
son in Poplarville. PRCC won
three of four games over
Southwest this season. Left:
PRCC’s Jeremy Greene (7)
hangs on to the baseball on this
close play against Mississippi
Gulf Coast earlier this season at
Perkinston. Below: sophomore
righthander Chris Hartfield fires
a pitch to the plate.  

Photos by 
Mitch Deaver
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POPLARVILLE - Eli Hatten, 7-year-old son of Pearl River Community College head football
coach Tim Hatten, displays the 10-pound bass Eli caught recently in a Poplarville area pond.
Pictured with Coach Hatten and Eli is Hatten’s other son, 3-year-old Ian.

A nice catch

Intramural basketball tournament

The Mississippi Association of Community and
Junior Colleges (MACJC) recently approved the for-
mation of the Mississippi Community/Junior College
Sports Hall of Fame (SHF).

The initial group of honorees was inducted April 24
at Copiah-Lincoln Community College. During the
banquet, a medallion and a glass desk piece were pre-
sented to each honoree. 

Honorees from Pearl River Community College are
legendary coach Thomas “Dobie” Holden and former
athletes Willie Heidelberg and Antrice McGill Walker.

Dr. Howell Garner, president of Co-Lin, vice-chair
of the MACJC, and coordinator of the SHF, expressed
the importance of establishing the organization. “The
Mississippi Community and Junior College Sports
Hall of Fame was conceived in the interest of recog-
nizing coaches and athletes who have coached and/or
played in one or more of Mississippi’s public commu-
nity colleges,” said Dr. Garner. 

Eligibility is based on the following criteria: 
(1) In order to be inducted into the organization, an

athlete must have played two seasons in one or more
sports, and must have been selected as a member of
that institution’s Sports Hall of Fame prior to nomi-
nation to be inducted into the SHF.

(2) For a coach to be inducted, he or she has to have
coached one or more sports at one or more of the
community/junior colleges for a minimum of 10 years
in Mississippi, and must have been selected as a mem-
ber of the Sports Hall of Fame at a Mississippi com-
munity college prior to nomination.

According to Dr. Garner, the number of inductees
will vary. “The first class of inductees will be com-
posed of no more than three athletes and/or coaches
from each institution for a total of no more than 45 in-
ductees,” said Dr. Garner. “The second class will be
composed of no more than two athletes and/or coach-
es from each institution for a total of 30. And 10 indi-
viduals will be recognized each year thereafter.” 

The names of all honorees will be displayed on a
large plaque that will be located at the State Board for
Community and Junior Colleges’ (SBCJC) office in
Jackson. Each year, new honorees will be added.

PRCC inductees:
TThhoommaass ““DDoobbiiee”” HHoollddeenn

Coach Thomas “Dobie” Holden was head football
coach at Pearl River Community College from 1948 to
1966. Under Coach Holden, the Wildcats won 140
games, lost 43 and tied 7. They won seven state cham-
pionships, the first in 1949. His 1961 team was unde-
feated at 10-0 and finished the season ranked No. 1 in
the country. His Wildcat teams also won four of five
bowl games.

Coach Holden was one of the first to recognize the
potential of the forward pass, even as early as his high
school days, and his experimentation with the pro-set
at Pearl River in the 1950s came way before that for-
mation became standard procedure for college and
pro teams.

After starring at LSU as a player, Coach Holden re-
turned to Picayune to become head coach in 1933. In
10 years, his record was 72-19-7. At one time his
Picayune teams won 37 straight games. His lifetime
coaching record was 240-74-15.

Coach Holden, who was a teacher and administra-
tor at Pearl River, died in 1986. His wife, Earlora, still
resides in Poplarville.

WWiilllliiee HHeeiiddeellbbeerrgg
Willie Heidelberg, a graduate of John Jefferson

High School in Purvis, played football at Pearl River
Community College in 1968 and 1969. 

As an all-state running back, he led the Wildcats to
an undefeated season and state championship in
1969. During that title season, he rushed for 910
yards and scored three touchdowns in two different
games. He stood 5-foot-6 and weighed 150 pounds.

Heidelberg transferred to the University of
Southern Mississippi where he played running back
for the Golden Eagles. He is still remembered for his
two-touchdown performance in USM’s shocking 30-
14 victory in 1970 over nationally-ranked Ole Miss in
Oxford. He earned a B.S. degree from USM and a
master’s degree from Jackson State University. 

Heidelberg, who makes his home in Jackson, has
been a teacher and a coach in the Jackson Public
Schools for many years. He also serves as an assistant
coach for the Belhaven College football program.  

AAnnttrriiccee MMccGGiillll WWaallkkeerr
Antrice McGill Walker, a Picayune native, was Pearl

River Community College’s first women’s basketball
player named first team National Junior College
Athletic Association All-American in 1989. She played
at PRCC from 1987-89.

As a freshman, she averaged 22.2 points and 7.8 re-
bounds per game. She was first team all-state, all-re-
gion, and made the all-region tournament team, while
leading the Wildcats to a 20-9 record.

Her sophomore year, she received all the same hon-
ors as well as All-American status. She finished fourth
in the nation in scoring (26 points per game), fifth in
rebounding, and played in the Community College
All-Star game. She shot 61 percent from the field.

Antrice went on to play at Ole Miss, where she also
received the Lady Rebel award and was a Senior maid
on the homecoming court. 

She currently resides in Houston, Texas.

Holden, Heidelberg,
McGill-Walker selected 
to MACJC Hall of Fame

Hall of Fame inductees: From left: Thomas “Dobie” Holden, Antrice McGill-Walker, and Willie Heidelberg.

Two Hattiesburg High basketball standouts in
Adrian Williams and Jeremy White have signed na-
tional letters of intent to play for the Pearl River
Community College Wildcats in 2007-2008.

Williams, a 6-foot-1 guard, averaged 22 points, three
rebounds, and three assists for Coach Yama Jones’
HHS Tigers this past season. The son of Felicia
Williams of Hattiesburg, he was named to the All-
District 5-5A squad and the Hattiesburg American’s
All-Area team as a senior.

White, a 6-foot-4 guard-forward, averaged 16 points,
nine rebounds, and four assists for the Tigers and also
copped All-District and All-Area honors. He is the son
of Valerie White of Hattiesburg.

“These two come from a program with the tradition
of winning,” said PRCC coach Richard Mathis. “We’re
expecting them to come in and contribute immediate-
ly. We’re pleased that they are now Wildcats.”

■ Lady Wildcat basketball coach Ed Walley signed
five standouts to national letters of intent.

Mansfield (La.) High School star Sharday Cotton
tops the list, as the standout guard was one of the

most highly-recruited women’s hoops players in
Louisiana this past season. Others include Hancock
County High standout Shonreka Lee, Bassfield High
standout Renekia Thompson, Collins High standout
Jessica Walker, and North Forrest High standout
Jamie Whitsett.

“We’re tickled to death to have these players on
board,” Walley said. Walley previously signed
Columbia High standout Olivia Magee who averaged
31 points, eight rebounds, four steals, and two assists
for Coach Tony Woody’s Lady Wildcats this season.

■ PHILADELPHIA - The North All-Stars dominat-
ed 2007’s MACJC women’s and men’s basketball
games, as the men cruised to a 139-110 victory and
the women held on for an 86-82 decision in the annu-
al match-ups played April 13 at Choctaw Central.

Wesley Jones of Pearl River scored 13 points for the
South. PRCC head coach Richard Mathis and assis-
tant coaches Jason Williams and Jason Francis coach-
es the South All-Stars.

Ed Walley and Bradley Walley of Pearl River served
as coaches for the South.

Basketball teams announce signings

Pearl River Community College recently participated in an intramural basketball tournament at Jones
County Junior College. PRCC players Ryan Gardner of Oak Grove (left), Jamarcus Expose of Columbia
(in air) and Michael Tharpe of Mobile, Ala., (right) battle for the ball. JCJC won the title. Intramural soft-
ball will wind up this spring semester with the championship games on May 11.  

Wildcat tennis action

The Wildcat tennis teams, coached by Jessica Olson, are about to wrap up another season with the
men’s state tournament this week. No. 4 singles player, Hannah Johnson (above), a freshman from Bay
High, returns a shot in an earlier match. Johnson and Whitney Miller of Poplarville reached the semi-fi-
nals of the women’s state tournament last week. Sophomore George Kandelaki (below) of Oak Grove,
the No. 1 singles player, has a chance to  score well in the state tournament. Any students interested in
trying out for next year’s tennis teams can contact Olson at 601-403-1037.   

                                



Two Pearl River
Community College stu-
dents have been named
University Transfer
Scholars at Mississippi
University for Women.

Emma Harris of Kiln
and Alison Seal Duhe of
Picayune also received
notification recently that
they have been selected
for MUW’s  Hearin
Leadership Program.

The two awards mean each will
receive $14,000 in scholarships
over two years.

“I thought that was kind of cool
that two people from PRCC got
scholarships,” Duhe said.

The students participated in
McDevitt Scholars Day on Feb. 24,
touring the campus and going
through interviews with officials.

“There were 60-something peo-
ple we competed against,” Harris
said.

As University Transfer Scholars,
both will receive a $2,500
University Transfer Scholarship
and a $3,500 Phi Theta Kappa
scholarship annually. They also
will receive $1,000 annually as
part of the Hearin Program.

Both students credit PRCC
English instructor Justin William-
son with helping them earn the
scholarships.

“Mr. Williamson read my essay
for me and gave me advice on it,”
Duhe said. “In the interview ques-
tions on who’s my role model, he
was one of my answers.”

Harris, 19, will graduate from
PRCC in May with a general stud-
ies major and plans to major in mi-
crobiology at MUW. The daughter
of Paul and Debbie Harris, she
graduated from Hancock High
School where she was a member of
the National Honor Society,
National Spanish Honor Society,
the History and Government Club,
Who’s Who Among American
High School Students and the
National Honor Roll. 

She also ran track for one year,

played volley-
ball and was a
manager for
the baseball
team.

Duhe, also
19, will gradu-
ate with an as-
sociate in arts
degree in histo-
ry and plans to
pursue a dou-

ble major in histo-
ry and English.

She is a graduate of Picayune
Memorial High School where she

was JROTC public af-
fairs officer, captain of
the track and field team
and a member of the
swim team, Who’s Who
Among American High
School Students and the
National Honor Roll.
Duhe holds a school
record of 5:30 minutes in
the 1600-meter run.

She is the daughter of
Jo Ann McGruder and

Wayne Seal, both of Picayune, and
is married to Will Duhe, also a
PRCC student.
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Director Archie Rawls works with the Pearl River Community College Jazz Cats during a recent rehearsal.

Alto saxophonists Kayla Stevens, left, and Jamie Fairley and guitarists, Daniel Massey, left, and Shane Wesley rehearse with the Pearl
River Community College Jazz Cats. PRCC Public Relations photos

Jazz Cats rock
& swing at PRCC

POPLARVILLE - The titles in
the Pearl River Community
College Jazz Cats music folders
read like the play list of an oldies
radio station - “Brown-Eyed Girl,”
“Green Onions,” “Evil Ways,”
Brick House,” “Oye Como Va.”

Throw in some swing and a few
tunes written especially for jazz
bands and the appeal to young mu-
sicians is almost irresistable.

“It’s fun,” said freshman guitarist
Daniel Massey of Carriere. “You
get to play a bunch of different
songs plus you learn a lot of differ-
ent things with the charts we get
to play.”

Massey and 20 other musicians
were selected for the 2007 PRCC
Jazz Cats through auditions, said
Archie Rawls, director and chair-
man of the PRCC Department of
Fine Arts and Communication.

The students receive scholar-
ships and serve as ambassadors for
PRCC at several community
events in the college’s district. The
band played at the Hattiesburg
Relay for Life April 20 at Loyalty
Field on the University of
Southern Mississippi campus.

“We always try to play a combi-
nation of big band, swing, funk,
Latin and rock styles,” Rawls said.
“We try to incorporate a couple of
tunes each year that are recogniza-
ble.”

Sophomore Jamie Fairley of
Wiggins plays lead alto sax and
lists Van Morrison’s “Brown-Eyed
Girl,” written years before she was
born, as her favorite piece.

“The best thing is we get to play

different types of music,” she said.
“We can relate to it.”

Most of the Jazz Cats also play
in the Spirit of the River marching
band and the concert band.

“We like a challenge,” said soph-
omore trombone player Tyler
Anderson of Purvis. “It’s a lot hard-
er music than what we get in con-
cert or marching band.”

The Jazz Cats are made up of
five saxophones, four trombones,
five trumpets, three percussion-
ists, keyboard, bass guitar and two
guitars.

“I’ve got two really good guitar
players this year, Shane Wesley
and Daniel Massey,” Rawls said.
“We try to feature them some.”

Wesley, who’s from Poplarville,
also plays saxophone in the march-
ing and concert band, and Massey
sings in the RiverRoad showchoir
and PRCC Singers choir.

Other Jazz Cats are Kayla
Stevens of Columbia, alto sax;
Adam Pace of Picayune and Justin
Hibley of Columbia, tenor sax;
Carlos Wilson of Hattiesburg, bari-
tone sax; Devon Laird of
Lumberton, Arthur Clough of
Picayune, Travis Smith of Bay St.
Louis, Guy Maily of Columbia and
Candace Blake of Poplarville,
trumpet; Benjamin Brooks of
Hattiesburg, Aprille Williams of
Oak Grove and Kenny Swift of Bay
St. Louis, trombone; Joel Jackson
of Purvis, piano; Justin Silas of
Lucedale, bass; Jay Wesley of
Poparville, Calvin Brown of
Columbia and James Evans Jr. of
Hattiesburg, drums.

Ernie Lovell, director of the Pearl River Community College Development Foundation, accepts a $2,500
check for a nursing scholarship from Mildred Fayard, treasurer of the Memorial Hospital Auxiliary in
Gulfport. The auxiliary donated $15,000 to six South Mississippi nursing schools in honor of long-time
hospital volunteers Rev. E.L. Howard, left, and his wife, Geneva. He has volunteered for almost 60
years and Mrs. Howard has given 50 years to the hospital.

Nursing scholarship donation

AT&T scholarship donation

AT&T recently contributed
$4,000 to its scholarship endow-
ment fund at Pearl River
Community College.

The donation continues what
started as a BellSouth initiative to
provide scholarships for higher ed-
ucation statewide.

“We are most pleased that
AT&T has chosen to continue the
commitment of support for Pearl
River Community College,” said
PRCC President William Lewis.
“These funds become part of a
growing endowment that is used
to support scholarships for stu-
dents attending Pearl River. This
corporate good will is providing
opportunities for many students to
attend college in preparation for
their chosen professional endeav-
ors.”

AT&T is awarding $4,000 to
each of the state’s 15 community

colleges to build on the $345,000
donated over the past four years.
Each community college or its de-
velopment foundation handles the
administration and awarding of
scholarships.

“Over the years, many AT&T
employees and customers have
used the community college sys-
tem to further their education and
enhance their job skills,” said
Mayo Flynt, AT&T Mississippi
president. “This initiative helps to
ensure we continue to have oppor-
tunities to recruit and employ peo-
ple with the workforce training
skills and education our industry
demands.”

Kimberlie Ratcliff of Carson,
Alisa K. New of Hattiesburg and
Penny M. Lott of Bay St. Louis re-
ceived BellSouth Telecommunica-
tions Scholarships to PRCC for the
2006-07 year.

AT&T donates to PRCC

Kathleen Shaughnessy, AT&T regional manager, presents a $4,000 check to Pearl River Community
College President William Lewis to be used for scholarships. Also pictured are, from left, Ernie Lovell,
PRCC Development Foundation executive director; Scott Cook, AT&T senior account manager; Steve
Howard, PRCC chief technology officer; and Dr. John Grant, PRCC vice president for instruction.

Staff profile
NNAAMMEE: Clay Sweet
FFAAMMIILLYY: Married to Casey Stewart

Sweet, a former String of Pearls dancer

RREESSIIDDEENNCCEE: Picayune

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL BBAACCKKGGRROOUUDD: Class of
1998 Picayune Memorial High School, at-
tended PRCC for two years before graduat-
ing from USM with a degree in Mass
Communications in 2004

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN AATT PPRRCCCC: Coordinator of Alumni Services

YYEEAARRSS AATT PPRRCCCC: 7 months working at PRCC

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE BBOOOOKK: The Bible
FFAAVVOORRIITTEE FFOOOODD: Cheeseburger while at a baseball game 

FFAAVVOORRIITTEE MMOOVVIIEE: Hoosiers

FFIIRRSSTT JJOOBB: Summer job cutting grass for the City of Picayune

PPoossiittiivvee AAssppeecctt ooff WWoorrkkiinngg aatt PPRRCCCC: Working with the Alumni
Association and the Development Foundation, We get a chance to help
students have an opportunity through scholarships to receive one of
the most important things in life, a quality education.

AAddvviiccee ffoorr SSttuuddeennttss:: Find somebody that is where you want to be in
the future and ask them to become a mentor or for advice.

Sweet

Students get scholars’ awards from MUW

HarrisDuhe

Summer registration: 
Forrest County Center, May 17 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.; May 18 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.)
Poplarville campus, May 19-25 (8 a.m.-4 p.m.)
Night classes begin: Monday, May 21; Day classes begin: Monday, May 29   
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TThhee MMiissssiissssiippppii PPuubblliicc CCoommmmuunniittyy aanndd JJuunniioorr
CCoolllleeggee SSttoorryy,, 11997722--22000022

TThhee MMiissssiissssiippppii AAssssoocciiaattiioonn ooff CCoommmmuunniittyy aanndd
JJuunniioorr CCoolllleeggeess

FFoorreewwoorrdd bbyy RRoonnnniiee MMuussggrroovvee
HHaarrddbbaacckk,, $$4455..0000
----------
History heralds one of the nation’s most successful

community and junior college systems.
Mississippi’s two-year college system began in the

1920s and was the nation’s first statewide community
college system. 

Today, it is considered one of the strongest in the
United States. More than 125,000 students are en-
rolled in Mississippi’s 15 community and junior col-
leges.

In “The Mississippi Public Community and Junior
College Story, 1972 2002”, these 15 schools tell their
stories. This volume takes readers through an
overview of recent histories of the colleges including
the impact of the State Board for Community and
Junior Colleges (SBCJC).

The 30 years covered in this book were a period of
unprecedented growth that saw these schools serve
increasingly diverse constituencies, integrate technol-
ogy into the curriculum, and advance economic devel-
opment across the state by providing industry with
thousands of well-trained workers.

The book includes dozens of black-and-white and
color photos and gives readers the successful history
of Mississippi’s two-year college system.

Schools profiled include Pearl River Community
College, Coahoma Community College,  Copiah-
Lincoln Community College, East Central
Community College, East Mississippi Community
College, Hinds Community College, Holmes
Community College, Itawamba Community College,
Jones County Junior College, Meridian Community

College, Mississippi Delta Community College,
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College,
Northeast Mississippi Community College,
Northwest Community College, and Southwest
Community College.

The Mississippi Association of Community and
Junior Colleges is a voluntary association of the 15
Mississippi community and junior colleges working
together with SBCJC to insure the enhancement of
the oldest community and junior college system in
America.

Ronnie Musgrove graduated from Northwest
Mississippi Community College and went on to be-
come governor of Mississippi from 2000 to 2004.

The book is available at any Mississippi bookstore
or at Amazon.com.  

Book documents history of state’s
community and junior colleges 

Annual Career Fair at PRCC 

Howard Nobles, right, nurse manager for Regency Hospital Co. in Hattiesburg, talks Feb. 23 with Pearl
River Community College nursing student Ricky McPhail of Purvis. More than 800 students and about
85 companies and agencies took part in PRCC’s annual Career Fair on the Poplarville campus.
PRCC Public Relations Photo

James Parkinson of Boston, from left, and Julie Couret of New Orleans talk with Pearl River Community
College student Thesslonias Watkins of Englewood, Calif., about job opportunities with the Disney
Theme Parks and Resorts College Program. More than 800 PRCC students and 85 companies and
government agencies took part in  PRCC’s Career Fair in Poplarville.

PRCC students crowd around hospital and other health care companies’ displays during the annual
Career Fair on the Poplarville campus.

Recruiter Bobby Mitchell of Weeks Marine Inc. in Covington, La., left, talks with PRCC welding students
Chris West of Picayune, center, and Paul Sabol of Slidell during PRCC’s Career Fair.

Mayor Billy Spiers prepares to sign paperwork designating April 20
as Blue Jeans for Babies day at Pearl River Community College
and in Poplarville. The March of Dimes fundraiser was a project of
the PRCC Phi Beta Lambda chapter represented by members, from
left Beth Kupfer of Poplarville, Dawn Head of Saucier, Shasta Gadel
of Henly Field and Faye Jones of Sumrall. 

Turquoise March of Dimes t-shirts like those worn by student Edna
Ferrill of Picayune, left, and Linda Cousins, chair of the Department
of Business and Computer Technology, were seen all over the Pearl
River Community College campus Friday in observance of Blue
Jeans for Babies Day. PRCC’s Phi Beta Lambda chapter raised
$2,455 for the March of Dimes through sales of the shirts. PRCC
Public Relations Photo

POPLARVILLE - The Pearl
River Community College Phi
Beta Lambda chapter raised
$2,455 for the March of Dimes
through the annual Blue Jeans for
Babies fundraiser.

The bright turquoise Blue Jeans
for Babies t-shirts sold by the chap-
ter were seen across campus and in
Poplarville on April 20.

The day was designated Blue
Jeans for Babies Day in Poplarville
by Mayor Billy Spiers.

The Phi Beta Lambda organiza-
tion is for students preparing for
careers in business or business-re-
lated fields.

The mission of the March of
Dimes is to prevent birth defects,
infant mortality and premature
birth through research, education,
community programs and advoca-
cy.

The non-profit organization de-
pends on volunteer fundraising
events, such as Blue Jeans for
Babies, to fund its work. 

The chapter raised $2,719 with
its 2006 campaign and was recog-
nized for the work during the state
Phi Beta Lambda conference last
month.

The March of Dimes was found-
ed in 1938. For more information
visit the March of Dimes Web site
at marchofdimes.com.�

Blue Jeans
for Babies
raises
$2,455

Pearl River Community College student Tracy
Jemison (right photo) of Poplarville signs a condo-
lence message Friday for students at Virginia
Tech University. In response to Mississippi Gov.
Haley Barbour’s declaration designating Friday
(April 20) as a Day of Mourning, the bells at
PRCC’s Malone Chapel tolled for 60 seconds at
11 a.m. Above, flags flew a half-staff at the base-
ball field in memory of the Tech shooting victims.
PRCC Public Relations Photo

A week of mourning

Moody Hall work underway

Workers with Tri State Plastering of Gulfport rebuild the back wall of Moody Hall after demolition of the
auditorium. Hurricane Katrina blew off the auditorium roof, damaging the structure beyond repair. Bricks
salvaged from the auditorium were used on the rear wall, allowing the building to retain its distinction as
the oldest classroom building in use at a Mississippi community college. Moody Hall was built in 1926.
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POPLARVILLE - The String of
Pearls dance squad at Pearl River
Community College recently
brought home six first place
awards from three com-
petitions.

The 16-member team
took first place in the
pom-pon dance competi-
tion and in choreography
at the Southern Regional
Collegiate
Championship in
Westwego, La.

The squad won first
place in the college divi-
sion pom-pon and jazz
dance categories for the
sixth consecutive year at the
Mississippi Dance and Drill Team
Championship.

The competition was held Feb.
10 at Millsaps College in Jackson.

The String of Pearls also won
the pom-pon and jazz first place
awards at the Power Dance
National Championship sponsored
by American Cheer Power.

The competition was held
March 9-11 in Galveston, Texas.

“The dance team for the spring
semester is selected by audition
each November,” said Archie
Rawls, chairman of the Depart-
ment of Fine Arts and
Communication. “They perform at
our home basketball games and

also compete at the state, regional
and national level. Their consis-
tent success at these competitions
has confirmed the String of Pearls’

status as one of the top
collegiate dance teams in
the nation.”

The String of Pearls
performed  during
PRCC’s annual Spring
Fest and at the Pearl
River County Junior
Miss and Picayune
Junior Miss programs at
Picayune High School.

Team members are
Melissa Akers, pom-pon

co-captain Marissa
Turcotte and captain Felicia Ross,
all of Bay High School; jazz co-cap-
tain Sunni Smith of Pearl River
Central High School; Allison
Stegall of Picayune High School;
Bonnie Myers of Bay High; Talley
Martin of Carriere; Natalie Smith
of Poplarville High School; Rachel
Selzer of Mississippi School for
Math and Science; Allie Stockstill
and Ciaria Gunn, both of Pearl
River Central; Meagan Frierson of
Picayune High; Courtenay Ginn
and Ashley Ladner, both of Bay
High; Krista Thomas of Pass
Christian High School; and Natalie
Adams of Pearl River Central.

Kara Fleming is coach for the
String of Pearls. 

PRCC String of Pearls team takes top honors

Members of the String of Pearls for spring semester at Pearl River
Community College are (front row, from left) Melissa Akers, pom-
pon co-captain Marissa Turcotte and captain Felicia Ross, all of Bay
High School; jazz co-captain Sunni Smith of Pearl River Central
High School; Allison Stegall of Picayune High School; (middle row,
from left) Bonnie Myers of Bay High; Talley Martin of Carriere;

Natalie Smith of  Pplarville High School; Rachel Selzer of
Mississippi School for Math and Science; Allie Stockstill of Pearl
River Center; (back row, from left) Ciaria Gunn, both of Pearl River
Central; Meagan Frierson of Picayune High; Courtenay Ginn and
Ashley Ladner, both of Bay High; Krista Thomas of Pass Christian
High School; and Natalie Adams of Pearl River Central.

Spring squad performs
well in 3 competitions

Rawls

Baptist Student Union Garage Sale, Saturday, May 5. Proceeds will be used to
support mission work by PRCC students Lindsay Stanford, Allison Tucker,
Micah Bounds, Cory Carr and Adam Pace. For information, call 601-795-8581.

      


